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; (ieorge E. Spear. 

; A. (;. Stone, 
i Charles H. Shipman, 
; Fred R. Stevens, 
1 F. A. Sherl>urne, 

Fred E. Snow, . 

Wm. O. Standish, 

M. E. Smilie. 

Win Sullivan, 2. 

George C. Shejard, 

Carlos L. .Smith, 

Charles T. .Summers, 

Frank .Sequin, 
, Alphonso .Shorey, 
, John i James Savage, 
I A.shbel A. .Stimson, 

Charles A. .Sanders, 

H. K. Slayton, 

John J. Sowles. 

John G. Smith. 

.Mrs. C. W. Storrs, 
; H. N. Tai>lin. Jr.,2. 
I John L. Tuttle, 
1 Paul Terieo, 

Mrs. Z. R. Tnie, 

Au.stin Templclon, 

■ E. K. Voodry. 

J. W. F, Washburn. 
William L. Washburn. 
.S. C. Woolson. 
T. W. Wood, N. v., 
Herbert W. Wheeler. 
Is.iac M. Wright. 
Oliver Wheelock. 
W. H. Wakefield, 
J. Kdwarxl Wright. 2. 
Robert H.Whitney. 
James JI. Ward, 
Clarence Whiltier, 
Dan. S Wheatley, 
George W. Wheeler. 
Lenora Witt, 
Harriet N. Wing. 
Oscar N. Webster, 
Mrs. C. B. Wilson, 
William Yatter, 



Street Directory. 



I.s. 



liailev Avenue, from Middlesex, nurih-easlerlv. 

m m 

Barrc. tVom South Main, southerly. 

Baldwin, from Western avenue at State House, north-westerly, 

Iierlin. east and west parallel with the river. 

Cedar avenue, from Seminar\ avenue nt»rth-easierlv to School. 

Cemetery, from I'pper Main to Catholic cemeter\ . 

Court, from the Union Hou>e ljrid;^e north-westerly. 

Cross, from North north-westerly ti) Franklin. 

East Libertv, continuation of Libert v to Seminarv Hill. 

Eastern avenue. ea>t (if State House, from State tu Court. 

East Mechanic, from Meclianic near Franklin, easterly. 

Elm. from State at I\»t-Office, north-easterly. 

First avenue, from Hul.^banl. easterl\ ti* Seminary. 

Franklin, from Main opposite LilK-ny. north-easterly. 

Hillside avenue, from Baldwin. n<»rihcrly to Bailey avenue. 

Hubbard, from East Liberty. >ouiherly to liarre. 

Jav, from Main opposite Nortli. Noiith-casterly to Locjmi.' 

Liberty, from Main, southerly to Loomis. 

Loomis. from .Scho«»l, north-easterly to I'pper .Main. 

Main, from arch bridge to Seminary Hill. 

Mechanic, from I'earl. southerly tu North. 

Middlesex, from State, north-easterly. 

North, from Main, easterly. 

Northfield, from Berlin, south. 

Park, from Hubbard, north-west tu Loomis. 

Pearl, next north of Summer, parallel with it. 

Pitkin, from Lt.»omis ab«»vc Ea.Nt Libertv, easierlv. 

Prospect, above Berlm. 

l^itnam. from Barre. westerly to the railroad. 

Railroad, from State, south-westerly. 

Kidge, on Seminary Hill. 

School, from L'nion Scho<.>I. northerly. 

Seminary avenue, from Main. ea.>terly. 

Seminarv Hill cross streets. 

m 

Spring, from Main, northerly to Summer. 

St. Paul, from School, north-west to Liberty. 

State, from Main, to the cemetery. 

Summer, from Spring, eti-^terly to .Mechanic. 

Terrace, from Middlesex, north-westerlv. 

I'pper Elm. continuation of Elm. 

L'pper Main, continuation of Main. 

Witt's Lane, from Court, nonherly. 

Western avenue, from State, north-easterlv to Baldwin. 

Winter, from Elm. near the cemetery, northerly. 

Whittier, from North Main, southerlv. 



Subscribers for an extra edition of the Countv volume, to be soon published, will 
appear with that volume, and about thirty for this volume too late to give here. — Pi'B. 
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MONTPELIER. 

BY HON. ELIAKIM P. WALTON. 

From the first Vermont grant of the 
town of Montpelier, Oct. 21, 1780, to Jan. 
I, 1849, the territory known by that name 
embraced the present towns of Montpelier 
and East Monpelier ; hence this paper 
will for that period give the history of the 
two existing towns under the original 
name, and of the present town of Mont- 
pelier from the last-named date. 

location. 

The original town was located on the 
longest river which has both its origin and 
embouchure within the State — the Win- 
Goski. In a map published at New Haven, 
Conn., about 1779, this river was called, 
'*/?. a laMoelle, French R. or IVenusaoR.y 
also Oniain ^." The first name was given 
by Champlaln in 1609, to the next princi- 
pal river north, now called Lamoille, and 
it was erroneously applied to the Winooski 
on the map referred to ; French, or Onion, 
river was the name given in early New 
Hampshire charters of towns located on 
the river, and ** IVenusoo " and ** Oniain"' 
were the erroneous readings by the drafts- 
man or engraver, for the genuine and beau- 
tiful Winooski, and the equally genuine- 
but strong-flavored Onion, which suggests 
rather the richness of the broad meadows 
on either bank than the exceeding beauty 
of the mingled landscape of water, meads 
and magnificent mountains. 

The town was located in latitude 44° 
17' north, and longitude 4° 25' east from 
the capitol at Washington, and about 10 
miles north-east from the exact geograph- 
ical centre of the State, which is near the 
west line of Northfield, in the mountain 
between Northfield and Waitsfield. Four 
important branches embouch in the town 
or on its border: Dog river from the 
south, Stevens's Branch from the south-east 
and Kingsbury^s Branch and North Branch 
from the north, while the Winooski itself 
enters near the north-tastern, and runs to 
the south-western, corner of the town. 
Dog river gave the passage for the Vermont 
Central railroad through the mountains to 
the third branch of White river, which 



has it^ source at the same level as that of 
Dog river ; Stevens's Branch has the same 
soiy^ce in one of its branches as the second 
branch of White river, which cuts through 
the eastern mountain range by the famous 
** Gulf" in Williamstown, and a branch of 
Stevens's, fi-om Barre, gives easy access to 
the valley of Wait's river. The northern 
branches of the Winooski give eligible 
passes to the upper valleys of Wells and 
Lamoille rivers, and North Branch gives 
an easy and almost a perfectly straight pass 
into the valley of the Lamoille,oppositeWild 
Branch, which cuts through to a "branch 
of Black river, and thus opens a clear way 
to Lake Memphremagog ait Newport. This 
location of the town, so central and so 
easily accessible to the surrounding coun- 
try in every direction, probably had an 
important influence in making it the polit- 
ical capital of the State, as it certainly has 
had upon the thrift of its business men. 
These facts also indicate that in the future, 
as ability shall be given, the village/ of 
Montpelier will become the centre for the 
intersection of at least five railroad lines, 
running in the river valleys above. named, 
making it ultimately as accessible by rail 
as it has been by the ordinary highways. 
The Central railroad now opens two of 
these valleys to Montpelier ; in the third, the 
Montpelier and Wells River railroad is now 
in operation ; in the fourth, the managers 
of the Central road contemplate the laying 
of a track, and in that event the valley of 
the North Branch to tiie Lamoille will 
alone remain to be occupied. A survey 
for a railroad there has been made, and the 
route is proved to be feasible. 

EARLIEST GRANTS. 

The earliest known grant of any part of 
the territory, on which the township was 
located, was made by Cadwallader Colden, 
Lieutenant and acting Governor of the then 
royal Province of New York, June 13, 
1770, under the name of **Newbrook," 
which was a grant to Jacobus Van Zant. 
On a map of Vermont, and of parts of 
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, New York 
and Pennsylvania, published at New Haven, 
Conn., when the inhabitants of Vermont 
held their lands **by the triple title of 
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honest purchase, of Industry in Settling, 
and new lately that of conquest^ the last 
phrase indicating about 1779 as the dafe — 
this New York township seems to have 
embraced Montpelier eastward from a short 
distance west of the mouth of North Branch, 
near the spot on which the State Capitol 
stands, with parts of Barre, Plainfield and 
Berlin.* 

On the 25th of June, 1770, still another 
small portion of Montpelier, on the East- 
em border of the town, was granted, by 
the same authorit}*, under the name of 
** Kingsborough,^ to John Morin Scott, 
who was subsequently a delegate from New 
York in the Continental Congress ; and on 
the 3d of July, 1771, John Murray, Earl of 
Dunmore, and then Governor of New York, 
granted yet another portion, under the 
name of ** Kilby," to William McAdams. 
According to the map referred to, this 
grant covered all but a very narrow gore 
between the New Hampshire grant of 
Middlesex and the preceding New York 
grants of Kingsborough and Newbrook. 
Hon. Hilaxd Hall has suggested that 
Newbrook embraced Waterbury and vi- 
cinity, Kingsborough, Montpelier and vi- 
cinity, and Kilby, Middlesex and vicinit}* ;t 
but the New Haven map very correctly 
marks all the towns granted by New 
Hampshire on the North side of the Win- 
ooski, from Colchester to Middlesex, both 
included, with the names thev now bear, ex- 
cept Bdton for Bolton, and an omission of 
the comer of Richmond, which is included 
in Jericho. Immediately adjoining and 
East of Middlesex is ** Kilby,** just where 
Montpelier belongs. The only difficulty 

* Tbe explanation on the mi4> bring* oot m vtrongl j 

the Vermont spirit of thoae days, that It is worth oopj- 

inff entire, at follows : 

** The TownshijM or Grants East of Lake Cham- 
**PL.Aiif are laid down as granted by the State of 
**Mxw HAMF8U1&K, Except those that are marked 
^ Y Whieh were granted by tbe SUte of Nsw York 
**on unlocated ground, where thcr do not Interfere 
^*wlth the Hampshire Orants; the Sporlous New 
** York granu that lnterA*re with the Older ones are 
^marked with dotted lines, and as they are mosUy 
**■ granted to Offloers in the RMrnlar army except a 
^ few which have the name of WAixia, Kkmi*. and 
** some such otJier fkTonrites of these Princes of Land 
** Jobbers Moouc DUNMOBB, COLDKir, and Teyon, 
** Stamped on them, it was not thought worth while to 
**note them: Especially as the luhabltanU of tJie 
** State of Vermont now hold them by the triple tlUe 
** of honest purchase, of Industry in SetUlng, and now 
*' lately that of Conquest.*"— i^ facing pag€ 5N in 
Vol. 4, of Doeumentarf HUUtry ofSem York. 

t VermotU HUtorieal Soeistw CoOsetimu^ Vol. I, pp. 
IM, IM, U6. 



in the case is that " Kilby ^ contained 
30,000 acres^ or 6,930 mare than Mont- 
pelier, which would make ** Kilby'' cov- 
er a part of the present towns of Plain- 
field and Marshfield, with the whole of 
Montpelier ; but, on the other hand, in that 
case, the junctions of North Branch and 
Stevens*s Branch with the Winooski should 
be in •• Kilby " on the map, whereas they 
are in " Newbrook.'' The writer has con- 
jectured that *' Kilby" in £aict embraced part 
of the territory laid down on the map 
as Middlesex, and that Montpelier was 
covered by i^iarts of *' Kilby," *• New- 
brook " and ** Kingsborough," which would 
bring Berlin very near its correct place on 
the map, where it is in iauci quite erro- 
neously placed in relation to Middlesex. 
These statements are of some interest as 
belonging to the history of the town, yet 
they are of no possible importance, since 
the grantees of New York appear never to 
have availed themselves of their grants, 
though an attempt was made to survey this 
region in 1773, by Samuel Gale, which was 
prevented by Ira Allen.* 

The names of the New York grantees do 
not appear in the list of persons who re- 
ceived compensation for their lands out of 
the $30,000 paid by Vermont to New York 
as a settlement of the long and bitter con* 
troversy for title and jurisdiction. The 
three New York grants were therefore dor- 
mant, or had lapsed for want of compliance 
with prescribed conditons, when, in 1780, a 
petition was filed in the office of the Secre- 
tary- of State of Vermont, by Timothy Big- 
elow, Jacob Davis, Jacob I\i\Ts, Jr., Thos. 
Davis, and others, asking for a grant of 
unappropriated land. This was at the 
most critical period in the history of Ver- 
mont, when New York and New Hamp- 
shire were both claiming jurisdiction of 
the State, and Congress seemed so strongly 
bent upon sacrificing it to one of the claim- 
ing States, or dividing it between both, 
that the agents of Vermont in Congress 
withdrew, and indignantly refused further 
to attend, though invited to do so.f 

* Vt UiMtQtH*iil SocUtf Coflerfions, Vul. I, p. 3ie^ 
wlirre Allen vtatOM expiicltl) Hint Gnle*8 canip was 
^ near the iiurUK'Stft ouraer' uf tlic [llieu] pre^rul 
town of Montpelier.** 

t AoiiM, Vol. II, pages Sl-M. 
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At this period, two-thirds of the State 
were occupied by the scouts of the British 
army and the Green Mountain Boys,* and 
the British far exceeded the Vermonters 
in the number of men^nd in military sup- 
plies. In fact, on the very day when the 
General Assembly authorized the grant of 
Montpelier, Major Carleton with a British 
force was at Ticonderoga, just returned 
from a successful raid on North-eastern 
New York, in which he had captured Forts 
Ann and George, and destroyed nearly all 
the form-houses and barns in the towns of 
Kingsborough and Queensborough.f 

It was at this critical time that Vermont 
was forced to rely on policy rather than 
arms for protection, and the negotiation 
with Gen. Frederick Haldimand, Governor 
and Commander-in-Chief of the British 
forces in Canada, was then instituted. In 
these desperate circumstances, one of the 
greatest difficulties was the want of money 
with which to supply and pay the little 
army of the infant State — a State which 
was not only relying solely on its own re- 
sources for its own defense, but actually 
had furnished and was in part supporting 
Col. Seth Warner's regiment in the Con- 
tinental army, then and while in service 
used for the protection of Vermont's most 
dangerous enemy — New York. For the 
extraordinary expenses of military defense, 
the taxes upon a people just entered upon 
the primeval forests, and having hardly 
cleared enough to afford a scanty support 
even in peaceful times, would not suffice ; 
and necessarily, therefore, the State Gov- 
ernment relied upon the sale of its wild 
lands, and of the confiscated estates of en- 
emies, for a fund to meet extraordinary 
expenses. An essential point of course 
was, to find purchasers who could make 
ready pay in specie^ or its equivalent^ and 
thus supply the pressing needs of the gov- 
ernment. Accordingly we find, on the 
Assembly journal of the 14th of October, 
1780, the following entry : 

Resolved^ that a Committee of five, to 
join a Committee from the Council, be ap- 

*Iii October, 17M), the month lu which the ^nint nf 
MoiitiieiUtr was asked, a British party passed lliroiiicli 
lliat t^iwn.oi; rlicir way to attack Kuyaltoii.—ijc'eB.U. 
Hull's Koftei'n Vermont^ p .'MS. 

t Vt. /JUt, Hoc, ColU Vul. II. pages 36, 41 44, m-G». 



pointed to take into consideration the sit- 
uation of ungranted lands within this State 
which can be settled, and the several pe- 
titions filed in the Secretary's office pray- 
ing for grants of unlocated lands, and 
report their opinion lu/iat lands can be 
granted and what persons will most con- 
duce to the welfare of this State to have such 
grants. 

The members chosen by ballot are, Mr. 
Samuel Robinson, Mr. [Edward] Harris, 
Col. [J<5hn] Strong, Mr. [Ebeneeer] Cur- 
tiss, and Mr. [Joshua] Webb.* 

This Committee was deemed so impor- 
tant that on the 17th of October, 1780, the 
Assembly added to it four members, to 
wit: Mr. [Matthew] Lyon, Mr. [Benja- 
min] Whipple, Mr. [Thomas] Porter, and 
Mr. [Major Thomas] Murdock.f The 
members of this Committee were selected 
from the then most important towns in 
the State, to wit: Bennington, Halifax, 
Dorset, Windsor, Rockingham, Arling- 
ton, Rutland, Tinmouth and Norwich ; 
and the Council completed the Committee 
by adding leading men of the time, all 
noted in Vermont history, to wit: Ira 
Allen, John Fassett, (Jr.,) Jonas Fay and 
Paul Spooner.J 

The grant of the township of Montpel- 
ier — a name given by Col. Jacob Davis — 
was, in this emergency, the first one rec- 
ommended by the Committee and the first 
one authorized by the General Assembly. 

In General Assembly, } 

Saturday Oct. 21st, 1780. \ 

The committee appointed to take into 
consideration the ungranted lands in this 
State, and the several Pitches on file in the 
Secretary's office, &c., brought in the fol- 
lowing report, viz : 

**Tnat, in our opinion, the following 
tract of land, viz : lymg east of and adjoin- 
ing Middlesex, on Onion river, and partly 
north of Berlin, containing 23040 acres, be 
granted by the Assembly unto Col. Timo- 
thy Bigelow and Company, by the name 
of Montpelier." 

Signed, Paul Spooner, Chairman. 

The aforesaid report was read and ac- 
cepted, and 

Resolved^ That there be and hereby is 
granted unto Col. Timothy Bigelow and 
company, being sixty in number, a town- 
ship of land, by the name of Montpelier, 

• Ma. AuemNif Journal, 1778-1781, p. 128. 

t Same Auernhfy Journal, p. 130. 

I Ms. Journals of Council^ 1778 to 1780, p. 313. 
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situate and lyin§ in this State«> bounded as 
follows, viz: lying east of and adjoining 
Middlesex, on Onion river, and partly 
north of Berlin, containing 23040 acres: 
And the Governor and Council are hereby 
requested to issue a Grant or Charter of 
incorporation of said township of Montpe- 
Her, under such restrictions, reser\'ations, 
and for such considerations, as they shall 
judge best for the benefit of the State. * 

In Council, ^ ) 

• Saturday-, 21st Oct.* 1780. J 
The Governor and Council, to whom was 
referred the stating the fees for the grant 
of land made this day, by the General As- 
.sembly of this State, having had the same 
under their consideration, have stated the 
fees aforesaid at four hundred and eighty 
pounds for the sd. land, being one town- 
ship by the name of Montpelier, in hard 
money, or an equivalent in Continental 
Currency, to be paid by Col. Timothy Big- 
elow or his attorney, on the execution of 
the Charter of incorporation, on or before 
the 20th day of January next. 

Attest, Joseph Fay, Secy. 

;£48o.t 
Although the sole condition of the grant 

was the payment of £4^* in specie or an 
equivalent in Continental Currency, by the 
20th of January 1781, the first charter was 
not granted until the 14th of August of 
that year, when a very imperfect charter 
was drawn — probably by Thomas Tolman, 
one of the -grantees and Deput>' Secretarj- 
of the Governor and Council — and execu- 
ted by Governor Chittenden . I n this char- 
ter no boundaries were given to the town ; 
the customar)' five rights reserved for edu- 
tional and religious purposes were not in- 
serted, but were referred to as in the char- 
ter of the town of Ripton ; and two.onerous 
conditions were imposed, to wit : first, that 
within 3 years after the circumstances of 
the then existing war would permit, 5 acres 
of land should be planted or cultivated, a 
house at least 18 feet square on the floor i 
be erected, and one family settied, on each 
respective Right, on penalty of forfeiture 
of the land ; and, second, reserving all Pine 
Timber suitable for a Navy to the use and 
benefit of the Freemen of the State. As 1 
this is not /A^ charter of the town, another 
having been substituted for it, and granted 
to the original and a few other grantees, 



* Hi. Assembip Joumaf, I77»-I784/>. 1%^ 
t Ji*. J<mmaU of C^wmcO, 1778 to 1780, p. ai5. 



in 1804, it is omitted in this paper, and 
the reader b referred for a copy to Hon. 
Daniel P. Thompson's History of Monipc- 
lier^ published in i860, pp. 21 and 22. 

Notwithstanding the imperfection of the 
charter of 178 1, the proprietors proceeded 
to allot and organize the town under it, be- 
ginning with a warning dated June 11, 
1784, which was less than three years from 
the date of the original charter, and four- 
teen months after the close of the Revolu- 
tionary War, by Gen. Washington's proc- 
lamation of Apr. 19, 1783. Before noticing 
the proprietors and the record of their 
meetings, it is best to give a list of the 
proprietors, which is embraced in the per- 
fected and now actual charter of the town, 
that was authorized by a special act of the 
General Assembly, passed Feb. i, 1804, 
and executed on the 6th of the same 
month. 

The Charter of Montpelier. 

The G over f tor of the State of Ver- 

[l.s.] fftont, to ail People to whom these 

Presents shall come. Greeting : 

Whereas, the Legislature of the State of 
Vermont, at their adjourned session, hold- 
en at Windsor, on the first day of Febru- 
ar\' A. D. 1804, w^as pleased to pass an act 
entitled *an act authorizing the Gov- 
eremor of this State to issue a new charter 
of Montpelier,' — 

NoWy therefore^ Know », that 1, Isaac 
Tichenor, Governor within and over said 
State, and in the name, and by the author- 
ity of the same, and in pursuance of, and 
by virtue of the act aforesaid. Do, by these 
presents, give and grant the tract of land 
hereafter oescribed and bounded, unto Tim- 
othy Bigelow, and to the several persons 
hereafter named, his associates^ in equal 
shares, viz : 

Ebenezer Waters, Ebenezer Upham, 
Elisha Wales, Elisha Smith Wales, Joel 
Frizzle, Bethuel Washburn, John Wash- 
burn, Elijah Rood, Thomas Chittenden, 
George Foot, Elisha Smith, Jedediah 
Strong, James Prescott, Jacob Brown, Gid- 
eon Ormsbee, James Mead, John W. Danat 
Timothv Brownson, Gideon Horton, Mat- 
thew Lyon, Samuel Horsford, Ithamer 
Horsford, VVilliam Smith, Jacob Spear, 
Jonas Galusha, Mar>Galusha, Noah Smith, 
Moses Robinson. Moses Robinson, Jun., 
John Fassett, Jun., Jonas Fay, Abiathar 
Waldo, Thomas Tolman, Timothy Stan- 
lev, Joseph Dagget, Ira Allen, Lyman 
Hitchcock, James Gamble, Alanson Doug- 
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lass, Adam Martin, the heirs of Isaac Nash, 
Jonathan Brace, Howell Woodbridee, 
James Brace, Henry Walbridge, Jun., Jo- 
seph Fay, William Goodrich, Sybil Good- 
rich, Thomas Matterson, Amos Waters, 
David Galusha, Jacob Davis, Ephraim 
Starkweather, Shubael Peck, Jacob Davis, 
Jun., Thomas Davis, John Ramsdell, Issa- 
cher Reed, Isaac G. Lansingh, Ebenezer 
Davis, Asa Davis, Levi Davis, Ebenezer 
Stone, and Samuel Allen, — 

Which, together with the five following 
Rights, reserved to the several public uses, 
in manner following, include the whole of 
said tract or township, to wit : One Right 
for the use of a Seminary or College, one 
Right for the use of County Grammar 
Schools in said State, lands to the amount 
of one Right to be and remain for the set- 
tlement of a Minister or Ministers of the 
Gospel in said Township forever, lands to 
the amount of one Right for the support of 
the social worship of God in said Town- 
ship, and lands to the amount of one Right 
for the support of an English School or 
Schools in said Township, — which said two 
Rights for the use of a Seminary or Col- 
lege, and for the use of County Grammar 
Schools, as aforesaid, and the Improve- 
ments, Rents, Interests and Profits arising 
therefrom, shall be under the control, or- 
der, direction and disposal of the General 
Assembly of said State forever. 

And the proprietors of said Township 
are hereby authorized and empowered to 
locate said two Rights justly and equitably, 
or quantity for quantity, in such parts of 
said Township as they, or their committee, 
shall judge will least incommode the gen- 
eral settlement of said Tract or Township. 

And the said proprietors are ftirther em- 
powered to locate the lands aforesaid, 
amounting to three Rights, assigned for 
the settlement of a Minister or Ministers, 
for their support, and for the use and sup- 
port of English Schools, in such, and in so 
many places, as they, or their committee, 
shall judge will best accommodate the in- 
habitants of said Township when the same 
shall be fully settled and improved, laying 
the same equitably, or quantity for quan- 
tity, — which said lands, amounting to the 
three Rights last mentioned, when located 
as aforesaid, shall, together with the Im- 
provements, Rights, Rents, Profits, Dues 
and Interests, remain inalienably appropri- 
ated to the uses and purposes for which 
they are respectively assigned, and be un- 
der the charge, direction and disposal of 
the inhabitants of said Township forever. 

Which tract of land, hereby given and 
granted as aforesaid, is bounded and des- 
cribed as follows, to wit : 

Beginning at a Basswood Tree on the 



North Bank of Onion River marked Mid- 
dlesex Corner, July, 13, 1785 ; thence 
North 36° East, six miles to a Beech Tree 
marked Montpelier Corner, June 14, 
1786; thence South 54° East, six miles 
and a half, to a Maple Straddle marked 
Montpelier Corner, June 17, 1786 ; 
thence South 36® West, five miles and five 
chains, to a Basswood Tree in Barre North 
line, marked June 19, 1786; thence North 
67® West, one mile and sixty seven chains, 
to Onion River : thence down said river as 
it tends to the first bound. 

And that the same be, and hereby is in- 
corporated into a Township by the name 
of Montpelier. 

And the inhabitants that do, or shall 
hereafter, inhabit said Township, are de- 
clared to be enfranchised, and entitled to 
all the privileges aud immunities that the 
inhabitants of other towns within this State 
do, and ought, by the laws and Constitu- 
tion thereof to exercise and enjoy. 

To HAVE AND TO HOLD the said granted 
premises, as above expressed, with all the 
privileges and appurtenances thereunto be- 
longing, unto them and their respective 
heirs and assigns forever. 

In iestimofiy whereof f have caused these 
letters to be viade patent^ and the seal of 
our State to be hereunto affixed. 

Given under my hand at Windsor, this 
6th day of February, A. D. 1804, and of 
the Independence of the United States the 
twenty-eighth. Isaac Tichenor. 

By His Excellency's command, 
David Wing, Jr., Secretary of State. 

It will be observed that the boundaries 
are stated ; that all conditions are omitted, 
the town then being fully organized and 
well settled, having a population of about 
1000; and that the list of grantees and 
proprietors numbers 65 persons instead of 
the original 60. The additional names are 
the five first following that of Timothy Big- 
elow. It appears from the record of a pro- 
prietors' meeting, held in January 1787, that 
Joel Frizzle (one of the additional five) 
owned the original right of James Gamble, 
and his pitch was confirmed to him. Prob- 
ably the other four became proprietors in 
the same way — by purchasing original 
rights. The explanation of retaining in 
the new charter the names of original gran- 
tees who had sold their rights to the five 
new grantees in that case is, that it was 
done out of abundant caution, to make the 
title of the purchasers unquestionable . The 
original charter is not now to be found, 
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and probably it WSs de:^tniy«f omlie is^y- 
ingof Ihe nenctiartcr in wliiditasi^ii was 
fit that the five persons then holding orig- 
inal rights by purchase should have their 
names recorded in whnl «ii>-thr.r<Mnirlo be 
the chanerof the town. The town record 
indicates that the copy of the original char- 
ter has been cut out, and the new charter 
substituted for it. 

THE ORIGDi'AL PROPIETORS OF 
MONTPEJJKR. 

The Ibt of grantees is remarkable for the 
number of iht mdutniuJ men of the State 
embraced in it, to wit: Thomas Chilten- 
dtrn. Governor Moses Robinson, Judgeof 
the Supreme Court, Governor and U. S. j 
Seiwtor JonasGalusha, Judge of Supreme 
Court, and Governor; Ira Alien, -Stale 
Treasurer, Suneyor-General Agent to 
Congress, and the man of ail sorts of work 
in sun-c)ing. road-making, financiering, 
and Slate politics at home, and in sharp 
statesmanship and diplomacy abroad; Jo- 
nas and Joseph F.iy Secretaries, and 
Thomas Tolman, Dejuity Secretary, and 
all authors of State papers, the first-named 
Judge of the >]j-. :.r. Louri, and the lirst 
two, a^LiiLi ;o Liiiigiv.sj, and employed In 
the Haldimand correspondtnco ; Matthew 
Lj'on, Clerk of the General Assembly, 
Member of Congress, and an energetic 
and heroic man in politics uidbasincs^tn- 
lerprises and JohaFassett, Jr., andN'oah 
Smith, the first a Councillor, and both 
Judges of the SupremcCourt. With such 
proprietora, residing in "Wtstcrn Vt-r(T:o[ii. 
and most of ihem remote from Montpelier, 
it is nrtt Jiurprising tliat adeep interest was 
felt in the town, and a powerAil influence 
exened for its early prosperity in quarters 
where naturally it would receive little sym- 
pathy or bvot. 

THE "FOUXDER" of the TOWN. 

The first grantee of Montpelier, who in 
the Pedigree of the Lawrence family of I 
Massachusetts is styled fminJer of the , 
iau'it ef Mi'fitpelur PWmoHi, was Col. i 
Timothy Bigelow of Worcester, Mass., 
bom August -z, 1739. He was a distin- 
guished officer in the American War for 
Independence; a Major under Gen. Ar- 



nold in the expedition against Quebec, in 
177S-6-* Commander of the ISth Conti- 
nental Regiment al tlie capture of Bur- 
goyae and other battles and a .Member of 
the ['rovindal Congress of Massachusetts 
In I774andi775. Washington said, when 
reviewing Col. B.'s soldiers. — "This is 
discipline indeed." t!i~ •■ ■. T;-.i i'.\-, las 

of Mii-.achiiseits. foi !1; ■ -.a mem- 

ber of one or the other branch of the Lc^' 
i-^hlure and Speaker of the HoOM far 
1 n ears and his grand-daugbur 
K. h nn dau h of th e nd Tin«»- 
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LL L) K I m Congress, 

and M nister 1 1 i a he Court 

of S James t The founde of Mont- 
pelier died May 31, 1790, ten months be- 
fore thelown was organized, and doubtless 
Tiis rights to lands in the town all passed 
to other persons previous to the organiza- 
tion, the deeds of which i>e 
found in the records in the . . _ : -.ty 
Clcrka office. The author of the pedigree 
of the Lawrence famtl; of ciirirsc had the 
tradition that Timothy Digelow was the 
founder of tlie town, and perhaps full and 
authentic testimony to the fact. 

The writer of this paper can only con- 
jecture the ground on which the chief 
honor, as founder, j^ii'ji:! : ■..,', to 

Col. liigelow but the ■ ■ , so 

reasonably founded as to leave no doubt of 
its acOiracy. The original petition trf 
Timothy Bigelow and others for the grant 
bore the names of at least three of the 
Davises who were, with Joel Friide, the 
first settlers in the town : and the Datises 
were all from Worcester County Mass-, 
of which Timothy Bigelow wasa resident. 

Uncw.(Ib> 
UfUOoL B 

SUtaJ u« ■'idDrTfBMWaJj'McliL'tar 

tat, afttrwarti j*Ot|ta, iinJ Mlw J 3ni Gi 

udtrnDDTHTl Bion/iw.—^wavt MtiariurtM 

BVHUilala, tin eimnil irltb taom, bopliis lo oIbs 
■tctil orOHtac: Mr which fut tbe hub ■■Soaal 
Bfielaw '%«ilnii u tt, ud I* itlU ntaloed. 
t Srm gmflmmi 0n««wl»f JbyliO'. ToL HL UK 
lelBS PM> Mr. BuSi Bltar^Ucml O U imtrw 
lUE>tSth*>M«d nBoOrBUietDwaboTeDnJ 
ntlDS ■ pnOtn of H iBus, " ■rn*^ »•■ I—* !■>■> 
ifiOt Of.- ± SiMT moauher n 
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At the session in Oct. 1779, ^^^ legisla- 
ture of Vermont established a form of town 
charters, and appointed Ira Allen to visit 
sundry states to further the interests of the 
State.* The Vermont Ms. State Papers 
contain many petitions for lands granted 
in 1779, made on a uniform printed form, 
which was most probably furnished by 
Allen (then Surveyor-General ;) and many 
petitions in 1779 and 1780, of land com- 
panies formed in Massachusetts, Connecti- 
cut and New Hampshire, and in some 
cases of officers and men in the continental 
army. These, it is most reasonable to 
presume, were among the fruits of Allen's 
mission, which clearly was to make an in- 
terest for Vermont in as many states as 
possible, and also in the army. 

The conjectiu^ then is, that Col. Big- 
elow was the head t)f one of these land 
companies, as Gen. William Prescott, of 
Massachusetts, certainly was of another. 
Gen. Prescott was with Col. Bigelow at 
the capture of Burgoyne, and their resi- 
dences in Massachusetts were in the same 
region — the one at Groton and the other 
at Worcester. At the head of such a 
company. Col. Bigelow would have been 
the most active and influential man in 
forming it, and by his influence, and pos- 
sibly by his aid, the Davises were en- 
listed, who were the foremost men at work 
upon the ground; and their associates, 
most of them from Worcester and Ply- 
mouth Counties, Mass., were by the same 
influence led to become settlers. Certain 
it b that many of the early settlers were 
from that part of Massachusetts. To this 
day a Montpelier man cannot visit Wor- 
cester, Rochester, New Bedford, Yar- 
mouth, and Edgartown, without finding 
in each town names that were ^miliar in 
Montpelier sixty years ago — such as Davis, 
Gark, Stevens, Burgess, Hatch, Bennett, 
Hammett, and Nye. The writer is confi- 
dent that the original petition for the grant, 
could it be found, would prove that the 
company was chiefly composed of Massa- 
chusetts men, such as Col. Bigelow would 
most fitly head, and so make him justly 

• Vt, ffist. CoU^ vol. I, p. 4». 



entitled to the credit his descendants have 
claimed for him. 

proprietors' meetings. 

On application of more than one six- 
teenth of the proprietors, a warning was 
issued June 11, 1784, for the first proprie- 
tors' meeting, **at the house of Eliakim 
Stoddard, Esq., inn-holder, in Arlington, 
[Bennington county,] on Tuesday the 
17th day of August [then] next, at 9 of 
the clock in the forenoon," for the pur- 
pose of choosing moderator, proprietors' 
clerk, and treasurer, and to see what the 
proprietors would do respecting a division 
of the township. A meeting was holden 
accordingly, composed of Gov. Thomas 
Chittenden, Hon. Timothy Brownson, 
Maj. Gideon Ormsby, Jonas Galusha, and 
Thomas Tolman, esquires, and Mesrrs 
Joseph Daggett and John Ramsdell — who 
acted for themselves, and for others by 
power of attorney. Of these seven per- 
sons a majority were men of the highest 
worth and influence in the State : Gov- 
ernors Chittenden and Galusha ; Timothy 
Brownson, President of the Board of War, 
and Councillor from 1778 to 1795, and 
**one of the most trusted and confidential 
advisers of Gov. Chittenden during the 
whole period of his perilous and successful 
administration;"* Maj. Gideon Ormsbee, 
who was then and for many years a repre- 
sentative of Manchester in the General 
Assembly, and Thomas Tolman, Deputy 
Secretary to the Governor and Council, f 
The officers elected by the meeting were : 
Gideon Ormsbee, moderator ; Thos. Tol- 
man, clerk ; and Jonas Galusha, treasurer. 
It was voted to lay out a first divbion of 
lands in the town, in lots of 150 acres each, 
and a committee of six was appointed for 
the purpose, to wit: Thomas Tolman, 
Samuel Horsford, Gideon Ormsbee, Jonas 
Galusha, Joseph Daggett, and Samuel 
Beach— all but Mr. Beach being propri- 
etors, and he was the surveyor. 

The meeting adjourned to the first 
Monday in April, 1785, but there was no 
meeting at that time, and, under a new 

warning, the next meeting was at Arling- 

« — - — ^^— — — ^— 

• BHaiid Hairs Bariy Bittorjf of Vermont^ p. 468. 
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ton, Jan. ii, 1786, of which Col. Timothy 
Brownson was moderator. The appoint- 
ment of Mr. Tolman as clerk and the order 
for the first division were ratified, provid- 
ing that 5 acres should be added to each 
lot or right, as an allowance for highways, 
and that the division should be laid out in 
good form and as near to the centre of the 
town as might be. Col. Jacob Davis of- 
fered to complete the survey for £^\ 3s. 
lod. per right, and this was accepted. A 
new committee for la}'ing out the division 
was then appointed, consisting of Col. 
Jacob Davis, Ebenezer Waters, (or, on his 
failure, Caleb Ammadon,) Samuel Hors- 
ford. Col. Samuel Robinson, and Capt. 
Abiather Waldo. 

By adjournment, the next meeting was 
held at the house of the clerk, Thomas 
Tolman, in Arlington, Jan. 9, 1787. In 
the absence of Col. Brownson, Col. Jacob 
Davis was appointed moderator. The 
members of the committee to lay out the 
first division, who were present, were 
sworn before Gov. Chittenden to a faith- 
ful discharge of their trust, and then sub- 
mitted a return, plan and survey-bill of 
the division, which w^as accepted and or- 
dered to be recorded. A "draft," or 
drawing by lot, was then made, in the 
presence of the meeting, as the law re- 
quired, and a lot or right in the first di- 
vision was in that way assigned to each 
proprietor. Accounts were allowed, £^^^ 
9s. to Col. Jacob Davis for laying out the 
division — £^ to Thomas Tolman for clerk's 
fees — and 15s. to the collector for expense 
of advertising the first tax. A tax on each 
proprietor's right, of ;^i 5s. was then laid, 
out of the proceeds of which treasurer 
Galusha was directed to pay the above ac- 
counts. Joseph Daggett was appointed 
collector, and was directed to collect the 
tax in time for a vendue sale of lands, in 
default of pa>'ment on any right, on the 2d 
Tuesday of the succeeding June. It was 
represented to this meedng that Joel Friz- 
zel had become an actual settler, and had 
made his ** pitch " as owner of the right of 
James Gamble; whereupon it was voted 
that his pitch be granted and confirmed to 
him on the right of Gamble, and a lot of 



103 acres, (the three as an allowance for 
highvrays,) was thus allowed to him, and 
located on the Winooski, at the S. W. 
comer of the town, adjoining Middlesex, 
subsequently known for many years as the 
John Walton £urm, and now owned by 
Col. Elisha P. Jewett, and known as the 
Jewett bsm. It was also voted to lay out 
a second division of lands but excluding 
pine lands, to contain 66 lots, excluding 
the rights of James Gamble, (provided for 
in Frizzers pitch,) Jacob Davis, Jacob 
Davis, Jr., and Thomas Davis, who, in 
lieu of rights to be drawn, were allowed to 
select two lots of 186 acres each, within 
the second division, convenient for a saw- 
mill and a grist-mill. It was then voted 
to make a third division, called the *" Pine 
Pitch Division,'' l>'ing between Frizzel's 
pitch and the second division, being the 
land reserved in the second division, and 
this was to be divided into 70 equal lots. 
This division was small, 17 acres and 4, 
or i of an acre to the proprietor of each 
right. It was on the hill west of Green 
Mount Cemeter)', and Thompson stated, 
on the authority of the late Simeon I>ewey, 
Esq., who sawed the greatest part of the 
pine on this division, that the trees were of 
the most splendid northern sort, not ex- 
celled elsewhere in Vermont, or in New 
Hampshire, or even Maine. The condi- 
j tion of the first charter, then existing, as 
. to pine suitable for a navy, received an 
I interpretation most liberal to the -propri- 
etors of the town, many of whom sold 
their right to Col. Davis, and most of the 
lumber unquestionably went into vessels 
that were securely anchored on dry land. 
The State was not a loser by this appro- 
priation, however, since the pines firom 
that hill sheltered many a man who had 
ser\'ed his State and countr>' on sea and 
land in the revolutionar)' struggle, and who 
gave sons and grandsons to serve them in 
the war of 181 2 and in the last and great- 
est struggle o( all. Col. Davis was em- 
ployed to sur\'ey these two divisions on 
the same terms as for the first division ; 
I and Ebenezer Waters, surveyor. Col. Ja- 
■ cob DaN-is, Parley Davis, Nathan Waldo 
j and Joel Frizzel were appointed a com- 
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mittee to lay them out. After other formal 
business, the meeting adjourned to the 
second Tuesday of the next June, at the 
house of Capt. Elbha Wales, in Arlington. 

June II, 1787, the proprietors met per- 
suant to adjournment. Col. Timothy 
Brownson in the chair. Ebenezer Wa- 
ters, Col. Jacob Davis, and Nathan Wal- 
do, of the committee to lay out the second 
and third divisions were sworn, and then 
submitted their report, which was accep- 
ted by a unanimous vote. A drawing was 
then made, ** the same being done deliber- 
ately, correctly, and in open meeting," by 
surveyor Waters, so as to allot the land in 
the second and third divisions equally to 
each proprietor. On the 12th, the ac- 
counts for surveys, &c., were allowed and 
a tax voted ; Col. Jacob Davis and Parley 
Davis were appointed a committee to lay 
out and make the necessary highways; 
and the meeting adjourned to the second 
Tuesday in January, 1788. On the same 
day, June 12, 1787, a vendue sale of pro- 
prietors' lots took place for non-payment 
of taxes, and the sales were recorded, and 
rules for redemption adopted. About half 
of the original proprietors' rights to the 
first division were sold, and mainly to Col. 
Jacob Davis, and the proprietors' clerk, 
Thomas Tolman. 

The meeting at Arlington in January, 
1788, extended the time for completing 
roads until the succeeding June ; assessed 
a tax of 38. per right for making roads ; 
allowed the accounts of its officers, and ad- 
journed to the first Wednesday of June 
following, at the house of Jonas Galusha, 
in Shaftsbury. 

June 4, 1788, the proprietors met ac- 
cording to adjournment ; accepted the re- 
port of the committee appointed to make 
roads ; allowed their accounts, and assessed 
an additional tax of 19s. per right for the 
construction of roads. 

The next proprietors' meeting was held, 
on due warning, at Montpelier, Aug. 28, 
1792, of which Clark Stevens was mod- 
erator, and David Wing, Jr., clerk — both 
of Montpelier. The meeting ordered the 
fourth and last division of lands to be 
made under the direction of Col. Jacob 



Davis, and adjourned to the second Tues- 
day of May, 1793, at the house of Col. 
Jacob Davis, in Montpelier. 

May 14, 1793, the proprietors met as 
per adjournment, when the fourth division 
was accepted and allotted in 70 equal 
parts. After allowing the accounts for the 
same, the meeting adjourned, to meet at 
the (public) house of David Wing, Jr., in 
Montpelier, on the 14th of May, 1795. 

The adjourned meeting assembled at 
the time named ; ** and there appearing no 
business before' the meeting, Voied, that 
this meeting be dissolved." This was the 
last meeting of the proprietors, the land 
all having been allotted, and the town 
passed by formal organization under a 
legal town government. 

FIRST SETTLERS. 

According to his agreement with the 
proprietors, made in January, 1786, Col. 
Jacob Davis with a surveying party en- 
tered the town that year, and surveyed and 
laid out the first division of lands, his re- 
port having been made in January, 1787 ; 
but this service did not technically amount 
to** a settlement," although Col. Davis 
then undoubtedly determined to settle in 
the town. In the spring of the same year, 
1786, previous to the survey of the first di- 
vision, Joel Frizzel entered upon the south- 
west corner lot of the town, on the form 
formerly of John Walton, and now of Col. 
E. P. Jewett, cleared a small part of it, 
planted corn, erected a small log-house,- 
and resided in it with his wife, a French 
woman . * * This , " said Zadock Thompson , 
** was the first family in town."* In the 
later edition, he qualified this, by calling it 
** the first attempt to settle," adding that 
** the first permanent clearing and settle- 
ment was not made till the spring after" — 
that is, the spring of 1787. Daniel P. 
Thompson concurred with this last state- 
ment, giving the Davises the honor of first 
** permanent settlement," and character- 
izing Frizzel as an occasional sojourner, 
in his calling as trapper and hunter, in this 
part of the wilderness, who ** squatted on 
the banks of the river, in the south-west 

* VermotU OazeUeer^ 1824. 
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corner of the township." The Davises 
need no honor at the expense of Frizzel. 
They certainly were the leading men in 
point of ever}*thing but the mere date of 
settlement. Frizzel was officially recog- 
nized as a settler ; his pitch was confirmed 
to him ; the charter recognized him as an 
original proprietor in the right of James 
Gamble ; and in Jan. 1787, the proprietors 
appointed him as one of the committee to 
lay out the second and third divisions. 
D. P. Thompson conceded that he may 
have remained **a year or two longer" 
after the la}'ing out of these di\isions, 
which would give him a residence in the 
town of about 5 years. The writer does 
not hesitate to say, on these grounds, that 
Joel Frizzel was the first actual settler, 
dating from the spring of 1786. In a year, 
however, he was followed by much more 
enterprising, energetic and \'aluable men, 
though without their families until 1788. 

May 3, 1787, Col. Jacob £>avis, with 
hb cousin Parley Davis, and a hired man, 
left his fiimily in Brookfield, taking one 
horse and as large a quantity of provisions 
as could be carried, and on that day 
reached the house of Seth Putnam, in 
Middlesex, whose £urm joined the lot in 
MontpeUer which Frizzel then occupied. 
On the 4th, Col. Davis and party cut a 
bridle-road fix)m Putnam's along the bank 
of the Winoosld to a hunter's camp in 
Montpelier, on the ground now occupied 
by Washington County jail, nearly in the 
centre of Montpelier village. The hunt- 
er's hut was a very good one, well roofed, 
and walled on three sides, and was used 
until, in 8 or 10 days, a substantial log- 
house, 32 by 16 feet, was constructed and 
occupied. At this time two sons of Col. 
Davis had reached the camp, Jacob, junior, 
aged 19, and Thomas, aged 15 years. The 
party immediately made an onslaught on 
the magnificent maple forest then stand- 
ing, and cleared the land now bounded by 
Court street on the North, North Branch 
on the East, the Winooski on the South, 
and the State House and depot grounds on 
the West. This was the first occupancy 
of Montpelier village with an intention to 
settle permanently. This land was cleared i 



in time to plant it with com, of which a 
good crop was realized : and early in June, 
Col. Davis left to attend the proprietora^ 
meeting at Arlington on the nth, and 
Parley Davis proceeded to survey and lo- 
cate on a lot of about 300 acres at die 
centre of the town, which became his 
home for a long and honorable life. 

The work of clearing the land was con- 
tinued during the summer, and embraced 
most of the meadow land between the 
hills and the Winooski as fiir west as the 
knoll on which the Parson Wright house 
stands, now occupied by the widow of the 
first pastor's son, the late Jonathan Ed- 
wards Wright. This included the meadow 
land south of State House hill and west of 
North Branch, being nearly 50 acres. 
Thompson stated, on the authority of sur- 
viving contemporaries, that Col. Davis 
alone felled, trimmed out and cut into log- 
ging lengths, an acre of forest of average 
growth per day, and continued at this rate 
for several successive days. There was 
time then in that season for other work, 
and it was vigorously used. Col. and 
Parley Davis having been appointed in 
June, a committee to lay out and construct 
necessary roads, this work was entered 
upon at once. The first road constructed 
was fi-om the Union House bridge, now 
the entrance to School street, skirting the 
hill neariy on the present line of Court and 
High streets to the Winooski at the Parson 
Wright i^ace, and then following the riyer, 
substantially as the highway still does, to 
Middlesex line. The second road cut out 
by the Davises was in Beriin, being the 
present road from near the crest of Berlin 
hill, passing on the east side through the 
Andrew Cummings £urm to the Winooski, 
and then following the river to the Gas 
works, where the stream was fordable, ex- 
cept in high water. This intersected a 
road, or more property path, which had 
been opened through Berlin to the mouth 
of I>og river, and thus made a shorter route 
from the older eastern towns to Montpelier. 
Over this road, in £&ct, most of the eariy 
settlers in Montpelier came. 

The food of the sturdy foresters during 
the summer and autumn of 1787, was 
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mainly of the fish of the streams and the 
game of the woods ; but these were of the 
best. The streams were lull of trout, some 
of them weighing 5 pounds ; and the woods 
with wild game, such as moose, bears in 
abundance, deer, partridges, etc., and 
these, with the few condiments brought 
in by the party, vegetables and com of 
the summer^s growth, and a little flour 
from the older settlements, furnished bills 
of fare tempting even to goiumands, and 
were amply sufficient for the pioneers of the 
settlement. All their work that year was 
preparatory for settlement. The log-house 
was not furnished with cellar, floor, oven 
and chimney until autumn, and then, hav- 
ing secured the fruits of the first harvest. 
Col. Davis returned with his sons to 
Brookfield, to prepare his family for mov- 
ing into the new town and the new house 
with the first sufficient fall of snow. 

The family consisted of Col. Davis and 
wife, two sons, and four daughters. The 
sons have already been named. The 
daughters were Rebecca, who became wife 
of Hofi. Cornelius Lynde of Williamstown ; 
Hannah, wife of Hon. David Wing, Jr., 
of Montpelier, Secretary of State ; Polly, 
wife of Capt. Thomas West of Montpelier ; 
and Lucy, wife of Capt. Timothy Hubbard 
of Montpelier, Another daughter was born 
in Montpelier. 

Near the close of December, 1787, Col, 
Davis dispatched his sons Jacob and Thom- 
as, with their sisters Rebecca and Polly — 
all that could be carried at once — to Mont- 
pelier, intending to complete the removal 
of the family by a second journey of the 
team, with which Jacob Davis returned to 
Brookfield. But a series of heavy snow- 
storms made the journey impracticable; 
and thus the lad Thomas and the two girls 
were the only tenants of the new homestead 
until March. **Not another human £ace,^^ 
said Thompson, "made its appearance at 
this lonely, snow-hedged and forest-girt 
cabin.*" Most welcome then was the ad- 
vent of the remainder of the family in 
March, 1788. 

FIRST THINGS. 

The summer work of 1788 comprised the 
tilling of the ground previously cleared ; the 



clearing of the remainder of the meadow 
to the Parson Wright place, and part of 
that east of North Branch, now occupied 
by Main Street ; extending the clearing on 
the west side to the falls on which now 
stand the works of Lane, Pitkin & Brock ; 
and the erection of the first dam and saw- 
mill on those £alls. 

During the next summer, 1789, Col. 
Davis erected the first grist-mill on the 
falls of North Branch ; and thus prepara- 
tions were made to tempt new settlers with 
facilities for the erection of dwellings and 
converting the crops of corn and grain in 
the neighborhood into bread-stuffs. 

Sept. 22, the first birth in town oc- 
curred, being that of Clarissa Davis, young- 
est daughter of Col. Jacob Davis, and wife 
of Hon. George Worthington of Montpe- 
lier. 

Col. Davis employed all the men whose 
services could be commanded, his house 
of course being head-quarters, and more- 
over serving as hotel for all visitors. A 
larger house was a necessity; and there- 
fore, in the summer of 1790, the Colonel 
erected a large house, of two stories, with 
four spacious rooms in each story, and an 
attic that served on occasions as a welcome 
dormitory. This was the first completed 
frame house in Montpelier. After Col. 
Davis left it, this dwelling became the first 
County jail-house, and was such until 1858, 
when it was removed to another part of 
Elm Street, where it is still used as a dwell- 
ing-house. A frame for a house had been 
erected a few days before Col. Davis^s, but 
the house was not completed so soon as 
his. It was on the hill one mile north- 
east of the village, and was long known as 
the Silloway house, though it was built by 
James Hawkins, the first blacksmith in 
Montpelier, and finished in 1791. About 
the same time Hawkins also built the third 
frame house, in which the first store was 
opened by Dr. Frye, in 1791. This house 
stood until 1873, and was the first dwelling- 
house on the west side of Main Street, 
nearest to the Arch Bridge. These were 
quickly succeeded, all built by the ener- 
getic Hawkins, by the first Union House, 
which was the hotel kept by Houghton, 
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Tufts, Cottrill (before taking the Pavilion,) 
Lamb, Mann, and others in our remem- 
brance, and was burnt in 1835; and the 
Cadwell house, near the junction of Main 
and State Streets, once the finest residence 
in the village, and the favorite boarding- 
place of governors and other dignitaries, 
the wreck of which still stands, to the re- 
gret of many who would have so eligible a 
location for business purposes worthily 
improved. 

The first wagon was brought into town 
in 1789, from Vergennes, by Thomas Da- 
vis, who had to cut much of his way fix)m 
Williston to Montpelier, and scale ** Rock 
Bridge,^ in More town, by an ingenious 
pieee of engineering, which is fully de- 
scribed by Thompson. 

The first notable stranger in Montpelier 
was Prince Edward of England, Duke of 
Kent, son of George III. and Bather of 
Queen Victoria. He was the guest of Col. 
Davis for a night in the winter of 1790-^91, 
coming with an armed retinue of 20 men, 
to defend him from nolence, and serve as 
"tasters^ to try his food and save him from 
poison. Col. Davis so £ar assured the 
prince of personal safety, that he consent- 
ed to dismiss most of his attendants, who 
returned to Montreal, and the prince con- 
tinued his journey to Boston in a more 
modest and sensible style. * 

The first male child bom in town was 
James, son of Solomon Dodge, April 5, 
1790. The first marriage recorded is that 
of Jacob Davis Jr. of Montpelier and Cat}* 
Taplin of Beriin, the ceremony being per- 
formed by the father of the bride, John 
Taplin Esq., Oct. 3, 1791. 

The first school was kept in a log house 
on the river near Middlesex line, by Jacob 
Davis, jr., and continued from about 1789 
to 1 79 1. In 1 791 a school was kept in 
the village, in Col. Davis^ house, by David 
Wing, jr., who was subsequently Secre- 
tary of State; and in 1794, the town was 
divided into six districts, and schools 
were regularly maintained thereafter. 

The first tavern was built for Col. Dans 
on Main street, in 1793. It was the origi- 
nal "Union House,"' on the site of the 

* TkomptOH't Montpelier, p. &3. 



Unitarian church. This tavern was burnt 
in 1835, rebuilt and again burnt in 1859, 
and the third Union house was erected on 
its present site. The second tavern, 
known as the "Hutchins Tavern,^ and 
afterwasds the "Shepard Tavern,^ was 
built about 1800, opposite the entrance of 
Barrc to Main street. The "Pavilion" 
was built in preparation for the L^pslatnre 
in 1808 ; it was probably the finest hotel 
in the State then, and indeed for many 
>'ears, and had a high reputation, qiedally 
under Thomas Davis, and Mahlon 
Cottrill. 

The first physician was Spaulding Pierce, 
in 1790; the first lawyer, Charles Buckley, 
1797 ; the first minister, Ziba Woodworth, 
fi^e will Baptist, and one of the first set- 
tlers ; and the first mechanics were Col. 
Lamed Lamb, carpenter and miU-wright — 
James Hawkins, blacksmith, David Tol- 
man, clothier, Paul Knapp, brick-maker. 

The first thanksgiving day observed in 

the town was Dec. 1,1791. The first social 

ball occurred at the house of Col. Davis, 

on the evening of the next day, Dec. 2 ; 

and that was succeeded immediately by 

the first death noted in the recoid of the 

town — thus : 

'*Theophi]us Wilson Brooks, drowned 
Dec. 3d, 1791." 

In £act, however, his death was accom- 
panied by that of his betrothed. Miss Bet- 
sey Hobart, daughter of Capt. James Ho- 
bart, one of the first settlers of Berlin. An 
account of this unusually sorrowful event, 
written two days after and printed in a 
New York City newspaper, Dec. 31, 1791, 
has recently come into the possession of 
TAf yermani Historical Society. It b as 
follows : 

Extract of a letter from MontpeUer^ ( Vt.^ 
tlated December ^y I79i- 

A melancholy accident took place here 
last Saturday morning, of which the fol- 
lowing is an account : On Friday, the 2d 
instant, being the day after Thanksgiving 
in this State, the young people in this 
neighborhood assembled to spend the even- 
ing in dancing. Amongst others, two 
young gentlemen from this town waited on 
t\^-o Misses Hobart, of Berlin, on the other 
side of Onion river. After having spent 
the greater part of the night in merriment. 
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they parted about two o^ciock in the morn- 
ing'. The above-mentioned couples hav- 
ing to cross the river in a canoe, they four, 
(together with the ferryman,) imprudently 
got in all at once, and had not got far from 
the shore before the canoe overset ; but by 
the exertions of the ferryman, they righted 
her, and he, together with a Mr. Putnam, 
one of the young gentlemen, and one of 
the ^irls, got in ; out in helping the other 
girl in, they unfortunately overset the sec- 
ond time. They then endeavored for the 
shore. Mr. Putnam, at the danger of his life, 
swam ashore with the younger Miss Ho- 
bart under his arm ; but were both of them 
so far chilled as to be unable to stand, 
having swam more than forty rods, as the 
water was high and the current swift, be- 
fore they reached the shore. The ferry- 
man got ashore by the help of the canoe ; 
the other couple perished in the water. 
The young gentleman drowned is Mr. The- 
ophilus Wuson Brooks, son of Deacon 
Brooks, of Ashford, Connecticut, a val- 
uable young man, aged 25. The young 
woman is a daughter of Capt. Hobart, of 
Berlin, an amiable young woman, about 
twenty years of age. Tne body of the 
young woman was found about a mile be- 
low, yesterday morning. Mr. • Brooks is 
not yet found. 

• VITAL STATISTIC^. 

In this connection, the vital statistics of 
the town in its earliest years may as well 
be stated. From the settlement of the 
first family in the spring of 1786 to the 
summer of 1799 — n^ore than 13 years — the 
number of deaths recorded was 16. Of 
these, 3 were accidental, and 9 of diseases 
incident to infants and children; and of 
the 4 remaining, adult cases, 2 were of 
consumption, i of fever, and i of a ^disease 
unknown. The number of births in the 
same period is stated by Thompson at 130. 
The population in 1791 was 113, and in 
1800, 890 — Thompson's estimated average 
for the whole time, 400. The rate of deaths 
was therefore less than i| per annum, and 
the percentage five-sixteenths of i percent, 
per 100 of population. The registration 
report states the percentage of deaths in 
the whole State to population, in i8j8, to 
be 1. 14, which is more than three times 
greater than in Montpelier for the first 13 
years. The rate of births in Montpelier 
was I to every 40 persons ; whereas in the 
State, in 1858, the rate was only i to 



every 49 persons. The difference between 
the town and the State in the proportion of 
births to deaths is most remarkable; in 
the town the births being more than eight 
times the number of deaths, while in the 
State, the number of births, in 1858, was 
less than twice the number of deaths, it 
certainly must be conceded that Montpel- 
ier was, at the start, a remarkably fruitful 
and healthy town. This is presumed to 
be true of nearly all Vermont towns at the 
first settlement — of all that were not ex- 
posed, by their location, to peculiar mala- 
rial influences. Few but hardy and en- 
ergetic men and women would brave the 
perils and hardships of frontier life, and 
the labor of converting pathless forests 
into habitable, traversable and tillable 
fields ; and such people are proof against 
most diseases. 

Thompson stated other striking facts as 
to the health of the village of Montpelier, 
in his chapter on epidemics, which we 
quote nearly in full. The records of Rev. 
Mr. Wright, noted by Thompson, were 
undoubtedly more complete than the town 
records. The good parson was, from re- 
ligious principle, as well as from strong 
sympathy, a visitor to the bedside of all 
the sick and dying, and his parish then 
included the entire village. 

EPIDEMICS. 
FBOM D. P. THOMPSOIf^S HISTORY. 

Endemics we have none. From first to 
last no diseases have made their appear- 
ance in town which could be discovered to 
be peculiar to the place, or to have been 
generated by any standing \0c2l causes. 
Of epidemics, Montpelier has had its 
share, but still a light share compared, as 
we believe, with a majority of the towns 
in the State, only four deserving the name 
having occurred from the first settlement 
of the town to the present day. 

The first of these was the dvsentery, 
which fsLtaWy prevailed throughout the 
town, in common with most other towns 
in Vermont, during the summer and fall of 
1802. The victims in Montpelier were: 
Mrs. Sophia Watrous, wife of Ersistus Wat- 
rous, Esq. ; Erastus Hubbard, a younger 
brother of Timothy Hubbard ; John Wig- 
gins, another young man, and a consider- 
able number of children. 

The second epidemic was the typhus 
fever, which prevailed to a considerable 
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extent in the summer season of 1806, and 
proved &tal to Montpelier^s. fevorite and 
most honored citizen, David Wing, Jr., 
then Secretary of State. Luther Mosely, 
Esq., another valued citizen, also fell a 
victim to the same disease, together with 
a young man by the name of Cutler, a girl 
by the name of Goodale, and several 
others. 

The third epidemic visiting the town 
was that fearful disease known by the 
name of spotted fever, which, to the gen- 
eral alarm of the inhabitants, suddenly 
made its appearance in the village in the 
winter of 181 1. The first victim was 
Sibyl Brown, a bright and beautiftil daugh- 
ter of Amasa Brown, of the age of nine 
years, who, on Saturday, Jan. 2d, was in 
school, on the evening of that day sliding 
with her mates on the ice, and the next 
morning a corpse. The wife of Aaron 
Griswold, and the first wife of Jonathan 
Shepard, were next, and as suddenly de- 
• stroyed by this terrible epidemic, which 
struck and swept over the village, to which 
it was mostly confined, like the blast of the 
simoom, and was gone. Theie were over 
70 cases in this village, and, strange to 
tell, but three deaths of the disease, which 
at the same time was nearly decimating 
the then 400 inhabitants of Moretown,ana 
sweeping off 60 or 70 of the 2,000 inhab- 
itants 01 Woodstock. The chief remedy 
relied on here was the prompt use of the 
hot bath, made of a hasty decoction of 
hemlock boughs ; and the pine-board bath- 
ing vessel, imde in the shape of a cofiin, 
was daily seen, during the height of the 
disease, m the streets, borne on ths shoul- 
ders of men, rapidly moving fi'om house to 
house, to serve in turn the multiphnng 
victims. So strange and unexpected were 
the attacks, and so sudden and terrible 
were often the fatal terminations of the 
disease, that it was likened to the Plague 
of the Old World. Some of its types, in- 
deed, so closely resembled the Plague, as 
well to justify men in deeming them one 
and the same disorder. A bright red spot, 
attended with acute pain in some in- 
stances, appeared in one of the limbs of 
the unwarned victim, and, like the old 
Plague spot, spread, struck to the vitals 
and caused his death in a few hours. In 
other instances, a sort of congestion of the 
blood, or silent paralysis of all the fiinc- 
tions of the life, stole unawares over the 
s>'stem of the patient, his pulse fdtered 
and nearly stopped, even before he dream- 
ed of the approach of the insidious de- 
stroyer. The late worthy Dr. James Spald- 
ing once told us, that he was the student 
of an eminent physician, in Alstead, N. H„ 
when the epidemic visited that place, that 



he frequentiy went the rounds with his in- 
structor in his visits to his patients, and 
that on one of these occasions they made 
a friendly call on a family in supposed 
good health, when the master of the house 
congratulated himself on the prospect that 
he and his young family were about to e^ 
cape the disease which had been cutting 
down so many others. Something, how- 
ever, in the appearance of one or two of the 
apparentiy healthy group of children present 
attracting the attention of the old Doctor, 
he fell to examining their pulses, when in 
two of them he found the pulse so feeble 
as to be scarcely perceptible ; but keeping 
his apprehensions to himself, he made 
some genera] prescriptions for all the 
chUdren, and left, hoping his fears would 
not be realized. Within three days both 
of those children were buried in one grave. 
The ph}-sicians who had charge of these 
cases in Montpelier were Dr. Lamb, Dr. 
N. B. Spalding, Dr. Woodbury, and Dr. 
Lewis, of More town. Volumes have been 
written on the causes of this and similar 
epidemics, and yet to this day the subject 
is involved in clouds of m\'ster}\ 

The fourth epidemic followed soon after 
the last, and in some instances, assumed 
some of its peculiar tj-pes. This occurred 
in the winter of 18 13, and was here gen- 
erally calle^ the t>*phus fever, thoui^ it 
partook more of the characteristics of per- 
ipneumony, or lung fever, being the same 
clisease wnich first broke out uie ^1 be- 
fore, among the U. S. troops at Burling- 
ton, and by the following mid- winter had 
become a destructive epidemic in neariy 
every town in the State, carrying off, ac- 
cording; to the statistics of Dr. Gallup, 
more than 6,000 persons, or one to every 
40 of its whole population. In this whole 
town, during the year 1813, the number of 
deaths — most of which were of this dis- 
ease — was 78, among which were those of 
Capt. N. Doty-, R. Wakefield, C. Hamblin 
and others, in the prime of life. This great 
number of deaths in one year was, beyond 
all comparison, greater than ever occurred 
before, or has ever occurred since, it is be- 
lieved, in proportion to the population, 
which was then about 2,000 ; while the av- 
erage number of deaths in town per year, 
about that period, was, as near as can now 
be ascertained, but a littie over 20, and of 
course but litUe more than one death in 
100. In the village, according to records 
left by the Rev. Chester Wright, the av- 
era^ number of deaths for the five years 
preceding 18 13 was but four per year, 
which must have been considerably less 
than one to 100 yearly. This seems to \x 
confirmed by another record left by Mr. 
Wright, of the number of deaths occurring 
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each year in the village for the i/p years 
succeeding 1816, by wnich it appears that 
the average number of deaths in the vil- 
lage, during that whole period, was but 10 
yearly, while the population during the 
last-named period increased from nearly 
1,000 in 1816 to nearly 2,000 in 1830; so 
that the rate of mortality during the whole 
19 years, of which we have given the ap- 
proximate statistics, was, with the excep- 
tion of 18 14, always greatly less than one 
to ever>' 100 inhabitants ; all going to con- 
firm what we have before stated respecting 
the peculiar healthiness of the location of 
our town, and especially of our village, 
from the earliest times to the present day. 

Notices of Proprietors' Meetings, of taxes, 
and of Sales of lands for Taxes in Mont- 
pelier — Compiled by Henry Stevens, 
Senior, from files of the [IViJtdsor'] Ver- 
mont JOURNAL and the [Bennington'] 
Vermont Gazette.* 

^ organization of the town. 

March 4, 1791, Jacob Davis, Clark 
Stevens and Jonathan Cutler presented a 
petition to JohnTaplin, of Berlin, a justice 
of the peace for the County of Orange, 
praying that a warrant might be issued for 
calling a meeting of the inhabitants to or- 
ganize the town. Though this petition 
was not legal, (having the signatures of 
only three freeholders, while the statute 
required four,) Justice Taplin took no no- 
tice of the defect, but issued a warrant ** to 
Clark Stevens, one of the principal inhab- 
itants of Montpelier," requiring him to 

* It will be observed that these legal notices cover a 
mnch larger amount of taxes than that given In the 
preceding text. Compilations like the above, for 
many towns, may be found in the State Library, at 
the end of an old volume of the Windsor Journal, 



Proprietors to meet Aug 17, 1784, No. 48 
Ditto, Sept 12, 1786, [not holden,] 
Ditto, Sept 26, 1786, [not holden,] 
Ditto, 2d Wednesday of Jan 1786, 
Taxed 25s 8d per right, Jan 9, *87, 
Proprietors to meet 2d Tuesday 

of June, 1787. 
Sale of lands for the tax of 26s 8d, 

June 12, 1787, 
Taxed £1 9s 4d by the proprietors, 

June 12, 1787, 
Lands to be sold for said tax,Oct. 

16, 1787, 
Lands to be sold for town tax, 

Jan 8, 1788, 
Taxed 19b 6d per right by the pro- 
prietors [June, ^1 
Lands to be sold for said tax last 

Wednesday of Oct, 1788, 
Taxed £37 14fl Sd for the general 

survey. 
Lands to be sold for do. Feb 16, W, 
Two penny tax to be paid in la- 
bor. May, June and July, W, 
Lands to be sold for the general 

survey tax. Marcli 16, 1789, 
Lands to be sold for the 2 penny 

tax, June 38. 1791, 
Proprietors to meet Aug 28, 1798, 
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warn a meeting of the freeholders and 
other inhabitants of the town, to meet at 
the house of Jacob Davis on Tuesday, the 
29th day of March, 1791, at 9 o'clock in 
the morning, to choose a moderator, clerU, 
selectmen, treasurer, and all other town 
officers, and to see if said town will choose 
some proper person to remove the pro- 
prietors' records into the town. This 
warrant was dated March 8, 1791, and on 
the same day Mr. Stevens posted his warn- 
ing in accordance with the warrant and 
the statute, i^ursuant to the warning a 
meeting was holden, of which the follow- 
ing is the record : 

First Town Meeting. 

At a town meeting of the inhabitants of 
Montpelier, legally warned and met at the 
dwelling-house of Col. Jacob Davis, in said 
Montpelier, on the 29th day of March, 

1791 — 

Proceeded to choose a Moderator, &c. 
&c. 

1st, Voted, and chose Col. Jacob Davis 
Moderator to govern said meeting. 

2nd, Voted, and chose Ziba Woodworth 
Town Clerk. 

3d, Voted, and chose James Hawkins ist 
Select Man. 

4th, Voted, and chosd James Taggart 2d 
Select Man. 

5th, Voted, and chose Hiram Peck 3d 
Select Man. 

6th, Voted, and chose Jonathan Cutler 
Town Treasurer. 

7th, Voted, and chose Parley Davis Con- 
stable and Collector. 

8th, Voted, and chose Josiah 'Hurlburt 
Highway Surveyor. 

9th, Voted, and chose Benj. I. Wheeler 
Highway Surveyor. 

loth. Voted, and chose Solomon Dodge 
Highway Surveyor. 

nth Voted, and chose Col. Jacob Davis 
Lister. 

1 2th, Voted, and chose Benj. I. Wheel- 
er Lister. 

13th, Voted, and chose Clark Stevens 
Lister. 

14th, Voted, and chose Col. Jacob Davis 
Fence Viewer. 

15th, Voted to adjourn said meeting till 
the 1st Tuesday of September. 

The aforementioned officers were duly 
sworn and affirmed to the faithful discharge 
of their respective offices, before John 
Taplin, Justice of the Peace for said Coun- 
ty- 

Ziba Woodworth, Town Clerk. 
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On the record is the following list of vo- 
ters who look part in the organization of 
the town, to which we have added, when- 
ever possible, the region from which these 
original freemen of the town came. 

Benjamin 1. Wheeier. Rehoboth, Mass. : 
David Parsons. Oxford, now Charlton, 
Mas5. : Parlev Davis. Oxford, now CTiarl- 
ton. Mass. : l^benezer Dodge, Peterbor- 
ough. N. H.; Solomon Do&e. Peterbor- 
ough. N, H. ; Nathaniel Peck, Ro}-alston, 
Mass.; David Wing, Rochester. Mas.s.; 
Lemuel Brooks, Ashford, Ct. ; Clark Ste- 
rens. Rochester, Mass. ; Jonathan Snow. 
Rochester. Mass.: Hiram Peck. Ro>^ls- 
ston, Mass. : Jatnes Hawkins. James Tag- 
eart, John Templeton : Elisha Cummins, 
nora in Sutton. Mass. ; Jonathan Cutler, 
Charles McCloud ; Col. Jacob Davis, Ox- 
ford, now Charlton. .Mass. : Isaac Putnam : 
Nathaniel Davis, Oxford, now Charlton. 
Mass. ; Ziba Woodworth, Bozrah, Conn. ; 
Jeralhmel [B.] Wheeler. Rehoboth. Mass. ; 
Smith Stevens, Rochester, Mass. : Charles 
Stevens, RocheNler, Mass. ; Edmund Doty ; 
Duncan V'oung, a Scotchman, ^m llur- 

Siojne's army ; Freeman West. New Bed- 
oitI. Mass. 

The name of Josiah Hurlbnrt appears in 
the list of town officers elected, and it is 
presumed he was f citizen of lawliil age. 
Jacob Davis. Jr., was also of age and a 
citizen at that time. Thompson states that 
David Wing Jr. and Lamed Lamb ' 
then Freemen of the ton-n. and suggests 
that they may have been absent on the day 
of the meeting. This would make the 
whole nifmber known lo be freemen of the 
town at the organization. 30. The total 
population, by the census taken that year, 
was 1 1], which was small for the number 
of voters; but doubtless several who acted 
in town meeting had not then brought 
their &milies into town. 

These names indicate, as the ba was. 
that on the organization of the town, set- 
tlements had been made in ever;- quarter 
of it. on the hilLs and in the river \-a11eys. 
Even now the fiirms of these men are 
easily recognized, and many are owned by 
the descendants of the original settlers. 
The early occupancj- of the town so gen- 
erally was doubtless due lo the provision 
in the original charter, which required 
" that each proprietor, his heirs or assigns, 



sliall [jiant or cultivate 5 acres of land, and 
build an house at least 18 feet square on the 
floor, or have one bmily setUed on each 
respective right, within the termof 3years 
after the circumstances of the war wit) ad- 
mit of a settlement with safety, on penalty 
of the forfeiture of each respective right, or 
share of land, in said township, not so 
improved or settled." 

HABITS AND CHARACTER OP THE FIRST 
SETTLERS. 

Among the whole list of the 27 freemen 
who joined in its organliation we find but 
one or two who did not become, not only 
the permanent residents of the town, but 
the permanent owners ol the forms thej: 
tirst purcha.sed and improved for their 
homes. And in looking, now, over that 
ever lo be honored roll of men, then all 
fanners, consisting of the Wheelers, the 
Davises. the Templetons, the Putnams. 
the Stevenses. the Cummioses. etc., and 
then elandng over the town, we can 
scarceh' find one of the original homesteads 
of all ttiose thus settling which is not still 
in the possession of some one of their de- 
scendants. This fact alone speaks vol- 
umes in praise of the original inhabitants 
of the town. It speaks in such praise, be- 
cause it presupposes and proves the ex- 
istence, in them, of that int'aluable combi- 
nation of traits of character which can 
alone ensure full success in building up an 
abidingly thrifty town, and a well-ordered 
and respectable community — the resolu- 
tion and physical endurance necessary for 
subduing the fore.tU, the Ihigality and 
economy in living required for retaining 
and increasing the amount of their har^ 
earnings, ana the foresight and general 
capacity for business indispensable for the 
successliil management of their acquisi- 

That the first inhabiunts of .Montpelier 
were generally men of great physical 
powers, resolution and s^ility of pur- 



clearing up and improving their township, 
may be well enough seen in the pictures 
we have already drawn of the first years of 
the settlement, but more certainly so in 
the noble results of their exertions, which, 
after 20 years, stood developed in their 
individual thrift, in their aggregate wealth 
acd pecuniary independence. 

Bui those results were not brought about 
by hard labor alone. Strict frugality in 
living lent its scarcely less important aid 
in the work. Nature has but few wants ; 
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and these settlers and their families seem 
to have been well content to put up with 
her real requirements. The ambition for 
display in dress, ecjuippage and costly 
buildings was a forbidden, and an almost 
unknown, passion among them. And all 
expectations of making property without 
work, or of living on credit, were ideas 
which were still more scouted. They 
dressed comfortably but very plainly, wear- 
ing, for the 12 or 15 years of the settle- 
ment at least, scarcely anything but what 
was the product of their own looms and 
spinning-wheels. With these implements, 
so necessary for the times, nearly every 
household was supplied. The girls spun, 
and the mothers wove, from their own 
wool, the flannels to be dressed or pressed 
for their best winter wear, and from their 
own flax the neat linen checks for their 
gowns and aprons for summer. Then the 
females of tnat dav made their health, 
their husbands' or fathers' wealth, and es- 
tablished enduring habits of industry for 
themselves, as they were passing along in 
their daily routine of household employ- 
ments. And who does not see how much 
better it would in reality be for the health, 
constitutions and habits of the females of 
the present day, if they were compelled to 
resort to the same way of clothing them- 
selves and their families. Foreign man- 
, ufactured goods were scarcely used at all 
for clothing during the first dozen years of 
the settlement. The wives who came into 
town with their husbands might have 
brought with them, perhaps, their calico 
gowns; and it was known that **Marm 
Davb,'' as that pattern of housewives, the 
help-meet of Col. DavLs, was called, had 
brought with her a silk gown — the one, it 
is believed, in which she was married ; but 
it is not known that there were any others. 
The first silk dress that was ever pur- 
chased and brought into Montpelier for 
one of its lady residents was one obtained 
for the wife of Judge David Wing, and 
was first worn by her at a meeting late in 
1803. 

** I well remember when that first silk 
gown made its appearance," recently said 
an aged lady cotemporary of the favored 
possessor of the rare garment, to us while 
making enquires about such matters. ** It 
was a meetmg held in one of Col. Davis' 
new barns. Hannah, that is Mrs. Wing, 
came in with it on, and made quite a sen- 
sation among us, but being so good a 
woman, and putting on no airs about it, 
we did not go to envying her. We thought 
it extravagant, to be sure ; but as her hus- 
band had just been elected Secretary of 
State, and might wish to take her abroad 
with him, wc concluded at length that the 



purchase might be perhaps, after all, quite 
a pardonable act.'' 

Ribbons and laces were not worn nor 
possessed by the women ; and the wearing 
of bonnets, which are thought to require 
trimmings made of such materials, was 
scarcely more frequent. Instead of bon- 
nets, they generally wore for head-dress 
when going abroad, the more substantial, 
but no less neat and tasteful, small fur 
hats, which were then alr^dy being man- 
ufactured in several of the older towns in 
the State. And it was not dU a merchant 
had established himself in town that any 
innovation was made in these simple kinds 
of female attire. Then, for the first time, 
calico gowns became common — the best 
qualities of which cost 75 cents per vard, 
but of so strong and substantial a fabric 
that one of them would outwear two, or 
even three of most of those of the present 
day. 

The men dressed as ^lain, or plainer. 
Tow cloth for summer, and striped un- 
dressed woolens for winter, were the stand- 
ing materials of their ordinary apparel. 
For public occasions, however, most of 
them managed to obtain one dress each, 
made of homespun woolen, colored and 
dressed cloth, which, as they used them, 
were generally good for their lifetimes. 
The first *' go-to-meeting*' dresses of the 
boys were also, of course, domestic man- 
ufacture, and generally of fustian. A new 
fustian coat was a great tiling in the eyes 
of a boy of fourteen in those days. 

But as their days of gallantry approached, 
their ambition sometimes soared to a new 
India cotton shirt, which then cost 62 
cents per yard, though now not ^ fourth 
of that amount. The men wore nir caps 
or felt hats for every-day use, but some of 
them, fur hats on public occasions ; and a 
few of the wealtnier class, especially if 
they became what was called public char- 
acters, bought themselves beaver hats, 
which stood in about the same relation 
among the outfits of the men as did silk 
gowns among those of the women, such 
hats at that time costing $30 each. But 
this was 'not so very bad economy as might 
be supposed, after all, since one of the 
clear beaver hats of that day would not 
only wear through the lifetime of the 
owner, but the lifetime of such of his sons 
as had the luck to inherit it. 

The ordinary articles of family food 
were corn and wheat bread, potatoes, 
peas, beans and garden vegetables, pork, 
fish and wild game. Sweet-cake, as it was 
called, was rarely made, and pastry was- 
almost wholly unknown. Indeed, we have 
been unable to learn that a pie of any kind 
was ever seen on a table in town till nearly 
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a dozen years after it was first settled. 
About that time, however, one of the 



means all performed by the male inhab- 
itants. Wives and daughters considered 



elder daughters of Col. Davis, on noticing ' it no disparagement to go out to work in 
some fine pumpkins that were brought to 1 the delds, or even into the forest, when- 
the house during the har\*esting, conceived j ever the occasion required it at their hands, 
the ambitious idea of making a mess of I They boiled salts and made maple sugar at 
pumpkin pies, and obtaining at last the times in' the woods, and often in busy 



reluctant consent of her mother to let her 



seasons, worked with their husbands, fath- 



make the experiment, she made a batch ers or brothers, in making hay, har\'esting 
which took to a charm with the whole fsLm- ! ^in, husking com and digging potatoes 



ily and the several visitors innted to par- 
take of the novel repast. After this, 
pumpkin pies became a staple of the tea- 
table on all extra occasions. 

Laboring men who, in felling the forest, 
logging, or boiling salts, as the first state ^itemeir assistance, tven colonel uavis, 
ofmaking potashes and pearis was called, I ^vhose familv was regarded as standmg m 
often went considerable distances from j the first position in society, could be seen 
their homes to work, generally took their I leading his bevy of beautiful daughters 
dinners along with them into the woods, into his fields to pull flax 



m the field. The wives and daughters of 
the rich and poor alike cheerfully engaged 
in all these out-door emplojinents, when 
the work, for want of the necessary male 
help or other circumstances, seemea to in- 
xite their assistance. Even Colonel Davis, 



leaving the women to take care of the 
cattle and eveothing reouiring atten- 
tion about homA These dinners gener- 
ally consisted of baked or stewed pork and 



But frugality* m modes of dress, the 
supplies of the table, and other domestic 
arrangements for saving expenses and liv- 
ing within their means, did not constitute 



beans, and not unfrequently of onlv bread the whole of their system of economy, 
and raw salt pork. Colonel Davis 'alravs i Their provident forecast taught them the 
used to recommend to his laborers to ^t e\'ys of debt. For they felt that under 
their pork raw or without any kind of ; the depressing infhience of that sort of 
cooking, contending that it ^-as more i slaver)-, they could never enjoy that feel- 
healthy when eaten in that wav than in anv : ing of proud independence which they 
other. Some of the new hancLs that had , carefiilly cherished, and which constituted 
been hired in by the Colone^l at last, how- 1 the best part of their happiness. They 
ever, rebelled against the practice. Among nghtly appredated, also, the bad moral 
the latter was Lemuel Brooks, the after- tendencies of that eul, than which scarcely 
wards well-known Captain Brooks, who \ nothing more silently and surely tends, 
assured his fellow-laborers one dav, after with its numberiess temptations, to do 
they had been making their dinners on what we othemise would not do, to de- 
raw pork, that he was determined to . base our best feelings and convictions as 
set his vdis to work and see if he could men, and undermine our best civic virtues 
not, h^ the next noon, get up a more ! ^ freemen. Our first settlers, therefore, 
christianlike dinner. Accordinglv he came carefully avoided it, making their calcula- 
on the next morning wth gun and ammu- . tions far ahead so to live, so to purchase, 
nition, and just before noon stepped off and so to enlarge their plans of improve- 
into the neighboring thickets, and shot ■ ment, as to keep out of debt, and often 
two or three brace of partridges, which, in | foregoing the most tempting of bargains 
their chosen localities, were as plentv as ■ rather than increase it. 
hens about a farm-house. And having i To enable the reader to estimate the 
speedilv plucked and dressed the birds, he ' cost of living and the profits of farming, as 
suspended them by the legs over a fire ! well as to appreciate the frugality of set- 
struck and built for the purpose, with a ' tiers, it will be well to note a few of the 
thick slice of pork made to hang directlv prevailing prices of labor, stock and other 
above each, so that the salt gravy shoulci products of the day, as well as those of 
drip upon or into them, and moisten and the few necessary articles which the set- 
season them while cooking. As soon as tiers were compelled to import for their 
he had thus prepared his meal, he hallooed use and consumption in living, or in pur- 
to the men, and in his usual jovial and suing their ordinar}- avocations, 
humorous manner, bid them come in and . 

^-,1^ ^<-u;. ».«^„. ;«,.^«*^ a;^^^^ ^f' PRICES OF LABOR, STOCK, EXI'ORTEO 

ridges thenceforward became a favorite The wages of the best class of laborers 
meal among the woodmen of the settle- were $9.00 per month, and 42 to 50 cents 
ment. for casual day's work. 

The out-door work, at the period of" The common price of wheat was 67 cts. 
which we have been speaking, was by no per bushel; Indian corn, 50; oats, 25: 
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potatoes, 25; best yoke of oxen, $40.00; 
best horses, $50; best cows, $25 ; salts of 
lye, $4 to $5 per cwt. ; pork, in dressed 
hogs, $4 to $6 ; beef, averaging $4. 

Of articles imported, the prices were : 
For rock salt, $3 per bushel ; common. 
$2.50; loaf sugar, 42 cts. per lb. ; brown, 
17 to 20 cts.; common W. I. molasses, 
$1.17 per gallon; green tea, $2 per lb.; 
poorest Bonea, 50 cts. per lb. : nutmegs, 12 
cts. each ; .ginger, 34 cts. per lb. ; pepper, 
75 ; iron shovels, $1.50 each ; broad-cloth, 
$8 to $10 per yd. ; E. I. cotton cloth, 62 
cts. ; calico, 50 to 75 cts. ; W. I. rum, $2 
per gallon ; dry salt fish, 1 1 cts. per lb. 

And yet, with these extremely low pri- 
ces for their products, and enormously 
high ones for their imported necessaries, 
the settlers, such was their industry and 
frugality, steadily progressed along tlie 
way to indepenclence and wealth. But 
though the openings in the forest, rapidly 
increasing in extent and number, the more 
and more highly cultivated fields, the bet- 
ter and better filled barns, and the con- 
stantly multiplying stock of the barn- 
yards, made their yearly progress in thrift 
clearly obvious to all, yet the ratio of that 
progress can be accurately estimated only 
from the financial statistics of the town. 
And for this puri)ose we subjoin the sev- 
eral grand lists of the town from its or- 
ganization for the next succeeding fifteen 
yeai's, or to and including 1807, all taken 
yearly and on the same plan. 

GRAND LISTS OF MONTPELIEK FROM 1 792 
TO 1806, INCLUSIVE. 

1792, $2,141.67; 1793, $3,075.00; 1794, 

$4»53i-67; i795»5^5»705-83; i79^»$7.66o; 
I797» *9794-««-; i79^» ?»o»963'93; i799» 
$14.53875; 1800, $15,390.93; 1801, $16,- 
979.77; 1802, $17,437.13; 1803, $18,126.- 
99; 1804, $19,310.91; 1805, $22,920.55; 
1806, $25,883.80. 

The increase of the population of the 
town, in the meanwhile, will be .seen by 
the ditferent enumerations of the U. S. 
Census, the whole of which, as we may 
not find a more convenient place for them, 
we will also here insert. 

Census of the Town. — By the first 
enumeration, 1791, 113; in 1800, 890; 
1810, 1,877; 1820, 2,308; 1830, 2,985; 
1840, 3,725 ; 1850, Montpelier, 2,310, East 
Montpelier, 1,448, united, 3,758; i860, 
Montpelier, 2,411, East Montpelier, 1,328, 
united, 3.739; 1870, Montpelier, 3,023, 
East Montpelier, 1,130, united, 4,153; 
1880, Montpelier, 3.219, East Montpelier, 
972, united, 4,191. 

This statement shows a steady increase 

except in i860, '70 and '80, when East 

Montpelier lost materially. From 1840 to 



i860 the old town as a whole was nearly 
stationary, while the present town, or the 
old village, has constantly increased. 



Part II. History Subsequent to the 
Organization of the Town. 

The strictly civil history of the town 
from its organization is that of every town 
in Vermont — a record of town meetings, 
of roads laid, school districts established, 
taxes voted, cemeteries provided, and lists 
made of persons warned out of town that 
they might not become chargeable to it as 
paupers;* of elections, national, state and 
town, and of annual reports and returns 
required ; of intentions of marriage, mar- 
riages, births and deaths — very incom- 
plete. These fill volumes, and are of no 
use but for occasional reference, and in- 
stead of these it is deemed best to give con- 
densed statements, under different heads, 
of what has served to make the town, and 
most to mark its history, mainly outside of 
its official records. 

POLITICAL HISTORY. 

yoUs for President from 1828 to i88o.t 

1828, John (2uincy Adams, (National 
Republican,) 185 ; Andrew Jackson, (Dem- 
ocratic,) 171. 

1832,1 Andrew Jackson, (Democratic,) 
284; Henr>' Clay, (Nat. Repub.) 163; 
Wm. Wirt, (anti-Masonic,) 70. 

1836, Martin Van Buren, (Democratic,) 
311 ; Wm. Henry Harrison, (Whig,) 246. 

1840, Martin Van Buren, (Democratic,) 
348; Wm. Henry Harrison, Whig,) 340; 
scattering 5. 

1844. James K. Polk, (Democratic,) 
348; Henry Clay, (Whig,) 250; James G. 
Birney, (Abolition,) 55. 

1848,8 Zachary Taylor, (Whig,) 403; 

'Tlicse lists contain the names of the wealthiest as 
well as of the poorest citizens, with their AuiiUles, Ir- 
respective of character, color or condition, and were 
Intended to embrace every person who at the time 
had not become lefrallv chargeable t(» the town in case 
aid or support should be needed. 

t The first recorded vote Is that of 1828, tlic presiden- 
tial electors having been previously elected by tlie 
General Assembly. 

X There Is no record of presidential vote, and the 
votes Kiven above were for Slate officers tliat year, 
being the nearest approximation to the presidential 
vote. 

§Atallof the elections thus markeil [§]. m<-mbers 
and officers ol the Legislature voted In Montpelier. 
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Lewis Cass, (Democratic,) 333; Martin 
Van Buren, (Free-Soil,) 249. 

After the Divisian of the Town. 

1852, Winfield Scott, (Whig,) 388; 
Franklin Pierce, (Democratic,) 222 ; John 
P. Hale, (Abolition,) 171. 

i856,§ John C. Freemont, (Republi- 
can,) 726 ; James Buchanan, (Democratic,) 
198; scattering, i. 

1 860, § Abraham Lincoln, (Republican,) 
541 ; Stephen A. Douglass, (Democrat- 
ic,) 180; Edward Everett, (Conservative,) 
3; John C. Breckenridge, (pro-slavery 
Dem.) 2. 

1864, § Abraham Lincoln, (Republican,) 
664; Geo. B. McCIellan, (Democratic,) 

157. 
1868, Ulysses S. Grant, (Republican,) 

416; Horatio Seymour, (Democratic,) 148. 

1872, Ulysses S. Grant, (Republican,) 
496; Horace Greeley, (Liberal,) 223; 
Charles O'Connor, (Democrat,) 3. 

i876,§ Rutherford B. Hayes, (Republi- 
can,) 577 ; Samuel J. Tilden, (Democrat,) 

423- 

1880, James A. Garfield, (Republican,) 

651 ;W. S. Hancock, (Democrat,) 382; 
scattering, 2. 

In ten of the above elections the ma- 
jority of votes cast in Montpelier was for 
the candidate elected ; in one instance the 
plurality was for the candidate elected ; in 
one instance the plurality and in two in- 
stances the majority was for candidates who 
were not elected, in 10 elections out of 14, 
therefore, the preference of Montpelier 
has coincided with that of the nation; 
four times on the Democratic side, and six 
times on the Republican side. 

Votes for Governor from 1792 to 1880. 

1792, Thomas Chittenden 24. 

1793, Thomas Chittenden 23, Samuel 
Hitchcock 2, Parley Davis i. 

1794, Thomas Chittenden 26, Elijah 
Paine 25, Nathaniel Niles i. 

1795, Thomas Chittenden 27, Isaac 
Tichenor 19. 

1796, Isaac Tichenor 24, Thos. Chitten- 
den 17, Paul Brigham i. 

1797, Elijah Paine 22, Samuel Hitch- 
cock 6, David Wing, Jr., 3, Lewis R. 
Morris i. 



1 79^^-99* Unanimous for Isaac Tichenor, 
the votes being 47 and 64. 

1800, Isaac Tichenor 59, Paul Brigham 
2, Edward Lamb i. 

1 80 1, Isaac Tichenor 51, Paul Brigham 
I, Israel Smith i. 

1802, Isaac Tichenor 49, Israel Smith 
13, Joseph Wing i. 

1803, Isaac Tichenor 59, Jonathan Rob- 
inson 12. 

1804, Isaac Tichenor 65, Jona. Robin- 
son 28, Lewis R. Morris 2, Jonas Galu- 
sha I. 

1805, Isaac Tichenor 69, Jona. Robin- 
son 16, Israel Smith i. 

1806, Isaac Tichenor 58, Israel Smith 
23, James Fisk 1 . 

1807, Isaac Tichenor 68, Israel Smith 21. 

1808, Isaac Tichenor 117, Israel Smith 
109; Wm. Chamberlain 2. 

1809, Jonas Galusha 155, Isaac Tichenor 
112. Paul Brigham 4, Charles Marsh and 
Edward Lamb i each. 

18 10, Jonas Galusha 147, Isaac Tichenor 
107, Paul Brigham, Elijah Paine and 
James Fisk i each. 

181 1, Jonas Galusha 150, Martin Chit- 
tenden 103, Paul Brigham 2, Wm. Cham- 
berlain and Benjamin Swan i each. 

1812, Jonas Galusha 163, Martin Chit- 
tenden 147, Paul Brigham 2, Timothy 
Merrill and Salvin Collins i each. 

18 1 3, Jonas Galusha 172, Martin Chit- 
tenden 150, Paul Brigham and William 
Chamberlain 2 each, Chauncey Langdon i . 

1 814, Jonas Galusha 163, Martin Chit- 
tenden 156, Wm. Chamberlain and Ed- 
ward Lamb i each. 

181 5, Martin Chittenden 175, Jonas Ga- 
lusha 171, Paul Brigham and Nahum Kel- 
ton I each. 

1 8 16, Jonas Galusha none, Sam'l. Strong 
none ; number of votes not recorded. 

1817, Jonas Galusha 147, Isaac Tichenor 

72. 

1818-^19, Jonas Galusha 155, Charles 
Marsh i ; same each vear. 

1820, unanimous for Richard Skinner; 
191 votes cast. 

1821-22, Richard Skinner 172, Dudley 
Chase 2 ; same both years. 

1823, Cornelius P. Van Ness 145. 
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1824, Cornelius P. Van Ness 126, Sam- 
uel C. Crafts I. 

1825, Cornelius P. Van Ness 227, Sam- 
uel C. Crafts 5, Wm. A Griswold i. 

1826, Ezra Butler 189, Lemuel Whitney 
56, Joel Doolittle 2, Samuel C. Crafts i . 

1827, Ezra Butler 359 ; opposition vote 
not published ; no town record. 

1828, Samuel C. Crafts 187, Joel Doo- 
little 2. 

1829, Samuel C. Crafts 190, Joel Doo- 
little 74, Heman Allen 1 1 , Chauncey Lang- 
don 2, Ira Allen and Silas Crafts i each. 

1830, Samuel C. Crafts 181, Ezra Meach 
172, Wm. A. Palmer 37. 

183 1, Ezra Meach 234, Heman Allen 
141 ,Wm. A. Palmer ^^, Samuel C. Crafts i . 

1832, Ezra Meach 284, Samuel C. Crafts 
163, Wm. A. Palmer 70. 

1833, John Roberts 216, Wm. A. Palmer 
193, Ezra Meach 114, Horatio Seymour 
18, James Bell 3, D. A. A. Buck i. 

1834, Wm. C. Bradley 347, Wm. A. 
Palmer 154, Horatio Seymour 118, Samuel 
C. Crafts I. 

1835, Wm. C. Bradley 302, Charles 
Paine 115, Wm. A. Palmer 52, Wm. A. 
Griswold and Dudley Chase i each. 

1836, Wm. C. Bradley 375. Silas H. 
Jennison 281, Wm. Slade i. 

1837, Wm. C. Bradley 346, Silas H. 
Jennison 292. 

1838, Wm. C. Bradley 388, Silas H. 
Jennison 305. 

1839, Nathan Smilie 405, Silas H. Jen- 
nison 340, Timothy Goodale 3, Lyman 
Fitch I. 

1840, Paul Dillingham, Jr., 428, Silas H. 
Jennison 386, Solomon Sias 5, scatter- 
ing 3- 

1841, Nathan Smilie 445, Charles Paine 

261, Titus Hutchinson 43, Samuel C. 
Crafts and H. F. Janes i each. 

1842, Nathan Smilie 430, Charles Paine 
272, Charles K. Williams 22, C. B. Wil- 
liams I. 

1843, Daniel Kellogg 404, John Mat- 
tocks 248, Charles K. Williams 26. 

1844, Daniel Kellogg 420, Wm. Slade 
318, Wm. R. Shafter 70, scattering i. 

1845, Daniel Kellogg 382, Wm. Slade 
238, Wm. R. Shafter 83, scattering 2. 



1846, John Smith 385, Horace Eaton 
269, Lawrence Brainerd 99, Heman Allen 2. 

1847, Paul Dillingham, Jr., 366, Horace 
Eaton 255, Lawrence Brainerd icjo, Dan- 
iel Kellogg 4, Jedediah H. Harris i. 

1848, Paul Dillingham, Jr., 376, Carios 
Coolidge 258, Oscar L. Shafter 118. 

After the Division of the Town, 

1849, Carlos Coolidge 248, Horatio Need- 
ham 248. 

1850, Charles K. Williams 259, Lucius 
B. Peck 236, John Roberts 12. 

185 1, Charles K. Williams 238, Tim- 
othy P. Redfield 223, John S. Robinson 14. 

1852, Erastus Fairbanks 242, John S. 
Robinson 125, Lawrence Brainerd 89. 

1853, Erastus Fairbanks 220, John S. ' 
Robinson 173, Lawrence Brainerd 68, 
Stephen Royce i. 

1854, Stephen Royce 248, Merritt Clark 
165, Lawrence Brainerd 9, Wm. C. Kit- 
tredge i. 

1855, Stephen Royce 378, Merritt Gark 
144, Wm. R. Shafter 3. 

1856, Ryland Fletcher 284, Henrj- Keyes 
155, scattering 4. 

1857, Ryland Fletcher 197, Henry Keyes 
100, scattering 2. 

1858, Hiland Hall 236, Henr}' Keyes 
124, Wm. R. Shafter 3, Philip C. Tucker i. 

1859, Hiland Hall 265, John G. Saxe 
123. 

i860, Erastus Fairbanks 326, John G. 
Saxe 140, Robert Harvey 4. 

1 861, Andrew Tracy 199, Frederick 
Holbrook 146, Wm. R. Shafter 2, Hiram 
Atkins I. 

1862, Frederick Holbrook 173, Paul 
Dillingham 19, B. H. Smalley 6, Levi Un- 
derwood 5, scattering 4. 

1863, John G. Smith 318, Timothy P. 
Redfield 67. 

1864, John G. Smith 399, T. P. Red- 
field 97, scattering i . 

1865, Paul Dillingham 268, Charles N. 
Davenport 90. 

1866, Paul Dillingham 327, Charles N. 
Davenport 125. 

1867, John B. Page 288, John L. Ed- 
wards 112, B. B. Smalley i. 

1868, John B. Page 457, John L. Ed- 
l wards 175. 
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1869, Peter T. Washburn 301, Homer 
W. Heaton 138. 

1870, John W. Stewart 322, Homer W. 
Heaion 167. 

1S73. Juiius Converse 424, Abram B. 
Gardner 265. 

1874, Asahel Peck 301. W. H. H. Bing- 
ham 297, 

1876, Horace Fairbanks 503, W. H. H. 
Bingham 369, scattering 1 . 

1878. Redfield Proctor 378. W. H. H. 
Bingham 258, scattering 37. 

1 880, RosweU Famhain S40, E . ] . Pbdp^ 
290. scattering I. 

From the above record it ap[n;.irs ttmt 
the town was Federal in politii:.-; (ri-ini ii> 
'organization until 1809, the year .uict thi- 
election of Mr. Madison as rit.->ii.;<.-ni : 
that in 1809 and until 1815 theRrpuMicins 
of Uk Jcffersonian school were in ihi^ mu- 
jorit) ; and tliat in 1815, the Fedomli^is 
obtained a small majority. Tht voIl- of 
1816 is not to be found in ih« town re- 
cords, and search has been made for it in 
the office of the Secretary- of Swie. hut 
without finding it. The repic.stin.itive 
elected in that )-ear was a Jeffenionian Re- 
publican, and in 1817 the town »-n.s uf the 
same politics by a vole of two xo one. 
From that period there was no serious di- 
vision in State politics for 12 icars. It 
was "the era of good feeling," folluMing 
the successful close of the war of i^j^Hith 
Great Britain, and the people of the toun 
were, with rare exceptions, substantia).!!) 
unanimous. On the election of r^tn. Jack- 
son, a new organization of Iwn politic:!! 
parties was made— known as tht National 
Republican and the Dcmocratii: larties — 
and each was composed of men i;,uliertil 
from the old Federal and Rcpubli^.u! rsuk.s. 
These were speedily followed by the antt- 
masonic party, and the votes from 1S30 l<.i 
1835 inclusive, reveal the eiistente ijt the 
three parties b Mootpelier, anci .ilso tli.it 
the Democratic party was in the .-Litencan- 
cy. In 1836 and until 1841, Iherc were 
but two parties. Democratic and Wlii^. 
the latter being in the minOTit}-. !fi iSji, 
the anti-slavery party was (leve!o]ied, and 
three organized parties were in e.xisience 
until the division of the town January 1, 



1849: but in all this period the Democrat- 
ic party was ascendant, and in fact elected 
the town officers in every year after 1830 
until 1849. On the governor vote in 1848, 
the old town was exactly balanced between 
the Democrats on the one side and the 
Whigs aud Anti-Slaverj- men on the other. 

AFTER THE DIVISION" OF THE TOWN. 

In 1S49, the number of parties was again 
reduced to two, by a fusion of the Demo- 
crats and Anti-Slavery men into what was 
called the Freesoil party, and the town was 
exactly tied on the vote for Gov-emor. but 
it elected the first Whig representative in 
the perv}n of the late Jackson A. Vail, 
Elsq., 3 lawyer and legislator of great abili- 
ty. From that period until the formation 
of the Republican party in 1854. the Whigs 
uniformly prevailed, as the Republicans 
have done since 1854, the election of Mar- 
cus D. Gilman excepted. 

TOWS REPRESE-VTATIVES FROM I792 tO 

1882. 

1792 to 1796, s years. Jacob Davis: 
1797, 8, 1800, 01,4 j-rs., David Wirtg, Jr. ; 
1799, 1802. Farley Davis: 1803. 10, Jo- 
seph W'oodworth: 1804, 14, 15, Edward- 
Lamb; 1805 to 1809. Cj-rtis Ware: 181 1, 
r2. Timothy .Merrill; 1813, Joseph Howes, 
after which for some years he was in the 
militar)' senice of the United States; 
i3i6. 17, 18, 20. 29. Nahum Kelton ; 1819, 
George Worthington: 1821, 22, 23, 26, 
Araunah Waterman ; 1824. 5, Samuel 
Prentiss; 1827; 8. 30, William L'pham ; 
1831. 32, 33. Azel Spalding: 1834. 5, 
Wm. Billings; 1836. 7, Lucius B. Peek; 
1838, 9, Roj-al Wheeler; 1840,41. Hora- 
tio N. Baylies: 1842. 3. Addison Peck; 
1S44, 5, Jeremiah T. Marsion; 1846, 7, 
Charles Clari; ; 1848, Homer W. Heaton. 



1849, 50, Jackson A. Vail; 1851, 2, 
Heiekiah H.Reed; 1853, Eliakim P. Wal- 
ton, recorded as E. P. Walton Jr. : 1854. 
Abijah Keith; 1855. ElUha P. Jewett; 
1856. 7, Ferrand F. Merrill; 1838, 59, 
George W. CoUamer; i860, 61, George 
C-Shepard; 1862. 3, Charles Reed; [864. 
5, Whitman G. Fenin ; 1866, 7, Joel Fos- 
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ter, Jr. ; 1868, 9, James R. Langdon ; 1870, 
71, Joseph Poland ; 1872, 3, Perley P. Pit- 
kin; 1874, 5, Marcus D. Oilman; 1876, 
7, Charles T. Sabin; 1878, 79, Hiram A. 
Huse; 1880, 81, B. F. Fifield,— the six 
last for biennial sessions. 

CITIZENS OF MONTPELIER WHO HAVE HELD 
CIVIL OFFICES IN THE GOVERNMENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES. 

Electors of President and Vice-Presi- 
dent — 1836, Edward Lamb; 1840, Joseph 
Reed ; 1852, Ezekiel P. Walton ; 1872, 
Elisha P. Jewett. Augustine Clark and 
Wm. P. Briggs also held this office, but 
previous to their residence in Montpelier. 

Senators in Congress — Samuel Prentiss, 
1831 to 42, II years; William Upham, 
1843 to 53, 10 years. 

Members of Congress — Lucius B. Peck, 
1847 to 51, 4 years; Eliakim P. Walton, 
1857 to 63, 6 years ; Charles W. Willard, 
1869 to 75, 6 years. 

U. S, District fudge — Samuel Prentiss, 
1S42 to 56, 14 years, 

U, S. District Attorneys — Lucius B. 
Peck, 1853 to 57; B. Franklin Fifield, 
1869 to 1881. 

United States Afarshal^ Gtorgt W. 
Barker, 1835 to yj. 

Clerk of U. S. Circuit and District 
Courts — Edward H. Prentiss, 1842 to 59, 
17 years. 

Register of the U. S. Treasury — Stod- 
dard B. Colby, appointed in 1866, and 
died while in office. 

Post-Office Department — Charles Lyman 
was appointed clerk in the Dead Letter 
Office in 1861, and is now in that depart- 
ment ; also Miss Emma Camp. 

Treasury Department and General Land 
Office — Henry Howes. 

Agents for Paying Pensions — Azel Spald- 
ing, Thomas Reed, Jr., George Howes, 
Stephen Thomas. The office was re- 
moved to New Hampshire while Gen. 
Thomas was incumbent. 

Collector of Internal Revenue — Joseph 
Poland, Sept. 1862 to Mar. 69; C. S. 
Dana, Mar. 1869 to 81 ; J. C. Steams, from 
July I, 1881. 

In this list might be included the roll of 
postmasters, sundry inspectors in the rev- 

35 



enue department, and the names of a few 
who have been employed in subordinate 
offices at Washington, but a correct list is ' 
impracticable. 

CITIZENS OF MONTPELIER WHO HAVE HELD 
CIVIL OFFICES IN THE STATE GOVERN- 
MENT. 

Members of the Council of Censors — 
r^icholas Baylies, 1813; Joshua Y. Vail, 
1820 ; Ezekiel P. Walton, 1827 ; Joseph 
Reed, 1834; Hezekiah H. Reed, 1841 ; 
Joseph A. Prentiss, 1862 ; Charles Reed, 
1869. 

Members of Constitutional Conventions — 
Jacob Davis, 1793; Joseph Howes, 1814; 
Darius Boyden, 1822 ; Stephen Foster, 
1828; Nahum Kelton, 1836; Jeremiah T. 
Marston, 1843, i85o;Oramel H. Smith, 
1857 ; Eliakim P. Walton, 1870. 

Councillors previous to the State Senate 
in 1836 — Nicholas Baylies, 1814 to 15; 
George Worthington, 1827 to 31. 

Stale Senators — Araunah Waterman, 
1836-8 ; Wooster Sprague, 1842, 4; Or- 
amel H. Smith, 1845, 7i Charles G. East- 
man, 185 1, 3; Joseph Poland, 1858, 60; 
Charles W. Willard, i860, 62 ; Roderick 
Richardson, 1862, 64 ; Charles Reed, 1864, 
7; Charles Dewey, 1867, 70; Eliakim P. 
JValton, 1874 to 1878. 

State Treasurers — Augustine Clark, 1 833 
to 37 ; John Spalding, 1841 to 46 ; Elisha 
P. Jewett, 1846; George Howes, 1847 to 
53 ; John A. Page, 1853 ; and again elected 
in 1866, and is still in office. 

Secretaries of Stat^ — David Wing, Jr., 
1802 to 6; Timothy Merrill, 1831 to 36; 
Chauncey L. Knapp, 1836 to 41 ; James 
McM. Shafter, 1842 to 49; Ferrand F. 
Merrill, 1849 to 53 ; Daniel P. Thompson, 
1853 to 55 ; Charles W. Willard, 1855 to 
57; Geo. W. Bailey, Jr., 1861 to 65. 

Secretary of Governor and Council — 
George B. Manser, 1832 to 36. 

Secretary of Civil and Military Affairs — 
George B. Manser, 1836 to 41. 

Clerks of House of Representatives — 
Timothy Merrill, 1822 to 31 ; Oramel H. 
Smith, /r<? tem,^ 1835; Ferrand F. Mer- 
rill, 1838 to 49; George R.' Thompson, 
1856 to 58. 
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yudges of the Supreme Court — Samuel 
Prentiss, 1825 to 29, and chief justice one 
year: Nicholas Baylies, 1831 to 33; Isaac 
F. Redfield, 1836 to 59, 24 years, and 
chief justice 8 years ; Asahel Peck, circuit 
court 185 1 to 56, Supreme Court, i860 to. 
72, 13 years: Timothy P. Redfield, 1872, 
and is in office. 

Judges of the County Court — Da^-id 
Wing, Jr., Caledonia County Court, 1797- 
1807, 10 years ; C\tus Ware, chief judge of 
Caledonia County, 1808 to 11 ; Salvin Col- 
lins, Jefferson (now Washington) County, 
181 1, 12: Joseph Howes, 1819 to 27; 
Shubael WTieeler, 1827 to 31 : John Spald- 
ing, 1840: Daniel Baldwin, 1846 to 8. 

State's Attorneys— Timothy Merrill. 181 1 
to 13, 18 1 5 to 22, 9 years; Nicholas Bay- 
lies, 1813, '4» 25; Wm. Upham, 1829; 
Azel Spalding, 1830 to 35; Homer W. 
Heaton, 1839, 41, 60, 61; Oramel H. 
Smith, 1842, 43, 44; Charles Reed, 1847- 



I. W. Brown, 1871 : John L. Tuttle, 1877, 
and still in office. 

BUSIXESS HISTORY. 

From the peculiar location of Montpelier 
village, in a basin into which all the main 
roads converged through river \'alleys from 
the north and the south, the east and the 
west, it has from the beginning been an 
important business place, tempting to 
merchants and professional men, and re- 
pajing good endeavors with abundant 
success. Not long before his death, the 
late venerable Arthur Bostwick, of Jer- 
icho, informed the writer that in his early 
career as a business man, Montpelier, in- 
stead of his nearer neighbor Burlington, was 
the place where he purchased his goods, 
thus showing that Montpelier merchants 
found customers even in the valley of Lake 
Champlain, as they did also through the cen- 
tral part of the State, and north to Canada 
line. Burlinsrton had the advantage in 

8; Stoddard B. Colbv, 1850, 51; Ferrand ! ^^^ ^^' ^^ ^"^^^'^ ^'^"-'^^ ^>' ^*^^^' 

F. Merrill. 1 854-56 ; Clarence H. Pitkin, | ^^^"^ ^^"^^' *^"^ '^^^ ""*^^ '^^^^ ^^^' ^*^^ 
1880, and is now in office. • construction of the Champlain canal, did 

^ . ^ ,> , ^ I the population of Burlington, which is as- 

Judges 4jf ProlHiie G^/zr/— DaWd Har- 1 ^^ A . r ^. 

. -^ * _•' ^ 1 sumed as a measure of business for the 

nngton, 1811, i8i2:SaiMn Collins, 181c ! r.i.- j *u *. r 

^_ ' J, ' ' ^ I purpose of this companson, exceed that of 

to 1820; Jeduthan Loomis, J820 to 1830; ' ., \. ,. ^.. . ^u 1 ui 

- , l» , ^ « Montpelier. This is the more remarkable 

Joseph Reed, 1830 to 1833; Rawsel R. ; . . r *u c. * *i * i> r ^ • u 
rr •\' o o ^ XX . . ^ ^ 'in view of the fact that Burlington is by 

Keith, 1833 to 1836; Daniel P. Thomiv ; ^ . 4U 1^ . ^ * *u 

- _ '^ _ , , . * five or SIX vears the older town, and at the 

son, ««37, 38, 39; George WorUui^onJ^^^^^ .^ ' ^^^ ^ population nearly 
1840 ; Azel Spalding, 1842 to 45; Jacob 
Scott, 1850, 51 ; Joseph Poland, 1852, 53; 
Nelson A. Chase, 1854, 55 ; Timothy R. 
Merrill, i860 to 70. 



Clerks of Supreme^ and County Courts — 
George Rich, 18 11 to 19, and clerk of the 
Supreme Court only, 1819, 20; Joshua Y. 
* Vail, clerk of County Court, 18 19, 20, and 
of both courts, 1821 to 39, 18 years; Still- 
man Churchill, 1839 to 44: Daniel P. 
Thompson, 1844, 45: Jackson A. Vail, 
1849; Shubael Wheeler, 1846 to 9, 50 to 
58, II years; Luther Newcomb, 1858 to 
77, 19 years: Melville E. Smilie, firom 
1877, and still in office. 

//igh Sheriffs — George Worthington, 
1814; Rawsel R. Keith, 1825 to 32: Isaiah ! 



three times as large as Montpelier. The 
population of the two towns from 1791 to 
1840 was as follows : 

Burlington 1791,332; 1800, 815; 1810, 
1690; 1820,2111; 1830,3226; 1840,4271. 

Montpelier, 1791, 113; 1800, 890: 1810, 
1877; 1820, 2308; 1830, 2985 : 1840, 3725. 

From 1 79 1 to 1820 the advance of Mont- 
pelier was the most rapid ; but since the 
opening of the Champlain canal, and the 
railroads, and more recendy, by the supe- 
rior energy and wisdom of Burlington in 
establishing manufactures on a large scale, 
the ** Queen City *^ has far outstripped not 
only Montpelier but all of her neighbors 
except Rutland. 

MANUFACTURES. 



Silver, 1840; Andrew A. Sweet, 1841, 42: | Lest the above tribute to Uie enterprise 
George W. Barker, 1843 to 46: Addison ' and sagacity of Buriington be taken as a 
Peck, 1846, 47; Joseph W. Howes, 1849; j censure of Montpelier, it is necessary to 
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recall the fact that in the early history of 
the town, and for several years, her busi- 
ness men were as enterprising, and even 
as daring, in respect to manufactures as to 
merchandize. It was the misfortune, how- 
ever, of the most considerable enterprises 
to be baulked by fire or flood, and of others 
by changes in modes of manufacture — as 
of hats, ready made clothing, and machine- 
made boots and shoes,and household furni- 
ture, until at last capitalists were dissuad- 
ed from every adventure of the kind, and 
have turned their surplus capital into in- 
vestments in real estate abroad, United 
States bonds, in banking and insurance 
companies at home. For capitalists mere- 
ly, this is perhaps the most prudent course ; 
but for the town, for its growth in popula- 
tion and business, it is unfortunate. The 
earliest necessities of the settlers of the 
town and vicinity were saw-mills, for lum- 
ber to construct their dwellings, and grist- 
mills to prepare materials for food for man 
and beast. These were first provided on the 
falls of the North Branch, and were burnt 
in March, 1826. Mills of each sort were 
also erected on the falls of the Winooski, 
and the grist-mill owned by Col. James H. 
Langdon was destroyed by a flood, Mar. 
25, 1826. This mill was rebuilt by Col. 
Langdon, and was subsequently enlarged 
by his son, James R. Langdon, into a 
flouring mill of the first class, with a capac- 
ity for 250 barrels per day . A profitable bus- 
ness was done in this mill for several years, 
but it passed into the hands of the Mont- 
pelier Manufacturing Company and is now 
used for other purposes. The saw-mill on 
the same falls was burnt in Oct. 1834, was 
rebuilt, and is now used by the same compa- 
ny. A fourth grist-mill, erected by James 
R. Langdon, is now owned and run by Mr. 
E. W. Bailey. 

The superabundance of the production 
of grain in early days led to another 
species of manufacture, which would hardly 
be tolerated in these days. In 1805, a 
distillery of spirituous liquors was estab- 
lished, and was run for a few years, when 
it was converted into a manufactory of 
earthen ware, which was continued until 
stone and tin ware superseded earthen. 



In 1824, another distillery was started, to 
use up surplus grain in store ; but in 2 
years the grain was disposed of and the 
still was abandoned. 

Another necessity from the beginning 
was tanneries of leather, and the first was 
established early in the present centur>' by 
Elijah Witherell and Silas Cobb, which 
has been succeeded by others. Thomas 
Dodge, an apprentice to Witherell, stole 
his indentures of apprenticeship, left his 
employer, and started a small establish- 
ment, in which Dodge struggled a while, 
and gave up the business for shoemaking. 
Still another large tannery was established 
in later years, and is now successfully run 
by Peck & Johonnott, and Peck & Cum- 
mings are in the same business. 

The clothing-mill, as it was called, or 
mill for wool-carding, fulling, dyeing and 
dressing cloth, was another necessity when 
the frugal and industrious housewives were 
obliged to spin and weave their own wool. 
Of these there were two, which were con- 
tinued until home-made cloth gave way to 
the handsomer productions of the power- 
looms. 

The most useful and promising under- 
taking, by way of manufactures, was by 
Sylvanus Baldwin, in the erection of a 
cotton mill in 1810. From a memorial to 
Congress in 1832, signed by the distin- 
guished Secretary of the Treasury, Albert 
Gallatin, it appears that **as early as the 
"year 1810, there were, north of the Po- 
**tomac, 50 mills for spinning cotton in 
"operation, and 25 more that went into 
"operation the ensuing year. The weav- 
"ing business had commenced, but was 
" not so far advanced.'' Baldwin's cotton 
mill at Montpelier was therefore among 
the first fifty in the country, and moreover 
it was among the few that had attained the 
dignity of weaving cotton yarn into sheet- 
ings and shirtings. This was 5 years be- 
fore the first power-loom in America jvas 
set in motion, (in 1815,) ^it Waltham, 
Mass. Having established this mill, Mr. 
Baldwin joined with Elisha Town in the 
invention and construction of a loom for 
spinning flax and silk by water-power, with 
a model of which he went to Europe, in 
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ihe hope of winning a. handsome premium 
ofTered for such a machine by the first 'Na- 
poleon. This enterprise Eiiled through 
the mischances of war. In Mr. BaJdnia's 
absence, the mill was ran successfiilly by 
bis brother. Hon. Daniel Baldwin, on 
whose authoritj- this account b given. 
Od the retuni of the owner, the colton- 
tnill was sold to David Harrington, and in 
December, 1813, it was destroj-ed by fire. 
The first and the last owner were then 
crippled in meaas, and this enterprise was 
perforce abandoned. 

At 3 later date a similar enterprise was 
undertaken by Araunah Waterman and 
Seth Parsons, about 1820. who erected a 
large and well-appointed woolen factor}' 
for its day. It was operated for a time. 
but that. 100. was burned. Mar. 22, ig:>6, 
with the loss of the life of Robert Patter- 
son, one of the operators, and nearly fetal 
injury to Araunah Waterman and Joel 
Mead. A second woolen factor}- wa.s 
buUtin 1837-8, by Col. H. N. Baylies, 
which ultimately was converted into lum- 
ber-works by A. W. Wilder & Co. Still 
another woolen factor) was built and op- 
erated at West Montpetier at a recent dale, 
and this was burned. 

Among the early manufacturing estab- 
lishments was an oil-mill, built by Col. 
Larned Lamb, which in 1810 was con- 
verted into the before-named cotton-mil). 
and burned. Another was erected subse- 
quently by £no3 Styles, of Middlesex, and 
Hubbard & Jewett, of Montpelier, which 
was also burned in October, 1834. 

Of paper-mills there have been three. 
One by Silas Burbank, which was burned : 
one by Samuel Gos.s and John Reed, 
which was also burned ; and a third on the 
Burbank site, which was operated by Silas 
Goddard & Brothers. Augustus Goss and 
George W. Cobb, E. P. Walton & Sons, 
and last by A. M. & D. P. Squires. The 
water of the Winooski was seriously in- 
jured for the use of paper-makers, by an 
eslraordinary flood in 1830, which cut 
into high tlay-banks in Ilarre. that now 
contribute clay to the stream with every 
rain. On this account, as well as the un- 



reliability of water-power, the manufacture 
of paper was abandoned. 

Another early and widely-known man- 
u^turing establishment was that of Eras- 
tus Watrous and George Worthington. 
hatters. They were succeeded by Luman 
& Norman Rublee, who continued in the 
business until the advent of silk hats put 
an end to the old mode of manu&cture- 
Still another old etabiishment. (1816,) 
havi ng customers in two-thirdsof the Stale, 
was the boot and shoe manufeclory of 
Silas C. French and Nehemiah Harvey, 
which was continued for a long series of 

The making of saddles, harnesses and 
trunks was commenced by Olii-er Goss in 
1804. Henry Y. Barnes followed in 1817. 
who continued for many )-ears. There 
have been several others in this line of 
business. 

Among the earliest experiments on a 
small scale was the manufacture of cut 
nails fi^im hoop-iron, byjoshua Markham. 
Small as was the business compared with 
that of modern nail feclories, Markham's 
nails were greatly used and highly appre- 
ciated, bringing 16 cents per pound. 

Another iron manufacture was that of 
large screws for mills, and all other pur- 
poses requiring strong screws. This bus- 
iness was prosecuted many years in Mont- 
pelier by Ellis Nye. who ultimately went 
into the employ of the late Joshua Thwing, 
of Bane, iron-founder and millwright. 

49 years ago, (1832.) an iron-foundry 
was established by Alfred Waiawright, 
which was continued by sundry successors 
until it came into the possession of Lane. 
Pitldn & Brock, and b now a part of their 
works used in the very extensive business 
of manufacturing saw-mill and other ma- 

Tlie manufacture of mill, factor]- and 
other machinery has been prosecuted by 
Araunah Waterman : Wooster Sprague, 
whose works were burned in October, 
1834: and by Medad Wright, at West 
.Montpelier, who with his son still con- 
tinues in the business. 

Among the manufacturers of household 
furniture were Thomas Keed, Sr. ; C. &J. 
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Wood; James Howland; Anson Davis; 
Lyman Briggs, Samuel W. Abbott & Co. ; 
Emery & Brown, and Abbott & Emery. 
This is another business which has been 
materially changed, from the complete 
manufacture from the lumber, to simply 
upholstering and other finish of articles 
manufactured elsewhere, in which E. N. 
Scovill is now engaged. 

The manufacture of tin- ware, and the 
sale of stoves, hardware, agricultural im- 
plements, etc., in connection therewith in 
several instances, has long been an im- 
portant business. In this class are to be 
reckoned Chester W. Houghton, and his 
son William ; Zenas Wood ; E. A. Webb 
& Co. ; Zenas & Charles Wood ; Andrew 
A. Sweet ; Erastus Hubbard ; Dennison 
Dewey ; Braman & Tilden ; E. Scribner, 
Jr. ; Barrows & Peck ; Bancroft & Spear, 
and Geo. M. Scribner. 

Without allusion to the mechanical 
trades, such as are common throughout 
the State, the early history of Montpelier 
in manufactures may well be concluded by 
mentioning an extraordinary enterprise for 
Vermont — the only instance — and that is, 
boring through 850 feet of solid rock, (ex- 
cept occasional interstices,) in an endeavor 
to find salt water and start the manufacture 
of salt. The experiment was apparently 
countenanced by the geological forma- 
tions in the neighborhood, and about 60 
citizens of the town furnished funds for 
the work, which was prosecuted nearly 10 
years and a half, at an expense of $2,100. 
The intention was to bore a well to the 
depth of 1,000 feet, but when 850 feet had 
been reached, the drill by some accident 
became fastened so firmly that no avail- 
able power could start it. But for this ac- 
cident, the depth designed would have 
been reached, and doubtless a much lower 
depth, as men would not have been want- 
ing to carry on the work for the fun of it. 
The attempt was certainly creditable for 
the good intentions and enterprise of 
those engaged in it, and it did not dam- 
age their reputation for prudence. They 
had no very high expectations, and en- 
couraged none in others, as they might 
easily have done. They swindled no- 



body in the manner of the oil and mining 
corporations of a later day. They spent 
their own money, and were respected 
rather than ridiculed for the biggest bore 
in Vermont. 

The later important manufactures of 
Montpelier comprise machinery, by Medad 
Wright & Son, West Montpelier; saw- 
mill and other machinery, water-wheels 
and castings, and also brick, by Lane, Pit- 
kin & Brock — a very extensive, rapidly 
growing and prosperous business; car- 
riages and sleighs for children, and other 
business in iron and lumber by the Mont- 
pelier Manufacturing Company ; and last, 
lumber in the Pioneer Manufacturing Co's. 
works, by Edwin Lane. 

LIST OF ATTORN?:yS. 
D. p. THOMPSON'S LIST TO AUGUST, ItJfiO. 

Charles Bulkley, Cyrus Ware, Samuel 
Prentiss, Nicholas Baylies, William Up- 
ham, Timothy Merrill, J. Y. Vail, Jed- 
uthan Loomis, James Lynde, Thomas 
Reed, Azro Loomis, Roswell H. Knapp, 
H. H. Reed, L. B. Peck, J. P. Miller, D. 
P. Thompson, O. H. Smith, C. J. Keith, 
Az'el Spalding, S. B. Prentiss, Nicholas 
Baylies. Jr., Geo. B. Manser, F. F. Merrill, 
J. T. Marston, Isaac F. Redfield, H. W. 
Heaton, John H. Prentiss, Charles Reed, 
Wm. K. Upham, J. A. Vail, Stillman 
Churchill, R. S. Bouchett, Geo. W. Reed, 
A. W. Tenney, Charles W. Prentiss, Tim- 
othy P. Redfield, Luther Newcomb, Joseph 
A. Prentiss, Stoddard B. Colby, C. W. 
Willard, Wm. P. Briggs, B. F. Fifield, 
W. G. Ferrin, Geo. W. Bailey, Jr., C. J. 
Gleason . 

Additions from Au^, i860 to 1881. 

Samuel Wells, Joseph A. Wing, Nelson 
A. Taylor, CD. Swasey, Albert Clarke, 
Rodney Lund, C. D. Harvey, F. V. Ran- 
dall, Asahel Peck, James S. Peck, Mel- 
ville E. Smilie, Luther L. Durant, Geo. 
W. Wing, Arthur Culver, J. O. Livings- 
ton, Clarence H. Pitkin, C. W. Porter, 
H. K. Field, H. A. Huse, C. H. Heath, 
C. S. Pitkin, H. G. Dewing, Hiram Carle- 
ton, S. C. Shurtleff, Henry Oviatt, John E. 
Harris, T. R. Gordon, Rush 'P. Barrett, 
J. K. Kinney. O. D. Clark, G. B. Clifford, 
H. W. Kemp, John G. Wing. 
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IVSICIANS TO 1873. 

Tierce Spalding, Philip Vincent. Ed- 
»-ard Lamb, Stephen Pcabody, Jacob P. 
Vargeson, Sjlvtster Day. Samuel Pren- 
tiss, Phineas Woodbury, Nathan B. Spald- 
ing. Nathaniel C. King, James Spalding, 
Eleaier Hambljn. Julius Y. Dewey. Ben- 
jamin Walton. Hart Smith. Seth Field, 
Azel Holmes. F. W. Adams. Zcbulon P. 
Burnham, Charles Clark, Daniel Corliss, 
Milo P. Bumham ; Sumner Putnam, East 
lilontpelier, removed to Montpelier : Thos. 
C- Taplin homceopalhist : J. M. Gregorj-, 
dentist; Ralph Kiibourn, dentist: M. 
Newtonl and Brockway & Hawley, den- 
lists; O. P.Forbush, dentist; OrrinSmilh, 
C. M. Rublee, E. Paine; G. N. Brigham, 
homoeopath ist ; C. B. Chandler. W. H. 
H. Richardson. James Temple ton, G. H. 
Loomis, F. A. McDoweU. M. M. Marsh, 
C. M. Chandler. 
AJdHioiti from August, 1S60 /a 1881. 
Lucy A. Cooke, cIaino;ant : A. B. Haw- 
Icy, dentist; Charles E. Davis, dendst; 
John M. Comegys, dentist: H. L. Rich- 
ardson; J- .M. Templeron, botanic: A- 
Denio, eclectic ; R.W. Hill, cancers; Mre. 
L. M. Smith, botanic: D. G. Kemp. Ceo. 
\V. Nichols, J. E. Macomber, G. P. 
Greeley; C. H. Plumlej", practical re- 
former; N. W. Si. R. C.Gilbert, dentists; 
J. B. Woodward; H. C. Brigham, homoe- 
opalhist: C. R. Pell, dentist, and succeed- 
ed by H. C. Williams. 

MERCHANTS AND TRADERS. 



1791 — Dr. Frj-e. 
1794 — Col. Joseph Huichios. 
i796~Col. J. & W. Hutchins. 
(799— Hubbarda Cadwe!!. 
fSoi— W. I. Cadwell: Col. D, Robbins. 
t»isi part of town, Kobbins& Freeman. 
1S03 — Hubbard & Wing, Langdon & 

1807— Timothy & Roger Hubbard, Jas. 
H. Langdon, Uriah H. Or\'is, Dunbar & 
ISradford. 

1808 — Chester W. Houghton. Josiah 
Farks. 

1809 — John Crosby, drugs, etc. 



1810— L. Q. C. Bowles. Walton & Goss. 
booksellers, etc. : French & Uodge, shoes. 

1811— J. F. Dodge, Langdon & Barnard. 

1813 — John Spalding. 

i8m— C. Hubbard & J. Spalding, D. 
Baldwin & Co., Austin Arms, EmiTson &. 
Wilkins, Luther Bugbee, Charles Storej . 

1815— Wright 4 Srbley, books, etc' 

1816— E. P. Walton & Geo. S. Wallon. 
books, etc. ; French & Hariey, shoes. 

1818— Sylvester Urabee; E. P. Wallon, 
books, etc.; H. V. Uames. harness and 
saddlery - 

i8zi— John Barnard. Langdon & Spald- 
ing, Chester Hubbard, Barnard & Dutlon. 
W. I. Cadwell & Son. 

1822— C. Hubbardi E. P. Jlwcii. Rog- 
er Hubbard. 

1S33— Dutlon & Baylies, W. W. Cad- 
well. 

1824— Hubbard & Kimball, T .M. Tajlor, 
Warren Swift, Langdon, Spalding & Co., 
Otis Stand ish. 

1825— Baldwin, Hutchins & Co., Cad- 
well i Goldsbory, Taylor & Prenlis.s; 
Dodge & StandLsh, drugs, etc. 

i8j6— Wiggins & Seeley ; Geo. W. Hill, 

1S27 — Luther Cross, Joseph Wiggins, 
Goss & Wiggins. 

1828— Luther Cross & Co.. Hubbard, 
Jewell SCo., Spalding, Storrs& Co., Hay- 
lies & Hutchins. 

1829— N. Harvey, shoes. 

1830— Baldwin & Prentiss. 

1831— Charles L>-Rian : I. S. i G. Town, 
jewelry, etc. ; W. W. Cadwell, Hart i Ri- 
ker; J. M. & B. H. Snow, harnesses ; E. 
H. Prentiss, drugs. 

1832— \V. i M. P. Hutchins. 

1833 — Emerson, Lamb & Co., Snow, 
Bancroft & Co., Snow & Bancroft. A. C. 
Pierce &. Co., Silver & I'ierce. SUndish D. 
Uames, G. W. Ware. Baldwin & Scoll. 

1^34— Jewett & Howes. Uurbank & Hub- 
bard, Baylies & Hart, EbeneiL-r Colbum : 
S. B. Flint, saddlery and harness : Hutch- 
ins & Wright; Wm'. Dark, books, etc. 

1835— H. N- Baylies 4 Co. : H.-uiey & 
Harran. shoes ; John & Ch.irlc.s Spalding, 
SiKer, Pierce & Co., Silas Uurbank Jt Co.. 
Ira Day, Wm. A. PrcniLss. 
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1836 — Jewett, Howes & Co., Emerson 
& Russell, Baylies & Storrs. 

1837 — Bancroft & Riker, C. & L. L. 
Lamb, C. Alexander. 

1838 — Spalding & Foster, Langdon & 
Wright ; Town & Witherell, jewelry ; John 
S. Abbott, clocks, etc. 

1839 — Baylies & Goss ; S. P. Redfield, 
dnigs ; J. T. Marston, E. P. Walton & 
Sons, books, etc. ; Storrs & Langdon. 

1840 — Charles Spalding, Silver, Lamb& 
Co. ; Harran & Dodge, boots and shoes. 

1 841 — H. N. Baylies, Jewett & Howes, 
Baldwin, Scott & Co., Lyman & King, 
J. H. Ramsdell ; Cross, Hyde & Co., 
bakers. 

1842 — Cross. Day & Co., Benjamin Day 
& Co., French & Bancroft, Ellis, Wilder & 
Co. ; Clark & Collins, drugs. 

1843 — Silas C. French, boots and shoes. 

1844 — Augustus Haven, Zenas Wood, 
stoves and tin ; Webb, Bancroft & Co. ; 
J. Booth, hats; Moses & Rich, No. Mont- 
pelier; J. Huntington, East Montpelier. 

1845 — Z. & C. Wood, stoves and tin ; J. 
T. Marston, books, etc. ; Wm. T. Burn- 
ham, hats, etc. ; Samuel Abbott, jewelry ; 
N. C. King, No. Montpelier. 

1846 — Bancroft & Riker, J. W. Howes, 
L. & A. A. Cross, Erastus Hubbard. 

1847 — Harvey King. 

1848 — Loomis & Camp ; Hyde, Dodge & 
Co., hardware; E. C. Holmes; Witherell 
& Mead, jewelers ; Eastman & Danforth, 
books, etc. ; A. A. Sweet, tin and stoves ; 
Alfred Scott, hats. 

1849 — Keith & Barker; S. K. Collins, 
Redfield & Grannis, drugs. 

1850— Scott & Field, Geo. P. Riker, Ban- 
croft & Holmes; Abbott & Emery John 
Wood, James Howland, cabinet work ; L. 
M. Wood, R. R. Riker, clothing and tailor- 
ing. 

185 1 — Hubbard & Blake, stoves. 

1852 — Peck & Lewis; Ballou & Burn- 
ham, books, etc. ; R. W. Hyde, T. C. 
Barrows, iron and hardware. 

1853 — Lyman & King. 

1854— Keith & Barker, Ellis & Bancroft, 
Gustavus Hubbard, Walker & White, Wil- 
der, Scott & Co. ; Smith & Pierce, Dr. B. 
O. Tyler, drugs ; Geo. L. Kinsman, hats ; 



N. C. Bacon; Emery & Brown, crockery 
and furniture; Wm. P. Badger, W. W. 
Cadwell, hats ; Phinney & Mead, jewelers ; 
S. M. Walton, book-bindery; C. G. East- 
roan, Ballou & Loveland, books and sta- 
tionery; Wm. McCollum. 

1855— C. W. Storrs, John S. Barker, H. 
S. Loomis, Peck & Bailey, Union Store, 
Fuller & Smith, Jacob Scott; Oliver & 
Helmer, hardware; French & Sanborn, 
H. B. Witt, clothing; Fred E. Smith, Col- 
lins & Pierce, drugs ; Keith & Peck, leath- 
er dealers. 

1856 — W. Corliss, E. Montpelier ; Chas. 
Sibley, No. Montpelier ; Palmer & Storrs ; 
Burbank& Langdon, flour ; Hyde & Foster, 
hardware ; A. C. Field, clothing. 

1857— Ellis & Hatch, Livingston & Sal- 
mon ; James G. French, clothing ; S. C. 
Woolson, merchant tailor ; Storrs & Ful- 
ler, W. L goods and groceries. 

1858 — J. P. Dewey ; J. S. Lee, clothing ; 
L. F. Pierce, drugs ; D. K. Bennett, guns 
and pistols; Mercantile Union, I. H. P. 
Rowell, agent; C. & S. E. Robinson; 
Adams Kellogg, E. Dewey, hats and cloth- 
ing; Emery & Field, crockery and furni- 
ture ; Wm. Storrs ; Herrick& Page, shoes ; 
A. A. Mead, jewelry ; T. C. Phinney, jew- 
elry, changed to book-store. 

1859 — ^- ^' Lewis; S. S. Boyce, books, 
etc ; S. Abbott, jewelry ; Field & Watson, 
M. P. Courser, A. L. Carlton ; J. R. Lang- 
don, flour; J. C. Emery, crockery and fur- 
niture; E. Gunnison, shoes; Bailey & 
Brothers, Palmer & Stetson, Wooster 
Sprague. 

i860— Eli Marsh, Wm. B. Burbank, J. 
W. Ellis & Co. ; Jacob Smith, clothing ; 
Deroing& Brooks. 

Additions from Aug, i860. 

i860 — George Watson ; Fisher & Strat- 
ton, silver-platers, etc. ; Braman & Tilden ; 
Dennison Dewey, stoves, glass and tin- 
ware. 

1861— Geo. W. Scott & Co., Ellis & 
Foster, Calvin Robinson, S. E.Robinson; 
M. C. Parkinson, watches, etc. ; Chas. H. 
Cross, bakery and confectionery; J. V. 
Babcock & Co., furniture ; D. T. Knapp, 
Roger Bulkley, harnesses, etc. 
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1862— C. W. Storrs; Geo. W. WUder, 
books, etc. ; E. Bickford, J. C. Page, boots 
and shoes ; L. F. Pierce & Co., drugs. 

1863 — N. P. Brooks, dry goods and 
hardware ; Wm. F. McClure, groceries ; 
N. K. Brown, drugs; Barnes & Johnson, 
J. Lease, harnesses, etc. 

1864 — Nichols & French, clothing ; J. 
A. Taft & Co., George Jacobs, Daniel 
Scribner, flour and groceries; Kellogg & 
Adams, hats and clothing; J. P. Dewey, 
flour, grain and nails ; H. & C. Fullerton, 
boots and shoes; Wood, Bixby & Co., 
druggbts ; S. Freeman, jewelry, etc. ; Wm. 
F. Braman, hardware, etc. ; Charles Cross 
& Son, bakers and confectioners ; E. Scrib- 
ner, Jr., stoves and tin-ware ; Dennis Lane, 
saw-mill machinery. 

1865— L. W. Smith ; Jacob Smith & 
Son, furniture ; A. D. Arms & Co., D. 
Neveux, W. I. goods;. E. R. Skinner, 
staple and fancy goods, wholesale ; Blanch- 
ard. Peck and Johonnott, leather; Wm. 
F. Braman & Co., hardware; John W. 
Clark, wagons and sleighs. 

1866— Martin & Simonds ; Geo. Nich- 
ols, ready-made clothing ; Carleton & Co., 
W. I. goods; Mark French, preserved 
fruits; J. E. Smith & Co., stationery and 
fancy goods ; J. Bodell, boots and shoes ; 
Bixby & Co., druggists ; Redfield & Crooks, 
drugs ; Lane, Pitkin & Brock, iron-founders 
and machinists fE. N. Scovell, furniture ; 
Henry Cobb, marble monuments, etc. 

1867 — New York Dry Goods Store; 
Emery & Carleton, crockery and carpet- 
ings ; H. E. Filield & Co., flour and W. I. 
goods; L. L. Tanner, boots and shoes; 
W. F. Braman, hardware, etc.; J. V. 
Babcock, drugs, etc. ; Ira S. Town, 
watches and jewelrj- ; Peck & Johonnott, 
leather; C. Spear, gas and water fixtures. 

1868— B. Benjamin & Co. ; W. E. Ad- 
ams, hats and clothing ; Denison Taft & 
Son, flour, etc. ; B. M. Chaffiee, boots and 
shoes; Lamb & Peck, hardware, etc,; 
Putnam & Co., N. K. Brown & Co., drugs ; 
Flanders & Kinson, platers, etc. 

1869— A. C. Dewey & Co., floiu-, lime, 
plaster, etc. ; J. C. Emery, crocker>', car- 
petings, etc. ; Philbrick Brothers, W. I. 
goods, etc. ; Barrows & Peck, hardware, 



etc. ; Babcock & Cutier, drugs, etc. ; W. 
A. Boutelle & Wife, dry goods and milli- 
nery; Blanchard, Keith & Peck, leather, 
etc. ; A. L. Carleton, dry goods; Hinckley 
& Best : C. F. Fullerton, boots and shoes ; 
S. S. Towner, miUinery and fancy goods ; 
Farwell Brothers, clothing; T. H. Corry 
& Co., W. I. goods; J. W. Page, teas, 
coffee, spices and tobacco, wholesale : T.C. 
Phinney, books, stationery, £uicy goods 
and homceopathic medicines ; Hiram At- 
kins, staple stationery : Medad Wright & 
Son, lumber and machinery. West Mont- 
pelier; W. H. Barnes, harnesses, etc.: 
Cobb & Cummins, marble monuments; 
Stimson & Co., patent door springs. 

1870— Calvin Robinson & Co. ; Bailey 
& Park, Storrs & Jones, W.I. goods, etc. ; 
Carlos Bancroft & Son, W. I. goods, iron, 
etc. : W. L. Washburn & Co., T. J. Hunt, 
W. F. Waterman & Co.. W. I. goods and 
groceries; Spear & Bancroft, tin-ware, 
stoves, etc. ; Woodward & Blakely, drug- 
gists; D. McDonald, furniture, carpetings, 
etc. ; E. Hatch, boots and shoes ; E. Spin- 
ney, fresh and salt fish, etc. ;G. P. Foster, 
coal and wood ; D. Taft and Son, lumber ; 
Kimball & Hewett, monuments, etc. ; J. 
W. Paine, A. Allen, cigars. 

1 87 1 — C. Blakely, drugs, etc. ; ScoN-ill 
& Lyon, furniture, etc. ; Jacobs Brothers, 
flour and W. I. goods; C. E. Winch & 
Co., W. I. goods and groceries; Thomas 
McGee, sewing-machines ; Fisher, Colton 
& Kinson, platers, etc. ; J. O'Grady, boots 
and shoes; N. C. Bacon, auction store; 
J. Bruce, harnesses and carriage trim- 
mings ; Soi>er & Lord, cloths and merchant 
tailors ; T. A. Dewing, boots and shoes. 

1872 — George Jacobs, flour, W. I. goods, 
etc. ; Smith Brothers, coal; L. W. Jones, 
proN^sions, W. I. goods, etc.; Geo. M. 
Scribner, stoves and tin- ware ; F. C. Gil- 
man, wagons and sleighs ; B. T. Soper & 
Co., cloths and merchant tailors; A. G. 
Stone, watches and jewelr}*; Crosby & 
Taplin, dr}- goods; Redfield & Bascom, 
drugs, etc. 

1873 — Montpelier Manufacturing Com- 
pany, children's carriages, etc. ; Hatch & 
Farnsworth, boots and shoes ; C. E. Hos- 
ford, clothing, etc. ; Crosby & Taplin, dry 
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goods ; Babcock & Cutler, drugs, etc. ; A. 
Luce & Son, groceries; V. Konsalik, 
watches, etc. 

1874-^J. D. Qogston, tin-ware ; Putnam 
& Marvm, groceries, crockery and glass. 

1875 — E* P' Towner, boots and shoes; 
Fuller & Howe, dry goods ; Mrs. A. L. 
Carlton, dry goods ; Bascom & Dewey, 
Wilson & Co., drugs, etc. ; C. H. Heaton, 
groceries. 

1876 — A. & A. Johonnott, leather; N. 
P. Brooks & Son, house-finishing tools 
and fixtures, glass, sash, blinds, doors, etc. ; 
E. H. Towne, merchant tailor; C. P. 
Pitkin, coal and wobd ; H. C. Webster, 
dry goods ; Lyon & Daley, furniture, etc. ; 
A. J. Braley, groceries; C. H. Keene, 
watches and jewelry. 

1877 — Fred Blanchard, tin-ware, etc. ; 
C. W. Selinas, harnesses, etc. ; Henry 
Cobb, marble monuments; Kimball & 
Carter and H. C. Cross, granite monu- 
ments ; S. C. & H. H. Woolson, merchant 
tailors; Chase & Edgcombe, boots and 
shoes; A. H. Bailey, Smith Brothers, 
dry goods; Orange Fifield, flour, gro- 
ceries, etc. ; Washburn & Co., millinery. 

1878 — Sabin Manufacturing Co.,* door- 
springs; Miss M. L. Page, millinery; 
Henry Lowe & Son, teas and fine gro- 
ceries. 

1879 — ^' ^' Skinner, watches, jewelry, 
etc. ; A. J. Howe, dry goods. 

1880 — Sumner Kimball, granite monu- 
ments; C. H. Shipman. C. E. Stow, 
boots and shoes; Blanchard Brothers, 
flour, iron and hardware; W. W. Park, 
flour and groceries ; E. W. Bailey & Co., 
flour and feed ; Montpclier Carriage Co., 
chUdren^s carriages. 

1 88 1 — C. A. Best, millinery and dry 
goods; D. W. Temple, dry goods; J. A. 
Murray, W. L goods and groceries ; H. E. 
Slayton, books and stationery; £. R. 
Meader, millinery and sewing-machines; 
Geo. E. Wheeler, marble monuments. 

When not otherwise indicated, the per- 
sons named were dealers in goods of the 
usual variety to be found in country stores 
until about 185 1, and after that date in 
dry goods. The list is necessarily imper- 
fect previous to i860, and since that it 
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might have been swelled to double its 
length by the insertion of the names of per- 
sons engaged in business not included gen- 
erally in the preceding list. Notably is a 
long line of dealers in family groceries and 
provisions, several with restaurants con- 
nected, and some doing a large business in 
fruits. The list is made firom the Vermont 
Registers, and hence the true dates should 
be a year behind those given as a general 
rule. 

BANKS AND INSURANCE COMPANIES. 

The Bank of Montpelier was chartered 
in 1825, and organized in 1826, with a 
capital of $50,000. The first president 
was Hon. Elijah Paine, of Williamstown, 
and his successors under the charter and 
re-charters were James H. Langdon, Tim- 
othy Hubbard, John Spalding, Thomas 
Reed, Jr., Rawsel R. Keith, E. P. Jewett, 
and George C. Shepard. This bank was 
re-chartered in 1840, with a capital of 
$75,000, and still again in 1853, with a 
capital of $100,000. The cashiers were 
Thomas Reed, Jr., Charles R. Cleaves, 
George Howes, Geo. B. Reed and Chas. 
A. Reed. This bank was succeded in 
1865 by the Montpelier National Bank, 
organized under the national banking law, 
with a capital of $300,000, whose officers 
from its organization have been James R. 
Langdon, president, George C. Shepard, 
vice-president, and Chas. A. Reed, cash- 
ier, until 1881, when E. D. Blackwell 
succeded Mr. Reed. The capital is now, 
1 88 1, $360,000. 

The Vermont Bank was chartered in 
1848, and organized in 1849, with a cap- 
ital of $100,000. The presidents were 
Hezekiah H. Reed, George W. Collamer, 
Homer W. Heaton, E. H. Prentiss and 
Roderick Richardson ; and its cashier, John 
A. Page. This bank continued until the 
First National Bank of Montpelier was or- 
ganized in 1865, under the national bank- 
ing law, the president of which has been 
John A. Page; and the cashiers, R. J. 
Richardson, L. F. Richasdson, J. C. Tap- 
lin and J. C. Houghton. 

The State Bank was organized in 1858, 
under the general banking law of Vermont, 
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with a capital of $100,000, held mainly by 
stockholders in the old bank of Montpelier. 
Its officers were James R. Langdon, pres- 
ident, and George B. Reed, cashier. Bus- 
iness was continued but a few years. 

To the banks in Montpelier one compli- 
ment is due — they alwa)'s have been per- 
fectly sound and reliable, without any 
exception. 

Latest organized is the Montpelier Sav- 
ings Bank and Trust Company, chartered 
in 1870, organized in May, 187 1, and com- 
menced business Aug. i, 187 1. Its offi- 
cers are Homer W. Heaton, president; 
Whitman G. Ferrin, treasurer, succeeded 
by A. W. Ferrin. July i, 1880, there 
were 1685 depositors, deposits $346,284.33, 
and surplus $31,060.11. 

The Vermont Mutual Fire Insurance 

Company 

was mcorporated in 1827, organized in 
March, 1828, and is now in the 54th year of 
successful and beneficent operation. The 
first President was Hon. Chapin Keith of 
Barre, and his successors were Hon. Israel 
P. Dana of Danville, and Hon. John 
Spalding of Montpelier — the terms of these 
three covering the first 13 years of the 
company. In 1841, Hon. Daniel Baldwin 
of Montpelier consented to take the office, 
and he was re-elected at every annual elec- 
tion until 1874, — 31 years. He was suc- 
ceeded by James T. Thurston and Hon. 
W. H. H. Bingham. Hon. Joshua Y. 
Vail was the first permanent Secretary, 
and held the office until 1850, who was 
succeeded by Hon. Charles Dewey, who 
served until 1871, when Mr. James T. Sa- 
bin was elected, who is the present Secre- 
tary. The treasurers until 1842 were Hon. 
George Worthington, Hon. Oramel H. 
Smith, CalNin Jay Keith, Esq., Hon. 
Homer W. Heaton and Harry Vail. In 
1842, James T. Thurston was appointed 
and he was succeeded by O. J. Vail and 
H.N. Taplin, Jr.' In this Company prop- 
erty for insurance is divided into five class- 
es, with rates of insurance varying in pro- 
portion to the hazrrd of each class, and 
the theory of the company is to make the 
property insured in each class bear the 



losses of its own. Theoretically, therefore, 
this Company has five dbtinct mutual in- 
surance companies under one management ; 
and distinct accounts of the fis^ dif!ierent 
classes have been kept for many years, to 
enable the directors to assign to each the 
proper rates of insurance. The theory of 
the company is probably due to abundant 
caution in respect to the classes which are 
occasionally exposed to sweeping fires, 
from which isolated property is always ex- 
empt. It is an exception which proves the 
wisdom of the rule. The whole number 
of policies issued from March 31, 1828, to 
Aug. I, 1 88 1, was 219,841 : of this num- 
ber 190,428 have expired or been canceled, 
leaving in force, at the last date, 29,413. 
The whole amount insured has been $237,- 
333,504, of which the amount canceled 
or expired b $200,430,697 — leaving the 
amount insured Aug. i, 1881, $36,902,807. 
The whole amount of premium notes tak- 
en is $21,456,983.09, of which the sum of 
$18,810,474.93 has expired or been cancel- 
ed, leaving in force, as a fund for the pay- 
ment of losses and expenses, Aug. i, 1881, 
$2,646,508.16. The whole cash receipts 
of the Company have amounted to $3,653,- 
940.38, and the whole amount paid for loss- 
es and expenses, (including a new and 
permanent office,) $3,643,289.08 — leaving 
a balance in the treasury, Aug. i, 1881, of 
$ 1 0,65 1 . 30. Chargeable upon this surplus 
are unadjusted claims for losses estimated 
at $4,383.30. The total annount of assess- 
ments made in 54 years is 178} per cent., 
or, on the average, 3 and 1-3 per cent, 
per annum of the premium notes. This 
result indicates that the premium notes 
have on the average constituted a fund, 
l^;ally collectable if necessary, more than 
five times greater than the size of the loss- 
es and expenses, and so proves the safet}*, 
against any possible contingenc)', o( insur- 
ance in institutions managed on the mles 
of this company. 

The Farmers* Mutual Fire Insurance 

Company 

was incorporated and organized in No- 
vember, 1849, its first president being 
Hon. Azel Spalding, then of Montpelier. 
His successors have been Hon. William 
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Howes, of Montpelier, Hon. George W. 
Bailey, of Middlesex, Hon. William L. 
Sowles, of Swanton, and P. P. Pitkin, of 
Montpelier, the present incumbent. Hon. 
Joseph Poland, of Montpelier, has been 
the secretary since the organization. Sam- 
uel Wells was treasurer until, his death, 
and was succeeded by Geo. W. Leslie. 
As its name implies, the purpose of this 
Company is to insure only farmers^ prop- 
erty, and other property of like kind as to 
hazard — in theory corresponding with the 
first or least hazardous class of the Ver- 
mont Mutual before described. The main 
difference between the two companies is, 
that the Vermont Mutual first ascertains 
its losses and expenses from month to 
month, assesses the premium notes to pay 
them, and collects (annually) these assess- 
ments ; while the Farmers' Company re- 
quires payment by the insured in advance, 
of a sum estimated to be sufficient to meet 
the losses and expenses during the life o f 
the policy, which in that Company is 5 
years. As ample security, however, to 
the insiu^ against loss, each member of 
the Farmers' Company, (as in the other 
Company,) is required to give a premium 
note, which is assessable or legally collect- 
able in case of necessity. 

The Natioual Life Insurance Company 

was incorporated in November, 1848, with 
an authorized capital of $100,000. This 
was reduced to $50,000, by an amendment 
of the charter in 1849, and the Company 
was located at Montpelier. Benjamin 
Balch made an unsuccessful attempt to or- 
ganize the institution in 1849, and, early in 
1850, it was organized by others, with 
Hon. Wm. C. Kittredge, of Fairhaven, as 
president, and Roger S. Howard, Esq., of 
Thetford, as secretary. These gentlemen 
resigned after brief service, when Dr. 
Julius Y. Dewey, of Montpelier, was ap- 
pointed president, which office he held 
until his death, when he was succeeded by 
hb son, Hon. Charles Dewey. James T. 
Thurston, Esq., of Montpelier, served 
awhile as secretary, when Geo. W. Reed, 
of Montpelier, was appointed, and has 
since held the office. The financial af- 



£urs of the institution are managed by a 
board of trustees, and not by a treasurer. 
The whole amount of risks, Oct. i, 1880, 
was $8,623,156. The assets of the Com- 
pany are invested in U. S. and State bonds, 
bank stock and notes amply secured by 
mortgage, the par value of which on the 
1st of Oct. 1880, was $2,253,837.07. This 
institution has been prudently and very 
successfully managed, and bears a high 
reputation among those who are familiar 
with this class of insuranee companies. 

STATE-HOUSES. 

The position of Montpelier as State 
capital from 1808, and County seat from 
181 1, has contributed much to the growth 
of the population and business of the 
town, and given it a prominence in the 
political, judicial, religious and social af- 
fairs of the State which otherwise it could 
not have attained, and an influence from the 
strongest and best men of the town, which 
has always been wisely used. The names 
of Wright and Lord in the churches, of Pren- 
tiss and Baylies and Loomis in all judicial 
circles, of Thomas Reed, Jr., among bank- 
ers, and of the senior E. P. Walton in the 
editorial and political field — not to men- 
tion the living — were known and respected 
throughout the State, and their influence is 
still felt through a great number in Vermont 
and elsewhere, who profited by their ex- 
cellent teachings and examples. 

Previous to 1808, there had been 46 ses- 
sions of the General Assembly in 14 dif- 
ferent towns; 23 sessions in the eastern 
side of the State, in or near the valley of 
Connecticut river ; 22 on the western side, 
1 1 of which were in Bennington County, 
and 1 1 in or near the valley of Lake Cham- 
plain, and one session in the north-eastern 
part. These locations at extreme points 
from a common centre entailed hardships 
of access, alternately on the one side of the 
Green Mountains and the other, and many 
inconveniences and evils in future years 
which then were hardly considered. Among 
these was the impossibility of preserving 
complete records of public and official do- 
ings, and files of State papers ; because of 
which, the early civil and political history 
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of the State, so far as official records and | 
papers arc concerned, is at best but frag- ' 
roenlan'. and much of that which has since 
been obtained consists of the fragments 
gatbered bj- the late Henry Stevens. Sr., 
in the attics of deceased state officers, 
judges and legislators, and among the rags 
of thepaper-milb. These wer« purchased, ; 
indexed and bound at considerable expense 
to the State. To remedy the inconven- 
iences of a Slate without acapiial. and the 
frequent disputes between rival towns for 
the compliment of a legislative session, 
the General Assembly of i8o j appointed a 
committee to " fi» upon a place in the 
town of Montpelier. for the erection of 
buildings for the accommodation of the 
Legblalure of this State," and on condi- 
tion that the town of Montpelier should 
erect the buildii^ and convey them to the 
State, with the land whereon they shall 
stand, declared that " said buildings shall 
become the permanent seat of the legisla- 
ture for holding all their sessions."* In 
the debate of 1857, on the Stale house 
. question, the late Dorr J. Uradley, of 
Brattleboro, gave a tradition as to the act 
of 1805, which doubtless came firom hb 
father, the late Hon. Wm. C. HtBdley, in 
these words : • 

But the f^entleman from Westford has 
accused those of the House who oppose 
moving to Burlington, of sectional prej- 
udice. I have wondered that this subject 
was not earlier mentioned in the debate, 
but I did not expect it would come from 
the quarter it does. The question is 3 
sectional question ; it was a sectional ques- 
tion before the gendemau fiom Westford. 
or any other member of this House, was 
bom ; and it was to allay that sectional 1 
jealousy that the Capitol was located here. 
Our ancestors settled on the eastern and 
western borders of the then-called New 
Hampshire Grants, and the common dis- 
pute with New York united them in inter- 
est and in action. Thev were not, how- 
ever, so blind as not to see that the great 
natural feature of their territory must be 
respected. For a long time, this great 
range of mountains through their centre, 
prevented their having any Capitol. Each 
j-ear, however, the disputes for the locality 
of the next .se&sion became too tiresome, 

•Ftniuml(Mil.im,p.Vt. Sa«(edlD« ■»«« In 



and they resorted to an expedient. Tbcy 
'" ' " call for " centralizing *' some point 



then a little hamlet amor^ the moun- 
tains, but on neither side of them. It was 
selected because it was on neither side. 
A division of the range left it a perfect 
geographical puule to decide on which 
side it .should be classed. How many a 
heart among those wise old men rejoiced 
that the mountains, for which the State 
had been named, the mountains, heretofore 
a cutse, were to be henceforth a blessing. 
These mountains, into which, and not 
over which, our law-makers were to travel, 
were to become the centre about which 
the affections of all might cluster. They 
were careful not to wound the pride of 
either side. Their governors were alter- 
nately selected from each. The senators 
to Congress, being only iwo, were always 

taken one from each side 

Mr. Chainnan. the Capitol was located 
here as a measure of peace. It was to 
biuld us up from a divided, into a united 
and homogeneous people. Fifty years of 
peace have been the product of this act of 
wisdom! Our old worthies were right, 
They set that puzzle to their children an 
purpose ; they knew whal they were about ; 
their children understood them. Shall 
we. their grand-children, affect ignorance 
of their intention? Shall we discard all 
those lessons of wisdom, to find a place 
where some tourist mav go with a sketch- 
book, orsome artist with apallet? Abo\-e 
all, which idea is sectional, that of pre- 
serving this peace of half a century, or 
that of violating its provbions? I, for 
one, am a kind of 'Samaritan on this sub- 
jecl. "Our lathers worshipped in this 
mountain ;" not bowing themselves to the 
Adirondacks across the Lake, nor to the 
White Hills from St. Johnsbury : but this 
mountain — the Green .Mountain range : 
and I am for going down to no Jerusalem 
on the east or the west. 
. The act makiog Montpelier the capital 
of the State was passed Nov. 8. 180;. and 
on the 25th of the next month, the town, 
in legally warned town meeting, appointed 
a committee lo receive subscriptions and 
donations, and to superintend the erection 
of the buildings at the expense of the sub- 
scribers, the town as a corporation not to 
be liable for the buildings or the expenses 
of the committee. The town then had a 
population of about 1200 only, and a grand 
list of less than $23,000, and the heaviest 
part of the ta.sk rested naturally upon the 
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village, which then had probably less thaa the constitutionally scrupulous former pay- 
half of the population and property ; and ing his proportion with his townsmen, 
moreover money of any sort was exceed- The original subscriptions, the tax, and 
ingly rare. Subscriptions were promptly other donations, amounted to from S8000 
made, but they were payable "in labor or to I9000, which was the cost of the house 
materials when reasonably called for;" exclusive of the land — 20 rodsby 16, which 
"such articles of materials and produce" as was given by Thomas Davis, 
the subscribers chose; and "in grain, the first state-house 
neat cattle, provisions, or goods at such ^^ constructed of wood. 50 by 70 feet on 
times as we [the subscribers] shall parUc- ^^^ ^^^ . ^g f^^^ ^5 j, ^ ,^^ ^^f ^^^^ 

ularly specify." Some matenals, specially anguUr-shaped in front, and otherwise 
nails and glass, required cash, and cash ^,^ j^^^^ ^ j.^^ ^^ ^y^^ ^^^^ ^^ -^ 

had to be provided. Sept. 2. 1806. the ^^^^ floors-the first being the vestibule 
town voted almost unanimously to petition ^ the hall of the House of Repre.senta- 
the Legislature to grant a tax of four cents ,;^^^ ^^.^^ ^ ^^ j.^^ ^q^^ ^^ ^^ 
per acre on all the land of the town, [which ^^ ^^^ ^ . ^j ^^ ^^^ ^^t ^^ ^^^.^^^ j^^„t . 
would raise about $800,] to be expended ^^^ ^^^„j ^^^ ^^^^^ t^ ,^^ ,. 
in completing the State-House ; but noth- ,^^ ^^ ,^^ j,^^^^ . ^^^ ^^^ ^^.^ ^^ ^^: 
ing appears to have been done, and the ering the vestibules and hall of the House, 
time was near [Sept. I, i8o8,] when the ^as occupied by the room of the Governor 
work was to be completed. Therefore, and Council, into which an audience-room 
May 12, 1808, the town voted a tax of 4 for spectators opened, and' by committee- 
cents on the dollar of the list of 1807, ^ooms-one of them named Jefferson HaU. 
[which would raise about $iqoo.] two- and famous as the scene of political cau- 
tliirds payable in grain and provisions, and ^^ ^.^^ ^^f ^, surmounted by a 
one-third in specie or current bank bills. ^^^^^ cupola, in which was the finest- 
or orders from the buildmg committee, or ^^„^ahe\\ the town has ever had. The 
receipts or orders fi-om the architect and ^^jy; ^^^ ,^^, f^^^^^^^ ,,armed 
constructor Deacon Sy vanus Baldwin, ^j^^ ^^^^^ ^„^ ,5^^^^ ^.,^ ^^„^^ ^^, 
The constable began to collect this tax^hen die3_the hall of the House with a chan- 
he was met by the objection, from a shrewd j^,.^^ ^^ ^^^^j .„ j^^ rtions and so 
farmer, that by the constitution of the ^^,,5^^^ j„ j^^ ^g^^^ as to be a marked ex- 

State a town had not the power to tax its ^^^^j^^ ♦^ ^u^ ,^io;^«^eo^f-.»«*...„»i,;««^i„-. 

. , - . ^ , ..,.,,. ception to the plainness oi everything else, 

inhabitants for the purpose of buildine: a j ^ . ^u • r 

^^ *^ , , , , ^ and to incur the censure, as a piece of 

State-house. The judges and lawyers ,.r i 11 r r-.u * r^.u u 

, ^^ , , . . . , *• foolery," of one of the wisest of the old 

were then consulted, and loi the judg- 1 . 1 ^ u rw n-u: u 

^ , ^ • . . ^, legislators — Henry Oun. This house was 

ment of the fanner was unanimously af- , ^, .o^^c u ;«. j ju 

^ , ^, . „ ^ used until 1836, when it was succeeded by 

nrmed. This was a predicament very tin- 
welcome to the people, most of whom were the second state-house. 
willing to pay the tax; yet it was a serious This was authorized by act of Nov. 8, 
predicament, because the constable dared 1832, on condition that Montpelier should 
not attempt to collect a tax which might pay $15,000 towards its construction, 
afterwards be repudiated, and thus the This sum was paid,iand $3000 more for 
burden be cast upon himself. In this additional land. The second house was 
emergency two projects were suggested : beautiful and substantial— a perfect speci- 
one being the selection of a collector who men (the dome excepted,) of Grecian 
had no property, and the other a minor as architecture— and the finest Capitol of its 
collector, on the presumption that he day in New England, if not in the coun- 
would not be suable. The latter course try. The grounds, including fence, ter- 
was adopted, and the tax-bill was put into race and approaches, were the same as 
the hand of Hon. Daniel Baldwin, brother now ; and as the building was in form the 
of Sylvanus. He collected the tax, even same as the present, a Greek cross, differ- 
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ing little in dimensions, (but more in the 
roof and dome,) a particular description is 
not necessary.* The whole cost, (the 
Davis land excepted,) of this bouse and 
grounds was $132,077.23. This Capitol 
was used until Jan. 5, 1857, when, through 
^ lack of due caution both in erecting and 
managing the heating apparatus, the wood- 
work of the interior took fire, and all the 
wood-work was destroyed, and the walls 
of granite and brick were badly damaged. 

THE THIRD STATE-HOUSE 

was authorized by act of Feb. 27, 1857, 
which appropriated $40,000 on condition 
that the inhabitants of Montpelier should 
give good and sufficient securit)* to pay in- 
to the treasury a sum equal to the whole 
cost of the work. This securit)' was given 
in a bond in the sum of $100,000. At the 
session of 1858, no appropriation was made 
by the State, and the work was carried on to 
completion by funds advanced by citizens 
of Montpelier, leaving biUs for the iumi- 
ture and some other debts outstanding to 
the amount of $34,000 in 1859, which sum 
the State then assumed, and the cost of con- 
struction was reported in 1859, ^ being 
••within $150,000."" The first appropria- 
tion by the State, Feb. 1857, was $40,000 ; 
the second, Nov. 1857, was $30,000, and 
whatever should be paid by Montpelier on 
the bond required by the first named act — 
the amount then paid being $42,000 ; and 
the State in 1859 appropriated the further 
sum of $34,ooo^making in all $146,000. 
The contributions of Montpelier to the 
three houses have amounted to about $71,- 
000, exclusive of interest and the land 
originally deeded by Thomas Davis, which 
now, if it was private propertj*, would be 
the most valuable land in the town. Every 
part of the building, which is ever heated 
or artifically lighted.^is fire-proof, the ma- 
terials being granite, brick, iron and mar- 
ble ; and the roof and dome, which can 
hardly ever be exposed to fire unless by 
lightning, are covered with copper and con- 
nected by copper conductors nmning to the 
ground drains. The st)*le of architecture 
is the same as that of the second capitol, 

* For a icood deseripliun aee [ZadockJ Tkom/>9om's 
rtrmomt (Civil Hi»ton J !>■<«• m>->- 



but the furniture, upholster^', gas fixtures, 
and heating apparatus (by steam) are bur 
superior. The central building is 72 feet 
8 inches in height, surmounted by a dome 
I and cupola 56 ft. 9 in. in ht. — extreme ht. to 
base of the statue representing Agriculture, 
which caps the cupola, 129 feet 5 inches. 
The length of the central building is, for the 
portico 18 feet and the side walls 95 feet 8 
inches — in all 113 feet 8 inches; and the 
breadth is 72 feet 8 inches. The wings 
are each 52 feet in length, making the ex- 
treme length of both, including the width 
of the central building, 176 feet 8 inches. 
The width of each wing b 50 feet 8 inches, 
and the height 47 feet 8 inches, with cor- 
nices reaching to 8 feet below that of the 
central building, giving to the whole pile the 
shape of the Greek cross. By the enlarge- 
ment of the building, opportunit)' was giv- 
en for great improvements in its value and 
convenience for public business. The 
State Library has been materially enlarged 
aud improved, specially in law, history, 
and general literature, until it has come to 
be indispensable to judges, lawyers, and 
literary men for books of reference, and 
the number of volumes has largely out- 
grown the room. A fine State Cabinet of 
mineralog)' and natural history- has been 
formed, and it receives additions annuallv. 
The battle-flags of the Vermont troops in 
the war for the Union are carefully pre- 
served, with the portraits of many of her 
officers ; and within the State Department 
and the room assigned to the Vermont 
Historical Sodet)' all the firagments of the 
early history of the State that are attain- 
able are gathered and safely kept. On the 
whole, the glory of the latter house greatly 
exceeds that of the former. 

COUNTY BUILDINGS. 

From the settlement of the town until 1 797 
j it was in the Count)* of Orange. In 1795, 
I the town voted unanimously to petition 
I the Legislature to be set off to the County 
j of Chittenden, and £dled to succeed, but 
I was annexed to the County of Caledonia in 
i 1797, and there remained until the County 
I of Jefferson was organized Dec. i, 18 11, 
i with Montpelier as the county town. The 
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name of the County was changed to Wash- 
ington in 1 8 14. The first court house was 
erected in 18 18, on the west side of the 
State House grounds — a wooden building, 
which now adjoins the Catholic church, 
and is occupied by its priest. The second 
house, of brick, was erected on the corner 
of State and Elm streets in 1843, ^^^ ^^ 
burned the same year. The third, a brick 
building, enlarged in 1879, partly burned 
in 1880, and re-finished in Aug. 1880, was 
erected on the same site in 1844. The 
first jail-house was the dwelling-house of 
the first settler in the village — Jacob Davis. 
It was given to the County by Thomas 
Davis, son of Jacob, and was converted 
into a jail and residence for the jailor. 
The changes in this building, to adapt it 
to its purposes, were made at the expense 
of citizens of Montpelier. In 1832, the 
County rebuilt the jail part of this building, 
and gave back half of the building to the 
original donor, who then needed this act 
of justice. In 1857, the County substi- 
tuted the present substantial and handsome 
building for the old one, and paid Mr. 
Davis for his interest in the property. In 
this connection a fact is added to correct the 
perhaps general impression that the State- 
House and other public buildings are 
sources of wealth to the citizens of the 
town, especially the hotel-keepers. Mr. 
Davis gave bountifully of his property to 
the State and County, doubtless hoping to 
regain all his * gifts and more, by the in- 
creased patronage he would receive in his 
hotel. That hotel was the finest of its 
day, at least in the State, and was, as it 
has almost ever since been, the one most 
favored. Mr. Davis was himself an indus- 
trious, temperate and laborious man, and 
had the aid of sons and daughters bom in 
his house ; and yet he would have died a 
poor man, entirely dependent upon his 
children, but for the remnant of his early 
patrimony which was restored in his old 
age by the County. 

HOTELS. 

The first building serving as a public 
house was Col. Jacob Davis^ residence on 
Elm street, afterwards the jail-house, and 
still serving for dwellings on another part 



of the same street. The first hotel in the 
town and county, built specially for the 
purpose, was built by Col. Jacob Davis, 
about 1793 — the Union House, on the site 
of the present Unitarian church. It was 
of wood, and was burned in 1835. An- 
other hotel of brick was erected on the 
same site, and that also was burned in 
1859, and was succeeded by the present 
Union House, standing on the opposite 
corner of Main and Court streets. The 
second hotel built was the Hutchins tav- 
ern, longer known as the Shepard tavern, 
a wooden building, which stood on Main, 
opposite Barre street ; it was burned. The 
third hotel erected was the Pavilion, b^' 
Thomas Davis, in 1807-8, a brick build- 
ing. For its day it was one of the best 
hotels in New England, adorned with 
mouldings, carved wood-work, and fresco 
painting excelled only in modern times. 
Mahlon Cottrill enlarged the building to 
about double its original dimensions. This 
building was succeeded by the present 
building, erected by Theron O. Bailey, 
which is one of the most perfect hotels in 
New England. The third hotel erected 
was by Obadiah Eaton in 1810, on ground 
now occupied by the Central Vermont rail- 
road for depot purposes. This building 
was moved to Elm street, and is now oc- 
cupied as a dwelling-house. The fourth 
hotel was of brick, on the south side of 
State street, and a few doors west of Main 
street, which was kept for many years by 
Rufus Campbell, Hugh Gourley, William 
Rogers and others, and was then converted 
into stores. It was erected about 1824. 
'The fifth was the Eagle hotel, on State 
street, enlarged and changed into the 
present American house. The sixth was 
the brick dwelling-house on State street 
erected by Henry Y. Barnes, and changed 
into a temperance hotel. For many years 
it was known as Bumham^s hotel, and is 
now known as the Bishop house. This 
comprises the list of hotels in the present 
town of Montpelier. In the part of the 
old town which is now East Montpelier, 
the writer remembers five taverns, some 
of which were not without fame in their 
day. For a time there was a hotel in the 
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present limits of Montpelier, but not in 
the village, known as the Coffee House. 
It was on the farm two miles from the 
State-House, and on the road to Barre. 
The farm was origiivdly owned by Jacob 
Davis, Jr., and is still known as the Coffee 
House. 

RELIGIOUS HISTORY. 

The town records show action by the 
town in respect to the gospel fund and 
to preaching at different times, commenc- 
ing March i6, 1795, but not much fruit. 
About that time the first Methodist class 
was formed. [See History of Methodist 
church, by Methodist contributors.] From 
'1 791, Clark Stevens, Friend or Quaker, 
was a resident of East Montpelier, and 
was joined by others of the same per- 
suasion, when religious meetings were held ; 
in 1803, a society was regularly organized, 
and shortly after a house for their meet- 
ings was erected. In 1804, regular re- 
ligious meetings were established in the 
village for services in ** singing and read- 
ing of sermons ^^ when destitute of preach- 
ing. The first record of regular preaching, 
in what is now Montpelier, was by Rev. 
Clark Brown, of Brimfield, Mass. Ini 805 , 
he was employed by the town to preach 
for one year ; but he did not succeed in 
that profession, and in 1806, left it and 
started a newspaper. In 1807, a Mr. 
Hovey was employed as preacher, but left 
the same year. 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 

In the winter of 1808, ^ Rev. Chester 
Wright spent a few Sabbaths, and Apr. 
12, thereafter, 83 leading citizens of the 
village formed •*The First Congregational 
Society in Montpelier." July 20, 1808, 
"The First Congregational Church'' 
was formed, consisting of 17 members. 
Mr. Wright was then employed as stated 
preacher, and continued as such until Aug. 
16, 1809, when he was made the perma- 
nent pastor of the church. The number 
of the members of this church reported in 
June, 1872, was 440, of whom 155 were 
then non-residents who had not taken 
letters of dismission or formally changed 
their relation. The whole number admit- 



ted to this church has been near 1200, 
thus showing that the removals by emigra- 
tion and death have been about 900. The 
meetings were usually held in the State- 
House, sometimes in the Academy build- 
ing until 1820, when what has been com- 
monlv known as ** the brick church " was 
erected, at a cost of about $8,000. The 
present elegant and substantial building, 
called '* Bethany Church," which was ded- 
icated Oct. 15, 1868, occupies the site of 
the old church. The value of Bethany 
church was reported to the last General 
Convention to be $70,000 ; but including 
the land and organ, and the cost of the 
coastruction of the building, the sum 
should be about $6,000 greater. The fol- 
lowing is a list of the pastors of the First 
Congregational Church of Montpelier : 

Aug. 16, 1809, to Dec. 22, 1830, Ches- 
ter Wright; Oct. 26, 183 1, to April 19, 
1835, Samuel Hopkins; Aug. 25, 1836, to 
July 15, 1840, Buel W. Smith; Dec. 15, 
1841, to Dec. 9, 1846, JohnGridley ; Sept. 
27, 1847, to 1878, W. H. Lord; 1878 to 
the present time, J. H. Hincks. 

SECOND congregational CHURCH, OR 
FREE CHURCH. 

This church was organized in 1835, con- 
sisting mainly of members of the First 
Congregational church. For a few years, 
under the ministration of Rev. Sherman 
Kellogg, it prospered, but afterwards de- 
clined, and about the year 1848, was aban- 
doned, a part of the members returning to 
the First Church, and others joining the 
Methodist church. The pastors and min- 
isters of this church were : 1835 to 1842, 
Sherman Kellogg; 1842 to 1844, Joab 
Seeley; 1845 to 1847, E. J. Comings. 
This church and society erected and used 
the building on State street, which is now 
the Village HaU. 

FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH. 

Elder Ziba Woodworth, (see biograph- 
ical sketch in East Montpelier,) was a cit- 
izen of the town at its organization, and 
on its record is a certificate of his good 
standing in the Baptist church prior to his 
residence here. From about 1800, Mr. 
Woodworth was in the habit of exhorting 
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as occasion offered, and in 1806, he was 
ordained, and preached from 1806 to 1826. 
Philip Wheeler Is named in Walton's Reg- 
ister as a Baptist preacher in 181 5-16, and 
again from 1823 to 1825, and also Samuel 
Parker from 1827 to 1832. A chur(h was 
organized in 1830, says D. P. Thompson, , 
which would be in the ministry of Mr. 
Parker. In 1870, the church and society 
commenced the construction of a hand- 
some church edifice on School street, 
) which has since been completed. The 
clerical list, so &r as it is attainable, is as 
follows, beginning with the organization 
of the church in 1830: 1830-32, Samuel 

Parker; 1840, Keniston; 1841-43, 

Zebina Young; 1849, Jatkson; 1866-8, 

N. P. Foster ; 1869-71, William Fitz; 
1872-78, N. Newton Glazier ; 1879 ^0 the 
present time, H. A. Rogers. 

UNIVERSALIST CHURCHES OR SOCIETIES. 

In an account of the religious condition 
of the town previous to 18 11, the late Rev. 
Xlhester Wright stated that previous to 
1800, there had rarely been any preaching 
except by the Methodists; that the in- 
creased population from 1800 was divided 
into various sects, the largest number pro- 
fessing Universalism. A society of this 
sect was formed in the village, (now Mont- 
pelier,) in 183 1 ; one had been formed 
earlier at the centre of the old town, and 
shared the meeting-house there with other 
denominations, and at a later date a third 
was formed in Blast Montpelier, and erect- 
ed a house of worship in East Montpelier 
village, which has been maintained ever 
since, and is now a handsome structure. 
The following list of Universalist preach- 
ers in Montpelier has been gathered from 
Walton's Register : 

1833, John M. Currier; 1834, John M. 
Austin; 1835, B. H. Fuller, J. Wright; 
1836, J. Wright; 1837-8, John Gregory; 
1839, J. Wright, J. Boyden; 1840 to 1866, 
Eli Ballou; 1867-70, J. O. Skinner; 1871, 
£. Ballou. 

UNITARIAN CHURCH AND SOCIETY. 

There had been occasionally missionary 
eflforts for this denomination, but no stated 
preaching and permanent organization 



until after the coming of Rev. C. A. Allen 
in 1865. A church and society has been 
formed, consisting of Universalists and 
Unitarians, and a handsome church edi- 
fice has been erected on the corner of 
Main and School streets, called **The 
Church of the Messiah." The list of min- 
isters embraces but two names: Rev. 
Chas. A. Allen began his labors in Mont- 
pelier in 1864, and remained here 5 years, 
receiving leave of absence for a year in 
1869, and resigning his charge before that 
leave had expired. Rev. J . Edward Wright 
became pastor in 1869, ^^^ ^^ ^^^ (1881) 
in charge. 

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

In 1842, a church of this denomination 
was organized, consisting in part of mem- 
bers dismissed by request from the first 
Congregational church, among them being 
the first rector. A small church edifice 
was immediately built, and in 1867-8, an- 
other elegant one on State street, near the 
centre of the village, which superseded the 
first. It is called ** Christ Church." The 
list of rectors is as follows : 

1843-49, George B. Manser f 1850-53, 
E. F. Putnam; 1854-65, F. W. Shelton; 
1866-8, D. C. Roberts; 1869-70, Wm. J. 
Harris; 1871-79, A. Hull; 1880 and since, 
H. F. Hill. [An additional paper is prom- 
ised by the rector. Rev. Mr. Hill. — Ed.] 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

No record Is found of regular ministra- 
tions according to the forms of the Cath- 
olic church for any considerable period 
previous to 1850, but there had been fre- 
quent visitations before that date, notably 
by •• Father O'Callaghan," of Buriington. 
The old court house was first converted to 
the uses of a church, and was again con- 
verted into the priest^s residence, when a 
convenient brick edifice Jiad been erected 
near the State House, now known as '* St. 
Augustine." The congregation is the 
largest in the town, being gathered from 
Montpelier and neighboring towns. The 
clerical list is as follows, gathered from 
Walton's Register : 

1850-53, Hector Drolette; 1861-63,2. 
Druon ; 1864-81 , J . M . P. Duglue, in whose 
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absence Father Savoie officiated. [An ad- 
ditional paper will be given hereafter. — 
Ed.] 

LITERARY INSTITUTIONS, NEWSPAPERS, AC. 

The history of the common schools — at 
least until the establishment of a graded 
school by the union of all the districts in 
the village — is that of every other town of 
like population, and need not be given. 
Preliminar}' to a notice of the chartered 
literary institutions in their order, four so- 
cieties designed to supplement the formal 
schools are worthy of notice. 

LIBRARIES AND DEBATING SOCIETIES. 

The first was a Circulating Uhrary, of 
about 200 vols. , established in 1 794, and lo- 
cated in the centre of the old town, probably 
under the care of the late 'Parley Davis. 
One feature was the exclusion of all novels 
as well as all religious books, thus limit- 
ing the selection of books to works of 
history, travels, biography, the sciences, 
philosophy, agriculture,' mechanics, and 
such poetry as was admissible under the 
rule ; and^ the second was the establish- 
ment of a similar librar)* in the village, 
Feb. 28, 18 14, which was not quite so ex- 
clusive in character. Both libraries ex- 
isted for many years, and were undoubtedly 
useful to all who were disposed to profit by 
them. The third was a literary' society 
formed about 1807, for theme writing and 
debate, called " The Franklin Society, '" of 
which the apprentices in the printing- 
offices and other mechanical tiades were 
the members. Its rules required gentle- 
minly language and deportment ; and one 
who was an originator of the society, (the 
late Gen. Ezekiel P. Walton,) informed 
the writer 'that all the members became 
intelligent, valuable and influential cit- 
izens, except one^ alone, who was expelled 
for pro£uiity. Another society, with the 
same name, existed in 1828. A similar 
but small society was in existence some 
few years, dating also fi-om about 1828, 
and with like results ; at least three of the 
members became editors, two of them 
Members of Congress at the same time, 
and another a judge of the superior court 



of one of the large Western States.* The 
fourth was 



»i 



•*THE MONTPEUER LYCEUM,' 

formed Nov. 18, 1829, which was contin- 
ued for several >*ears. Its design was 
** mutual improvement in useful knowl- 
edge,'' and the means were, by addresses, 
lectures, essays, reports upon assigned 
topics, and oral debate upon selected ques- 
tions. The members were not only the 
young people of both sexes hom the 
schools, but also professional men, mer- 
chants and mechanics of all ages. The 
lad in his teens met his minister, his 
teacher, his doctor, or the judges and law- 
yers of the village, in public debate, and 
all were encouraged to take part in the ex- 
ercises. The fruits were indeed "im- 
provement in useful knowledge,'' and the 
art of imparting knowledge ; making good 
writers and keen debaters, sharpening the 
intellectual powers, educating in all the 
members a taste, for whatever is excellent 
and useful in literature and science, and 
inspiring a zeal for personal and public 
improvement . I ts first president,and prob- 
ably its originator, was the well-beloved 
principal of Washington County Grammar 
School for 12 years — the late Rev. Jona- 
than C. Southmayd. 

WASHINGTON COUNTY GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 

Nov. 7, 1 8 10, Montpelier Acculemy was 
incorporated, the name being changed in 
1 8 13 to Washington County Grammar 
School, and endowed with the rents of the 
Grammar School lands. The first acad- 
emy building was of wood, 44 by 36 feet 
on the ground, and two stories in height. 
It was located on what is now the triangle 
on Main at the intersection of Spring street, 
near the *• Academy bndge." This build- 
ing was burned in 1822, when a more com- 
modious brick building i^^-as erected, which 
was used until it was superseded by the 
larger and still more commodious Union 
School building, erected at the head of 

*Tbree of the jgnAntXtA from Gen. Walton's prlnt- 
Ing-ofllee were •enrlng In CoDfrreM at tbe same time 
In 1887-W— two at Members ol the House f^om Maaaa- 
eboaetta and Yamont, and a third, haUlnf from a 
Western State, In tbe poat-oflee of tbe Hoi^ae. and 
aflerward In tbe Clerks* Department, and as Pajr- 
master In tbe Army In tbe Bcbelllon war. Two other 
graduates frtNn that offlee became clergymen of good 
repatatkm. 
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School street in 1858-9. The principal 
instructors of the Academy and Grammar 
School, until its union with the Graded 
School, were:* James Whorter, James 
Dean,* Joseph Sill, Benton Pixley,t Ira 
Hill, Thomas Heald, Justus W. French,J 
Seneca White, Heman Rood, John Stev- 
ens, Jonathan C. Southmayd, J. B. East- 
man, Augustus A. Wood, || Aaron G. 
Pease,§ Calvin Peas^,1[ J. H. Morse, M. 
Colbum, Geo. N. Clark,** Davis Strong, 
Horace Herrick, J. E. Goodrich, Charles 
'Kent and C. R. Ballard. Others were 
temporarily employed, and among them 
was the late Hon. Joshua Y .Vail, in the early 
years of the school, and Robert Hale in 
the later ; and in the interim between the 
destruction of the first academy building 
and the completion of the second, the 
want of an academy was measurably sup- 
plied by a classical school under a Mr. 
Sherard. For many years, dating from 
the preceptorship of Mr. Southmayd, 
Washington County Grammar School was, 
among others of its day, of the very high- 
est reputation in the State, sending out as 
teachers, clergymen, lawyers, physicians 
and public men, a long roll to the high 
honor of the institution audits instructors. 

MONTPELIER UNION GRADED SCHOOL. 

Prompted in part by a bequest of $1,000 
by Hezekiah H. Reed, land was purchased 
amply sufficient for school purposes for 
many generations, and a school-house 
erected at a cost of $19,000, when, under 
the general statute and special acts passed 
in 1858-9, the four school-districts in the 
village were united into one Union School 
district. The special acts gave full powers 
in respect to the course of study, and with 
a union of Washington County Grammar 

'Afterward ProfeMor of MaUiematlcs In the Uni- 
versity of Vermont. [See vol. I, BurUngton Paper on 
the University by Prof Clark—Ed.] 

t Clerftyman In WUUamstown and missionary among 
this Western Indians. 

tClericynian In Vermont, New York and New Jer- 
sey. 

II Clergyman In New York. 

f Clergyman In Vermont. 

% Professor and President of University of Vermont, 
who died wtallepaator of a Presbyterian church at 
Rochester, N. Y. [See biography of. by brother of 
President Pease* vol. I, this work— Ed.] 

**ProAsssor In Unlversltv of Vermont, and now 
clergvman and Secretary of the American Board fbr 
Foreign Missions. [See Paper by him on U. V. M., 
vol. I, Vt. Hist. Qas.— Ed.] 



School with the district, a course was 
adopted embracing all studies necessary, 
from the primary to the highest grades re- 
quired for admission to colleges and the 
highest institutions for the education of 
females. Thus was formed a Union and 
Graded School, which has endeared itself 
to children and parents, and is an honor 
and a source of just pride to the town. 
The principals have been: 1859-61, M. 
M. Marsh; 1862-71, Daniel D. Gorham; 
1872-74, C. W. Westgate; 1875-77, J.E. 
Miller; 1878-9, A. W. Blair; 1880, W.W. 
Prescott; 1881, H. R. Brackett. 

NEWSPAPERS AND AUTHORS. 

The first newspaper established in Mont- 
pelier was TAe Vermont Precursor, by 
Clark Brown, in November, 1806. Mr. 
Brown had not been fortunate as a preach- 
er, having failed in a few months, and 
he was little more fortunate as publisher, 
since he sold his paper in less than a year 
to Samuel Goss, the first proprietor of 
The Watchman^ which was afterwards, 
from January, 1826, the Vermont Watch- 
man 6r* State Gazette, and from Dec. 13, 
1836, and still is, the Vermont Watchman 
&* State Journal; and the oldest newspa- 
per in Montpelier. The real germ of the 
Watchman, however, was not the Precur- 
sor, but the Green Mountain Patriot, es- 
tablished at Peacham, Feb. 1798, by Sam- 
uel Goss and Amos Farley, and discontin- 
ued in March, 1807, the year in which Mr. 
Goss moved his office to Montpelier. The 
editors of the Watchman have been Sam- 
uel Goss, Ezekiel P. Walton, E. P. Wal- 
ton Jr., [so known to the public, the true 
name being Eliakim P. Walton,] Joseph 
& J. Monroe Poland. The period of Mr. 
Goss was from 1807 to 18 10; of Mr. Wal- 
ton senior until about 1830, after which 
his brother Joseph S. Walton assisted for 
awhile, and E. P. Walton Jr. until Sept. 
1853 ; the latter was editor and proprietor 
until Jan. 16, 1868, and editor until Mar. 
1868 ; and frpm March 1868, the Messrs. 
Poland were in charge until J. M. Poland 
retired. During the 40 years of service by 
^Walton, senior, the business of book-pub- 
lishing and selling was connected with the 
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Dewspa{)er, and for several years after his 
sons had become of age, the business was 
greatly enlarged by uniting under one 
management the newspaper, job and book- 
printing, paper-making, book-binding, and 
book-selling, making one of the most im- 
portant business establishments in the 
town, and furnishing support to a greater 
number of families than any other at the 
time. 

The next newspaper in point of time vf^s 
The Freeman s Press^ by Derick Sibley, 
or Wright & Sibley. The germ of that 
paper was, it is supposed. The Weekly 
Wanderer, commenced at Randolph in 
Jan. 1801, by Sereno Wright, and discon- 
tinued in 181 1 ; or possibly was removed 
to Montpelier and re-issued as ^^The Free- 
man s Press,"" In D. P. Thompson's list 
of business men, however, the names of 
Wright & Sibley do not appear until 181 5. 
They may have come earlier, and probably 
did, as Rev. John Gridley's Histor>' fixes the 
date **about 1813." The latter was the 
Jeffersonian Republican as theWatchman 
was the Federal organ, until **the era of 
good feeling" came to Montpelier in 1818, 
when Jonas Galusha received all the votes 
of Montpelier except one. The ** Press" 
was discontinued about that time — possi- 
bly before 18 17, leaving **the Watchman" 
sole occupant in the field. Mr. Sibley re- 
moved to Rochester, N. Y., where he was 
highly esteemed, and a son of his — possi- 
bly a native of Montpelier, — has been one 
of the most successful men of this country 
in telegraph companies. 

The next newspaper in the order of time 
was the ** Vermont Patriot Sr* State Gaxette,'" 
established Jan. 17, 1826, by George 
Washington Hill & Company. It was in- 
tended to be the organ of the Jackson par- 
\y (since called Democratic) in Vermont, 
as was Isaac Hill's •'Patriot" in New 
Hampshire. The "Vermont Patriot*^ was 
continued for some years by its founders ; 
fi'om 1834 by Geo. W. Hill and William 
Clark; from 1839 by Jeremiah T. Mars- 
ton; from 1848 by Eastman & Danforth; 
from 1854 by C. G. Eastman, and the ad- 
ministrator of his estate, from whom the 
paper passed to E. M. Brown, and short- 



ly after was merged in the present ^*Argi4s 
and Patriot,"*^ published and edited by Hi- 
ram Atkins. The dates given above, ex- 
cept as to the birth of the* "Patriot," have 
been taken from D. P. Thompson's list of 
business men, and may not be entirely 
accurate, though it is believed they are 
nearly so. Mr. Hill did not possess the 
editorial tact of his distinguished brother, 
and employed others to do the chief edito- 
rial work, and most prominent among the 
several so employed were Horace Steele 
and Hugh Moore — Steele, the author of 
"The Indian Captive," (omitted from Za- 
dock Thompson's list of Vermont books,) 
and Moore a poet of no mean rank. Both 
Marston and Eastman were able editors, 
and Eastman was the sweetest of Vermont 
poets. 

**Th€ State yournaT was established 
Nov. I, 1 83 1, by Knapp&Jewett — Chaun- 
cey L. Knapp, a graduate from the Watch- 
man office, and Elam R. Jewett. The 
"Journal" was continued until December 
1836, as the organ of the Anti-Masonic 
party, and was then merged in the "Watch- 
man." Mr. Knapp was the chief editor, 
and after filling State offices in Vermont 
and Ma&^chusetts, and serving four years 
in Congress for the Lowell, Mass., dis- 
trict — 1855-59, — he is now in harness 
again as editor of a daily newspaper in 
Lowell. Mr. Jewett was for a long time 
connected with the Commercial Advertiser 
of Buffalo, N. Y., and has retired from the 
newspaper business with an ample fortune, 
but is yet engaged in a lucrative business 
kindred to -'the art of arts." 

The Voice of Freedom was established 
in January 1839, ^y Allen & Poland, with 
C. L. Knapp editor, an anti-slavery news- 
paper, which was continued until 1842, 
and then removed to Brandon. It was 
succeeded in 1844, at Montpelier, by the 
^^ Green Mountain Freeman^ by Joseph 
Poland, which is now published by Her- 
bert R. Wheelock. The editors have been 
Joseph Poland, Jacob Scott, Daniel P. 
Thompson, Sidney S. Boyce, Charles W. 
WUlard, J. W. Wheelock, H. R. Whee- 
lock, and H. A. Huse. [See paper later.] 

The *^ Christian Repository,"^ organ of 
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the Universalist denomination, was started 
in Woodstock as ••The Universalist Watch- 
man" in 1829, by William Bell, and re- 
moved to Montpelier about 1836, and its 
title changed. For most of the period of 
its publication in Montpelier, Eli Ballpu 
was the editor and he was also publisher, 
under the firms of Ballou & Loveland, and 
Ballou & Son. It was merged in a Boston 
paper in 1870, having been edited for the 
three preceding years by J. O. Skinner. 

The ** Christian Messenger,'''' [see account 
of by Rev. J. R. Bartlett.] 

The Vermont Farmer was commenced 
in Montpelier in 1879, by L. P. Thayer, 
and removed to Northfield in 1881. 

For The Vermont Chronicle, now pub- 
lished here, see Windsor, next volume. 

For about 40 years a daily paper has 
been issued from the ••Watchman" office 
during the sessions of the General Assem- 
bly. It was originated for the convenience 
only of members of the Legislature and 
persons having business before it, and at 
first was a small sheet of one or two pages, 
containing an abstract of daily proceed- 
ings. Soon it grew into a small news- 
*• paper of four pages, and contained an ab- 
stract of debates as well as of proceedings, 
and was in demand for more general cir- 
culation. It became at last a daily paper 
of medium size, or equal to the original 
weekly ••Watchman," and was entitled 
•* Walton's Daily Journal,^'' to distinguish 
it from his weekly newspaper. From the 
outbreak of the rebellion in the spring of 
1861, until July, 1868, it was continued 
regularly as a daily paper — with two edi- 
tions each day for most of that period — 
and was supplied by correspondents in 
several of the Vermont regiments with val- 
uable materials for Vermont's history in 
the War, much of which is yet to be pre- 
served in a more convenient form . Daily 
papers have occasionally been issued dur- 
ing the Legislative sessions from the •* Pat- 
riot "and ••Argus" office, and also from 
the ** Freeman" office, and from the lat- 
ter a daily, was published during the war. 

A regular visitor into more Vermont 
households than have received the Mont- 
pelier newspapers altogether, is ••Walton's 



Vermont Register." It was started by E. 
P. Walton, Sr., and his brother, George 
S. Waltoi\ in 18 17, the first number, (be- 
ing the Register for 18 18,) having been 
printed and published in the closing 
months of that year. From that date 
until the present time it has been annually 
issued, and although it has not increased 
much in superficial dimensions, and is still 
a convenient hand-book, it has increased 
in matter as £ast as the professional and 
other business of the State has increased. 
The second number of the Register, (for 
18 19,) was published by E. P. Walton, 
Sr., Geo. S. having deceased, and the 
publication was continued by him and his 
sons until 1853, when the publication was 
commenced by E. P. Walton, Jr., the 
present Eliakim P. Walton. In a few 
years the proprietorship was given by him 
to Samuel M. Walton, and by him it was 
transferred to the Claremont Manufacturing 
Co. in 1867, their first issue having been 
the number for 1868, and in 1881 to the 
White River Paper Co. From 181 7, or 
the origin of the Register, until now, the 
editors have been E. P. Walton, Sr., and 
E. P. Walton, Jr. — so it ever has been, 
and still Is, •• Walton^s Vermont Register ,'*'' 
For several years the blanks in the calen- 
dar pages were filled with guess-work as to 
the weather, and the writer of these pages 
exercised his ingenuity in fiUing in that 
sort of matter when a boy — a confession 
which suggests the utter folly of the fash- 
ion. It was the general fashion in al- 
manacs, however, and for the credit of 
Walton's it must be said, that nobody 
could be harmed by a pro^s^nostication of 
•• rain or snow" in April, orof •• unsteady 
weather, flying clouds ; we seldom fail of 
having a cold north-easterly storm this 
month" — all of which is the weather wis- 
•dom for May, 1820. The three last 
months of that year were suffered to go to 
press without any weather at all, but it is a 
fact that the weather went on according to 
its will, without the slightest respect to the 
Almanac maker, or the hopes or fears of 
those who relied upon him. This folly 
was abandoned finally, and a page was in- 
serted from year to year containing a 
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weather table, which was originally framed 
by the astronomer Herschel, and corrected 
by observations made by the; Rev. Dr. 
Adam Clarke. It is obvious, however, 
that any scheme, constructed by observa- 
tions on another continent, and with a 
different climate from ours, cannot be re- 
liable here ; probably not as reliable as the 
judgment of persons who will themselves 
carefully observe the connection of fair 
or foul weather with the direction of the 
wind, and watch the thermometer and 
barometer-— or better still, the daily an- 
nouncements from the weather office at 
Washington ; which, by the way, take no 
notice of the moon as an element in fore- 
casting the weather. The time came to 
relieve "Walton's R^;ister'' from this 
useless matter, and it was gladly improved. 

Among the papers temporarily published 
at Montpelier were ** TA^ Temperance 
Star^ published in 1841-2 by the Vermont 
Temperance Society, and edited by Geo. 
B. Manser ; •• The Harrisonian^ a cam- 
paign ps^r issued in 1840, from the 
WaUhmtut office, and edited by £. P. 
Walton, Jr. ; "T^ Reformed Drunkard,'^ 
in 1842, by F. A. McDowell, changed to 
•* The Reformer,'^ and discontinued ; and 
a monthly literary and religious magazine 
in 1838, called " The Green Mountain 
Emporium,'^ by John Milton Steams, 
which was removed to Middlebury and dis- 
continued. 

The newspapers continued at this date, 
1 88 1, are '* The Vermont Watchman and 
State Journal,^ (Republican,) by Joseph 
Poland; "Argus and Patriot," (Demo- 
cratic,) by Hiram Atkins; "The Green 
Mountain Freeman," (Republican,) and 
"The Christian Messenger," (Methodist 
Episcopal,) by H. R. Wheelock. 

Of books printed and published at Mont- 
pelier a formidable list could be made by 
including legislative joumals,statute books, ; 
Supreme Court and other reports, school I 
books, sermons, pamphlets, almanacs and j 
registers. The tides of many of these | 
may be found in the catalogue of the Ver- 
mont State Library', and their omission 
here is excusable. Of the books noticeable 
are the following : Valedictory Address of 



George Washington, 1812, an edition of 
which, thanks to the Washington Benevo- 
lent Societies, saved the Watchman office 
from passing into the hands of a sheriff; 
Indian Captive, or the Burning of Ro>'al- 
ton, by Horace Steele, 12 mo., 1812 ; Di- 
gested Index of law reports, by Nicholas 
Baylies, 18 14, 3 vols, octavo, 15 12 pages; 
On Free Agency, by Nicholas Baylies, 
1820, 12 mo. 216 pages; Gazetteer of Ver- 
mont, by Zadock Thompson, 1824, 12 mo. 
312 pages; English Grammar, by Rufiis 
Nutting, 1826, 12 mo. 136 pages; May 
Martin, by D. P. Thompson, i6mo. 1835, 
edition after edition of which has been 
printed in America and in England ; and 
The Green Mountain Boys, 1839, by D. 
P. Thompson, 2 vols. 12 mo. 536 pages; 
The Gift, 1841 , Poems, by Sophia Watrous 
[Bemb,] 24 mo. 172 pages; Theological 
Criticism, Poetical Scraps, and Dogmas of 
Infidelity, 1843, by F. W. Adams, M. D., 
12 mo. 240 pages; Poems, by Charles G. 
F.astman, 1848, i2mo. 208 pages, of which 
a new and enlarged edition, with a me- 
moir, has been recentiy printed ; The Cap- 
ital of Vermont, journal of proceedings 
and debates of the special session of the 
General Assembly, February, 1857, with 
an appendix and engravings — 8 vo. 300 
pages, 1857; History of the Town of 
Montpelier, by Daniel P. Thompson, i860, 
octavo, 312 pages; The Second Brigade, 
or Camp Life, by a Volunteer, [E. F. 
Palmer,] 16 mo. 224 pages, 1864; Adju- 
tant General^s Reports, octavo, 1862, no 
pages — 1863, 406 pages — 1864, 958 pages 
— 1865, 762 pages— 1866, 368 pages— all 
embracing an official hbtory, by Hon. Peter 
T. Washburn, of the part taken by Vermont 
in the War of the Rebellion; Steps to 
Heaven, by Rev. F. S. Bliss, i2mo., 186^, 
184 pages; Collections of the Vermont 
Historical Society, octavo, vol. I, 1870, 
508 pages — vol. II, 1871, 530 pages; The 
Family Physician, &c., by Dr. Leonard 
Thresher, 8vo. 1871, 406 pages; and the 
Governor and Council, embracing journals 
of the Council of Safety and Governor and 
Council, early historical documents and 
biographical notices, edited by Eliakim P. 
Walton, 8 vols., published 1873-1881. 
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Of citizens of Montpelier the number who 
have been authors is not large, but their 
works are^ voluminous. The list in the order 
of time embraces Horace Steele, historical, 
I vol. ; Nicholas Baylies, law and metaphys- 
ics, 4 vols. ; Samuel Woodworth, pamphlet 
poem on the battle of Pittsburgh ; Sophia 
Watrous, poems, i vol. ; Rev. F. W. Shel- 
ton, tales and miscellaneous papers, 5 vols., 
previous to his removal from town ; D. P. 
Thompson, historical novels and history, 
10 vols ; F. W. Adams, theology and po- 
etry, I vol. ; C. G. Eastman, poems, i vol- 
ume ; in all, 24 volumes. 

Several who were once residents of 
Montpelier became authors after their re- 
moval; among whom are Rev. Samuel 
Hopkins, (pastor of the first Congrega- 
tional church,) author of two historical 
volumes on the Puritans in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth ; Rev. John S. C. Abbott, 
(who temporarily supplied the desk of the 
same church,) author of numerous histor- 
ical, religious and miscellaneous books; 
Hon. Isaac F. Redfield, author of several 
eb borate and valuable law books ; Hugh 
Moore, author of a memoir of Ethan Allen, 
and Zadock Thompson, author of the Gaz- 
etteer and History of Vermont, 2 volumes, 
and of other works. This list might proba- 
bly be extended. The published orations, 
addresses, sermons, speeches, and other 
pamphlets, the work of Montpelier men, 
combined, would make several volumes ; 
and in such volumes the names of Goss, 
Prentiss, Merrill,Wright, Gridley, Upham, 
Walton, [senior and junior,] Peck, Pease, 
[Aaron and Calvin,] Gridley, Willard, 
Lord, and many others, would appear as 
authors. Taken all together, therefore, 
the literary history and character of the 
town has been highly creditable. 

MILITARY HISTORY. 

The first military company was organized 
in 1794, consisting of 72 men, many of 
whom had served in the Revolutionary 
War. The late Gen. Parley Davis was 
the first captain. From that date Mont- 
pelier, in common with other towns, main- 
tained the military organizations required 
by law ; and of these a history is not nec- 



essary. Military matters of special interest 
will be noted. • 

Minute Men in 1794. 

A special town meeting, July 21, 1794, 

voted 

That this town will ensure to the Min- 
ute Men, now enlisted from this town, the 
wages, while in actual service, that the 
Governor and Council of this State have 
promised to recommend the Legislature to 
ensure them ; provided that Congress nor 
said Legislature do not do it. 

It seems, then, that the town had, upon 
the requisition of the Governor and Coun- 
cil, furnished its quota of minute men for 
an expected emergency, and patriotically 
guaranteed payment to them while in 
actual service. D. P. Thompson conjec- 
tured that there was then no danger of 
war, foreign or Indian, and that the whisky 
insurrection in Pennsylvania was the 
source of the possible emergency. Mr. 
Thompson's conjecture was materially er- 
roneous, and implied a suspicion of the 
fidelity of the people of Vermont to law 
and order, which was never entertained. 
Quotas of troops, to quell the insurrection 
in Western Pennsylvania in 1794, were re- 
quired from four neighboring States only. 
A fierce war was waged in the summer of 
1794 by the Indians, on the North-western 
frontier, with whom Wayne, Scott, and 
others were contending; but no minute 
men were required in Vermont to meet 
danger from any Indian war. The real 
danger was from Great Britain, and the 
emergency apprehended for Vermont was 
an attack from Canada on her Northern 
frontiers. Great Britain had interfered 
with American commerce ; Congress had 
debated a proposition for sequestrating 
the debts due from American to British 
citizens, and resolved on non-intercourse 
with Great Britain. An army of 80,000 
men was authorized at that period if emer- 
gencies should require it. The vote of 
this town shows that the Governor and 
Council had met in a special session, be- 
tween the regular sessions of Oct. 1793 
and '94, and required the raising of min- 
ute men— of course in response to instruc- 
tions fi'om the National Government — and 
yet the writer of this paper has searched 
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the manuscript Council Journal in v-ain for 
the record of that meeting. The journal 
of the regular session of Oct. 1794 does 
show that the State authorities had acted 
and provided the men. Nothing came of 
these preparations for war, except a dem- 
onstration that the people responded cheer- ' 
fully to the requirements of the national 
and state authorities. Montpelier, at 
least, was entitled to that honor. 

Gcvernar^s Guard. 

At an early day Vermont adopted the 
forms of Massachusetts in respect to the 
public honors paid to His Excellency-, the 
Governor. That was his title, and being 
at least nominally ** excellent,^ his person 
was at least nominally very 4>redous. He 
must have a military guard on public oc- 
casions, to escort if not to defend him. If 
the governor of Vermont did not himself 
bear the sword and a cocked hat — ^as Mas- 
sachusetts governors did — he must be sur- 
rounded by swords and cocked hats on 
gala day-s ; and every day in his walk 'from 
his boarding-house to the Council cham- 
ber, he must be attended by the high sher- 
iff of the county, bearing a sword. When 
Montpelier became the capital of the State, 
the people there, and in the \icinity, fur- 
nished both the State-House and a Gov- 
emors guard, called ** Washington Artil- 
lery," corresponding to the ** Ancient and 
Honorable Artillery *^ of Boston. It was 
chartered in 1807. This company was in- 
dependent of the regular State military or- 
ganizations ; it chose its own officers, who 
were commissioned by the Governor in 
person, who also reviewed the company 
annually on presenting the commissions. 
The business of the company was to per- 
form escort duty when the' Governor came 
to town on the day before the meeting of 
the General Assembly ; to escort the Gov- 
ernor and General Assembly and their of- 
ficers to the church where the election ser- 
mon was delivered, on "Election day;" 
and to fire salutes as proclamation was 
made from the portico of the State-house, 
by the sheriff of the county, of the election, 
severally, of the Governor, Lieutenant- 
Governor, Treasurer and Councillors. 



The company again met, in the week suc- 
ceeding, elected its officers, and was re- 
newed by His Excellency. Thus it had 
at least three days of service in each year. 
In fact, its ** trainings" were more fre- 
quent. Composed, as it was, of selected 
men, it alwa>*s ranked high. This organ- 
ization was maintained until the necessity 
for it was obviated by giving the pre- 
eminence to dvil over military power. 
The military and the armed sheriff were 
then excused from further service on such 
occasions in 1836. 

WAR OF 1 81 2-1 6. 

The military- history of Vermont at this 
period is singularly deficient, '*our foreign 
relations and defensive operations being 
exclusively committed to the management 
of the general government,"* without in- 
tervention by the State authorities, such 
as from 1 86 1 to 1865, when the admirable 
system of Adjutant-General Washburn 
preserved an accurate record of the Ver- 
mont officers and soldiers who served in 
the War of the Rebellion. There is, there- 
fore, no State record of the services of 
Vermonters in the War of 181 2, excepting 
only an imperfect record of the Plattsburgh 
volunteers, gathered many years after the 
battle. Two modes were adopted by the 
General Government in raising armies, to 
wit : by drafts fi^m the militia of the sev- 
eral states, called ** detached militia," and 
by enlistments into the United States 
army. In both cases the men were under 
the command of United States officers, and 
hence no complete rosters can be found 
anywhere short of the records of the War 
Department at Washington. A roster of 
officers only has been published in the 
American State Papers, and with the aid 
of this the following list is made : 

Larned Lamb, of Montpelier, appointed 
Captain previous to 1 808 . He commanded 
a company of U. S. troops stationed at 
Montpelier in 1808, but left the army be- 
fore the roster alluded to was published. 
Mr. Lamb died at St. Louis about 1828. 

Sylvester Day, of Montpelier, was 
commissioned as surgeon Mar. 13, 181 3. 

• MeMa«e of Got. Martin Chltieodeu, 1813. 
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He remained in the army until his death, 
which occurred at Pittsburgh, Penn., about 
1864. 

GusTAVUS LooMis was commissioned 
as 2d Lieutenant, Mar. i, 181 1, and was 
placed on the retired list Mar. 13, 1865, 
with the rank of brevet Brigadier General. 
He was probably a resident of Thetford at 
the time of his appointment, but for many 
years his home, when on leave of absence, 
was at Montpelier, and here his family for 
a time resided. He died in 1871. 

Sylvester Churchill was commis- 
sioned as Lieutenant in 18 12, and as Cap- 
tain in the 3d Artillery, Aug. 15, 18 13. 
During the War of the Rebellion he was 
Inspector General of the U. S. army, with 
the rank of brevet Brigadier General. He 
died at Washington near the close of that 
war. He resided in Montpelier for a few 
years previous to 1809, when he removed 
to Windsor, and became one of the pro- 
prietors of the VermofU Republican news- 
paper. 

In 18 1 3, Congress authorized the enlist- 
ment and organization of 46 regiments, to 
serve one year. Of these, four were as- 
signed to Vermont. The headquarters of 
one were at Rutland and Bennington ; of 
one at Woodstock ; and of two at Burling- 
ton. The roster of the officers of the 31st 
regiment of infentry, Daniel Dana, Col- 
onel, contains the names of the following 
persons from Montpelier and its immediate 
vicinity ; Cyrus Johnson, captain ; Pres- 
BURY West, ist Lieutenant ; John Put- 
nam, 2d Lieutenant; Jonathan Eddy, 3d 
Lieutenant. 

Undoubtedly there were several Mont- 
pelier men in this regiment, and probably 
in the two regiments enlisted at Burling- 
ton, but their names cannot be given. 

The list of Montpelier men in the regular 
army or naval service may as well be com- 
pleted here as follows : Hannibal Day, 
son of Dr. Sylvester Day, commissioned as 
2d Lieut. July i, 1823, and breveted Brig- 
adier General, March 13, 1865. He is 
still living and is on the retired list. Asa 
Richardson, commissioned as 2d Lieu- 
tenant at a little later date ; after serving 
several years he left the army ; but how, 

38 



the writer is uncertain — perhaps he re- 
signed, or was placed on the retired list as 
a disabled officer. Disabled he certainly 
was. Charles C. Upham. now deceased, 
was paymaster in the navy for about 20 
years, and attained the rank of Captain, 
and was high on the list when retired. 
George Dewey, Midshipman, Sept. 23, 
1854, Commander from April 13th, 1872. 
Charles E. Clark, Midshipman, Sept. 
29, i860, Lieut. Commander from March 
12,1 868 — appointed from Bradford . R . Ju- 
lius Richardson was paymaster during 
the Civil War. Theodore G. Dewey, 
Midshipman, June 19, 1875. 

To resume the subject of the War of 
1 8 12. It was declared June 18, and the 
Proclamation was not generally published 
in Vermont until about the first of July. 
The news was not unexpected nor unpre- 
pared for, since it appears that there was 
a body of troops at Montpelier as early as 
the 8th of July, under the command of 
Col. Cutting of the U. S. Army. The 
Governor and Council met at Montpelier 
on the 23d of July and adjourned on the 
25th. The business was not for the rais- 
ing of troops, but to represent to the Na- 
tional authorities the pressing necessity of 
arms and ammunition to prepare the mili- 
tia of the State to resist invasion. In a 
memorial prepared for that purpose it was 
declared, that the orders from the War De* 
partment ^for detached [militia'] men had 
been promptly obeyed,"*^ The number of 
detached men required of Vermont by the 
act of Congress of April 10, 1812, was 
3000. The inference, then, from the state- 
ment of the Governor and Council is, that 
Vithin less than a month the Vermont mil- 
itia had responded to all the demands made 
upon them. Undoubtedly this was true, 
and more, since many Vermonters enlisted 
into the regular army. The patriotism of 
the people — each political party spurring 
the other on — would not permit drafting, 
but rather a supply of all the needed men 
by volunteering. This was demonstrated 
by the Light Infantry Company of Mont- 
pelier, whose quota of men to be ''detached'' 
was eight. The company was paraded; 
its captain [the late Hon. Jeduthan Loom- 
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is, a strong opponent of the war,] addressed | Copy of a Roll of Piatt sburgh Volunteers 



the men, declaring that it was their duty 
to obey the order of the Goverment, and 
then ordered all who were ready to volun- 
teer to march two paces to the front. At 
the word, all marched out but five, and the 
consequence was that there was no * 'draft- 
ing'^ except to see who should serve as 
*'Home guards^' on the peace establish- 
ment. The required number went into 
service on the frontier ; but the writer can 
give the name of only one, the late Hon. Jo- 
seph Howes. He remained for the period 
required, serving on the regimental staff as 
Sergeant Major. Judge Howes had agreed 
to divide the service with the Hon. Daniel 
Baldwin; but when the time came for 
Judge ^aldwin^s turn, the officers in com- 
mand would not permit a compliance with 
the agreement by Judge Howes. A com- 
mission in the regular army for permanent 
service was tendered to Judge Howes, but 
he declined on account of the pressing ne- 
cessities of his £unily, and recommended 
the late Col. Cyrus Johnson of Berlin, who, 
as we have seen, did join the 31st Infuitry 
as Captain. The total number of "de- 
tached militia*" in Montpelier cannot be 
given. There were then three militia com- 
panies in the town liable to draft, and two 
of these were usually much larger than the 
Light Infantry. The whole number was 
probably about thirty. 

The invasion of Plattsburgh, in Septem- 
ber, 1 8 14, gave another occasion for rival- 
ry between the two political parties, which 
divided the town very nearly into two 
equal parts, the Jefiersonian Republicans 
having a bare majorit}* for Governor, and 
the Federalists electing the town repre>> 
sentative. Both parties rallied to repel the 
invasion. A company was immediately 
organized and marched for the seat of 
war. The election of Timothy Hubbard 
as captain indicated that the Federalists 
were the majority of the company, but the 
roll bears the names of good and true 
men of both, political parties. The follow- 
ing is a copy of the roll, which the writer 
has had in his possession, in the hand- 
writing of the late Hon. Joseph Howes, 
who was second lieutenant : 



made at Burlington^ Sept. loth, 1814, ^ 
\Brigiuiier'] Gml. F. \Parley\ Davis — 
belonging to Montpelier dr' vicinity. 

Timothy Hubbard, Capt. ; Isaac Put- 
nam, 1st Lieut. ; Joseph Howes, 2d Lieut. ; 
Stephen Foster, Ensign. 

Sergeants — Roger Hubbard, Benj. Phin- 
ney, George Rich, Jacob F. Dodge. 

Corporals — Ira Owen, Alanson Allen, 
Mark Goss, David Barton. 

Musick — Paul Emerson, Ellijah Perry, 
Joseph Hancock, Jona. Stevens, Jeduthan 
Doty. 

Privates — Joel Mead, C>tus Brigham, 
Jacob Grossman, I ram Nye, Daniel Wood, 
Caleb Morse, James Arbuckle, Thomas 
Mead, Jr., Ephraim Nye, Wm. Taplin, 
Andrew May, James Caldwell, Nathaniel 
Bancroft, Zebina Moulton, Samuel Rich, 
Michael Hammett, Daniel Perry, John 
Hull, Francis Lull, Darius Boyden, Thos. 
Brooks,* Abijah Howard, Henry F. Janes.f 
Samuel Scott, C>tus Ware, Perrin B. Fisk, 
Parrot Blaisdell, Jr., Phineas Dodge, Jo- 
seph Wood worth, f osiah Benjamin, Harr}' 
Richardson, Dyer Richardson, Pel^ Whit- 
tredge, Thos. McKnight, Samuel Davis, 
Lemuel McKnight, Abial French, Calvin 
Hale, Eliada Brown, James Bennett, Rus- 
sell Steward, Anthony Burgess, Ira May, 
Stephen Jacobs, Samuel Mead, David Per- 
sons, Nathan Kelton, Thomas Reed, Jr., 
Isaac Le Barron, James Short, John Marsh, 
Jona. Cutler, Jr., Silas Loomis, Bartholo- 
mew Kimball, Jonathan Shepard, Silas 
Burbank, Andrew Dodge, Jr., John Young, 
George Gifford, David Grey, John P. 
Davis, Samuel Upham, Simon Cummings, 
Thomas Parker. Isaac Ames, Earl Cate, 
Benjamin Nealey, Robert Dodge, Peter 
Nelson, Aaron Gould, John Brown, Jo- 
seph Andrews, Simeon Bates, JosiahWing, 
Joel Templeton, James Pine, Josiah White, 
Paul Hathaway, Arthur Daggett, Jr., 
Isaiah Burgess, James Pittsley, Phineas 
Parsons, Amos Farley ,James Allen, Simeon 
Daggett, Elias Metcalf, Abner West, Amos 
Andrews, Zenas Johnson, Nathaniel Proc- 

• GnuKUkUier of Biiir. G«n. W. T. H. Brooks, wbo 
oomiumnded Ui« Vermont Brigade In Uie SlxUi Corps 
InlStt. 

t Member of ConicreM from Yermont, U05-7. 
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tor, Solomon Stone, Clark Lumbard, kol- 
Knd Edwards, Asahel Lyon, Henry Cham- 
berlain. Jona. Dudley, Chester Luce, Peter 
C. Lovejoy, John C. Perry, John Cataffey 

[Chafiey,] Fassett. 

The total number of officers and men b 
1 18. They were all volunteers, and a few 
dtizens of Berlin and perhapsof Calais ex- 
cepted, they were from the old town of 
Montpelier. The publioation of this roll 
now — probably for the first time — will serve 
as a memorial of the dead, and inspire 
their descendants, if need be, with a like 
patriotic spirit. The total number of Ver- 
mont troops at PUltsburgh, Sept. II, 1814, 
was 2,Soo ; probably three limes ihat num- 
ber were on the way there, malting in all, 
7,500, of which Montpelier furnished one- 
64th part, 

THE WAR OF THE REBEU.ION. 

The full record of Adjutant General 
Washburn precludes the necessity of any 
details, or any assertion that Montpelier 
performed fully its part in that ever mem- 
orable war. The total number of men 
required from Montpelier to fill all quotas 
was 189, and the town furnished 236, be- 
ing 47 more than her quota. The princi- 
pal field andstaffofl^cers were : Colonels, 
Nathan Lord, Jr., 6th ;FrandsV. Randall. 
13th. Lieut. Colonels, Edward M. Brown, 
8th; Andrew C. Brown. I3lh. Majors, 
James S. Peck, i7lh; John D, Bartlett, 
1st cavalry. Adjutants, James S. Peck, 
13th; J. Monroe Poland, 15th. Capt. and 
Assistant Quarter Maslers, Ferley P.Pitkin, 
zd ; John W. Clark, 6th ; Fred, E. Smith, 
Edward Dewey, 8th. Capt. and Com. ol 
Subsistence. Albert L. Carleton, nth. 
Quarter Master, Nelson A. Taylor, 13th. 
Sui^eon, Charles M. Chandler, 6th. Most 
of ihe Montpelier men were in the 2d and 
13th regiments — the 3d being in the Sixth 
■ Corps, which had the highest reputation 
of any in the army of the Potomac for 
fighting, and the 13th was in Gen. Stan- 
nard's famous flank movement at Cettys- 
burgh on the 3d of July, 1863, of which 
Majtfr Gen. Doubleday in his report said, 
"that it b to Gen. Stannard and Col. 
Gates that the country is mainly indebted 



for the repulse of the enemy's charge and 
the final victory of the 3d of July."* 

The present military organization in 
Montpelier is one company of infantry, 
under Capt. Ely Ely-Goddard. 

PUBLIC ENTERPRISES. 

A review of what has already been re- 
corded will show that the people of Mont- 
pelier have been remarkable for their lib- 
erality in securing and establishing public 
institutions. The population of the whole 
town in 1810 was 1877, of which about 
one-half was in the present town, the pop- 
ulation of which in 1870 was 3033 ; yet the 
people of this comparatively small town 
have contributed largely in the erection of 
three state houses ; have built and sup- 
ported three academies, and contributed 
$20,000 to the Methodist Seminary and 
Female College ; have erected one masonic 
hall, and purchased a village hall ; have 
contributed to three court houses and two 
jails ; and have erected and supported 1 1 
j church buildings, some of them at a very 
I large expense. Other sources of very 
I great expense, unusual to most villages, 
I which cannot be fully estimated, have been 
' in streets and sidewalks and the provision 
of gas. Much of the village of Montpelier 
was originally little above the surface of 
the rivers which flow through it, and the 
principal streets have been put in their 
present condition by filling and raising 
them with earth. Two of the stores on 
Stale street, near Main, have been raised 
I about 8 feet above their original founda- 
' tions, and other stores are at about the 
I same height above the foundations of the 
I first building erected upon their sites. To 
, a less degree a great portion of three of 
the longest streets has been raised in the 
same way. In this process a large sand- 
I hill in the northern part of the village, 
I once the site of a cemetery, has been re- 
moved, and such inroads have been made 
into neighboring hills and ledges as to 
make many sites for buildings. It can be 
truly said that compactly built streets now 
cover spots once occupied by malarious 
ible clay-banks and ledges. 

>tUM,i>p- 
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Another source of expenditures liberally 
made has been the fire department. The 
Montpelier Fire Company was chartered 
Nov. 7, 1809, and consisted of the fore- 
most men of the village. A fire engine 
was purchased, which has been carefiilly 
preserved ever since. Under the village 
corporation an efficient fire department 
was constituted, which at one time, by 
means of leading hose and ^^-ater-tanks, 
was within the reach of every dwelling. 
Since that period, though the department 
has been maintained with six engines and 
a hook and ladder company, the erection 
of buildings in remote parts of the viDage 
has outrun the supply of w^ater. Another 
good work which commended itself to the 
liberality of the town was the establish- 
ment of Green Mount Cemetery-. It was 
founded by a former citizen of the town, 
Calvin Jay Keith, Esq., after he had ceased 
to be a permanent resident. It is now a 
noble monument to hLs memory. 

It is in other and vastly wider fields, 
however, in which the leading men of 
Montpelier have stood foremost; enter- 
prises affecting not the town merely, but 
the whole State, and other states and 
countries, and for which Montpelier has 
not yet claimed the honor that is justly 
due to her citizens. A consideration of 
these will fitly close a paper which has far 
outrun the original design of its writer. 

WINCX)SKI TURNPIKE. 

First among the enterprises of general 
public interest was the Winooski Turnpike, 
extending from the terminus of [Elijah] 
Paine's turnpike, (at the line between 
Berlin and Montpelier,) to Burlington. 
This company was chartered Nov. 7, 1805. 
Two Montpelier men were in the list of 
corporators, to wit: Charles Bulkley, 
(whose business was in Montpelier, resi- 
dence in Berlin,) and David Wing, Jr., 
who was then Secretary of State: and 
Parley Davis, of Montpelier, was one of 
the three commissioners appointed to lay 
out the road. Col. James H. Langdon j 
and Capt. Timothy Hubbard were leading 
stockholders ; and Mr. Hubbard for .some 
years, and then Col. Thomas Reed until I 



the Vermont Central railroad was con- 
: structed, were managers of the road. It 
' was of great public convenience, and a \-al- 

uable property to the company. This 

road and Cottrill^s stage lines were fiunous 

in their day. 

PROJECTED CANALS. 

The earliest canals projected in which 
Vermont was interested, were the ship 
canal, projected about 1784 by Ira Allen, 
to connect the St. Lawrence river wth 
Lake Champlain ; and the Cham plain canal, 
projected by Elkanah Watson and Gen. 
Philip Schuyler in 1792.* Otter Creek 
and Missisco rivers were made navigable 
for a few miles each. These for the west- 
em border of the State, while on the east- 
em border, the main work being at Bel- 
lows Falls, Connecticut river was made 
navigable for flat boats as far north as the 
I mouth of White river, and in favorable 
seasons farther still. But for projected 
canals within the State, and across it fix>m 
west to east, the chief honor is due to 
Montpelier men. A meeting of delegates 
from Chittenden, Washington, Orange and 
Caledonia Counties met at Montpelier, 
June 30, 1825, and appointed three com- 
missioners to ascertain the practibility of 
opening ^^-ater communication between 
Lake Champlain and Connecticut river. 
These were Araunah Waterman, John L. 
Woods and John Downer. They secured 
surveys in 1825, by Anthony M. Hoff- 
man, of Swanton, John Johnson, of Bur- 
lington, and Araunah Waterman, of Mont- 
pelier, a.ssisted by Sylvanus Baldwin, who 
was also of Montpelier. The surveys cov- 
ered routes from Montpelier via White 
and Wells river ; ako from Montpelier to 
the present summit of the Vermont Cen- 
tral railroad at Roxbury : and from Lake 
Champlain to Montpelier. A report by 
Messrs. Waterman and Woods was made 
to Gov. Van Ness, Nov. 2, 1825, which 
was communicated to the General Assem- 
bly ; and another report was made to the 
Govemor, Jan. 18, 1826, by Mr. Water- 
man, to whom belongs, it is believed, the 



* Gen. Scfanyler wrote ^q Got. Thomas Chittenden 
B this sor ' ' 

Vermont 



on this •abject, Oct. 17, 1798. His letter is in rol. )H of 
(Manuscript) State Papers, pa^e 66. 
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chief honor of promoting the enterprise. 
This favorable report of Messrs. Water- 
man and Woods secured prompt action by 
the General Assembly, which/ Nov. 17, 
1825, requested the Governor to solicit the 
Secretary of War to direct suitable engi- 
neers to ascertain the different heights of 
land and the waters on the several routes 
in the State where it is contemplated to 
make canals or improve the navigation of 
rivers. In anticipation of favorable re- 
ports, the Onion River Navigation and 
Tow Path Company was incorporated Nov. 
8, 1825; an act to provide for improving 
the navigation of the valley of Connecticut 
river was passed Nov. 9; on the 15th the 
Battenkill Canal Company, and on the 17th 
the Otter Creek and Castleton River Canal 
Company was incorporated. In response 
to the application of Gov. Van Ness, 
many surveys were made in Vermont by 
the U.S. Topographical Engineers. These 
included the Lamoille and Black, rivers to 
Lake Memphremagog, and the Clyde and 
Passumpsic rivers ; the Winooski to Mont- 
pelier, and from Montpelier by both White 
and Wells rivers to the Connecticut ; while 
beyond the limits of Vermont surveys 
were made with a view of possibly finding 
feasible water communication between 
Lake Champlain and the Atlantic Ocean. 
These surveys were failures in respect to* 
canals, but served efficiently in pointing 
the lines for the railroads which have been 
constructed since, or are now in the pro- 
cess of construction. 

RAILROAD ENTERPRISES. 

As in projected canals, so in railroads, 
Montpelier men were early in the field, 
and most efficient promoters, both in in- 
fluence and money. The honor of first 
suggesting a connection of Boston with 
Lake Ontario by railroad is undoubtedly 
due to John L. Sullivan, a distinguished 
civil engineer of Massachusetts. This was 
in 1827, in letters addressed to the late 
venerable Elkanah Watson, of Port Kent, 
N. Y., a most efi[icient*promoter of public 
enterprises of various sorts.* The honor 

* Men and Tlm€* qf the Revolution^ or Memoirs of 
Elkanah WaUon^ p«{$e 512. In a report by the late 
Itcii. Purley Davis, uf Moutpclicr, aiade Feb. 17. 1890, 
the date uf Mr. Sullivan's correspondence Is assijnicd 
lo ititi. 



of securing the completion of this great 
enterprise is doubtless chiefly due to the 
late Gov. Charles Paine ; but the credit of 
indicating the line on which the work was 
actually constructed, and of instituting the 
measures which led to the realization of 
the work through the labors of Gov. Paine 
and his coadjutors, clearly belongs to 
Montpelier. Th'e railroad line from Bos- 
ton to Lake Champlain was first formally 
indicated by Mr. Sullivan ; but in point of 
fact it was one of the lines which Water- 
man and Davis and Baldwin, of Mont- 
pelier, had indicated for canals in 1825 ; 
while from Lake Champlain to the St. 
Lawrence at Ogdensburgh, Mr. Sullivan^s 
line was by a transit of the lake from Bur- 
lington by ferry, and thence by rail up the 
valley of the Ausable ; but on the 17th of 
Feb. 1830, the report of Gen. Parley Davis, 
of Montpelier, made to a convention of 
citizens of Washington and Orange Coun- 
ties, indicated not only Mr. SulIivan^s line, 
but substantially the line which was act- 
ually adopted — that is, from the lake **near 
Champlain, (N. Y.,) and thence in a di- 
rect route to Ogdensburgh." Now, in jus- 
tice to other Montpelier men particularly, 
and to the town in general, other facts 
should be recorded. 

The files of Montpelier newspapers, for 
the year 1830, alone contain railroad mat- 
ter enough to fill at least two respectable 
volumes : and that was 4 years before the 
first locomotive had been brought into 
New England, and 5 years before the first 
New England road had been completed. 
The discussion of the Boston and Ogdens- 
burgh railroad question in the Watchman 
was begun earlier, but the first efficient ac- 
tion in Montpelier dates from Jan. 26, 
1830 ; when, on hearing that the commit- 
tee of the Massachusetts legislature had re- 
ported in favor of a railroad to Lowell, cit- 
izens of Montpelier met immediately, and 
appointed a committee to report upon the 
subject at an adjourned meeting on the 2d 
of February. That committee reported at 
the time appointed, and their report fa- 
vored internal improvements generally, 
and specially a railroad from Boston to 
Ogdensburgh. The report concluded with 
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these resolutions, and the meeting acted 
accordingly : 

Resolved, That the public eood requires 
vigorous and persevering efforts on the 
part of all intelligent and public spirited 
individuals, until by the enterprise of in- 
dividuals, the co-operation of State Legis- 
latures, or the aid of the General Govern- 
ment, the survey and completion of a route 
is established for a National Railroad y^ixm 
the seaboard at Boston, through Lowell, 
Mass., Concord in New Hampshire, and 
thence by the most convenient route through 
the vaUey of Onion river to Lake Cham- 
plain, and thence to the waters of Lake On- 
tario at Ogdensbur^, New York,* 

Resolv^, That Die chairman and secre- 
tar>' of this meetii^ be authorized to call 
an assembly of the inhabitants of the coun- 
ty of Washington, at such time and place 
as they may think proper, to consult on 
this important subject, and to adopt such 
measures as may be deemed exp)edient. 
Which is respectfully submitted. 

Lyman Reed, ^ 

E. P. Walton, > Committee, 

S. Baldwin, ) 

At this meeting. General Parley Da\'is, 
Joshua Y. Vail, Araunah Waterman, and 
Sylvanus Baldwin, Esqrs., were appointed 
a committee '* to prepare a topographical 
and statistical statement of facts on the 
subject of a route for a railroad from Bos- 
ton to Ogdensburgh ;^ and Hon. Daniel 
Baldwin was appointed an agent to repre- 
sent the \news of the meeting to the Massa- 
chusetts Railroad Association. 

These were all Montpelier men, Lyman 
Reed being then a citizen. He had been 
a merchant in Boston previously, and has 
since been in Baltimore and Boston. He 
was zealous for the interests of Boston, 
and ver>' well informed on the then new 
question of railroads. He prepared the 
first lectures on the subject for the Mont- 
pelier Lyceum ; and then elaborated these 
into seven articles, which were published 
in iClr. Walton's newspaper, the then named 
Vermont H^atchman &■* State Gazette, 

The President, Capt. Timothy Hubbard, 
and the Secretary of the meeting, O. H. 
Smith, Esq., immediately called a meeting 
of citizens of Washington county and vi- 

•In the lUlInMid Jubilee, Sept. 1»1, tbU reflolatloD 
was placed on one oi tiie banners, with the names of 
the Comnilttee appen<^ed, and It wa^ styled ** An ex- 
tract trtim tbe First Report In relation to a railroad 
from Boston to OfdenslMinrli, dated Feb. t, [SJ 1880.'^ 
—See B4>*ton RaUroad MOee, IWl, page lA 



cinity, which was holden at Montpelier, 
Feb. 17, 1830. Gen. E. P. Walton (se- 
mor) presided, and O. H. Smith. Esq., 
was Secretary. At this meeting the com- 
mittee on topographical and other fects, 
through Gen. Parley Davis, submitted an 
elaborate report, which filled four columns 
of the IVatchman 6r* State Gazette. With 
the aid of knowledge derived from John L. 
Spllivan of Massachusetts, and fohn Mc- 
Duffie of Bradford, as to routes in Massa- 
chusetts and New Hampshire; of other 
engineers as to both routes in New York ; 
and tbe canal surveys and the personal 
knowledge of Davis, Waterman, and Syl- 
vanus Baldwin, as to the routes in Ver- 
mont, — the entire line firom Boston to Og- 
densburg was covered, and an array of fa- 
vorable facts presented, which gave a pow- 
erful impulse to public opinion in all the 
States interested, and gained for its au- 
thors and Montpelier the highest credit. 

Feb. 22, 1830, The Vermont Railroad 
Association was formed at Montpelier, of 
which all the officers were Montpelier men. 
They were : Timothy Hubbard, President ; 
Joseph Howes, Vice President ; Araunah 
Waterman, Joshua Y. Vail, Silas C. French, 
Ira Owen, Timothy Merrill, Directors; 
Daniel Baldwin, Treasurer : L}'man Reed, 
Recording Secretarj- ; E. P. Walton, (Sr.,) 
'Corresponding Secretary. 

The first response to Montpelier was 
made on the nth of March, 1830, by a 
meeting at Keeseville, N. Y., of which 
Elkanah Watson was chairman. The pro- 
ceedings of the Washington and Orange 
County meeting at Montpelier on the pre- 
ceding 17th of Februar)', including thefiill 
report of Gen. Davis, were read. It was 
resolved •* that we cordially concur in the 
sentiments disclosed in the proceedings of 
a meeting held at Montpelier, Vt., on the 
17th ultimo;-' and a committee, of which 
Mr. Watson was chairman, was ** author- 
ized to commence a correspondence wth 
that appointed at the Montpelier meeting, 
and with any other similar bodies," and 
** with our national and state authorities.'^ 
A copy of the proceedings, both of the 
Keeseville and Montpelier meetings, was 
sent to Hon. Isaac Finch, M. C, from 
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New York, who was requested to invite 
the co-operation of the New York delega- 
tion in securing U. S. engineers to make 
surveys. 

March 23, 1830, Ogdensburgh respond- 
ed; Apr. 6, Concord, N. H., and on the 
1 2th of May, Chittenden County entered 
spiritedly into the enterprise by a meeting 
at Burlington. That meeting 

Resolved^ That we consider the public 
much indebted for the patriotic exertions 
of numerous associations of individuals on 
the contemplated route, and particularly 
to the gentlemen of Washington and Orange 
Counties for their elaborate and able report^ 
and offer them our zealous co-operation in 
the laudable endeavor to excite attention 
and diffuse information on the subject. 

The meeting most important in its re- 
sult, however, was held at Malone, N. Y., 
on the 26th of May, 1830, of which a 
former citizen of Montpelier, George B. R. 
Gove, Esq., was an active member. The 
important feature in the proceedings was 
the suggestion of a General Railroad Con- 
vention, to consist of delegates from coun- 
ties on the proposed railway route in New 
York, Vermont and New Hampshire. The 
proceedings of this meeting were published 
in the Boston Patriot^ whose editor ap- 
proved of the proposed General Conven- 
tion, to be held at Montpelier, and in 
which Massachusetts also was to be repre- 
sented, adding: **The Lowell road will 
be the beginning of the work, that before 
many years we hope to see extend to the 
L^kes.^^ That work occupied 21 years. 

July 4, 1830, Elkanah Watson submit- 
ted an elaborate and interesting report ** to 
the gentlemen of the Boston and Ogdens- 
burgh Railroad Committee for the Coun- 
ties of Essex and Clinton, State of New 
York.^^ Three facts from a man of so high 
repute must be recorded here. He first 
alluded to the purpose of the Keeseville 
meeting as being ** to consult on the pro- 
priety of co-operating with our eastern 
brethren, more especially the patriotic town 
of Montpelier^ in the Statt of Vermont, on 
the splendid project of a railroad from 
Boston to Ogdensburgh ;^^ and then settled 
the question of priority, between himself 
and Mr. Sullivan, as to the first suggestion 



of the grand scheme, in these words : ** It 
will be my fortunate lot, in character of an 
old and successful projector, to play the 
second fiddle, in figurative language. Mr. 
Sullivan opened the ball by a correspond- 
ence with me in 1827." And again : *• Let 
me therefore bear testimony at the tribunal 
of this generation and posterity, that the 
credit is exclusively due to John L. Sulli- 
van, Esq., a distinguished civil engineer, 
and son of the late Governor Sullivan, of 
Boston. ^^ The third fact is the statement 
that the circulars issued by the Malone 
Committee, for the General Convention at 
Montpelier, were prepared by Mr. Watson. 
Oct. 6, 1830, the General Convention, 
consisting of delegates from Massachu- 
setts, New Hampshire, Vermont, and New 
York — 48 in all — was held at Montpelier. 
The president was Luther Bradish, of 
Moira, N. Y., afterwards of New York 
city, and president of the State Senate. 
The secretaries were Albe Cady, of Con- 
cord, N. H., and John Johnson, of Bur- 
lington, Vt., Surveyor General of the 
State. It was a body of able and earnest 
men, and interesting addresses were de- 
livered by Elkanah Watson, of Port Kent, 
N. Y., and James Hay ward, (engineer,) 
Henry Williams, (merchant,) and David 
Lee Child, (editor,) of Boston. An im- 
portant communication from John L. Sul- 
livan was read, and the Convention was 
closed by a speech by President Bradish. 
Two of Vermont's most famous railroad 
men 15 years afterward, appeared for the 
first time in that role in this Convention — 
Charles Paine, of Northfield, and Timothy 
Follett, of Burlington ; one the first pres- 
ident of the Vermont Central Railroad Co., 
and the other of the Rutland and Burling- 
ton Co. The main business of the Con- 
vention consisted of six resolutions, rais- 
ing the same number of committees for 
furthering the great project. In forming 
these committees the Convention went 
outside of its own body and enlisted em- 
inent men in each State, such as Daniel 
Webster, Richard Fletcher, Amos Binney, 
and Robert G. Shaw, of Boston; Matthew 
Harvey, Samuel Bell, Wm. A. Kent,Chas. 
G. Atherton and Joseph Bell, of New 
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Hampshire; D. Azro A. Buck, Heman 
Allen, (of Milton and Burlington,) Timothy 
Follett, Dudley Chase, and Samuel Pren- 
tiss, of Vermont; and Richard Keese, 
Luther Bradish, Geo.Parrish,and£lkanah 
Watson, of New York. The scheme was 
an admirable one to enlist men wielding 
a powerful influence in the communities 
where they dwelt; but it was inefficient 
for concentrated action, by reason of the 
impracticability of ever bringing the com- 
mittee-men together, and became illusory 
by depending upon the General Govern- 
ment to commence the work, at least by 
surveys, if not by*aid in the construction 
of the road. The project was worthy of 
being treated as a national one ; but suc- 
cess was not attained until all idea of even 
State aid was abandoned, and the heavy 
burden was cast upon indi\ndual enterprise 
through incorporated companies in the 
several States interested. 

The first charter for the Vermont sec- 
tion of the road was passed Nov. lo, 1835, 
being an act to incorporate The Vermont 
Central RaUraad Co, The commissioners 
for obtaining stock were John N. Pomeroy, 
Timothy Follett, John Peck and Luther 
Loomis, of Burlington; John Spalding, 
Timothy Hubbard and Jonathan P. Miller, 
of Montpelier ; Amplius Blake, of Chelsea, 
Chester Baxter, of Sharon, and Lewis 
Lyman, of Hartford. The first meeting 
of the commissioners was held at Mont- 
pelier, Jan. 6, 1836, and the books for 
subscriptions to the stock were first opened 
at the same place on the next day. This 
attempt feiled, as the originators of it ex- 
pected it would fiiil. The purpose and 
effect was to show to Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire and New York that Vermont 
was ready to co-operate, and would be 
ready when the time should come for 
practical action on their part. 

The second charter of the Vermont 
Central Railroad Company passed Oct. 31, 
1843. ^^^ commissioners were Charles 
Paine, of Northfield, John Peck and Wyllys 
Lyman, of Burlington, Daniel Baldwin 
and Elisha P. Jewett, of Montpelier, An- 
drew Tracy, of Woodstock, and Le\a B. 
Vilas, of Chelsea; who were required to 



open books of subscription within one year 
at Montpelier, Burlington, and such other 
places as they might deem proper. This 
requirement was observed, but not until 
the spring of 1845 was the work of procur- 
ing subscriptions vigorously pressed. Pre- 
liminary to this, a Railroad Convention, 
consisting of delegates from various parts 
of Vermont and New Hampshire, met at 
Montpelier, Jan. 8, 1844. Hon. Charles 
Paine, of Northfield, was president ; Hon. 
Elijah Blaisdell, of Lebanon, N. H. ; Gen. 
Joel Bass,of Williamstown, Simeon Lyman, 
of Hartford, and Hon. Joseph Howes, of 
Montpelier, Vice Presidents; and Hon. 
Oramel H. Smith, of Montpelier, and 
Halsey R. Stevens, Esq., of Lebanon, 
N. H., Secretaries. Hon. Charles Paine, 
of Northfield, and Hon. Daniel Baldwin 
and Col. Elisha P. Jewett, of Montpelier, 
were constituted a Central Corresponding 
and Financial Committee, with authority 
to raise fiinds and procure surveys fi-om 
Connecticut river to Lake Champlain, and 
to examine routes on the west side of the 
mountains. James R. Langdon, Esq., of 
Montpelier, adx'anced ten thousand dol- 
lars for the purpose, and the surveys were 
executed that seasoa, and a favorable re- 
port made Nov. 20, 1844. 

The commissioners appointed by the 
Central charter necessarily awaited the re- 
sults of the surveys before pressing for 
subscriptions to the stock ; but a further 
delay was occasioned by the neglect of the 
directors of the Concord, (N. H.,) road, 
chiefly, to secure the construction of what 
is now the Northern (N. H.) railroad. 
Assurances- had been given by these di- 
rectors, and a meeting of the active pro- 
moters of the Central road with the di- 
rectors of the Concord road had been ap- 
pointed at Lebanon, N. H. Gov. Paine, 
with several Montpelier gentlemen, at- 
tended on the part of the Central, but 
there was no appearance of the Concord 
directors. It happened that a meeting of 
the fiiends of the then projected Sullivan 
(N. H.) road had been fixed for the next 
day at Claremont. In this emergency. 
Gov. Paine requested Col. Elisha P. Jew- 
ett and E. P. Walton, Jr., of Montpelier, 
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to attend the Clarembnt meeting, and to 
pledge the Central road to a connection with 
the Sullivan ^ Cheshire and Fitchburg roads, 
thus forming a railway line through to 
Boston. This was done, and it proved to 
be a masterly stroke, forcing the construc- 
tion of the Northern (N. H.) road, and 
securing ultimately the completion of the 
Cheshire, Sullivan, Vermont Central, Ver- 
mont & Canada, and Northern (N. Y.) 
roads to Ogdensburgh — a realization of 
the grand scheme suggested by Mr. Sul- 
livan in 1826-27, and vigorously urged 
all along the line by the action of Mont- 
pelier in 1830. The Claremont meeting 
was April 30, 1845. Within the next 
fortnight the New Hampshire Railroad 
Commissioners reported in favor of per- 
mitting the construction of the Northern 
(N. H.) railroad from Concord to West 
Lebanon, and the Governor approved the 
report. On the 4th of June the directors 
of the Fitchburgh road voted in favor of a 
connection with the Central, and a circu- 
lar to that effect was issued, signed by of- 
ficers of the Fitchburgh, Vermont & Mas- 
sachusetts, and Cheshire roads; and on 
the loth of June the books of subscription 
to Central stock were opened «in Boston. 
Thus rapid were the movements of all the 
lines concerned, after Gov. Paine's ** flank 
movement " at Claremont — as famous, by 
the way, among railroad men then, as was 
Stannard^s at Gettysburgh in army circles 
afterward. 

The work of obtaining capital in Boston 
for the Central road was undertaken at a 
time apparently very^unfevorable, by reason 
of sharp competition between the Central 
and Rutland Companies in du-ect opposi- 
tion to each other, as well as of the ap- 
peals for stock for the Cheshire, Sullivan, 
Northern, and other roads. The writer 
was an active participant in the struggle, 
and this is a fit occasion to express the 
opinion he has long entertained, that with- 
out a sharp contest and competition, the 
capitalists of Boston could not have been 
aroused and interested— especially those 
who had already invested in the Massa- 
chusetts roads that were to be connected 
with those to be built in Vermont — and 



the work would have been slow ; perhaps 
a work of years. As it was, all of the then 
competing roads quickly obtained the cap- 
ital requisite for organization, and all were 
speedily constructed—too speedily for econ- 
omy. 

The work of obtaining Central stock in 
Vermont was assigned to Hon. Daniel 
Baldwin, of Montpelier, who had able 
assistants, however, in the towns most in- 
terested, from Burlington to Windsor. 
Gov. Paine took the task of raising capital 
in Boston, and as his assistants engaged 
the services of James R. Langdon and E. 
P. Walton, Jr., of Montpelier, — Mr. Lang- 
don as an eminent business man, and Mr. 
Walton to write for the press. As already 
recorded, the books were opened in Bos- 
ton, June 10, 1845 ^ on the 3d of July the 
first meeting of stockholders was called, 
and on the 23d of July the meeting was 
held and the Company legally and formally 
organized at Montpelier with a subscribed 
capital of two millions — the work of a 
month and a half. The amount obtained 
to that date in Boston was $1,500,000; 
and the amount obtained in Vermont was 
$500,000, of which $200,000 was subscribed 
in Montpelier. The whole amount of 
stock and bonds taken by Montpelier was 
near $400,000, and exceeded that sum in 
the opinion of Hon. Daniel Baldwin. 
Montpelier certainly was the leading town 
in the enterprise, and yet, unlike North- 
field, St. Albans, and Burlington, it has 
received -only such advantages from the 
road as were necessarily incidental. It 
has had merely the power to get on to the 
road and use it, through the disadvantages 
of a branch. 

It is due to Gov. Paine and his coadju- 
tors CO say, that fi'om the first, their ob- 
jects were far-reaching and vast. It has 
already been stated that the necessities of 
the Central road led Gov. Paine to the 
adroit movement which forced the com- 
pletion of the Fitchburg and the construc- 
tion of the Cheshire, Sullivan and North- 
em (N. H.) railroads to meet the Central 
on the west bank of Connecticut river. 
But this was only a part of the scheme of 
Gov. Paine and his colaborers. One of the 
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first things done, on opening the Central 
books for subscription in Boston, was the 
construction of a map, prepared and pub- 
lished by the writer of this paper, which 
gave all the great western lakes and the 
bordering territory- in the United States 
and Canada, and a table of the tonnage of 
all the U. S. collection districts on the 
Lakes, copied from the official report of the 
U. S. Secretary of the Treasury. This 
was a revelation of the vast internal com- 
merce of our country, exceeding its for- 
eign commerce. It was at first received 
with surprise and doubt, and it became 
necessary' to confirm the table by placing an 
official printed copy of the Secretary's 
report in the Boston Exchange^ for the in- 
spection of the doubters. This was fol- 
lowed for nearly three months by a series 
of articles in the Boston papers, prepared 
by myself, for the purpose of magnifying 
the Central road as a necessary way for 
Boston to reach not only the local trade of 
Central Vermont, but also the immense 
commerce of the North-western States and 
Canada. This large view always prevailed 
in the Central councils, and it has been 
executed with wonderful success. The 
Central by its lease pushed the Vermont 
and Canada road to Rouse's Point, and 
the Northern N. Y. road to Ogdensburgh 
followed ; then the Vermont and Canada 
was connected with Montreal and the 
Canadian system of railroads, of which it 
may be said that they owe much to the 
Vermont Central and managers- of other 
New England roads. When the line from 
Boston to Ogdensburgh was assured. Gov. 
Paine and Central fiiends visited Sir Allan 
McNab, of Canada, and in 1857 a com- 
mittee of Boston gendemen, among them 
Central men, visited Lord Elgin, and 
made a tour from Hamilton to Quebec — 
the purpose of both being to urge the con- 
struction of railroads in Canada, which 
have since been completed. At a later 
date the Central Vermont managers estab- 
lished a line of steamers from Ogdensburgh 
to the head of Lake Superior, and out of 
that has grown the Northern Pacific rail- 
road, which will speedily span the conti- 
nent. Truly the suggestion of Mr. Sulli- 



van in 1826-27, and the report of the 
three citizens of Montpelier in 1830, have 
been maivellously productive in develop- 
ing the resources of this country' and Can- 
ada, and supplying fineight to the numerous 
steamers of Sir Hugh Allan and of the 
Cunard and other lines of ocean steam- 
ers. As the writer of this paper has lived 
to see these grand results, he cannot but 
regard his labor in Boston in 1845 ^ ^^ 
greatest work of his life. 

Only three of the £iitha:s of the Vermont 
Central Railroad are now living, and these 
are all Montpelier men, to wit : Col. £li- 
sha P. Jewett, commissioner under the 
second and actual charter, James R. Lang- 
don, and E. P. Walton, Jr., until his fath- 
er's death in 1855, and now E. P. Walton. 

Notwithstandmg the disappointment to 
the expectations of the town, the zeal and 
liberality of its citizens for public improve- 
ments have survived. Various railroad 
enterprises have been undertaken and 
charters obtained, but only one has been 
realized. The entire cash fund required 
for the -construction of the Montpelier and 
Wells River railroad was $400,000, and of 
this $250,000 was subscribed, and more 
than $200,000 has been paid by Mont- 
pelier, more than half of the cash capital. 
The road, however, is not managed in the 
intere>t of Montpelier. 

The last feature in railway construction 
is the Narrow Guage Road; and in this, 
as in the projected canals and the Boston 
and Ogdensburgh railroad line, Montpelier 
has been the pioneer town in Vermont. 
The matter was first discussed in Mont- 
pelier newspapers, and the first result was 
a meeting of citizens of Washington, La- 
moille, Caledonia and Orleans Counties, 
at Albany, in March, 1872. In conse- 
quence of measures then set on foot, funds 
were raised, and siu^eys have been made 
from Montpelier to Canada line, embrac- 
ing several routes in various portions of 
the intervening countrj*. Notices for ap- 
plications to the General Assembly for the 
charter of narrow guage railway companies 
from Canada line via Montpelier to Rut- 
land, were the first published, and these 
have been followed by many other notices 
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in various parts of the State. It is the I 
dawning of a new era in internal improve- 
ment, promising, by cheaply-constructed 
roads economically operated, to develop 
the resources of sections otherwise in- 
accessible to railroads, and to contribute 
to the prosperity of the through standard 
gauge roads by a large increase of their 
business. Wh'tever may be the fiiults or 
shortcomings of Montpelier in other re- 
spects, it must be conceded that the enter- 
prise and bounty of its citizens have largely 
benefitted the State— far more largely the 
State than their own personal interests, or 
the interests of their town. 

A few things have been accidentally 
omitted, and many purposely, which will | 
be supplied by others. Of the things 
omitted is a notice of the State Arsenal ' 
buiidingi. During the war of the rebellion 
a necessity arose for hospitals specially 1 
adapted to cases of chronic diarrhcea, A , 
medical commission was appointed by the 
U. S. Government, who made extensive 
explorations, and reported that a point in 
Minnesota, and what Ls now Seminary 
Hill in Montpelier, were the best in the 
country. The latter being most accessi- 
ble, the State, .under the advice of Gov. 
John G. Smith, erected commodious and 
admirably arranged hospital buildings, 
which were used until after the close of 
the war. Then, as compensation to the 
State, the Secretary of War assigned to 
Vermont anns, equipment and am muni- 
don to the value of $600,000. This ne- 
cessitated the erection of arsenal build- 
ings, and these were located near the hos- 
pital. Alargepartofthesemilltarysupplies 
have been sold, and the proceeds put into 
the State treasury. 

Another omission was Prospect Park, 
located two miles east of the State-house, 
and in an admirable position for its scen- 
ery and accommodatiDns for State and 
County Fairs. It is private property, 
owned by J. W. Brock. L. Bart Cross, 
and the estate of the late J . Warren Bailey, 
bnt it ought to become the property of the 
State Agricultural Society, 

This imperfect record of Montpelier has 
far exceeded the design of the writer, and 



yet his purpose has been to be brief in re- 
spect to most matters already made public, 
and more elaborate in things never gath- 
ered in any previous history of the town. 
In the last field, the writer acknowledges 
his indebtedness for material aid to the 
Hon. Daniel Baldwin, the oldest resident 
of Montpelier, who recently died in his90th 
year. e. P. w. 

October 10, i88r. 



MONTPELIER POSTMASTERS. 

A post-office was first established at 

Montpelier. Apr. i, 1798, and the first 
postmaster, Charles Bulkley, [see Judge 
Bulkiey, Berlin, No. i,] to Apr. i, I801 ; 
Timothy Hubbard, to Apr. 1, 1810; Syl- 
vanus Baldwin, to July 1. 1813 ; Joshua Y. 
Vail, to May 15, 1829; Geo. W. Hill, to 
Feb. M, 1837; Ceo. W. Barker, to Dec. 
26, 1840; Edwin S. ■Merrill, to Dec. 29, 
1843; Geo. W. Reed, to May 8, 1849; 
Charles Lyman, to Apr. j8, 1853; Charles 
G. Eastman, to June 14. '858; Timothy 
P. Redfield, to Apr. 2, 1861 ; James G. 
French, to Apr. 15, 1869; John W.Clark, 
to July 1, 1881 ; James S. Peck, present 
incumbent, (Oct. 1881.) 

BECORD. 



The P'reetnoH's Press — A Democratic 
paper, published at Montpelier, was com- 
menced in 1809, not in 1S13 or 1813, as 
stated by Thompson in his history of 
Montpelier. The first issue was Aug. 25, 
1809. A file of the "Freeman's Press" is 
in Mr. Oilman's library. It was printed 
by Derrick Sibley, and subsequently by 
Wright & Sibley, for proprietors, who ap- 
pear to have been the leading Democrats 
of Montpelier and the neighboring towns. 
The "Freeman's Press" was the second 
paper published at the Capital. It is in- 
teresting as giving many quaint views of 
life and times in those early days, the ad- 
vertisements, especially, possessing much 

The paper was devoted mainly to na- 
tional politics, only a small space being 
given to local and State matters. This 
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file be^QH with No. 3, and embraces a i tiona] room has been fitted up in the 
period of about 24 \tzr%. In the wsue of ! Academy, for the accommodation of a 
e-.^ tt •kx. ««# ;«'.!,:-: AL. ♦k^r. ^-. K..* ladies' school. An instructor has been ob- 
Sept. 8. the first m this file, there are biit ^^ ^^^ attainments are in ever^ 

6 lines of editorial, and thoie relate to the aspect adequate to instinct in the several 
State election returns, vhich are published . brandies of readinj^. grammar, seogr^q^hy. 
in part. There are five ad%ertisenienU. ] painting, embroideri^, and die various 
Forbes & Langdon advertise for their *"°^ ^^ ~*^J^*^^ 
customers to pay up, and also that they j Syh-anus Baldwin, a stockholder in the 
had ** just received fi-oro Philadelphia a ! papcr. is a liberal advertiser of houses 
quantity of Scotch snuff of superior qual- ' sum! lands for sale, and to be let, and 
ity." Charles Huntoon— not mentioned ' of patent rights ft>r sale. He is also in- 
by Thompson— general merchant, ♦* offers ; terested in, and agent for, a cotton and 
for sale at his stores in Montpelier and \ woolen mill near ** Raines bridge." Jan. 
Berlin a general assortmentof Englishand i i^io. Thomas Reed continues the chair, 
Indb goods, etc.. etc., which he will sell cabinet and painting business, at his old 
for salts of lye, ashes, butter, cheese, beef stand. July 4, 1810, the Democratic Re- 
cattle, and 2n country produce." George publican citizens of Montpelier, Calais, 
B. R. Gove— also not mentioned by ^ Marshfield and Plainfield, celebrated the 
Thompson— being alioui to leave .Mont- 4th at Capt. Samuel Rich's, North Mont- 
pelier, offers for sale **one House and 1 pelier, and it would appear that the Fed- 
Store, with 5 acres of land within 100 rods erals did not celebrate the 4th of July in 
of the Stote House, pleasantly situated in those da>^. Col. Caleb Curtis, of Calais, 
the centre of basiness, and Is one of the acted as Marshal, and Nahum Kelton, of 
best stands for a merchant in the State." Montpelier, as Assistant. •* The Declara- 
Thls was the store on Main St., adjoining tion of Independence was read, prefaced 
Bethany Church. with Und attached. *'Also by some well-timed remarks by J. Y. Vail, 
an oil mill near Onion river bridge, also a Esq» a truly republican oration was de- 
gin distiller)-, new and complete, and a livered by Timothy .MerriU, Esq.. which did 
small farm in Beriin, and other lands." honor to his head and heart : " A sump- 
Dec. 15, 1809, we learn that Silas Burbank tuous dinner in a grove with regular and 
has purchased the oil mill of Mr. Gove, volunteer toasts followed, Josiah Parks 
and wants flax seed, for which one gallon being Chairman of Committee on toasts, 
of oil. or one dollar in cash. wUl be given which latter expressed the usual Demo- 
per bushel. October 13. 1809, Chester W. cratic sentiments of the time. 
Houghton wants a few thousand bushels' Jan. i. 181 1, ** Found near the Academy 
of potatoes delivered at his distillery, for ; last evening, a good bandanna handker- 
which he will give in exchange i qt. of gin chief, which the owner may have by ap- 
per bushel or 20 cents in English goods. pl>ingto D. Sibley." Jan. 7. 181 1 . ** good 
Josiah Parks, bookseller, publisher, and . stock of hay at $5.50 per ton, and cash, 
justice of the peace, was a persistent ad- ! labor, pork, shingles, or grain, received in 
vertiser, continuing through the entire file \ pa)'ment. 1 live on the West road in 
of papers. So also were Justin and Elias ' Calais, near Col. Curtis'."^ Signed, Wil- 
Lyman, merchants, of Hartford, Vt. In ' liam Thayer. 

the paper of May 2. 181 1, is the marriage ■ Mar. 7. 181 1. Amos Bugbee, who is a 
by Josiah Parks, Esq., of Mr. Ezekiel P. ! macninist, and connected with the cotton 
Walton, printer, and Miss Prussia Persons, and woolen factory- before mentioned, offers 
November 5. 1809. James Peck opens a • for sale Dutch plows. .Mar. 20. Josiah 
martial music school. Dec. 2, i8o9,Chas. Flsk carries on the clothier's business, 
Bulkley. agent for the trustees of Mont- and does blue-dyeing at his shop in Mont- 
pelier Academy, politely says : pelier. 

The gentlemen and ladies of the vicinity | ^>ay 30, 181 1 , tiie Pnfss says, -we notice 
are with pleasure informed that an addi- 1 in the last IVaickman the following : *■ Our 
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glorious federal triumph in New York ; the 
.Qinton interest is no more/ This is not 
the first time the patrons of this paper 
have been egregiously imposed upon in 
this way. DeWitt Clinton is elected by 
over three thousand majority.'" 

Nov. II, 18 II, brings the file near the 
war of 18 1 2, and political feeling began to 
run high. November 7, 181 1, Wright & 
Sibley purchase the entire stock of the 
'* Freeman's Press " establishment, and are 
sole proprietors ; and about this time they 
remove **to the chamber of the White 
Store opposite Major Langdon's," in the 
wooden building adjoining Bethany church, 
now occupied by Fisher & Colton, sad- 
dlery and hardware store. 

Morse's tavern, sometimes called ** Peo- 
ple's Rest," appears to have been the usual 
place for citizen's meetings, etc. 

We learn from Sylvanus Baldwin, post- 
master at that time, that the mail facilities 
of Montpelier at this time were two mails 
per week each, from the South and West ; 
and one mail per week each from the North 
and East. We notice that Washington 
news was from 20 to 30 days old when 
published in Montpelier. 

The Freeman's Press was published till 
about the close of the war with Great 
Britain, 18 15. After the suspension of 
the Press, there was no Democratic paper 
in Montpelier until 

THE VERMONT PATRIOT AND STATE 
GAZETTE, 

established by the Hon. Isaac Hill, of 
Concord, N. H. First No., Jan. 17, 1826, 
page-size 21x30 inches, enlarged to 24x36, 
Apr. 15, 1 841. Mr. Hill placed his brother 
Geo. W. in charge as manager, under the 
firm of Geo. W. Hill & Co., with Horace 
Steele, editor, soon succeeded by Hugh 
Moore, Esq., of Concord, N. H., an ed- 
ucated and accomplished gentleman, who 
held the position several years, Mrs. Geo. 
W. Hill, a lady of culture and talent, ren- 
dering editorial service during the latter 
years of her husband's connection with the 
paper. From Apr. 30, 1827 to 1834, Mr. 
Hill was sole publisher, when, not satis- 



factorily succeeding, he sold to William 
Clark, some time foreman in the office. 

Mr. Hill was postmaster under Gen. 
Jackson's appointment until after Van 
Buren's election, when soon after he re- 
tired to a farm in Lowell, Vt., and re- 
moved to Johnson about 1850, where he 
still resides, (1881,) a hale old gentleman 
of the ** olden time." 

Jeremiah T. Marston, who read law in 
Montpelier, and had just opened an office, 
became editor when Mr. Clark became 
proprietor. Mr. Marston continued editor 
only till Apr. i, 1838. when he with Geo. 
W. Barker bought out Clark for $2,200. 
Mr. Clark removed to New York City, and 
became connected with the large printing 
house of Trow & Co., where he continued 
until the failure of his eyesight quite re- 
cently, when he retired from business, and 
resides, (1879,) in Brooklyn, N. Y. He 
married Fanny, dau. of Isaiah Silver, of 
Montpelier. 

Mr. Barker, P. M. under Van Buren, 
after the ** Hard-Cider-Log-Cabin" cam- 
paign of 1840, retired from newspaper 
business to engage in building railroads, 
and died not long since in Sheboygan, 
Wis. 

The political aspect looked discouraging 
for a Democratic editor, but Marston, 
young and full of hope, determined to per- 
severe — became sole proprietor and editor, 
brought out his paper enlarged at $1,200 
cost, pushed ahead, and made the most 
lively, wide-awake and best looking paper 
in the State, until bought out in 1846 by 
Chas. G. Eastman and Jos. B. Danforth, 
the former, editor; the latter, manager. 
Mr. Marston accumulated during his con- 
nection with the paper $15,000 to ^20,000. 
He removed to Madison, Wis., where he en- 
gaged in commercial and Arming business. 
He married a daughter of Jacob F. Dodge, 
of Montpelier. They have 3 children. 
Mrs. R. W. Hyde, of this village, is a 
sister of Mrs. Marston. Mr. Marston has 
not taken an active part in politics since 
leaving Montpelier, but in the political up- 
heavings since then he has somehow got 
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on the opposite side from where he used 
to be. 

In July, 1 85 1, Eastman bought out 
Danforth, and remained sole editor and 
proprietor until his death, Sept. i860. 
[The biography of Mr. Eastman will be 
given in the history of Barnard, next vol.] 

Mr. Danforth removed to Rock Island, 
111., where he published the Rock Island 
Argus, a Democratic paper, until recently, 
since which a "National Journal" — for 
whom £uther, see history of Barnard, next 
vol. 

Location of the Vermont Pairioi: West- 
erly side of Main street, opposite Bethany 
church ; wood structure, printing-office in 
the second story ; rear part of first story 
occupied as a book-bindery by a Mr. Wat- 
son, who went to South Carolina and died 
there, and the front part for the post- 
office, kept by Mr. Hill. When the South- 
em and Western mails arrived, by stage, 
about the same time, 10 to 1 1 o'clock, A. M., 
the little room would be crowded to ex- 
cess. After the mail was opened. Post- 
master Hill would read out in a loud voice 
the address of every letter received, upon 
the conclusion of which there would be a 
stampede of those for whom there were no 
letters. 

The Patriot was published here until it 
passed into the hands of Marston & Barker, 
when it was removed to State street, in the 
Ballou building, opposite First National 
Bank, where the printing-office was in the 
second story, Mr. Marston having a book- 
store on the first floor, and a large reading- 
room, well supplied with newspapers, in 
the rear, for the benefit of any one who 
chose to use it. It was there the friends 
of the editor and Patriot gathered for 
news and political gossip. It was in this 
room tKe election of James K. Polk was 
first announced in Montpelier by a hurried 
scrawl from Hon. J. McM. Shafter, then 
Whig Secretary of State for Vermont, 
written at Burlington and forwarded by 
the stage-driver to Col. E. P. Jewett, it 
reading as follows: "New York gone! 
all gone! We have got to take Polk, 
Texas and the devil !" and we also got with 
Polk that vast and rich territorj' compris- 



ing not only Texas, but New Mexico, Utah, 
Arizona, Nevada and California, to which, 
latter State, Mr. Shafter removed some 
25 years ago, being now one of its prom- 
inent men. [See Shafter family in histor}- 
of Athens, later in this vol.] 

Eastman and Danforth on their pur- 
chase removed the Patriot office across the 
bridge to a wooden building, then standing 
on land now occupied by the easterly part 
of Union Block, opposite the westerly ten- 
ement of Walton block, where it remained 
during the publication by Eastman and by 
E. M. Brown. [For Col. E. M. Brown, see 
Woodstock in next vol.] 

FBOlf AMKXICAN NKW6PAPKR KKPORTKR. 

THE ARGUS AND PATRIOT 

is the result of a union, early in 1863, of 
the Bellows Falls Argus with the Vermont 
Patriot — the former commenced in 1853, 
by Hiram Atkins, at Bellows Falls. The 
paper under its present title began with 
about 2,000 subscribers ; office-room, 30 by 
42 feet; presses, a small-sized ** Ruggles"* 
for job work, and Newburj' cylinder for 
the paper; working force, three hands 
with the editor. It now employs one of 
each size of the Degener job-presses, i 
Globe half medium, i hand press, 2 first 
class Cottrell & Babcock cylinder presses 
—one the largest press of any kind in the 
State (1881) ; office hands 20— on job-work 
8 or 10 ; in outfit, t>pe, etc., is in the very 
front of the printing establishments of the 
State. The work of the office goes all 
over the State, into each of the New Eng- 
land States, New York, Wisconsin, etc. 
Several thousand dollars \^ue of paper, 
card, ink, etc., kept constantly on hand. 
All has gone on expanding. The large 
three-story building, opposite Bethany 
church , once familiarly known as the Lyman 
store, is now better known as the Argits 
and Patriot building, owned by its own 
editor and proprietor. From the time Mr. 
Atkins assumed control of the Argus and 
Patriot, every week has added new names 
to his subscription till the list is over 
6,000. The Argus and Patriot has occa- 
sionally been published daily during ses- 
sions of the Legislature. 
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THE VOICE OF FREEDOM. 
FROM nON. J08BPII POLAND. 

The publication of The Voice of Free- 
dom' vi^ls commenced January ist, 1839, 
by Emery A. Allen and Joseph Poland as 
publishers, under the firm name of Allen 
& Poland. Hon. Chauncey L. Knapp, 
then holding the office of Secretary of 
State by favor of the Whig party, was em- 
ployed as editor. The publication office 
was in the second story of the Barnes shop 
building, first door East of the Bishop 
hotel. In September of the same year Mr. 
Poland retired from the paper by reason of 
ill health, and its publication was con- 
'- tinued through the year by Mr. E. A. 
Allen. At the beginning of the second 
volume the proprietorship passed to the 
State Anti-slavery Society, Mr. Knapp 
still remaining as editor. After a few 
months, more or less, the paper fell into 
the hands of Mr. Jedediah Holcomb, of 
Brandon, and was removed to that place, 
where it was subsequently discontinued. 
Mr. Knapp has been for many years the 
editor and publisher of the Lowell, (Mass.,) 
Daily Citizen, his son of late years having 
been associated with him in the business. 
Among other important positions he has 
filled are those of Clerk of the Massachu- 
setts House of Representatives and Mem- 
ber of Congress from the Lowell district. 
Mr. Allen is a practicing physician in Ran- 
dolph, Mass., and Mr. Poland is editor 
and proprietor of the Watchman 6r* Jour- 
nal, Montpelier. 

Though an individual enterprise, the 
Voice of Freedom was regarded as the 
organ of the then recently formed Anti- 
slavery Society of the State, of which Row- 
land T. Robinson, of Ferrisburgh, was 
President, and Dr. J. A. Allen, of Mid- 
dlebury, Secretary. As yet the anti- 
slavery sentiment of the State had not 
taken the form of political action, and only 
sought to promote its objects by moral 
and religious methods. But recent events 
had given a new impetus to the movement, 
and the roar of the on-coming tide which 
was destined to sweep American slavery 
out of existence, might already be heard in 
the distance. The celebrated controversy 



in Congress concerning the right of peti- 
tion, with John Quincy Adams as its' elo- 
quent champion, was then at its height. 
The so-called "Atherton gag'' had just 
been adopted by the national House of 
Representatives, whereby ** every petition, 
memorial, re.Holution, proposition or paper, 
touching the abolition of slavery, or the 
buying, selling or transferring of slaves in 
any state, district or territory of the United 
States, '^ was **laid on the table without 
being debated, printed, read or referred," 
and had produced such general indignation 
among all parties that the legislature of the 
State, in the fall of that year, by a nearly 
unanimous vote in both houses, had de- 
manded the repeal of said obnoxious res- 
olution, and instructed our Senatoi s and 
requested our Representatives to labor for 
its repeal. They were also instructed, by 
the same legislature, to ** use their utmost 
efforts to prevent the annexation of Texas 
and to procure the abolition of slavery and 
the slave trade in the District of Columbia 
and the territories, and the slave-trade be- 
tween the several states.'^ Indeed, so far 
had Mr. Knapp, the editor of the •* Voice,"^ 
progressed in the direction of distinct po- 
litical action that, the year following, 
when Harrison and Tyler were the Whig 
standard-bearers, he was waited upon by a 
delegation from the Whig State Com- 
mittee with the intimation that the sup- 
port of their presidential candidates was a 
condition precedent to his re-election to 
the office of Secretary of State. Where- 
upon he distinctly avowed that he would 
support no man for these high positions 
** with the smell of slavery upon his gar- 
ments." The result was that Mr. Knapp 
was superseded the ensuing fell by Hon. 
Alvah Sabin, of Georgia, as Secretary of 
State. 

THE GREEN MOUNTAIN FREEMAN 

was established at Montpelier, as the organ 
of the Liberty party, in January, 1844, by 
Joseph Poland, with Rev. J. C. Aspen wall, 
a Methodist preacher, as editor. Mr. 
Aspenwall retired in the fell of the same 
year, leaving the entire charge of the paper 
in the hands of the proprietor. A few 
moilths subsequently, Rev. C. C. Briggs, 
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a Congregational preacher and anti-slav- 
ery lecturer, became joint editor and pub- 
lisher, the firm being Poland & Briggs. 
In May, 1846, Mr. Briggs retired, and the 
paper was conducted by Mr. Poland until 
Januar}', 1849, with Mr. H. D. Hopkins 
as associate editor during the year 1848. 
The first of January*, 1849, infirm health 
induced the proprietor to sell and transfer 
the paper to the Hon. Jacob Scott, of 
Barre, who had for some vears been a 
leading man in the anti-slavery ranl«, and 
a candidate for LieutemCnt Governor and 
also for Congress. During the year 1849, 
Hon. Daniel P. Thompson became asso- 
ciated with Mr. Scott, and at the begin- 
ning of the succeeding volume he became 
sole proprietor and editor. In 1856 the 
paper was sold to Mr. S. S. Boyce. In 
1 861 the paper was bought by Hon. 
Charles W. Willard, who was its editor 
for twelve years thereafter, and who was 
sole proprietor until 1869, when he sold a 
half interest to Mr. J. W. Wheelock. In 
1873, Mr. Wheelock became sole proprietor 
and editor, and so remained until his death 
in 1 876, when he was succeeded by his son, 
Mr. Herbert R. Wheelock, the present 
proprietor and editor. The office of pub- 
lication was first in the second story of 
the Lyman & King store, (now the Argus 
&* Patriot building,) then in Cross' Bakery, 
in the rear of Babcock & Cutler's drug 
store, then in the second story of the 
Barrows & Peck hardware store, then re- 
moved to the new ** Freeman Building'' 
erected by S. S. Boyce, and subsequently 
to its present quarters. Of the several 
gentlemen connected w^ith the Freeman 
from first to last, it is believed Mr. Aspen- 
wall is dead ; Mr. Boyce was engaged in 
the war of the rebellion, and has since re- 
sided in New York ; Messrs. Scott, Thomp- 
son, Willard and J. W. Wheelock have 
deceased : Mr. Briggs is a successfiil bank- 
er and manu&cturer at Rockford, Illinois ; 
Mr. Hopkins is living in Montpelier, but 
with impaired health, while the founder of 
the paper is now editor and publisher of 
the Watchman fir- Journal, at Montpelier 
— the office in which he learned the print- 
ers trade when a boy. 



As we have said, the Green Moutitain 
Freeman was established as the organ of 
the Liberty party of the State, and for ^\^ 
years, and until the character of the party 
was somewhat ** watered," to use a phrase 
current on change, by the absorption of 
the free-soil element of the Democratic 
party in 1848, it had the proud distinction 
of representing a political party which was 
never surpassed in any country or age for 
the purity of its principles and the uncom- 
promising firmness with which it pursued 
its single purpose. Never had an organ a 
more intelligent and devoted constituency. 
At the date of its transfer to Mr. Scott in 
1848 it had 4,000 subscribers. By the 
union that year with the fi'ee-soil portion of 
the Democratic party in the firee states, 
and joining in the support of Martin Van 
Buren for the Presidency, the character of 
the party became less distinctively religious 
and more political ; but the fundamental 
principle of the original organization was 
never lost sight of until, through the agency 
of the Republican part)' and the consequent 
election of Abraham Lincoln, the doctrine 
of our boasted Declaration of Indepen- 
dence was transformed from a cruel lie to 
a living truth. And the founder of the 
Freeman looks back upon his ^\t, years' 
labors in this connection as the crowning 
glory of his life. 

Botanic Advocate, — A monthly, com- 
menced about 1837, and continued about 
2 years. By Drs. Wright and F. A. Mc- 
Dowell. 

Green Afouniain Emporium, and Liter- 
erary. Moral and Religious Record. — By 
J. Milton Steams, 8 vo. monthly, 16 pages 
each; commenced November, 1838, con- 
tinued only a short time, and moved to 
Middlebur}'. 

Vermont Fa$nily Visitor — Commenced 
in 1845, and issued about a year only. 

Vermont Temperance Star — Eight page 
quarto, monthly. Address, Geo. B. Man- 
ser. Vol. I, No. 6, is August, 1839, 
Montpelier, Vt. 

The Watchword — A temperance paper. 
Editorial committee : Rev. J. C. W. Coxe. 
Rev. J. E. Wright, H. D. Hopkins, H. A. 
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Huse. Feb. 14, 1874. Only a few num- 
bers issued. 

Vermont Temperance Banner — Started 
in the bX\ of 1879, under the auspices of 
W. F. Scott and J. P. Eddy. One num- 
ber published and then suspended for want 
of patronage. 

The Vermonter — Fred. H. Kimball; ed- 
itor and publisher, July, 1879. 4 PP* 
**The representative amateur paper of 
Vermont'' published at present. 

The Era^ by Edward Clark, and the 
Echo^ by Chas. F. Bumham, were started 
about 1875, while both editors were serving 
their apprenticeship in the Argus office. 
Of both papers, only one or two numbers 
were issued. 

Young American^ 1874 — Wm. M. Ken- 
dall, Jr. , printer and publisher. An 8 page 
paper, printed at Montpelier, while its ed- 
itor was attending school; and after his 
education was completed, removed to its 
former place of publication, Lebanon, N. 
H., Mr. Kendall becoming the editor and 
publisher of the Dollar Weekly at that place. 

Postage Stamp Reporter ^ 1877 — C. F. 
Buswell, publisher. 8 pp. 7x5^. Issued 
monthly, devoted to stamp collecting, and 
discontinued on increase of postage regu- 
lation, with its Sept. No., 1877. 

Green Monntain Boys, 1877 — Tuttle & 
Dewey, publishers. 8 pp. 6 x 8, and is- 
sued monthly. 

IVinooski Impetus — Metropolis of Ver- 
mont, April 15, 1835, to March, 1836. 4 to. 
Published monthly by a society of young 
men. 

The MontpeUerian — Vol. 5, No. i. Sem- 
inary Hill, Montpelier, Vt., Jan. 20, 1877. 
Published by the Literary Society of the 
Vermont Methodist Seminary. 4 to, p. 8, 
[4] Continued monthly. 

{Editors and publishers now residing at 
Montpelier — E. P. Walton, retired; Jo- 
seph Poland, present proprietor of the 
Watchman; J. M. Poland, retired ; Hu^am 
Atkins, proprietor of the Argus, to whom 
we are indebted for the fine views of Beth- 
any and Christ Church in No. 3 of the 
Gazetteer; H. R. Wheelock and H. A. 
Huse of the Freeman, '\ 



BIBLICXiRAPHV OF MONTPELIER. 
BT M. D. OILMAN, 

Librarian of tbe Vermont Hlatorlcal Society. 

Montpelier has been prominent in the 
printing of books from an early period of 
its history ; the number of book imprints 
issued from the press of this town, as 
shown in my bibliography of Vermont, a 
work in course of preparation, exceeds 800, 
including of course official publications for 
the State, which are probably more than 
half of the number. 

The earliest Montpelier imprint I have 
met is a work compiled by Clark Brown 
with the title : "The Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, the Constitution of the United 
States, and of Vermont, also Washington's 
Farewell Address,'' etc. Printed by Ben- • 
jamin H. Wheeler, for Brown & Parks, 
1807. 16° p. 76. 

Mr. Brown started the first newspaper 
in town, the ** Vermont Precursor," which 
he published weekly, Nov. 1806 to Sept. 
1807, when he sold out to Samuel Goss, 
who was at that time publishing ^ paper at 
Peacham. 

Mr. Goss re-christened the ''Precursor" 
as the ** Watchman," numbering consec- 
utively from the commencement of the 
former. In 1808, Mr. Brown delivered a 
Masonic Sermon at Danville: **The Mor- 
al and Benevolent Design of Christianity 
and Freemasonry," etc. Danville : Eben- 
ezer Eaton. 

The following partial list of books and 
pamphlets relating in any way to Montpe- 
lier is of interest, as showing the class of 
literature circulated among the people, es- 
pecially in the earlier history of the State ; 
the list is compiled wholly from my bibliog- 
raphy of Vt. 

The publications of the numerous insti- 
tutions and organizations in the State, 
such as religious, educational, masonic, 
temperance, odd fellows, agricultural, med- 
ical, benevolent, military, railroads, insur- 
ance and others, for full lists of which see 
Walton's Registers, are omitted here as 
well also as all official State publications, 
and town reports, although Montpelier 
printers have had their full share of the 
printing of the above works. All the pub- 
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licatious Jiamed wtrt printed in Montpelier 

unless otherwise noted. 

Adams. Daxiel. English Grammar. 

Published by L. Q. C. Bowles, 1814. 
— Another «ditioa. same ptiblisher, 1817. 

The Scholar's Arithmetic. Wright & 

Sibley, printets, 1812. 
Adams, F. W. " TheolMical Criticisms." 

Publbhed by J. E. Thompson, 1843. 

p. 2l6. 
Mr. AiUb* w» u CBtmt phTUdu In MoaWeHtt 
lOr BUT rev*, wban be «Mbi Dec UH. Med Tl . 

Aiken, Solomon. "An Appeal to the; 
Churches," etc., p. 120, printed by E. P. ' 
Walton. 182 j 

Allis, Rev. O. D. Funeral Sermon on 1 
the death of Chas. M. Griswold, tS6z. | 
Printed at the Freeman oDice. 1 

AtlSTlN.Rev. Samuel. Election Sermon, j 
1816. Printed by W . ■ ..■■■- 

Baldwin, DANtEL. . .! 

held in the Church of the .Messiah, at 
.Mon;; ■ 1881. Printed, for 



pnvAlu- , ■.--: ■■ ,-,, 

8= p. 16. [liy kev. J J-.cl«. Wright.] 
BMtteMkofMr. Bildniu.^iui. 

Ballou, Eli, Review of Bev. A. Ro^ce's 
Sermon against Univt-rsalism , Pnnted 
Lv, F. A. MuDoKell, Universalist Watch- 
man office, 1838. 

Barbeb, E. D. Democratic Oration at 

■ Montpelier, [839, Patriot office print. 

liAKKiL. Reply of the people of Barre to 
the attack of'kev A. Royce, 1845. Po- 
land & ilriggs, printers, p. 51. 

Baylies, Nicholas. A Digested Index 
to Law Rep<ms in England and the 
United States. Printed by Walton & 
Goss, 1814. 3 vob. 8° p. ill-, S45 ; vii. 
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n the Human Mind. £. P. 

Wal Ion, primer iS;o. 16'^^ p. 216. 

— A second edition. Same imprint, 1829. 

Ba\-XE, Thomas. Funcr.il Serm.m on the 
death of Hon. Ira H. Allen, 1866. Wal- 
ton, printer. 

BE.ST, Rev. J. A. Thank-vgiving Sermonat 
Slovve, J8;4. £. P. Waflon. Jr., printer. 

IlluLE, 1 am nforined that an edition of 
the New Testament was printed by the 
lale Ezekiel V Walton, at Montpelier 
in the early part of the present century 
but I have never seen a copy. Sonie 
ihiny editions of the Bible and parts 
thereof have been printed in \'emionl, 
mainly at Brattleboro, Windsor and 



mainly at B: 
Woodstoct. 



BoARDMAN, Rev. E. j. Immediate Abo- . 
liiion Vindicated. An address at Ran- ' 
dolph, 1838. Walton & Son, printers. I 



BovLE, Capt. R. Voyages and Adven- 
tures. Printed by Wright & Sibley. 
12° p. 2fe. 

BuGHAK, G. N. Poems,t87o. la^p-iS?. 

— Second edition of same, 1874, p. 219. 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Buchanan. Rev. C. The Works of. 
Walton & Goss, printers, 1813. 12° 
P-369- 

Bl'NVAN, Rev. J. The Heavenly Foot- 
man, 181 1. Walton & Goss, printers. 

Bliss, Rev. J. I. Funeral Sermon on 
Capt. L. H. Bostwidt at Jericho. 1863. 
E. P. Walton, printer. 

Burton-, Rev. Asa. False Teachers De- 
scribed, a sermon at Thetlord. t8lo. 
Montpelier: Printed bv Samuel Goss. 
r . - .Mrs. Jotam..Ulen. 

at Thetford, 1811. Wright & Sibley, 

—Funeral Sermon on OramelHincktey.at 

Thetford. 1812. Wrij^t & Sibley, 
Burton, Rev. H. N. "Go Forward." 

A Missionary Sermon at St. Johnsbury. 

1868. Freeman print. 
Butler. J . D. See Article, Vi. Hist. So- 

dety. 
C.\RiHMtK, Hon. HemA-V. Family Re- 

I'ni'.'ii. 1S71. Polands' print. 
Chalmeu^, Ri:v. Thomas. Discourses 

on Revelation. 2 vols, in one, p. 175 

and 194, 12°. E. P. Walwn. printer, 

1819. 
Chandler. Re«. A. Sermon at Wails- 

neld i»::fj. E. P. Walton, printer. 
Cha.\-vix(;, Rev. W. E. Election Sermon 

inl;ost,in, 1830. Reprinted by Geo. W. 

Hiil. Montpelier. 
Chbistias Pilgrim, 18° p. 143- E. P. 

Walton, printer. Comical illustrations. 
C^ mi:. Knl's, An Eipo-ition of Dr. Cobb's 

art ol' discovering the faculties of the 

Humnn Mind. etc. .Montpelier, 1846. 

12° p- 3'- 
CoBURN, A. The Scholar's Teacher of 

(icography. Montpelier, 1838. p. 13. 
Dascomb. Rev A. B. Memorial Record 

of Waitsfield. 1867, Freeman Print. 
— Sermon Ofi liie death of Pres. Uncoln, 

1865. Walton's Print. 
Da\is,Henrv. Ejection Sermon at Mont- 
pelier, Oct. 12, 1815. Walton & Goss. 

Davis, Miss Marv E, [A native of Plain- 
field.] Poems. Argus & Patriot print. 
1877. 12'' p, 349. 

Dav, N'ORhis. A Lecture on Bible Poli- 
tics. Montpelier, 1846. 
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Dean, James. Gazetteer of Vermont. 
Printed by Samuei Gos.s. 1808. 8° p. 44. 

Ttlta wu tlH Bnt guettser oribv BUM. 

Dewey, C. C. Woman Suffrage. Journal 

Press, Montpelier, i86g. 
Dolphin, James. Travels of, among the 

Indians, etc. Wright &. Sibley, print- 

ere, 1812. 18" p. 71. 
Dow, Peggv, [Wife of the famous Lo- 
renzo Dow.] Poetry. Printed by E. P. 

& G. S. WJton. 1818. 24° p. 160. 
Earle, Jabez. The Christian'.^ Looking- 

Glas.s. Walton &Goss,i8i7. 18" p. 70. 
Eastman, C. G. Sermons, etc., by Rev. 

J. Hurchard. Burlington, 1 836. 12° p. 

119. 
— Poems. Montpelier; Eastman & Dan- 

forlh, printers, 1848. 12° p. 208. 
—Second Edition enlarged, T. C Phin- 

ney, publisher, 1880. la^p-xxi and 233, 

with steel portrait and a sketch of the 

author. 

lng«OlllIBfi.-BDj 

Elliot, Rev. L. H. Sermon on the 
death of Rev. Dr. Silas McKeen, Brad- 
ford. 1877. Polands" print. 

Emerson, Mrs. Lucy. New England 
Cookery, etc. Montpelier : Printed for 
Josiah Parks, i8o8. 18° p. 84. 

IbBSlteroffholmKl^itmumJHm^l.hH.Hw'" 

Foster, HoseaD,, of Berlin, Vt. Poems. 
Montpelier, Vt. : Printed by Ballou, 
Lorctand & Co., i860. 18" p. 72. 

Franklin, Benjamin. The Wav to 
Wealth. Walton &. Goss, printers, 
1810. 18= p. 31. 

— Life of Dr. Franklin. Samuel Goss, 
printer, Montpelier, 1809. 13° p. 202. 

Fkenvear, Rev. C. P. Funeral Sermon 
on the death of Wm. H. Carr. in Ja- 
maica. Argus and Patriot print, 1870. 

Frothincham, Rev. F. Dedication Ser- 
mon, Churcli of Messiah, Montpelier. 
1866. Ballon, printer. 

Fuller, Rev. Andrew. Baptism, Print- 
ed by Samuel Goss, 1807. p. i;. 

rtrh>|B UieBrttlmpplnlhT Mr. Boh lii MotilpellPr. 
mt he parehuM the ''Pn«Dnar'ln8epIciuber. IMIT. 

SM ■>■(•. BbQWH. CLARK. 

—Another edition, 1814. Printed by Wright 

& Sibley, p. 16. 
Gallup. Dr. J. A. Address before ihe 

Vermont Medical Society at Montpelier, 

Oct. 10, 1822. E. P. Walton, printer. 

8° p. 26. 
Gestrin, Prof. C.E. H. Vacation Labors, 

1879. Argus and Patriot print, p. 51. 



Greene, Rev. R. A. FunerdI Sermon on 
the death of Mrs. James Nichols, of 
Northfield, March 6, 1876. Argus and 
Patriot print. 8° p. 12. 

Green Mountain Emporium, and Litera- 
ry, Moral and Religious Record. By J. 
Mihon Stearns. Vo]. 1, No. 3. Mont- 
pelier, June, 1839. Monthly. Allen & 
Poland, printers. Rl 8° p. 15. 

Gregory, Rev. John. Review of Bishop 
Hopkins, against Universalism. Mont- 
pelier; Wm. Clark, 1835. S-p. 12. 

— History of Northfield. Argus and Pat- 
riot print, 1878. S" p. 319. 

— An Expose of Spiritualism. Polands' 
print, 1872. 8" p. 104. 

Gridley, Rev. John. History of Mont- 
pelier, in a Discourse in the Brick 
Church, Montpelier, Thanksgiving Day, 
Dec, 8, 1843. E. P. Walton & Sons, 
printers. 8° p. 48. 

— TheVoungMan Beguiled of his Strength. 
A Sermon at Montpelier, March 39, 
1846. Eastman & Danforth, printers. 
12° P- 2'- 

MaDlpeMi'r.''fMNW.'^ipn he nioied M KeDuiba, WlaL 
There be illRl Dec. ■tr. Iflt, iged K yean. 

Haddock, Prof. C. B. An Address be- 
fore the Railroad Convention at Mont- 
pelier, January 8, 1844. E. P. Walton 
& Sons, printers. 8° p. 24. 

Hall, S. R. The Child's Assistant'to 
Geography. Third edition, 1831. Mont- 
pelier: Pub!i.shed by J. S. Walton. 
12° p. 75- 

— '-rUtd rtltloo, rtvlI^hT Bm. P.W. Whltd^wu 

..k_. .. u._.^i.„ iH ftM.b, c. W Wlllard. nd 

' Wijwgsb II nio.,rre«Dma 

In ISM, ume Imprlnc, end (ha 
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Harrison, Wm. H. Biographical Sketch 

of. Watchman Office, Montpelier, 1836. 
1 2= p. 30. 

Harvard College. Fourth Report of 
Class of 1861, J. Edward Wright, Class 
Secretary. Freeman print, 1878. 8° 
p. 30. 

Hervev, James. Meditations, etc. .Sam- 
uel Go.ss, printer, 1810. 12° p. 144. 

HiNCKS. Rev. J. H. " The Mission of a 
Child's Life." A sermon preached in 
Bethany Church. Montpelier, March 20, 
i88i. Printed for private distribution. 
Joseph Poland, printer. 8° p. 28. 

Preached on ocoulDn or Uie dulbi ot Hury, iged 1 
yeiirt, daoiihlnr of Jai. W. 8ro<:k.Eni„ and Clm, ued 
Is yuri, <lu«liter ol J. Haoroe Polind, Km. ^^ 

Holmes, James H. A Manual on Win- 
dow Gardening. Montpelier, 1877. 
12° p. 184. 
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Hooker, Mev. E. W. Address on Sacred 
Mxisic, at Castleton, 1843. E. P. Wal- 
ton & Sons', printers. 8^ p. 16. 

Hopkins, Rev. Samuel. The Evils of 
Gambling. A Sermon at Montpelier, 
April 19, 1835. E. P. Walton & Son, 
printers. 8*^ p. 22. 

House, Rev. A. H. Conversation. A 
Sermon at Island Pond, Feb. 14, 1858. 
Printed by Ballon, Loveland & Co. 8^ 
p. 16. 

Hutchinson, Titus. Jurisdiction of 
Courts. Freeman print, 1855. 8^ p. 15. 

Johnson, John. A Mathematical Ques- 
tion, propounded by the Vicegerent of 
the World. Answered by the King of 
Glory. Montpelier: PubUshed by John 
Crosby, 1813. 18° p. 143. 

Johnson, Oliver. Address before the 
Vermont Anti-Slavery Society, at Mid- 
dlebury, Feb. 18, 1835. Knapp & Jew- 
ett, printers. 8** p. 32. 

Jones, Charles E. Life and Confessions 
of. Printed by Ballou, Loveland & Co., 
i860. 12^ p. 168. 

Jones, Henry. The seven Churches in 
Asia, the Millenial thousand years, etc. 
Knapp & Jewett, printers, 1834. 12^ 
p. 70. 

Kelton, C. G. The New England Col- 
lection of Hymns and Spiritual Songs. 
PublUhed by Geo. W. Hill, 1829. 24° 
p. 168. 

Lamb, Larned. The MUitia's Guide, etc. 
Printed by Samuel Goss, 1807. 18° 
p. 108. 

LiNSLEY, D. C. Report of his survey of 
a road from the foot to the summit of 
Mount Mansfield, Oct., 1865. Mont- 
pelier. 8^ p. 7. 

Lord, Rev. Wm. H. A Sermon on occa- 
sion of the death of Hon. John McLean. 
Preached in Cabot, Vt., Feb. 7, 1855. 

— Remembrance of the Riehteous. A 
Sermon on occasion of the death of Gen. 
Ezekiel P. Walton. Preached at Mont- 
pelier, Nov. 29, 1855. 

— The Present and the Future. A Sermon 
on occasion of the death of Mrs. Lucre- 
tia Prentiss, wife of Hon. Samuel Pren- 
tiss. Preached at Montpelier, June 17, 
1855. 

— A Tract for the Times. National Hos- 
pitality. 1855. p. 48. 

— Life, Death, Immortality. A Sermon 
on the death of Samuel Prentiss, LL. D. 
Preached in the Congregational Church, 
in Montpelier, January 18, 1857. 

— A City which hath Foundations. A Ser- 
mon preached on occasion of the Fiftieth 



Anniversary of dthe Organization of the 
First Congregational Church in Mont- 
pelier, July 25, 1858. 

— A Sermon on occasion of the death of 
Hon. Ferrand F. Merrill- Preached in 
the Congregational Church, Montpelier, 
May 8, 1859. 

— A Sermon on the Causes and Remedy 
of the National Troubles. Preached at 
Montpelier, April 4, 1861. 

— A Sermon on occasion of the death of 
Rev. James Hobart. Preached in the 
Congregational Church, Beiiin, Vt., 
July 18, 1862. 

— In Memoriam. Address at the funeral 
of Mrs. James T. Thurston, Montpelier, 
April 3, 1865. 

— The Uses of the Material Temple. A 
Sermon preached at the Dedication of 
Bethany Church, Montpelier, Oct. 15, 
1868. 

— Address and Services at the funeral of 
Dea. Constant W. Storrs, Montpelier, 
March 26, 1872. 

— Woman's Mission for Christ. A Ser- 
mon preached at the funeral of Mrs. 
James R. Langdon, at Montpelier, Aug. 

All of tbe alwTe were printed at tbe olllee of the 
Yemioiit Watchman and State Jonmal. 

— Sketch of the Life of Hon. Samuel 
Prentiss, published in the United States 
Law Magazine. 

— Also, two or more articles in the Prince- 
ton Review. 

Lyman, Elijah. Sermon before the Leg- 
islature at Montpelier, Oct. 13, 18 14, by 
Elijah Lyman, A.M., Pastor of the Con- 
gregational Church in Brookfield. Mont- 
pelier : Walton & Goss. 

Mansfield, Mrs. Lucy (Langdon.^ Me- 
morial of Charies Finny Mansfiela, com- 
prising extracts from his diaries, letters, 
and other papers. New York: Baker 
& Godwin, printers. 1866. 8° p. 
265 (2.) 

Mrt. Mantfleld, daogtater oi James R. Langdon, of 
Montpelier. was bom In Berlin In 1841. and married 
tbe sobjeet of this memorial In 1881. He died In 1865. 
Mrs. Mansfield has sinee married again, and resides In 
New Yorlu 

Marsh, Rev. Samuel. Message from 
God, etc. Montpelier, 1844. 8° p. 16. 

— The Age of Prophecy. Press of East- 
man & Danforth, 1848. 16° p. 16. 

— National Prosperity. Montpelier, 1849. 
16° p. 16. 

— ^The Modern Colporteur Revival System. 
Press of Elastman & Danforth, 1849. 
16° p. 142. 

— Hard Questions Answered. Eastman 
& Danforth, 1849. P- 7^- 
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— Universalism. Press of Eli Ballou, 1850. 
16° p. 28. 

— Reply to Ballou. Montpelier, 1850. 
i6<^ p. 32. 

— Uncle Nathan. Ballou & Loveland, 
1854. 16^ p. 218. 

Marshall, E. F. New Spelling Book. 
Published by E. P. Walton & Son, 1838. 
12° p. 144. 

Mason, John. Treatise on Self Knowl- 
edge. Wright & Sibley, printers, 18 13. 
24^ p. 194. 

—The same. Published by E. P. Walton, 
. 1819. 18** p. 177. 

McKeen, Rev. Silas. Civil Goverment a 
a Divine Institution. A Sermon before 
the Legislature, Oct. 9, 1857. E. P. 
Walton, printer. 8° p. 34. 

—A History of Bradford, J. D. Clark & 
Son, publishers, 1875. 8° p. 462. 

Miller, Col. Jonathan P. The Condi- 
tion of Greece in 1827-28, New York: 
J. & J. Harper, 1828. 8° p. 300. 

— Letters from Greece. [By Col. Miller 
and others.] Boston, 1825. 8° p. 20. 

rSee D. P. Thomp80K*8 History of Montpeller for 
a sketch of Col. Miller, also vol. II of tbls Gazetteer- 
History of Randolph.] 

The Minister preaching his own Funeral 
Sermon. Wright & Sibley, 18 12. 24° 
p. 96. 

Miscellaneous. Memoirs of that truiy 
eccentric character, the late Timothy 
Dexter, together with his last will and 
testament. Montpelier, 1808. Sabin^s 
Bibliography. 

— Records of the Montpelier Lyceum, 
1829-1836. Manuscript, p. 353. 
[Belongs to Uic Yt. Hist. Society.l 

— Catalogue of books of the Montpelier 
Agricultural Society, n. p. n. d. 

— Winooski Impetus. Metropolis of Ver- 
mont, April 15, 1835 to March 1836. 
4® Montnly, by a society of young men. 

— Services at the Dedication of Green 
Mount Cemetery, Sept. 15, 1855. E. 
P. Walton, Jr., printer, 8^ p. 40. 

—'A Child's Book. Illustrated. E. P. 
Walton, printer. 32° p. 8. n. d. 

— Reports of Town Officers in printed 
form, annually, since 1843. 

. — Act of Incorporation, By-Laws etc., of 
the Village of Montpelier, 1848. 8^ p. 
12. Editions of the same, 1855, 1864 
and 1875. 

— Village Reports, annually. 

— Catalogue of the Sabbath School Libraiy 
of the First Cong1 Church, 1861 . Wal- 
ton's print. 12° p. 18. 



— In Memofiam of Rt. Rev. John Henry 
Hopkins, in Christ Church, Montpelier, 
1868. Argus and Patriot print. 8° p. 
16. 

— Illustrated Capital Advertiser, 1872. 
Argus and Patriot print. 8° p. 8. 

— Reports of the Committee on Water 
Supply for the Village of Montpelier, 
1873. Poland's print. 8° p. 20. 

— Illustrated Circular of Lane Manufactur- 
ing Company, Montpelier, 1875.' Argus 
and Patriot print. 12° p. 152. 

— Exhibition of the New Organ in Trinity 
Church, Nov. 5, 1875. 

— Webb's Montpelier Directory, 1875-6-7. 
8° p. 50. 

— Pocket Directory of the Village of Mont- 
pelier for 1877. Poland's Press. 18^ 
p. 90. 

— Montpelier Illustrated; with a brief 
sketch by E. P. Walton. In N. Y. 
Daily Graphic, Nov. 8, 1877. 

— Montpelier Monufacturing Company's 
2oth annual catalogue, 1877. 8° p. 32. 

— Montpelierian, vol. 5, No. i, Jan. 20. 
1877. 4° p. 8 and (4.) Continued 
monthly by the Lit'erary Societies of 
Methodist Seminary. 

Moore, Z. S. Sermon Oct. 6, 1813, at 
the Ordination of Rev. Jacob Allen at 
Tunbridge. Walton & Goss, printers. 

Morton, Rev. D. O. Wine is a Mocker: 
Sermon at Montpelier Oct. 16, 1828, at 
the formation of the Vermont Temper- 
ance Society. Printed by E. P. Walton. 
8° p 16. 

Murray, Lindley. The English Reader, 



1823. E. P. Walton printer. 
262. 



12' 



New England Economical House-Keeper, 
and family Receipt Book. E. P. Wal- 
ton & Sons, 1845. 

Nutting, Rufus. Grammar. Third edi- 
tion. E. P. Walton, printer, 1826. 12° 
p. 136. 

— Fourth and fifth edition, same imprint, 
p. 144. 

— Nutting's New Grammar. E. P. Wal- 
ton & Sons, 1840. p. 184. 

Palmer, E. F. The Second Brigade ; or. 
Camp Life. E. P. Walton, printer, 1864. 

Palmer, Rev. J. E. A Collection of 
Essays, etc. E. P. Walton & Son, 
1836. 12° p. 306. 

Parker, Rev. Daniel. A Sermon, Church 
Privileges, etc., at Brookfield, March 9, 
1847. E- ^' Walton & Sons. p. 19: 

Peacham. Addresses at the opening of 
the Congregational Church at Peacham, 
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Sept. 28, 1871. PoIancW print. 8° 
p. 66. 

— Catalogue of the Library of the Juvenile 
Society at Peacham. Polands^ print, 
1881. 80p. 24. 

Peake, Rebecca. Trial of, for murder, 
at Orange County Court, Dec. 1835. 
E. P. Walton & Son, printers. 12^ p. 
88. 

Peck, Luciys B. Speech in Congress, on 
Slavery in the Territories, ' April 23, 
1850. p. 8. 

— Proceedings of the Washington County 
Bar on the death of Hon. Lucius B. 
Peck, at March Term, 1867. Freeman 
print. 8° p. 20. 

Perrin, Rev . Truman. Dietetics — Sound 
Health, etc. Freeman print, 1861. 8° 
p. 19. See Histor)' of Berlin, ante, p 63. 

Perrin, Rev. William. The Accident ; 
or Henrv and Julia; and other poems. 
Walton & Goss, printers, 1815. 12*' p. 
64. See Hist, of Berlin, p. 62. 

Peter the Great. Life and Reign of. 
Wright & Sibley, printers, 1811. 12** 
p. 316. 

Phinney, T. C.' The Literary News. 
Monthly, May, 1878. 8<>p.8. For Sept. 
1881. p. 32* Continued. 

Postage Stamp Reporter. C. F. Bus- 
well, editor. Monthly, vol. i. No. i. 
Montpelier, January, 1877. 8^ p. 8. 

Powars, Grant. Oration at Thetford, 
July 4, 1812. Wright & Sibley, print- 
ers. 8^ p. 16. 

Prentiss, Hon. Samuel. Oration at 
Plainfield, July 4, 1 8 1 2 . Walton & Goss, 
printers. 8^ p. 39. 

— Remarks in the U. S. Senate on Slaver\' 
in the District of Columbia, March i, 
1836. Washington: p. 14. 

— Speech in the Senate, January 16, 1838, 
on the Vermont Resolutions oq the ad- 
mission of Texas, and the slave trade. 
Washington : 8° p. 10. 

— Speeches in the Senate, March 2d and 
30th and April 6th, 1838, on Dueling. 
Washington : 8° p. 19. 

— Speech in the Senate, June 23, 1840, on 
the Bankrupt Bill. Washington : p. 20. 

— Proceedings in the District Court, Oct. 
Session, 1857, on the Death of Judge 
Prentiss. Windsor : 8° p. 16. 

Proceedings and Address of a Jackson 
Convention at Montpelier, June 27, 1828. 
Geo. W. Hill, printer. 8° p. 24. 

Proceedings of the Montpelier, [Vt., Con- 
gregational] Association in Sept., in 
reply to annexed Statements of Henry 
Jones, against Freemasonry. Danville, 



1830. 12° p. 22. See Jones, Henry, 
ante. 

Progressive Reader. Printed by Geo. 
W. Hill, 1833. 18^ p. 216. 

Rand, Festus G. Autobiography of; A 
Tale of Intemperance. J. & J. M. Po- 
land. 8^ p. 16. 

Randall, Rev. £. H. Address on the 
death of President Lincoln, at Randolph, 
April 19, 1865. Walton's print. 8° 
p. 12. 

Rawson, Rev. Nathaniel. Discourse at 
Hardwick, on the Sabbath succeeding 
his Ordination, Feb. 17, 181 1. Printed 
by Walton & Goss. [See biography of, 
in Orleans Co. papers and items, vol. 11, 
this Gazetteer.] 

Redfield, Hon. Isaac F. Charge to the 
Grand Jury in Washington County, No- 
vember Term, 1842. Burlington: 8° 
p. 16. 

8e6 Gilmmii*8 Blbltocnpby for a bloc, sketch of 
Jodfe Redfleld, aad a ifit of hit law pabUcatknw, etc. 

Redfield, T. P. Report on the claim of 
the Iroquois Indians upon the State of 
Vermont. 1854. 8° p. 40. 

Reed, George B. Sketch of the Early 
History of Banking in Vermont, Read 
before the Vt. Hist. Soc. at Montpelier, 
Oct. 14, 1862. 8° p. 28. 

— Sketch of the Life of Hon. John Reed, 
of Boston. Boston, 1879. 8^ p. 22. 

Mr. Beed Is a natlTC of Montpelier; bom Jn\j 28, 
IfiS; son of tbe lale Thomas Reed, Esq^ an early and 



>nilnent dtiaen of tbe town. Mr. Geo. B. Beed bas 
ijr yei 
Boston. He U well rersed in tbe blstory of Vermont, 



pron 
been 



for many rears a law bookseller and publl«lic>r In 



and bas been a liberal donor to tbe Vt. Hist. Soc. 

Religious Courtship, [By £>aniel De 
Foe.] Printed by Derrick Sibley, for 
Josiah Parks, 1810. 12° p. 348. 

Rollins, E. E. Memorial Record of 
Greensboro Soldiers, 1861-5. Free- 
man print, 1868. 12° p. 77, [Sec 
Greensboro in vol. n, this Gazetteer.] 

Sanders, D. C. A History of the Indian 
Wars. Wright & Sibley, printers. 12° 
p. 319. 1812. 

A Terr searee work. Mr. Sanders was tbe first Pres- 
ident Of the University of Vermont. [See biographr 
of. In History of Burltnicton In roL I, this Qaaetteer.j 

Savage, R. A. Memorial Record of the 
Soldiers of Stowe, 186 1-5. Freeman 
Print, 1867. 12^ p. 104. [See Stowe 
in vol. II, this Gazetteer.] 

Scott, Walter. The Lady of the Lake. 
A Poem. Wright & Sibley, printers, 
1813. 18° p. 320. 

Scott, William. Lessons in Elocution, 
etc. Published by E. P. & G. S. Wal- 
ton, 1818. 18° p. 383. 

— Another edition, byE. P. Walton, 1820. 
p. 407. 
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Select Sentences. Printed for John 
Crosby, 18 13. 18° p. 36. 

S HELTON, Rev. F. W. Address at the 
funeral of Mrs. Upham, in Christ Church, 
May II, 1856. E. P. Walton, printer. 
8° p. 16. 

Mr. Shelton was Rector of Christ Church, Montpel- 
ler, 18M-66; he was a pleasant writer, and pnbllfbed 
several voluiues. besides numeroas articles In the 
KnicHrltocker Magatine, Mr. Shelton died at Car- 
tliatre Lauding, ou-the-Hudson. June 2U, 1881. 

Shepard, Sylvanus. The Phoenix Chron- 
icle. The Bonfire, in which 450 books 
were burned. A View of Montpelier 
and all the country villages in the State. 
Printed for the author, 1825. 8° p. 18. 

Mr. Shepard was an early setUer of East Montpel- 
ier. 

Short Expose of the management of the 
finances of Vermont. Patriot office, 
1844. p. 8. 

Skinner, Rev. Warren. Capital Pun- 
ishment. A Lecture before the Legis- 
lature of Vermont, and others, Oct. 26, 
1834. Geo. W. Hill, printer. 8*^ p. 19. 

— The Christian Ministry. A Sermon be- 
fore the Universal ist Convention at 
Montpelier, Jan. 17, 1833, at the Ordi- 
nation of Rev. J. M. Austin. Geo. W. 
Hill. 8° p. 25. 

Smith, Ruth B., (of Newbury.) The 
Pension Case of the late Capt. James T. 
Smith. Polands' print, 1879. 8° p. 32. 

SouTHMAYD, JONATHAN C. Address be- 
fore the Philological Society of Middle- 
bury College, August 15, 1826. E. P. 
Walton, printer. 

— Discourse at Montpelier, March 16, 
1828, on the use of distilled spirits. E. 
P. Walton, printer. 8° p. 16. 

Spalding, Rev. Geo. B., D. D. God in 
the War. A Sermon at Vergennes, 
Nov. 26, 1863. Burlington': 8° p. 21. 

— A Discourse commemorative of Gen. 
Samuel P. Strong, at Vergennes, Feb. 
28, 1864. Burlington : 8° p. 22. 

— A Discourse at Dover, N. H., May 18, 
1873, o^ ^^^ ^^o hundredth anniversary 
of the settlement of that town. Dover, 
N. H. 8° p. 29. 

— A Discourse Commemorative of Hon. 
John P. Hale, at Dover, N. H., Nov. 
27, 1873. Concord, N. H. 8° p. 19. 

— Relation of the Church to Children. A 
Discourse at Haverhill, N. H., Nov. 6, 
1873. Bristol, N. H. 8° p. 12. 

— The Dover Pulpit during the Revolu- 
tion. A Discourse Commemorative of 
Rev. Jeremy Belknap, D. D., July 9, 
1876. Dover, N. H. 8° p. 31. 

— Semi-Centennial Discourse at Laconia, 
N. H., June 18, 1878, before the Con- 



ference Churches of Strafford County. 
Dover, N. H. 8° p. 20. 

— Normal School Training. Address at 
Gorham, Maine, Dec. 26, 1878. Port- 
land, Me. 8° p. 12. 

— Address before the New Hampshire 
Sunday-School Convention at Haverhill, 
N. H., Nov. 6, 1879. Bristol, N. H. 
8° p. 8. 

Rev. Dr. SiwldluK Is a native of Montpelier, son of 
the late James Spalding, M. D. He Is pastor of the 
First Congregational Church, Dover, N. H., where he 
was settled In 1868. See Oranite Monthly^ vol. I, p. 
li^-9, for a biographical sketch. 

Spalding, James R. An Address on Fe- 
male Education at Pittsfield, Mass., Aug. 
22, 1855. New York. 8° p. 28. 

— An Oration at the Semi-Centennial An- 
niversary of the University of Vermont, 
August, 1854. 8° p. 33. 

Mr. 6paldlng, an elder brother of the above, died at 
the residence of his brother In Dover. Oct. 10. 187-i. 
He was born In Montpelier, Nov. 15, 1821. Mr. Spald- 
ing was a gentiemou of fine culture and attainments. 
For many years he was an asitoclate editor of the New 
York Courier and Inquirer^ and he was mainly the 
founder of the New York Wttrld newspaper In 1869; an 
appropriate tribute to the worth of Mr. Spalding, by 
Klchard Grant White, was printed In the dally World 
01 October 12, 1872. 

Stebbins, R. I. Sermon at the Ordina- 
tion of Mr. Charles A. AUen, as min- 
ister of the Church of the Messiah, at 
Montpelier, March i, 1865. Ballou, 
Loveland & Co. 12° p. 27. 

Steele, Zadock. His Indian Captivity, 
and an account of the burning of Ro'y- 
alton. E. P. Walton, printer, 1818. 
12° p. 144. 

Stone, T. P. A History of Greensboro, 
and the Congregational Church, 1854. 
E. P. Walton. 8° p. 40. 

SwETT, JosiAH. Sermon at the funeral 
of Mr. Sarah E. Weston, at West Ran- 
dolph, Nov. 23, 1851. E. P. Walton & 
Son. 8^ p. 24. 

Teachem, Mrs. The Infant School Primer. 
E. P. Walton, printer, [1832.] 12° p. 
24. 

Thomas, Rev. A. C. Analysis and Con- 
futation of Miller's Theory of the End 
of the World in 1843. Eli Ballou, 
printer, 1843. 8° p. 30. 

Thompson, Daniel G. A First Latin 
Book, introductory to Ceaser's Commen- 
taries on the Gallic War. Chicago, 
1872. 12° p. 224. 

Mr. Thompson Is a native of Montpelier, son of the 
late Hon. Daniel P. Thompson, and resides In New 
York: he published articles on **Intaitlon and Infer- 
ence.*^ In the Mindy A Quarterly Review of Psychology 
and Fhilosopky^ London, Jnly and October numbers, 
1878. 

Thompson, Daniel Pierce. [A partial 
list of the works by Judge Thompson 
may be found in this History under Ber- 
lin, p. 69-72, vol. 4, together with a 
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bit^niphical sketch. The works omit- 1 - 
ted m the Berlin article are given here.] | 

—The Adventures of Timothy Peacock. 
Esquire, or Freemasonry Ulustiated. 
MiddlebuT)-, 1835. 11° p. 218. Pub- 
lished anonymoudy. 

— Revised Statutes of Vermont, 1 vol. 
183s. 

—Address before the Vt. Hbt. Society, 
1850. Burlington. 8° p. 32. 

— History of the Town of Monhjclier to 
i860, with Biographical Sketches. E. 
P. Walton printer. 8° p. 313. 

Xr.TliaiuHau'iii 
tlon hr SUSoVtl 

OhpmLr'aaitiVB , 



— Another edition of the above four vol- 
umes by the same publishers, 1881. 

Thompson, George. Address to the 
Legislature and Citizens of Vermont, at 
Montpeiier, Oct. zz, i8£4. Freeman 
print. 8° p. 18. 

Thompson, Zadoc. Gazetteer of Vermont. 
£. P. Walton printer. 1834. iz" p. 
312. 

Thompson, S. New Guide to Health, or 
Botanic Family Ph)^ician. Montpeiier, 
Printed for the publisher. i85t. 12° p. 
izz. 

Thoughts on Di\'Iije Goodness. Print- 
ed by Geo. W. HiU. 1828, 12° p. 148. 

Thresher, Leonard. The Family Phy- 
sician, etc. Argus and Patriot print. 
1871,8° p. 406. 

Trvair, Rev. John. Sermon at Mont- 
peiier. Mach7, 1813. Walton&Goss. 

— The Alarm Trumpet. Sermon at Berk- 
shire, Sept. 9, 1813. on the war. Wal- 
ton & Goss. 8° p. 37. 

Universalism. Form for Constitution 
and by-laws for the use of Universalist 
Chnrcties, etc. Ballon & Buroham's 
press. 1851, 13° p. 16. 

—Discussion on Endless Punishment, by 
Rev. Luther Lee, and Rev. Eli Ballou. 
Ba]lou& Loveland printers. 1857, 12° 
p. 84. 

UpHAM.Hon.WiLLAM. Speech in the U. 
S. Senate, .March 1, 1847, on the three 
million Bill. Washington. 8° p. 8. 

—Speech in the U. S. Senate on the Mex- 
ican War, Feb. 15. 1848- p. 19. 

—Speech in the Senate. July 26, 1848, on 
the Compromise Bill. p. 7. 

— Report on the Revolutionary Claims, 
Feb. 9, 1849. 



, 1850. 

— Obituary Addresses on the death of Mr. 
Upham, delivered in the Senate and 
House, January 15, i8s3. 8= p. 8. 

[Tide blo«npbleal iketeli portj 

Upham, William K. Argument fisr De- 
fendant in case Nathan Harris vs. Col- 
umbiana Co. InsuranceCompany. (Ohio), 
1853- p. II. 

Mr. Optaui «H ■ utlT* or MontpfUCT. Bn oTSHi- 
UW Dpbui. dted u OuUb. OtakL Mu. tt. 1H». 

Wait. Augustine. Speech before the 
Brotherhood of St. Patrick, Dublin, Ire- 
land, Nov. 24, 1862. E. P. Walton, 
printer, p. 20. 

Walton, Hon. Eliakim P. Speech on 
the Admission of Kansas, in the House 
ofRepresetttatives,Mar.3i,i8j8. Wash- 
ington-. 8° p. 15. 

—Speech on Free Trade and Protectire 
Tariff, in the House of Representati\'es, 
Feb, 7, 1859. 8° p. 14. Washington. 

—Speech in the House on the State of the 
Union, Feb. 16, 1861. 8° p. 8. 

— Speech in the House on the Confiscation 
of Rebel Property. Delivered May 34, 
1862. B° p. [5. 

He dcUrer«J u >ddn» on ttStint LwMMnia of 
VttBHHU, befen U* BM«taal KoelHTEi UHiitaa 
■11 wliiiiiM "IIMhij »rpiiti t' l i Miiiii li VjvHfwL" 

iKfoit at VL rubAttai 

u.n.Aac«UI>n. " ' 
Prontdlnn ■! K 




of Mr. Wallea't -Hloarr orMoBtpcllH.- prefMnd tor 

"—" ^eu«aMr,ulk>t•KliMalK. II 

- In thl* Blalxta pnnnttaiifa- 
liIaoTtlH two Mr.U>. Waltou 
> fraqmeaUr In lb« Imprlnu at 
EvkMI Psrter WMtna, 001- 




Waring, Geo. E. Jr. Elements of Agri- 
culture. S.M.Walton, 185s. i2''p.288. 

Washlngton. George. Valedictory Ad- 
dress. Walton & Goss, printers. i8tz. 
P-4S- 

Watrous, Miss Sophia. TheCift. Poems. 
E. P. Walton* Sons, 1841. iz° p. 17Z. 

Watts, Isaac. Twelve Sermons. Moral 
and Divine. Wright & Sibley. 181 1. 
iz° p. 359. 
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— Psalms of David, Hymns and Spiritual 
Songs. Walton & Goss, 1814. 18° 
p. 296, 259. 

— Loeic, or the Right use of Reason. E. 
P. Walton, printer, 1819. 12° p. 288. ' 

Webb, T. S. Freemason's Monitor. Wal- 1 
ton & Goss, printers, 1816. 12^ p. 312. 1 

Webster, Noah. Spelling Book. E. P. ; 
Walton & Son, 1839. Another edition, 
1844. 

Wheeler, Rev. S. H. Memorial Sermon 
on Mrs. Betsey Carpenter, of Waterbur>', 
Nov. 7, 1875. Press of J. & J. M. Po- 
land. 8^ p. 15. 

Wheelock, Rev. Edwin. Historical 
Sketch of the Town of Cambridge. 
Freeman print, 1876. 12° p. 15. 

Wheelock, Rev. V. (i. Revelatior^ and 
Science Harmonize. A Sermon, 1869. 
Polands' print. 

— Growth of the Gospel. A Sermon at ] 
Stanbridge, P. Q., 187 1 . Journal Steam ■ 
Printing Establishment. 8"^ p. 12. 

White, Rev. P. H. Ecclesiastical His- 1 
tory of Vermont. An Essay read at ■ 
Newbur)', June 21, 1866. Walton's | 
print. 8° p. 7. ' 

— ^Jonas Galusha. Memoir of, read before | 
the Vt. Hist. Society, 1866. E. P. , 

Walton, printer. 8"" p. 16. ' 

I 

Wild, Rev. A. W. Funeral Sermon at 
Greensboro, July 10, 1864, on the death 
of E. E. Hartson and Horace Sutham. 
Freeman print. 8° p. 18. 

WiLLARD, Hon. Charles W. Speech in 
the House of Representatives, April 9, 
1869, on the Cuban Question. Wash- 
ington : p. 8. 

— Cuban Belligerency. Speech in the 
House, June 15, 1870. Washington: 
p. 15. 

— Interstate Commerce. 
House, March 24, 1874. 
p. 25. 

— Civil Service. Speech in the House, 
April 17, i8f 2. p. 8. 

WiLLiAMSTOWN. Methodism in. His- 
torical Address, Dec. 19, 1880, by Rev. 
Mr. Bartlett. Messenger print. 12® 

P-3S- 
Wing, Joseph A. *' Pluck," and Other 
Poems. Freeman print, 1878. I2°p.252. 

Worcester. Record of Births, Mar- 
riages and Deaths in, Oct. 181 3 to June 
1858. By S. S. Abbott. E. P. Wal- 
ton, printer. 18° p. 31. 

Worcester, Rev. Leonard. Funeral 
Sermon at Hardwick, Au^. 30, 18 14, on 
the death of Mrs. Lydia, consort of 



Speech in the I 
Washington : 



Samuel French, Esq. Walton & Goss. 
8° p. 24. 

— Sermon at Montpelier, Oct. 15, 1809. 
Peacham, Vt. Samuel Goss, printer. 
8® p. 24. 

— Appeal to the Conscience of Rev. Sol- 
omon Aiken. Printed by E. P. Walton. 
8° p. 16. 

Worcester, Rev. Thomas. Serious 
Reasons against Triune Worship. Wal- 
ton & Goss, 181 2. 

Wright, Rev. Chester. Federal Com- 
pendium ; an Arithmetic. Middlebury, 
1803. 12° p. 108. 

— Services at the Ordination of Rev. Mr. 
Wright at Montpelier, Aug. 10, 1809. 
Sermon by Rev. Asa Burton, Charge by 
Rev. Stephen Fuller, of Vershire, and 
the Right Hand of Fellowship by the 
Rev. Calvin Noble, of Chelsea. Peach- 
am : Printed by Samuel Gass, 1809. 
8° p. 24. 

— Election Sermon, 18 10. Randolph. 

— Funeral Sermon on the death of Sibyl 
Brown. Preached Jan. 11, 181 1. Wal- 
ton & Goss, printers. 8° p. 12. 

— Sermon before the Vt. Bible Society at 
Montpelier, Oct. 28, 18 12. Walton & 
Goss. 8^ p. 14. 

— Funeral Sermon, Dec. 27, 181 3, on the 
death of Mrs. Hannah, wife of Jeduthan 
Loomis, Esq. Walton & (ioss. 

— Sermon before the Female Mission So- 
ciety in Montpelier, 1816. E. P. Wal- 
ton, printer, p. 14. 

— Sermon at Middlebury, Aug. 16, 18 14. 
Middlebury : 8^ p. 16. 

— Saints Resurrection. Sermon on the 
death of Geo. S. Walton, at Montpelier, 
June 10, 1818. E. P. Walton, printer, 
8° p. 15. 

— Address on the Death of Adams and 
Jefferson, at Montpelier, July 25, 1826. 
Printed by Geoi^e W. Hill & Co. 8° 
p. 19. 

— The Devil in the Nineteenth Century. 
Two Discourses at Hardwick, May 6, 
1838. E. P. Walton & Son. 8° p. 21. 

Yale, Calvin. Some Rules for the in- 
vestigation of Religious Truth. E. P. 
Walton, 1826. 8** p. 15. 

— Sermon before the Vt. Colonization So- 
ciety at Montpelier, Oct. 17, 1827. E. 
P. Walton. 8° p. 15. 

Young, Samuel. Oration at Bennington, 
August 16, 1819. Argus and Patriot 
print, 1871. p. 4. 

See Article on VU Hisv. Society for eddiUonal Mont- 
pelier tniprtnte, ete. 
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VERMONT HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

BY X. D. OILMAN. UBRARIA3V. 

It is deemed appropriate that a brief no- 
tice of the Historical Society shall be in- 
cluded in the history of Montpelier, for the 
reason among many, that its headquarters 
and librar}' are located in this town. 

The Society was incorporated by act of 
the general assembly, approved Nov. 5, 
1838, under the name of "The Vermont 
Historical and Antiquarian Societ)-;" the 
persons named in the act are Henry Ste- 
vens of Bamet, Oramel H. Smith, Daniel 
P. Thompson and George B. Mansur, of 
Montpelier. • 

By an act of the general assembly ap- 
proved Nov. 16, 1859, ^^ name of the 
Society was changed to "The Vermont 
Historical Society f and by an act, ap- 
proved Nov. 21, the same year, room No. 
9 in the State Capitol was granted for the 
uses of the Society for its library and bus- 
iness purposes ; the Society by permission 
also uses a large book case in room No. 12. 

The first meeting of the Society was 
held at Montpelier, the third Thursday of 
Oct. 1840, at which the Society was organ- 
ized, and Henry Stevens elected president 
and librarian, Geo. B. Mansur and D. P. 
Thompson, secretaries. At this meeting 
associate members were elected: Silas H. 
Jennison, Isaac F. Redfield, D. M. Camp, 
E. P. Walton, Daniel Baldwin, Geo. W. 
Benedict, Solomon Stoddard, and Norman 
Williams. 

Mr. Stevens continued as president of 
the Society until about 1858, when he was 
succeeded by the Hon. Hiland Hall, who 
was president until Oct. 1866, when, upon 
his retirement. Rev, Pliny H. White was 
elected, and held the office until his death, 
April 24, 1869. 

Hon. Geo. F. Houghton was elected 
president Oct: 19, 1869, and held the office 
until his death, Sept. 22, 1870; Rev. W. 
H. Lord was elected president in Oct. 
1870, and held the offiae until Oct. 1876, 
when he declined further service'; the pres- 
ent incumbent, the Hon. E. P. Walton, 
succeeded the Rev. Dr. Lord. 

The librarians of the Society have been 
as follows: Henrj- Stevens, Esq., 1840- 



1858, Hon. Charles Reed, 1858, until his 
death, March 7, 1873; ^^ ^'^ succeeded 
by Hiram A. Huse, Esq., until Oct. 1874, 
when the present incumbent, Mr. M. D. 
GUman, was elected. 

Among the most prominent and active 
workers in behalf of the Historical Society, 
should be mentioned, Henr>' Stevens Esq.. 
Hon. Hiland Hall, Hon. Charles Reed, 
Rev. Pliny H. White. Geo. F. Houghton, 
Esq., and the Hon. Eliakim P. Walton. 

The annual meetings of the Society are 
held at Montpelier, Tuesday preceding 
the third Wednesday of October. 

Persons desiring to become members of 
the Society can do so, on the recommenda- 
tion of any member, and the payment of 
$2.00 for admission, and $1.00 per annum 
thereafter. 

The Society at the present time, 1881, 
is in a flourishing condition ; it has a s^-s- 
tem of exchanges and correspondence 
with all kindred societies in this countr}- 
and some in England, besides a large cor- 
respondence and exchange with individuals . 
The librar}' is estimated to contain from 
7000 to 8000 vols, of books, about 500 

I bound vols, of newspapers, and 12000 to 
15000 pamphlets, besides a large quantity 
of manuscripts, letters, and historical curi- 
osities. 

A card catalogue of the bound volumes 
and newspapers has been completed, and 
all books received are added to the cata- 

! logue. 

I The Society has portraits in oil of Hon. 

I HUand Hall, Rev. W. H. Lord and Hon. 
D. P. Thompson, all presented to the So- 

j ciety, the two latter panted by Montpel- 

! iers native son, the distinguished artist, 

j Thomas W. Wood, and b^him presented 

• to the Society. 

As is the ca.se with most libraries of the 
time in our country, that of the Historical 

' Society has outgrown the room set apart 
for it, and is greatly in need of more 
space, which we trust will soon be pro- 
vided in the proposed addition to the State 
Capitol. 

The following list of publications by the 
Vermont Historical Society is thought to 

' be complete : 
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* Address by James D. Butler, at Mont- 
pelier, Oct. 16, 1846: ** Deficiencies in 
Our History." 8® p. 36. Montpelier: 
Eastman & Danforth. 

* Addresses on the Battle of Benning- 
ton, and Life of Col. Seth Warner, at 
Montpelier, Oct. 20, 1848, by James D. 
Butler and Geo. F. Houghton. Burling- 
ton : 8° p. 99, 

Address at Montpelier, Oct. 24, 1850, 
by Daniel P. Thompson. Burlington : 8® 
p. 22. 

•Address, ** Life and Servicer of Mat- 
thew Lyon," Oct. 29, 1858, by Rev. P. H. 
White. Burlington : 8° p. 26. 

* Address, **The Marbles of Vermont," 
Oct. 29, 1858, by A. D. Hager. Burling- 
ton : 8° p. 16. - 

Constitution, By-Laws, Act of Incorpo- 
ration, and catalogue of Officers and Mem- 
bers of the Society. Woodstock, i860. 
8^ p. 16. 

* Proceedings of 21st Annual Meeting, 
and Address by Rev. Joseph Torrey, ** His- 
tory of Lake Champlain," Oct. 16, i860. 
Burlington: 8° p. 27. 

Proceedings, Special Meeting at Bur- 
lington, Jan. 23, 1861. Burlington: 8° 
p. 7. 8. 

Proceedings, Annual Meeting at Mont- 
pelier, Oct. 15 and 16, 1861. St. Albans. 
8° p. 17. 

Proceedings, Special Meeting at Bur- 
lington, Jan. 22 and 23, 1862. 8^ p. 8. 
St. Albans. 

Address on Town Centennial Celebra- 
tions. By Henry Clark, at Burlington, 
Jan. 22, 1862. S° p. 8. St. Albans. 

•Address by Henry B. Dawson on the 
Battle of Bennington, at Burlington, Jan. 
23, 1861. Printed in Hist. Magazine, 
May, 1870; reprinted in Argus and Pat- 
riot, Montpelier, June 27, July 4, 11, 1877. 

* Address, ** Early History of Banking 
in Vermont," by Geo. B. Reed, Oct 14, 
1862. 8° p. 28. 

♦Address, ''Gov. Philip Skene," by 
Henry Hall, of Rutland, at Windsor, July 
2, 1863. Printed in (Dawson's) Hist. 
Magazine, vol. 11, 2d series, p. 280-83. 

* Address on Joseph Bowker, by Henry 
Hall, Special meeting at Windsor, July i. 



2, i863.* Printed in (Dawson's) Hist. 
Magazine, vol. 11, 2d series, p. 351-54. 

♦ Address, ** Evacuation of Ticonderoga, 
1777," at a Special Meeting at Brattle- 
boro, July 17, 1862, by Henry Hall. Print- 
ed in (Dawson's) Hist. Magazine, August, 
1869. 

Proceedings at Brattleboro, July 16, 17, 
and at the Annual Meeting at Montpelier, 
Oct. 14, 1862. St. Albans. 8'' p. 26. 

♦Address, *' Secession in Switzerland," 
by J. W. DePeyster, at Montpelier, Oct. 
20, 1863. Catskill : 8° p. 72. 

♦ Address, '* Life of Hon. Richard Skin- 
ner," by Winslow C. Watson, at Mont- 
pelier, Oct. 20, 1863. Albany : 8° p. 30. 

♦Address, ** Edward Crafts Hopson," 
by Henry Clark, Jan. 25, 1865. Special 
meeting at Rutland. 8° p. 6. 

♦Address, ** Charles Linsley," by E. J. 
Phelps. Special meeting at Brandon, 
Jan. 28, 1864. Albany : 8° p. 20. 

♦Address, ** Battle of Gettysburgh," by 
G. G. Benedict. Special meeting at Bran- 
don, Jan. 26, 1864. Burlington : 8° p 24. 

♦ Another edition, enlarged, p. 27, and 
appendix iv. Illustrated. 

Addresses, on ** Solomon Foot," by Geo. 
P. Edmunds, on *'Gov. Galusha," by P. 
H. White, on **New England Civiliza- 
tion," by Rev. J. E. Rankin, at Mont- 
pelier, Oct. 16, 1866. Walton's print. 
8° p. 72. 

♦ Address on Theophilus Herrington, by 
Rev. P. H. White. Special meeting at 
Rutland, Aug. 20, 1868. 8° p. 6. 

♦ Memorial Address on Hon. Jacob Col- 
lamer, by James Barrett, at Montpelier, 
Oct. 20, 1868. 8° p. 61. 

Proceedings, and Addresses at Mont- 
pelier, Oct. 19, 20, I869. ** Capture of 
Ticonderoga," by Hiland Hall ; ** Memo- 
rial on P. H. White," by Henry Clark. 
Journal print, Montpelier. pp. 15, 32, 16. 

Proceedings, Oct. and Nov. 1870; con- 
tains address on Hon. Charles Marsh, by 
James Barrett. Montpelier, p. xxvii, 54. 

Proceedings, and Address by L. E. 
Chittenden, on •• Capture of Ticonderoga." 
At Montpelier, Oct. 8, 1872. Montpelier: 
Printed for the Society. 8^ p. xxi, 127. 

♦ Memorial Sketch of Charles Reed, by 
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H. A. Huse, at the Annual Meeting at Jjje ,books late the property of Charles 

Montpelier. Oct. 13, 1874. Printed in ^^!.^^M5f^:;^f'^> .^^^ ^^ ^™ 

. *^ ' j» /•» j nuay think necessar\' for them m revising 

Daily Journal. i the' laws, he taking' their receipt for such 

Address, '* History of the St. Albans books to account. And further, 
Raid,'^ delivered at Montpelier, Oct. 17, Resolved, That all letters from either o f 

1876, by Hon. E. A. Sowles. St. Albans : j !5L?Ti"t^ ^K "f^'^^^l ^^ *^.^ 
00 o • I J. J- r u o I Other upon the business of their appoint- 

8 p. 48, including proceedings of the So- ment, be convened free of postage. That 

dety. the accounts of the said Committee, when 

Collections of the Society, 2 vols. Vol. ^^ business of their appointment shall be 

1, Montpelier, 1870. 8° p. xix, 507. Vol. ^^P^^^A**^ ^ ^^Tl^ V '^^^T" 
«< 1- o 00 ••• mittee of Pay-Table, at the rate of twelve 

2, Montpelier, 187 1. 8 p. xxvui, 530. | shillings each per day, whDe they aresever- 

Proceedings, Oct. 15, 1878, at Mont- i ally employed in the business, for their 
pelier, with addresses: by Rev. M. H. ! time and expences. That the Committee 
Buckham, on Rev. W. H. Lord, and by j j^, Paid for their services oUt of the librar>' 
u r- D xir u * oM. r- . 1 -late the property of said Phelps, at a rea- 

Hon. E. P. Walton, on -The First Legis- : sQ^able appraisement, to be made by such 

lature of Vermont." Polands' print. 8° ' persons as shall be appointed by theL^;is» 
p. xvi, 47. '- lature, to be men acquainted with the val- 

Proceedings. Oct. 19, 1880. at Mont- .' "^ ^^ ^!^' ^"^^ /^ be m^de under oath 
,. ... J, , ,, T- A o t ;atcashpnce: unless the Lttgislature shall 
peher, with address by Hon.E. A. Sowles, ^ ^^^^^ ^^ restore said lit)rar)' to said 

on ** Fenianism,'' ete. Rutland : 8° p. ! Phelps ; or unless said Phelps shall redeem 

xxviii, (2,) 43. the books so appraised by paying the said 

Numerous addresses in addition to those ; Committee such sum as the/ shall be ap- 

^. ., , ,,. j.r xi-c-i praised at. The aforesaid Committee to 

noticed have been delivered before the So- • {j^,.^ ^^j, ^^oice of what books they take 

ciety, the manuscripts of some of which in pa>Tnent. Frtnndtd the said committee 

are on lile in its archives. ■ re\'ise the statutes of this State which have 

The publications marked with a • are °«^ ^^^^ undergone their examination, 

^ c ' ^ J ^u/L-i-ju.Dy the session of Assembly in October 

out of print, and cannot be furnished by I ^^^^ ^nd if the said librah shall be re- 

the Society. stored to said Phelps, or shall be insuffi- 

cient for payment, the Legislature will pay 
THE VERMONT STATE LIBRARY. the Said Committee for such their services, 

BY HIRAM A. HUSK, »TATK LIBRARIAN. »° ^^rd moHCv, or an cquivalcnt. 

Legislation as to a state library began in Whatever became finally of the Phelps 

1825. The State had about forty years books their temporary possession did not 

before, it Is true, gone into the book bus- establish a state librar>' any more than, in 

iness in rather a curious manner by seizing the troubled days of the revolution, the 

the library of Charles Phelps, Elsq., of possession of that "one negro whench" for 

Mariboro, an energetic friend of New York whose care Matthew .Lyon charged the 

rule. This seizure was made in 1782, and ; State, established slaver>-. 

Stephen R. Bradley seems to have had The following is the resolution under 

charge of the confiscated Uterature for a which the Vermont State Library was 

time. In 1784 the legislature was provid- formed : 

ing that the committee for revising the ,j. council, Nov. 17, 1825. 
laws (an undertaking begim in 1782 and Resolved, the general assembly concur- 
not completed till 1787) should be paid ring herein. That it shall be the duty of 
out of this library. The resolutions of the ^^^, governor and council annually, to ap- 
Genend Assembly. M«.h 6. ,784. elating f^l^^^ ZS^^^^ol -d^lS^' I 
to such payment are as follows ; good order, all the books and public docu- 

/^^it/zW, that Stephen R. Bradley, Esq., ments, deposited in the state-house, in 

be, and is hereby directed to deliver to Montpelier ; and that a suitable room in 

Nathaniel Chipman and Micah Townsend, the state-house be placed under the con- 

Esqrs., Committee for revising the laws, trol of such person, for a place of deposit 

or either of them, upon the oroer or appli- for such books and documents : and such 

cation of them, or either of them, such of > person, in the discharge of his duty, shall 
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be governed by such rules and regulations 
as the govemour and council shall, from 
time to time, prescribe. 

[Concurred Nov. 17, 1825.] 

Calvin J. Keith was the first librarian, 
and was appointed Nov. i^^ 1825. He 
was librarian 4 years, and after his service 
there were frequent changes in the office 
for 30 years. 

Until 1836 the librarian was appointed 
by the governor and council ; then till 1848 
by the governor ; and from 1848 till 1858 
by the senate and house of representatives. 
In 1857 the.control of the library was put 
into the hands of trustees, who appoint a 
librarian. The trustees organized Nov. 
16, 1858, and appointed Charles Reed li- 
brarian. Mr. Reed died March 7, 1873, 
and was succeeded by the present libra- 
rian. 

The greater part of the books of tiie li- 
brarv' escaped the fire of Jan. 6, 1857, 
which destroyed the state-house. While 
the present state-house was Ijuilding, the 
masonic hall was used for the library. A 
catalogue of the library was printed in 
1850, one in 1858, and one in 1872. 

The library for nearly 30 years depend- 
ed principally for increase on the receipt 
of State publications and on exchanges. 
In 1854, an annual appropriation of $200 
for the purchase of books was made ; this 
appropriation was increased to $500 in 
1866 and to $800 in 1876. The substan- 
tial growth of the library and its real use 
date from the beginning of Mr. Reed's 
services as librarian. He used the small 
sums at his command with great good 
judgment, and made a useful working li- 
brarv of it. 

The library now contains about 19,000 
bound volumes, exclusive of duplicates. 
It has outgrown the quarters that, when 
Mr. Reed took charge of it, were more 
than ample, and is now, though its books 
overflow into committee rooms, cramped 
for room. In American law reports it is 
among the best libraries in the country ; 
in other departments it is incomplete, but 
growing in those branches that appear to 
be of most use. 

The present officers of the library are : 
Trustees, ex officio^ the governor, the chief 



justice and the secretary of state ; State, 
E. J. Phelps. Horace Fairbanks, L. G. 
Ware; resident, E. P. Walton, Joseph 
Poland and Chas. H. Heath; librarian, 
Hiram A. Huse ; first assistant librarian, 
Thomas L. Wood. 

Portraits, 6-^.— Among the noticeable 
things in the librar>' are two portraits be- 
longing to the Historical Society, the 
work and gift of Thomas W. Wood, a na- 
tive of Montpelier, and now one of the first 
artists of New York city. One Is a por- 
trait of Rev. W. H. Lord and the other of 
Hon. Daniel P. Thompson. A portrait, 
by Mr. Wood, of Judge Prenti.ss is also in 
the capitol, though the formal presentation 
to the Historical Society has not yet been 
made. These portraits are valuable for 
their artistic as well as their historical mer- 
it,and in the same class maybe mentioned, 
of the portraits in the executive chamber, 
that of Gov. Smith, by Thos. Le Clear. The 
portrait of Gov. Paine is a good copy, from 
a good original by Chester Harding ; and 
that of (;ov. Williams, by B. F. Mason, 
is a creditable, piece of work. The other 
portraits in the governor's room are no 
doubt historically valuable. A bust of Gov. 
Erastus Fairbanks, by J. Q. A. Ward, is 
excellent work, as is one of Judge Elijah 
Paine by Greenough. There is also a fine 
bust of Jacob Collamer by Preston Powers. 
Julian Scott's large painting of the Batde 
of Cedar Creek Ls too big for the governor's 
room, and whatever good work there is in 
it has no chance to "vindicate" itself. A 
portrait of Washington hangs over the 
speaker's chair in the Hall of the House 
of Representatives. 

There should also be mentioned the 
statue of Ethan Allen which stands at the 
entrance to the capitol. It is of heroic 
size, is the work of Larkin G. Mead, 
was completed in 1861, and on the loth 
of October in that year was *• inaugurat- 
ed," Hon. Fred. E. Woodbridge of Ver- 
gennes delivering the oration. Two of 
the field-pieces captured from the Hes- 
sians at Bennington, are to be seen in the 
capitol, as well as the battle flags of the 
Vermont organizations that served in the 
war of the rebellion. 
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[Present Artists in Montpelier — J. F. 
Gilman, crayon portrait painter. Union 
block; A. N. Blanchaid, Main St., A. C. 
Harlow, Ellis block,*State st., photogra- 
phers. Mr. H. is just completing for the 
engraver the copy of an oO portrait of Gen. 
Parley Davis, for our next No. — Ed.] 

THE STATE CABINET. 
BY PKOr. HIRAM A. CITTTING X. D., 

8UU; Geolu^taiid Curator of Slate Cahlnet. 

This is a collection in Natural History 
provided for by law and kept in the State 
house. It is intended to show the geolo- 
gy and natural history of the State. The 
collection of rock showing the sections 
across the State were collected by the geo- 
logical survey. This was added to by the 
purchase of the Zadoc Thompson collec- 
tion of natural history, and by donations 
and otherwise it has been largely increased. 
The space alloted for the display of speci- 
mens is ver>' inadequate, and in conse- 
quence thousands of them are packed 
away. There is, however, over 20,000 on 
exhibition, and those displayed are intend- 
ed to show the character of the rocks and 
all the minerals found in the State as well 
as insects, birds, animals, Indian relics, 
&c. Many specimens are of great value, 
and if lost could never be replaced. The 
collection was first in charge of the geo- 
logical survey, then in charge of State Geol- 
ogist Albert D. Hager. who was curator un- 
til he left the State in 1869. In 1870, Dr. 
Hiram A. Cutting was appointed as hb 
successor, and still has charge. Since his 
appointment the collection has more than 
doubled. The number of visitors ranges 
from 1 2 to 25 thousand annually, and it is 
one of the greatest educational interests of 
the State. 

Though intended only to be representa- 
tive of the natural history of Vermont, 
there has, by various donations, several 
hundred of foreign specimens crept in, 
many of which are on exhibition, and are 
valuable, as comparatives with similar spec- 
imens in the State. It is to be hoped that 
this valuable aid to Vermont education 
will ere long have the space granted nec- 
essar)- for the full display of its specimens, 
when it will be trulv one of the most valu- 
able collections in New England. 



PAPKKS Ft7B^I8HED BY CHA8. DE F. HANCROKT. 
NUMBER OF DEATHS IN TOWN YEARLY, 

From Jan. i, 1825, to Oct, i, 1881. 



1825 30 ! 1844, 



1826. 
1827. 
1828. 
1829. 
1830, 
1831, 
1832, 

1833 
1834. 

1835 
1836. 

1837 
1838 

1839 
1840. 

1841. 

1842. 

1843 



•31 

•15 
.14 

.14 
.14 
.14 
.23 
.23 

.17 

.20 

.22 
.20 
.24 

.28 

.46 
.58 

.41 
.41 



1845 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 
1849. 
1850. 
I85I. 
1852. 

1853. 

1854. 

1855. 

1856. 

1857. 
1858. 

1859, 

i860. 
I86I. 
1862. 



45 
,22 

32 

36 

23 

41 
,28 

■3s:i 

35 

31 

25 

.30 

35 
29 
-25 
•34 
25 
29 
30 



....46 

....31 
....42 

....29 

....25 

....39 

....3» 
....29 

• • • . 2o 

.66 



1863 

I864 
865 
866 
867 
868 
869 
870 

871 
872. . 

^n 50 

874 S5 

1^75 75 

876 56 

^n 43 

878 40 

879* •• .48 

880 66 

881 60 

The above was compiled from a book 
kept by the late Aaron Bancroft, ** the old 
village sexton,*^ containing a record of all ^ 
the deaths occurring from 1825 to 1857 in 
the village and the suburbs, (which is 
about the present limits of the town,) 
since which time the State law has re- 
quired the registration of all deaths. But 
the town records showing that the regis- 
tration is very imperfect since then to the 
date of 187 1, the files of the news[)apers 
published in town had to be resorted to 
for those years. Since 1871 I have kept a 
record of all deaths. I think upon the 
whole, from my researches and inquiries, 
that the above is a verj' accurate state- 
ment. From 1825 to 1845 a large per- 
centage of the deaths were children, and 
the remainder of adults of a middle age of 
life, acute diseases being the cause of a 
large percentage of them. From 1845 the 
record shows a gradual increase of longev- 
ity, the last fifteen years showing a large 
percentage as being adults past the middle 
age of life, some of these years the av- 
erage age of the deaths in town being 
about 50 years. In 1880-81 the deaths of 
children were in an excess, resulting main- 
ly from diphtheria. The registration of 
the deaths in town to the year 1823, (when 
the registration ceased,) is ver} imperfect, 
only from one to five l>eing registered oc- 
curring in the whole town yearly, and some 
years none at all. b. 
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I/ISfiEVITV OF MONTPEl.IER. 

Persons who have died since 1 825 . 

1878 Phiebe Hazard loi* 

1864 Thomas Davis 95^ 

i86i Naihanlcwctt 9; 

1847 Aaron Griswold 95 

1854 Itetsey Watson 94 

1874 Phttbe Tuthill 94 

i86r Levi Humphey 92 

1863 Simeon Dewev 92 

1868 Peter Nichols' 93 

1S80 Eleanor N<iedham 92 

1881 Aureiia Rose 92 

1847 Mrs. Campbell 91 . 

1863 Jonathan Shepard 91 

1864 Moses Cree 91 

1877 Naomi Uodge 9I 

1877 John Gray 91 

1839 Mrs. Edwards . , . / 90 

1863 Francis Gangau 90 

1866 Samuel Goss 90 

1871 Hcltv Houchlon .90 

1876 Marv M. Vail 90 

1880 Lutlier Poland 90 

184a Mary Cadwell 89 

i860 Rev. Zadoc Hubbard 89 

1864 Aichcn Built: riiv 89 

1865 Hannah Marsh' 89 

1881 Daniel Baldwin 89 

1872 Aaron Bancroft 88 

1842 Luther Kinc 88 

1866 Naihaniel Proctor 88 

1868 Mary Taylor 88 

i«75 Dyer LoomLs 88 

1875 Sally Grant 88 

1875 Silas Barrows 88 

1876 Lucy L. Loomis 88 

1879 Thoma.s Gannon 88 

183s John Tallin 87 

l8j4 Amos Strong 87 

1865 Lucy A. Ripley 87 

1867 Ruhis Campbell 87 

1872 Thomas Needham 87 

1877 Mitchell Si. John 87 

1880 JulU A. Clark 87 

1881 Dorothy Horue 87 

1839 Esther Hatch 86 

1846 JohnMelon 86 

1846 Sarah Philbrook 86 

1852 Elijah Nye 86 

1853 Dexter May 86 

1857 Patty Recti. 86 

1863 Mary Leonard 86 

1869 Sarah T. Hayward 86 

187s Amu Pittin 86 

187s Anna Waugh 86 

r877 Mrs. Luther Howe 86 

1878 Prussia Walton 86 

1879 LumanKublcc 86 

1880 Su^n Loomia Brown 86 

1839 Arthur Daggett .85 

1840 Mrs, Bancroft 85 

1849 Mrs. Wesijohn 85 



n.iUy ILiri-nn 85 

Samuel Upham 85 

Uariiis iJovdeii 85 

Capt. Eben Morse 85 ■ 

Mrs. Emerson 85 

Mrs. Wilson 85 

Rhoda Brooks K5 

Phtxbe Gallison Sj 

Lucy Guernsev \8s 

Betsey Waugh 85 

William Bennett 85 

Mrs. Cross 84 

Mrs. Lydia Taplln 84 

Betsev Wright 84 

lydia' Lamb 8« 

Col. Asahel Washburn 84 

John Gallison 84 

William Kmson 84 

Mary H. French 84 

Patty Howes 84 

Sarah Phinney 84 

Rawsei R. Keith 84 

Deborah Washburn 84 

Zenas Wood 84 

Anna Stoddard 84 

Lvm.in G. Camp 84 

Lbentier Frizzle .".83 

Jacob Davis 83 

Rebecca Davis 83 

Zion Copeland 83 

Hannah Dana 83 

Joseph Reed 83 

Thomas Clark, 83 

Jane Lawson 83 

B. Frank Alarkham 83 

David Gray 83 

i'olly Mitchell 83 

Isaac Wilson 83 

Edmund H. Langdon 83 

Joseph Rowell 83 

John Wood 83 

Content Skinner „83 

Polly White 83 

Mary Wood 83 

Mrs. Eben Morse 82 

Mrs. Holden 82 

Jared Dodge 82 

Anna F. Bancroft 82 

Dr AamnSmith 82 

M ichael Malotiy »2 

I'oily Kimball 82 

tliiabeth (Jones Caryl 82 

John Home K2 

Edward L. Taplin 83 

Oramel H. Smith 82 

Rebecca Davis 8i 

JohnTuthill Bl 

Eliakim D. Persons 81 

John Palmer 81 

Nathaniel Abbott 81 

Sally Spaulding 81 

Margaret Stimson 81 

Daniel Canieron 81 

Cynthia Hill 81 
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i«49 
1«59 
1S63 
1863 
I8fi3 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1874 
1S75 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 



1843 
1846 
1856 
I8S9 
1859 
'!i9 



1869 
1871 
1872 
1874 
187s 
1881 
1841 
1845 
1843 
1847 
1846 
1856 



1872 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
i8z8 
1840 
1840 
1843 
1847 
1849 
1852 
1852 
1859 
1861 
1864 



Joseph Stimcrlii ''o 

Timothy Hatch' 80 

Mra. Uoti- 80 

Hannah Paine 80 

C>-nisWart 80 

Araunah Waterman 80 

Sihs Jones 80 

Joseph Howes So 

.Mre. Vatter 80 

Peter Rose 80 

- _ 80 

_,■ :■ 80 

Hannah Ferrin 80 

William Bills 80 

Anna Smith ■ 8o_ 

Jane Hutchinson 80 

belsev Young 80 : 

Ur. B'ucklev O, Tvlcr 80 

WmUm l-aul...,: «o 

Horace Spencer 80 

Da\-id Pariions- 79^ 

Lemuel Brooks 79' 

William Noves 79 . 

Sarah Wilder 79 

Town - 79 1 



.Mat 



Uwi 



•79. 

■79; 

Mandy Mclntyre 79 | 

Abigail Dewej- 79 

Silas C. French 79 1 

John G. Oark 79 ; 

Hugh Roivk 79I 

Jacob MclotiTe 79! 

Isaa.IjvWe 79! 

Daniel Wilson 79 ■ 

Rev. Elisha Brown 79 

Mis. Levey 78 

Mrs. Hassam 78 

Lucretia PaisoDs 78 

Silas Burbank 78 

Mrs. Phcebe Mann 78 

Mason Johnson 78 

Thomas Dodge 78 

Mary Prime 78 

PoUy Coffey 7* 

ShermaD Hubbard 78 

WilliamW Cadwell 78 

Margaret Fitzgibbons 78 

Helen Crane 78 

PoUv Dudley 78 

Mrs.(;ale 77 

Mis. LawsoD 77 

Jesse Cole 77 

John Walton 77 

Mrs. Cole 77 

DoUy Washburn 77 

PoUy Dav-is 77 

Betsey Cummings 77 

Welcome Cole 77 

Mary Goss 77 

Polly Warren 77 

John Carroll 77 

Sallv Richardson 77 

Persis B. Elavis 77 



Esther French 77 

Iknrv V, Barnes 77 

Dr. Mnm Denio 77 

Susan Rowell 77 

Thomas Donahue 77 

Dr. James Temjilelon 77 

Mrs. Daniel Cameron 77 

Orin Kikin 77 

Caroline Barnes 77 

HannahCarr 76 

.\abby Smith 76 

Saiah Wilder 76 

Barnabas H Snow 76 

Clarissa Kellt^g 76 

James Boyden 76 

Saiah Jones 76 

Dr. Juliii-s V, Den-ey 76 

Fanny Peck 76 

Zeliina C. Camp 76 

76 

.SiniiiL-i' Cam]>t>tll 75 

Lois P. Lawsoa 75 

Mrs. Packard 75 

Roger Hubbard 75 

Betsey Cadwell 75 

Mrs. LawtoD 75 

Mrs. Jacob F. Dodge 75 

1 homa.- Hazard 75 

lietjti H- \"aiL 75 

Hon. "Samuel Prend^ 75 

Sylvanus Ripley 75 

Margaret Moorcrofi 75 

N^hemiah Harvc> 75 

Dr. Reuben W. HH\ 75 

Sally Taplin 75 

Anna Hubbard 75 

Nal^ian Dod^'.- 75 

Polly Barton 74 

Mrs' Wheelock 74 

Mrs. John Walton 74 

Dr. Edward Lamb 74 

Isaac Freeman 74 

Mrs. Matthew 74 

Mrs. Kendall 74 

Francis Sniilh 74 

Susan .Abbott 74 

Anloine Rivers 74 

Richard Paine 74 

l^jiaJi SiKcr 74 

■■:■ ■■ ■" "■' ■■-Vvn 74 

■-'-'^■i';! 74 

' '"-O 74 

Daniel P. Thompson 74 

Fiederick -Marsh 74 

Dr. Charles Clark 74 

Mrs. John Giiard 74 

Jesse Hutchinson 74 

Mrs. Nye 73 

Mrs. Eliakim D. Persons 73 

Isaac Putnam 73 

Mrs. Elijah Nye 73 

lane Hathawav 73 
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864 

870 
870 

871 
872 
872 

^73 
874 

879 
826 

838 

842 

849 



864 Abby Langdon 73 

868 PhUomila Flint 73 

872 Hannah Patterson 73 

873 Phoebe Redway 73 

876 Mrs. Orange Fifield 7^ 

875 Richard Dillcin 73 

876 Mary M. Davis 73 

878 Orlena Hoyt 73 

836 Charles Bulkley 72 

837 Mrs. Holmes 72 

838 Mrs. Timothy Hatch 72 

837 Thomas Reed, Sr 72 

840 Lucy Trowbridge 72 

849 6ally Shepard 72 

858 Ann Wheaton 72 

Dr. Thomas C. Taplin 72 

William Moorcroft 72 

Stukely Angell 72 

Jeremiah Davis 72 

Constant W. Storrs 72 

Benjamin Brown 72 

Timothy Cross 72 

Col. Levi Boutwell 72 

Betsey Cadwell 72 

Mrs. Dodge 71 

Mrs. Partridge 71 

Mrs. Dexter May 71 

Mrs. Anna Cutler 71 

86b Samuel Forbes 71 

864 Calvin Warren 71 

864 Thomas Reed 71 

867 Dr. Charles B. Chandler 71 

878 Peter G. Smith 71 

880 Anson Davis .•. 71 

881 Mar)' Sargent 71 

839 Mrs. Collins 70 

839 Mrs. Burrell 70 

841 Ebenezer Lewis 70 

854 B. B. Dimmick 70 

854 Joshua Y. Vail 70 

854 Sophia B. Loomis 70 

854 Mrs. Peck 70 

854 Lucretia Prentiss 70 

854 James Taylor 70 

861 Samuel Abbott 70 

861 William P. Briggs 70 

David Fitzgibbons 70 

Anna O'Bnen 70 

Valentine Willey 70 

William B. Hubbard 70 

872 Nancy Johnson 70 

873 Luther Cross 70 

873 Daniel Willey 70 

875 Margaret Cooper 70 

875 Mary Gannon 70 

876 Allen Gallison 70 

879 Mary Donahue 70 

880 Mary Fenton 70 

873 Mrs. Daniel Baldwin 77 

Note. — In the preceding list are includ- 
ed the names of a few who for many years 
were residents of this town, but died while 

temporarily residing in some other place. 

B. 
42 



863 
863 
865 

871 



PERSONS RESIDING IN TOWN, OCT. 1 5, 1 88 1, 
IN THEIR 70TH YEAR AND OVER. 

Dr. Nathaniel C. King 92 

Lucy Mead 92 

Martha Rivers 91 

Joshua Bli.ss 88 

Lydia M. Warren 88 

John Murphy 86 

£nos Stimson 86 

Patrick Brodie 86 

Lucia Clark 86 

Joseph Wood 85 

Mary Gunnison 84 

Prudence Camp 84 

Rebecca Sweet 84 

Josephine Lavigne 84 

Betsey Haskins 84 

Clark Fisk 84 

Polly Cross 84 

Francis Labouchire 84 

tlvira Shafter 83 

Lucinda Stevens 83 

Andrew A. Sweet 83 

Appleton Fitch 83 

Peter Crapeau 83 

Polly M. Chadwick 82 

Loraine Riker 82 

Wooster Sprague 82 

Duran Stowell 82 

WilHam Kelly 82 

Joseph Felix 82 

Eben Gunnison 81 

Roxa Gould 80 

Orin Cummins 80 

Horatio N. Taplin 80 

Elisha P. Jewett 80 

James McLaughlin 80 

Abby S. Dodge 79 

Nelson A. Chase 79 

Sarah R. Cleaves 79 

Patrick Corry 79 

Clarissa Silloway 79 

Orange Fifield 78 

Dorothy Harran 78 

Lucy Snow 78 

Miranda C. Storrs 78 

Eliza Boutwell yy 

Susan R. Aiken yy 

Stephen Bennett yy 

Clarissa Chase 76 

Margaret Crapo 76 

Randall Darling 76 

Geo. S. Hubbard 76 

Eliia Hubbard 76 

Dorcas Maxham 76 

Nancy Sprague 76 

John F. Stone 76 

Henry W. Sabin 76 

Kendall T. Davis 76 

Snow Town 75 

Mary Tuttle 75 

Henry Nutt 75 

Eben Scribner 75 

John Slattery 75 

Patrick McManus 75 
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Julius H. Bostwick 73 accidents. 

Maria L. W. Reed 74 

Harriet L. Taplin 74 



Four persons have been killed i 



JacobSmilb '.'....'....'....'. 74 by the tailing oftreeh. PreHous to 1800. 

Emerson Demeriu 74 '•» ^^ east part of the town a )itde girl, a 

Michael Savage 74 . step-daughter of Benjamin Nash. »-as ap- 

h1JS^'^'!::::;::::;::::::::::;m p™^*^°« ''" ^'^ "'"' "^ "-"^ 

Marv L. Nutt 74 ■ t^own a (ree in the border of the woods 

Lonka Seymotir 74 "ciir iht hou-se, when the tree fell in the 

Joseph L. Scoville 74;direction in which she was making her 

Olive Fidt. ?3 wav, and killed her The second was a 

Sj-doev P. Redficld 73i . ^. , , i 

Rufus'R.Riker. „; voun? man named ChamherUia..()io was 

Nancy George 73 1 killtd by the JaJling of a tree in accDtial 

Sarah H. Nelson 73 part of the town in the year 1801. And 

I**? Q; ^- ^"* '■* i another bv the name of Robinson, during 

IraS. Town 73 Li , .u - ,■ 1 n j l 

JohnDememtt J^ that or the 1. l^.^-.n,- . ... »^ kUled by 

Charies H. Severance 72;tbe tailing of a tree in the north part of 

Moses Vatter 7^- the town. And yet another, an idiotic 

Susan E. Pitkin 7* ; man, bv the name' of Charles Da™, was 

S^'w.'°£,i:;:::;:;:;:::;::::;:gj|^»«"'>"™«"* """"s.") ""- 

Samuel Town 72 oertaking to get out of danger by niuung 

Judith Town 73 ; in the same direction in which the tree 

Hannah Dana 7' j had started to Jail. 

L"<^'°^^JJowc>. 71 I Atalaterperiod.asirangcrwasdrowoed 

Samuel Dodge 71 1 , ., , . . . 

EUza Houghton 7, ; while : _ wade through the nver 

Emeltne Lewis 7' , ni..r J. ,l.^,«.. ^.having mistaken tbeplaoe 

Jane Mcadowcroft 71 ] of fording. 

Nanci-^M. Paul 7" j jp 1824. TlrronLamphere was drowned 

Isaac Seymour 71'. . .,, , ,-, 

Marble ftussell 71 »n the mill-pond, while atteroptuig to swim 

Susan Flanders 7o!o%-eT. 

Clonina Guernsey 70 1 About 1822. Thomas, Jr., son of Thos. 

HomerW. HMton 7° j Davis, was actidenil) shot. 

Amira Deroentt 701 , „„ , '., , ,, , 

EiraF ifiro^l 70' '" ^°^"' " ""^ ">' "* name of Mead, 

Joseph Paro 70 from Middlesex, was kilted by the foiling 
nlia Rivets 70 of tl.e earth frum the excai-ateii bank in 

MarjSmith 70 the rear of the house of W W Cadueil. 

'^if^S,;;;.;;,::;;::::::;::;:;:?; u4,„„„.fE™»sH.i,b„d oc...=. 

p^tcrCayhue 70 '848, election day Mr. Hubbard. Or his 

Mary Cofiey 7° clerk, u-^i; weighlngout aparcel of powder 

John^Flynn 7o lu sor^.t ->!!: of -.V.^ crowd in the stons- 

^ N P^ "'." ','."'.^ room and around the door. Powder had 

Mary D. Slotrs 70 doubtless been scattered on the floor, in 

Mar^ Scovillc ■ .....70 filling the can from which it was being 

MarjTown.. 70 poured into tlie scales ; and one or more 

Joseph A Wing^ 7o persons were smoking cigars in the room. 

Erastus Hubbard 7o ^ , , , » . *• , . 

Edna Robinson 70 "hen suddenly a temdc explosion foUow- 

Samuel S- Kdton 69 ed. .\tt'< ll.-.mruh and a Mr Sanborn 

Margaret Bancroft 69 „ere so burned that thev did not sunive, 

"")<« S. Goodwin 69 and one or t«o others ^v'e^e sadiv maimed. 

Charles H. Cross 69 ^, ,, .. ,. ..^ . . ^ 

Caroline M. Cross 69 Mr. Hubbard s life, in consequence of the 

Eliakim P. Walton 69 i bums received, was for months <:e-paired 

ErastusCamp 69J of. He finally recovered, but wearing for 

Solon J. Y. Vail ^9; (^fg ,„^j,^ ^f ,1,^ accident. The second 
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floor of the building was lifted by the ex- 
plosion about half a foot, and the store 
set on fire, but the flames were soon ex- 
tinguished with little additional damage. 

Two &tal accidents from gunpowder oc- 
curred in blasting out the rock for the 
foundation of the second State House. 
Elisha Hutchinson, of Worcester, was 
struck down dead near the Insurance of- 
fice, by a stone thrown by a blast on the 
ledge about 30 rods ; and John W. Culver, 
a m^hanic of Montpelier, was the same 
season struck at the distance of 20 rods 
and killed, by a wooden roller placed over 
the mine to prevent the stones from flying ; 
while a young man by the name of Tucker, 
from Calais, one of the workmen on the 
State House foundation, was so injured by 
one of the blasts that he lost his eyesight 
and his prospects were ruined for life. 

In August, 1859, a promising son of 
Charles Lyman, aged about 12 years, was 
drowned at the mouth of Dog river, while 
bathing. 

In the spring of 1858, the body of a Mr. 
Williams, of Middlesex, an insane person, 
was found in the flume of Langdon's mill. 
About the same period a man, not a resi- 
dent of this town, drowned himself by 
forcing his way through a hole in the ice 
in the North Branch, a mile or two above 
the village. 

Aug. 9, 1863, Carlos J ., aged 1 1 years, son 
of Carlos Bancroft, was drowned, while 
bathing near the sand-bottom bridge. 

Jan. 14, 1864, Henry Crane, of this 
town, at one time High Sheriff of the 
County, was killed by the cars in New 
London, Canada. 

1864, a daughter of Alexander Noble, of 
10 years, was drowned in the Worcester 
Branch mill-pond. She was gathering 
flood- wood. 

Apr. 10, 1865, a soldier named Cushman 
was maimed for life by the premature db- 
charge of a cannon while firing a salute 
over the recent victories, he subsequently 
dying of the injuries in Boston. 

April 3, 1867, Peter Lemoine, aged 21, 
a blacksmith, was killed by the premature 
discharge of a cannon while firing a .salute 



over an election, and Alexander Jangraw 
was maimed for life. 

Aug. 3, 1867, John McGinn, aged 68, a 
stone mason, was thrown from his wagon 
when opposite the Bethany church, by his 
runaway horse, and instantly killed. 

In Apr. 1^70, Alexander Noble, of this 
town, while assisting in getting out a jamb 
of logs in the Connecticut river, was 
drowned. 

May 16, 1871, Chas. Braley, aged about 
18 years, while out hunting, accidentally 
ignited some powder which he carried 
loosely in his pocket, causing an explo- 
sion, which proved fatal a day or two 
after. 

Oct. I, 1872, John Braley, aged 21, a 
brother of the above, night watchman in 
the Central Vermont depot, was instantly 
killed while coupling cars in the depot. 

Aug. 3, 1872, Truman Best, a merchant 
in town, was drowned while out pleasure 
riding in a boat on the Langdon mill-pond. 
In trying to assist a party in another boat 
to recover an oar which they had lost, both 
boats were carried over the dam. The 
two boats contained five men, three of 
whom swam safely to the shore, but one 
of them, Fred W. Bancroft, was resaied 
in a very exhausted condition, while pas- 
ing underneath the Central railroad bridge, 
with ropes, while clinging to a boat. Mr. 
Best is supposed to have struck his head 
upon the rocks below the dam as he came 
over, and w^s made insensible. His body 
was not found for some days afterwards, 
the river being very much swollen at the 
time when it was found, about two miles 
below down the river. 

June 24, 1873, Johnnie, aged 10 years, 
son of Patrick Kane, was drowned while 
in bathing, at the mouth of the Worcester 
Branch. 

Mar. 4, 1874, Michael McMahon, an 
aged section man, was killed by cars, 
being caught by the side of the cars, while 
in motion, and the end of the depot. 

May 25, 1874, Alfred Goodnough, aged 
50, a farmer, while driving across the rail- 
road track near Sabin^s, was run into by a 
car, and received injuries which proved 
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&tal, he dying two da>-s after at Mr. 
Sabin's house. 

1874, a little daughter of John OX^rady 
fell finom the road opposite the madiine- 
shop into the river, and was drowned. 

July 22, 1875, Bessie, aged 5 ^-eais, a 
dan. of Rev. W. H. Lord, was thrown 
from the wagon by a runaway horse, while 
descending the hill road leading down 
from Gould hin to Wrightsville, and re- 
ceived injuries which proved £ital in a few 
hours. 

June 24, 1876, Erastus Lamphear, aged 
49, a carpenter and joiner, was blown from 
the roof of a bam which he was raising, 
and severely injured. He was carried to 
his residence, and died the following day. 

Sept. 23, 1876, Charles W. Bailey, one of 
Montpelier*s most worthy citizens and 
business men, was killed bv the cars at 
Essex Junction. 

Sept. 26, 1876, by a collision of two 
passenger trains on the Montpelier and 
Wells River railroad, near the residence of 
W. E. Hubbard, Benjamin F. .Merrill, en- 
gineer, of one of the engines, lost a leg, 
and several other train men being more or 
less injured. 

In June, 1877, Henry L. Hart, a young 
man, aged 23, started on a pleasure trip 
down the Winooski in a row boat, and 
was last seen near the mouth of the river 
at Burlington a few days afterwards. His 
hat and a few contents of the boat were 
picked up, but of his fiite nothing was ever 
learned. 

Aug. 1, 1879, Aaron M. Bumham, arch- 
itect and builder, of this town, was fatally 
injured while superintending the erection 
of a church at Lebanon, N. H., death en- 
suing two days after. 

Sept. I, 1879, Johnnie H., of 5 years, 
son of J. W. F. Washburn, whUe play- 
ing on the bank of the river near the eddy, 
feu in and was drowned. 

July 23, 1880, while firing a salute in 
front of the State Arsenal grounds, W^m. 
Henrj- Willey and Clark B. Roberts, by 
the premature discharge of the cannon, 
were severely injured, each losing an arm. 
Willey was an old soldier, and Roberts a 
young man. 



Sept. II, 1)^80, James M. Wade, aged 
19, a brakeman on the Montpelier and 
Wells River railroad, was thrown from the 
train near the State Fairgrounds, was ran 
over, and received injuries which proved 
fsLtal about a week after. 

Oct. 12, 18S1, Peter Marcott, Jr., aged 
29 years, a teamster, was instandy killed 
on East Mechanic street, his neck being 
broken, caused either by being thrown 
from his wagon seat, and striking upon 
his head as one of the wheels dropf>ed ioto 
a deep rut in the road, or by being struck 
upon the head by the wagon body, the 
horses starting up suddenly as he was 
about to get upon the seat. 

snciDES. 

In I So I. the wife of John Cutler de- 
stroyed herself by hanging, and a few 
years later. Miss Nancy Waugh drowned 
herself. 

June 10, 1S61, Henr) Boyden, aged 37, 
living just across the river on the Berlin 
side, hung himself. 

July 30, 1865, George V'. Rose, aged 
26, a U. S. recruiting officer stationed here, 
shot himself. 

Sept. 3, 1867, J. Fred Cross, aged 27, 
proprietor of the American House, shot 
himself. 

Nov. 27, 1867, John S. Collins, aged 30, 
died ver\' suddenly, and b supposed to have 
taken poison purposely. 

Jan. 17, 1870, William Monsier, aged 
42. destroyed his life by drinking muriatic 
acid. After lingering three days, he died 
a most horrible death. 

Sept. 187 1, Isaac Scribner, aged 66, 
hung himself. 

Aug. 29, 1873, Albert N. Daniels shot 
himself, after attempting to take the life of 
another by shooting. 

Oct. 25, Rawsel R. Keith, aged 84, 
who had 'been a long sufferer from kidney 
disease, ended his sufferings by taking a 
dose of laudanum. 

Apr. 14, 1875, ^lary Clancy hung her- 
self, insanity supposed to be the cause 
from religious excitement. 

.Aug. 8. 1875, Oaniel K. Bennett, a gun- 
smith, shot himself in a moment of insan- 
ity. 
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Apr. 6, 1876, William J. Rogers, aged 
30, a traveling agent, by taking poison. 

June 6, 1876, Mrs. Mary Churchill, aged 
32, being deranged for some months, took 
her life by hanging herself. 

June 19, 1877, Harvey W. Cilley, aged 
34, hung himself. 

June 30, 188 1, Jesse Hutchinson, aged 
74, by taking poison. 

CRIMES. 

In 1840, an Irishman was killed in a 
fight with one of his countrymen, near the 
old Arch Bridge, and the homicide was 
tried and sent to the State Prison^ but in a 
few years pardoned. 

April 25, 1867, Patrick Fitzgibbons was 
killed on State street. He was intoxicated, 
and quarreled with three traveling agents 
in the Village Hall, where they were at- 
tending a dance. The agents leaving the 
hall, Fitzgibbons followed, accompanied 
by a companion, his brother-in-law. An 
officer, anticipating trouble, followed them. 
When passing through the alley-way, he 
came upon Fitzgibbons, who was in a sit- 
ting position in a chair, which he carried 
from the hall, dead, having been stabbed 
through the heart. All were arrested and 
acquitted, it always remaining a mystery 
whether he was killed by one of the agents, 
or by his brother-in-law through a mis- 
take, the night being very dark. 

Oct. 1864, Patrick Branigan, who had 
just returned home from three years' ser- 
vice in the war as a member ot the ist Vt. 
Battery, very mysteriouely disappeared. 
He was last heard of late at night, return- 
ing home in an intoxicated condition, sing- 
ing on his way. When nearly to his 
house, which was opposite the Washing- 
ton County jail, his voice suddenly ceased. 
His not putting in an appearance the fol- 
lowing day, foul play was suspected, as he 
had quite a large sum of money on his 
person. The river which passes in the 
rear of the house was very high at the 
time. Thinking that his body might be 
found in the river, it was dragged as soon 
as possible, but was not found, and his 
fate yet remains a mystery. 

Aug. 29, 1873, Albert N. Daniels, an 



employee of the Montpelier Manufacturing 
Company, attempted to take the life of a 
young lady, an employee of the same 
works, with whom he was keeping com- 
pany. He fired two shots at her with a 
revolver, only one taking effect, and that 
not proving fatal. After sbooting two 
shots at her, he shot himself through the 
heart, instantly expiring. The act was 
committed during the working hours in 
the room in which the lady was employed. 

On Sept. 27, 1880, Joseph Dumas, of 
Northfield, who formerly resided at Mont- 
pelier, came to the latter place, and was 
last seen on the street that evening. A 
week later his body was found in the 
Branch, just below the Academy bridge, 
with several cuts upon the head. Parties 
last seen with him were strongly suspected 
of foul play, but sufficient evidence could 
not be obtained to warrant their arrest. 

FIRES. 

The number of disastrous fires which 
had occurred in town previous to i860 are 
small. The first one, it is believed, was 
in 180 1, when the first frame school house, 
standing near the west end of the old bury- 
ing ground on the Branch, accidently 
caught fire and was consumed. 

In Dec, 18 1 3, a fire occurred which re- 
sulted in the entire destruction of the large 
two-story cotton-mill, that had been for 
some time in successful operation at the 
river falls, not far from the site now occu- 
pied by E. W. Bailey's grist mill. 

August, 1 8 13, barn of J. B. Wheeler, 
Esq., with most of his crop of new hay, 
was struck by lightning. 

In 181 5, the dwelling house of Seth Par- 
sons was burned, at a loss of $1,500. 

Winter of 18 f 6, a school-house on East 
hill, while the school was being kept by 
Shubael Wheeler. 

December, 18 18, a paper mill and cloth- 
ing works occupying the old site of the 
cotton factory, was burned, with a loss of 
about $4,000. 

About 1820, dwelling-house of Abijah 
Howard. 

In 1822, the blacksmith shop of Joseph 
Howes was burned, and the same year the 
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old Academy building was totally con- 
sumed by fire. 

1824, two-stor)' house of the late Hon. 
David Wing, Jr. 

In March, 1826, occurred, considering 
the loss of life and personal injuries, the 
most cdamitous fire, perhaps, ever expe- 
rienced in town up to that time. The wool- 
en £<ictory and grist mill, on the falls of 
the North Branch, owned by Araunah 
Waterman and Seth Parsons, caught fire 
about daybreak, and was totally consumed, 
causing a loss of many thousand dollars to 
the proprietors. 

While the fire, which, when discovered, 
had gained too much head^-ay to leave 
much hope of saving the factor}*, was 
raging in one part of the lower story, Mr. 
Waterman, Mr. Joel Mead, and Robert 
Patterson, a leading workman in the es- 
tablishment, made their way to the upper 
story, and fell to work to gather up and 
throw firom one of the windows what cloths 
and stock they supposed they might have 
time to save. But the fire below spread 
with such unexpected rapidity, that before 
they were aware of any danger, the fire 
burst into the room, cutting ofi* their re- 
treat downward bv the stairs, and even 
preventing access to the windows the 
least elevated from irregular ground be- 
neath. At this crisis Mr. Waterman, 
closely followed by Mr. Mead, made a des- 
perate rush through the smoke and flame 
for a window in the end of the building 
next the Branch, stove out the sash with 
the heel of his boot, and threw himself 
half suffocated through the aperture to the 
rough and frozen ground or ice some 30 
feet below. Mr. Mead followed in the 
perilous leap, and they were both taken up 
nearly senseless from the shock, terribly 
bruised and considerably burned in the 
fiice and hands. But none of their bones 
were broken, and they both in a few weeks 
recovered. Nothing more was seen of the 
Bated Patterson except his charred skel- 
eton, which was found in the ruins after 
the fire subsided. For some reason he 
had decided not to follow Mr. Waterman 
and Mr. Mead in the only way of escape 
then left open to them, and the next min- 



ute probably perished in the smoke and 
fire which must then suddenlv have en- 
veloped him. 

May, 1827, a two-story wooden build- 
ing, standing on the site of the present 
Argus building, and then owned and oc- 
cupied by Wiggins & Seeley as a store, was 
burned, causing a loss of probably not 
over $2,000. 

April, 1828, a paper mill owned by Goss 
& Reed, of Montpelier, situated at the 
h\\s on the Berlin side of the river, was 
burned : loss about $4,000. 

1834, the oil mill and saw mill, in the 
former of which was W. Sprague*s machine 
shop, standing also on the Berlin side of 
the river, but mostly owned and worked 
by Montpelier men, were both wholly 
burned. 

Feb. 1835, ^hc fii^t Union House, built 
by Col. Davis about 45 years before, caught 
fire about middav, and was entirelv con- 
sumed : loss about $3,000. 

1842, the dwelling-house of O. H. Smith, 
Esq., caught fire, and the roof part of the 
building was destroyed. 

1843, the new brick Court House, stand- 
ing near the present one, was burned, but 
the records and files were mostly saved. 

1848, school-house in the Wheeler dis- 
trict. 

1849, ^^^^ of John Gallison, with hay, 
five horses and colts. 

1849, dwelling-house, bam and sheds of 
Charles Bumh^m. 

1853, the dwelling-house of Harr)- Rich- 
ardson, near the Union House, was wholly 
destroyed by fire. 

1854, the building of Ira Town, occu- 
pied by him as a goldsmith's shop, stand- 
ing on the present .site of A. A. Mead's 
shop, was burned in part, and the adjoin- 
ing building of the Patriot office consider- 
ably injured. 

1854, also, the roof part of the upper 
story of Walton's book-store was destroy- 
ed by fire, and but for the timely striking 
of a shower on the excessively drj- roofs, 
that whole block of wooden buildings 
would probably have been destroyed. 

1854, was burned a two-stor}- house 
standing back of the old .Masonic Hall. 
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1854, dwelling-house of Orrin Slayton. 

1854, three barns of Orlando F. Lewis. 

Within the year 1857, two small houses 
were burned near the brick-yard, and one 
near Keith's lodge. 

1858, school-house in Henry Nutt's 
school district. 

1858, a new one-story house of Mr. Cook- 
son, on the road leading from the cooper's 
shop north, through the great pasture, 
was burned ; and in the beginning of the 
next year, another building erected by the 
same man, on the same spot, was also 
burned down. 

December, 1859, the large three-story 
brick and wood, second Union House, val- 
ued about $5,000, was destroyed by fire. 
• We make the whole to i860, but 24; 
and the property destroyed, except the 
State House, which was public property, 
to come within $50,000. Was ever a village 
of the size, in this respect, more favored ? 

i860, the old Harran house, on Upper 
Elm street, burned. 

1861, a house occupied by Thos. Arm- 
strong, in rear of the Burnham hotel. 

1862, the store of William W. Cadwell, 
on Main street, was consumed. 

Jan. 1863, Mrs. Chas. G. Eastman's 
house, on Main street, was partially con- 
sumed. 

In the spring of 1864, the present Union 
House was nearly destroyed. 

Mar. 24, 1868, dry house of Lane Man- 
ufacturing Company consumed. 

Sept. 2, 1868, R. H. Whittier's slaugh- 
ter house, up the ** Branch,'' consumed. 

Jan. 29, 1870, L S. Town & C. W. 
Storrs' block, on State street, partly con- 
sumed. 

Apr. 26, 1870, Daniel P. Thompson's 
residence, on Barre street, consumed. 

Dec. 29, 1870, the Vt. Mutual Fire In- 
surance Co's. new building badly damaged. 

Jan. 26, William Moorcroft's Woolen 
Factory, at Wrightsville, consumed. 

Sept. 18, 187 1, Grovner B. Paine's 
house, on North street, consumed. 

1872, Lane Manufacturing Company's 
second dry house consumed. 

Dec. 5, 1872, Chas. Reed's residence, 
on State street, badly damaged. 



May, 1873, Stephen Cochnin's resi- 
dence, on Seminary Hill, consumed. 

Mar. 12, 1875, the first great fire; May 
I, the second. 

Feb. 28, 1875, Andrew Burnham's house, 
on Court street, considerably damaged. 

Apr. 22, 1875, W. A. Boutelle's black- 
smith shop, on Elm street, consumed. 

May, 1875, a house belonging to Bart 
Scribner, up the *• Branch." 

Dec. 27, 1875, one of the Pioneer Man- 
ufacturing shops burned. 

Feb. 1876, Alonzo Redway's residence, 
on Court street ; loss $5,000. 

Aug. 9, T. O. Bailey's barns, on Mid- 
dlesex street; loss $1,200. 

Aug. 21, Wm. E. Hubbard's bam, on 
Barre street ; loss $600. 

Nov. 13, E. D. Grey's paint shop, on 
Main street ; loss $800. 

In 1877 1^0 fire occurred, and also in 
1874. 

Aug. 26, 1878, Louis Barney's barn, on 
North street, consumed. 

January 3, 1878, A destructive fire at 
Wrightsville — A. A. Green's residence and 
blacksmith shop and Ezra D. Rawlins' 
residence. 

Oct. 1 1, a barn on Gould Hill, belong- 
ing to Henry Cummins. 

Dec. 30, the school-house near Henry 
Nutt's place. 

Apr. 23, 1879, a barn belonging to A. 
D. Bancroft, on North street. 

June 20, Geo. Jacob's barn, on Main 
street, consumed ; loss $600. 

June 21, a house belonging to Medad 
Wright, up the ** Branch," consumed. 

Sept. 2, 1880, a storehouse belonging to 
C.H. Heath, on Barre street, consumed. 

Oct. 3, 1880, W. E. Dunwoodie's res- 
idence, on Upper Main street, consumed ; 
loss $1,500. 

Jan. 8, 1881, C. W. Willard's residence, 
on State street, badly damaged. 

Jan. 17, one of the Cab Shop buildings 
burned, on the Berlin side. 

Apr. II, a bam belonging to J. R. 
Langdon, on Barre street, consumed. 

Aug. 4, 1 88 1, a new slaughter house on 
upper North street, owned by W. L. Le- 
land, was consumed. 
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In the year of 1875, Montpelier was 
visited by two very destructive fires, in- , 
volving the loss of many thousand dollars. ' 
The first of these fires broke out about one 
o'clock in the morning of March 12, in a 
one and one-half story wooden building on 
Main street, owned by Thomas W. Wood, 
and occupied by Joseph D. Clogston as a 
tin shop. This was consumed, and the 
two adjoining ones on the east side, the 
first owned by Carlos Bancroft, a story 
and a half wooden building, occupied by 
Peck & Cummins, leather dealers, was 
also consumed ; and the second, a two and 
a half storj' wooden building, owned by 
James R. Langdon, and occupied by 
Barrows & Peck, hardware and stoves, 
was partly consumed. This fire was hardly 
under control when fire was discovered 
breaking out through the roof of Ira S. 
Town's three-story — and the C. W. Storrs' 
estate — wooden building, on State street. 
This was consumed, and the three-story 
brick block on the south sfde, owned by 
Timothy J. Hubbard, the adjoining build- 
ings on the north side, the first a new, 
three-story brick block, owned by Erastus 
Hubbard : the second, a large, three-story 
wooden building, owned by Fred E. Smith, 
and the Rialto, owned by W. A. Boutelle 
and Eli Ballou, were next consumed, and 
Eli Ballou's three-story wooden building 
was partly burned before the fiames were 
stayed. In the rear of these was a story 
and a half wooden building, owned by T. 
J. Hubbard, and used as a tenement and 
storehouse, which was also burned. Aid 
was summoned from Barre, which was 
responded to by an engine and company. 
Nine buildings were burned, and twenty 
business men and firms burned out, be- 
sides three law firms, a dentist, photog- 
rapher, and four societies. The firms 
burned out were, on Main street, J. D. 
Clogston, stoves and tin shop; Peck & 
Cummins, leather dealers ; Barrows & Peck, 
hardware and stoves. On State street, C. 
B. Wilson, drugs and medicines ; Geo. L. 
Nichols, clothing ; Ira S. Town, jeweler ; 
Orrin Daley, fruit and restaurant ; S. C. 
Woolson, merchant tailor ; A. A. Mead, 
jeweler : T. C. Phinney, books and sta- 



tionery ; Jangraw & Meron, barbers ; Chas. 
Keene, jeweler ; C. H. Freeman, photog- 
rapher; W. A. Boutelle, millinery; E. H. 
Towne, merchant tailor ; J . O'Grady, boot- 
maker; T. W. McKee, sewing machines; 
State Treasurers oflSce, C. H. Heath, L. 
L. Duraut, and Gleason & Field's law of- 
fices. Masonic hall. Naiad Temple of 
Honor hall. Post Brooks G. A. R. hail, 
and Sovereigns of Industry hall. The 
total loss on buildings and goods was 
about $75,000, with an insurance of about 
$47»ooo. 

The only accident that occured was by 
the falling of the ruins of the Rialto build- 
ing, under which Wm. T. Dewey, a fire- 
man, was buried, but escaping with a 
broken leg. 

The business firms had hardly got es- 
tablished in their new or temporary quar- 
ters, when they were visited by the second 
great fire, more destructive than the first. 
This, like the first, broke out on the west 
side of Main street, in the rear end of Jef- 
ferson Bruce's brick building, at about 
12 : 30 o'clock on the morning of May i. 
There being a high wind at the time, the 
flames spread very rapidly. All the build- 
ings on that side of the street running 
south as far as the Montpelier and Wells 
River railroad depot were soon consumed, 
and also the James R. Langdon building 
on the north side, partly destroyed by the 
previous fire. All of the buildings on the 
opposite side of the street, from the Fred- 
erick Marsh residence to the railroad track, 
and from the head of Barre street up the 
street as far as the residence of Joel Foster, 
Jr., on one side, and the residence of 
Louis P. Gleason on the other, were laid 
in ashes in a few short hours, making- a 
total of thirty-eight buildings burned, only 
three 6f them brick, the rest wooden, and 
most of them very old, among them being 
the old Shepard stand and the Col. Jon- 
athan P. Miller house. The buildings 
burned were owned by following parties : 
West side. Main street, a story and a half 
brick building, J. Bruce; two large bams 
in the rear, T. J. Hubbard; new, two- 
story wooden building, new, three-story 
wooden one, tenement house and out- 
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buildings, all owned by James G. French ; 
one-story wooden one, by D. K. Bennett; 
two-story and a half wooden one, by N. C. 
Bacon ; another of the same material and 
dimensions, the old Shepard tavern, and a 
new, one-story wooden buildlDg, all owned 
by Eben Scribner. On the east side oi 
the street, the old Frederick Marsh store, 
the residences and out-buildings of Mrs. 
John Wood, WiUiam C. Lewis, and Mr. 
Lewis' blacksmith shop, Mrs. Timothy 
Cross' residence, the large, four-story 
wooden building, owned by Mrs. C. B. 
Wilson, Mr. Zenas Wood's residence, with 
out-buildings, the old Miller house, owned 
by Andrew Murray. On Barre street, 
south side, the residence and out-buildings 
of Mrs. B. M. Clark, Geo. S. Hubbard 
and Carlos L. Smith, and a tenement 
house of Mrs. Clark. Barre street, ^north 
side, Mrs. R. W. Hyde's residence, and 
brick house owned by James R. Langdon. 
Fifteen business firms were burned out, 
one livery stable, a carriage-maker and 
blacksmith, and forty families. The bus- 
iness firms were : W. A. Boutelle, milli- 
nery; R. T. Eastman, carriage-maker; 
John Q. Adams, livery; H. C. Webster, 
dry goods; Putnam & Marvin, W. I. 
goods; N. P. Brooks, hardware: D. K. 
fiennet, gunsmith ; N. C. Bacon, auction 
store; Barrows & Peck, stoves, tin and 
hardware; Henry Cobb, marble dealer; 
Geo. M. Scribner, stoves and tin ware ; 
Hyde & Foster, iron and heavy hardware ; 
J. D. Clogston, tin ware; Philip Preston, 
W. I. goods. Families burned out on 
Main street, west side, were: J. Bruce, 
H. C. Webster. Fred. W. Morse, E. N. 
Hutchins, A. W. Edgerly, Geo. S. West, 
Elisha Walcott, Mrs. Harris, Geo. W. 
Parmenter, Chas. T. Summers, Oilman D. 
Scribner, Oliver P. Thompson ; Main, east 
side, C. W. Selinas, Frank Keyes, Jerome 
J. Pratt, Mrs. Glysson, 2^nas Wood, Mr. 
L Lovely, Mrs. S. C. Gray, Mrs. Mary 
Lamb, Miss Selinas, Mrs. Dyer Richard- 
son, Mrs. Timothy Cross, Wm. C. Lewis, 
Mrs. John Wood, Philip Preston, Mrs. 
Frederick Marsh, Carlos W. Norton ; Barre 
street, south side, Mrs. B. M. Clark, Chas. 
T. Thurston, C. M. Pitkin, Peter Nathan, 



Moses Morey, Joseph Felix, Mrs. Aurelia 
Allard, Carl L. Smith, Hiram B. Wood- 
ward ; north side, Mrs. R. W. Hyde, and 
Col. C. B. Wilson. 

The flames Spread so rapidly, and the 
heat being so intense, very little time was 
given to remove the goods and furniture 
from the burning buildings. What was 
removed and carried into the street was 
soon burned. Many £unilies and some 
business men lost their all, the total loss 
being about $120,000, with an insurance 
of about $75,000. 

Several firemen and citizens were quite 
severely burned in their efforts to stay the 
flames and in saving goods. Many build- 
ings in various parts of the village caught 
fire from the £d]ingcinders, and with great 
effort were extinguished. The light of the 
fire was seen for many miles in towns 
about us, and within a radius of twenty 
miles it was as light as day, people being 
awake thinking that the fire was that of 
some near neighbor's buildings. In the 
appeals for aid sent out, Barre and North- 
field each responded by sending fire en- 
gines and men, and at dawn the fire was 
under control. Daylight presented a sad 
picture from the State street bridge to the 
Montpelier and Wells River depot, and as 
far as Joel Foster's house, on Barre street, 
but three buildings remaining standing — 
T. J . Hubbard's brick and wooden build- 
ings on the comer, and Carlos Bancroft's 
brick building adjoining. 

Never was more energy displayed than 
in the rebuilding of the burned districts, 
the smoke having barely cleared away when 
several large and splendid brick blocks 
were under way in the course of erection, 
some of them occupied within four months. 

May 25, 1880, the Court House burned, 
leaving only the outside walls standing ; 
loss $15,000. *It had been remodeled and 
enlarged the previous year, an extension 
of 22 feet having been added in the rear, 
the whole costing about $10,000. All the 
books and records of value were saved, 
the only loss being the files of the news- 
papers published in town for many years 
back, all being a total loss. 
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Jan. 6, 1857. the State House, which 
was being warmed up on the eve of the sep^ 
tenan' Constitutional Convention, caught 
fire from the furnace, and all but the empty 
granite walls, with their brick linings, was 
destroyed, and all the contents, except the 
librar}*, which was got out, and the books 
and papers in the safe of the Secretar}* of 
State's office, a few articles of furniture 
and the portrait of Washington, was re- 
duced to a heap of ruins. 

BURNING OF THE STATE HOUSE. 
BY JOSKMI A. WIICO, K8Q. 

O^er MoDtpeller, beaoteoos town, 
Tbe atuules of nl^t were clodns <iowv: 
Tlie loTely moon, tbe queen of nl^ht, 
Wm drlTteff on ber chariot brigfat; 
And star on star their Inlnenee lent, 
TUl flowed with f re the f mmment. . 
Tbe wind was blowing high and tlrong. 
And awept In fearfViI gnata along: 
Tbe piereing cold had cleared the street 
Of merry Toloe and bosjr ftet,— 
And gathered *roand the cheerfbl bearlh. 
The amOIng fSwe, tbe aoeial mirth, 
SbowHI that the night was gaily past, 
WhUe ontward bowled the roaring blast. 

What means that wUd and startling cry. 

To which the echoing hills reply? 

First fccble, low. and fklnt and mild; 

Thai kmd, and terrible and wild. 

*Tls f re! Are! that awftal aonnd! 

Fire! fre! fire! the h. lis resound! 

Now rising neai^-now beard alkr, 

Tbe stillness of the night to mar, 

JolnVl with the wind*S wild roaring, hear 

Tlie cry of fre borst on the ear! 

Forth Ik^m the bearth, tbe shop, the store. 

At that dread sound, the mjrriads poor— 

And, gathering as they pass along. 

Each street and alley swells the throng. 

Hie raUUng engines passing by, 

Tbe roaring wind, the lamm cry, 

Tbe ringing bells, the wild aflHght, 

8Uil add new terrors to tbe night. 

See yonder grand and stately pile. 
With lofty dome, and beaateocs aisle. 
Oar Tillage glory and onr pride. 
Whose granite walls old Time defied ; 
Her balls of state, her works of art. 
Both please the eye, and charm the heart. 

Tbe moon*s pale light on those dark walls 
Coldly now Is gleaming: ; 

But in her proud and lofty balls j 

A wilder light Is streaming. 

Now gaily dancing to and fto. 

Now upward speeds Its flight— ' 

See! on Its dome, now capped with snow, 

Tbe flame doth spread Its fearftil glow 

Of purple light. 

Tlie wind roars loud, tbe flames flash high, < 
Leaping and dancing to the sky ; 

Willie in tbe rooms below, j 

From ball to ball resistless rushing. 
From doors and windows Airlous gushing— > 

Oil ! bow sublime the show ! 



Dark clouds of smoke ^read Ikr and wide. 
And balls of fire on erery side 

Fall like tbe anuunn baU; 
Before the Airy of the blast, 
Tbe mahlng flames, that spread so flnt. 

The heart of man may <|nall. 

Ah, man, how Ibeble is thy power. 
In that dread and flpaiAil boar 

When flamea are ladling firee 
From lofty q>lres and windows high. 
And doods of smoke ohaeare the sky. 
As onward, on, the flamea mA by 

In wildest rcTelry I 

Roar on, fleree flame; beneath thj power 
The works of years, tn one abort how. 

Are swept from earth away ; 
And nought U left of all their pride. 
But ashes, scattered flur and wide. 
And crumbUng walls, with smoke daifc-dyed. 

Spread out In disarray. 

That lofty pile, one hour ago,— 
Tbe State's Just pride, the Nation** 
Capp*d with lu bright and Tirgln 

In beauty shone: 
Tlie next, a mass of mined walls. 
Of columns broke, and bamlug balls,- 

Its beauty flown. 



FLOODS. 

From incontestible indications, it ap- 
pears the water in the unprecedented rise 
of the Winooski in the flood of 1785, rose 
some three or four feet higher than the 
highest parts of State street. This would 
have submerged nearly every acre of the 
whole of the present site of Montpelier 
village from one to a dozen feet, from the 
rise of the hills on one side to that of the 
corresponding ones on the other side. 

Floods filling the channels of the river 
and branch to the tops of their banks, with 
overflows in all the lower places, were of 
almost yearly occurrence during the first 
20 years after the settlement of the town. 
But the first one that hdrly overflowed the 
banks and came into the streets to much 
extent, occurred, as far as we have been 
able to ascertain, in the summer about 
18 10, the water submerging all the lower 
parts of Main and State streets, bursting 
over the western bank of the branch just 
above State street bridge, tearing out the 
earth near the bridge, rendering the street 
nearly impassible for wagons, and leaving, 
on the subsiding of the flood, a [X)nd hole 
6 or 8 feet deep and 20 wide, extending to 
the border of the street. Into this hole 
one of the lawyers blundered on a dark 
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night some time afterwards, as we recollect 
from the circumstance that the wags of 
the village dubbed him for the time, 
"Walk-in-the-Water," in allusion to the 
name of the Indian chief, who, about the 
same time, had in some way become known 
to the public. 

In this hole was subsequentiy drowned, 
from falling in during a dark evening. 
Carver ShurtlefF, a litUe man with a big 
voice, noted for expertness in flax-dressing 
and his propensity for trading in dogs. 

March 24, 25, 1826, on the breaking up 
of the river, an unusuaUy high spring flood 
swept away the old trestie-bridge lead- 
ing across the river to Berlin, and car- 
ried off the grist mill of James H. Lang- 
don, on the Berlin side. This flood oc- 
curred in the night, and was entirely 
unexpected. Probably less than a dozen 
people witnessed it, and can testify to the 
peril in which many families were placed. 
As the ice broke up above Langdon's mill, 
it formed a dam upon the bridge and piers, 
and almost the entire river was turned 
through what is now Barre street and the 
lower part of Main street, in a body like a 
wall or large wave. My informant saw it 
coming near the Shepard tavern, was 
forced to run with all speed, and found no 
refuge until he reached the portico of the 
Union House. Fortunately this change in 
the course of the river lasted but a few 
minutes, else many houses would have 
been swept off. The bridge gave way, 
and with it the dam, taking a part of one 
of the paper mills and the river wall of 
Langdon^s grist mill, and on the following 
day the grist mill fell into the stream. 

Sept. 1828, occun^d the first of what 
are called the two great floods at Mont- 
pelier village. After nearly three days of 
almost continued rain, which grew more 
copious every day, and ended with an ex- 
cessively heavy and prolonged shower on 
the night of the 4th, the water rose 4 or 5 
feet higher than had been known since the 
town was settled, and nearly the whole 
village, cellars, streets and ground floors 
were inundated . Two bridges and a bam , 
on the North Branch, were swept away, 
and fences, wood-piles and lumber along 



the banks very generally carried down 
stream. The office of the writer of these 
pages was then in Langdon^s great brick 
building on the comer. His boarding- 
place was at W. W. CadwelPs, on the op- 
posite side of the street, and a pretty cor- 
rect idea of the depth of the water may be 
had in the fact, which we distinctiy re- 
member, that at noon, when the water had 
attained its height, Mr. Cadwell came for 
us in a skiff, and running it into the entry- 
way leading to the offices on the second 
floor, took us in from the third stair, and 
rowing us across the street and into the 
front hall, landed us on the fourth stair 
leading to the chambers of his own house, 
where the cooking for the family on that 
day could only be done. 

The second, and still greater, of these 
floods, was July 29, 1830, when the water, 
rose full 6 inches higher than in the last, 
and ran over the window-sills and into the 
lower rooms of several houses around the 
head of State street. The two lower 
bridges over the Branch were again swept 
away. The office building of Joshua Y. 
Vail, on State street, was floated off, and 
lodged in a low branching tree near the 
old Episcopal church, from which it 
was afterwards lowered down, and drawn 
back to its old stand. Two other small 
buildings, standing near the bank of the 
Branch, were carried down stream, and 
wholly broken up in the rapids below the 
village. Much damage was occasioned by 
this great flood, but it was marked by the 
still greater calamity of the loss of life. 
Nathaniel Bancroft, of Calais, a middle- 
aged farmer of considerable property, was 
drowned. We then resided near the east- 
erly end of Main street, on the swell where 
Carlos Bancroft now lives. Towards noon, 
at the height of the water, we threw to- 
gether a few plank in the edge of the water 
which came to the foot of that rise, about 
10 rods from the Loomis house, near the 
residence of Dr. Charles Clark, mounted 
our rude raft with a setting pole, and 
sailed through the entire length of Main 
street to the end of the Arch Bridge over 
the river. When about midway on the 
voyage, Mr. Bancroft, with one or two 
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others from the same quarter, who had 
come down to see the flood, rushed past 
us on the sidewalk, which was covered with 
less depth of ^*ater, all evidently much ex- 
cited by the novelties of the scene, and, 
regardless of a wetting, making their way 
through the water as £ast as possible 
toward the comer, where the greatest 
damage was expected to occur. As we 
were nearing the old Shepard tavern stand, 
a pile of wood at the north-easterly end of 
the bam began to rise, tumble and float 
away in the strong, deep current, which 
here made from the street through by the 
way of the bam towards the confluence of 
the branch and the river. At this junc- 
ture, the luckless Bancroft, who had just 
reached a dr\' place before the bam door, 
and stood eating a cracker, rushed down 
into the water with the idea of saving 
some of the wood, and not being aware 
how rapidly the ground fell ofi* here, was 
in a moment beyond his depth, and sunk 
to rise no more. When liis body was re- 
covered, 20 or 30 minutes afterwards, his 
mouth was found full of half-masticated 
cracker, life gone beyond all the arts of 
resuscitation. It is probable he was stran- 
gled at the outset, and, as others have 
been known to do, died almost instantly. 

There have been numerous partial over- 
flows of the streets at various times, filling 
up grocer)' and other cellars, and doing 
injuries to bridges, mills and other build- 
ings, by sudden winter floods and the con- 
sequent breaking up and damming of the 
ice in the streams, within, above and below 
the village. Among these was one that 
suddenly occurred in Februar}', 1825, in 
the middle of a night preceded by a re- 
markably warm and heavy rain. There 
was a ball at the Union House that night, 
and as John Pollard, of Barre, with his 
sisters and others, were retuming from 
the ball, their team became completely 
imprisoned on a litUe knoll in a road 
about a mile above the nllage, by mons- 
trous blocks of the disrupting ice of the 
river, which w^ere being driven with amaz- 
ing force into the road immediately above 
and below. The party escaped to the 
hills, and the ladies waded through the 



snow, two feet deep, to a house half a mile 
distant, while the team was not extracted 
tUl the next morning. Another sudden 
breaking up of the ice occurred in January, 
1840, in the evenii^, after a warm, rainy 
aftemoon. The ice, broken up in the 
river above, was, under the impetus of the 
rising water and a strong south wind, 
driven through the whole length of the 
mill pond, three-fourths of a mile, in about 
10 minutes. It was suddenly brought to 
a stand at the narrowing of the channel at 
the Arch Bridge, when half the whole 
river was thrown over all the lower part of 
Barre street, and for a short time all the 
buildings on that part of the street were in 
imminent danger of being swept away. 
Before much damage was done, however, 
Mr. Langdon's mill dam was crushed 
down and forced away beneath the tre- 
mendous pressure of the ice above, when 
the river at once fell back into its ordi- 
nary channel. 

Of the several great floods that have oc- 
cured in town that of Oct. 4, 1869, was the 
greatest of them all. On Saturday even- 
ing, Oct. 2. a severe rain storm set in, and 
continued to pour with scarcely a moments 
interruption until the middle of Mon- 
day aftemoon. The river banks began to 
overflow about 3 o*clock in the aftemoon 
on Monday. About this time the Sand 
Bottom bridge across the Branch above 
the dam was carried away. It passed the 
Foundr}- bridge without doing any dam- 
age, but the Academy bridge was carried 
ofi* when this one struck it. The Union 
House bridge also gave away when struck 
by these. As these neared the Post-office 
bridge great alarm was felt for the safet}* 
of the Rialto block. Fortunately the build- 
ing was strong enough to withstand the con- 
cussion received from them when they 
struck the bridge. The only damage done 
was the raising up of the upper side of the 
bridge several feet. The water continued 
to rise very rapidly until about 6.30 P. M., 
when it was at its greatest height, remain- 
ing at this point until about 8 o*clock, 
when it began to fall. At 5 o'clock on the 
following morning the streets were again 
passable. The depth of the w-ater in the 
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streets and around the village, except on 
the high lands, when at its greatest height. 
was from two to sU feet, our streets in 
many parts of the village having been 
raised up from one to two feet since that 
time. At the head of State street and on 
MaJD it was about three and a half feet, 
down State street below the Post-ofBce 
bridge from five to sin feet. In the bar 
room of the American house the water 
was some two and a half feet in depth, it 
l>eiog over the top of the cook stove in the 
kitchen. Many ludicrous scenes were 
witnessed in the attempts to save swine, 
cattle and horses. A large number of 
h(^s under the barns at the American 
tjpusc were first removed into the l>ar 
room and then carried to the chambers 
alxive. The Washington County court 
beii^ in session at the time, the court 
ofEcials, lawyers, jurymen, etc., were con- 
veyed to their boarding places in a boat by 
Mr. James R. Langdon, the boat rowing 
into the eourt house yard, and taking them 
from the steps. Among those who had 
narrow escapes from drowning were Mr. 
James G. Slafter of this town, and Mr. 
Tucker of Northtield, who in attempting 
to get from the depot to the Pavilion, got 
on to Mr. Dewey's hay scales, which were 
floating down the street. Failing to man- 
age their unwieldty bark, they were carried 
down the street as they were, being drawn | 
into the current, but saved themselves by 
catching the limbs of the trees near where i 
Mr. Badord now lives, from which they 
were saved by a boat. I 

A very laughable scene was that of a boat 
load being conveyed from the court house 
to the Pavilion. When opposite that ho- 
tel, the boat struck the top of a hitching 
post as it was passing over it, and cap- 
sized. They all scrambled to their feet 
and waded into this hotel. At 6 o'clock, | 
the Railroad bridge was carried off. It '■ 
floated down stream whole, taking one of 
the large trees off on the bank of the river 
just below £. P. Jewett's. In striking the 
center pier of the railroad bridge at Jeweti 
crossing, it swung around into the field on 
the north side, and there remained until 
taken to pieces and brought back. A very 



large amount of loss wa-s caused by the 
damage to the carpets and furniture in the 
residences and to the goods in the stores, 
sufficient time not being given for their re- 
moval. A large amount of wood was lost 
by floating away, cords of it pa.ssing down 
through the streets. The town suffered 
loss to the extent of several thousand dol- 
lars by the loss of bridges, and nearly all 
of the plank street crossings flowing away. 
The brick side walks in town were ruined, 
the sand being washed out from under 
them, and the bricks being piled in heaps 
about. There was no los.-! of life. All of 
the boats that were to be had were made 
available by the removing of goods and 
persons to places of safety. The water 
was esdmated to be about iSinches higher 
than it was in 1830. 

[Note. — -The record of the (ires, acci- 
dents, crimes, and floods, occurring pre- 
vious to i860, we take from Thompson's 
History of Montpelier.] b. 



REVOLUTIONARY S 

who lived and died in this town ; 

Col. Jacob Davis, aged 75. Eliakim D. 
Persons, died in 1846, aged 81. Estis 
Hatch, died in 1834, aged 86. Luther 
King, died in 1842. aged 88. Aaron Gris- 
wold, died in 1847, aged 95. Ziba Wood- 
worth, died in 1S36. aged 66, and his broth- 
er, Joseph Woodworth, the date of whose 
death is unknown. 

Some 16 other early settlers of this town 
were also Revolutionary soldiers, but lived 
in that part of the town now East Mont- 
pelier. Doubdess there were others who 
resided here, but 1 am unable to learn 
their names. 

For Soldiers of i8[3, see page 298. 

MEXICAN WAR. 

Four soldiers enlbted fi-om this town, 
and served through the war, nearly two 
years, in the gth reg't U. S. voLs. :- — Rich- 
ard Dodge, Daniel Cutler, Luman Grout, 
William Guinan. Cutler left the regiment 
in Mexico, and never returned. Dodge, 
Grout and Guinan served through the Re- 
bellion. Guinan died a few years ago, 
and Dodge and Grout are now both living 
in town. 
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List of Men furnished by the Town of Montpelier, 1861-1865. 
Compiled mainly from the Adjutant Generars Reports, from 1S64 to 1872, inclusive, 

BY CHA8. DB F. BANCBOFT. 



Names. 

Buxton, John H. 
Coffey, Robert T. 
Goodwin, Royal B. 
Gove, Freeman R. 
Newcomb, George W. 
Webster, Oscar N. 



first regiment of infantry, three months. 

Mustered into service. May 2, 1861. Mustered out August 15, 1861. 

Age. Co. EnUttmeat. Remarks. 

F Mustered out Aug. 15, 61. 

F do 

F do 

F do 

K do 

F do 



18 

19 
22 

26 



second regiment of infantry, three years. 



Mustered into 



Allen, Andrew H. 
Ballou, Horace C. 
Ballou, Jerome £. 
Barrett, John 
Bennett, Amos N. 
♦Brown, Harvey W. 
Bryant, Eliphalet £. 
tBryant, James G. 
Bui^E^i^ Patrick 
Bumham, William T. 
Camp, William H. 
Clark, Charles 
Clark, Dayton P. 
Cassavaint, Thomas L. 
Contant, Augustus 
Grossman, Horace F. 
Dodge, Richard S. 
Field, William C. 
Fitzgerald, Timothy 
Ford, Abraham 
Gravlin, John 
Goodrich, Victor 
Goron, Joseph N. 
Guinan, William 
Guinan, Edmund 
Gunnison, Eri S. 
Guyette, Cyril G. 
Harran, Selden B. 
Harran« Ira L. 
Hogan, Dennis 

iabouzie, Charles 
Lelton, John A. 
La Monte, Robert 
Lapierre, Nelson 
Loomis, Elver ton 
Macon, Alfred 
tMahoney, Sylvester D. 
Maloney, Thomas 
McCaufly, Thomas 
McNamara, John 
Minouge, William 
tNoycs, Wallace W. 
Neveaux, Sera phi ne 
Parker, Tared 
Perrin, Julius 
Persons, Pl}Tine C 
Phillips, Walter A. 
Quinn, John 
Randall, Francis V. 
Rodney, Lewis 
Rose, Peter 
Rose, William 
.Sanders, Joseph A. 



18 D 
21 F 



20 


F 


41 


B 


30 


F 


19 


F 


21 


K 


28 


B 


30 


D 


4i 


H 


21 


F 




H 


21 


F 


22 


H 


23 


F 


24 


F 


38 


D 


27 


F 


23 


H 


30 


H 


35 


E 


23 


F 


3' 


F 




F 



-»•» 



F 

22 F 
22 F 
20 F 
24 D 
24 H 
24 K 

F 



-»•» 



21 
25 



D 
F 

20 F 
26 F 

39 H 
18 F 
26 H 

23 H 

22 F 

22 K 

20 F 



26 

20 
21 

36 

29 

23 

25 
21 



F 
F 
F 
H 
F 
B 
H 
F 
F 



May 7 
do 
do 
Mar. 20 
May If 
May 17 
May 16 
Aug. 4 
July 30 
May 23 
May 7 

iune 7 
fay 7 
Aug. 20 
June 9 
Aug 20 
May 7 

do 
Aug 23 
Tune 16 
Mar 20 
May 7 
Aug 16 
Mav 7 
'do 

do 

do 

do 
June 6 
Aug 20 
Dec 29 
May 7 
June 15 
Mar I 
May 7, 
May 20 
July 27 
Aug II 
May 7 
Aug 20 

do 
July 21 
Mar II 
May 7 

do 
July 21 
May 7 
Mav 25 

do 
Mar 29 
Mav 16 
Fe6 18 
May 7 



62 
61 
61 
61 



service, June 20, 1861. 

6i Died July 26, 61. 

Musterea out June 29, 64* 

Sergt. Discharged Feb. 23, 63. 

Mustered out March 25, 65. 

Pro. Corp. Killed at Fredericsb'gh, Mar. 3, 6^ 

Re-enlisted. Mustered out July 17, 65. 

Discharged Nov. 23, 61. 
63 Muster^ out Julv 16, 65. 

62 Killed at Bank's tord. May 3, 63. 
61 Capt. Resigned Oct. 25, 01. 

6t Sergt. Mustered out Tune 20, 64. 

61 Discharged March 6, 62. 

61 Rec*d prom, to Capt Must out June 29, 64. 

61 Prom. Serg. Re-enlist Must out July 15, 65. 

61 Dis. Jan. 23, 63. Sub. July, 63. oo. 

Pra Capt Hon. dis. Oct 30, 63, for wds. rcc. 

Discharged March 29, 63. 

Mustered out June 29, 64. 

Re-enlisted Dec 21, 63. Deserted Feb. 11, 64. 

Sergt Discharged Nov. 20, 63. 

63 Mustered out July i c, 65. 
" Killed at Bull Run, July 21, 61. 



61 
61 

61 
61 



61 
62 
61 



Prom. Serg. Musterea out July 15, 65. 
Sergt Discharged Sept 21, 61. 
Discharged July 25, 63. 
Corp. Mustered out June 20, 64- 
Pro. Com. Serg. Re-en. Must out July 16^ 65. 
Died Nov. 14, 61. 
61 Deserted Sept 15, 63. 

61 Discharged Sept. 29, 63. 

62 Discharged July 18, 61. 
61 Discharged Nov. 27, 62. 

61 Mustered out June 23, 64. 

62 Discharged March 8, 63. 

61 Discharged Sept 13, 62, for wounds received. 
61 Mustered out June 29, 64. 

63 Killed at Spottsylvania, May 12, 64. 
61 Mustered out Sept 12, 64. 

61 ft-o. Seret. Re-en. Mustered out July 16^ 65. 

61 Deserted Julv 20, 62. 

Killed at Wilderness, May 5, 64. 
63 Received wounds. Mustered out Aug., 65. 

62 Pro. Corp. Mustered out July 11, 65. 

61 Transferred to Invalid Corps, Sept i, 63. 

Discharged Nov. 7, 61. 
61 Discharged Sept., 61. 
61 1st Lieutenant. I)ischarged Dec 31, 61. 

61 Mustered out June 29, 64. 

Capt Pro. Col. 13th Reg't Sept 24, 62. 

62 Mustered out April 24, 65. 

61 Discharged Feb. 16, 63. 

62 Pro. Corp. Mustered out July 1 5, 65. 
61 Re-enlisted. Mustered out July 15, 65. 
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NaiiK-s. 

Shambeau, Francis 
Shorey, Elscine 
Stearns, Parish L. 
Stearns, Henrv 
Stone, Horatio 
Storrs, Charles W. 
Taylor, Benjamin 
Town, Josiah L. 
Wade, Charles, jr. 
White, George A. 
Wright, Edwin N. 



Akv. Cu. £iili«tiuciit. 

41 C Mar 6 62 

24 F May 7 61 

18 F Oct 10 61 
39 F May 7 6i 

19 D Dec 963 

20 F May 7 61 
23 F do 

21 F do 
36 F do 

20 F Aug 2061 

27 F May 7 61 



Ucmui'kM. 

Mustered out Tune 25, 65. 

Pro, Corp. Killed at Spottsylvania, May 12, 64. 

Mustered out Oct. 12, 64. 

Mustered out Tune 29, 64. 

Killed at Wilderness, May 4, 64. 

Discharged OcL 25. 61. 

Died June 28, 62. 

Mustered out June 20, 64. 

Discharged Dec. 4, 02. [Fredericksburgh. 

Re-en. Died May 12, 64, of wounds recei*d at 

Discharged July 24, 62. 



♦Burke, John, jr. 18 

Divine, Patrick 18 

Dudley, David 25 

Franklin, Roswell 45 

Laundry, Joseph 23 

Loomis', Vernon L. 18 

Mason, William R. 28 

♦McLaughlin, Charles 20 

McManus, Tames W. 25 

Rose, Frank 33 

Severance, George S. 19 



THIRD REGIMENT OF 

Mustered into 

K Feb 13 

K July 10 

K do 

H June I 

K do 

H do 

B June 3 

K Jan 2 

K Aug 22 

H June I 

I July 5 



INFANTRY. THREE YEARS. 

service, July 16, 1861. 

64 Mustered out July 11, 65. 

61 Killed at Lee's Mills, April 16, 62. 

Re-enlisted. Mustered out July 11, 65. 
61 Died Dec. i6» 63. 

Re-enlisted. Mustered out July 11, 65. 

Died Feb. 6, 63. 
61 Mustered out July 27, 64. 
64 Discharged August, 65, for wounds received. 
63 Killed at Spottsylvania, May 12, 64. 
61 Discharged March 10, 63. 
61 Re-enlisted. Discharged Sept. 5, 66. 



Aikens, Joseph P. 



Coffey, Robert J. 
Davis, Frank 
tGilman, Sidney A. 
Gove, Freeman R. 
♦Goodwin, Lucius J. 
Kent, Hermon O. 
Ladue, Joseph 
Mailhote, Leonard H. 
Mailhote, Victor W. 
Silloway, Henry F. 
♦Silloway, Charles P. 
Smith, Levi 



FOURTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. THREE YEARS. 

Mustered into service, Sept. 20, 1861. 
24 D Aug 28 61 Re-en. Pro. to Capt. Hon. dis. March 8, 65* 

for wounds received. Lfu^y ' 5» 65. 

Aug 27 61 Pro. 1st Lt. Re-en. Taken pris. Must, out 
Sept 5 61 Pro. Sergt. Mustered out Sept. 30, 64. 
Aug 10 63 Discharged March p, 64. 
July 24 63 Died in Andersonville prison, October, 64- 
Sept 7 61 Discharged May 9, 64. 
Mar 17 62 Discharged Feb. 8, 64. 
Sept 2 61 Killed at Fredericksburgh, Sept. 19, 62. 

Died Feb. 26, 64, of wounds received. 

Discharged March 9, 63. 

Died Oct. 5, 62, of wounds received. 

Pro. Corp. Must, out Sept. 30, 64. 
Mar 3 62 Pro. Corp. Must, out July 13, 65. 
Aug 13 62 Died March 12, 63. 



G 
K 
K 
G 
K 
G 
G 
G 
G 
G 
G 
G 
K 



Sept 9 61 
Sept 24 61 
Sept 19 61 
Aug 24 61 



Bickford, Frederick T. 
Dodge, William 
Fuller, George H. 
Goodwin, David 
Goodwin, Royal B. 
Gray, Ira S. 
Hoyt, Orlena 
Hawley, Amos B. 
Rice, James 
Spalding, Charles C. 



FIFTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. THREE YEARS. 

Mustered into service Sept. 16, 1861. 
23 Band Aug 2961 Discharged April 11, 62. 



42 
27 
21 

23 
24 

24 

27 



do 
do 
do 
A 
D 
D 
D 



Sept 3 61 
Aug 29 61 

do 
Sept 16 61 
Sept ^ 61 



do 
do 
do 



Discharged Jan. 19, 63. 
Killed at Savage Station, June 29^ 62. 
July 18 62 Discharged March 4, 63. 
Sept 20 61 Pro. Sergt. Mustered out SepL 15, 64. 
30 Band Aug 24 61 Leader. Discharged April 11, 62. 
36 D Sept 16 61 1st Lieut. Hon. dis. for disabil. Oct. 10, 62. 



SIXTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. THREE YEARS. 



tAinsworth, James S. 
iCampbell, Alex. jr. 
Chandler, Charles M. 
Clark, John W. 

Hatch, George 
tHorr, John P. 
Johnson, Fratik 
Lord, Nathan, jr. 
tLewis, Frank L. 
Ormsbee, George W. 
Phelps, John D. 



Mustered into 

20 H July 20 
27 K July 22 
34 Oct 29 
33 Oct 14 

29 Oct 1 5 
F July 22 

18 H Aug 4 

30 Sept 16 

21 H July 18 
18 H Aug 4 
30 B Aug 9 



service, Oct. 15, 1861. 

63 Mustered out June 26, 65. 

63 Mustered out June 25, 65. 

61 Surgeon. Resigned Oct 7, 63. 

61 Q. M. Pro. Capt. & Ass*t Q. M. U. S. Vols., 

[Apiil 7, 64. Resigned Dec 7, 64. 

61 O. M. Pro. 1st Lieut. Must, out Oct 28, 64. 

63 Rilled at Cedar Creek, Oct 19, 64. 

61 Pro. Sergt. Re-en. Must out July 19, 65. 

61 Colonel. Resigned Dec. 18, 62. 

63 Mustered out Tune 26, 65. 

61 Re-enlisted. Mustered out June 26, 65. 

61 Discharged Dec. 3 if 63. 
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Nanie». 

Raymond, Levi 
Stone, Adoniram J. 
Stone, Henr>' C. 
tSpaalding, John P. 
(Sprague, Frederic W. 
White, Henry 
tWillcy, Norman 
fWilley, William H. 



Agf. Co. Kulistnifiit. Rviuarks. 

27 H Aug 14 6t Pro. Corp. Re«n. Muster, out June 
18 H Aug 1 1 61 Dtschargied March la 62. 

20 H do Discharged Oct 30, 62. 
23 H July 23 63 Muster^ out June 26, 65. 

A July 13 63 Killed in action, June 5, 64. 

18 F Oct 3 61 EHscharged Nov. 3, 62. 

21 B July 31 63 Mustered out June 26, 65. 

28 B July 1563 do 



26,65. 



SEVENTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. THREE YEARS. 

Mustered into service Fetx 12, 1862. 



Fowler, Levi D. 
*Goodwin, Ludus J. 
Kent, Lorenzo E. 
Storrs, Charles W. 



Abbott, Henry C. 
Brown, Edward M. 
Dewey, Edward 

Foster, Isaac G. 
Getchell,John W.. 
Tones, Alonxo 
Nichols, Roswell S. 
Sinclair, Hiram D. 
Smith, Fred. £. 
Thayer, James E. 
Webster, Oscar N. 



Brown, Stephen 
Jacobs, Don L. 
McManus. Patrick 
Plant, Charles 
Preston, Asa L. 
Smith, Otis B. 
^Seymour, Isaac 
Sylvester, Frank 



18 
18 
20 
21 



K 
K 
K 
K 



Dec 13 61 Re-enlisted. Mustered out May 18, 65, 

Oct 18 64 Taken prisoner. Mustered out' May ts, 65. 

{an 2062 Pra Sergt Re-en. Mustered out Mav 4, 66. 

uly 23 63 Died Apr 15, 65, of wds reed at Spanish Fort. 



EIGHTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. THREE YEARS^ 



Mustered into 
TO C Nov 19 

}: 



40 

34 



I an 
Fan 



9 
12 



44 
41 
44 
3« 

35 

27 



E 
E 
E 
£ 
E 

E 
I 



4 
to 

6 



Tan 
Nov 30 
Sept 28 

Oct I 
Dec I 



service, Feb. 18, 1862. 

63 Pro. ist Lieutenant in 2d La. Regiment 
62 Lieut CpIoneL Resigned Dec 23, 63. 

64 Q. M. Pra Capt & Asst Q. M. U. S. Vols., 

Feb. 1 1, 65. Res. May 29^ 65. 
62 Discharged Oct 12, 63. 

61 Re-enlisted. Mustered out June 28, 65. 

62 Discharged Oct f 6, 62. 
61 Discharged June 30, 62. 
61 Discharged Jan. 4, 63. 

Q. M. Resigned Nov. 30, 63. 
61 Sergt Killed at Bayou dcs Allems, Sept 4, 62. 
61 Discharged Oct 1 5, 62. 



NINTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. THREE YEARS. 

Mustered into service July 9, 1862. 

44 I June 25 62 Discharged March 14, 63. 

25 I May 31 62 Mustered out July 8, 65. 

44 G June Q 62 Discharged Nov. 15, 62. 

21 I May 26 62 Deserted Julv 30, 6a, 

20 I June 16 62 Discharged July 5, 6^ 
18 I June 23 62 Discharged Nov. 3, 62. 
44 I do Discharged Feb. 20, 63. 

21 I May 29 62 Discharged Dec i, 62. 

TENTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. THREE YEAR& 



Ayer, Albert J. 21 

Bailey, Gustave 28 B 

Bovar, Peter 23 B 

Bradley, Henry M. 21 B 

Brooks, Robert 35 B 

Brown, George G. 18 B 

Burgess, Charles 38 B 

Burke, John 43 B 

Carr, James M. 27 B 

Cayhue, Tuffield, Jr., 18 B 

Cobum, Curtis A. 21 B 

Edson, John H. ^2 

Glysson, Andrew J. 22 B 

Greeley, Allen 21 B 

Hubbard, George J. 22 B 

Hall, Lewis A. 19 B 

Kennedv. Felix 26 B 

Pierce, Hiram M. 20 B 

Selinas, Julius 22 B 

Smith, Hiram S. • 21 B 

Smith, John G. 23 B 

Stetson, Ezra 37 B 

Stickney, Edward J. 22 B 

Storrs, Oilman 18 B 

Waldron, Ezekiel S. 22 B 

Wood, Joseph Jr. 25 B 



Mustered into service Sept i, 1862. 

B July 30 62 Died Sept 16^ 63. 

do Discharged Nbv. 3, 62. 

July 30 62 Deserted June 19, 64. 

do DischargMl Mar. 

July 24 62 Died in Danville 



Prison, 



Dec 23, 64. 



{uly 30 62 Promoted Corporal. Must out June 22, 65. 

uly 18 62 Discharged Sept 17, 63. 

do Died at Brandy Station, Va., Nov. a 64. 

July 30 62 CorporaL Pro. Sergeant Died July i, 64. 

do Killed at Cold HarTOr, June i. 64. 

July 12 62 Trans, to Signal Corp. Sept i, 63. 

Aug 27 62 Lieutenant Colonel. Resigned Oct 16, 62. 

July 30 62 Mustered out June 21, 65. 

Julv 26 62 Pro. Corp. Died July i, 64, of w'ds rec'd. 

July 30 62 Mustered out June 22, 65. 

do do 

July 28 62 Died Dec 8, 63.- [action. 

July 30 62 Serg't Dis. Sept 23, 64, for wounds rec*d. in 

do Mustered out June 22, 65. 

Aug 4 62 Pro. Sergeant Mustered out June 22, 65. 

July 30 62 Mustered out June 22, 65. 

Aug 4 62 1st Lieut Killed at Cold Harbor, June i, 64. 

July 30 62 Corp. Pro. to ist Lieut Must out June 22,65. 

do Killed at Mine Run, Nov. 27, 63. 

do Died Apr. 6, 64, of wounds received in action. 

do Promoted CorporaL Mustered out June 22,64. 
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Names. 
Anson, Charles H. 
Buxton, Harris B. 
Carlton, Alfred L. 
Clark, Charles W. 



KLKVENTH KRGIMKNT, HEAVY ARTILLERY. THREE YEARS. 

Mustered into service, Sept. ii, 1862. 
Co. EnlbUnent. Remarks, 

Aug 30 62 Q. M. Pro. CapL Co. £. Must, out June 24, 65. 
H July 3 62 Died Feb. 20, 6^ ["1 63. 



Age. 
21 

'9 

33 
24 



Felt, George M. 
Field, Daniel G. 
* Hunt, WUliam H. 
Rice, James 
Wells, William 
Wilson, John R. 



Aug 14 62 Q. M. Pro. Capt. and C. of S. U. S. V. Marcli 

Sept I 62 C. S. Pro. ist Lieut. Co. G. 63. Mustered out 

June 24, 65. 

18 I July 1962 Pro. Corp. ^ulstered out June 24, 65. 

Aug 1 1 62 H. S. Discharged December 22, 62. 

64 Discharged Oct. 10, 64, at New Haven, Conn. 

32 F Aug 1262 Capt. Honorably dis. for disability, Apr. 22 65. 

26 I Aug 26 62 Mustered out June 24, 65. 

19 62 Rec*d. pro to ist Ueut. Must, out June 24, 65. 



THIRTEENTH REGIMENT INFANTRY. NINE MONTHS. 



Mustered 

Alexander, Thomas C. 
Ballou, Wallace H. 
* Ballou, Jerome £. 
Bixby, Freeman 
Brown, Andrew C. 
♦Burke, Walter 
Campbell, James 
Cannon, Fergus 
Clark, Albert 
Dakin, Henry 
Daniels, William 
Davis, George H. 
Davis, Isaac K. 
Dewey, Peter G. 
Dodge, Wallace W. 
Farwell, John G. 
Flanders, John P. 
Hoyt, Franklin 
Tangraw, Frank 
Kneeland, Howland 
Ladd, John W. 
Lamb, James C. 
Lanp;don, John B. Jr. 
Laviolette, Eugene 
Lemwin, George £. 
Marr, Hobart J. 
Marsh, Eli T. 
McLaughlin, Charles 
Mitchell, David 
Morris, Francis 
Noyes, William 
Peck, Alonzo D. 
Peck, George A. 
Peck, James S. 
Piper, Wilber F. 
Prentiss, Samuel F. 
Randal], Charles F. 

Randall, Francis V. 
Roaks, William 
Seaver, Curtis H. 
Smith, H. Dwight 
Smith, Guy 
Swazey, Cnarles D. 
Taylor, Nelson A. 
Van Ormsui, John J. 
Washburn, Cfharles H. 
Welch, John 
Wright, Prentice C. 
Wright, Benjamin N. 



into service, Oct 10, i 

31 I Aug 2562 

28 I do 

21 C Oct 2962 

23 A Aug 25 62 

34 do 

21 H Sept 1962 
18 I Aug 25 62 
38 H Oct 1062 

22 I Aug 25 62 
44 H Sept 27 62 
18 I Aug 25 62 

35 I do 



28 I 



19 
>9 
»9 



18 

27 



18 

45 
23 



23 
24 

20 



I 
I 
I 



do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Aug 25 62 

Aug 29 62 

18 H Sept 2962 

21 I Aug 25 62 



24 I 

18 I 

,9 I 

22 I 

26 I 
,9 I 

27 I 
21 I 



I 
C 



I 
I 
I 



20 I 



I 
I 
I 



do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 



18 I Sept 24 62 



37 Sept 13 62 

18 H Sept 29 62 
22 I Aug 25 62 
do 
do 
do 



27 I 
24 I 



29 I 

25 I 

44 I 
21 

23 
30 



I 
I 
I 



do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 



862 ; mustered out, July 21, 1863. 

Mustered out July 21, 63. 

Corp. Pro. S. M. Must out July 21, 65. 

Mustered out Julv 21, 63. 

H. S. Mustered out July 21, 63. 

Lieut. Col. Resigned May 5, 63. 

Died Mar. 4, 63. 

Mustered out July 21, 63. 

do 
Serg't Pro. ist Lieut Must out July 25, 63, 
Mustered out July 21, 63. 

do 
Corporal. Discharged May 5, 63. 
Discharged Feb. 4, 63. 
Mustered out July 21, 63. 

do 

do 

do 
Mustered out July 21, 63. 

do 
Discharged Nov. 25, 62. 
Mustered out July 21, 63. 
Pro. Com. Sergt Mustered out July 21, 63. 
Mustered out July 21, 63- 

do 

do 

do 
Corporal. Mustered out July 21, 63. 
Mustered out July 21, 63. 

do 

do 
Discharged February 28, 63. 
Mustered out July 21, 63. 
Discharged Jan. 25, 63. LJulv 21, 63. 

2d Lieut Fro. Adjutant. Jan. 63. Must out 
Mustered out Jul^ 21, 63. [21, 63. 

S. M. Pro. 2cf Lieut Feb. 63. Must out July 
S. M. Pro. 2d Lieut. Jan. 63. Must, out July 

21,63. 
Colonel. Mustered out July 21, 63. 
Mustered out July 21, 63. 

do 
Pro. Corp. Must out July 21, 63. IJuly2i,63. 
Com. Serg't Pro. C. M. S. Nov. 62. Must out 
Mustered out July 23, 63. [21, 63. 

Q. M. S. Pro. Q.'M. Nov. 62. Must out July 
Mustered out July 21, 63. 

do 

do 
Discharged Jan 31, 63. 
Killed at Gettysburgh, July 3, 63. 



Poland, J. Monroe 
44 



FIFTEENTH REGIMENT INFANTRY. NINE MONTHS. 

Mustered into service, 1862 ; out, in 1863. 

21 Aug 2 62 Adjutant. Mustered out Aug. 5, 63. 
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Karnes, 
Atherton, Omri S. 
Burbank, WUliam B. 
Camp, Harley W. 
Cannon, Fergus 
Carpenter, Chaoncey 
Cassivaint, Oliver 
Dow, Napoleon 
* Dodge, Richard S. 
Emerson, Andrew A. 
i'lsk, Seymoor M. 
Girard, Alfred 
Gilman, Charles 
Gould, Gustavus 
Guinan, William 
Hoyt, Franklin 
Lamb, James C. 
Ladosa, Joseph 
Lavally, Henry 
Mahuron, Horace 
•Marshall, William 
Nichols, Roswell S. 
Peck, James S. 
Randall, Charles W. 
Randall, Francis V. 
*Rose, Joseph 
*Robinson, Geo. S. 
Sl John, Andrew 
St John, Dominique 
Taro, John 
Voodry, Adna J. 



Bartlett, John D. 
Buxton, John H. 
Carpenter, Charles 
Carter, Constant 
French, Frank S. 
Staples, Marshall S. 
Tebo, Pfcter 



SKVXNTEENTH REGIMENT. THREE YEARS. 

Mustered into service by companies in 1864. 

Bemarks. 



Ace. Co. 

22 C 

24 E 

32 E 

39 C 
35 C 
34 t> 
22 C 

40 K 



EnUstmeiiU 
Feb 1564 



Aug 

Jan 

Nov 

Dec 

Feb 



22 64 
164 

1664 



18 

\l 

*9 
21 

46 

27 

25 

'9 
18 

45 
44 



24 E 

18 C 
40 

23 H 

32 E 
44 

38 

22 

19 



do 

Aug 2 64 

Feb 1864 

do 

do 

Oct 2963 

Feb 24 64 

Feb 2964 

Aug 2563 

Dec 23 63 

Feb 17 64 

Feb 19 64 

Feb 18 64 

Mar 17 64 

Feb 1664 

Dec 363 

Feb 23 64 

Feb 10 64 

May 10 64 

Apr 12 64 

C Feb 2564 

C Feb 17 64 

C Feb 1664 

E Mar 1964 



E 
E 
C 
E 
£ 
E 
C 
E 
C 
C 
C 
E 
C 



Corporal. Died Nov. 5, 64. 

1st Lieutenant. Mustered out July 14, 65. 

Corp. Fro. Serg'L Must, out July 21, 65. 

Mustered out July 14, 65. 

Discharged May 13, 65. 

Discharged June 12,65. 

Discharged July 14, 65. 

Muster^ out July 14, 65. 

Died June 17, 64. 

Mustered out July 14, 65. 

do 

do 

do 
Dischai^d OcL 30, 64. 
Serg'L Dis. June 19, 65, for w'ds. received. 
Q. \L Pro. 1st Lieut. Must, out July 14,65. 
Deserted Dec. 25, 64. 
Mustered out May 24, 65. 
Pro. Corporal. IVf ustered out July 21, 65^ 
Died June 3, 64, of wounds rec'd. in action. 
Mustered out Julv 17, 65. 
Received pro. to Major. Must out July 24, 65. 
2d LieuL Discharged March 9, 65. 
ColoneL Mustered out July 17, 6c 
Killed near Petersburgh, July 27, 64. 
CapL Mustered out July 14, 65. 
Mustered out July 14, 65. 
Discharged Aug. 30, 64. 
Discharged July 14, 65. 
Mustered out July 14, 65. 



FIRST REGIMENT CAVALRY. THREE YEARS. 

Mustered into service Nov. 19, 1861. 

31 C Oct 14 61 Captain. Pro. Major. Resigned Apr. 62. 

19 C Sept 1 1 61 Discharged Nov. 26, 62. 

25 C FcD 20 61 Discharged OcL 3, 62, 

27 E Oct 4 61 Mustered out Nov. 18, 64. 

27 C Oct 3 61 Discharged Nov. 27, 61. 

36 C Nov 9 61 Discharged Dec 7, 62. 

21 M Oct 10 62 Discharged May 21, 64. 



FIRST BATTERY LIGHT ARTILLERY. 

Mustered in 1861. 



THREE YEARS. 



Armstrong, Thomas 34 Jan 14 62 

Branagan, Patrick 36 Jan 27 62 

Brecette, Peter 19 Dec 9 61 

Brodar, Joseph 45 Jan 1362 

Goodwin, Henry W. 22 Nov 19 61 

Howland, John 43 Nov 1 1 61 

Laundry, Charles 18 Dec 16 61 

Laundry, Frank 22 Dec lo 61 

Laundry, Jesse 19 Dec 9 61 

Mitchell, Sullivan B. 41 Nov 21 61 

Raspel, Henrick W. 39 Feb 13 62 

Riker, James B. 19 Dec 13 61 



Must, out Aug. lOt 64. Died in Reg. Service 
July 26, 65, of w'ds. rec*d. at Port Hudson. 
Mustered out Aug. 10, 64. 

do 
Discharged March 28, 63. 
Discharged June 5, 62. 
Corp. Pro. Serg'L MusL out Aug. lOt 64. 
MusL out Aug. lOt 64. 
do 
do 
Died Julv 25, 64, of wounds received in action. 
Musterea out Aug. 10^ 64. 
Pro. 2d LieuL MusL out Aug. lOt 62. 



Curry, Michael 



Bousquet, Francis O. 
Brown, John H. 
Butterfly, Frank 
Campbell, James 
^Campbell, Humphrey 



SECOND BATTERY LIGHT ARTILLERY. THREE YEARS. 

Mustered into service 1861. 
18 Dec 25 61 Discharged Oct 20, 62. 

THIRD BATTERY LIGHT ARTILLERY. THREE YEARS. 

Mustered into service 1863. 

Dec 25 63 Deserted Aug. 7i, 64. 

Dec 19 63 Died SepL 10, 04. 

Dec 12 63 Mustered out June 15, 65. 

Dec 22 63 do 

Aug 20 64 do 



19 
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Nsmet. Age, 

♦Cayhue, Jesse i8 

Chalifaux, Naraise 28 

•Curry, Michael 21 

♦Dodge, Wallace H. 21 

Estis, Charles O. 18 

♦Tangraw, Alexander 18 

♦Jangraw, Frank 21 

♦Gravlin, Peter 30 

Langdon, John B. Jr. 23 

Miller, John 10 

♦Morris, Frank 19 

♦Morris, Joseph 20 

Moulton, Benjamin J. 27 

Palmer, Henry A. 18 

Phillips, Walter A. 22 

Prevost, Clement 19 

Reynard, Edmund 26 

♦Rowe, Joseph 35 

Staples, Guy B. 18 

Staples, Marshall S. 37 

Taplin, Eben 25 

Valley, Joseph 24 

Washburn, William L. 20 

♦Yatta, William ■ 18 



Co. Enllatment. 



Dec 

Dec 

Apr 

Aug 

Sept 

Aug 

Sept 

Aug 

Oct 

Dec 

Aug 



2363 
26 63 
2364 
22 64 

763 
1964 

763 
1864 
3063 

563 
1764 



do 
Dec 12 63 



I 63 

12 63 

'563 

364 
1663 



Dec 
Dec 

Sept 
Dec 
Aug 
Oct 

do 

Dec 16 63 
Dec 26 61 

do ^ 
Dec 29 63 



Remftrks. 

Mustered out June 15, 65. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Q. M. Scrg't Must out June 1 5, 64. 
Mustered out June 15, 65. 

do 

do 

do 

do 
1st Lieut Honorably discharged Feb. 3, 65. 
Mustered out June i c, 65. 
Discharged Jan. 28, 64. 
Mustered out June 1 5, 65. 

do 
Artificer. Mustered out June 15, 65. 
Corp. Pro. to 2d Lieut. Must, out June 1 5, 65. 
Mustered out June 1 5, 65. 

do 

do 



SECOND REGIMENT U. S. SHARP-SHOOTERS. THREE YEARS. 



Severance, Luther 



Pitkin, Perley P. 



iSmith, Henry C. 

IBrunell, Frank J. 
tRobinson, John 

Williamson, John 

♦Batchelder, Josiah L. 
♦Gravlin, Frank Jr. 
♦Guinan, William 
♦Jangraw, Oughtney 
♦Kimball, Frank 
♦Nichols, Lucius 
♦Stowe, Lorenzo 
♦Wells, John T. 
♦Wood, Lewis 
♦Gravlin, Peter 
♦CloKston, O. Curtis 
♦Cutler, Marcus M. 
♦Washburn, J. W. F. 

Clark, William H. 
Gilmore, Edward C. 
Parker, Jared 
Parker, Lucius R. 
Storrs, Charles W. 
Webster, Oscar N. 

Blxby, H. Roger 
Clark. Fred 
Collins, John 
Cross, C^car N. 
Daniels, William 
Dewey, Peter G. 



Mustered in 1861. 
25 E Aug 1 1 62 Mustered out June 1 2, 65. 

FIELD AND STAFF OFFICERS. 

35 June 6 61 Captain and Q. M. Pro. to Col. and Q. M. 

U. S. Vol. 

FORTY-THIRD U. S. COLORED REGIMENT. 

July 2 1 63 Mustered out 65. 

FIRST COMPANY OF DRAFTED MEN. 

July 21 63 Discharged Oct. 22. 63. 
uly 27 63 Deserted. 

CREDIT IN U. S. NAVY. 

Jan 3 64 Juniata Sophronia. Discharged June 3, 65. 

IN REGIMENTS FROM OTHER STATES. 

13th N. H. Regiment Enlisted, 63, 3 years. 
36th Mass. Enlisted, 63, 3 years. 

14th R. I. Reg't ^ months. Enlisted Sept. 62. Sere't «xi 
8th Maine. Enlisted July, 62, 3 years. Must, out July, 65. 



[J«»y. 63. 

Must out 



14th R. L Reg*t 9 mos. Enlisted Sept 62. Mustered out July, 63. 
2d N. H. Reg't 3 years. Enlisted May, 61. Must out, 64. 

do do 

2d Mass Artillery. Enlisted Dec 17, 63. Must, out Sept 65. 
7th Ohio Infantry. Enlisted Apr. 17, 61. Must out Aug. 64. 
24th Mass. Infantry. Enlisted Dec. 63. Mustered out Aug. 6d 

VETERAN RESERVE CORPS. ENLISTED MEN. 

E July 6 63 Must out Nov. 13, 65. 
E do do 

E July 13 63 do 

uly 22 63 do 

uly 25 63 Transferred to Co. K. 7th Regiment, in 64. 

uly 4 64 Mustered out July 3, 66. 






FIRST REGIMENT FRONTIER CAVALRY. 

Jan 3 65 Mustered out June 27, 65. 
do ^ do 

do Pro. Corporal. Mustered out June 27, 65. 

do Com. Sergeant Mustered out June 27, 05. 

do Mustered out June 27, 65. 
do do 



'9 


M 


18 


M 


27 


M 


24 


M 


20 


M 


22 


M 
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Howard, Geofge D. 
LeoiwiD, Gcof^gc 
McCloskey, Charles A. 28 



Morse, Joseph B. 
Moohon, Isaac R. 
Newcomb, George W. 
Prentiss, Herbert J. 
Tyler, Eugene C 



18 
18 



M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 



do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 



KIX\'ENTH U. 



Bailey, Clinton 
Baxter, Robert 
Bryant, Eliphalet E 
Chaly^oz, Mazy 
Connolly, Michael 
Emerson, Amos N. 
Fowler, Letri D. 
Handlin,/. H. 
Lnda, Olnrer 
Mack, Jaiiie» 
Nealor, Edward 
Pridelieu, Francis 



Brodc, James W. 



& INFAimY. 

June 22 65 
Aog 2665 
Aug 23 65 
Jane 27 65 
Aug 465 
June 2665 
Tune 2065 
fuly 2065 
fune 27 65 
June 20^ 
July 286^ 






June 19^ 



1st LieuL Resigned March 16^ 6^ 

Pra Ser ge ant Mustered out June 27, 65. 

Mustered out June 37, 65. 

do 

do 
Deserted Mar. 23, 65. 
Mustered out June 37, 65. 

do 

TUftXB YEAt& RSCRUrrS OF 1865. 

Discharged June 28, 68. 

Died Aug. 19, 66^ in Richmond, Va. 

Died Sept. 16^ 66^ in Richmond. Va. 

Died Aug. i^ 66^ in Richmond, Va. 

Disdiarged Aug. 4, 68. 

Discharged Dec 16, 65. 

Deserted Sept. 24, 65. 

Deserted May 18, 67. 

Deserted June 20, 66. 

Deserted Dec 16^ 65. 

Died Sept. 8, 66^ in Richmond, Va. 

Discharged June 19^ 68. 



KNROLUED MAN WHO FUK.SISHKD SUBSTITDTE. 



DRAFTED MEM WHO FURNISHED SUBSTITUTES^ 



Bradisli, Alonzo G. 
Hunting to n, W91iam L. 
Sterling, Joseph 



Cokon, Henry C. 
Nidiols, George L. 
Tilden, Geo. W. 



Foster, Henry M. 
Reed, CYiaiUk A. 
Town, Chauncey W. 



DRAFTED MEN WHO PAID COMMUTATION. 



Babcock, Terry V. 
Courser, Merrill P. 
Pope, Walter 



BaUey, Charles W. 
Morey, Moses P. 
Stamfish, WUliam O. 



AUen* Benjamin F. 
Barnes, Henry 
Palmer, Nahum 
Woodward, Justus B. 

* Residents of Montpelier, but credited to other towns, for the reason that at the date oi 
their enlistment the quota of the town was full, and they were credited to other towns that 
they might draw their state bounty. At all the calls made by the Government for troops 
dnrmg uie war, the town kept in excess of her quota. For vanous reasons, several went into 
o^er states and enlisted, and were not town credits. Therefore, it seems no more than just 
and right that all of the names of these men, so fu- as are known, should be i»Titten in history 
as credit to the town. 

t Substitute. 

IDrafted. 



MONTPEUER^S ROLL OF HONOR. 



Co. 



Allen, Andrew H. 
Ayers, Albert J. 
Atherton, Omri S. 
Armstrong, Thomas 
Baxter, Robert 
Bennett, Amos N. 
Brooks, Robert 
Brown, John H. 
Brvant, Eliphalet £. 
Bimon,Hirris 
Burgin, Patrick 
Burke, John 
Burke, Walter 
Carr, James M. 
Cayhue, Tuffield 
Chalifanx, Maxy 
Divine, Patrick 
Emerson, Andrew A. 
Franklin, Roswell 
Gilman, Svdnev A. 



B 


2 
10 


C 


17 


Regu 
II U. 


lar Service 


S. R. Reg't. 


F 


2 


B 


10 


3d Battery 


II U. 


S. R. Rcg'L 


H 


II 


D 


2 


B 


10 


C 


«3 


B 


10 


B 


10 


II U. 


S. R. Reg't. 


K 


3 


E 


17 


H 


3 


G 


4 



Remarks. 

Died July 26, 61. 

Died Sept 16^ 62. 

Died Nov. 6, 64. 

Died July 26, 63, of w'ds. rec'd. at Port Hudson. 

Died Sept 6^ 66^ at Richmond, Va. 

Killed at Fredricksburgh, May 3, 6j. 

Died in Danville Prison, Ga..'Dec 25, 63. 

Died at City Point Va., Sept 16, 64. 

Died at Richmond, Va., Sept 16, 66. 

Died Feb. 20, 63. 

Killed at Banks Ford, May 3, 63. 

Died at Brandy Station, Va., Nov. 9, 64. 

Died at Wolfe Run Shoals, Va., Mar. 4. 63. 

Died faly i, 64. 

Killed at* Cold Harbor, June i, 63. 

Died at Richmond, Va., Aug. 15, 66. 

Killed at Lee^s Mills, Apr. 16, 62. 

Died July 17, 64. 

Died Dec. 16, 63. 

Died in Anderson%nllc Prison, Oct. 64. 
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Name. 

Gray, Ira S. 
Greeley, Allen 
Goodnch« Victor 
Harran, Selden B. 
Hon, John P. 
Kent, Harmon G. 
Kennedy, Felix 
Kimball, Frank 
Ladue, Joseph 
Loomis, Vernon L. 
Mailhote, Victor W. 
Mahoney, Sylvester D. 
Marshall, William 
McManus, James W. 
Minouge, William 
Mitchell, Sullivan B. 
Nealor, Edward 
Rose, Joseph 
Shorey, Elscine 
Smith, Levi 
Sprague, Fredrick W. 
Stetson, Ezra 
Stone, Horatio F. 
Storrs, Gilman D. 
Storrs, Charles W. 
Stowe, Lorenzo, 
Taylor, Benjamin 
Thayer, James E 
Waldron, Ezekiel 
White, George A. 
Wright, Benjamin N. 



Co. Beg'k. 

B ID 

F 2 

F 2 

H 6 

B 10 

30 Mass. Reg. 



3 
4 

3 



H 
G 

F 

E 

K 

H 

1st Batterv 

II U. S. II. Reg't. 

H. 17 

F 2 

K 4 

A 6 

B 10 

H 2 

B 10 

K 7 
14th R. L Reg't. 

F 2 

E 8 

B 10 

H 2 

I I-. 



Bcmarkt. 
Killed at Savage Station, June 29, 62. 
Died July i, 61, of w'ds. rece'd. at Cold Harbor. 
Killed at Bull Run, July 21, 61. 
Died Nov. i6, 61. 
Killed at Cedar Creek, Oct. 19, 64. 
Killed at Fredricksburgh, Dec. 19, 62. 
Died Dec. 8, 63. 

Killed at Piedmont, Va., June 5, 64. 
Died Feb. 26, 64, of wounds received in action. 
Died Feb. 6,^3. 

Died Oct. c, 62, of wounds received in action. 
Killed at Spottsylvania, May 12, 64. 
Died Tune 3, 64, of wounds received in^action. 
Killea at Spottsylvania, May 12, 64. 
Killed at Spottsylvania, May 12, 64. 
Died July 2 c, 64, of wounds received in action. 
Died m Richmond, Va., Sept. 8, 66. 
Killed at Petersburgh, July 27, 64. 
Killed at Spottsylvania, May 12, 64. 
Died May 12, 67, 

Killed at Cold Harbor, June i, 64. 
Killed at Cold Harbor, June i, 64. 
Killed in Wildeniess, May 4, 64. 
Killed at Mine Run, Nov, 27, 63. 
Died Apr. 10, 65, of w*ds. rec'd. at Spanish Fort. 
Died in 63. 
Died Tune 28, 62. 

Killed at Bayou Des AUems, Sept. 4, 62. 
Died Apr. 6, 65. of wounds received in action. 
Killed at S potts vlvania. May 12, 64. 
Killed at GettysDurg, July 3, 63. 



In addition to these might be added the names of many who were wounded and disabled, 
and did not survive their disability long after the war or their discharge. Below we give the 
names of those who lost a limb : Capt. Horace Grossman, Co. F, 2d Regiment and Private 
Charles McLaughlin, Co. K, 3d Regiment, losing a leg ; Serg't. Hiram M. Pierce, Co. B, loth 
Regiment, and Private Elverton LoK)mis, Co. F, 2d Regiment, losing an arm. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Total number of men furnished who entered the service 365 

Furnished substitute 10 

Paid commutation 10 

No. who served their tei m of enlistment, or to close of war 120 

Mustered out previous to close of the war at the expiration of their term of service 80 

Discharged for disability, for wounds received and various other causes 1 14 

Killed in battle 21 

Died of wounds received in action 11 

Died of diseases contracted in the service 17 

Died in rebel prisons 2 

Deserted 12 



Perhaps it would be proper here to men- 
tion the names of those who were natives 
of Montpelier, and had sought homes in 
the West, and from there had enlisted and 
lost their lives in the defence of their 
country : 

Walter M. Howes, son of the late Hon. 
William Howes, of Prescott, Wis., for- 
merly of Montpelier, enlisted at the age of 
21 years, was promoted to Orderly Ser- 
geant of Co. F, 37th Wis. reg't ; was se- 
verely wounded, but recovered. In mount- 
ing the enemy's works before Petersburgh, 
April 2, 1865, he was struck by a solid 



shot and instantly killed. He was a young 
man of fine character, high promise and 
an excellent soldier. 

Col. Holden Putnam, of the 93d Illinois, 
was killed in one of Gen. Grant's battles 
with Bragg in 1863. Col. Putnam left 
Montpelier about 1853, and settled in Free- 
port, III., where he was successfully en- 
gaged in the banking business. When 
the war broke out, Putnam, true to the 
name he bore, at once gave his services to 
his country, and gave the name new honor 
by patriotism and bravery as was given by 
the Gen. Putnam of Revolutionary fame. 
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Capt. WiUiam W. Hutchins. son 
of the late William Hutchins of (his 
town, when the rebellion broke out 
resided in Prescott, Wis. He re- 
linquished a good business, and en- 
listed as a prii-ate in the 6th Wis- 
consin, and received promotions to 
Captain. While gallantly leading 
his Company at the Ijattle near 
Ream'sStation.Va., Aug. 19, 1864, 
he was killed. He was a bra%-e sol- 
dier and a good officer. 

We give below an account of a very re- 
markable military expedition under the 
command of Lieut. W. F. Cross, son of 
the late Timothy Cross, of Montpelier, 
which took place on the 3ist of December, 
1S63. in Dakota Territor>-. 

He was ordered to march with twelve 
men a distance of forty miles, to destroy a 
camp of Sioux Indians. The thermometer 
stood at 35° below lero. It was so cold 
that the part)- could not ride, and they 
were therefore compelled to march twenty- 
Sve miles in that Arctic weather. They 
broke up the camp, killing the Indians, 
(we are sorry to add and scalping, though 
that is the fashion in such wars.) and re- 
turned without the loss of a man. though 
two horses gave out and were left on the 
road. On the return march, the ther- 
mometer was 24° below tero. The party 
was absent 39 hours, and in that time 
marched 80 miles, most of the way on 
foot, on snowy ground, and in weather 
never exceeded for severity in any military 
expedition, unless it was in Napoleon's 
Russian campaign. 





OLD MASONIC HALL, — 1834. 
HASO.N'tC. 

BT THOS. H. CITS. 

Aurora Lodge. No. 9, F. & A. M., 
was chartered Oct. 14. 1796, the petition 
for. which was signed by Moses Hubbard. 
Benjamin Waite. and others. 

The hall first occupied we have been un- 
able to ascertain ; but in 1805-6 the meet- 
ings were held in a room over Ceo. B. R. 
Gove's store, (the building now occupied 
byFisher&Co1toD,)onMainstreet. Then 
from 1809 10 1812, they had a hall in the 
old Academy building. About the 6ist of 
January, 1822. this was destroyed by fire. 
January 7th of that )'ear, they assembled 
at Reuben Lamb's mansion-room, so 
called : and from Feb. 4 of the same year 
held their meetings in the Pavilion hotel, 
then kept by Thomas Davis, until thev oc- 
cupied their new hall. The comer stoite 
of this hall was laid Aug. 8, 1822, with 
masonic ceremonies, the oration being de- 
livered by Erastus Watrous. The Lodge 
held their lirst meeting in their new hall 
Oct. 7, 1832. This building stood at tbe 
comer of School and Main streets, on the 
site now occupied by Bethany church. 
(See engraving above.) 

Among the members of the Lodge we 
tind the names of many prominent citizens 
of this and adjoining town.s : 

Sylvester Day, Rev.Benj.Chatterton 

Levi Pitkin, Lovell Kelton. 

Nathan Doty, Salmon Washburn, 

Thos. Keed, Sen'r, Silas Burbank,. 
Samuel Prentiss. Jr., Elijah Witherell, 

Parlev Davis, Chester N\-e, 

Charles Bulkley. Jacob .Miller. 

Erastus Watrous, Col. Samuel Fitield. 

David Wing, Jr.. Denison Smith, 

Cyras Ware, Hezekiah H. Reed, 



MONTPELIER. 



351 



Cornelius Lynde, 
Timothy Hubbard, 
Geo. Worthington, 
Seth Putnam, 
Chapin Keith, 
Richard Holden, 
James Fiske, 
Col. Cyrus Johnson, 
Lamed Lamb, 
Eliakim D. Persons, 
Lemuel Farwell, 
Wyllis L Cadwell, 
Apollos Hall, 
Joseph Wing, 
Isaac Putnam, 
Thomas Wallace, 
Salvin Collins, 
SUas W. Cobb, 
James Deane, 
Amasa Bancroft, 
Sylvanus Baldwin, 
Abel Knapp, 
Jeduthan LoHomis, 
Jonah Parks, 
John Spalding, 
Dr. James Spalding, 
R. Bailey, 
O. H. Smith, 
Gamaliel Washburn, 
ChesV W .Houghton, 
Joseph Howes, 
Daniel Baldwin, 
Samuel Goss, 
Nathan Jewett, 



Roger G. Bulkley, 
Joseph Wiggins, 
Gen. Gusta. Loomis, 
L. Q. C. Bowles, 
Isaiah Silver, 
Harry Richardson, 
Perrin B. Fisk, * 
Israel Dewey, 
Otis Standish, 
Jona. Wallace, 
Diah Richardson, 
Thomas Reed, Jr., 
Nat. C. King, 
Sylvanus Ripley, 
R. R. Keith, 
Nathl. Bancroft, 
Barzillai Davenport, 
Walter Little, 
M. T. C. Wing, 
H. N. Baylies, 
Parrot Blaisdell, 
Daniel H. Dewey, 
Roswell H. Knapp, 
Nelson A. Chase, 
Mark Goss, 
Norman Rublee, 
John Goldsbury, 
Joseph S. Walton, 
Geo. W. Hill, 
Dr. Charles Clark, 
Dr. John Winslow, 
Joel Winch, 
Maj. John Poor. 



the same should be published in all the 
papers in this County. 

Montpelier, 10 September, 1834. 



The Lodge flourished until the time of 
the great anti-masonic wave in 1834. We 
find among the documents preserved the 
following notice, which was published at 
the time in the Vermont Watchman : 

MASONIC NOTICE. 

A meeting of all the masons in Wash- 
ington County is hereby notified to be 
h^den at the hall in Montpelier, on Fri- 
day, the 19th day of September inst., at i 
o'clock, P. M., for the purpose of taking 
under consideration the unhappy and di- 
vided state of community on the subject of 
Freemasonry. It is desirable that the 
views and feelings of every mason in the 
County should oe fiilly represented and 
expressed upon that occasion. This no- 
tice is the result of a very extensive con- 
sultation among masons, and is given at 
their request. 

Montpelier, lothofSept., 1834. 



We, the undersigned, do cordially ap- 
prove of the above notice, and request that 



H. H. Reed, 
Luman Rublee, 
R. R. Keith, 
Isaiah Silver, 
Israel Dewey, 
William Mann, 
H. N. Baylies, 
H. Richardson, 
G. W. Barker, 
Ira Owen, 



Saml. Goss, 
Simeon L. Post, 
Oramel H. Smith, 
Alonzo Pearce, 
S. C. French, 
N. Jewett, 
Nathl. Bancroft, 
Jos. Howes, 
Jason Carpenter, 
Lovel Kelton. 



In accordance with said notice, the 
members met at Masonic hall. We copy 
from>the records: 

At a special communication of Aurora 
Lodge No. 9, duly summoned and hold- 
en at Mason's Hall, in Montpelier, on 
Friday, the 19th day of September, A. 
L. 5834. 

Number of brethren present, about sixty. 

On motion, the following resolutions 
were passed and adopted by said Lodge, 
viz : 

Resolved and voted. That the trustees, 
or the survivors of them, who hold the ti- 
tle to the Masonic Hall in trust for the use 
of Aurora Lodge, No. 9, (reference being 
had to the deed of trust,) be, and are 
hereby directed to sell saia Hall, and all 
right this Lodge may have therein, and 
also to sell all and singular the personal 
property belonging to said Lodge, and 
make all collections of dues to said Lodge 
(if any^ as soon as may be, and to tne 
best advantage, and from the avails of 
such sales and collections to pay all sums 
due fi-om said Lodge ; the same to be as- 
certained and certified by Jeduthan Loom- 
is, who is hereby appointed a committee 
for thai purpose ; and the balance of such 
avails to pay and deliver to the Treasurer 
of the Washington County Grammar 
School, for the use and disposal of the 
trustees of said Grammar School, to whom 
the same is hereby presented as a dona- 
tion from this Lodge for the purpose of 
education ; and a copy of this vote shall 
be their sufficient warrant for the same. 

Resolved and votedy That until a sale of 
the Masonic Hall shall be made and com- 
pleted, full leave and license is hereby giv- 
en, and the Lodge does hereby approve of 
all kinds of assemblies being held in this 
Lodge room, under the direction and con- 
trol of the trustees aforesaid of said Hall. 

Resolved and voted. That Aurora Lodge, 
No. 9, be now dissolved, and closed forever. 
Attest, Hezekiah H. Reed, 

Sec'y pro tern. 
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King Solomon Royal Arch Chapter, 
No. 5, — Commenced woiidng under a dis- 
pensation granted Oct. 7, 1809, and char- 
tered Jan. 3, 18 10. 

Charter Af embers — Charles Bulkley, 
Erastus Watrous, Joseph Freeman, Solo- 
mon Miller, Nathan Doty, Sherman Minot, 
Denison Smith, Sylvanus Baldwin, and 
Cabot W. Hyde. 

Jan. 18, 1810, — The first board of officers 
were elected, as follows : Charles Bulkley, 
High Priest ; Erastus Watrous, King ; Jo- 
seph Freeman, Scribe; Joseph Howes, 
Treasurer'; Jeduthan Loomis, Secretary; 
Solomon Miller, Captain of the Host ; Na- 
than Doty, Principal Sojourner; Phineas 
Woodbury, Royal Arch Captain ; Sylvan- 
us Baldwin, Master of 3d Veil ; Denison 
Smith, Master of 2d Veil ; George Worth- 
ington. Master of fst Veil: Nathan 
Jcwctt, Tyler. 

The Chapter held its meetings in the 
hall occupied by Aurora Lodge. Many of 
the masons mentioned in the list of the 
Lodge were members of this body. We 
give, the names of a few not given there 
who took their d^rees in, and were mem- 
bers of, this Chapter : 

Hiram Steele, Asa Partridge, Jona. 
Briggs of Marshfield, Isaac Fletcher of 
Lyndon, Jacob Davis of Randolph, Mat- 
thias Haines of Cabot, Gov. Samuel C. 
Crafts of Craftsbur}', N. R. Sawder of 
Hydepark, J. Steams of Chelsea, Seth G. 
Bigelow of Brookfield, Z. P. Burnham, 
Gov. Julius Converse (then) of Randolph, 
J. K. Parish of Randolph, D. Azro A. 
Buck of Chelsea ; and many others might 
be given did space permit. 

We copy from the Chapter Records : 

Oct. 20, 1 8 16. — Voted, That the treas- 
urer pay out of the funds of the Chapter 
to the treasurer of the Vermont Bible So- 
ciety the sum of thirty dollars. 

Dec. 4, 1816. — Voted, To appropriate 
ten dollars tor the benefit of schools m the 
Western States. 

WTiether the Chapter formaUy surren- 
dered its charter or not, we have no means 
of knowing, but at the time of the dissolu- 
tion of the Lodge it is probable that it was 
forfeited, as we find no record of meetings 
after that time. 



MoNTPELiER Council of Royal and 
Select Masters. — Organized Jan. 3, 
1 8 18, by Jeremy L. Cross, with Lucius Q. 
C. Bowles as T. I. G. M.. Nathan Jewett 
as D. I. G. M., and Daniel Baldwin as P. 
C. We can find no further record of their 
proceedings other than that they existed 
until the breaking up of Masonry in 1834, 
though they did not surrender their char- 
ter until the revival of Masonry in this 
State about the year 1850 or ^51, when by 
so doing they received a new one. 



Aurora Lodge, No. 22, F. & A. M. — 
Chartered Jan. 9, 185 1. 

Charter Members. — Harr>' Richardson, 
John Poor, Walter Littie, Diah Richard- 
son, Ira S. Town, Henry Crane, Otis 
Peck, Shubael Wheeler, T. C. Taptin, 
Levi Boutwell, Gamaliel Washburn. 

The first meeting was held in the office 
of Dr. T. C. Taplin, Feb. 5, 1850, for the 
purpose of drawing up a petition for a 
charter. 

The first election of officers occurred 
March 25, 1 851, at which time the follow- 
ing list was chosen : T. C. Taplin, W. 
M. ; Levi Boutwell, S. W. ; John Poor, J. 
W. ; A. A. Cross, Sec'y: Ira S. Town, 
Treas. ; Gamaliel Washburn, S. D. ; Diah 
Richardson, J. D. : Henry Crane, Tyler. 

The first hall occupied by the Lodge 
^•as in the third story (over the Vermont 
Bank,) of the building now owned by L. 
B. Huntington, on State Street. They 
remained here until Nov. 13, 1859, ^^Q 
they removed into the new block, built for 
S. S. Boyce, afterwards owned by Fred E. 
Smith. This they occupied until it was 
destroyed in Montpelier's first great fire, 
March 12, 1875. Meetings were then held 
in the American House, owned by Chester 
Oark, a prominent member of the Order, 
until the completion of Union Block, where 
a spacious hall and ante-rooms were fitted 
up especially for the use of the Masonic 
bodies. The first meeting was held in the 
new hall Dec. 13, 1875, which they now 
occupy. 

List of Past A fosters — T. C. Taplin, 
1850: Gamaliel Washburn. 1851-54, 1856; 
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John C. Emery, 1855, 1857-59, 1861-63, 
1878-79; John W. Clark, i860; Denison 
Dewey, 1864; Jas. S. Peck, 1869-71; J. 
W. F. Washburn, 1872-74; J. Austin 
Paine, 1875-76; Truman C. Phinney, 
1865-68, 1880, and now in office. 

Ust of officers, elected April 11, 1881 — 
T. C. Phinney, W. M. ; Geo. W. Wing, 
S. W.; J. W. F. Washburn, J. W. ; Jas. 
C. Houghton, Treas. ; Thos. H. Cave, 
Sec'y; Stephen R. Colby, S. D. ; Fred. 
W. Morse, J. D. ; Cha.s. C. Ramsdell, S. 
S. ; G. Blair, J. S. ; C. C. Dudley, Chap- 
lain ; A. F. Humphrey, Marshal ; W. A. 
Hriggs, Organist; Isaac M. Wright, Tyler. 

No. of members, 167. Regular com- 
munications, Monday evening of week in 
which the moon fulls. Annual, April com- 
munication. 

King Solo.mon Roval Arch Chaptkr, 
No. 7. — Chartered Aug. 14, 1851. 

Charter ^f embers — John Poor, Levi 
Boutwell, Appleton Fitch, David Leach, 
Walter Little, Simeon Eggleston, Harry 
Richardson, Gamaliel Washburn, Joel 
Winch. 

The Chapter commenced its labors un- 
der a dispensation dated Jan. 9, 1851, and 
on April 8 conferred the R. A. degree up- 
on Henry Crane, Geo. S. Johnson, and 
Joel Winch, Jr. 

The iirst election of officers occurred 
Dec. 27th, 1851, with the following result: 

John Poor, High Priest; T. C. Taplin, 
King; Silas C. French, Scribe: J. E. Bad- 
ger, Sec'y ; Levi Boutwell, Treas. ; Gama- 
liel Washburn, Captain of the Host ; Har- 
ry Richardson, Principal Sojourner ; Geo. 
S. Johnson, Royal Arch Captain ; M. O. 
Persons, Master of 3d Veil; Joel Winch, 
Jr., Master of 2d Veil ; J. P. W. Vincent, 
Master of ist Veil ; Henr}- Crane, Tyler. 

The Chapter has held its meetings in 
connection with Aurora Lodge continously 
since its organization, sharing with it in the 
expenses of rent. 

PcLst High Priests — John Poor, T. C. 
Taplin, Gamaliel Washburn, Levi Bout- 
well, C. N. Carpenter, Eli Ballou, Fred. E. 
Smith, John W. Clark, J. W. F. Wash- 
burn, James S. Peck. 



Officers elected April 14, 1881 — Geo. W. 
Wing, H. P. ; Truman C. Phinney, K. ; 
Geo. Atkins, S. ; Thos. H. Cave, SecV; 
Jas. C. Houghton, Treas.; J. W. F. 
Washburn, C. of H.: C. Blakely, P. S. ; 
Thos. L. Wood, R. A. C. ; Geo. L. Lane, 
.VL 3d V. ; Geo. Blair, M. 2d V. ; Henry 
W. Drew, M. ist V. ; Chas. W. Guernsey, 
Daniel S. Wheatley, Stewards ; Rev. How- 
ard F. Hill, Chaplain; Wm. A. Briggs, 
Organist; Isaac M. Wright, Tyler. 

No. of members, 112. Stated Convoca- 
tions, Thursday evening of week in which 
the moon fulls. Annual, April convoca- 
tion. 

MoNTPKLiER Council, No. 4, Royal 
AXD Select Masters — Chartered Aug. 
10, 1855. 

The first meeting was held June 30, 
1853, — working under the old charter, — 
with the following officers : John Poor, Th. 
III. G. M.: T. C. Taplin, R. III. G. M.; 
Samuel L. Adams, III. G. M.; Otis Peck, 
Prin. Cond. : Joel Winch, Capt. of G. ; 
Harry Richardson, Marshal ; Gamaliel 
Washburn, Recorder: Simeon Eggleston, 
Tvler. 

They held meetings until Feb. i, 1855, 
conferring the degrees on a number of 
companions. Having complied with a 
resolution of the Grand Council, surren- 
dering their old charter, and requesting a 
new one, the same was granted them, da- 
ted Aug. 10, 1855. 

First board of officers elected. — T. C. 
Taplin, Th. 111. G. M. ; Samuel E. Adams, 
R. 111. G. M. ; David Roberts, 111. G. M. ; 
Wm. P. Badger, Treas. ; John E. Badger, 
Recorder; Gamaliel Washburn, Prin. 
Cond. ; John W. Hobart, Capt. of the G. ; 
Wm. Rogers, Marshal ; Henry Crane, 
Tyler. 

Fast lUtistrious Masters — John Poor, 
one year ; T. C. Taplin, nine years ; Ga- 
maliel Washburn, four years ; Truman C. 
Phinney, who received his eleventh elec- 
tion April 14th, 1 88 1. 

Foard of officers elected April 14, 1 88 1 . — 
Truman C. Phinney, Th. 111. M. ; Fred. 
E. Smith, D. M. ; John W. Clark, P. C. 
of the W. ; Jas. C. Houghton, Treas. ; 
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Thos. H. Cave, Recorder ; G«o. W. Wing, 
Capt. of the G. ; J. W. F. Washburn. 
Cond. of the C. ; Rev. H. F. Hill. Chap- 
lain; W. A. Briggs. Marshal; Tfaos. L. 
Wood, Steward ; Isaac M. Wright, Sen- 
tinel. 

The Comtdl occupies the same hall in 
connectioD with the Lodge and Chapter. 

No. of meroben, 70. Regular Assem- 
blies, Ttauisday evening in which the moon 
liitb. Annual in April. 

MOITNT ZlON COHHANDERV, No. 9. 

Knights Templar.— Date of charter, 
March 30, 1873. Charter members, Jon- 
athan L. Mack, Heniy D. Beui. Frank 
H. Bascom, G. V.C.Eastman. J. Monroe 
Poland, Jas. W. Brock, Emory Town,,C. 
E. Abbott, A. McGiIi.-ar>-. 

Firit Board of Officers.— ]. L. Mack, 
Eminent Commander; H. D. Bean. Gen- 
eralissimo; F. H. Bascom, Captain Gen- 
eral; G. V. C. Eastman, Prelate; C. £. 
Abbott, Senior Warden; A. McCilvarj-, 
Junior Warden ; Joel Winch, Treasurer; 
J. M. Poland, Recorder; E. Town, Stand- 
ard Bearer ; L. Bart. Cross, Sword Bearer ; 
G. W. Tilden, Warder. 

Officers EUaedDec. i8«o.— J. L. Mack, 

E. C. ; Geo. W. Wing, Generalissimo; 
Henry Ferris, Capt. Gen.; C. Blakely, 
Pi«btc ; J. S. Batchelder, S. W. : W. A. 
Briggs. J. W.; J, C. Houghton, Treas. ; 
Geo. Addns, Recorder: E. L. White, St. 
B. ; J. C. Cady, Sw. B. ; J. W. F. Wash- 
bum, Warder ; George Blair. istCapt. G. ; 
J. Henry Jackson, 2d Capt. G. ; M. Man- 
ning, 3d Capt. G. ; A. McGilvary, Com- 
missary; D. S. Wheatley, Sentinel. 

Jonathan L. Mack has been Eminent 
Commander since the organiiation. 

Stated Conclaves, first Thursday in each 
month; No. of members, j8. 

Gamaliei. Lodge of Pehfectiox, 
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite.— Dispen- 
sation granted Dec. 15th, 1874; chartered 
Aug. i8th, 1875; constituted Sept. i6th, 
1875- » 

First Board of Officers.— V. H. Bas- 
com, 31°, T. P. Grand Master; A. C. 
Dewey, 32°, Deputy Grand Master ; J. W. 

F. Washburn, 32°, V. S, Grand Warden; 



M.T.McNeely,32'',V. J.Grand Warden; 
A. N, Pearson, 32°, Grand Orator; M. O, 
Pingree, 32°, Grand Keeper of the Seals: 
H. S. Smith, 32'',Grand Treasurer; C.H. 
Heaton, 32°, Grand Secretary ; S. R. _ 
Colby, 32°, G. M. of Ceremonies; C. C. 
Church. 16°, Grand Hospitaler: H. Pat- 
terwin, 14°, Grand Capt. of the G. ; J. A. 
Paine, 14°, Grand Organist ; C.Clark, 14°, 
Grand Tyler; H. W. Lrford, 14=, Grand 

Board af Officers. 1881.— Rev. Howard 
F. Hill, 32°, T. P. Gr. Master; S. R. 
Colby, 33°. D. Gr. Master; William A. 
Briggs, 16", S. Gr. Warden: Geo. W. 
White, 16°, J. Gr. Warden; Ed. R. 
Morse, 16°, Gr. Orator; C. H. Heaton. 
32°, Gr. Secretary; H. W. Lyford, 14°, 
Gr. K. of Seals: H. C. Bartlett, 31". Gr. 
M. ofCer. ;H. D. Bean, 14", Gr. Hos- 
pitaler: Henry Lowe, 16°. Gr. Capt. of the 
G. : J. W. F.' Washburn, 32°. Gr. Organ- 
ist; I. M. Wright, 16°, Gr. Tyler. 

Regular meetings, Tuesday evening of 
week in which the moon fiiUs. 

Place of meeting. Masonic Hall. 

Mount Calvary Council of Princes 
OF Jerusalem, Ancient Accepted Scottish 
Rite— Chartered Sept. 20, 1880. 
Board of Officers. 1881.— F. H. Bas- 

: com. 32°, .M. E. S. P. G, M. ; J. W. F. 

I Washburn, 32°, G. H. P. D. G. M. : 
Chas. H. Heaton, 32°. M. E. S. G. W.: 
Geo. W. Wing, i6». M. E. J. C. W.; 
S. R. Colby, 32'', Val. Gr. Treas. ; Wm. 
A. Briggs, 16°. V. C. S. K. of S. & A. : 
Rev. H. F. Hill. 320. V. G. .M. of Cer. : 
H. S. Smith, 32°, Val. Gr. Almoner: F.F, 
Hetcher, 16°, V. Gr. M. of Ent. ; Henrj- 
Lowe, 16", Gr. Tyler. 

Regular meetings. Tuesday evening of 
week in which the moon fulls, at Masonic 
Hall. 

St, Helena CoNCi-tvE.— May 1, 1875, 
Frank H. Bascom, 32°. D. D. I'ntendant 
General, instituted at Masonic Headquar- 
ters. Montpelier, the above named conclave 
of the ■' Imperial, Ecclesiastical and Mil- 
itary" Order of the Red Cross of Rome 
and Constanline, the Invincible Order of 
Knights of the Holy Sepulchre and the 
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Holy Order of St. John the Evangelist. 
The following officers were elected : 

Frank H. Bascom, 32®, Montpelier, 
Most Puissant Sovereign ; J. W. F. Wash- 
burn, 32®, Montpelier, Viceroy; George 
W. Tilden, Barre, Senior General ; E. A. 
Newcomb, Waterbury, Junior General; 
J. H. Jackson, Barre, High Prelate ; Albert 
Dewey, 32°, Montpelier, Recorder; Geo. 
W. Wing, Montpelier, Treasurer ; Horace 
W. Lyford, Warren, Prefect ; H. O. Hatch, 
Barre, Standard Bearer; D. A. Gray, 
Waterbury, Herald ; John C. Cave, 14°, 
Montpelier, Sentinel. 

This Chivalric and Christian Order was 
founded A. D. 313, by Constantine, the 
Great Roman Emperor. It is the Ancient 
Knighthood of Europe, and is the most 
ancient body of Christian Masonry known. 
It is conferred upon Knights Templar only 
in America, and is the ne plus ultra of 
York Rite Masonry, being conferred upon 
a select few only. 

Oct. 3, 1876, Frank H. Bascom, of 
Montpelier, was appointed Deputy for 
Vermont, to institute Mt. Sinai Temple of 
the Ancient Arabic Order of Nobles of the 
Mystic Shrine. It is conferred only on 
Knights Templars and 32° and 33° of the 
A. & A. Rite. 

Geo. O. Tyler, 33°, of Burlington, was 
elected ist Grand Potentate, and Charles 
H. Heaton, 32**, of Montpelier, Grand Re- 
corder. The present Grand Potentate is 
A. C. Dewey, 32°, and F. H. Bascom, 32, 
Grand Recorder. 



KNIGHTS OF HONOR. 

Capital Lodge, No. 917. — Organized 
Feb. 26, 1878. Charter members, J. W. 
Clark, R. J. Coffey, Orrin Daley, C. H. 
Farnsworth, Thos. Marvin, H. M.Pierce, 
Geo. W. Parmenter, T. C. Phinney, Geo. 
L. Story, D. S. Wheatley, J. B. Wood- 
ward, Chas. Wells. 

Regular meetings, first and third Wed- 
day evenings in each month. 

Hall in Sabin's Block, Main Street; 
membership, 44. 



odd fellows. 

Vermont Lodge, No. 2, was instituted 
May 15, 1845 ; the charter was granted 
April 26, of that year. The charter mem- 
bers were Rev. Eli Ballou, Thos. Poole, 
James W. Bigelow, Lorenzo Dow, Wm. 
H. Cottrrill. 

In 1852 it suspended, and was revived 
under its present charter, July 24, 1873. 

Charter Members.^X, T. Keith, C. T. 
Summers, A. D. Lane, Chas. F. Collins, 
Marble Russell, Geo. Reed, T. C. Bar- 
rows, G*. B. Dodge, O. T. Dodge, L. M. 
Washburn, A. N. Pearson. 

The first -officers were, A. T. Keith, 
N. G. ; A. N. Pearson, V. G. ; A. D. Lane, 
Secretary. 

The following board of officers were 
elected July i, 1881 : 

W. D. Reid, N. G. ; A. W. Ferrin, V. 
G. ; H. C. Webster, Rec. Sec'y. ; C. F. 
Collins, Per Sec^. ; D. W. Dudley, Treas. ; 
C. T. Summers, R. S. N. G. ; Henry 
Whitcomb, L. S. N. G. ; C. W. Guern- 
sey, R. S. V. G. ; A. Clark, L. S. V. G. ; 
C. E. Wood, Warden; J. H. Jackson, 
Conductor; H. E. Slayton, Inside Guard; 
Chas. O. Foster, Outside Guard ; Charles 
Ferrin, R. S. S. ; Orville Dewey, L. S. S. ; 
Rev. H. F. Hill, Chaplain. 

Hall in Post Office Block, State Street. 

Brooks Post, No. 13, Grand Army 
OF the Republic, was instituted April 28, 

1873. 
Charter Members,— V. P. Pitkin. F. V. 

Randall, J. S. Peck, J. W. Clark, J. O. 
Livingston, F. E. Smith, Geo. S. Robin- 
son, C. B. Wilson, J. M. Poland, N. N. 
Glazier, A. C. Brown, H. C. Lull, O. 
Daley, A. G. Bean and Elihu Snow. 

Present Officers. — W. F. Waterman, 
Commander; W. E. Lawson, Senior Vice 
Commander; N. C. Peck, Junior Vice 
Commander; H. L. Averill, Adjutant; 
H. M. Pierce, Quarter Master; Geo. W. 
Colby, Surgeon ; Chas. A. Sanders, Chap- 
lain ; W. W. Noyes, Officer of the day ; 
J.J. Young, Officer of the Guard ; C. E. 
Stowe, Q. M. Sergeant. 

The Post meets the first and third 
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Tuesday evenings in the month at their 
Hall, on South Main Street. 

The Post, in a financial point of view, 
is even with the w^orld. It has assisted 
many desening soldiers and their fam- 
ilies. It has alwa}-s obser\'ed the memo- 
rial services on Decoration Dav in a man- 
ner highly commendable : and has been 
assisted materially by the citizens of the 
Capital on that day. It has done many 
deeds of charit}% and still has that work to 
perform, and should receive the aid of all 
good citizens. 

Membership, 150. 

St. John Baptist Benevolent So- 
ciETV. — Incorporated Nov. 23, 1872. 

The object of the Saint John Baptist 
Societ}* of Montpelier is to render aid to 
the members in sickness, and, by the spirit 
of Christian association, to encourage the 
practice of the social virtues, and re\ive 
among them the sentiments of their na- 
tionality. To accomplish this end, as 
honorable as it is useful, the members 
agree to hold frequent meetings, and to 
make regular contributions to form a re- 
ser\'e fiind by means of which, in accord- 
ance with the conditions expressed in the 
rules of the society, each member will be 
entitled to a daily but temporar} assist- 
ance. 

Uiarter Members. — Mitchell Sweet, 
Eugene Laviolette, John C. White, Joseph 
N. Goron, Cyprien Peltier, Dieu D. Xev- 
eaux, Peter St. Rock, Alexander Camp- 
bell, John Rock, John Doucette, Alex- 
ander Campbell, Jr., John Jangraw, Ferd 
La Croix, Seraphine Neveaux, Alexander 
Jangraw, Humphrey Campbell, John Gag- 
non, Jesse Cayhue, Louis Greenwood, 
Frank Greenwood, Frank Lude, Louis 
Rodney, David Brown, Leonard Mail bote, 
Peter Gay, Jerry Gay. Frank Lanier, 
Marcus Louiselle, Corliss Desaulniers. 
Edward Rattell. 

FresefU Officers, 1881. — President, Al- 
phonso Shorey : Vice Pres't. Paul Terieo : 
Secretarv, Mitchell Sweet : Treasurer. 
Seraphine Neveaux : Marshal. Louis Rod- 
ney. 

Membership, 50. 



MEMBERS OF WASHINGTON COINTY BAR. 

BT 40?5EPH A. WlXti, ESQ. 

The following are now residents at 
Montpelier : 

Homer W. Heaton, admitted to the 
Bar in Washington Co., November term. 
1835 T °ow aged 70. 

Joseph A. Wing, admitted to the Bar 
April term, 1836, and in 1881 is 71 years 
of age: practiced in Plainfield till June, 
1858, and since that time has practiced 
law at Montpelier. 

Luther L. Dlrant, aged 54 years, wa< 
admitted to the Bar in Washington County. 
November term. 1850. Commenced at 
Waitsfield. June, 1852. went to Water- 
bur}* in 1855. and came to Montf)elier, 
Nov. 1866. 

Carlisle J. Gleason, admitted to the 
Bar in Washington County, September 
term, 1858. 

Whitman G. Ferrin. aged 64 years, 
admitted to the Bar in Lamoille County, 
1843. June \^rm : moved to Montpelier in 
1859. 

Timothy P. Redfield. aged 67 years, 
admitted to the liar in Orleans County, 
June term, 1838 ; practiced in that county 
till 1848, when he removed to Montpelier. 
He was elected Judge of the Supreme 
Court by the Legislature at the October 
session, 1870, and has been Judge of said 
Court till the present time. 

JosiAH O. Livingston, admitted in 
Lamoille, May term. 1861 : was in the 
Army as Adjutant of the 9th Regiment : 
moved to Monti>elier in 1872. 

Stephen C. Shurtleff, aged 43 years, 
admitted to the Bar in Washington Co. 
March term, 1863: commenced at Plain- 
field in October, and came to Montpelier. 
September. 1876. 

C. H. Heath, aged 52 years, admitted 
to the Bar in Lamoille County. Dec. 7. 
1859: removed to Plainfield in 1859, ^"^^ 
from there to Montpelier in 1872. 

Thomas J. Deavitt. admitted to the 
Bar in 1867: practiced in Moretown, and 
moved to Montpelier in 1S73. 
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Hiram A. Huse, a graduate of Albany- 
Law School in May, 1867; admitted in 
Orange County, removed to Montpelier in 
1873, and was appointed State Librarian 
in 1873. 

Benjamin F. Fifield, aged 49 years, 
admitted to the Bar in Washington Co. in 
1859. 

Hiram Carl?:ton, aged 43 years, ad- 
mitted to the Bar of Washington County 
at the September term, 1865 ; commenced 
the practice of law at Waitsfield, in May, 
1866, and moved from there to Montpelier 
in December, 1875. 

Melvillk E. Smilie, aged 37 years, 
admitted to the Bar in Washington County, 
March term, 1866. He began practice at 
Waterbury in 1867, and removed to Mont- 
pelier in 1875; was appointed County 
Clerk in 1876, and has continued clerk to 
the present time. 

George W. Wing, aged 38 years, ad- 
mitted to the Bar of Washington County, 
March term, 1868. 

Truman R. Gordon, aged 30 years, 
admitted to the Bar in Washington Co. 
September tenn, 1877 ; commenced prac- 
tice in Montpelier in 1878. 

Henry K. Field, aged 35 years, was 
admitted to Windham County Court, Sept. 
term, 1871 : removed to Montpelier in 
1872. 

Charles W. Porter, aged 32 years, 
was admitted to the Bar of Washington 
County, Sept. term, 1874. 

Clarence H. Pitkin, aged 32 years, 
was admitted to the Bar of Washington 
County, March term, 1872. He is the 
present State's Attorney of the County. 

William A. Lord, aged 32 years, was 
admitted to the Bar of Washington Co. 
March term, 1876. 

Rush P. Barrett, aged 26 years, ad- 
mitted to the Bar of Windsor County, 
Dec. 7, 1878 ; removed to Montpelier in 
May, 1 88 1. 

Harry G. Dewing, aged 29, admitted 
to the Bar of Washington County, Sept. 
term, 1875. 



Harlan W. Kemp, aged 23 years, ad" 
mitted to the Bar of Washington County, 
Sept. 7, 1880. 

James S. Peck, aged 41 years, was ad- 
mitted to the Bar of Washington County, 
Sept. 7, 1866; now Postmaster of Mont- 
pelier. 

OsMAN D. Clark, aged 26 years, was 
admitted to the Bar of Washington Co. 
March term, 1879. 

John G. Wing, aged 22 years, was ad- 
mitted to the Bar of Washington County, 
Sept. term, 1886. 

Frank W. Tuttle, aged 21 years, was 
admitted to the Bar of Washington Co. at 
the March term, 1881. 

Henry Oviatt, aged ^^ years, admit- 
ted to Washington County Bar, March 
term, 1875 ^ the present short hand re- 
porter of the Court. 

There are many members of the Bar of 
! Washington County who were once resi- 
dents of Montpelier, who are now living in 
other States, who are honorable members 
of the profession, among whom are Hon. 
j Samuel B. Prentiss, of Cleveland, Ohio : 
Joseph A. Prentiss, of Winona, Minn. ; 
C. W. Prentiss, of Cleveland, Ohio, and 
Chauncey W. Town, of New York city ; 
J. P. C. Cottrill, of Milwaukee; Daniel G. 
Thompson, of New York city ; Azel Spald- 
ing, of Kansas; Chester W. Merrill, of 
Cincinnati :. Rodney Lund, of Boston; N. 
A. Taylor, of Council Bluffs, Iowa; Still- 
man Churchill, of Chicago ; Jeremiah T. 
Marston, of Madison, Wis. 

From the formation of the Countv of 
Washington, the bar of the County was 
noted for men of learning and talent, who 
have passed away by death. Of those who 
have died who lived in Montpelier, or had 
their offices in Montpelier, are the follow- 
ing, many of whom should have more than 
a passing notice : Charles Bulkley, Cyrus 
Ware, Samuel Prentiss, Wm. Upham, 
Nicholas Baylies, Jeduthan Loomis, Azro 
Loomis, Lucius B. Peck, Stoddard B. Col- 
by, Oramel H. Smith, Wm. P. Briggs, 
Jackson A. Vail, William H. Upham, Jon- 
athan P. Miller, D. P. Thompson, George 
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R. Thompson, Calvin J. Keith, Samuel B. 
Prentiss, C. W. Willard, Charles Reed, 
Charles F. Smith, Ferrand F. Merrill, 
Timothy Merrill, Thomas Reed, Hezekiah 
H. Reed, Joshua Y. Vail, J. T. Marston, 
George B. Manser, Samuel Wells, George 
W. Bailey, Jr., Samuel W. Chandler. 

C. D. Swazey, C. D. Harvey, R. S. 
Boutwell, were in Montpelier in 1865, 
whether living or not I cannot tell. 

[Note. — ^Judge Bulkley is noticed in 
Berlin and in these pages as the first post- 
master in Montpelier, and the first lawyer. 
We have been told he was a strong man, 
of fine talent, and that the house b still 
standing on Berlin side in which he lived, 
which IS all we have been able to learn 
about him. We would be pleased to learn 
more, as also of aiiy and all mentioned, of 
whom we have not full notice amone our 
biographies to yet follow, which embrace 
at least twenty or more of the above 
names. — Ed.] 

VERMONT BAR ASSOCIATION. | 

This association was formed Oct. 22, ; 
1878, at Montpelier, and organized by the 
appointment of the following oflicers : 

President, Edward J. Phelps, Burling- 
ton; Vice Presidents, G. W. Harmon, 
Bennington,WheelockG. Veazey, Rutland, 
William E. Johnson, Woodstock, Guy C. 
Noble, St. Albans, Wm. P. Dillingham, 
Waterburj* ; Secretary, Hiram F. Stevens, 
St. Albans; Treasurer, Wm. G. Shaw, 
Burlington. 

The association numbered about 100 
members, and was chartered by the 
Legislature of 1878, approved Nov. 14, 
1878, and duly organized under the charter 
by the election of theoflicers above named 
for one year. At the first annual meeting, 
at Montpelier, Oct. 28, 1879, ^^^ follow- 
ing officers were elected for the ensuing 
year: President, L. P. Poland, of St. 
Johnsbury ; Vice Presidents, George W. 
Harmon, Bennington, Roswell Famham, 
Bradford, John L. Edwards, Newport ; ' 
Secretary, Clarence H. Pitkin, Montf)elier ; 
Treasurer, Wm. G. Shaw, Burlington. 1 

The 2d annual meeting of the association 
was held on the 4th Tuesday in October, 
1880, when the following officers were ap- 
pointed : ; 



President, Walter C. Ehmton, Rutland ; 
Vice Presidents, Warren C. French, Wood- 
stock, John Prout, Rutland, Guy C. Noble, 
St. Albans ; Secretar>', Clarence H. Pitkin, 
Montpelier; Treasurer, Wm. G. Shaw, 
Burlington. 

The 3d annual meeting was held on 
Tuesday, Oct. 25th, 188 1, when the fol- 
lowing officers were elected : 

President, Daniel Roberts, Buiiington ; 
Vice Presidents, Geo. W. Harmon, Ben- 
nington, John L. Edwards, Newport, Ros- 
well Farnham, Bradford ; Secretar)-, Clar- 
ence H. Pitkin. Montpelier; Treasurer, 
Chas. W. Porter, Montpelier; Managers, 
Daniel Roberts, Burlington, W. P. Dil- 
lingham, Waterbury, John W. RoweD, 
Randolph, O. E. Butterfield, Wilmington, 
Henry C. Ide, St. Johnsbur}*. 

The association is in a prosperous con- 
dition, with about 120 members, from all 
parts of the State, and is of great benefit 
to the legal profession in the State. 

THE MEDICAL MEN OF MONTPELIER. 
BT 8UMXUI PfTTXAM, M . D. 

Physicians who have lived and practiced 
in Montpelier within my remembrance or 
since 1828 : 

Dr. Edward Lamb was the leading 
physician in this town for over 40 years. 
He died at the age of 74, in 1845. 

Dr. James Spalding, who died in 
1858 at the age of 66, was the chief sur- 
geon here for many years. 

Dr. J. Y. Dewey had a ftill practice 
here from r825 to 1850, when he became 
interested in life insiunnce, and discontin- 
ued practice. He died in 1877. 

As these men reached the zenith of their 
fame, Dr. F. W. Adams of Barton suc- 
ceeded them, and being a whole team in 
himself soon acquired fame. If reports 
were true, he neither feared man, nor the 
God of his fathers, but was reallv a kind- 
hearted man, a good physician and sur- 
geon. He died in 1859 or 60. 

Dr. Z. P. Burxham practiced here a 
few years, but about 1840 moved to Low- 
ell, Mass. 
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Dr. Ezra Paine was a practitioner here 
from 1859 to 73, when he moved to Bos- 
ton, where he now resides. 

In 1849, ^^' Chas. Clark moved into 
Montpelier, and had a large practice in the 
village and surrounding country until 1865, 
when his health failed. He died in 1874 
at the age of 74 years. 

Dr. C. M. RuBLEE bom in town; died 
in town 1870. [See sketch in the biogra- 
phies.] 

About 1850, Dr. Orrin Smith of Berlin 
moved here, and practiced until 1856, 
when he went to Chicago, and has since 
died. I have heard many of his former 
patrons speak of him with respect. 

Dr. C. B. Chandler came from Tun- 
bridge in 1856; died in 1867. He was re- 
spected by all who knew him . [See sketch 
in biographies.] 

About 1850, Dr. T. C. Taplin practiced 
homoeopathy, and adhered to high dilu- 
tions, foo. 

Then followed Dr. G. N. Brigham, 
homceopathist, who did not always give 
infinitesimals, and moved to Michigan in 

1875. 
Dr. B. O. Tyler, I think, moved from 

Worcester to this place and became en- 
gaged mostly in selling drugs. He died 
May 20, 1878, at an advanced age. 

Dr. W. H. H. Richardson moved here 
about 1858, from E. Montpelier, and prac- 
ticed successfully till 1867, when he 
moved to Winona, Minn., to continue 
practice, and engaged, somewhat, in real 
estate speculations, but in a few years died 
suddenly of apoplexy in the prime of life. 

Since the days of Lamb, Spalding, and 
Dewey, up to the dates of those at present 
here, two or three other physicians have 
practiced here, for a short time, viz : — Dr. 
G. H. LooMis, Dr. W. Azel Holmes, 
Dr. F. A. McDowell, Dr. M. M. Marsh, 
and Dr. J. H.Jackson. Dr. H. L. Rich- 
ardson practiced here in 1866, and Dr. 
Mulligan about 1858 or '59; the* latter 
of whom died here soon after beginning 
practice. 

Of the physicians at present in practice 
here. Dr. C. M. Chandler, son of C. B. 



Chandler, came here in i860, but went 
south as surgeon during the war, and final- 
ly settled in practice here in the fall of 
1865. 

Dr. S. Putnam, now the oldest physi- 
cian in town, came here in the spring of 
1865, and desiring to establish himself hon- 
orably, and crowd no one, purchased the 
residence and ^""gaod wiW^ of the late Dr. 
Chas. Clark, the latter of which purchases 
he was not fortunate enough to retain, if 
indeed, he ever received it at all. 

The same year, 1865, Dr. J. E. Macom- 
BER, a native of East Montpelier, moved 
to this place from Worcester. 

In 1866, Dr. D. G. Kemp succeeded Dr. 
W. H. H. Richardson in practice. 

Dr. J. B. Woodward came, I think, 
from Kansas to this place, about 1870, 
having formerly practiced in Waterbury, 
this county. He engaged at first in the 
drug trade but soon came into practice, 
which he pursued with avidity until the 
fall of 1879, when in consequence of a 
slight wound of the finger, received during 
a surgical operation, cellulites and septicae- 
mia supervened, sadly terminating in death. 

About 1876, Dr. H. G. Brigham, hom- 
ceopathist, succeeded his father G. N. 
Brigham in practice. 

The Eclectic School of Medicine, so 
called, (Thompsonians formerly) have 
been represented here since about 1864 by 
Dr. J. M. Templeton, and latterly also, 
by Dr. H. E. Templeton. 

For more than thirty years Madame 
Lucy A. Cooke has been consulted here 
as a clairvoyant physician, her patrons 
coming from all parts of the country. 

In the spring of 1880, Dr. W. D. Reid, 
from Canada West, opened an office here, 
and about the same time Dr. Geo. E. Ma- 
LOY began practice in Montpelier. 

Oct. 29, 1881. 

RESIDENT DENTISTS. 

O. P. Forbush, for some years here ; 
Richard Newton, partner with Forbush; 
Alfred Claric ; H. T. Whitney ; G. E. Hunt 
opened an office here Oct., 1879. 
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LORF-Vio rww 
Chief amoDg (he earl; 
Washington County and in Montpelier, 
was Lorenzo Dou'. a Methodist preach- 
er; not a conference preacher, exactly, 
but oDe whose circuit exteniied all over 
Vermont, the Canadas. the South, Ire- 
land, Scotland, and wherever he chose to 
go: who came and went as the "wind that 
bloweth wherever it listeth." A true, 
genuine methodist though ; he never 
preached any other doctrice. The pio- 
neer of methodism in Washington County : 
but a man who musl be hbi OWD leader, 
who could never restrain himself to circuit 
rules. He had joined the Methodist con- 
ference in his youth, had been appointed 
to a circuit : it could not hold him : remon- 
strated with, reappointed, shot off on a 
fervent tangent. Conference dropped him, 
could not keep a man it could neither rule 



or guide. Ever)" n 
seemed dgainst him — Cal- 
vinistic divine, regular 
Methodist circuit preach- 
er as well, — decried by all. 
he prevailed. He thict- 
ened hLs appointments, 
the mutiiiude hung on the 
words from his lips, his 
oddities aitiacled. his ec- 
centricities were his great 
charm. He was called 
■■Craiy Dow," which name 
seemed to plea.se him verj- 
n-ell. From his home in 
Connecticut, hf had hb 
yearly line of preaching 
places all up through into 
Canada. On his annual 
t'isit to Vermont, he al- 
ways visited ihb County. 
We bear of him before he 
enters at Danville : when 
entered. In ChUwt, Calais, 
Plaiitlield. Barre and al- 
ways at .Montpelier. At 
the dose of a tirst visit to 
-Montpelier. as narrated to 

an old gentleman, now 
dead, who was present, 
and his devoted admirer. Dow said at 
parting with his audience -'One year from 
this day, 1 will again preach here." The 
people after he left laughed al his giHng 
out an appointment so far ahead and at 
hb supposing that be would keep it. The 
year came round, no one remembeied it. 
but, lo ; in a year to the day and hour. Dow 
appeared to fullil his eng^ement ; bb 
first salutation to the crowd, gathering 
around him, "Crazy Dow h with you 
once again 1" He preached as I ne\-er 
heard any one but him : for three hours he 
held hb large audience so still vou could 
ha\e heard a pin drop on the floor, said 
our narrator, and at the end of his sermon. 
j gave out another appointment for a vear 
from the day. People rather looked for 
him the next \ ear. .\s he left in the morn- 
ing and kept to the hour a-s well as day 
before, he was expected in the morning 
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again, and not appearing some said he 
would not come, others that he would be 
here before night, and others that because 
a crazy man had taken the freak to keep an 
appointment once, there was no reason to 
look for him to do so again. His appear- 
ance in the afternoon put an end to the 
growing anxiety. On he came, about 
mid-aflernoon, accompanied byPegg}'. He 
was not married when he came before, or 
did not bring his wife with him. They 
both were dressed in plain, homespun, 
woolen garments, a long cloak of plain 
woolencloth reaching to their feet, wooden 
shoes on their feet, and both wore large 
brimmed chip hats, just alike, and each 
carried a staff or walking-stick. They 
journeyed upon horseback, but dismounted 
without the village, and walked up the 
street to the place for the meeting, follow- 
ed by the crowd. Dow excused his being 
46 



late, that his companion 
could no! travel as ^t as 
he could, and declined an 
invitation to dinner, al- 
though neither he or his 
companion had dined that 
day. It was getting late 
for his meeting; he would 
not take any refreshments 
till after he had preached 
a long sermon, nor suffer 
his wife to Dow mounted 
the platfonn, and seating 
himself in the chair, sat 
for some moments silently, 
gazmg mtently at his au- 
dience, and then suddenly 
arising upon his feet, at a 
signal from him, Peggy, 
who was seated with the 
audience arose toherfeet 
—clad in her long cloak 
and hat stood gravely 
waiting Said Dow, "This 
woman with me is Peggy 
Dow 1 have brought her 
uithmethat she mayteadi 
the women subservience to 
their husbands." To Peg- 
gy, "Stand still!" Pe^y 
stood very still. " Be 
sealed!" Peggy sat down. Dow com- 
menced his sermon, preaching with his 
cloak and hat on. Dow always wore his 
hat when he preached, and as he never 
shaved, had a very long beard, that added 
to his conspicuous and distinguished ap- 
pearance. Peggy, a simple and amiable 
woman, was a good help to Dow. She 
greatly delighted in class and prayer- 
meetings, and was a very good singer. 
" Peggy Do w's Hymn Book" — See Oilman's 
Bibliotheca, p. 315,— was printed at Mont- 
pelier. Here it was probably first used in 
the meetings of those eariy days. Long 
after Peggy's death, the hymn book was 
used by Dow. A gentleman in Montpelier 
has one now that was given to him or to 
hb wife by Dow. The SUle Historical 
Library has a copy. Lorenzo Dow had 
opposition, however, to me^ at Mont- 
pelier, as well as elsewhere. It was this. 



neath your feet, and yoa tumble into hell, 
before yoa will believe ! This trumpet may 
sound this veiy- day T The audience be- 
came stipigely exdted. "Gabriel may 
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perhaps, made Montpelierafevorite preach- concealed by the thick foliage. The eve- 
ing place. Opposition gave an attraction ning before. Dow came to the spot with a 
to a place. Hecounted upon it to succeed. ' negro, a good trumpet blower. Standing 
It W2S ladder and platform to him. That under the tree, Dow thus instructed him : 
churches or clerg}' combined against him. He should come before any one in the 
but added to his popularity. One year morning, and hide in the tree overhead, 
some good church ladies of this village, and remain breathlessly still till Dow in 
loving quiet and orderly wa>*s, took the ; his preaching should call out the third time 
matter in hand, and in the school-house •• Gabriel T and then blow his trumpet, 
where the meetings were held put in a The morning opened, to a \-ast dark as- 
quilt. A party of ladies were at work sembly. Lorenzo preached on the ''Judg- 
when Dow arrived. Not a word he said ment Day,** — a tremendous sermon, — and 
to the ladies* blockade. A moment he , when he had wrought the crowd up to its 
stood in the open door, in his uncouth highest pitch. — pausing, listening,— cried 
longgarment and unshorn awfiilness, look- i out again, still more loud and terrific — 
ing majestically upon the equally silent ;** But you don*t believe it! If 1 were to 
and suddenly abashed ladies, when, turn- . tell you that Gabriel — wiO saumi kis trum- 
ing from the door, springing upon a wood- pa— before we leave this sfol — you would 
pile in the \*ard, he commenced preaching, not believe me ! The earth may open be- 
Long before he ended, a crowd packed the 
yard around him, and every woman in the 
school-house was seen at the windows and 
at the door. It had been utterly impossi- 
ble for them to restrain their curiosit)*, sound his trumpet at any time now. "^ Gaz- 
and listening, had become so magnetized ing intently up — '*Methinks I see him! 
by the mar\'elous man, they took out the Methinks 1 hear his trumpet now ! Ga- 
\^ifinished quilt, and surrendered the brielwill " .A quick trumpet peal over- 
school-house for the evening. Dow said head : a startled negro crowd, eyes rolling 
when he saw the ladies there, he made up in their sockets : a blast more loud, — 
his mind he should be present attheshak- groanings. falling upon their knees, black 
ing of that quilt, and he was. terror developed, — shriller and shriller the 

Again he preached on the wood-pile at invisible trumpet ; confusion, flight, clutch- 
the door of the old Court House, closed ings to each other, some praying, others 
against him, and drew out, it is said, all famting. With the loudest blast, the ne- 
the audience of a *• four days' meeting," gro, trumpet in hand, leaped in his exdte- 
that had been got up just as he was com- ment from the tree into the sprawling 
ing, but five. Hearing Dow*s voice wth- crowd, mistaken for Gabriel. Dow took 
out, at first one man stole out, then an- advantage of the confusion to leave- He 
other and another. In vain the minister after>vards called it a trial of the power of 
paused in the midst of his sermon to look of imagination, 
reproof, and continued his discourse. .An- 
other left, now a whole seat at once. The Finding on the fresh leaves of our early 
minister finished his sermon, but at the histor}' the tracks of this eccentric Dow 
end only five persons were left in the •'ever)'>vhere," we had thought to trace out 
house — himself, the two other minbiters some account of his labors here and else- 
seated beside him, and the ryto deacons, where from his published journal, but 

He kept the people awake while with learning that a first nephew of his was still 
them, and in his absence they heard of living, we will do better, and introduce to 
him: now in Georgia, among the planta- you, with his faithful and graphic memorial 
uons South, having splendid success. He paper, Mr. Lewis J. BRiiXiMAX, of New 
was to preach under a large tree. \ man York, a son of Vermont, Hiographist of 






could sit among the branches perfectly his famous uncle, Lorenzo Dow. 
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LEWIS JOSEPH BRrDGHAN. 



Note to the Reader.— Having been j 
requested to write a brief sketch of the life i 
of the eccentric Lorenzo Dow, for pubji- 
catioa in the history of Vermont. I comply | 
with the pressing request, yet at this busy I 
scuon of commercial business, I can | 
scarcely liod the time to do justice to so I 
dbtiaguished a character a.s the subject of i 
this brief memoir. I know of whom i | 
write. His eccentricities of charactermay j 
inve sometimes made him the subject of I 
ridicule and jest, still he possessed talents 
of % very hi~h order, that on many occa- 
uons is forensic discourses have discom- 
Atted bis opponents, and drawn from them 
the wannest congratulations. He posse5.s- 
ed in a remarkable degree the idiosyncra- 
sies of the Dow race ; but al! his oddities 



possessed a point often bordering on the 

sadrical. Like his ^ther before him, he 
was gifted with a great amount of "handy 
change." as he used to denominate wit. 
His memory was also remarkable, border- 
ing on the marvelous. The memory of 
Lorenzo being as strong as it is reported, 
was nevertheless eclipsed by his fether, 
Humphrey Bean Dow, which was so re- 
tentive, that by hearing any one verse read 
in any part of the Bible, he would readily 
repeat the next ; as incredible as this may 
appear, he was often put to the test in the 
presence of the family, when 1 have been 
an interested spectator, and I never re- 
member of any omission. 

1 recollect well when 1 was a boy, UncJe 
Lorenio came to visit his sister, (my 
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mother,) while we were living in Hard- 
wick, Vt. One day at dinner we had a 
new pitcher, made to commemorate some 
of the events of the war of i8i2--i4with 
Great Britain. Upon one side of the 
pitcher was a spread eagle in gOt, with a 
wreath running around the eagle of chain- 
work, and in each link of the chain, there 
being 21 links, were the names of our gen- 
erals who fought during the war. Gen. 
Brown^s name stood at the top. Uncle 
took up the pitcher, and told the number 
of battles Gen. Brown had fought, the num- 
ber of men he had in each action, the killed, 
wounded and missing ; those who fought 
against him, the number of men killed and 
taken prisoners; so with each general 
until he had gone through with the entire 
number. Then turning the pitcher around 
to the reverse side, there was a picture of 
a gilt ship under full sail, with the names 
of the commodores or post captains who 
took part in the same war. Commodore 
Rogers^ name standing at the top. Uncle 
gave also the number of naval battles, 
when and where fought, the number of 
ships he commanded in each, number of 
men, how many lost, and how niany pris- 
oners he took, and the minute histor>' and 
details of each commander. The time 
taken in. relating the battles was some two 
hours and a half. 

LORENZO DOW 

was bom of Puritan parents, in Coven- 
try, Tolland Co., Ct., October i8th, 1777. 
His parents were bom in the same town, 
firom English ancestors. Ulysses, the 
oldest of the family, studied medicine, but 
finally devoted his time to teaching in an 
academy in New London, Ct. He taught 
the classics, astronomy, surveying, and 
navigation. He taught the latter to many 
of the post captains in our young navy 
The next in the family was Ethelinda Dow, 
my mother, who subsequently married 
Joseph Bridgman, then living in Coventr}-. 
Subsequently my parents moved to Hard- 
wick, Vt., where my brother. Rev. Au- 
gustus Leroy, and Christiania and the 
writer of this article were born. The next 
daughter in my grandiiather's family was 
Orrilana, who while visiting my mother in 



Hardwick, became acquainted with Mr. 
Fish, and married him there. The next 
daughter, Merya, married the son of Gov. 
Huntington, of Connecticut, and settled 
first in Georgia. The next was Lorenzo, 
and the youngest was Tabitha, who, 
whUe on a visit to her sisters in Hard- 
wick, became acquainted with Capt. Sam- 
uel French, of that town, and married 
him. These three sisters marr>ing in 
that town, were among the first families 
to settle in that new countn*, and their de- 
scendants have filled offices of trust and 
profit in various departments of govern- 
ment and state. The only son of the 
author of this sketch is pastor of a large 
and flourishing church in Albany, N. V., 
and is the ytningest man who ever had the 
title of Doctor of Divinit>* conferred on 
him this countr>*. 

In younger life, Lorenzo was possessed 
of a very weak and tender constitution 
which prevented him from joining in those 
athletic sports which have a tendency to 
bring health and strength to the young. 
His mind at a very early age became re- 
ligiously impressed with the thoughts of 
God and the works of Creation : and the 
questions he would ask his parents, showed 
characteristics far bevond his years. A 
little later, while laboring, in more mature 
years, under that harrassing disease the 
asthma, he showed a resignation that was 
surprising in one so young. He tells us 
in his autobiography that at the age of 12 
years, his hopes of worldly pleasure was 
greatly blasted by a sudden illness occa- 
sioned by overheating himself with hard 
labor, and drinking cold water while in that 
state, that in subsequent years, would al- 
most take his breath, from the most excru- 
ciating pains. About this time his mind 
became ^eatly exercised on the subject of 
his salvation. One night he dreamed that 
he saw the prophet Nathan in a large as- 
sembly of people, prophesring many 
things. I got an opportunity, (he sa\*s) 
to ask him how long I should live? The 
prophet answered, until you are two and 
twenty. This dream was so imprinted up- 
on his mind, that it caused manv serious 
and painful hours at inter\als. 
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When about 13 years and upward, he 
tells us he was much impressed Sy the 
death of John Wesley ( 1 79 1 . ) He dreamed 
that he saw Wesley, who asked him if he ev- 
er prayed, he said no, and soon after he met 
Wesley a second time, who asked him the 
same question again, and he answered no, 
when Wesley said you must, and disap- 
peared. In the same dream, Wesley came 
once more, and asked the same question, 
he told him that he had prayed, then said 
Wesley, '*be feithful until death." This 
dream so impressed him, that he broke off 
from his old companions and began a 
course of secret prayer which lasted through 
life. Subsequently his feelings were so 
aroused by the doctrine of unconditional 
reprobation and particular election, he be- 
came nearly deranged. 

About this time the Methodists came in- 
to Coventry and began preaching, and he 
went to hear them. On one occasion, the 
preacher took for his text **Is there no 
balm in Gilead? Is there no physician 
there?" 

[Here follows a page of a sermon on 
hell and its pungent effect on a mjnd la- 
boring under **election," — we omit. We 
do not give sermons and the statements 
seem sufficient. — Ed.] 

It nearly drove him to commit suicide. 
The idea that filled his mind was that there 
was no mercy for him. He at last threw 
himself on the ground, and cried to the 
Lord, **I submit; I yield! If there be 
mercy in heaven for me, let me know it ; 
and if not, let me go down to hell, and 
know the worst of my case. As these 
words flowed from my heart," he writes, **I 
saw the Mediator step in, as it were, be- 
tween justice and my soul, and these words 
applied to my soul with great power, *Son, 
thy sins, which are many, are forgiven 
thee; thy faith hath saved thee; go in 
peace.' " 

From this time on his happiness was 
complete. Many trials and doubts and 
conflicting emotions possessed him; still 
his firm confidence in the God of hosts 
carried him triumphantly through all his 
after tribulations. 



In the **exemplified experience," at this 
time, his brother-in-law, Mr. Fish, was so 
interested that he became a seeker of 
Christ. Lorenzo often said his greatest 
desire to live was to obtain a higher degree 
of holiness here, that he might be happier 
hereafter. He was a believer to a certain 
extent in dreams ; he had many, some of 
which were exkct forerunners of what 
soon after came to pass. A remarkable 
one occurred as follows: he dreamed he 
was in a strange house. **As I sat by the 
fire, a messenger came in and said, 'there 
are three ministers come from England, 
and in a few minutes will pa.ss by this 
way.' I followed him out, and he disap- 
peared. 1 ran over a woodpile, and jumped 
upon a log, to have a fair view of them. 
Presently three men came over a hill from 
the west towards me; the foremost dis- 
mounted ; the other t\vo, one of whom was 
on a white horse, the other on a reddish 
one, both with the three horses disap- 
peared. I said to the first, 'Who are you ?' 
He replied, 'John Wesley,' and walked 
towards the east. He turned round and 
looked me in the face, and said 'God has 
called you to preach the gospel. You have 
been a long time between hope and fear, 
but there is a dispensation of the go.spel 
committed to you. Woe unto you if you 
preach not the gospel.'" 

His mind having been previously drawn 
towards a preacher's life, this singular 
dream decided the contest, and he entered 
the ministry. He was placed upon a cir- 
cuit extending into New Hampshire, then 
a wilderness. Wherever he preached souls 
were converted. His circuit was enlarged 
into the State of Vermont. As he became 
more known, invitations flowed in upon 
him from all parts. 

His health was very often broken down 
on account of the disease brought upon 
him while a boy, and resulted in the asth- 
ma to that extent that he either sat up 
whole nights or slept on the floor. 

He never took a collection for preach- 
ing, but sometimes received gifts from in- 
dividuals. His preaching took hold upon 
the careless, the blasphemer, and all in a 
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remarkable manner. Revivals succeeded 
re\'ivals all over the territory where he 
preached. 

In the town of Brandon, Vt., a rich mer- 
chant with his niece came some distance 
to hear him preach, but when they saw 
how plain the young man looked, their 
first thought was to go home, but conclud- 
ed to stay and see the thing out, as they 
had taken so much pains to get there. 
After the sermon their consciences ap- 
peared to be touched, and they were con- 
strained to cr>' for mercy. In that place 
25 others came out and joined the church. 
The people said, " Lorenzo has done some 
good, by turning the mind of the blasphe- 
mer, from collecting his debts, to religion, 
and so we are kept out of jail.** 

His grea^ success was in visiting from 
house to house, and in making personal 
appeals to individuals. On many occa- 
sions he made appointments for preaching 
6 months and even 18 months ahead, and 
always fulfilled them to the minute, even 
if he had to ride a horse to death to reach 
the place in time, as it has been the case 
more than once. 

In Vermont, in passing through a dense 
woods one day to fill an appointment, he 
saw two men chopping wood. He mount- 
ed on a large stump, and said ''Crazy 
Dow will preach from this stump 6 months 
fipom to day, at 2 o'clock, p. m." Six 
months from that time an immense audi- 
ence w^as assembled, and Dow in going to 
the place saw a man in great distress look- 
ing for something. Dow enquired what 
the matter was. The man replied that he 
was poor, and that some one had stolen 
his axe, and that he felt the loss ver}* 
much. Lorenzo told him if he would go 
to the meeting he would find his axe. Be- 
fore getting to the place of ser\ice, Dow 
picked up a stone and put it in his pocket. 
After the delivery of a powerful sermon, 
Dow said — ** There is a man here who has 
had his axe stolen, and the thief is here in 
this audience, and 1 am going to throw 
this stone right to his head," — drawing 
back his hand as though in the act of 
throwing the stone. One man ducked hLs 
head. Dow went up to him and said — 



*' You have got this man's axe P And so 
he ha(i, and went and brought it and gave 
it to him. 

Not to weary the reader, I will give but 
one more incident here, (of which scores 
could be authenticated,) to show the re- 
markable success with which his efforts 
were blessed . I n one of his meetings again 
in Vt., (Wallingfbrd,) Dow was intro- 
duced to a man by the name of Solomon 
Moon, who cavilled at every thing of a re- 
ligious aspect. Having delivered some re- 
ligious counsel, with the solemn request 
that he should seriously reflect upon it, 
Dow left him to his own reflections. A 
few days after, in another part of the cir- 
cuit, some 40 miles from his home, Solo- 
mon Moon stood up in the lovefeast, and 
declared how he was caught in a promise, 
and to ease his mind was necessitated to 
fulfil it, and within three days found the 
reality of what he had doubted : and be- 
sought others not to be afraid of promising 
to ser\e God. Said he — *' I bless the day 
that ever 1 saw the face of Brother Dow/' 
It was curiosity, as he testified, which first 
induced him to come out to hear the man 
who was called Crazy I>ow. In this love- 
feast the cr}' began again, and continued 
within two hours of the setting sun. 

About this time he felt it his duty to 
visit Ireland, and without money or any of 
the necessaries for a vo>'age across the At- 
lantic. Money and all necessary- conve- 
niences were fiimbhed fi'om friends, many 
sending gifts of whom he had never heard 
before. Providence in a verj' special man- 
ner on this, and other similar occasions, 
bountifully supplied his wants. 

While m Ireland the Lord blessed his 
preaching to hundreds of souls. He crossed 
the ocean 14 times, and traveled extensive- 
ly through Ireland, England, Scotland, 
and even to the Continent. On one of 
his visits to Dublin, he caught the small 
pox the natural way, and was so far gone 
with it that it became necessar\* to sew 
sheets around him to keep the skin from 
falling off. For many days his case was 
pronounced hopeless, but the same merci- 
ful Providence that watched over him at 
all times brought him through safely. 
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'While staying with the great Dr. Paul 
Johnson, of Dublin, this sickness took 
place, and while there, his only child was 
born. In remembrance of the Doctor and 
his wife, Dow named my youngest sister 
after the Doctor's wife, ** Letitia Johnson" 
Bridgman, and the youngest son of Mrs. 
Fish, **Paul Johnson" Fish, after the 
Doctor. The last voyage made, on his 
return to America, he brought home many 
works relating to the Quakers or Friends, 
and some rare histories relating to the 
court of St. James, which are now out of 
print. I recollect well when the books 
were brought home to our house in 
Hebron, Ct., there being 2,200 volumes. 

Dow lays down a few words for reflec- 
tions, viz. : The ** pleasure " of the Lord 
was the moving cause of creation, love 
was the moving cause of redemption, and 
faith is the instrumental cause of salvation ; 
but sin, man's own act, is the cause of his 
damnation. 

The glory of God our object, the will of 
God our law, his spirit our guide, and the 
Bible our rule, that Heaven may be our 
end. Hence we must watch and pray, en- 
dure to the end to receive the crown of 
life, where there is pleasure without pain 
forever more. 

PEGGY HOAKUM DOW, 

the first wife of Lorenzo, was born in 
Granville, Mass., 1780, of parents who 
were strangers to God, although her father 
was a member of the church of England, 
and her mother had been raised by parents 
of the Presbyterian order. Her mother 
died when she was 5 months old, leaving 
behind 2 sons^ and 4 daughters. **My 
eldest sister married," says Peggy, **when 
I was 6 years old, and she prevailed on my 
father to give me to her, which accordingly 
he did, and I w;is carried into tlie State of 
New York, and saw his face no more! " 

Peggy, at a very early age, had serious 
religious impressions, which lasted for 
some years, ^d at last eventuated in a 
bright Christian hope. But the vicissitudes 
and changes she passed through in a life 
so young, caused her to look to her Heav. 
enly Father for help more than otherwise 



she mighl hive done. But her whole soul 
was of a religious cast ; her whole mind 
was filled with the love of her Saviour. 
She says in one of her letters, ** My 
brother-in-law .... embraced re- 
ligion, and we were a happy family, . . . 
three in number. . . . The preachers 
made our house their home, and it was my 
delight to wait on them." She formed a 
little dass of seven persons, and in their 
meetings for prayer and praise it was a 
heaven on earth to their souls. 

About this time camp-meetings began 
to be introduced into that part of the 
country, attended by the conversion of 
many souls. Says Peggy, in her writings, 
** there was one about 30 miles from where 
I then lived, and my brother-in-law at- 
tended it, where he met with Lorenzo 
Dow, on his way to Canada, and invited 
him home to preach at our preaching- 
house, and sent on the appointment a day 
or two beforehand, so as to give publicity ; 
and as he was a singular character, we 
were very anxious to see and hear him. 
The day arrived, he came, and the house 
was crowded, and we had a good time. I 
was very much afraid of him, as I had 
heard such strange things about him. 
My brother-in-law invited him to our house, 
and after several days he came, and little 
did I think that he had any thoughts of 
marrying, and in particular that he should 
make any proposition of the kind to me, 
but so it was." In conversation with her 
sister, he enquired how long Peggy had 
been a Christian, what the character of 
her company was, and whether she had 
ever manifested a desire to marry a min- 
ister. He was answered satisfactorily. 
Soon after, meeting Peggy, Lorenzo asked 
her if she would accept such an object as 
him. She went directly out of the room 
and made ho reply. •* As it was the first 
time he had spoken • to me," she writes, 
** I was very much surprised." The 
next evening the conversation was renew- 
ed, when Peggy gave her consent to marry 
him, and travel with him when it was nec- 
essary. They were married Sept. 4th. 
The next morning Lorenzo started off on 
a preaching tour to New Orleans, in ful- 
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filment of a chain of appointments given 
out six months before, and Peggy never 
saw him again for i8 months ; this chain 
of appointments was over 4,000 miks. 

For many years after, she was his con- 
stant traveling companion. She traveled 
with him through everv' state and territor>' 
in the United States, and through the 
British I>ominions, sharing in his fatigue, 
sleeping on the ground in the wilderness, 
with the open canopy of hea\'en for a 
roof, or lodging in the cane-brakes of the 
South when no house could be reached. 
All this suffering and deprivation she joy- 
fidly submitted to, belieWng it was the 
Lord's will. It seemed that the burning 
desire of her heart was to know exactly 
what the Lord would have her do. 

Peggy writes. May 20, 18 14, they were 
at Hoboken, a delightful spot of the earth, 
upon the Jersey side of the river opposite 
New York, where from the window of the 
room we occupy we have a grand view of 
the city. On the other hand the Jersey 
side presents to view^, decorated with all 
the charms of spring, green trees and 
shady groves. 

In June following, the deep trials and 
conflicts through which she passed began 
to tell sadly upon her health. 

PEGGY'S LAST LETTER TO HER HUSBAND. 

Dear Lorenzo: — I take my pen again to 
converse with you, this being the only 
way we communicate our thoughts to eacn 
other, when separated by rivers and moun- 
tains, and 1 esteem it a precious privilege. 
I have much cause to adore the beneficent 
hand of Providence for his mercy to us ward, 
although we have our trials, yet he mixes 
mercy with them. He has of late given 
me some tokens for good — my heart has 
been enabled to rejoice in his love in a 
considerable degree. At a meeting a few 
nights ago, where Methodists and Presby- 
terians were united, and there was a union 
in my heart to all the dear children of my 
Master, I have felt more strength to say 
in my heart, **the will of the Lord be done." 
I think yesterday, my desire to God was, 
if it would be more for His glory for you to 
return in a few weeks, you might : if not, so 
let it be. Go^ my Lorenzo ^ the way yon are 
assured the Lord calls ^ and if we meet no 
more ir* this \'ale of tears, may God pre- 
pare us to meet in the realms of peace, to 
range the blest fields on the banks of the 



river, and sing hallelujah forever and ever.' 
I am veiy sure if I reach safe the destined 
port, I shall have cause to sing. I trust 
the Lord who has called vou to leave all, 
will ^ve you a rich rewarcl ; in this worid« 
preaou» souls, and in the world to come a 
crown of glor}'. I have seen Bro. Tarbox 
since his return ; nothing has taken place 
anew. You have been accustomea to 
similar treatment. May you have patience 
and true philanthropy of heart; that is 
most desirable. You cannot conclude 
from what I have written, that I would not 
rejoice to see you return, if it would be 
consistent with the will of God ; but 1 
would desire, above all things, not to be 
found fighting against him. Your £uher 
is as well as we may exp>ect considering 
his infirmities. 

Mv dear Lorenzo, I bid adieu once more. 
May the Lord return you to your poor 
Pegg}' a^n. I have written five times 
before this. Peggy Dow. 

J.\N. 22, 1818. 

My uncle i^-as in Europe, expecting to 
make an extended tour, but by peculiar 
feelings of his own, and premonitions 
from friends in Europe in relation to his 
wife's health, he returned to America one 
year sooner than he had made arrange- 
ments for when leaving. Peggy had at- 
tended a writing-school in his absence, 
taken a heavy cold, and it had settled on 
her lungs. She traveled some with her 
husband after his return, but while in 
Providence, R. I., he found her one morn- 
ing in her room weeping ; enquiring the 
cause, after some hesitation she replied, 
*' The consumption is a flattering disease ; 
but I shall return back to Hebron, and 
tell Father Dow that I have come back to 
die with him ! *' 

She requested her husband not to leave 
her till she had got better pr worse, which 
request she had never made before under 
any circumstances. In September they 
returned to Hebron. They never parted 
but twice after Lorenzo's return fi-om 
Europe : once for a night, and once while 
on business for five davs in Boston. 

She continued to decline until Decem- 
ber, when one night she w(^e up and en- 
quired the day of the month, and being 
informed, said she was bound bv the month 
of January ; she counted even- dav until 
the year expired, and then almost ever}' 
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hour until the morning of the fifth, when 
she asked her husband if he had been to 
bespeak a coffin for her. She was an- 
swered in the negative. In the evening 
she asked if he had called in the neigh- 
bors. ** I answered no.** he has recorded, 
"but Bro. Page and wife came in, which 
seemed refreshing to her, in whose com* 
pany she had spent many hours." At 2 
o^clock that night she requested to have 
the family called up, which being done, 
she £dled very fast. Being asked if she 
felt any pain, she replied, ** no." As she 
was dying, Lorenzo held her in his arms, 
and said, •* Lord, thou gavest her to me I 
I have held her only as a lent favor for 
fifteen years, and now I resign her back to 
Thee until we meet again beyond the 
.swelling flood ! " She replied with a hearty 
*'Amen," and soon expired. 

By Lorenzo's request she was laid out 
in the bombazine dress she wore the last 
time she went to church, and with woolen 
blankets in the coffin, and was buried 
7 feet in depth in the cemetery at Burrows 
hill, Hebron, Ct. 

She possessed exquisite sensibility, but 
affection and condescension. The writer 
was then a bov, but remembers the cir- 
cumstances well. 

The following was put upon her tomb- 
stone : 



• * 






PEGGY DOW 



* 
* 



J SHARED THE VICISSrrUDES OF LClRENZO J 



* 
« 



FIFTEEN YEARS, 

And died Januar\' 6th, 1820, 
Aged 89. 



* 
* 
* 
* 

* 
* 
* 
« 
* 



Three months after the decease of his 
first wife, Lorenzo married his second 
wife in Montville, Ct., who proved to be 
the very opposite of his *• Peggy" in tem- 
perament, social qualities, and, in short, 
everything that goes to make a lady of 
refinement; Politeness and amiability 
were wanting in his second wife. Gifted 
with talents of a high order, educated in i mony 



the best schools of the countrv, still she 
proved that with the highest talents, a 
person can be a fool. 

Lorenzo now at this age began to feel 
the effects of his severe labors and depri- 
vations. His health began to give way, 
the asthma troubled him more than form- 
erly, and his sufferings from that, and a 
tumor growing in his side, were at times 
so painful that it prevented sleep for whole 
nights together: and during the spasms, 
hLs only rest was in. standing upright. He 
now in view of .settling his worldly affairs, 
paid off all obligations on the farm in 
Montville, it being heavily mortgaged when 
it came into his hands, through his wife's 
friends. It consisted of 500 acres, and 
commanded a large stream of water, on 
which he had built- mills and factories of 
various kinds, and which were in succes.s- 
ful operation. He now felt that after his 
large house and farm buildings were all 
finished in splendid order, he and hLs wife 
could enjoy themselves ; and proposed tak- 
ing a trip to New Orleans, where he had 
been a number of times before. Once his 
expenses were paid both ways by the Free- 
ma.sons : he having taken all the degrees 
then known in this countrv ; and much of 
his time was devoted to lecturing in lodges 
for the **good and welfare of the Order." 
They left in their private carriage with 
honses and driver. He had had a man to 
go on some time before them to make ap- 
pointments for his preaching. Arriving in 
Cieorgetown, D. C, he was taken .sick. 
While he lay in distress, he signed a will, 
giving to her all real and personal proper- 
ty, together with his present money, some 
$3000.00, which, had he been in his right 
mind, she never would have received a 
dollar of. His disea.se was short, but pain- 
ful in the extreme, his end hastened bv 
the bursting of the tumor. He died Feb. 
2, 1834, aged 56 years. His funeral was 
attended by a large concourse of sympathiz- 
ing friends, some of the principal families 
of Georgetown and Washington, and many 
thousand Freemasons, as he was buried 
under the Order of that body. The whole 
was a solemn land very imposing cere- 
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There has &llen one of the mighty men 
of his time ; one, who has been the means 
in the hands of God of the conversion of | 
thousands upon thousands, in this country 
and in Europe ; and whose name will go 
down the ages as a good and wise man, 
when those who have waded through fields 
of blood and carnage to obtain a throne, 
will be lost in the vortex of revolution. 

Owing to the condemnation of Holmead^s 
burial ground in Washington as in the way 
of sanitar}' reform, the remains of the 
dead buried therein had to be removed, 
and among them those of Lorenzo Dow, 
the eccentric missionary of the last genera- 
tion. A Masonic Lodge in Connecticut, 
his native State, endeavored to secure the 
privilege of reinterring the remains of their 
brother in the craft with due ceremonial. 
The Methodist clergy of Baltimore also 
took steps to honor the Preacher, but the 
Dbtrict clergy got ready first, and reburied 
Dow on Friday in the Rock Creek Ceme- 
tery, in a lot given by the banker Corco- 
ran, who admired him as a ''prophef in 
life. 

The old tomb at Holmead*s bore on a 
stone slab the following singular inscrip- 
tion, the last lines of which were dictated 
by himself: 



• « 

♦ THE REPOSITORY OF ♦ 

; LORENZO DOW, j 

* Who was bom in Coventry, Conn., * 

♦ Oct. i8, 1777, S 



Died Feb'y 2, 1834, 

JE.. 56. 



« 
« 
« 
« 
* 
« 
« 
* 



• A OiriMtian U iht highest Mi^le of man^- \ 
\ He U a Blare to no sectt takes no t 



« 
« 



private road; but looks through 
nature up to nature^s God. 



« 
« 



The removal of this slab revealed the 
remains. The skeleton was all preserved, 
the long snowy beard lay in life-like natu- 
ralness upon the breast bone, beneath 
which the vest was in good preservation, 
and fully buttoned. The right sleeve of the 
coat was in good condition and the greater 
part of the pants. The maho^ny coffin 



had almost entirely crumbled, the lai^gest 
portion not being over 18 inches long. 

The last words on record, known of Lo- 
renzo^s writing, are : 

**We must soon part; therefore, as I 
take leave of you, mv request is, to lay 
aside prejudice, sacrifice sin, sink into the 
will of God, take him for your protector 
and guide, by attention to the sweet influ- 
ence of his spirit on the mind, that you 
may be useful in your day to your fellow- 
mortals here ; and as an inwsuxl and spir- 
itual worshiper, ascend to God. Thus it 
may be well with you here and hereafter. 

^^ Afften, Adieu till we meet beyond 
this life ! 

*• Farewell. 

"Lorenzo.'' 

[** Farewell means to do well^^ 

Lorenzo Dow had only one child, a 
daughter, born in Dublin, that died soon 
after their return to this country-, aged 
live months, and was buried in Georgia. 

The following anecdotes in a measure 
illustrate the eccentricities of Dow, and 
all, with one or two exceptions, never be- 
fore having appeared in print. In my 
youth my uncle spent much of hb time in 
our family, the members of which have 
passed away, which gives me the opportu- 
nity, as being the only one left who was 
£eimiliar with his habits and life. 

In the eastern part of the town of Mans- 
field, on a lofty eminence known as ** Meth- 
odist Hill,*' is an old barn, in which were 
held the first Methodist meetings in the 
town, aud where Lorenzo Dow is said to 
have preached his first sermon. That he 
entered the bam early, and laid down up- 
on one of the long benches, and feigned 
sleep. Dressed in tow pants, coatless, 
and shoes minus the stockings, he would 
naturally be taken for anything but a min- 
ister; therefore as the people began to 
fiock together and as the appointed how- 
was approaching, they began to try to 
arouse him, telling him there was to be a ^ 
meeting but the minister had not come. 
He jumped up, asked what time it was, 
and being informed it was meeting time, 
brushed his hair, entered the pulpit and 
preached a rousing sermon, after which he 
asked if anv one in the room wanted to be 
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prayed for, **If so," said he, **pray for 
yourselves!" whereupon he took hb hat 
and left. 

While our family were living on the Dow 
farm in Hebron, my father had charge of 
the place, and one hot summer's day we 
were mowing hay in the bog meadow and 
it was ** rather slim picking." My father 
composed the following lines in the fore- 
noon, and when we came up to dinner, he 
repeated them to Uncle Lorenzo, who, be- 
ing of a high spirit, did not for some days 
speak to father : 

In Hebron town there lies » pieoe of Und, 
Sorronnded by rooks and hills, and on It water stands ; 
Thto meadow lays quite low« and Is owned by Lorenzo 

Dow, 
And all the grass that on It grows will scarcely keep 

oneoow. 
There Is here and there a spear, and those are very 



In Ikct, there is not so much In balk, as the beard that 
grows on his fkoe. 

Some years before be became so cele- 
brated, he used to travel principally on 
horseback ; and as he had to meet his ap- 
pointments punctually, no matter what the 
weather might be, he had to go dressed for 
all weathers. To do this, he had an oil- 
cloth cloak made something like a bed- 
quilt, with a hole cut through the middle to 
put his head through, and the cloak hung 
in folds around his person, and in a meas- 
ure protected his horse from the storm. 
Dressed in this outlandish manner, on one 
occasion he overtook a heavily loaded 
team in a stormy day, the driver urging 
his horses up a steep hill, the roads almost 
impassable in the deep mud, the driver 
belaboring the poor beasts with blows and 
uttering blasphemous oaths, when Lorenzo 
overtook him. Listening a moment to the 
man's profanity, he asked him **if he ever 
prayed?" The driver said no, and would 
be damned if he ever would. Lorenzo gave 
him a silver dollar to bind his oath, and 
made him promise he never would pray, 
and rode on to the next tavern, about a 
mile, and put up. In a short time, on 
came the driver, full gallop, to give the 
dollar back to the person from whom he 
had received it, thinking he had sold his 
soul to the devil, but Lorenzo would not 



on the man, it eventuated in his conver- 
sion. 

While living in Hebron, there was a Mr. 
Little, a hatter, a man who was very anx- 
ious to quiz people, and endeavor to get 
the best of them in his jokes. Meeting 
Mr. Dow in the street one day, after pass- 
ing the compliments of the morning, Mr. 
L. said *'I would like to ask you a ques- 
tion." Lorenzo replied ** Go on." "Can 
you tell me how many white beans it takes 
to make a bushel?" Lorenzo fixed his 
litde keen black eyes on him a moment, 
and replied, '*it takes just as many white 
beans to make a bushel as it does Litdes 
to make a man." 

In the same town there lived one of those 
low, cunning sneaks by the name of Skin- 
ner, who, like barnacles, attach themselves 
to any one who will give them a hearing. 
Meeting Lorenzo one day, as he (Skinner) 
was going to the grist-mill with his bags 
of grain on his horse, he riding on the 
bags, — stopped his horse, and looking di- 
rectly into Lorenzo's face, said, **Mr. Dow, 
there are many of my neighbors who would 
like to know why you wear your hair and 
beard so long?" L. turned upon him a 
withering look, and said, **Mr. Skinner, 
when I was a doy my father used to send 
me to the mill, and I used to go right 
straight to the mill ; and when my grist 
was ground, used to return directiy 
home; never stopped to ask impertinent 
questions, but always minded my own bus- 
iness. Good-bye, Mr. S.," and immedi- 
ately turned his back and walked off. 

On one occasion he sold a yoke of oxen 
to Elder Wilcox, a Baptist clergyman, liv- 
ing in Montville, Ct., for the sum of $65. 
The Elder worked the cattle very hard, 
and after a while one of the oxen took<sick 
and died, when he came to Mr. D. repeat- 
edly for damages in the loss of the ox. It 
was satisfactorily proved the ox was well 
when sold. At last, annoyed by the El- 
der's insolence, D. threw down his pocket- 
book, and told him to take out a sum suf- 
ficient to pay him. He took $65.00, the 
same as he gave for both oxen, and the El- 
der kept the well one. Lorenzo wrote a 



take it back. The thought worked so up- , receipt in this fashion, and made him sign 
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it : ** Received of L. I>ow sixt)'-five dol- '■ commodate a stranger. But he plead with 
lars, in full of all demands, from the be- so much earnestness, she conchided to 
gining to the end of the world." Thus ' take him in. He immediately went to 
cutting off any further demands against ; bed, without remoWng his clothing, in a 
Dow from Wilcox to any amount. little corner, separated off from the room 

Dow's first wife was a ver>' tender heart- where the family lived by a partition of 
ed, amiable. Christian woman : and he used rough boards, ^ith cracks between, co\'- 
to teaze and annoy her in many ways for ered with paper pasted over, which was 
sport, while Pegg>' would take it all to torn off in many places, and anything 
heart and grieve over it. His second wife, going on in the opposite room could be 
a perfect amazon, with a regular tiger-tem- ; easily seen. It soon appeared this woman 
per, used to rule him with a rod of iron, .so ; was not alone, but had a paramour. Late 
much so that Dow had one room finished I in the night on came her husband, dnmk, 
in his new man.sion in Montville expressly as usual, and demanded admittance, hal- 
for himself, and always carried the key. looing and cursing at the top of his \*oice, 
0\'er the fireplace he had a gilt hen paint- ■ his wife all the while ir\ing to stop him, 
ed, and over it in large golden letters : | but before opening the door, she secreted 
"The hen crows here. ^ her pal in a cask of tow in the room. 

It was reported that in consequence of , When admitting her husband, she tried to 
his last wife^s mother opposing the match. I silence him by telling him that Lorenzo 
because Dow was a Methodist in belief Dow was in the other room, and if he was 
and her daughter being a Presbyterian, not still he would wake him up. Well, 
that it became necessarv to be married ' savs the husband. I understand he can 
away from home. The arrangement was rai.se the devil, and now he has got to da 
made that on a certain evening he was to i/. Notwithstanding all the appeals of his 
preach in a school-house, and that Lucy . wife, the husband pounded on the door, 
Dolbear, his intended, should be present, calling on Dow to come out. At last Dow 
and at the conclusion of the discourse, at ])retended to be roused out of a .sound 
a certain signal. Lucy should get up. sleep, (although he had been awake all the 
When the sermon was ended and the ben- time) : rubbing his eyes and v-awning, he 
ediction pronounced, .Mr. Dow .s^^id. "If came out. The man insisted on Dow's 
there is any one here who would like to ' rai.sing the devil, and would not take 
marry me, they will manifest it by rising." no for an answer. Well, if you insist on 
A negro woman rose up at the same time it, said Dow. I will do it, but when /rr 
his intended did. He took Lucv, and ' comes, it will be in aflame of fire, and vou 
went to Elder Whittlesey's, and they were must set the doors wide open, so he will 
married that night. have plenty of room. The man opened 

There was a stor}- going the rounds of his door, and Dow. taking the candle, 
the papers in Vermont of Lorenzo Dow touched the tow in the cask. In an in- 
raudng the devil. One day while he was stant the cask was wrapped in flame, and 
at the dinner table at our house in Hard- the man inside jumping out. all on fire, 
wick, motheraskedhim about it. Lorenzo ran up the street like the very de\il, all of 
replied that the circumstances were as fol- a light blaze, tearing through the snow at 
lows: In traveling through the northern the rate of 2:40. The husband was st> 
part of Vermont, he was belated one night frightened, for once it made a sober man 
in a blindmg snow-storm. He went for of him. 

the only light he could discover, and When I was 9 years old. my parents 
found it came from a small log-house, moved to Connecticut, and Uncle Lorenzo 
After repeated knockings at the door, a journeyed with us. Atone of our stopping 
woman opened it. He asked accommoda- places he was called on to preach. It was 
tions for the night. She said her husband about 4 i». m. In a few minutes they had 
was gone, and she could not possibly ac- ; in the hotel where we stopped a congrega- 
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tion of some 300 persons. In the course 
of the sermon, he pointed to a young man 
present, and said, **How came you to 
steal that sheep, and dress and have it 
cooked? Do you think it tasted any 
better than if you had gone to work, 
earned the money, and paid for it like an 
honest man ? " After the sermon, my sister 
Chris tiania asked him what he meant by 
being so personal, and making such a di- 
rect accusation of stealing, when he never 
was in that town before, and knew no one 
present ; that, having made a charge, if he 
could not sustain it, would go hard with 
him. Uncle Lorenzo replied he felt in- 
tensely impressed in a very peculiar man- 
ner to say what he did, so much so that 
he could not stop until he had made the 
charge. It was soon told us by the land- 
lord that two years before, that man stole 
a sheep, had it cooked, and eaten in his 
own family. He was sued, but his father 
settled it so it did not go into court. The 
reader may analyze this, whether there 
were any spiritual manifestations. 

The next night wc put up at another inn, 
and as mv uncle entered the house, he 
met an old acquaintance, a Deacon in a 
Congregational church there. The Dea- 
con was in the act of shaving. Seeing our 
party, he said — **Mr. Dow, do you ever 
shave?" Uncle L. said, **1 shave a Coft- 
gregcUiofuU Deacon once in a while.'' 

On the farm that Lorenzo owned in 
Montville, Ct., there was a dam at the out- 
let of a large pond. Below on the stream 
my uncle owned some mills, and below 
these was a large cotton factory, owned by 
one of his neighbors, employing a large 
number of operatives. In the night his 
neighbor would go and open the gate, and 
let the water out of the pond to run certain 
machinery. The next day there was not 
water enough to mn his own mill. The 
result was L. D. went and had a gate 
made of boiler-iron, and spiked down so 
the man of the factory could not open it. 
He then raised his dam to the height of 25 
feet, keeping back the water for months. 
His neighbor wanted water to run his fac- 
tory, while Dow closed his mills up for re- 
pairs. The result was his neighbor sued 



him, and beat him. Dow carried up the 
case to the next court, and got beat there. 
He then carried the case to the court of 
last resort, and got beat again . Then Dow 
took his hired man, and opened the gate. 
The three months of water accumulated, 
the pressure upon the gate was immense : 
the stream poured forth in a torrent. Says 
Dow to the man, **He wants water: give 
him more. Hoist the gate higher," and, 
looking on the rushing stream, said, •' my 
neighbor wants water, and water he shall 
have. Take the gate out.'' The impet- 
uous current did more damage to the cot- 
ton factory than three months' laying still 
for the want of water. 

This was the basis of that work pub- 
lished by Dow, entitled "Fresh Water 
Law, or Twenty-nine Reasons why a man 
cannot control the water on his own land.'" 
Lorenzo Dow was once preaching in the 
State of Ohio, and having unusual freedom 
of thought and delivery, the congregation 
was thrilled with admiration and delight. 
When the interest was at its height, he 
suddenl) stepped down from the desk, and 
deliberately walked to another part of the 
! room and pointing his long, sarcastic fin- 
; ger at a person to whom he was a total 
stranger, and fixing on him his searching 
I eyes, addressed him thus : — ♦• 1 mean//;;/ .' 
Yes, vor ! who ran away from Connecticut 
between two days to avoid paying your 
honest debts : and more than this, you per- 
secuted and abused your wite because she 
i was endeavoring to seek religion ! Aint 
yon ashamed of yourself .*" The poor fel- 
15w looked as though annihilation would 
be the highest boon. Dow returned to the 
desk and resumed the thread of his dis- 
course, and b\' his wonderful tact and mag- 
netism raised the congregation to the same 
summit of interest as before. .After the 
benediction was pronounced, the people, 
who knew nothing of the man's antece- 
dents, instituted .searching inquiry into the 
I man's historv and found that Dow's char^j- 
es were true to the verv letter. 

On another occasion while preaching in 
a grove, a young man commenced rattling 
some boards at no great distance from the 
preacher's stand. The speaker cautioned 



374 VERMONT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 



him very mildly at first, bat crery little METHODisif ix mosttbuer. 

while he would renew the mischief. At „ ^^^^ j. n, mArnnMrr. « 



length Dow cart on hm. a seno« look. -fhe Wstorv of the Metbodist Chnn* in 
remaridng :-" 7*M* tcarJs «^ «-** Montpefier eiteml. to the earliest as«od»- 
r«r cafimr The young man died m a tfoos of Methodwn in Vennont. 
few weeks, and the caipenter not thinking . . . , . 

of Dow-s remark made use of the tery Various accounts have been given of the 
identic^ boards. These are but specimens i»««««°ctioo of Methodism into Vermont. 
ofwhatoccunedatongthehistOfTof hb some of which are only madeis of tiadi- 
..|. tion and probably incxMrrect. It b now 

He was once holding forth in a place in *°»" that die first Methodist preacher 
aver% powerfidmanner.andaflatoncehe ^^ ^ Vermont by U>e andiorired voice 
pans^ in hb discourse, and very deliber- of the MedKxlbt Epbcopal Church, and 
ately made the remark: -There is aman who accepted and worked under die ap- 
present, who has been considered a very Pointment, was Nicholas Snethen, who at 
respectable person, but he is guflty of hug. the Conference hdd atThompson, Coim^ 
ring and kissing another mans wife, convened Sept. 20, 1796, was "read off- 
Both parties are present. The man has a ^ ^ Wointee to " VersWre circuit.- 
white feather on his head : and the woman Thb was an entirely new field for Meth- 
blushes deeply." In an instant a man odistic preaching, and Mr. Snethen prob- 
reached his hand to his head, and Dow ably went to his appointment with no def- 
pointing to him said, *' Thou art the inite knowledge of the existence of any 
man." And pointing to the woman, whose Methodist fiunOies in Vermont except one 
cheeks were scarlet, said, "Thou art : in Vershire, one in Bradford, and perhaps 
the woman. "^ Subsequent developments . a few others in the extended territory 
showed that Dow's arrows hit the mark. which comprised the •' drcuit." 

At another time, while preaching in « •• Vershire circuit reached," as the re- 
Mississippi, some rowdies were thrusting 1 cords state, ** from the towns near the 
a knife into a beautiful beaver hat of his, ' Connecticut ri\-er to Montpelier." These 
at some distance from the stand. He boundaries are somewhat indefinite, but 
turned to them and addressed them were as accurate, perhaps, as any in the 
thus : — The laws of society condemn you : early da^-s of Methodism, when bounding 
the law^ of your countr>' condemn you ; the parish of a Methodist preacher, 
moreover the laws of God condemn you. Jesse Lee, the pioneer of Methodism in 
The word condemned means damned, ist. New England, was Presiding Elder, and 
You are villains. 2d. You are condemned in his journal makes reference to Vershire 
Wllains, that b you are damned x-illains. ■ circuit in these words : ** Many of the 
3d. God condemns you by Hb law : that , places where we preached in that circuit 
b He damns you. Hence, you are Gad were quite new settlements; the houses 
damned villains I were ver>' small, and but scattered through 

the countn*. The preachers had to en- 

THE VERMONT BIBLE SOCIETY ^^..«.^, «il«.. AXO.^^^^ ^ * A 

counter many oiniculties and to endure 
Had its organization at the capital. The many hardships. But one thing whidi 
first meeting was held at the hall of the made up for all die difficulties was thb. 
Academy, Oct. 28, 1812. Hon. \Vm. C. the people were fond of attending meeting 
Harrington, mod., Jeduthan Loomb. clerk, by day or by night, and were ver>' kind to 
Rev. Chester Wiight preached the opening the preachers : and best of all was, sin- 
sermon, and before the meeting dissolved ners were awakened, and in a little time 
88 persons had become members, and some of them became the happy subjects 
$323.75 raised. First officers: Charles of the favor of God, and were zealously en- 
Marsh, pres't. Gen. Abner Forbes, treas., gaged in tr>ing to help fon»-ard the work 
Wm. Page, sec'y. of the Lord as far as the\ could. Since 
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then we have prospered considerably in 
this new part of the country." 

The fhigmentary records which are the 
only means of information now extant, give 
conclusive evidence that Montpelier was 
thus visited by the early itinerant preach- 
ers, and that it immediately became an ap- 
pointment for stated and regular preach- 
ing. It is probable*, however, that such 
preaching was only at inter\'als of consid- 
erable extent in point of time, and that the 
meetings were small as regards the num- 
ber in attendance, being held in dwellings, 
or possibly in school-houses where they 
existed and could be obtained for the pur- 
pose. Arminian theology was then re- 
garded as an interloper, and met with its 
opposing creeds of Calvinistic dogmas on 
the one hand and extreme Liberalism on 
the other, as its vital and untiring dispu- 
tants. 

D. P. Thompson's History of Montpe- 
lier speaks of ** A great public meeting for 
a doctrinal debate,'* held in Montpelier 
during the summer of 1799, in which a 
•*Rev. Mr. Mitchell, of some other part 
of the State," appeared '*on the part of 
the Methodists." Doubtless this was 
Joseph Mitchell, the preacher on the 
••Vergennes circuit" in that year. Mr. 
Mitchell was never an appointee on any 
circuit which included Montpelier, but 
was a man of untiring energy, great intel- 
lectual power and unceasing labors in his 
calling as a preacher, and it is recorded of 
him that he traveled at the rate of nearly 
6,000 miles a year while on the Vergennes 
circuit. His appearance in Montpelier at 
this time would seem to indicate either 
that he was an occasional visitor and 
preacher here, although not on his stated 
circuit, or that he was brought forward to 
champion the doctrines of the ^Methodist 
Episcopal Church by the friends of the 
same. 

It is not improbable that Montpelier 
may have been occasionally visited by the 
preachers of Vergennes circuit, as well as 
by those of Vershire circuit, of which it 
was a part, for the early Methodist preacher 
had a habit of making himself heard, and 
of feeling very much at home wherever. 



and under whatever circumstances he could 
find a congregation, and in view of the 
common sympathy and purpose among 
the early preachers, especially, it is pre- 
sumable that no exclusive right of territory 
was thought of by any circuit preacher. 

Lorenzo Dow, &med for his eccentric- 
ities of life and speech, and an able though 
irregular worker in the early itinerancy, is 
also known to have been an occasional 
preacher at Montpelier, bu( was never an 
appointee on any circuit which included 
the town in its jurisdiction. So of others 
whose names are not in the list of Meth- 
odist preachers included in this sketch, 
but who may be remembered, or perhaps 
recorded, as having engaged in the work 
to a greater or less extent. 

The preachers who succeeded Mr. 
Snethen upon Vershire circuit while Mont- 
pelier continued within its bounds, were, 
in 1797, Ralph Williston; in 1798, Joseph 
Crawford; in 1799, Mr. Crawford again, 
with Elijah Chichester as his colleague ; 
in 1800, Thomas Dewey ; in 1801, Truman 
Bishop and Thomas Branch; in 1802, 
Solomon Langdon and Paul Dustin; in 
1803, Samuel Draper and Oliver Beale. 
The dates abo^e given indicate the ** Con- 
ference year," commencing with the an- 
nual session in the summer of the year 
named, and continuing to the following 
session. In 1804, the circuit was divided, 
and Montpelier became a part of the new 
** Barre circuit,'* which included the fol- 
lowing within its jurisdiction : Barre, 
Plainfield, Middlesex, Montpelier, North- 
field, Williamstown, Washington, Berlin, 
and Orange. It is uncertain whether 
Moretown and Waitsfield were in the cir- 
cuit at this time, or were added subse- 
quently ; but eventually they were so in- 
cluded, as well as other towns. 

There are 257 names upon the oldest 
list of members now to be found, and 
which seems to include the entire circuit 
as it existed in 1804. 

Of this number it is difficult to decide 
how many were residents of Montpelier, 
as the Montpelier membership is not 
grouped as in some of the other towns, but 
it seems to he not more than six or eight. 
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There was. however, a ** class" organ- ■ of a meeting which was probably one of 
ization. and it was represented in the re- ' impressive and solemn interest in the com- 
ported "collections" ate ach quarterly ■ munity. A Methodist •* quarterly meet- 
meeting of the circuit, the amounts vary- . ing" in 1820 was likely to be an event of 
ing in these ear\j reports from 35 cents to great local interest. Harre circuit com- 
58.54. the last named being the report on prised at this time some twelve or more 
Apr. 19, 1806. at the last quarterly meet- towns within its bounds, and, in accord- 
ing in the Conference year. ance with the custom in these olden times. 

July 23, 1808, collections from two there would be likely to be in attendance 
classes in Montpelier were reported, indi- at the quarterly meeting some from every 
eating that another class was formed alx)ut preaching station on the circuit, and a 
this time, subsequent reports showing the general attendance of the members and 
continuation of this arrangement. The friends of the Methodist Church in towns 
first receipt of *• public money" reported convenient of access to the place of meet- 
from Montpelier was at a quarterly meet- ing. It is. therefore, probable that this 
ing held at Plainfield, October 16, 1807. meeting was one of considerable local im- 
the amount being $1.60. The name of portance. Mr. Henry Nutt remembers 
the first class leader was Ansel Patterson, the occasion, and that the meeting was 
who afterwards removed to Barre. and held in the grove at the ** Centre," and 
^-as eventually expelled from membership, very largely attended by the people firom 

The number in society as reported to all adjoining and some other towns, 
the annual Conference of 1812 was 330 Rev. Elihu Scott, who Ls now living in 
upon the circuit, and of this number 25 Hampton. N. H., writes: 
were in the two classes in Montpelier, |„ j^^^ ,3,. , received my first ap- 
Da\nd Harris and Elias Kingsley being pointment in the New England Confer- 
the leaders, and having thirteen and twelve ence. on old Barre circuit, Vermont, one 

in their respective cla.sses, and three -on ' ""^ ^^^ ^^^^^^ ^"^ ^^^ ^^ ^\^ ^?« jn ^« 

..... , , ^ -, „. , T,, State. John Lord was preacher m charge, 

trial in the class of Mr. King.sley. The j^^^.j^ ^^^-^ ^^^^^ j,^ ^^^^ ^^.^ . ^^ 

records are ver} meagre c|^inng these in- because we had not help enough, we took 

tervening years, but there is evidence of a on Horace Spaulding for the fourth, (a 

steadv growth in numbers and increase of "school teacher and local preacher of good 

• n r .1. \ u • *i •. abilities.) The following is a list of the 

influence for the church in the community. ^^^^.^^ ^^^„ embraced in the circuit-a 

Aug. 5, 1820. the quarterly meeting was name that meant something in those days 
held in Montpelier. being the first on — namely : Barre. Montpelier, Calais, 
record as held in this town. It is not cer- Plainfield, Marshfield, Orange, Washing- 

tain, however that quarterly tneetings '^^J'^'^^^^^S'',^^£: 

were now held here for the first time, as j jj^ink we had'preaching even- Sabbath 

some of the records in former years are in- only in Barre : in a few other places once 

complete, and it is obvious that such meet- in two weeks, in others once in four weeks. 

ings were held, of which no record is now : ^"^J" "^^^^^ ""^^ »"^^^»ght l"^}^- »"^ 
® , , • T-L ' With lectures, as we then called them — 

extant, or at least known to exist. The ^ ^^at is, preaching on week da>-s, afternoon 
record of this meeting is very meagre, ; or evening, in ail our outlying neighbor- 
being onlv a statement of the time and '• hoods where we had classes, four or five 

place and the amount of the collections ! ^^^"^'^ *^ ^^j^^K ^*^*"^^ ^'•^^'^\<^"^ ^^l^"^' *"™^ 
. ,. , r 11 : "icr and winter, in pn\-ate houses or 

and dLsbursements as follows : school-houses, and visiting all our mem- 

Quarterly meetings held at -Montpelier, bers frequentiv, we found plentv of hard 
for Barre circuit. August 5. 1820. work to keep iis out of idleness and mLs- 

Public collection, S8.62. chief. 

Paid Ella Dunam expense. 6.00 ,, o ^ 1 >. » •• 1 . 

Squire B. Harskell do. 2.62 I'revious to 1826, the .Methodists had no 

church, but during this year one was built 

$8.62 by them at the Centre of the town, in 
This brief record is sugsjcstive. however, w hich meetings were then held alternately 
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with services in the old State House in 
the village. At the first quarterly meet- 
ing held in the church, Wilbur Fisk preach- 
ed upon the dieme of ** endless misery ^^ — 
a memorable sermon, which was much 
discussed in the community. 

In 1828, Montpelier was made a station, 
and thenceforward lost its identity with 
Barre drcuit, but gained one of its own. 
The appointments of preachers for Barre 
circuit from its formation to this time, (all 
of whom were of course regular visitors to 
Montpelier at stated appointments,) were 
as follows : In 1804, Oliver Beale ; 1805, 
Elijah Hedding and Daniel Young ; 1806, 
Philip Munger and Jonathan Chaney; 
1807, Sami Thompson and Eleazer Wells ; 
j8o8. Solomon Sias ; 1809, Warren Ban- 
ister and George Gary; 1810, Eliazer 
Wells and Squire Streeter ; 181 1, Nathan- 
iel Sternes and John Jewett; 18 12, £b- 
enezer F. Newell and Joseph Dennett; 
1813 and ^14, David Kilburn, Jason Walk- 
er being his colleague in M4 ; 1815 and ^16, 
Joel Steele, Thomas C. Pierce being a 
colleague in '16; 1817 and '18, Leonard 
Frost; 1819, Thomas C. Pierce; 1820, 
Squire B. Haskell and Ella Dunham ; 182 1 , 
John F. Adams and Abraham Holway; 
1822, J. F. Adams, D. Leslie ; 1823, Sam- 
uel Norris and Haskell Wheelock ; 1824, 
D. Kilburn, H. Wheelock and A. H. 
Houghton; 1825, John Lord, D. Leslie 
and Elihu Scott; 1826, A. D. Merrill and 
J. Templeton; 1827, J. B. White, E. 
Jordan and R. L. Harvey. 

There had also appeared among the 
Methodist preachers in the town the fol- 
lowing men who had occupied the office of 
presiding elder upon the district of which 
Barre circuit was a part: Jesse Lee, 
George Pickering, Shadrack Bostwick, 
John Brodhead, Joseph Crawford, Elijah 
Sabin« Thomas Branch, Eleazer Wells, 
Joseph A. Merrill, John Lindsley, John G. 
Dow, Wilbur Fisk. 

Among these names that of Wilbur Fisk 
b not the least prominent, and to the 
present generation is a household name in 
memory of a man who made his impress 
in society as but few men are able to do. 
The sermon of Mr. Fisk before the Ver- 

48 



mont Legislature of 1826 is now preserved, 
having been printed in pamphlet form. 
Mr. Fisk has been called the ** founder of 
Methodism in Montpelier,^* but although 
hb influence was of great value to Meth- 
odism in Montpelier, his work was inci- 
dental to its history rather than the found- 
ation of it. He was a strong man in the 
denomination, and doubtless exercised an 
influence which served in a great measure 
to dispel the opposition and the prejudices 
which had met the early efforts of Meth- 
odists to secure an acknowledged right to 
worship God according to the dictates of 
their consciences, and the preferences of 
their religious tastes. [For Presiding Elder 
Fisk, see Windham County vol., (follow- 
ing Washington County papers,) of which 
County he was a native — Ed.] It is also 
probable that this growing strength in the 
society gave encouragement to the local 
interests to such an extent as to bring 
about the independent existence of ** Mont- 
pelier station,*^ and thus secure a resident 
pastor who could give his entire attention 
to the interests of the church in Mont- 
pelier. 

So it came about that at the annual con- 
ference, held at Lynn, Mass., (this terri- 
tory being then comprised in ** the New 
England Conference,") and commencing 
July 23, 1828, Barre circuit was again di- 
vided, (having lost •*Brookfield circuit" 
in 1826,) and ** Montpelier station" be- 
came an appointmep£ John Lord was 
presiding elder of the oistrict, and JohnG. 
Dow the stationed preacher. 

The first quarterly meeting was held at 
the church (at the Center) Sept. 20 and 
21, 1828. Regular meetings had been 
held up to this time, but the ** quarterly 
meeting " now convened for the first time 
on the station, and as there was but one 
steward under the circuit arrangement, it 
became necessary to choose others ; the 
completed board was as follows : Stephen 
Sanborn, Daniel Culver, Samuel Upham, 
Cyrenus G. Kelton, (Recording Steward,) 
and Henry Nutt. At a subsequent meet- 
ing the board of trustees was increased to 
five, and then comprised Salvenus Morse, 
John Stevens, James Arbuckle, Daniel 
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Culver and Henry Nutt ; and the member- 
ship was comprised in seven classes, as 
follows: I, Henry Nutt leader, 13 mem- 
bers ; 2, Elias Wakefield leader, 9 mem- 
bers and two on trial ; 3, Cyrenus G. Kel- 
ton leader, 16 members; 4, Goodyear 
Bassett local preacher and leader, 16 mem- 
bers and one on trial ; 5, James Arbuckle 
leader, 7 members and 5 on trial ; 6, Dan- 
iel W. Fox leader, 20 members ; 7, Nathan 
Howard leader, 13 members; total, 105 
members and 8 on trial. 

The financial exhibit for this first year 
is as follows : Collections for this yearns 
avails of subscription papers, $204 ; private 
donations,$i 5 ; ministerial or public money, 
I62 ; quarterly collections, I49 ; total, $330. 
Dbbursements, Paid Rev. J. G. Dow for 
traveling expenses, $10; for house rent, 
$yo; fuel, $15 ; table expenses, $85 ; quar- 
terage, $140; paid Rev. John Lord, P.E., 
$10; total, $330. 

An interesting relic of the * time here 
written of is an original '* class paper,^ 
now in a good state of preservation, al- 
though yellow with age, and carrying an 
inscription of £aded writing, but still very 
legible, as follows : 



SSbntpeiitr Class $a|rtr.— |lo. 1. 

HENRY NUTT, Leader. 
John G. Dow, S. P. Rev. John Lord, P. E. 



Remember and obaenre the Quarterly Fast. 
See C)iacipline. 




Keep jToiirselTes in the love of God. 

—Bible. 



* 



Made A|Mril 15th. 1839. 



The original size of the above when 
folded is 5I X 2} inches, and when unfold- 
ed, it is twelve times as large, and con- 
tains the names of the members of the 
class indicated, with lines and spaces to 
record their state in life, (married, single 
or widowed,) their state in the church, 
(full membership or on trial,) and their 
attendance or non-attendance at class 
meetings. The church records, although 
merely incidental of the routine business 
during the next 6 years, indicate a general 
state of prosperity and a healthy growth 



in the membership. John G. Dow was 
again appointed preacher in diarge in 
1829, with Eleazer Wells presiding elder. 
James Templeton was the preacher in ^30 
and ^31 ; Ezra Sprague, ^32 ; John Currier 
^^'33 ; Qosiah A. Scarrit, presiding elder,) 
and Elihu Scott the preacher in '34. At 
this time there was under agitation a pro- 
ject to build a Methodist church in the 
village, the meetings having been held in 
the old Court House up to thb time. 

The following record is still preserved, 
apparently upon the original paper where 
it was written : 

MoNTPELiER, Feb. 12, 1834. 

According to previous notice given, a 
meeting was called for the purpose of tak- 
ing into consideration the expediency of 
building a Methodist meeting-house. 

On motion, Hon. Cyrus Ware was 
called to the chair, and E. H. Washburn 
was appointed secretary*. 

On motion, a committee was appointed 
consisting of three, to be denominated a 
Methodist meeting-house committee. Lu- 
ther Cross, Samuel Upham, Jonathan M. 
Snow, comprise this committee, whose 
duty it shall be to find a site on which to 
build said house, and any other business 
belonging to the subject. 

On motion, the meeting was adjourned 
to meet at the State House, on the 24th 
instant, at 6 o^clock P. m. 

E. H. ^^ASHBVKS, Secretary. 

Feb. 24, 1834. 

Met pursuant to adjournment, Hon. C. 
Ware in the chair, and J. M. Snow, sec- 
retary pro tern. 

On motion, the question was tried rel- 
ative to the site belonging to Mr. Jewett. 

On motion. Col. J. P. Miller was added 
to the committee above raised,^ and also 
Mr. James Arbuckle and Mr. Nsihum. 

On motion, the meeting was adjourned 
to the loth of March. 

E. H. Washburn, Secretary. 

March loth, 1834. 
On motion of Hon. C. Ware, Smith 
Sherman was called to the chair. 

On motion, said meeting agreed to 
build on the Keith site. 

On motion, adjourned to meet on the 
24th instant. 

E. H. Washburn, Secretary. 

MoNTPELiER, March 24, 1834. 
Met pursuant to adjournment after read- 
ing the notice published in the news- 
papers. Hon. C. Ware called to the 
chair. Trustees : Cyrenus Morse, Sam- 



MONTPELIER. 



379 



ucl Upham, Jr., Christopher C. Wing, A. 
D. H. Cadwell, James Arbuckle ; Meth- 
odist meeting-house committee: C. C. 
Wing, J. M. Snow, Wm. B. Hubbard. 
4th. To act on draft for a constitution for 
said society. Constitution adopted. Plan 
A, for a meeting-house adopted. 

On motion, the meeting was adjourned 
four weeks. E. H. Washburn, Sec, 

No further record of this movement is 
preserved, and the project seems to have 
waited development for the time being. 

The earliest records of the Sunday-school 
are July, 1835; <>°^ superintendent, 5 
teachers, 48 scholars ; 75 vols, in the li- 
brary. It seems probable that there was 
a Sunday-school organization some years 
earlier, and it is also probable that the or- 
ganization has been continued ever since. 

Aug. 31, 1836, the New Hampshire and 
Vermont Conference commenced its sev- 
enth annual session in Montpelier, under 
the presidency of Bishop Elijah Hedding. 
It must have been with peculiar feelings 
of gratitude to God, that Bishop Hedding 
now looked upon the assembling of this 
conference. In 1805, he had been a 
preacher on Barre circuit, and had occa- 
sionally visited and preached . in Mont- 
pelier. 

In 1824, he was elected and ordained 
Bishop, and in 1830, had presided over 
the first session of the New Hampshire 
and Vermont Conference at Barre, and 
now in the course of his official duties, 
came to preside over the session t^ be held 
in Montpelier. The number of members 
in the church in Montpelier at this time 
was 153. • The sessions of the conference 
were held in the ** Brick Church," (Con- 
gregational.) It is remembered that John 
Brodhead was also present among other 
visitors. 

Following this conference the building 
enterprise assumed definite form. 

Daniel Baldwin was made chairman of 
the building committee, and eventually 
bore the burden of carrying the church 
to completion. His financial account of 
receipts and expenditures amounting to 
$3,176.15, paid into his hands and fully 
accounted for, was rendered to the stew- 
ards under date of 1840. 



The deed of the land was given by 
Rawsel R. Keith to the stewards of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, the consid- 
ation being named as $500, and the lot 
being described as ** situated on the north- 
erly side of the road leading from William 
Mannas to the State House ; " as bounded 
by lands belonging to Keith and Blaisdell, 
and the road, having 4 rods width and 
being 8 rods in length from the road to the 
rear boundary line. This deed was made 
and attested Dec. 16, 1836, and recorded 
Jan. 19, 1837. The deed was given, to 
quote its language, **upon the especial 
trust and confidence that they shall erect 
and build thereon a house or place of re- 
ligious worship for the use of the members 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Montpelier according to the rules and dis- 
cipline which from time to time may be 
agreed upon by the ministers and preachers 
by said church at their general conference in 
the United States of America," and men- 
tioning further expectation that the prop- 
erty should remain in the control of the 
said church under its disciplinary rules. 
Some 33 years later, Nov. 8, 1869, the 
title was made absolute by the execution 
of another deed by which for a consider- 
ation of $100, Mr. Keith quit-claimed to 
the stewards of said church all right and 
title to the same piece of land, indicating 
that when it became necessary to make a 
change in the church property, it was 
found that doubt existed as to the right of 
the church to dispose of the same under 
the original title. This illustrates the 
truth that not only mice but men also 
sometimes overlook the means of egress, 
when deeply intent in improving the op- 
portunity of ingress upon a desired pos- 
session. 

The church was dedicated Nov. 19, 

1837, and the sermon preached by Rev. S. 
Kelley, pastor. In 1838 the church in 
Montpelier village was made a station by 
itself, with 99 names upon its roll of mem- 
bership. 

The first quarterly meeting held in the 
church at Montpelier village was Apr. 7, 

1838, and after this time usually occurred 
at this place. In 1837, Middlesex charge 
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was united with Montpelier for the time 
being, and two preachers were appointed 
to the work. In 1859, East Montpelier 
was annexed in like manner, but in each 
instance the arrangement was only for the 
current year. During these years and the 
following there was a steady growth in the 
membership of the church, with occasional 
revival of religion. In 1858, the Vermont 
Annual Conference, (organized in 1844,) 
held its fourteenth session in Montpelier, 
Bishop Osman C. Baker presiding. The 
conference convened May 13th. 

In 1866, the 22d session of die Vermont 
Annual Conference was held in Mont- 
pelier, convening April 19, with Bishop 
Matthew Simpson presiding. This was 
the centennial year of American Metho- 
dism, dating from its introduction in 1766, 
and great interest attached to the observa- 
tion of proper demonstrations to commem- 
orate such an occasion of congratulation. 
On Friday evening, April 20, a * ' centenary 
meeting^ was held, at which Gov. Dilling- 
ham presided. Rev. H. F^stman read a 
poem suited to die occasion, and Rev. G. 
C. Bancroft delivered an address. The 
Sabbath services were particularly interest- 
ing, sBshop Simpson preaching at the 
Congregational Church in the forenoon, 
and the other services in the several 
churches being conducted by other vis- 
itors and by members of the conference. 

Sept. 21, 1868, it was voted by the 
leaders and stewards^ meeting, (official 
board, improperly so called,) '' to build a 
new house of worship,^^ and the necessary 
measures were taken in due time to dis- 
pose of the church property then held by 
the society, and to procure the land and 
erect the church edifice now owned by 
this societ)'. Like other church enter- 
prises oi this character, thb involved years 
of toil and sacrifice on the part of the 
people, and corresponding labor and sac- 
rifice by the pastors who found their lot 
cast with this society during the several 
following years. It is not within the prov- 
ince of this article to relate the details of 
the effort to erect this new house of wor- 
ship, but to record its completion for 
dedication on Nov. 24, 1874, Rev. W. R. 



Clark, D. D., of die New England Con- 
ference, being the preacher of the dedica- 
tory sermon. 

Among the material encouragements in 
the undertaking was the donation of the 
massive bell by Col. H. C. Nutt, at about 
$1,500 cost, and whidi was made a " me- 
morial gift ^ in the name of two sisters 
deceased, and whose names are cast in an 
inscription on the bell, as follows : 



IN MEMORY 
or 

MY SISTERS, 

FANNY AND ASENATH 



H. C. NUTT, 

Trinity M. E. Church, 

Montpelier, Vt., 

1872. 



[Fanny W. Nutt was bom in Mont- 
pelier, March 2d, 1836 ; united with the 
Methodist Church in this village in 1854; 
married Chas. H. Tenney, M. D., Nov. 25, 
1862, and died Nov. 8, 1864. Dr. Tenney, 
who was Assistant Superintendent of the 
Vt. Insane Asylum, died in Brattieboro, 
April 27, 1874. Two poems from her pen 
appear in **The Poets and Poetry of Ver- 
mont,'' one of which attracted very pleas- 
ant notice : 

THE TWO CROWNS. 

Over ooeaB*t deep blve waten, 

In a home of royal pride. 
Is a darling little baby. 

Known throngbout tbe world ao wide. 

• I (Rippoae tbat be is winning, 

Jast as other babies are ; 
Laughing eyes and dimpled sboolders. 

Brow as polished marble Iklr; 
Bobes of costliest lace and muslin. 

Showing forth his baby charms- 
Strings of pnrest diamonds flashing 

From his rosy neck and arms. 

Tended by a score of servants. 

Feeding ftom a golden bowl— 
Worshipped by a mighty nation— 

Whence this homage of the whole? 
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▲hi AdowD the mlitjr ftotare 

They can see thmt baby brow. 
Seamed by many a eare-wom ft|rrow~ 

Not aa freak and fklr at now; 
Robbed of all the golden ringlets 

Tliat his beauty now enhance; 
Wearing, as to hlde.lts wrinkles. 

The Imperial Crown of France. 

*Neath onr roof-tree fondly nestles 

Just the dearest little thing. 
That within an eartii-hoiiie ever 

Folded np Its tiny wing. 

Eyes of bine, and golden tresses 

Waving *roand a brow of light. 
Looks she like a little ehemb 

In her flowing robes of white ; 
With no omamenta we deck her 

Bat the ehanns that nature gives. 
Save a pair of golden arrows. 

Looping np her little sleeves. 

At her birth no bells were pealing. 

8«ve the bells of silent Joy ; 
At her ibet bows no proud nation 

As before the Emperor's boy. 

Bat, I^re often heard at twilight 

Angel feet eome tripping in : 
Bending o*er her midnight slumbers. 

Often angel forms have seen ; 
And I almost hear them tell her 

That a crown of glory bright 
Waits to bind our baby*s forehead 

In the blessed world of light. 

The interest in which is not diminished, 
but lather enhanced, now the fair, dear 
author sleeps in Green Mount Cemetery, 
and the pure young Prince has won the 
martyrdom of the brave by the barbaric 
Abyssinian spear. Touching sequel of 
human hope, if we look on one side of the 
leaf. If we turn the leaf, it may have a 
very beautiful golden lining. — Ed.] 

The Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church 
edifice is a substantial brick structure, of 
plain exterior, well located upon Main st. 
Its extreme length upon the outside is 1 1 1 
feet, with a corresponding width of 60 feet. 
The ground floor is occupied by a spacious 
vestibule, and from which a passage 24 feet 
in length and 10 feet in width, leads to the 
vestry, 62 x 58 feet, being the largest lec- 
ture room in town, while upon the right of 
the passage from the vestibule is a class- 
room, 24 feet square, and upon the left two 
ladies^ parlors, each 24X 12 feet, and con- 
nected by folding doors. From the vesti- 
bule on each side is a stairway, 5 ft. 5 in. 
wide, with 20 steps of 7 in. rise, leading 
to the second floor, on which is the main 
audience room, 73 ft. long, 58 ft. wide, and 



32 ft. high, and having excellent acoustic 
properties. The pews are 120 in number, 
giving 600 sittings, while the gallery over 
the vestibule will seat 100, making a total 
seating capacity of 700 in the permanent 
seats. The organ loft, situated back of 
the pulpit, is 22 ft. wide by 17 ft. depth, 
and is furnished with a superior instrument, 
made by Geo. H. Ryder of Boston, and 
which was purchased by the ladies of the 
Society. On each side of the organ loft is 
a room 17x13 ft., and intended for the 
toilet of the preacher and the chou*. The 
audience room is heated by two furnaces, 
and the vestry by a third, all located in the 
cellar, while the smaller rooms are provid- 
ed with stoves for heating purposes. 

The following is a complete list of pas- 
tors who have been identified with this 
church since its independent existence, 
commencing in 1828, and also the names 
of the presiding elders of Montpelier dis- 
trict, several of whom have resided in this 
town during their term of office : 

1828, John G. Dow, John Lord, Pre- 
siding Elder; 1829, John G. Dow, pastor, 
Eleazer Wells, Presiding Elder ; 1830 and 
'3 1 , James Tcmpleton ; 1 832,Ezra Sprague ; 
1833, John Currier, Josiah A. Scarritt, P. 
E. ; '34 and '35, Elihu Scott ; '36 and "^27* 
Samuel Kelley, Charles p. Cahoon, P. E. ; 
'38 and '39, Eleazer Smith, ElishaJ. Scott, 
P. E. ; '40 and '41 , Charles R. Harding ; '42, 
'43, '44, ElishaJ. Scott, J. G. Dow, P. E. ; 
'45 and '46, Amasa G. Button, John Cur- 
rier, P. E. in '46; '47 and '48, Alonzo 
Webster; '49, S. P. Williams ; '50 and '51, 
S. Chamberlain, A. T. Bullard, P. E. ; 
'52 and '53, Benjamin Walker ; '54, Ed- 
mund Copeland ; '55 and '56, F. D. Hem- 
enway, E. J. Scott, P. E. ; '57 and '58, 
H. P. Gushing, W. J. Kidder, P. E. in '58 ; 
'59 and '60, W. D. Malcom ; '61 and '62, 
Isaac McAnn, P. P. Ray, P. E. in '62 ; 
'63 and '64, A. L. Cooper; '65 and '66, M. 
Ludlum, A. L. Cooper, P. E. in '66 ; '67 
and '68, B. Taylor. Mr. Taylor was re- 
leased in Aug. '68, and Isaac McAnn com- 
pleted the conference year. 1869, S. 
Holman; '70, H. W. Worthen, J. A. 
Sherburn, P. E. in '70; '71 and '72, J. 
W. C. Coxe. Mr. Coxe was released in 
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the £dl of ^72, and James Morrow sup- 
plied the remainder of the conference year. 
1873 ^i^d ^74* H. A. Spencer, I. McAnn, 
P. E. in '74 ; '75 and '76, J. M. C. Fulton ; 
^78 and V9» Charles Parkhurst, Church 
Tabor, P. E. in '78. Mr. Parkhurst was 
released in the bJl of V9> ^"d N. Fel- 
lows, of the N. E. Conference, supplied 
the remainder of the conference year, and 
was appointed as pastor in ^80 ; '81, D. E. 
MiDer. 

The annual statistics of the society as 
reported to the conference of 188 1 are as 
follows: Members,' 234; probationers, 
22 ; local preachers, 2 ; number in Sunday- 
school, 200; officers and teachers, 24; 
probable value of church edifice, $27,- 
000 ; probable value of parsonage prop- 
erty, $2,000; indebtedness, none; paid 
for ministerial support, pastor, $1,000; 
presiding elder, $68; bishops, $12; con- 
ference claimants, $25 ; total, $1,105 ; cur- 
rent expenses, $275; benevolent collec- 
tions, $182; total annual financial dis- 
bursement, $1,562. 



THE VERMONT CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 

BY RXT. J. R. BABTLXTT. 

No certain data is at hand to indicate 
the birthplace of the Messenger. One in- 
formant states that it was started in New- 
bury in 1846, by Rev. Wm. M. Willets. 
The first record of it is found in Wal- 
ton's Vermont Register for 1848, stating 
that it was published in MontpeUer in 
1847. In 1853, it was removed to North- 
field, and in 1859 <ig^n removed to Mont- 
pelier, where it has since been published. 

During its history it has been published 
by Rev. Elisha J. Scott, Rev. Alonzo 
Webster, C. W. Wlllard (commencing in 
1861) ; J. W. Wheelock (WUlard & Whee- 
lock from 1869 ^^ ^^74* ^"^ ^^^^ ^V ^^r. 
Wheelock and his estate to 1879), since 
which time the present proprietor, Mr. 
Herbert R. Wheelock, has continued the 
publication in the office of the ** Green 
Mountain Freeman.'' Among its editors 
Rev. Elisha J . Scott, Rev. Alonzo Web- 
ster, and Rev. W. D. Malcom, have ser\ed 
the longest terms. 



The following memorial sketch of Mr. 
Scott was published in the Vermont Con- 
ference Minutes of the session of 1866 : 

Rev. Elisha J, Scott was bom in Greens- 
boro, Vt., Aug. II, 1803, and died in 
Montpelier, Jan. 24, 1866, in his 63d year. 
Bro. Scott was a son of pious parents, and 
a father's prayers and a mother^s religious 
instructions were among his earliest and 
sweetest recollections. The principles of 
oiu* holy Christianity took a stroi^ hold of 
his young mind, and at the age of 12 years 
he gave his heart to the Saviour, and joined 
the Baptist Church, of which his parents 
were members. He continued in this 
Church some 7 years, when the Rev. Wil- 
bur Fisk, of precious memory, was sent to 
preach in an adjoini ng town . While listen- 
mg to his preaching, a change was wrought 
in his views of Christian doctrine, and 
ever after in sentiment and sympathy he 
was a Methodist. He had early convic- 
tions that he was sent into the world to be 
a minister of Jesus, and made preparation 
to enter upon his life work. He was re- 
ceived on trial in the M. E. Conference in 
1828; was ordained Deacon by Bishop 
Hedding, at Barre, June 27; 1830, and 
Elder by Bishop Roberts, at Lyndon, Aug. 
12, 1832. He filled with great accepta- 
bility and usefulness the following ap- 
pointments, namelv : Cabot, Craftsbury, 
Barton, Brookfiela and Chelsea Circuits, 
Woodstock, Chelsea, Newbury and Barre 
Stations — all one year each ; Montpelier 
District as Presiding Elder, 4 years ; Mont- 
pelier Station, 3 years, the third year as 
Supernumerary. He was then placed on 
the superannuated list for 9 years, when he 
was again made effective, and traveled 
Montpelier District a second term of four 
years as Presiding Elder. During the 
last years of this term his health complete- 
ly failed, and he again took a superannu- 
ated relation, which he held during the re- 
mainder of his life. During his retu^ment 
from the active work of the ministry, he 
performed much useful labor in supplying 
on the Sabbath appointments near the 
place of his residence, as Superintendent 
of common schools in his county, and as 
editor of the Messenger, He >**as for sev- 
eral years Secretary of the Conference, 
and a delegate to the General Conference, 
which met at Cincinnati, May, 1836. 

[We have among our waifs the follow- 
ing hymn, we clipped from some Mont- 
pelier paper at the time — probably the 
Messenger^ composed by him a few days 
before his death, to be sung at his fu- 
neral. — Ed.] 
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THE DYING CHRISTIAN'S ADIEU TO EARTH. 

Laanehed on Death*! dark, rolling itream. 
Earthly tcenes reoede from Tlew; 

Oh I how trifling all now seem, 
At I bid them each adleo. 

Pieaaant aeeneal they eonld not last— 
Morning clouds, and earthly dew, 

8oon exhaled— and qnkddy past, 
Kre we though t to say adieu. 

Onee, to aoe did they Impart 
Happiaeas, ahort-llved, hut true ; 

Now, as llrom them all I part, 
Cheerlblly 1 say adieu. 

Bleher joye my soul shall taste, 

Joys that are Ibrever new; 
To these Joye I gladly haste. 

Bidding aU helow adieu. 

Ol^feote to By heart most dear. 

Friends so loTlng and so true ; 
Even those, without a tear, 

I can bid my brief adieu. 

Short the time that will us part. 

Then our union weHl renew, 
Wlien heart elosely Joined to heart, 

Ne*er shall breathe tlie sad adieu. 

Farewell! earth, no onger borne. 

Heaven opens to my view ; 
0*er hill and vale no more I roam. 

Loved seenml my fond adieu. 

Hark! what music do 1 hear? 

Sweet the stralne—AiH and new- 
How It floods my ravished earl 

World of death! my last adieu. 

Rev. AloDzo Webster, D.D., was born 
in Weston, Jan. 27, 18 18 ; joined the New 
Hampshire Conference in 1837, and by the 
division of the same, became a member of 
the Vermont Conference at its formation 
in 1844 ; remained in active service in this 
Conference 19 years as pasto^, and 3 years 
of service as Presiding Elder, 9 years of 
which he occupied the editorial chair of 
the Messenger. In 1856, and again in 
i860, he was elected a delegate to the 
General Coiiference, and in 1866 was trans- 
ferred to the South Carolina Conference. 
In 1869, he received the appointment as 
Professor in the Baker Theological Insti- 
tute, first established at Charleston, S. C, 
but afterward removed to Orangeburg, to 
become a part of Claflin University, of 
which Dr. Webster was made President in 
1870. In 1874, he resigned this position 
to accept an appointment as Presiding 
Elder of Charleston District, and in 1876, 
and again in 1880, was elected to repre- 
sent the South Carolina Conference in the 
General Conference. His present address 
is Orangeburg, S. C. 



RevrW. D. Malcom assumed the ed- 
itorial chair in 1867, and continued to oc- 
cupy the position until April, 1881. He 
was born in Albany, N. Y., July 3, 1827 ; 
in early life worked as a printer ; studied at 
the Newbury Seminary, and joined the 
Vermont Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in 1848, sin(;e which he 
has continued in the itinerant work of a 
Methodist minister with the exception of 
one year, (^49,) when he located, rejoining 
in 1850. Of the 33 years of his ministerial 
life, nearly 8 years have been passed in the 
office of Presiding Elder, which position 
he now fills upon the St. Johnsbury Dis- 
trict. In 1864, he was a delegate to the 
General Conference, and for five successive 
years filled the office of Secretary to the 
Vermont Annual Conference. He is widely 
known in Vermont as a genial Christian 
minister, an able preacher, and a loyal and 
industrious worker in his Master^s vine- 
yard. 

The present, (Oct. 1881,) editorial force 
consists of Rev. J. R. Bartlett, Barre, ed- 
itor; Rev. W. R. Davenport, Cambridge- 
port, assistant ; Rev. J. O. Sherburn, Roch- 
ester, Sunday-school lessons.- The Mes- 
senger is conducted as a denominational 
religious newspaper, in the interests of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, its editors 
being pastors in this Church, and members 
of the Vermont Annual Conference. It is, 
however, a purely private enterprise, in- 
volving the Conference in no financial or 
moral responsibility, further than its juris- 
diction to expect all persons who are mem- 
bers of the Conference to conform to sound 
doctrines of the Church in their public 
teachings^ and to the rules of the Disci- 
pline in their manner of personal conduct. 
But as it seeks its support, in the main, 
from the membership of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, it is reasonable to ex- 
pect that it will be loyal and true to the in- 
terests of the same, and it is conducted on 
this basis ; while at the same time it seeks 
to avoid mere sectarianism of the narrow 
school, and to cultivate a catholic spirit, 
which while free to express its denomina- 
tional choice, is yet cordial and friendly to 
all other Christian churches. 
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VERMONT METHODIST SEMINARY AND 
FEMALE COLLEGE. 

BT BXy. J. A. SBBBBUXX. 

In giving a history of this institution it 
is necessary to briefly notice those institu- 
tions of which this is the legitimate suc- 
cessor. For the first 40 years or so, of 
the existence of Methodbm in this State, 
it had no schools under its special super- 
vision ; not because it did not value schol- 
astic advantages, 1>nt because, for the time 
being, there were other interests to serve 
it valued more. 

Neariy 50 years since, Poultney Acad- 
emy, under the supervision of the Troy 
Conference, and Newbury Seminary, under 
the New Hampshire Conference, were 
opened for students in the faJl of 1834. 

N. H. Conference then embraced what 
now composes the N. H. Conference and 
that part of Vermont lying east of the 
Green Mountains, making Newbury com- 
paradvely central to the whole territory. 
The funds for the purchase of lands and 
the erection of buildings for Newbury Sem- 
inary were obtained by subscriptions and 
collections firom the whole Conference. 
The buildings were good, [see descrip- 
tion in History of Newbury, vol. n, pages 
951 and 952 of this work,] located on a 
beantiful plateau overiooking the valley of 
the Connecticut, and affording a good view 
of mountain scenery in New Hampshire. 
The early purpose of the founders of this 
school was to make it, in part, a manual 
labor school for young men ; for this pur- 
pose a fiurm was purchased, but after a 
few years^ trial the plan was abandoned, 
and the farm sold. 

In connection with Newbury Seminary, 
there was the Newbury Biblical Institute, 
having its board of trustees and its own 
professors. Out of this grew first, the 
Concord Biblical Institute, Concord, N. 
H., and finally, the School of Theology of 
the Boston University. There was, also, 
in connection with the school, the Female 
Collegiate Institute, having its separate 
board of trust, though its teachers were 
the Seminary teachers as well. Rev. 
Charles Adams, now D. D., of Washing- 

49 



ton, D. C, being first principal, and Miss 
French, now Mrs. Joel Cooper, a widow 
in Iowa, preceptress. Mr. Adams had 
worthy successors. Bishop O. C. B^er, 
D. D., C. T. Hinman, D. D., J. E. King, 
D. D., and others. Miss French had her 
successors, women not to be forgotten, 
none of whom are remembered with great- 
er respecf than the late Mrs. C. P. Tap- 
lin. 

Newbury Seminary early in its history 
took high rank as a school, and maintained 
it well through its entire history. Well 
may "old Newbiuy" be proud of her 
alumni, and her alumni be proud of her, 
as well. 

[We here reserve a notice of the Spring- 
field Methodist school, not to forestall the 
right of a town in a later volume to give 
the history of its own institutions :] 

Springfield Wesleyan Seminary for a 
time was quite a rival of Newbury, doing 
good work, but, being comparatively local, 
was not its equal. 

In 1844, the N. H. Conference was di- 
vided, leaving that part of it which lay in 
Vermont, by itself, which was made a sep- 
arate Conference, called the Vermont Con- 
ference. 

In i860, the Burlington and St. Albans 
District, embracing the greater part of 
Western Vermont, and belonging to the 
Troy Conference, were added to the Vt. 
Conference, which materially changed its 
geographical center. 

Poultney Academy was at one time 
wholly suspended, and was afterward re- 
vived, and passed into private hands. 
N. H. Conference had built a Seminary 
for itself, Newbury Seminary needed funds 
to repair its old buildings or build new 
ones, and it was found hard to sustain 
Spingfield Seminary. Under these cir- 
cumstances, Vt. Conference, under whose 
patronage Newbury and Springfield were, 
decided, and the trustees of both schools 
concurred, to seek a central location and 
combine the schools, Rev. W. J. Kidder 
being the prime mover. 

The fiiends of Newbury struggled hard 
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to retain the school there, while West 
Randolph, Northlield, Waterhury and 
Montpelier competed for it. Mootpelier 
gnaranteeiog Izo.ooo to aid the enterprise, 
it was located there, upon the site occu- 
pied formerly by theU. S. Hospital, which 
with its buildings, was bought for (16,300. 
The siniatioo is upon a beautilul plateau, 1 50 
rods frxmi the center of Montpelier village, 
on elevated, dry ground. The view ex- 
tends from Orange Mountains on the east 
to Camel's Hump on the west, and from 
Berlin heights on the south to Worcester 
on the north. It would be difficult to find 
a more beautiful location in the State of 
Vermont for an institution of learning. 

Revs. A. G. Button, R. Morgan, I. 
McAnn and A. Hitchcock were each for a 
time employed as agents in raising funds 
for the completion of the Seminar)- build- 
ings, Noah Gianger, agent for raising an 
endowment fiind of jjo.ooo, $30,000 of 
which is pledged, the Income only of 
which can be used in aid of the school. 
The school was chartered in 1865, under 
the name of Vermont Conference Sem- 
inary and Female College ; but was after- 
ward changed to its present name, " Ver- 
mont Methodist Seminary and Female 
College." Hon. Paul Dillingham was 
president, A. G. Button, secretary, and 
Joseph Gould, treasurer of the first board 
of trust. Rev. A. G. Button and Paul 
Mclnstry supervised the remodeling of the 
buildings in 1S68, and the school was 
opened the same fail. 

The Newbury Seminary boarding-house 
fiimishings and school apparatus were re- 
moved to this Institution, and the funds 
resulting from the sale of the Springfield 
Seminary property was also paid into this 
Institution. 

In the fall of 186S. the school was 
opened, with a faculty most of whom had 
recently been teachers in Newbury Semi- 
nary, and many of their former pupils 
came wiih them. Rev. S. F. Cheater 
having been the last Principal at Newbury, 
was the first Principal at Montpelier. 

The Seminary building, having been 
erected under the superintendence of Revs, j 



S. Holman and A. G. Button, was opened 
for use in the &11 of 1872, which is thought 
to be one of the finest academic buildings 
in New England. The schocd property, 
grounds, buildings, etc., are valued at 
$S2,ooo. 

At present there arc in the School seven 
courses of study, as follows ! 

1. Common English I year- 

2. Business, 3 yean. 

3. Modem, 3 yean. 

4.. Music 3 yean. 

5. College Preparatory, ... 3 yean. 

6. Latin Scientific, .... 4 years. 

7. Collegiate, 4 yean. 

While the scholarship is designed to be 

thorough, the moral and religious wel&re 
of the students is a prominent feature of 
this school ; and though founded and fos- 
tered by the Methodist Church, it gladly 
welcomes students of all communions, giv' 
ing to them the privilege of such Churdl 
Sabbath service as their parents or guar- 
dians may designate. 

It is with gratitude that we acknowledge 
the healthful religious inHuence which has 
been manifest since the transfer of the 
school to Montpelier, though it has hardly 
reached what was often seen in lis palmiest 
da)-s at Newbury. It has been at Mont- 
pelier only about 12 years, and its alumni 
are already taking rank as educators, min- 
isters, lawyers and business men. 

Principals at AfoHipelUr.—K^Y. S, F. 
Chester, A. M., Rev. C. W. Wilder, A. M-. 
Rev. J. C. W. Coxe. A. M., Rev. L. 
White, A. M., and Re^. J- B. South- 
worth, the present Principal, who has com- 
menced his sixth year. 

Pracni Board of Trust— Rev. J, A. 
Sherbum, president ; Rev. A. L. Cooper, 
secretary; P. H. Hinkley, Esq., treasurer. 

By the lilessing of God, and the wise, 
united and persistent efforts of llie friends 
of this school, it is hoped it may live in 
growing efficiency and usefulness as the 
years go by, being a blessing not only to 
the Church which built it and cares for it, 
but also to the wide, wide world. 
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The first Congregational organijation in 
Montpelier was the Society — 83 members 
— formed in April, 1800, antedating the or- 
^nization of the Church 3 months and 8 
days. Unas called the "First Congre- 
gational Society of Montpelier." Its first 
declaration was : 

Impressed with the importance of relig- 
ion institulioDS to societ)' in general, and 
to ourselves as men, and taking into con- 
sideration the unsettled state ol such insti- 
tutions in this part of the country, and the 
necessity of uniting in religious opinions 
and harmony : we do hereby agree and 
fotm ourselves into a religious society, by 
the name of the first Congregational Socie- 
ty ID Montpelier, under the following reg- 
ulations: 

1. We pledge ourselves to each other 
that we will (laying aside all trifling dif- 
ferences) according to our abilities, main- 
tain regular meetings in oiu* Society, and 
contribute to the support of preaching, and 
when consistent, to maintaining a regular 
clergyman in the Society. 

2. That no member of this Society shall 
be compelled to pay any sum or sums T 
the use of the Society, except such sum 
he shall voluntarily subscribe. 

3. When any member of the society 
shall remove to such distance as to render 
it inconvenient for him to attend our meet- 
ings, or shall in conscience think he ought 



to dissent, he may notify the Clerk there- 

', whose duty it shall be to enter the same 

1 record, and such person shall no lon^- 

be considered as a member of this 

4. We agree to meet at the usual place 

holding meetings, in the Academy in 

Montpelier, on Wednesday, the 27th day 

'April, instant, at 3 o'clock in the after- 

lon, for the purpose of organizing said 
society with proper oflicers, and transact- 
ing any proper business when met. 

Dated at Montpelier, this i2ih day of 
April, 1800. 

Elisha Town, George Worthington, Jo- 
liph Hutchins, Geo. B. R. Gove, Oliver 
joss, Thomas Davis, Timothy Hubbard, 
John Bates, Charles Bulkley, Augustus 
Bradford, John Hurlbut, Alden Clark, 
Isaac Freeman. Amasa Brown. Jeduthan 
Loomis, Stuart Uoynton, Willis I. Cad- 
well. Abel Wilson, Phineas Woqdbuiy, 
Thomas Keed, Sylvester Day, Nathan Jew- 

" E. D. Persons, Samuel Prentiss, jun., 



M. B. Billings, Jonathan Shepherd, Eras- 
tus Watrous, Silas Burbank, Cyrus Ware, 
Roger Hubbard, Joseph Freeman, Edward 
Lamb, Nahum Kelion, Larned Lamb, C. 
W. Houghton, Josiah Parks, Sylvanua 
Baldwin, Joseph Wiggins, AbnerH, Pow- 
ers, Abel Crooker, Ebene/er Morse, Enoch 
Cheney, Mason Johnson, Samuel Goss, 
David Edwards, Oliver Dewey, John Hunt, 
Ichabod Peck, Darius Boyden, Levi Pit- 
kin, £. Lewis, Hers. Kstabrooks, T. Gay- 
lord. Jude Converse, Theop, Pickering, 
Archibald Kidd, Joseph Ray, Paul Knapp, 
Hetuy Howes, Samuel West, D. Edwards, 
)un., Jonathan Edwards, Aaron Bass, 
Charles H.imlin, William Hamlin, Timo- 
thy Hatch, Solomon Lewis, Elijah Tyler, 
John Howes, Joshua Y. Vail. J. H. Lang- 
don, S. W. Cobb, Ebenezer Parker. 

April 27th, this Society held its first 
meeting, and chose Samuel Goss to eon- 
tract with a clergyman. June 24lh, the 
Society voted to employ Rev. Chester 
Wright. (See sketch.) 

The original members of the Church, or- 
ganized July the 30th, were : 

Amasa Brown. Svlvanus Baldwin, An- 
drew Dodge, HeralduK Estabrooks. Sam- 
uel Goss, Timothy Hatch, Joseph Howes, 
Solomon Lewis, Sibyl Brown, Bachsheba 
Burbank, Lydia Davis, Susannah Lewis, 
Lydia Hatch, Polly Barker. Patty Howes, 
Rebeckah Persons, Sarah Wiggins. 

Jielalion of Church and Society. — The 
Society owns and has care of the house. 
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by mutual understanding inth the Church, 
provides for and pays the salary of the pas- 
tor, and all funds needful for public wor- 
ship. When the pulpit is vacant, the 
Church may af^xnnt a committee to act 
with a committee of the Society, if they 
choose, or leave it to the committee of the 
Society to secure a supply. In the settle- 
ment ot a pastor, the Church take the first 
step in voting a call ; after which the So- 
ciety are asked to concur with the action 
of the Churdi, and a call is given by joint 
action. The annual meeting of the Socie- 
ty Is on the last Monday of December. 

At the first communion after, 12 persons 
more were added to the Church, and Aug. 
i6th, the day of Mr. Wright^s ordination, 
15 chfldren were baptized. In the 3 years 
subsequent to 181 2, 50 persons united with 
the Church; from 1816 to 1820, 142; in 
1827, more than 70. In 1850, the last of 
Mf. Wrig^t^s pastorate, the Church was 
almost daily enlarging. 

REV. CHESTER WRIGHT. 

P ^qw u re d , by prnticular request, for this work, bjr his 
grandaoo, Rer. J. Edwakd Wkight. 

Thompson, in his History of Montpelier, 
havug drawn a dark picture of the low 
moral state into which the town had lapsed 
at the beginning of the present century, 
refers to the action of a large portion of the 
better class of the people who desired a 
reformation, which resulted in the engage- 
ment of a minister and the organization of 
a church, firom which time a marked im- 
provement was seen, and ** the village of 
Montpelier, redeemed and regenerated 
through the blest instrumentalities of the 
affectionate and untiring labors of the 
devoted, self-sacrificing and high-souled 
Father Wright, at length took its stand 
among the most moral and orderly com- 
munities in the State.** Perhaps the wri- 
ter's enthusiastic admiration led him in- 
to exaggeration in ascribing so great a re- 
sult to the efibrts of one man ; but, with 
all due allowance made, Mr. Wright must 
certainly be ranked among the very first 
and worthiest of Montpelier's moral bene- 
factors. He ^iv-as the first pastor of its 
Congregational Church, and here his min- 
istry continued for more than twenty years. 



For a large part of that period he was the 
only pastor in the town. It was his first 
setdement. It was at a time when the 
preacher spoke with an official authority 
which he does not command to-day. And 
the town itself was then " in the gristle,'^ 
as it were. Thus it was the very time for 
moral and religfoos suasions to idl. His 
fiuthfiil work did ten ; and many have there 
been who would qrmpathize widi tiie his- 
torian^i enthusiasm for his sabject, even 
if they could not folly endorse all his lan- 
guage. *' Even to this day," said the Rev. 
W. H. Lord, D. D., in the pulpit which 
Mr. Wright once occajned, and eighteen 
years after his decease, '* the living power 
of his ministry is seen and felt in all this 
communit>% and his memory is kept in the 
hearts of many, fresh and sacred — fiagrant 
and perfomed with the savor of a deep, 
deathless devotion to the cause of his Mas- 
ter. The church, nay, the village of Mont- 
pelier, is indebted to him, under God, for 
many of those principles and sentiments, 
and generous, hospitable, social traits, and 
kind brotherly feelings, which have dis- 
tingubhed its societ}'. Underneath all the 
frivolides and conventionalides of h&r mod- 
em life, there is a strong blessed under- 
current of human s>'mpathies, and effect- 
ive feelings of social interest and life, 
which have their source in the influence 
of his ministry." 

The man from whose labors such grand 
results flowed, was bom in Hanover, N. 
H., Nov. 6, 1776. He was the son of Na- 
thaniel and Jemima (Bartlett) Wright, and 
the fourth of their eight children. 

His father was a farmer, one of the first 
settlers of Hanover, an estimable man, 
and a deacon of the Congregational church. 
Hb mother, a woman of deep piety, died 
when he was 8 years old, and his father 
subsequently married Mar}' Page, by whom 
he had three children. In 1815, two years 
after her death, he ^-as united to Mrs. 
Martha Conant May. 

The subject of this sketch passed his 
youth on the farm, and intended to foUow 
his father's occupation. He bought a 
farm in Berkshire, Vt., on attaining his 
majority,. but before working long on it 
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was led to consider the claims of the 
Christian ministry, and to change his en- 
tire plan of life. He began the necessary 
course of classical study, finished it, and 
entered Middlebury College in 1803. He 
supported himself diuing his preparatory 
work and his college course partly by 
teaching, and graduated, having maintain- 
ed a &ir. standing, in 1806, being then 30 
years of age. For 2 years he was the pre- 
ceptor of the Addison County Grammar 
School, and then he began the study of 
theology with the Rev. Asa Burton, D. D., 
of Thetford, Vt. Later, his studies were 
directed by the Rev. Timothy Dwight, 
D. D., of New Haven, Conn., and he was 
licensed to preach in 1808. In June of 
that year his services were engaged by the 
newly formed Congregational society in 
Montpelier, and after 12 months he was 
invited to settle as their pastor, at a salary 
of "$350 for the first year, $3^5 for the sec- 
ond, ^400, together with the use of a con- 
venient parsonage, annually, after the 
second year." His ordination took place 
Aug. 16, 1809 ; sermon by the Rev. Asa 
Burton, D. D., of Thetford ; charge by the 
Rev. Stephen Fuller, of Vershire, and right 
hand of fellowship by the Rev. Calvin 
Noble, of Chelsea. His labor in this 
place having continued more than a score 
of years, he was dismissed Dec. 22, 1830 
— a step which seemed inevitable to the 
council which consented to it, in view of 
the withdrawal of support by members who 
were offended by Mr. Wrighf s course in 
regard to Free Masonry. 

The early years of his ministry were 
very fruitful to the church and the com- 
munity generally. *' The church received 
additions at almost every communion till 
the time of my ordination," he says. 
The band of seventeen who were consti- 
tuted a church, July 20, 1808, became 
seventy by the fall of 1810. **In two 
short years, the testimony is universal," 
says the Rev. Dr. Lord, ** a great change 

passed over the society In 

£eimily after femUy, the worship of the true 
Jehovah was established, and morning and 
evening sacrifice was regularly offered in the 
name of Jesus. Men of unbelieving and 



skeptical sentiments became impressed and 
sobered. Young men of dissipated habits 
became industrious and devout. The 
streets no longer echoed with ribaldry and 
profiuieness; social life and intercourse 
were greatiy refined and improved; . . . 
and it seemed as if the placid and benefi- 
cent spirit of Christianity had descended to 
hover over and to dwell in a place once so 
troubled and distracted." 

In the 4 years, from 1816 to 1820, 142 
persons were received into the church. 
Indeed, **at no time in the history of Mr. 
Wright's ministry^ was there any remark- 
able moral sterility. The influences of 
divine grace and truth were steady and 
effective. * The special times of religious 
interest were not followed by drought and 
reaction." And the records show that 428 
persons wereVelcomed to the fellowship 
of the organization during Mr. Wright's 
pastorate. 

His labors were not limited to his own 
flock, nor confined within the boundaries 
of his own parish. His missionary activ- 
ity was very great, and wherever oppor- 
tunity offered, he held religious meetings 
to the limit of his strength, whether in 
churches, dwellings, school-houses, or 
barns. He was a leader in the councils of 
his denomination in the State, and was 
often sent as a delegate to ecclesiastical 
gatherings beyond its borders. 

Theologically, he was conservative. 
•* New lights " in religious doctrine were 
to him &lse lights. But he was in advance 
of most of his associates in reformatory 
work. Very early did he enlist against in- 
temperance, endeavoring to stem the evil 
tide. The cause of the slave readily won 
his sympathy and his advocacy. The ed- 
ucation of the young commanded much of 
his thought ; the great Anti-Masonic con- 
troversy aroused his interest. And in all 
these matters he '* conferred not with flesh 
and blood " as to the course to pursue. 
He closed his ears against the suggestion 
of prudential considerations. He only 
asked, "What is right? What is the 
path of duty ? " and, when conscience gave 
answer, heeded her voice alone. He may 
have erred ; if so, his was not the error of 
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a cool tinie-wrver and trinuDcr, « shrewd 
calculator for Mif; it was the error oC one 
whose whole being thrilled with devotioa 
to God and nun. of one whose excess was 
ever on the side of consdeutiousness and 
philanthropy. 

As Mr. Wnght had, during his pastorate 
in Montpelier, eked out his small salary by 
occasionally acting as a tutor, so, after his 
dismissal, he had for some time charge (A 
the instmctioii of a class of boys at his 
bouse, preaching meanwhile, as opportu- 
nit>- offered, in churches readily accessi- 
ble from this %-illagc. He was r^:ulariy 
engaged for quite a while to fill the pulpit 
in East Montpelier. 

In 1836, he was settled in Hardwick, in 
this State, remaining there till eariy in 
1840, when failing health led him to rctuni 
to Montpelier, where he dieN of consump- 
tion, Apr. 16, at his former residence, then 
occupied by bb daughter, Mrs. J. W. 
Howes. Hb body was placed in the 
graveyard on Elm street, but on the open- 
ing iri* Green Mount Cemetery, it was re- 
moved thither. 

His widow, MM Charlotte Clapp\Miitney, 
of Royalton, survived him 19 years. They 
were married in April, 1811, and had 6 
children, fo(irof whom lived to maturity, 
and were married — Jonathan Edwards. 
marriedFanny Wyman Houghtoo, of .Mont- 
pelier ; Charlotte Whitney, married James 
H. Howe, of Troy, N. Y. ; Julia, nuuried 
Joseph W. Howes, of Montpelier ; and 
Eliia Maria, married Fenand F. Merrill, 
of Montpelier. Of these four children, 
only Mrs- Howes survives at the present 
date. Descendants of all the others are 
living, howei-er. 

Although .Mr. Wright's literary training 
began late, be was a man of no mean at- 
tainments as a scholar, and held high rank 
among his contemporaries. He was rec- 
ognized as possessing a sound judgment, 
and his counsel and advice were often 
sought. 

He was from 1S19 uU hb decease a 
member of the corporation of Middleburi- 
College- While engaged in teaching, he 
publbhed an arithmetic entitled, "The 
Federal Compendium:" and at various 



times quite a number of hb s^mons were 
printed ; not only obituary ducourses, but 
also others — as an " Election Sennon'' in 
1810, a sermon before the Middlebury 
CoUege Charitable Sodet)- in 1814, and in 
the latter part of his life, two sermons, 
which he entitled, "The Devil in the 
Nineteenth Century," and which were 
called forth by certain extravagances com- 
mitted, under the name of religion, in 
Hardwick. [The ** New Lights," see ac- 
count of in vol 1, page 319. of thb work. — 
Ed.] 

In person. Mr. Wright was imder tbe 
average height, of slight figure, with keen 
brown eyes. Though described as "ap- 
parendy deficient in phj-sical powos," be 
was quick in all bis movements, vigorous 
and energetic in action, and intrepid in 
the face of danger. Pre-eminent as a 
pastor, be was persua^ve and successfiil 
as a preachv, a leader among philanthro- 
pbts, stainless in private life, and ever 
alive to the material, as well as the spirit- 
ual, interests of the people whose ser\-ant 
he made himself "for Jesus' sake.~ 

J, E. w. 

After the close of Mr. Wrighfs minbtr}- 
there was an interval of 9 months before 
the church n-as supplied with another 
pastor, and when Mr. Hopkins' 3J succeed- 
ing j-cars" pastorate closed. Rev. Mr. 
Burchard, the noted revivalbt, look the 
t-acanl pulpit for a 40 daj-s' prouacted 
meeting, of which, saj-s the Rev. Dr. 
Lord, in hb fiftieth anniversary sermon, 
"Good was accomplished at a tremendous 

cost Of course, after such an 

exciting preacher, the church found it diffi- 
cult to setde down Co the regular ministra- 
tions of the word, or to find a ^tor who 
would unite their suffrages. For a j"ear 
iherealter. the soctetj- was afflicted with 17 
candidates, a sufficient number to hare 
furnished a half doien superior mimsters." 

At length a call was given to Rev. Buel 
W. Smith, who accepted il, and labored 
here 4 years, as long as his health would 

-Mr. Gridley was pastor for the next 5 
years, during which the only important 
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event was the dismissal of several members 

to the Episcopal church, of which says Mr. 

Lord: 

Including one, for a lon^ time a £uthful 
and efficient co-labore;^ with us, a super- 
intendent of the Sunday-school, and the 
not infrequent la^ reader of sermons to 
^is congregagation ; a gentleman of edu- 
cation and piety, who became the first 
rector of that church in this village. It is 
not inappropriate to say that while we 
greet the success and prosperity of that 
society, and rejoice in its present health- 
ful activity and enlargement, and recog- 
nize it, in its methods and ways, as an ef- 
ficient afi;ent of Christ^s Kingdom, we 
take pecmiar satisfaction and pleasure in 
the remembrance that manv of the prin- 
ciples and persons, which have given to 
it such animation and efficiency, were be- 

§otten and nurtured under the shadow of 
lese walls. And it is almost with a ma- 
ternal sentiment that we contemplate its 
origin, while with fraternal salutation we 
bid it to-day God speed in the work in 
which we are united, of raising this whole 
community to the level of the Gospel. 

Mr. Lord succeeded to Rev. Mr. Grid- 
ley in the pastorate, of which he says : 

I have already, on a former occasion, 
adverted to the records of mv own min- 
istry among you ; yet still, the occasion 
would seem to require some notice of its 
events. I came here in a time of division 
and controversy. With the dreams of 
youth and inexperience, I entered upon 
the hard toil of the minbtr)-, in a disunited 
church, divided not in principle, not in 
vital sentiment, but in local policy and 
about persons. The records of the church 
from tnat day to this are not mere statis- 
tics and notes and catalogues to me, but a 
life, a labor, a struggle, mil of fears and 
apprehensions, and encouragements, and 

i'oys and hopes. I will only say that God 
las blessed an unworthy and feeble min- 
istry, and thank Him for the vast mercies 
that have followed the course of our rela- 
tionship. The short period of ii years 
has been filled with changes. I preach in 
the same house, but not to the same audi- 
ence that listened to my first sermon. 
There have been 80 removals and 63 deaths 
in the society ; in the church, 70 dismis- 
sions and 43 deaths since I began my work 
with you, a considerable increase in the 
society and 80 baptisms. 

The admissions during Mr. Wright^s 
pastorate, 428 ; during that of Mr. Hop- 
kins, 48 ; that of Rev. Buel W. Smith, 137 ; 
that of Mr. Gridley, 21 ; and of Rev. Mr. 
Lord, 139, to 1876, when the Manual of 



Bethany Church was published, which in- 
cluded his pastorate, less the last year ; 
making to that date, 1,126 received to 
membership. 

Deacons, — The deacons given in thb 
Manual who have served the church to 1876 
are^— Sylvanus Baldwin, George Worthing- 
ton, Salvin Collins, Alfired Pitkin, £. P. 
Walton, William Howes, Jeduthan Loom- 
is, John Wood, Norman Rublee, Constant 
W. Storrs, F. F. Merrill, E. P. Walton, 
Jr., N. P. Brooks, John A. Page, and 
Joseph Poland. 

Church Clerks, — Samuel Goss, 1808; 
Rev. Chester Wright, 1809 to '30 ; James 
Sfkalding, 1831 ; Jeduthan Loomis, 1832; 
Rev. Samuel Hopkins, 1832 to '35 ; Jedu- 
than Loomis, 1S35 ) ^^v. Buel W. Smith, 
1837, ^38 ; Lyman Briggs, 1840, ^41 ; Rev. 
John Gridley, 1842 to ^46; Gustavus H. 
Loomb, 1846, '47 ; Rev. W. H. Lord, D.D., 
1848 to '75 ; Mahlon C. Kinson, 1876 to 
'79; Rev. C. S. Smith, 1880. 

This church is Congregational in polity 
and affiliation, and heartily receives the 
doctrine and order of Christianity as they 
are stated, for substance, in the declara- 
tion of faith and order made by the Boston 
Council of the Congregational Churches of 
the United States in 1865, and adopted by 
the General Convention of Ministers and 
Churches of Vermont in 1874. 

Resuming our extracts from Mr. Lord's 

sermon : 

This church can now give her invitations 
with more earnestness and force than ever 
before. She has a history of 50 years ; she 
has tested the virtue of her everlasting 
foundations ; she has a roll of 924 members, 
of whom 364 are to-day in her earthly com- 
munion, and nearly 300 gone home to that 
happy harbor, 

^ Whoae Rardens and whose goodly walks 
Coiiuuually are ipreen.** 

The celestial spirit of peace has never 
long been absent from this society ; joy 
and peace have been the rule. I seem to 
hear the voice of her many choirs, all 
blending this day in grand unison to the 
glor^' of God. I seem to catch some 
strains of the strange melody of all her 
singers and instruments of music. I listen 
to the solemn dirge for her dead, the sober 
grief of her fimeral orations, the sobs of 
her mourners, the songs of her redeemed. 
Again, in long circles of young men and 
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maidens, of strong men and furrowed age, 
her thousand witnesses for Christ seem to 
collect, and stand before her altar and re- 
peat her solemn consecration, and sit 
around the hallowed emblems of her Sav- 
ior's death. Again, I hear their conclud- 
ing triumphant acclaim, the sublime dox- 
ok>gy to the Triune Jehovah, not one voice 
wanting in that imagined song. Again, I 
seem to bear the words of pratyer and invi* 
tation, and the voices long or latdy hushed 
in death, that used to break the stillness 
of her conference. 

And as the imagination goes into the 
past, to awake into life its histoiy, and to 
kindle its scenes, so does it project itself 
onward, fifty, an hundred years. Then 
another voice than mine shajl address an- 
other audience than this, on the centennial 
birthday of the church. Two or three 
that joined it at the last communion may 
hear the discourse. The rest shall have 
fidlen asleep. Another organ shall respond 
to the fingers of another player ; another 
dioir shafi chant the same sublime psalm 
and hymns ; these places left of us shall be 
filled with many more. Eternity will be 
our residence. May its centennial cycle 
find us all, if removed from earth, in that 
City which hath foundations, whose Build- 
er and Maker is God. 

REV. WILLIAM HAYES LORD, D. D. 
BT PBX8. BUCXHAM, OP TBB TT. UBIVaBBITT. 

From an Address read before the Vt, His- 
torical SocUty, Oct. 14. 1878. 

William H. Lord was the son of Rev. 
Nathan Lord, President of Dartmouth from 
1828, 35 years. William Lord was thus 
brought at four years old into the midst 
of a college circle, and brought up under 
the strong influences of that remarka- 
ble man from whom he inherited some 
of his most characteristic and pronounced 
opinions . He entered his collegiate course 
in his sixteenth year, ranked well in all 
his studies, excelling in language and 
literature, was a Phi Beta Kafpa, de- 
livered the Greek poem 2Ct Commencement ; 
graduated (1846) at Andover; but was not 
a subtle logician. He could state an opin- 
ion with clearness and force, and present 
it with luminous illustration and persuasive 
appeal, better than he could nudntain it in 
the lists against all comers. Shortly after 
finishing his studies, he began to preach 
in Montpelier. He was emphatically a 
preacher ; his diction choice and elegant. 



He abhorred **stump sermons^and^'stump 
prayers.^ One of the incidental benefits of 
attending his ministry was an education in 
good English. His delivery was {^easing, 
dignified, with little gteture. That was true 
in his case, affirmed of almost all oratorsv 
the spoken word often produced an effect 
whkh the mere reader cannot acooiuit for. 
His preaching was no iteration of conunon- 
place ideas. Christ, as he conceived and 
preached him, was not the mere leader ol 
a system of truth whidi could be staled in 
propositions and, soon exhausted, but the 
source and channel of a new life which 
flows in upon our old, sin-wasted human- 
ity, reviving, stimulating, glorifying every 
part of it. The distinguishing merit oi 
his preaching was a rare and happy com- 
bination of the intensely evangelical with 
the broadly human spirit. Those liho 
think only through their feelings, were 
melted by its tenderness. He received 
pressing calls firom larger places. After 
refusing one, he said to his congr^;at]on« 
** I love to dwell among my own people ; 
but for this sentiment, perhaps principle, 
I might have gone a half score of times. 
. . . I do not easily change my pboe 
or opinions. I will not say that I have 
not been tempted, or that I should not 
have found satis£u:tion in other places that 
might have been mine ; but I have pre- 
ferred to dwell among my own peo]^." 

It would not be correct to infer an un- 
interrupted smoothness! There were oc- 
casions of difference, elements of discord« 
irritation on the part of some of his peo- 
ple, disgust upon his part, such as would 
have sundered any pastoral relation less 
firmly cemented. His opinions — the 
strongly conservative opinions of his fiidicr 
on slavery and the relation of die churdi 
to social reform — were distasteful to a por- 
tion of his congregation. He did not mix 
them up in preaching the Gospel, but what 
he believed, he believed firmly, and he 
was not a man to trim his creed to the 
passing gale. Some of these questions 
are now, thank God, obsolete, and it be- 
longs only to his biographer to insist upon 
the hold he must have had upon the af- 
fections of his people, that amid all the 
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trials and excitements of the times, no one, 
or but few at most, ever thought of part- 
ing with their admired or beloved pastor, 
or would have changed him for the most 
trenchant reformer in the nation. 

Dr. Lord^s pulpit was inMontpelier,but 
through the members of the Legislature 
and others whose duties brought them to 
the Capital, he reached a large number of 
the leading men of the State. He was at 
the time of his death the best known of 
any minister in the State, and the most 
widely known out of the State. His pres- 
ence at councils, his services on public oc- 
casions, were highly appreciated. In 1867, 
his Alma Mater conferred on him the de- 
gree of Doctor of Divinity. He did much 
editorial work during his last years for the 
Vermont Chronicle; his articles in the 
Princeton Review^ elaborated with more 
care probably than anything else from his 
pen, it would be difficult to match for bril- 
liancy of literary execution in any Amer- 
ican magazine. 

But how shall I speak of him as a friend ? 
One of the most remarkable things about 
him was his capacity for friendship. His 
friends were from all classes of society ; 
from all religious denominations ; from all 
vocations ; but all were the select men of 
their class. One who for many years en- 
joyed the closest intimacy with him, and 
whom, among all his friends, I think Mr. 
Lord would himself have chosen to speak 
of him on this point. Rev. Frederick W. 
Shelton, Episcopal clergyman, writes of 
him: 

He was the anima dimidium meet — he 
was the half of my soul. Open-hearted, 
open-handed, liberal as the day, nothing 
sordid or narrow-minded entered into the 
texture of his soul. To know a man as I 
knew him, is in most cases to dissolve the 
charm of companionship, yet, I can say of 
him, he was one of whom I never wearied, 
whose conversation was always fresh, fruit- 
ful, suggestive. He grew in my estima- 
tion, and perpetually became, a stronger 
man. An intercourse of 12 years was 
broken never by the slightest coldness or 
doubtful act on his part, and I do declare 
that I could never find in him or with him 
any &ult at all. 

If these seem almost romantic expres- 
sions of attachment between man and man, 



I venture they would be endorsed by East- 
man, if alive, Gregory Smith, Stewart, 
Phelps, and a long list of men in whom he 
inspired a love for himself like that of Jon- 
athan for David. 

But in 1868, his system begun to show 
signs of breaking down. He took a trip 
to Europe, and partly recovered. He in- 
tensely enjoyed it, but far from his family, 
Bethany church, the hope of a life-time, 
taking shape in stone and mortar, he could 
not wait full recovery ; took a run through 
Europe, and hastened home; preached 
with wonted vigor ; saw Bethany church 
completed — fit memorial, though he knew 
it not, of his own service for Him in whose 
honor it was built. He continued for 8 
years more to preach to his people ; never, 
they say, with such solemnity and power 
as these last years, while to the eyes of 
his friends, visibly breaking down ; not so 
much ageing — his mental powers showed 
no signs of decay — as giving way to some 
hidden destroyer. A terrible calamity, re- 
sulting in the death of a little daughter, 
[see accidental deaths, page 332,] was more 
than his constitution, undermined, could 
bear. He died, in his 54th year, the 30th 
of his pastorate. Mar. 18, 1877. 

[For a list of Mr. Lord's publications, 
see Bibliography of Montpelier, on page 
316, and a notice of him as a benefactor 
and President of the Vermont Historical 
Society.] 

Rev. Mr. Lord married, at Andover, 
Mass. , June i , 1848, Harriet Adams Aiken, 
daughter of John Aiken, Esq. Mrs. Lord 
was born in Manchester, Vt. They had 
6 children, all bom in Montpelier. The 
&mily of Dr. Lord, now living, are — Mrs. 
Lord, tarrying with her aged and infirm 
mother in Andover, Mass. ; William A., a 
lawyer in Montpelier; Mary E., wife of 
William R. Burleigh, Esq., resides at 
Great Falls, N. H.; Sarah A., wife of 
Rev. M. D. Kneeland, resides at Water- 
loo, N. Y. ; Jane A., wife of George W. 
Sargent, M. D., resides at Skaneateles, 
N. Y. ; Charles H., student at Great Falls, 
N. H. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL RECORD. 
FBOM MB. JoSXm W. HOWBSi 

Letter of Mr. Howes to Mr. Poland. 

Montreal, Jan. 7, 1862. 
Dear Sir: — In complyiiu| with your re- 
quest for statistics of your Sabbath-school, 
I have been ouite at loss to know what you 
most desired. Were I to give you the 
many interesting £!u:ts and incidents con- 
nected with a superintendency of some 12 
years, as a teacher of 5 years, and mj 
childhood and early youdi as a scholar, it 
would require more time than you could 
devote to read or listen to. Nor could 
these £acts be of deep interest to the ma- 
jority of the present school. I have, rather, 
selected some facts connected with its 
earliest history, which are quite meagre, 
and some general items to a later date, 
from which you can select such as you 
deem desirable. It may not be uninter- 
esting to your church to know to whom 
they are indebted for such labors of love 
as performed by the teachers of the Brick 
Church Sunday-school, manv of whom are 
now reaping the reward of tnose labors in 
that land where their works do follow 
them. 

From an Address to the Brick Church 
Sunday School^ Jan. i, 1S43. 

The first effort made in this place for 
the religious instruction of the youth and 
children, was by the first pastor, probably 
in the summer of 1808. The first meetings 
were held in the hall of the first Academy, 
built on Main street, on Saturday after- 
noons. The lessons was the Assembly's 
Catechism. Questions were proposed by 
the pastor, who was the only teacher, and 
the answers repeated by the scholars, and 
full explanations of the answers. It is 
said such proficiency was made by many, 
they were able to repeat all the answers 
and comprehend their meaning. The few 
who at first gave attendance, soon had the 
pleasure of seeing with them most of the 
youth connected with families of the 
church. How long this plan was pursued, 
is not certain. Nothing more definite b 
known until 18 13, when the pastor was ac- 
customed to meet persons of all ages Sun- 
day, at 5 o'clock, P. M., in Jefferson Hall, 
one of the large rooms in the first State 
House, used for holding the county and 
other courts and for religious meetings. 
The Bible was the subject of study, sub- 



jects proposed and answered firom Scrip- 
ture. 

In 18 16, three Sabbath-sdiools were or- 
ganized in the village, conducted by teach- 
ers under a supervisory committee. One 
was held in die scho<^-bocise, near where 
the Methodist chapel now stands, con- 
ducted by Deacon Worthington, Dr. J. 
Crosby and Joseph Howes ; another in the 
Academy, conducted by Messis. Walton, 
Goss and others ; a third, in the dandng- 
hall of the hotel, kept by Mrs. Hutchins, 
and afterwards by Jona. Shephard, con- 
ducted by Deacon Baldwin, J. Barnard, 
and, I think, H.Y. Barnes. These schools, 
held in the morning of the Sabbath, at 
their close would march with their leach- 
'ers to the State House, to attend the meet- 
ing there. They were discontinued in the 
winter. 

In 1817, there was an increased interest 
in the Sabbath-school, a revival having 
called many into the church and schools 
who were of efficient aid. Each sdiolar, 
for every ten verses recited widiout mis- 
take, received a small blue ticket, with 
printed verse of Scripture, value one mill ; 
ten of the blue were exchanged for a red 
one, value one cent. Some learned so 
many verses, there was not time to hear 
them all. At close of the summer term 
this year there was a public examination of 
all the schools in the old State House, 
conducted by the pastor, when each class 
recited some passage of Scripture or a 
hymn, and the red tickets were all paid for 
in books. 

In the summer of 1 8 19, schools and (daces 
were the same, except the third, which 
was removed to the building once stand- 
ing opposite the Brick Church, conducted 
by H. Y. Barnes, Daniel Baldwin and J. 
Barnard. In this school one or two schol- 
ars committed from three to six hundred 
verses every week. The teachers we?e 
surprised how this was done, as they had 
to labor through the week. •• They car- 
ried their Bibles into the field with them, 
and learned while they worked .'^ A school 
was held a short time in the school-house 
near the late Samuel Abbott^s ; Supt. not 
remembered. 
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While the schools were well sustained 
in the village, a number of young men 
organized schools in the adjacent districts ; 
one in the school-house near Mr. Warren^s, 
in Middlesex ; another, in the then Brooks 
district ; one in the (old) center of the 
town. 

In 1820, a church was completed, and 
here the different schools met, under the 
supervision of a committee. 

In 1821 or % through the influence of a 
Mr. Osgood, of Montreal, whose life was 
devoted to doing good, the first library 
was obtained, and a Sunday-school so- 
ciety formed. Rev. C. Wright, president ; 
Joseph Howes, librarian ; with a board of 
managers, and the school ^'as held after 
the afternoon service, and from this time 
the school was continued through the win- 
ter. The first library, after being well 
read, was presented to the Sabbath-school 
in Worcester, and a new one purchased. 

Of the next 5 years little can be said. It 
was a season of great declension in religion. 
Nov. 1826, Rev. J. C. Southmayd was 
chosen superintendent, and Jos. Howes, 
librarian. Mr. Southmayd was the first 
superintendent of the school, and this the 
first record of anything concerning this 
school to be found upon the records of 
this church. 

About this time a precious revival of 
religion commenced in this place, and 
continued through the autumn and winter, 
which gave a new impulse to the school, 
and many who had before left at the ages 
of 12 and 14, with the impression they 
were too old to attend, returned, desiring 
to learn the way of God more perfectly. 
Nor were there wanting those ready to 
engage earnestly in the good work of 
teaching. Eternity alone can reveal the 
blessed results of that revival upon this 
school, this church and this community. 

In 1827, there were 25 teachers ; 24 in 
1838. There was a Bible class for adults, 
held a short time by the pastor and super- 
intendent on Sabbath evenings, embracing 
a large number of the congregation ; sub- 
ject, the Epistle of Paul to the Romans. 

The earliest record of teachers and 



scholars I hav« seen is dated 1831, and 
were: William Howes, C. W. Storrs, 
Edward Taplin, Abial P. Atherton, E. P. 
Walton, Norman Rublee, Samuel Goss, 
J. W. Howes, J. S. Walton, C. L. Knapp, 
John Wood, N. D. Dewey, Misses South- 
mayd, M. A.Washburn, Samantha Wash- 
bum, Harriet H. Washburn, R. Emily 
Washburn, Emily Bradshaw, Sophia Wat- 

rous, Scoville, A. Howes, Frances 

Hand, Rebecca Hunt, Harriet Walton, 
Eliza Kimball. 

April, 1832, Gen. E. P. Walton, super- 
intendent ; the school roll, 170 ; teachers, 
24. An in£ant class was formed. Miss 
Eliza Kimball, (Mrs. Field,) teacher, 
which met at the same hour of the school 
in the vestry. 

The first regular teachers' meetings 
commenced this year, through the instru- 
mentality of an excellent young man at- 
tending our Academy, from Royalton, 
N. Wright Dewey, who many years since 
went to his reward. 

This year, or about this time, the monthly 
concert, which has since been so regularly 
observed, was established. From this 
time to 1836, no record of the school is to 
be found ; but it is the impression it was 
well sustained. 1836, Gen. Walton was 
superintendent; Samuel Goss andj. W. 
Howes, assistants. Owing to the ill 
health of Mr. Walton and the resignation 
of Mr. Goss, the duty devolved upon Mr. 
Howes. 

1837, the teachers were : A. S. Pitkin, 
Charles Spalding, Geo. P. Walton, Fran- 
cis Stebbins, E. P. Walton, Jr., J. W. 
Howes, Mrs. B. W. Smith, Mrs. Oakes, 

Misses Harriet Wilder, Atherton, 

Lucy Nye, Frances Penan, Eunice Vail, 
Augusta Merrill, Eliza Spalding. Mr. Pit- 
kin and Geo. P. Walton, not living. There 
was an average attendance of 100 scholars, 
and efforts were made to increase the num- 
ber. Every family was vbited, parents be- 
came interested, and 2 or 3 Bible classes 
formed, one of' them being taught by the 
pastor. Rev. B. W. Smith, who ever took 
a lively interest in the school. The re- 
ports of those who visited at this time were 
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very interesting. Many of the scholars 
were enjoying the Way of Life. 

1838, G. B. Mansur was appointed as- 
sistant superintendent, which office he held 
while connected with this church, as well 
as teacher. It was ascertained during the 
II previous 3rears, 75 members of the 
school had united with the church, four of 
them young men, preparing for the min- 
istry. The school resolved to educate a 
young lad in Ceylon, for which to pay $20 
per annum for 5 years, which was done. 
22 united with the church this year by 
profession, 10 being' members of the 
school. 

1839, the total number of scholars was 
205; average, 120; conversions, 9: teach- 
ers, 25. 1840, total number of scholars, 
175 ; average, 1 14 ; teachers, 23 ; no con- 
versions. 1841, teachers, G. H. Loomis, 
Jos. Prentiss, G. W. Scott, B. F. Goss, 
B. B. Dimmock, G. B. Mansur, Misses 
Harriet Hunt, Mary Vail, Fanny Water- 
man, Mary Smith, Harriet Doty, Mrs. 
Ellas Hall, Misses Charity Loomis, £m- 
eline Lewis, Nancy Perry, A. Phinney, 
Eliza M. Wright, Fanny Lewis, Sophia Wil- 
liams, Redfield, Eliza Harvey ; schol- 
ars, 204; average attendance, 118; 6 con- 
versions. 1842, total number of scholars, 
219; average, 129; conversions, 7. 1843 
to ^48, most of the time attendance good. 
Numbers of our most promising youth de- 
ceased, most having pleasing evidence 
they had entered into that rest that re- 
maineth. 1843, teachers, Francis C. Keith, 
Jos. Pitkin, Mrs. Isaac Worcester, Misses 
R. Burton, M. Camp, Mr. J. H. Morse; 
1844, Misses Rebecca Loomis, Eliza B. 
Rublee, Mr. Ralph Kilboum, C. W. Bad- 
ger, John Barker, Misses Harriet Bowen, 
Clarissa Qark, Mr. Wm. Storrs. Messrs. 
Morse, Kilboume, Barker, and Miss Clark, ' 
have died. ! 

1848, Mr. Merrill was appointed super- \ 
intendent, which office he held until 1851. 
[I am not quite sure of this ; it is possible 
that Dea. Storrs officiated a part of this 
time.] 

1 85 1, resuming the superintendency, I 
found the school in a prosperous condi- 
didon — 230 scholars, the largest number ' 



ever known, with 31 teachers. The spirit 
that searcheth hearts was in our midst. 
Numbers listened, attracted to follow the 
heavenly voice. My connection with die 
school ceased in May of this fruitful 3rear. 
SuHdaySckoolSuperintendenis. — Mr. J. 
W. Howes was succeeded by Mr. F. F. 
Merrill, whose last year was 1858 ; Joseph 
Poland served in 1859, ^^« ^^i \ Chas. W. 
Willard, 1862; H. D. Hopkins, 1863, 
1871, inclusive; D. G. Kemp, 1872, '73, 
'74 ; A. G. Stone, 1875, '7^ \ Hiram Carl- 
ton, 1877 to the present time. 

THE DEDICATION OF BETHANY CHURCH, 
OCT. 15, 1868. 

Exercises : — Orzan Voluntary ; Invocation, 
/^n/. IV, S. tiazen ; Scripture, /^fv. E. 
/. Carpenter \ Anthem; -Prayer, Rev, y, 
Copeland, 

DEDICATION HYMN. 
BT EXT. jOHir Knro lord, BrotMer pf tk» Fiutor. 

Wben QOD ttie primal llgbt nntealed. 
And boand to iirfierai lu golden Imlts, 

Throogli aU ib» flowfnir vault there pealed 
TiM choms of tbe morning stan. 

When Christ was bom, those notes again 
Bang throogb the sappbire-cprlnkled apaee; 

Jndea*8 hlll-sldet ean^t the strain. 
And earth gare to Hearen the praise. 

And when the promised age of gold 
Sees (klrer lands and brighter skies 

Spring ftom the mlns of the okL, 
8UU londer shall the anthem rise. 

Meanwhile, along these walls where now 

Onr first glad saeriflee we bring, 
That song tiiall echo Ull we bow 

To sing with angels near the Knro. 

SERMON. 

BT BKV. W. H. LORD, D. D^ PlUi^, 

** I will not give sleep to mine eyes, nor 
slumber to mine eyelids, until I find out a 
place for the Lord, an habitation for the 
mighty God of Jacob." — Psalm 132 : 4, 5. 

This is Solomon's record of the vow of 
his father David. It was the natural ex- 
pression of that tender piet}*, of that de- 
votion to the name and honor of God, 
which illumines the whole character of the 
son of Jesse, and which raises him, in 
spite of his stupendous sins and deep falls, 
to a sublime height of moral excellence. 
All other things made way in his mind to 
the glorious purpose of finding a habita- 
tion for God. He was a king, and perils 
environed his throne. He was a states- 
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man, and his people needed the help of a 
generous government. He was a poet, 
and the sacred inspiration of his harp 
thrilled the heart of his nation, as it has of 
all nations since. He was a warrior, and 
a councUlor, and oft must have longed to 
lay aside the armor of battle and woo the 
refreshment of rest. But all other duties, 
and all other desires, were dwarfed in his 
fervid soul by one imperious obligation. 
What were politics, statesmanship, war, 
letters, nay, his own flesh and blood to 
him, while God had no worthy habitation 
in Israel? What was it to him that he 
could point to a royal palace, and rooms 
of state, and golden furniture, and Tyrian 
hangings, while Jehovah had no palace 
yet built for Him, where He could hold 
His court and receive the homage of His 
subjects. While Israel dwelt in tents, 
they had another for their tabernacle. 
But when they had an imperial city, and 
dwelt in ceiled houses, marble and gold 
were not too rich or beautitul for their 
shrine. Nothing else was safe unless 
God's house was built. The temple was 
the citadel of the nation. David's sword 
would be sharper, his scepter mightier, his 
lyre sweeter, if all were reckoned of less 
import than the task of finding a temple 
for the Lord. The vow of the king of 
Israel is of much larger range than its 
original historical application. We can- 
not confine our thought to the narrow 
range of long past Jewish history, when 
the passage before us has been brightened 
by the light which ^Is upon it from Beth- 
lehem and Calvary. This expression says 
in effect, that within the soul itself, God's 
presence, honor and truth must first be 
secured. To find a place for the Lord 
within the heart, is at once our high priv- 
ilege and obligation. To enthrone God at 
the summit of thought ; to enshrine Him 
in the sanctuary of love ; to lay open to 
Him the hidden springs of the will ; to de- 
tain Him within the chamber of the soul ; 
this is to build for Him a palace more 
beautiful, more glorious, than any made 
with stone or decorated with gold ; and 
this is to win from Him a presence of light 
and^ower more resplendent than the she- 



kinah of the temple of Jerusalem. The 
christian soul is the true temple of the 
Godhead, when it is cleansed by the blood 
of Christ ; when it is filled with the graces 
of the spirit ; when it is enriched with the 
tracery and ornaments of the divine word. 
When it is thronged with holy and adoring 
thoughts, as His servants and courtiers 
casting their tributes at his feet, then it is 
brightened with a light and beauty so 
shining, that God may indeed be said to 
be glorified in man, and to have found in 
him His true habitation and rest. 

But another application of these words 
will, I doubt not, have been anticipated 
by those who are gathered within these 
walls on this day of high and thankful joy. 
May we not say that this noble pile itself 
is the product of a resolution such as was 
that of the king of Israel. By the per- 
mission and love of the Infinite God, we 
are to-day realizing long cherished hopes 
— long dreamt dreams. To-day is com- 
pleted the prayer of years. Difficulties 
have been surmounted, and results achiev- 
ed, for which we are indebted to the good- 
ness of God. We behold the end and re- 
ward of much sacrifice, of large and genial 
hearts, of wise and unconquerable wills, 
of cultivated and solid intelligence. All 
that could be won by our zeal, and intel- 
ligence and devotion has been secured. 
Our eyes behold that which is in very deed 
a worthy place for the temple of the Lord 
— an habitation for the Mighty God of 
Jacob. David had to bequeath his un- 
realized intention to his son and successor ; 
but the most of us who began to build, 
have been spared to witness the fulfilment 
of our hope, and the justification of our 
wisdom and foresight. And if one who is 
not a stranger to the impulses and motives 
which have swayed the minds of those who 
have labored for this result, may be per- 
mitted to interpret the sagacious and gen- 
erous intelligence which has given this 
noble structure to our State and our 
church, I would unhesitatingly say, that to 
promote dur dear Redeemer's glory has 
been its first, its master motive. To raise 
a monument, (however unworthy our best 
must be of Him,) to His glory who died 
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for us ; to offer at His feet a measure of 
that wealth which he has placed at our 
disposal ; to thank Him thus visibly, thus 
palpably, for His grace to us ; to make a 
good foundation for a better work for Him 
— this was^ this ir, the object of all. Even 
if nought else came of this gratitude ; even 
if such thankfulness were refracted upon 
ourselves in no new blessings, this grateful 
adoration, this love of the Son of God, is 
die motive which has found so beautiful, 
so splendid, an expression in a building, 
which, from U>-day and henceforth, is ded- 
icated to the glory and service of Jesus 
Christ. If aught else of pride or ostenta- 
tion mingles ifrith this, may He who de- 
serves all we have, forgive and cleanse the 
foul unrighteousness. 

It is true that since Christ was crucified, 
the Father seeketh such to worship Him as 
worship in spirit and truth. Mount Mo- 
riah and Mount Gerizim are not essential 
to worship. He who dwelleth in a temple 
made without hands, needs not a temple 
made with hands. The whole earth has 
now become a house of prayer and the 
gate of Heaven, for the Son of God hath 
dwelt in it and consecrated it by His 
presence. And yet a house of worship 
does not invade the spiritualit)' of worship. 
It may rather enhance and intensify it. No 
more is the closet a place for one Christian, 
than the church is the place for many 
Christians. And Christ fills both with His 
presence, and loves both the dwelling of a 
beaudfiil and holy soul, and the habitation 
of a beautiful and sacred house. He who 
hath made all things beautiful, loves beau- 
tiful things and beautiful places. 

Repulsiveness of form is not necessarily 
united with spirituality of life and purity of 
£uth, and the autonomy of the local church 
under Christ does not imply that it ought 
to dwell in a bam. And when the beauty 
of the temple expresses both the abun- 
dance of christian wealth, and the fervor 
of christian love ; when it is the exponent 
of ability and affection, then I see no 
reason why God should not love it as He 
did the tabernacle of old — more than all 
the dwellings of His people. I see no 
reason why He should not love to come 



into it and make the place of His feet glo- 
rious. 

I have thought it not inappropriate to 
this occasion, to ask your attention to the 
uses of the material temple ; the moral and 
spiritual purpose of such a house as that in 
which we are assembled to-day ; and why 
we should build it, and why we should 
love it! 

I . To b^;in with its lowest uses, it wiU 
be in the first. place an inteDectual land- 
mark, cultivating the best thought and the 
best taste. 

As it towers in conspicuous beauty high 
above the surrounding buildings, it is a 
natural expression in solid stone of an in- 
tellectual truth. May we not say that it 
illustrates, on a small scale. Bishop Butler''s 
argument upon the necessity for a visible 
church? It is a silent, but most eloquent, 
preacher of the first and highest of all 
truths. It embodies and visibly perpet- 
uates the institutions of Christianity. A 
visible church is a standing memorial of 
the duty we owe to our Creator, and by the 
form of religion ever before our eyes, 
serves to remind us of the reality. And 
the more impressive and beautiful the 
form, the more easily will the transition be 
to the true character and glory of the ob- 
ject of worship. Throughout the civilized 
world, each of the temples of Christendom 
bears a voiceless but effective testimony 
for Christ. No thoughtful man ever looks 
at it from without, even if he never enters 
it as a worshipper, but he asks himself: 
** What does this building represent ? Why 
is it here? Is it the monument of an ex- 
tinct sentiment, or of a living conviction? 
Is it the ornamented sepulcher of religious 
£EUth, or the powerful instrument of a 
springing and advancing life? " Thus the 
material building suggests a line of thought, 
backward and forward. It is a history, or 
a prophecy. Its dim aisles, and vaulted 
corridors and arched ceilings, its columns 
hewn into transparent strength, and its 
roof painted with the colors of the iris, 
have a message to men which they can but 
hear. It is a message of warning, or a 
message of hope. 

There is a city of the old world whose 
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palaces and squares are now falling into 
the sea, out of which she rose. Never did 
earthly city have a more beautiful shrine. 
It was at once a type of the redeemed 
church of God, and an illuminated scroll of 
His written word. Neither gold nor crystal 
was spared in its building, and it was 
adorned with all manner of precious stones. 
The skill and the treasures of the EsLst 
gilded every letter and illumined every 
page, till *' the temple shone from afar 
like the star of the Magi.*^ And as I 
walked along the alleys of that strange 
dty, or floated upon its liquid streets, and 
remembered how she had thrown off all 
shame and restraint, and had become filled 
with the madness of the whole earth, the 
£Uling frescoes of gold, and the sinking 
columns of marble of her great cathedral, 
seemed to utter in the dead ear of Venice, 
*' Know thou that for all these things God 
will bring thee into judgment." Her sin 
was done in the £ace of the House of God, 
burning with the letters of His law. And 
the building, now shored up from its 
watery grave by huge timbers, has a his- 
tory, in which one who sees it, must read 
both the triumphs and the corruptions of 
Christianity. 

There were no material churches, or 
scarcely any, in the early ages of persecu- 
tion. When the church dared to come 
forth from the catacombs and live in pub- 
lic, she had already triumphed — her places 
of worship were the symbols of victory. 
And do they not now speak to our reason 
and our hearts, and to our imaginations, 
somewhat as of old? What means the 
house of christian assembly, but that God 
delighteth still in the communion of Hb 
saints ? What means the tapering spire, 
but that our hopes are beyond the sky to 
which it points ? What means the cross 
which rises from the eastern porch, but 
that the atoning blood which flowed on 
calvary, warrants these hopes in sinners, 
such as we ? What means the declaration 
traced in the centre of yon orbed window, 
but that our peace, comfort and salvation 
are centered in the triune Godhead ? What 
means the lamb pencilled over organ and 
choir, but that all our praise is due unto 



Him who hath loved us and washed us 
from our sins in his blood ? What means 
that open Bible, translucent with the 
light of Heaven, and shedding its beams 
down upon the head of the preacher, 
save that God^s word is the source of His 
wisdom, and the hiding-place of His power? 
What mean these inscriptions on the walls, 
over arch, aisle and door, except, not that 
Rome has a monopoly of Scripture or of 
Heaven, but that the Son of God is the 
impregnable foundation of the Christian 
Church, and faith in Him the only way of 
entering His kingdom and glory? And 
what signify these colors, which cling so 
fondly to the instructed eye, and bind the 
very senses to the chariot wheels of ce- 
lestial meditation, save that God Himselt 
would be worshipped in the beauty of ho- 
liness ? There are very few of us appre- 
ciate the nobleness and sacredness of color. 
It is not a subordinate beauty. It is not a 
mere source of sensual pleasure. He who 
says so, speaks carelessly. What would 
the world be if the blue were taken from 
the sky, and the gold from stars and suns, 
and the silver from the moon, and the ver- 
dure from the leaves, and the crimson from 
the blood of man, and the flush from the 
cheek, the radiance from the eye, and the 
whole earth were clothed in an ashen gray? 
Should we not then know what we owe to 
color ? The fact is, that of all God^s gifts 
to the sight of man, color is the holiest, 
the most beautiful and divine. The great 
architect of the world has employed colors 
in His creation as the accompaniment of 
all that is purest and most precious. He 
has laid the foundations of His temple in 
jasper and sapphire, and garnished its 
blue dome with stars of light. We shall 
not worship Him in less holiness, if we 
worship Him in more beauty than our 
Others knew. Even as we gaze upon the 
outline of the chief buildings which have 
been reared for Christ, our thoughts must 
be insensibly affected. In the training of 
the soul we must subordinate the senses to 
the service of religion. And the beauty of 
the church b not a poor teacher, for the 
eye cannot choose but see, and it will sug- 
gest to the imagination, to the heart of 
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many a inan« the supremacy, the great- 
ness, the solitary magnificence of God. 

There are many tendencies of thought 
in our day that serve to obscure this primal 
truth. Men are wont to merge Jehovah in 
the worlc of His hands, or to deny the ex- 
istence of His Son. The great questions 
which are debated around us, touch not 
simply the person of Jesus Christ, but the 
existence of God himself. Skeptical in- 
fluences are being constantly infiltrated 
into the thought of society, into the 
minds of the young, and into the life of 
the world. 

Now this church takes such debated and 
assailed truths, and a great deal else, for 
granted. It stands to the minds of the 
very youth that play and wander under its 
shadow, in the place of an argument. It 
represents in a visible, material form the 
settled faith of the church. It lends new 
diarm to that hith. It tacitly forces the 
truth of God^s majestic separation from, 
and infinite superiority to. His creatures, 
fiuriy in upon the intelligence of a child. 
It does more. It forces in upon his con- 
viction, also, the nearness of God to man, 
and the love which He bears to us. 

This is God's house, separate from the 
whirl of the streets, firom the passion of 
the hour, from the jostle of life. It stands 
alone among other buildings, unlike them 
all, more massive, more imposing, more 
el^;ant. But its doors are open. The 
mighty noise of its music swells through 
its arches. Its floor is moistened by the 
tears of love and penitence. The King 
Himself holds court in it, and His wor- 
shippers throng His presence, and carry 
away His bounty. So its silent and me- 
lodious eloquence is ever more of man^s 
distance from God, of God's nearness to 
man. Will God in ver}' deed dweU with 
man ? The temple of prayer answers the 
question as no argument can. Some of 
us may remember when our minds were 
first opening in a world of thought, and 
groping their way in the twilight toward a 
deeper and higher knowledge. Into this 
mental confiision, how would not a mate- 
rial symbol of the truth have helped to in- 
troduce the welcome reign of light and 



order? Tell a child that revealed religion 
is the highest of all truths, that all other 
truth leads up to it, or radiates firom it, 
and he will fidntly, if at all, guess your 
meaning. He has not jret climbed high 
enough to get your idea. But throw your 
doctrine into a concrete form, so that his 
eye, and ear and imagination shall be 
taken captive ; let it speak to him from the 
timbers and beams of the house, fix>m the 
colors of its walls and ceilings, fix>m the 
stones of its foundations and structure, 
from the music of its organ, as well as 
firom the lips of the preacher, and you 
shall speedily make your way to his dioof^t 
and to his heart, and give him a lasting 
form and impress. He may not be con- 
scious of the powers at work upon him, 
or the result achieved within him. He will 
receive the moulding influence as the tree 
drinks in its verdure, as the flower absorbs 
its loveliest tints firom the air and sunlight, 
but it will form his character and his habit, 
and give him a lifelong loyalty to the truth 
he has received. As the years pass over 
him, and fiill of good service, with the 
peace of his God and Savior in his soul, 
he feels diat he is sinking towards his 
grave, he will look back, perchance, to this 
church as the first instructor of his im- 
mortal spirit. Here was mapped out die 
truth which came fi^m Heaven, and which 
can alone redeem a sinfiil or sustain a 
dying man. He will then remember how 
in the home of his youth, when all naked 
statement of truth would have been lost 
upon him, there was one building among 
many, noblest in its proportions, richest in 
its ornamentation, which pointed to a 
truth, the knowledge and love of which was 
life eternal. And his gratitude, multiplied 
by the gratitude of others, fi^m genera- 
tion to generation, will justify the wisdom 
of those builders, who would not suffer their 
eyes to sleep, nor their eyelids to slumber, 
nor the temples of their heads to take any 
rest, until they had found a temple of the 
Lord, a habitation for the God of Jacob. 
He, and such as he, till the last stone is 
not left upon another, will bless those who 
thus set forth, in language which all could 
understand, the predousness, the unap- 
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proached predousness of our divine Re- 
deemer's gospel. 

2. A second use of the material temple 
is the culture of reverence. Reverence b 
not merely a virtue, to find its exercise 
when we go to church. It ought to be 
the habit of the soul. Reverence is the 
recognition of greatness. It is the soul 
seeing something higher, better, nobler 
than itself. Woe to him who has no en- 
thusiasm, no passionate love for persons, 
services or institutions which represent 
God, and who, therefore, has no rever- 
ence ; who believes that there is no great- 
ness before which it shoixld be his happi- 
ness to lie prostrate, and towards which 
he may not aspire. Nothing is more cer- 
tsun than the intellectual and moral deg- 
radation of him who never feels veneration 
or love. The sneer which he lavishes on 
all around, reacts on his own moral life. 
The insolence which marks his address is 
traced in every line of his face. He whose 
motto is "Nil admirari;" who sees no 
good in what others respect; who never 
looks through the clear crystal lens of gen- 
erous appreciation on a beauty or a great- 
ness that is not his own, will sooner or 
later win the indignation or the compassion 
of his fellow men. 

So deeply did one semi-infidel feel this 
to be true, that he is said to have declared, 
that if God did not exist, it would be nec- 
essary to invent Him for the use of the 
educator of the human mind. It is only 
the sight of God which creates reverence. 
Hence the church alone is the school of 
reverence. The church of Christ alone 
brings God home to the human soul. Na- 
ture knows not God. For a moment it 
seems to detect Him in the starry heav- 
ens, or in the stormy sea ; or in the fra- 
grant freshness of the summer air ; or in 
the calm brilliancy of a perfect landscape. 
But it only admires. It has no heart for 
reverence, because it has no heart for ad- 
oration. It banishes God behind a sys- 
tem of laws. 

But the Gospel, on the other hand, is 
the religion of Immanuel, God with us. 
He is with us in His Providence, in His 
power, in His wisdom, in His love. He 



is with us in His advent, in His tempta- 
tion ; in His ministry, in His passion ; in 
His resurrection, in His sacraments. Ever 
since the incarnation, the '' tabernacle of 
God is with men.'' The Shekinah has 
rent the veil of the temple, and come forth 
among us. We know that He is not far 
from any one of us. We express this 
knowledge when we speak of Him ; when 
we keep His Word ; when we enter the 
place of His assembly. It is in the vis- 
ible, material church we learn reverence 
by precept and example. The silence, 
which is only broken that man may speak 
of God, or to God ; the adoring attitudes 
of devout worshippers; the chant which 
raises the soul above the world ; the con- 
fession which opens upon it, through 
flashes of moral light, the true sight of the 
Most Holy ; these things suggest, day by 
day, year by year, a sympathetic attitude 
of the spirit. They succeed, at last, in 
persuading us to bend before Him who b 
the object and explanation of what b going 
on around us. They cry out, as if with 
one voice, to the soul, and the voice does 
not die away, ** Oh, come, let us worship 
and fall down and kneel before the Lord 
our Maker." And thus a constant attend- 
ant at the church learns an inward habit, 
which b the safeguard of hb intellect, the 
charm and lustre of hb social life, the 
aroma of his character and intercourse, 
and the final deliverance and redemption 
of hb soul. Very few lovers of the church 
and of church-going, find their way down 
to death. Their path is a shining one. 
They learn at last the value of the blood of 
atonement ; the glory of the Savior, and a 
hearty recognition of Hb supreme beauty. 
The profound yearnings of the spirit, 
which bring them within the house of God, 
are at length satisfied. The message of 
light and pardon, repeated week by week, 
b at last heard. Men may murmur about 
the dullness of the sermon ; but for every 
soul that b alive to the terrible mysterious- 
ness of life and death, and who resorts to 
the place where it may find God and come 
even to Hb seat, there b a fireshness and 
perpetual interest in the Gospel message. 
He who seeks its repetition will learn the 
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secret of its power, and find the peace 
which it brings. * * It was here,*^ some will 
say, of this very church," ** it was here, O 
my Lord and my God, that I learned to 
know and love Thee, and found out my 
own misery, and felt the giace and sweet- 
ness of thy pity and thy pardon. It was 
here 1 learned the awfulness and blessed- 
ness of life, the greatness of eternity.** 
And many a redeemed soul will sing here- 
after, ** Lord Jesus, in this. Thy temj^, I 
told Thee my sins and my sorrows, was 
washed in Thy Mood, and saw Thy glory 
boe iohceJ" 

3. Another use of the material temple, 
is to assist the culture of the conscience. 
The moral sense learns and grows by dis- 
cipline. Ever since Christ drove the 
money-changers out of the house of prayer, 
die conscience has had new light upon the 
saciedness of places of worship and the 
duties of religion. Doubtless the con- 
science is roused and trained by association 
as well as by authority. It is informed and 
Invigorated by every opportunity for good 
or for evil. There are seasons in every 
man^ life when he finds himself £ice to 
fiice with forms of evil, upon re«stance to 
which his whole eternity depends. For 
many a Mttrer this church may strike the 
trembling balance in his fisivor. The strug- 
gle, of which his soul is the scene, may 
here be laid bare before the all Holy and 
Merciful. The temptation to lust, or cru- 
elty, or avarice, or selfishness, or coward- 
ice of soul, may be exorcised, or, at least, 
lose half its force in the scenes and ser- 
vices of this building. When all has 
seemed to be lost, and the darkness of sin 
has well nigh settled down upon the heart, 
then God here turns himself again, and 
looks down from Heaven, and beholds and 
visits in mercy. There are, indeed, those 
to whose conscience the church says noth- 
ing. But with the great majority it is not 
so. Its services, its ministers, nay, the 
very lines and beauties of its architecture, 
are destined to be intertwined with the 
deep secrets of many a spirit, and to have 
their i^ace in the checkered history of 
thought and hope, of fear and passion, of 
suffering and joy, which will be revealed by 



the light of another world. And amoc^ 
the spiritual mysteries whidi will here- 
after be known as belonging to these waDs, 
not the least will be their silent contribu- 
tion to the growth of die moral sense. 

4. Nor shaO it be without its effect in 
shaping the aims and unltrfding the pur- 
poses of many a life. This life it teaches 
us is not a game of chance, or a decree of 
fi&te, the sport 6f events, or the result of 
fixed necessity. Each man is instructed 
by it and in it, that he is to hallow his 
earthly life by a rel^ious prind]^. It 
stands asa perpetual memorial of God and 
of human responsibility in the very centre 
and heart of secular business and strife ; 
an unchangeable teacher of man^ obliga- 
tion to make his life a single tribute to 
God^s ^ory. And this church, in itself, 
in its services, is destined to have a large 
influence upon men^s purposes in life ; is 
destined to brace their wills to the right, 
to promote their obedience to the truth, to 
open their hearts to a larger destiny ftian 
would have been possible without it. In 
the very proportion of its inspiring and im- 
pressive beauty, it is to become a helperof 
our souls in all good. Here our hearts 
will be opened, and kept open. The very 
place that is filled with fiagrant perfume of 
the spicery that has been poured on Christ^ 
head, will assist the soul to a better life. 
Creatures of association as we are, here 
our wills will be directed and strengthened ; 
here our whole inward life will get a unity 
and force, which will tell both in time and 
eternity. Here provision may be made for 
the dark days that are coming, **for in the 
time of trouble He shall hide me in His 
tabernacle ; yea, in the secret place of His 
dwelling shall He hide me, and set me upon 
a Rock." 

In dedicating this church, we do not 
gratify a mere artistic or aesthetic senti- 
ment. We do not inaugurate a monu- 
ment, which the economy of common 
sense, or the demand of Christian love, 
might deem superfluous. For this church, 
in all its lofty beaut)*, is a hymn of praise 
to the Son of God, and embodies and 
gives shape to the essential features of the 
Christian work and life. The ministries 
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and associations, the very roof and win- 
dows, the very tower and buttresses of this 
building, are destined to mould practically 
the daily life of those who are here to learn 
to fiice the battle of life as men and Chris- 
tians should £Ke it. And here, too, many 
a modest flower will catch a Divine inspi- 
ration, and blossom into lovely and fra- 
gnudt beauty, and shed its incense of 
praise, until it shall be transferred to a 
more glorious temple, to bloom there love- 
lier and forever. Such a church, we trust, 
will do more than promote the intellectual 
and moral growth of those who worship in 
itt of the community around it. It will do 
more than cultivate taste and art. It will 
open men's hearts to God. It will help 
them toward Christ. It will teach them 
the rare graces of Christianity. It is the 
product of self-denial. It will be its teacher 
too. This church is no mere offering of 
that which has cost nothing. It is the 
gift of love, and love lives by sacrifice. 
Love is not the desire to have. It is the 
passion to give. And we trust that this 
church will be to us a means of grace in 
this respect, and perpetually teach us that 
all the best things of life come by our sac- 
rifices, and that our proudest, divinest sat- 
isfaction will arise in the future from our 
most generous offerings to the service, 
work, and glory of God. This house will 
show us, so long as it stands, that our best 
riches, our richest feelings and delights 
come from our largest gifts to God. Learn 
we this, if nothing else to-day, that joy 
comes by giving to Christ. It is more 
blessed to give than to receive. And thus 
this building will have manifold influences 
upon our souls. Hereafter we shall know 
how these lines of beauty, on which our 
eyes now rest with tranquil pleasure or cu- 
rious admiration, have been graven deep 
in many a memory, and have linked for- 
ever many a soul^s inmost life with the eye 
and hand of the Creator. 

5. Another use of such a material edi- 
fice as this, is to render more attractive the 
system and polity of faith and worship 
with which it is connected. It will add a 
charm to the Congregational order and 
service. There is no reason why the ex- 



cellent order of our New England fathers 
should not make all the warm sentiments 
of our nature tributary to its growth. 
None, why its beams and timbers should 
not breathe the very odors of the cedars of 
Lebanon. None, why its garments should 
not smell of myrrh and aloes and cassia 
out of the ivory palaces. It is the church 
of our fathers, the old homestead and 
sanctuary of our hearts, full of rich mem- 
ories, of dear associations, of priceless 
legacies of faith and hope and patience 
from those who have left the earthly con- 
gregation and gone above the stars. This 
simple, beautiful and catholic polity is the 
very daughter of the King. She has 
trusted so much to her intrinsic and im- 
perial grace as to laugh at outward adorn- 
ing. She has been so beautiful and glo- 
rious within, that her friends have dreamed 
not of her exterior robing and drapery. 
But she is all glorious within, and why 
should not her clothing be of wrought gold. 
In her places of assembly the saints have 
sat and worshipped, and why should not 
her gates be jasper, her walls chalcedony, 
and her arches and ceilings traced with 
the colors of the rainbow. Within her 
sanctuary, millions without number have 
learned the new song, and why shoixld not 
the frescoed arches of her roof resound with 
the anthem of the organ. It will not do 
altogether to despise the moral uses of 
material beauty . 1 1 will not do for a church 
to be beneath the intelligence, the taste 
and the wealth of a community. We may 
make art our master and we may make it 
our servant. We have too much abjured 
it as either. We may now give to it its 
proper place, as a helper and minister in 
our great and noble work. The day is 
past for Israel to dwell in tents or in barns. 
When she needs to do it, she may, nor 
will she lose the ark and the covenant and 
the shekinah. But when she needs not to 
do it, she must exchange her tabernacle 
for a temple; for even Christ demands 
what we can give Him, and He who is 
worshipped in spirit and in truth, would 
have the worship of His house conform to 
our taste and wealth and love. The es- 
sence of Puritanism was not hatred of 
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beauty, but love of Christ ; and wherever 
love of Christ may prompt to a more beau- 
tiful temple, the spirit of the Others will 
linger, and Elijah^s robe may fidl upon 
Elisha^s shoulders. The prophet of fire 
may make way for the Prophet of Peace. 
Our church has fought a noble battle for 
Christ under a leader nobler than itself; 
nor need it now be weary of its work, nor 
fear to adapt its usages and forms to the 
exigencies of future conflicts. So long as 
it keeps the old spirit, it may not hesitate 
to avail itself of new formal attractions. 

After Christ had gone into the heavens, 
and the old temple of Mount Moriah had 
perished, and the arch of Constantine was 
built, the temples that had been construct- 
ed for the service of divided and local gods 
were pressed into the service of the One 
God. Every form and symbol, it was be- 
lieved, which belonged to the old world, 
might be claimed as the spoil and heritage 
of that which succeeded it. But one and 
another form which had pressed into its 
service die roughest stone, the richest 
marble and the rarest art, could as little 
resist the idolatrous tendencies of the 
heart as Solomon^s temple had done. All 
came at last to feed the earth-bom tastes 
which they had boasted they could subdue 
and sanctify. 

Then the idea grew up that such tem- 
ples stifled the Spirit ; that art was a dan- 
gerous ally of devotion; that the most 
ugly building was the one that God was 
most likely to inhabit; that the upright and 
pure soul was his only true temple. They 
were very beautiful and true words, and 
pointed to high truths, just as the towers 
and minarets of the old temples pointed to 
them ; but they are just as little able to 
reach and preserve them. Hardness, se- 
verity, dogmatism, could hide itself where 
there seemed to be only the utmost sim- 
pHcit}' and barrenness of form. But both 
were £cdse. Each doctrine is unscriptural 
and fatal. The one gave religion bound 
as a captive into the hands of art, and 
made its services feintastical, sensuous and 
corrupt. The other gives God's beautiful 
universe up to the dexil, as his rightful 
possession, and makes him the monop>olist 



of all that attracts and charms our bodily 
sense. The one bound the invisible under 
the dominion of the visible. The other 
tramples the life out of the material and 
visible. We do wisely, then, as our Oth- 
ers would have done had thev had the war- 
£ue of our day on their hands, when we 
aim to make all that is artistic and all that 
is beautiful, bring their tributes and lay 
them at the feet of Christ ; we should ex- 
clude nothing that makes our polity more 
attractive and effective. While we do not 
doubt that its essential glory i^ the pres- 
ence of Christ in its service, we shall not 
be likely to exalt any form of outward 
beauty above its intrinsic worth. 

Nor is our Congregational system un- 
worthy that it should avail itself of all the 
helps and ministries of beauty. A gener- 
ous, practical catholicity may well dwell in 
a palace. A church that does not assume 
to declare its own organization as com- 
mensurate with the Church of God, which 
allows of diversit)' of ceremony and un- 
essential form, might well have a royal 
tabernacle. If we believed in augury and 
signs, we might easily translate into a 
happy omen the gentle inclination of 
obeisance which the cross on von Roman 
tower has been making for the year that is 
past, to Bethany church. For why should 
not the least denominational, sectarian, ex- 
clusive and arrogant of all the churches, 
receive, like Joseph^s sheaf, the homage of 
all its brethren? 

We love this Congregational polity. In 
it the life takes precedente of the form, and 
we would irradiate with its life a beautiful 
form. Nor would we refuse our fellowship 
to those who have the same spirit, but a 
narrower and contracted form. We have 
no Shibboleth to utter. We have no rit- 
ualistic bed on which to stretch or shorten 
the human spirit. We have no old judaistic 
skins in which to pour the new wine of the 
Gospel. We give to ever}* church, to 
every man, the largest possible liberty. In 
the midst of a sisterhood of Christian de- 
nominations, we boast that we are not de- 
nominational. We call each Christian 
brother — we call ever}* linng church a sis- 
ter church. It is not a word fellowship ; 
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we can welcome all to our congregation, to 
our ordinances, to our table. We love 
this freedom of church, a freedom to give 
as well as to receive — to give the hospital- 
ity of our pulpits, our sacraments and our 
charities. 

We give an earnest protest against sec- 
tarian exdusiveness, and ask only that a 
man should love our Lord Jesus Christ in 
order to our communion. We hold our- 
selves at liberty to love a Pascal and 
Fenelon, a Tillotson and Beveridge, a 
Calvin and Luther, a Williams and Wesley. 
And when we see some good brethren of 
other churches put into the strait-jacket of 
their own creeds or ritual, and kept from a 
hospitality and a charity which Christ re- 
quires, and their own hearts intensely de- 
sire, by their ecclesiastical order, I rejoice 
that we are under no such bondage, and 
under no sad necessity to prove that the 
blood of the Son of God only runs in the 
veins of our own denomination. And why ; 
should not an unsectarian church, the 
oldest, most numerous and most inde- 
pendent in New England, by far ; rich in 
members, influence, position and history ; 
rich in the records of the living and in the 
rolls of her dead ; with no necessity of 
pleading for additions to her numbers with 
that resistless earnestness with which a 
hungry man cries for bread, and with a 
disposition to give bread to all that per- 
ish, why should not such a church have 
suitable dwellings for its sanctuaries? Why 
should not the garments of such a broad 
and catholic polity be of Tyrian dyes, and 
its habitation be fashioned after the simil- 
itude of a palace ?* And we have reason to 
bless God for the generous Christian en- 
terprise and cultivated Christian taste 
which are coming to be shown in the mem- 
bers of our faith and order in the erection 
of their churches. 

Finally, a noble material temple, such as 
this, is prophetic. It suggests and fore- 
shadows a future history. We cannot but 
have been struck, as we entered it this 
morning, with a building so simple in its 
plan, yet so ornate and splendid in its de- 
tail ; so lavishly decorated, and yet so en- 
tirely useful and practical ; such a beautiful 



specimen of the taste and art of our time, 
and yet so wholly subservient to an end be- 
yond. I should misinterpret the spirit 
that has raised these walls, if I should bid 
you mark only the wealth of form and 
color that meets your eyes, or ask you to 
contrast it with the primitive models of 
our puritan architecture. We, at least, 
who have done something towards raising 
this temple of God, may feel that its beauties 
should enrich us with lessons of deeper 
and more practical value than can attach 
to anything which can be measured by the 
eye or sense. Its real interest to us, lies 
in its future and in its results. To us, and 
to our children, it may be indeed, for gen- 
erations, a Bethany ; the home of Christ 
and his friends ; a place of wondrous mir- 
acles and benedictions ; the scene of lai^ 
growths of spiritual character, that shall 
rival the cedars of Lebanon or the palm 
trees of Olivet. It will be a dear house- 
hold name which shall be embalmed in 
thoughts and feelings as fragrant as cluster 
about the old Bethany of the Son of God. 
The hopes and dreams of the past are 
crystalized into stone. We shall admire 
it more and more, love it more and more, 
as it becomes associated with all that is 
sacred and tender in our spiritual histories. 
Slowly but surely it will be the nucleus and 
habitation of a family of Christ which shall 
be ever forming, and ever separating and 
re-forming in the skies. We shall count 
no cost it has brought, no sacrifice we have 
made, for we have sown seed here that 
shall bear successive harvests of light and 
peace and joy while the world stands. We 
have broken the alabaster box on the head 
of our Savior, and who shall say that it 
shall have no memorial in the future ? It 
will foster a large generosity, and be at 
once the proof and the helper of benefi- 
cence in the cause of Christ. It will wit- 
ness the vows, the prayers and the tears ot 
our posterity, and its manifest presence 
will bring them the blessings they seek. 
To thousands of eyes and imaginations it 
will sing of the glory of the upper temple ; 
that glory which eye hath not seen, but 
which the eye shall yet see and be satis- 
fied. It will help our thoughts upward in 
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their flights, and earthly ardiitecture will 
be the symbol to us of the heavenly, the 
divine pattern of that which is in the king- 
dom of God. We have laid these stones 
and spread these arches and traced these 
colon, not as ^ show of veneration, not to 
pot our love on exhibition, not to assure 
men that we believe in Christ, and can 
prove our fiuth on so magnificent a scale ; 
but the building itself is a part of ourcom- 
monion with Heaven. It b an invocation 
of trust. It is a sentence of praise. It is 
a hymn we sing, a prayer we offer. It 
stands in a line with the Stone of Bethel, 
with the Sheldnah of the tabernacle, with 
the temple on Mount Moriah, *' with the 
synagogue of Nazareth, with the upper 
diamber where the bread from heaven was 
the food and the blood of Christ was the 
wme, and with the room at Jerusalem, 
where the tongues of fire preached at the 
dedication of Christendom, and the Holy 
Spirit inai^;urated the visible church for 
the nations.^ 

And if any object that all this richness 
is needless, we say more, that it prefigures 
to our dull sense a wider and grander glory 
tiian we see. It is a mortal means to an 
immortal end. It lifts our gross under- 
standing. It images a beauty that tran- 
scends it. It is the hinder part of the 
glory that is inconceivable. It is the gate 
of Heaven and the vestibule of the Holy 
of Holies. It signifies more than we can 
at once receive. It is a stray fingment of 
the upper temple, a Gloria in Excelsis, 
amid the loud din and stir of the worid 
around it. And each sweet melody or 
prolonged harmony of the princely organ 
is but a foretaste of that music whose won- 
drous noise fills the wide spaces of Heaven. 
Here we stand but on the threshold of 
music. The infinite combinations of the 
two thousand pipes of this instrument can 
never be made by the most sldllfiil mortal 
I^yer. The loftiest art can never com- 
pass a tithe of its hannonies. There is no 
sound without its significance, no organ 
without its antit>*pe. And when thb in- 
sthiment accompanies the simplest h)inn 
which comes from the lips of childhood, or 
some grand old hallelujah chant of Asaph, 



or prayer of David's, or pours forth its 
melodious strains like the rolling of a river 
or the rushing of a tide, I know it is a 
fidnt, yet but the fiuntest type of that surg- 
ing flood of sound wh|ch shall fiU the 
heavens when the redeemed and the angels 
shall open the seven-fold chorus of halle- 
lujahs and harping symphonies. The 
solemn grandeur, or plaintive melody, or 
jubilant exultation of its manifold combi- 
nations, are a feeble prophecy of what that 
music will be when the voice of the whole 
church of God, the twelve-fold chorus of 
Israel's ransomed, shall join with all the 
trumpets and harps sounding on the other 
side, in the unimagined crescendo and fjio- 
rious dechachord of Eternity. Thus we 
read the fiiture in the present, and the 
temple of to-day is a prophecy of that wor- 
ship and that temple, 

**Wben aU the ban* or Zkm 
For A7« •hall te eomplete. 
And la tbe land ofbeuity 
All Oilng* ofbnatjr 



And •inileg have ao alloy. 
WIUi jaaper glow thy Imlwarka, 

Tliy eoiirtt with emeraldt blase, 
TIm aardlaa aad the lopas 

Unite la thee Uwlr raja; 
Thine ajreleoB waUa are bonded 

With aaiethTat nnptfeed. 
Thy SainU bnUd np lu ihbrte. 

And the Corner Stone is ChrlsL* 

And now what wait we for? What re- 
mains but that you should perfect your 
work? If this building is to be all and 
more than we pray or think ; if it is to be 
the habitation of God and the fountain of 
nameless blessings to you and to your 
children to the last generation ; if He who 
dweUs in the highest Heavens is to make 
it His tabernacle, and in very deed dwell 
with us, and vouchsafe His spiritual pres- 
ence, power and glory in riis temple, I now 
call upon you to ofier to Him this build- 
ing, and dedicate it to His sole service, 
and to the honor and praise of His dear 
Son. 

[The kej's were here presented, and the 
building offered for dedication, by D. Taft, 
Esq.] 

Acceptance and Dedication, 

By Prof, M. H, Buckham. 
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We receive tBis building at your hands. 
I ask you now to rise and stand upon your 
fieet, as we offer it as our gift to Almighty 
God, and dedicate it to the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Ghost. With one ac- 
cord let us consecrate it to the Master^s 
glory, to Christ and the Church. And as 
the dedication of the church is vain with- 
out the solemn consecration of the wor- 
shippers too, I call upon you all to dedi- 
cate yourselves to the service of God. 
To Him may your souls be dedicated. 
To Him may your bodies be dedicated. 
To Him may your spirits be dedicated. 
And that He may graciously accept this 
solemn act, I call upon you all now to pray. 

Anthem. 

Benediction, By Rev, L, Tenney. 

Missionaries :— Mrs. JSarah Coleman, 
married Erastus Dean of Salisbury, and 
went from this Church to the Cherokee 
Mission about 40 or 50 years since, Mrs. 
Emeline (Bradshaw) Dodge, and Mrs. 
Coleman, who married Freder'k Ellsworth . 
Samuel Mosely from this place went to 
the Choctaw Mission, and Mrs. Lucinda 
(Washburn) Wright, who married a mis- 
sionary not from this State. 

ART AND NATURE — VERMONT IN SUMMER. 

We have no quarrel with art. It is the 
province of man^s genius. It is the realm 
of his skill and intelligence. But we have 
a greater love for nature. It is the prov- 
ince of God^s genius, the realm of his in- 
finite intelligence and power. He never 
paints. He creates. The glory and sweet- 
ness and marvels of life are the effects of 
His handiwork. In perpetual change in har- 
mony with invariable law He finds the se- 
cret and hiding of His power. There are 
some galleries of art that are especially in- 
teresting. The Louvre ravishes the inexpe- 
rienced eye. But the Dresden and Floren- 
tine halls never weary the cultivated vis- 
ion and the instructed taste. Men travel 
across the sea, time and again, to look 
upon these triumphs of human genius. 
There are bright pictures in other gal- 
leries worth the price of an European 
tour to look at but once. The mar- 
riage of St Catherine, and the infant Sa- 



viour in the Vatican, haunts the mem- 
ory like an imperishable dream. A few 
great paintings in certain salons stand 
out from all the rest like the face of Denner 
in the Imperial collection at Vienna ; or a 
lew unsurpassed art collections attract the 
attention of all tourists, like the Academy 
of St. Luke in Rome . And it b the same in 
nature. A few regions God has made more 
beautiful than others. Hb hand has fiish- 
ioned some dreams or symbob of heaven 
in certain landscapes of earth. And we 
have always thought that the Almighty in- 
tended, when He formed the hilb of Ver- 
mont, and shook out the green drapery of 
the forests over their sloping shoulders, 
and made them fall in folds like the robe 
of a king along their sides, to give us a dim 
picture of the new creation and 4he celes- 
tial realm. Italy b a land of rarer sunsets 
and deeper sky, of haunting songs and 
grander memories ; Switzerland b a region 
of more towering sublin^ty and unapproach- 
able grandeur, but in all the galleries of 
God, there is none that so shows the ex- 
quisite genius of creative art ; the blending 
of all that b beautiful and attractive, with 
nothing to terrify the eye ; the mingling of 
much of the material glory, both of the 
earth and the heavens, with so littie to ap- 
pall the sense. Vermont in summer b the 
Almighty^s noblest gallery of divine art. 
We never traverse its valleys or climb its 
hills, in thb sweetest of all months; we 
never lie down on the banks where the wild 
thyme blows, or under the shade of the 
balsam or the fir ; we never trace the 
mountain streams and watch for the silver 
flashes which tempt the silent, gentie 
angler, who *' liandles hb worm tenderly, ** 
to throw hb fly; we never penetrate the 
secret places in the heart of the hilb, or 
watch the pleasant wooing which is always 
going on in shady places between the rip- 
pling waters and the ash, the beech and 
the willow, which bend to kiss them as 
they pass, without a grateful sense of the 
riches of God, and an irrepressible wbh to 
share them with our firiends whose sense 
of beauty b mainly nurtured at human 
sources. — Rev. Mr, Lord m the Vermomt 
WaUhman. 
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**TH£ CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH." 
INDEPENDENT. 



BT KXY. J. KDWAU> 
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It seems appropriate to introduce a 
sketch of this society, with some account 
of Unitarian and Umversalist work done 
in Montpelier before 1864. *' In an ac- 
count of the religious condition of the town 
previous to 181 1, the late Rev. Chester 
Wright stated that previous to 1800, there 
had rarely been any preaching except by 
the Methodists ; that the increased popula- 
tion from 1800 was divided into various 
sects, the largest number professing Uni- 
versalism." Among the prominent men 
among the first settlers who avowed them- 
selves Universalists were Gen. Peariey 
Davis and his brother Hezekiah, Capt. 
StephenH^oster, Mr. Arthur Daggett, Es- 
quire Sibley, and Capt. Isaac Putnam. 
Rev. Paul Dean, who was the Universalist 
minister in Barre in 1808, and for some 
years thereafter, p^^pached occasionally in 
Montpelier, as did other ministers of that 
sect from time to time. Universalists par- 
ticipated, under the leadership of Gen. 
Davis, in building the Union meeting- 
house, at the Center of the town, at an 
early date. Later, they effected a sep- 
arate organization, and built a substantial 
brick house of worship at the East village, 
and later still, the same society, while con- 
tinuing to use the brick house, built an- 
other, of wood, at the North village. '*The 
foUowing list of Universalist preachers in 
Montpelier, has been gathered from Wal- 
ton^s R^;ister : 1833, John M. Currier; 
1834, John M. Austin ; 1835, B. H. Fuller, 
J. Wright; 1836, J. Wright; 1837, '38. 
John Gregory; 1839, J. Wright, J. Boy- 
den ; i840-'66, Eli BaUou ; 1867, "70, J. O. 
Skinner; 1871, Eli BaUou."" 

But it is not to be understood that all 
of these ministers were engaged in preach- 
ing in Montpelier during the years set 
against their names. No doubt all re- 
sided here, and some of them preached 
within the limits of the old town of Mont- 
pelier, but some were employed elsewhere. 

For some 17 years preceding 1830, little 
or nothing was done to sustain Universal- 
ism in this town ; but about the year 1831, 



a society was organized in what is now 
Montpelier, prominent in which were such 
men as Wooster Sprague, (who started 
the enterprise,) Simeon S. Post, Dr. J. Y. 
Dewey, Richard W. Hyde, Alfiwi Wain- 
wright, Araunah Waterman, Mahlon Cot- 
trill, Edward Brown, Joel Goldsbury, and 
General Shubael Flint. The Rev. J(^n 
M. Austin served as pastor of this society 
for some 3 years, when he was called to Dan- 
vers, Mass. The meetings were held in 
the old State House, near the present Pa- 
vilion. After Mr. Austin left, the society 
had no regular meetings ; but occasionally 
a meeting was held by them in the Mason- 
ic Hall, the Rev. John E. Pahner of Barre, 
and the Rev. Russell Streeter, and others, 
occupying the desk from time to time, untfl 
1840, when Rev. EU Ballou bought "The 
Christian Repository," and removed from 
Stowe to Montpelier to edit and publish it. 
He preached a part of the time for several 
months after coming to town, in Masonic 
Han, but found himself too much occupied 
otherwise, to justify his continuing the ef- 
fort. In 1 85 1, he obtained the assistance 
of Rev. John S. Lee, (now Prof, in Canton 
Theological School) ; a new society, called 
"The Liberal Christian Church," was or- 
ganized ; and meetings were regulariy held 
for 2 years in the '• Free Church,^ (now 
" Capital HaU,") the first year by Messrs. 
Ballou and Lee, alternately, the second 
year by Mr. Ballou alone. But the dis- 
couragements proved too great to be over- 
come, and another long period of inaction 
followed. 

Very few Unitarian ministers had ever 
been 'heard in Montpelier ; and only occa- 
sionally had an avowed Spiritualist given 
a lecture, or a ** seance."^ Among the for- 
mer the Rev G. W. Bumap, D. D., of 
Baltimore, Md., (whose sister was the 
mother of our honored townsmen, Charies 
and George Reed), the Rev. A. A. Liver- 
more of Keene, N. H., the Rev. Chas. 
Brooks of Hingham, Mass., and the Rev. 
Mr. Ingersoll of Burlington, preached here 
at different times. 

But in October of 1864, Mr. Charles A. 
Allen, a graduate of Harvard College in 
1858, and of Meadville Theological School 
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in 1864, began, in the spirit of a missiona- 
ry, to hold meetings in Montpelier, to 
which "liberal christians" of whatever de- 
nomination, were especially invited. The 
congregations met first in ** Village Hatl," 
bat soon permission was obtained, — (not 
without opposition however), — to occupy 
the Court House; and for more than a 
year the meetings were held there. The 
number who assembled, hardly more than 
a dozen at first, rapidly increased.^ A so- 
ciety was formed in Dec. 1864, under the 
title of "The Montpelier Independent 
Meeting House Society." In March of the 
next year Mr. Allen was ordained in the 
"Brick Church," Rev. R. P. Stebbins, 
D. D., preaching the sermon. The society 
soon proceeded to build a house of worship 
on the north-west corner of Main and 
School streets, which was dedicated Jan. 
J5, 1866, under the name of ** The Church 
of the Messiah," Rev. F. Frothingham 
preaching the sermon. The cost of the 
site, the building, and the organ was about 
$20,000. 

•• The Covenant of Christian Fellowship 
in the Church of the Messiah," adopted 
May 19, 1867, reads as follows: **We 
write our names to this Covenant in the 
£uth and fellowship of Christian disciples ; 
trusting in God our Father in heaven, ac- 
cepting the Gospel of Christ as our sover- 
eign law, and resolving, by the help ot 
God, to live in honesty and charity with 
all men, and in Christian faithfulness with 
one another." 

Among those active in the organization 
of this society were Richard W. Hyde, 
Col. Levi Boutwell, Hon. W. G. Ferrin, 
Joel Foster, Jr., Hon. Nelson A. Chase, 
Hon. Daniel Baldwin, Hon. Charles Reed, 
George W. Reed, Dr. G. N. Brigham, H. 
S. Loomis, L. B. Huntington, Rev. Dr. 
Eli Ballou, Albert Johonnott, George Wat- 
son, W. F. Braman, Hon. J. A. Wing, 
and, in most cases the wives of these gen- 
tlemen. 

While the society was yet occupying the 
Court House, they organized a Sunday 
school, which has been at various dates 
onder the superintendence of the pastors, 
and Hon. Charles Reed, Hon. N. A. 



Chase, Messrs. Geo. W. Wing, Joel Fos- 
ter, Jr., Albert Johonnott, and Fred Blan- 
chard. Its library contains [1881] over 
500 bound volumes, besides pamphlets. 
The teachers and scholars on its roll have 
together numbered for several years about 
140, though the attendance has only occa- 
sionally exceeded 100. The number of 
£eimilies connected with the society through 
some or all of their members is over 200. 

Mr. Allen^s pastorate continued about 5 
years. In the fall of 1869, he obtained 
leave of absence for a trip to Europe, and 
the Rev. J. Edward Wright, a native of 
Montpelier, was engaged to supply his 
place for a year. While away, Mr. Allen 
tendered his resignation, which was ac- 
cepted, and Mr. Wright became the pas- 
tor, and yet continues in that position. 

The society has never been embarrassed 
by any considerable debt ; and, altho^ com- 
posite in its membership, comprising Uni- 
tarians, Universalists, some Spiritualists, 
and not a few formerly associated with dif- 
ferent "orthodox" denominations, has 
throughout its existence enjoyed remarka- 
ble harmony, and almost uninterrupted 
prosperity. Too much praise can not be 
given to Mr. Allen for the hopefulness and 
zeal with which he, unsummoned, began 
the enterpri.se, and for the energy, and 
tact, and persistence, and untiring activity 
with which he labored, gathering the peo- 
ple together, uniting them with a common 
purpose, inspiring them with the convic- 
tion that they could build a church, and 
communicating to them his offn spirit of 
faithfulness and self-sacrificing devotion. 

THE CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 

In 1833 Rev. John M. Austin, then pas- 
tor of a Universalist Society in Montpelier 
village, and Rev. B. H. Fuller, bought 
"The Universalist Watchman and Chris- 
tian Repository," of Rev. William Bell, 
who had published it a few years in Wood- 
stock, and changed the place of publication 
to Montpelier. Mr. Austin dissolved his 
connection with the paper in a short time, 
on his removal to Danvers, Mass., but Mr. 
Fuller continued the publication two or 
three years, when he sold half his interest 
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to Rev. John Moore of Lebanon, N. H. 
The paper was removed to Lebanon, and 
pnblisbed there a yeai or two by Messn. 
Moore and Fuller. Tlien, about the year 
1838, Rev. Joseph Wright became the pro- 
prietor, and Montpelier was again made 
the place of publicaitian. Rev. John £. 
Palmer and others co-openting with Mr. 
Wright in the work. 

In January. 1840, Rev. Eli Ballou, then 
of Stowe, purchased the p^>er and contin- 
ued its publication regulariy as a weekly 
jfmmal during 30 yean, or until May, 1870, 
when he sold it to the -' Boston Universal- 
ist Publishing House," and thus the paper 
was merged in " The Universal ist." known 
at the present date as " The Christian 
Leader." 




The tirst confirmation in Montpelierwas 
in 1839, when Bishop Hopkins visited the 
Capital, and administered that apostolic 
rite in the meedng-house of the Metho- 
dists, to Mrs. S. P. Redfield. Mrs. J. M. 
Richardson and Hon. Isaac F. Red£eld ; 
the firsl of these being at that time the 
only person in .Montpelier reared in the 



In 1840, Christ Church Parish was im- 
perfectly organized, and reported to the 
Diocesan Convention in September by Mr. 
George B- Manser, a candidate for holy 
orders, tiiere being four confirmations that 
year. In 1841 the first parish meeting was 
held, and George B. Manser, Isaac F. 
Redfield, J. Y. Dewey, S. P. RedficM, 
A. C. Pierce, H. N. Baylies, and Daniel 
Baldwin, were elected vestrymen. S. P. 
Redfield served 15 years, until i8j8, and 
Dr. J. Y. I>ewey from 1841 until 1871, ex- 
cept from [866 to '68, when be was at his 
own request excused from service. During 
Dr. Dewey's last two years of service be 
was senior warden. 

In 184Z the parish was represented in Di- 
ocesan Convention by George B. Manser, 
a lay delegate. Sept. 31, 184a, Mr. Manser 
was tnade a deacon, and took charge of 
the parish. During this year it was fully 
organized, and the work of building a 
church, on the site now occupied by the 
"Riverside" building, set about, thefiinds 
being raised by subscription and sale of 
pews. Dec. 29, 1842, the church wascon- 
secrated, and r^fular service commenced 
Jan. 15, 1843. June 7, Mr. Manser was 
advanced to the priesthood, and became 
Rector. The Diocesan Convention met in 
Mon^lier, Sept. ao, 1S43, and Hon. 
IsaacF. Redfield represented the parish as 
lay delegate, being the first regular del- 
^ate. In 1845. the first contribution for 
church work outside was made by the 
parish — (12.70, the sum not being so im- 
portant as the spirit of the gift was signifi- 
cant. In 1846 the ladies of the parish 
raised f 100 for a bell. 

In 1848, Mr. Manser resigned his charge, 
the place being temporarily filled by Rev. 
F. W. Shelton. who officiated fiw Mr. 
Manser 8 months, from Oct. 1847, to June, 
1S48. The following September, .Mr. 
Manser returned, but finally resigned in 
1849, and Jan. 18, 1850, the Rev. E. F. 
Putnam became rector. During this year 
the bell in the toner ol the present church 
was procured, at a cost of (350. In 1849, 
Hon. Timothy P. Redfield was elected a 
vestryman, and has served continuously to 
the present, having been senior and junior 
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warden several years, lay delegate to the 
Diocesan Convention, and lay delegate to 
represent the Diocese in the General Con- 
vention. In 1850, Hon. Charles Dewey 
was chosen a vestryman, and has held the 
position almost continuously until the 
present time, and he is now senior warden. 
In 1850, the parish had increased in num- 
bers enough to entitle it to two lay del- 
egates in the Diocesan Convention, and 
Messrs. T. P. Redfield and Chas. Dewey 
were the first who went there together. 
This year, Hon. S. B. Colby was chosen 
one of the vestry, and remained a member 
of it until the election of 1864, when he 
was not re-elected, having removed to 
Washington, D. C, to assume the duties 
of Register of the Treasury, which position 
he filled until his decease in 1867. 

In 1852, the debt was reported reduced, 
and extinguished in 1865. 1*^^ ^rst Sun- 
day in June, 1854, the Rev. E. F. Putnam, 
who was a much-loved rector of the par- 
ish, died at St^ Albans, having been com- 
pelled by ill health to previously resign his 
rectorship, and upon the parish records is 
spread a sincere and warm testimonial of 
the high esteem and true affection felt for 
him. Nearly 30 years have elapsed since 
his departure, but his memory is still green 
in the hearts of the people then here. The 
day of Mr. Putnam's decease, Rev. F. W. 
Shelton became rector, and remained as 
such until the spring of 1866, when he re- 
signed. 

Aug. 3, 1866, Rev. Daniel Crane Roberts 
was elected rector, and the same month 
assumed the duties of the position. Mr. 
Roberts' resignation was accepted May 8, 
1869, and Rev. Wm. J. Harris, D. D., 
was chosen rector Aug. 30, 1869. ^''• 
Harris resigned late in 1870, and Rev. 
Andrew Hull, D. D., was elected rector 
March 20, 187 1. Dr. Hull was rector of 
the parish until the summer of 1879, when 
his resignation of May 12, 1879, ^^^^ ef- 
fect. Oct. 13, 1879, Rev. Howard Fremont 
Hill, of Concord, N. H., the present incum- 
bent, was elected rector. 

Of the seven rectors, the first three are 
dead. In the sermon of Dr. Shelton, 
which follows this sketch. Dr. Manser and 



Rev. Mr. Putnam are spoken of as their 
good work deserved, and the memory of 
Dr. Shelton is delightful to all who knew 
that good man. 

The first recorded baptism is that of 
Berkeley Baldwin, infant son of Dr. F. W. 
McDowell, though 12 baptisms had been 
previously reported. The first recorded 
marriage is that of Mr. James T. Thurston 
and Miss Fanny Witherell. The first 
marriage by Mr. Shelton was that of Mr. 
Charles Dewey and Miss Betsey Tarbox, 
May 3, 1848. 

Among the earlier vestrymen we find 
the names of R. S. Howard, afterwards 
rector at Woodstock, Homer W. Heaton, 
Esq., C. W. Bancroft, George Langdon, 
E. P. Scribner and others. But those 
most closely identified with the parish in 
this relation are S. P. Redfield, who served 
from 1843 to '58, and was junior warden in 
1844, and senior warden from 1845 to ^52 ; 
J. W. Ellis, who has been vestryman most 
of the time since 1845, ^^^ many years 
junior warden or senior warden ; Stoddard 
B. Colby, vestryman in 1848 and junior 
warden from that time until 1850, and 
again in '58 ; and Hon. Roderick Richard- 
son, now of Boston, who was a vestryman 
and senior warden. 

The present vestry consists of Hon. 
Timothy P. Redfield, Charles Dewey, J. 
W. Ellis, Fred £. Smith, Hiram Atkins, 
Edward Dewey, L. P. Gleason, Geo. E. 
Taplin, and H. N. Taplin, Jr. Mr. I. P. 
Dana was elected a vestryman in 1879 and 
re-elected in 1880 and 1881, but is not 
now a member of the vestry, having re- 
signed when he removed from the Parish. 

Mr. Smith, who is now junior warden, 
was first chosen vestryman in 1864; Mr. 
Atkins in 1868; Mr. Edward Dewey in 
1871 ; Mr. L. P. Gleason in 1876; Mr. G. 
E. Taplin in 1876; Mr. Dana and Mr. 
H. N. Taplin, Jr., in 1879. 

Mr. Truman C. Phinney was chosen ves- 
tryman in 1853, and held the position till 
he declined fiirther service ; he was also 
for several years junior warden. 

In 1866, the parish voted to erect a new 
church, and efficient measures were at 
once taken. Liberal subscriptions were 
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made by the leading men of the parish, 
seconded in their liberality by those less 
wealthy. The S. B. Colby estate, oh State 
street, opposite the Court House, was se- 
cured, and the work commenced. The 
church was consecrated June 2, 1868. 
(See introductory view.) 

The ground plan includes nave and 
aisles, chancel, organ chamber and sac- 
risty, the tower bdng engaged in the north- 
em end of die east aisle. Exterior, 108 
by 55 leet ; tower and spire, 100 feet ; in- 
terior — nave, 22 feet wide, separated by 
two colonnades from the two aisles, each 
II feet wide; chancel 17 feet wide by 
23 deep; whole exterior, except roof 
and ckrestory, light-colored Barre and 
Berlin granite; aisle walls* without but- 
tresses ; clerestory, timber slatted outside. 
The north front is the most imposing part 
of the exterior. The tower is of three 
stages, a single leaf-door in the lowest, 
two long, narrow, glazed lights in the 
second, three equal belfry windows in the 
third; the belfry stage, a plain square; 
below, double buttresses at the angles, 
running into a massive blocking of the wall 
at the base, which gives an effect of sin- 
gular strength and solidity. A similar 



spondingly moulded. The aisle windows 
are single lights in each bay. The chanod 
arch is well worked ; chancel-ndl and wain- 
scot, altar — which stands out from the 
wall — in black walnut ; seats in the nave, 
doors, etc., black ash and black walnut, in 
their natural tints. 

The organ diamber, on the west, opens 
by a narrow arch in the church, and by a 
broader one into the nave ; the organ is a 
fine and powerful instrument. The roof is 
ceiled in three coats, the centre one beii^ 
the narrowest. The framing of the prin- 
cipals shows within, with braces and span- 
drils of open tracery : and similar braces 
run longtitudinally along the purlines, from 
principal to principal, these timberings 
adorned with color, the whole ceiling other- 
'wise a light blue. The windows are filled 
with stained glass, the altar window, the 
largest, having three lights under a traceried 
head ; the central, widest light, the frill- 
length figure of our Lord blessing the 
chalice. The evangelist!^ S3rmbols and 
other emblems fill the side lights and head 
of the window; clerestory windows of 
chancel, nave and northern rose window, 
pattern glass of rich colors ; aisle windows * 
all with borders of colors, each an em- 



character is given to the buttress on the ' blem in the head, othem^-ise filled with 



opposite angle of the north end. The 
tower is surmounted by a broach spire, 
crowned widi a weU-carved finial, all stone 
to the top. The main doorway is of two 
leaves, in the middle of the north end, with 
jamb shafts and mould arch. In the gable 
is a round window, with three spherical 
triangles containing three bold trefoils, 
the interspaces being filled with quatre- 
Ibils and smaller openings. The coped 



stencilled quarries ; font near the sacristy 
door, Vermont marble. 

The architect was J. J. R. Randall, of 
Rutland ; the builder, P. Trow, of Mont- 
pelier. The painting was done by N. 
Osgood Snow, of Mon^lier. The marble 
for the font was the gift of Hon. Pitt W. 
Hyde, and the beautifiil and appropriate 
design was from the pencil of, and frnr- 
nished by. Rev. John Henry Hopkins. 



gable is covered with a very bold, large. The cost of the church was over $30,000 ; 
plain cross of stone — the only cross on the only subscriptions received from out- 
the exterior. On entering the interior, the side the parish were: In New York, 
effect of loftiness is far in advance of one's George Bradshaw, $1,000 ; M. M. Kellogg, 
expectations from seeing the exterior alone. ' $500; George R. Thompson, $150: E. S. 
The nave and aisles are of five bays; the ' Jaffrey. $75. In Philadelphia, Jay and 
chancel of two ; the apparent length of the H. D. Cooke, I400. In Washington City, 
nave, increased by an arch at the north from Charles Knapp, $200. In Burling- 
end, like and opposite the bold and well- ' ton, from V. P. Noyes, $100. No small 
marked chancel arch. The columns are part of the credit due for the perfectness 
four shafts in clusters, with mouldings be- j with which the work was completed be- 
tween, the arches resting on them corre- j longs of right to Judge Richardson and 
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his associates of the building committee, 
Col. Fred £. Smith and the late Carios 
Bancroft, Esq. The last of the building 
debt was extinguished some years since. 

In 1843, there were 15 communicants; 
in 1863, 68 ; in 1868, 77. The statistics 
for 1 88 1 show : Families, 86, comprising 
266 individuals ; individuals not included 
in fiimilies, 30 ; total, 296 ; baptisms for 
the year, 16 ; confirmations, 6 ; communi- 
cants, 129 — males 44, females 85 ; Sunday- 
school teachers, 6; pupils, 67. 

The following sermon, by Dr. Shelton, 
preached Sept. 3, 1865, >s inserted, as his- 
torically valuable in that it shows well 
what manner of men were the three de- 
ceased rectors of this church : 

Sermon by Dr. Shelton, 1865. 

" Return, we beseech thee, O God of hosts : 
look down from heaven, and behold, and visit 
this vine. So will not we go back from thee : 
quicken us, and we will call upon thy name." 

Ps. 80: 14, 18. 

A few words will suffice to explain the 
allusion contained in the above passage. 
The kingdom of Israel is spoken of under 
the similitude of a vine which was of God's 
own planting. It had taken root, and 
flourished abundantly, put forth its lively 
shoots, green leaves and blossoms and 
borne its ripe fruit. But it was subject to 
vicissitudes, as of wind and weather, and 
evil elements, .sometimes its branches were 
lopped off, not by the careful pruning 
hand, but by the act of violence, yet the 
root was strong, and hearty, full of life 
blood, ready to spring up with greater vig- 
or than before. The Jewish people were 
not like some rough, rank offshoot, but 
chosen of God himself as a peculiar race 
to whom he would manifest his peculiar fa- 
vor, they were a choice vine in the wilder- 
ness, growing up under the golden sun- 
shine and dews of Heaven. 

Under the same similitude Christ al- 
ludes to himself. ** I am the vine. Ye 
are the branches." He was the main 
stock, the root, the source of life, and sus- 
tenance and vigor. His disciples every 
where were but so many parts and mem- 
bers of the same. After the Jewish church 
had fulfilled its mission, the root stiU ex- 



isted, though all the former branches were 
razed to the ground. The Saviour in his 
Divine nature was the root of David, even 
as in his generation, he was according to 
human genealogy, David's offspring. The 
primitive christian church, from this im- 
planted ineradicable root sprang up like a 
tender vine. In its incipient growth, in 
its subsequent stages, up to the present 
time, it has been subject to every vicissi- 
tude of the outer elements ; but the good 
Father has been the husbandman and has 
ever watched over it, and he has promised 
that he will do so with a kindly care. The 
rank reeds and vegetation of the world 
have tried to choke it in its dwindled es- 
tate, to draw away its sustenance, pressing 
upon it, overtopping it, and casting it in 
their baleful shade, but deep down and 
fixed the vital germ has remained, and 
only gathered strength. The enemy has 
sowed tares all around it, hoping if they 
would not extract the life, that the origi- 
nal plant would be torn up in the effort to 
exterminate the thick tares. But the man- 
date went forth to the husbandman to do 
not that, but the plant could grow and 
flourish still amid the elements of evil, 
until the harvest time. Sometimes the 
sword of violence was applied, or the fires 
raged so as to destroy apparently nearly 
evefy branch, and budding offshoot, and 
all which remained above the ground. 
The destruction thus far was permitted 
only that the future exuberance, and fruit- 
age, of the vine might be greater. The 
sword could not lop any closer ; — the fire 
with its devouring breath could not pene- 
trate any deeper. It is the very province 
of Christ, illustrated by his own brillant 
career, to bring up life out of death, and a 
resurrection of glory out of dust and ashes. 
Now the branches of the original plant are 
over all the earth, though still liable to be 
broken off by storms, and to be left bleed- 
ing. The church was small among elements 
which were apparently great ; it was weak 
among those which were apparendy 
mighty. It is elsewhere in scripture lik- 
ened to the minutest of seeds. ' * The king- 
dom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard 
seed, which a man took and sowed in his 



414 



VERMONT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 



field, which indeed is the least of all seeds, 
but when it is grown, it is the greatest 
among herbs, and becomcfth a tree, so that 
the birds of the air come and lodge in the 
branches thereof/^ {Matt, xiii. : 31.) 

Every body of believers wherever found, 
eve/y organized church, every distinct 
collection of disciples in which Chrisfs 
ministry is maintained, to whom His Gospel 
is preached and His sacraments are admin- 
istered, may still be likened to a vine, which 
the great husbandman himself has caused 
to be planted in such a ground, or in such 
a locality, and has committed to his ser- 
vants to watch over it, and however small it 
may be at the start, however it may be 
liable to dangers or vicissitudes, however 
imperfect may be the culture, if it be a 
true ofishoot of Christ, it must flourish, be- 
cause it draws its life blood from the ver}* 
source of life. This little body of disciples, 
this church established in our ver}' midst, 
which not only professes the pure doctrines, 
but is named by the very name of Christ, 
IS a vine,— even yet in its incipient growth, 
but planted by the hand of faith — which 
has already borne some fruit, and under 
the fostering smiles of the Divine favor, it 
is hoped and believed that it will do so far 
more abundandy. It has experienced its 
struggles, its trials, its changes, its difficul- 
ties, its retardments in a soil originally un- 
congenial to it in some of its inherent char- 
acteristics, and to its peculiar form. I 
propose iv>w to refer to the phases of its 
history thus iu^ to look back upon it from 
its original start, to gather up a few facts 
and statistics from its scanty memorials, 
that we may see what have been the deal- 
ings of God with it in its hitherto humble 
career, and what may be its hopes and 
promise for the future. If such a contem- 
plation, in a sketch however feebly drawn, 
shall serve to strengthen the bonds of at- 
tachment with you who are members of this 
Church of Christ, to awaken a renewed in- 
terest in its welfare, to stimulate your ef- 
forts to promote its future growth, to ani- 
mate your zeal, to confirm your courage, 
and to keep you ever more firmly knit to- 
gether in one body, in the unity of the Spirit 
and in the bond of Peace, then whatever 



may occur to one who has so long ministered 
imperfectly among you, this labor will not 
be in vain. And that it may not be, is my 
humble and sincere prayer. 

On the 8th of Sept., in the 3^ear of our 
Lord 1840, a number of inhabitants of this 
town associated themselves together for 
the purpose of supporting the ministry of 
the Gospel and maintaining public worship 
in conformity with the constitution and 
canons of the Protestant Epbcopal church 
in the Diocese of Vermont, and they adc^- 
ed, received, and promised, entire con- 
formity to the aforesaid constitution and 
canons. The document whereby they 
thus associated themselves together, is 
signed by Isaac F. Redfield, Julius Y. 
Dewey, Geo. B. Manser, H. N. Baylies, 
J. W. Ellis, Geo. Langdon, C. W. Ban- 
croft, Wm. Upham, Charles Dewey, and 
some others who, altho^ not closely iden- 
tified with the society, gave it their good 
wiU, their influence, and pecuniary sup- 
port. On Easter Monday, Anno Domini 
1841, the church was fully organized under 
the tide and designation of Christ Church 
and a vestry elected, Geo. B. Manser be- 
ing senior and Isaac F. Redfield junior 
warden. Soon after a lot was secured, the 
present church edifice was erected, and on 
the 29th day of December, A. D. 1842, it 
was at the request of the wardens and ves- 
try duly consecrated to the worship of 
Almighty God, by the Rt. Rev. John 
Henry Hopkins D. D., Bishop of the 
Diocese, according to the rites, usages and 
services of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States, and about that time, 
or shortly after, the Rev. Geo. B. Manser 
entered upon his duties as the first Rector. 
In this connection he continued uninterrupt- 
edly until the fall of 1847, being then ab- 
sent for a few months at the South, acting 
as assistant Rector to the Rev. Dr. Hanks 
in the city of New Orleans, and the Rev. 
' F. \V. Shelton of the Diocese of New 
.. York, who had recently received orders, 
was invited to supply hLs place until his 
' return, which occured in the spring or 
summer of the year following, 1848. On 
July 16 of the same year, having received 
, a call to another field, Mr. Manser tendered 
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his resignation to the wardens and vestry, 
who passed a resolution conveying to him 
their * unfeigned thanks for his faithful care 
and useful labors/ assuring him at the same 
time of their * friendly confidence and sin- 
cere regard.^ As I had the happiness of a 
personal acquaintance with him during my 
first brief residence in this place, and was 
for some time a guest under his roof, and 
after an interval of some years was again 
frequently associated with him in kindly 
intercourse, it affords me a melancholy 
satis&ction in this place to recall your first 
excellent Rector to remembrance, and to 
pay to his worth a passing tribute. To a 
man of his innate modesty and sensibility 
his position was sufficiently trying in being 
the first to officiate here, and in entering 
upon, to him, a strange and untried field. 
He had heretofore been an active member 
of the Congregational society, and as a 
warmly religious man had been identified 
with the same, and entered zealously into 
the performance of whatever appeared 
conducive to the cause of Christ. Educa- 
ted, moreover, to the profession of the 
law, he had more or less to do with the 
conflicting claims of persons * in this vicin- 
ity. His views with regard to the consti- 
tution of the church having undergone a 
change, and his convictions becoming at 
last fixed, he voluntarily relinquished a pro- 
fession which would yield him a much bet- 
ter support, and under such circumstan- 
ces, entered the ministry of the Protestant 
Episcopal church, and became your first 
Rector. His position was more difficult, 
and the embarrassments wherewith he had 
to contend were greater than those of any 
who succeeded him. With what patience 
he bore his burdens, and with what fideli- 
ty he performed his work, can be attested 
by many who now hear me. They knew 
well the tenderness of his feelings, his 
warm sympathies and affections, the right- 
ness of his intentions, the disinterested- 
ness and purity of his heart. They knew 
where to find him in the dark hour of ca- 
lamity, and he proved at all times a genial 
and warm hearted friend. He made 
worldly sacrifices for the cause of the 
church, and his name and memory and 



example are now cherished in grateful re- 
membrance. Shortly after his retirement 
from this parish, he was called to the Rec- 
torship of St. Peter^s church at Benning- 
ton, where he likewise performed a good 
work, modestly pursuing his course, and 
while yet in the vigor of life with the pros- 
pect still of many years of usefulness, he 
was smitten with disease, and full of faith 
and hope and joy, expired on the 17th day 
of November, 1862. Resolutions of affec- 
tion, regret and of tender sympathy with 
his family were passed by the vestries 
of St. Peter's at Bennington, and of Christ 
Church Montpelier, as well as by the con- 
vention of the Diocese, of which he was 
for many years and up to the time of his 
decease, the efficient secretary. How long 
an interval elapsed after the departure of 
the Rev. Mr. Manser firom this parish before 
the vacancy was supplied does not appear 
on the records, but the Rev. Edward F. 
Putnam was as early as June, 1850, acting 
as its rector, and in this connection he 
continued to within a few months of his 
death, which occurred at St. Albans, on 
the first Sunday in June, 1854. By a sin- 
gular coincidence, on that same day this 
church was re-opened after an intermission 
of its regular sevices for some time, and he 
who now addresses you, entered upon his 
duties as Rector. Thus the worship of 
this church was again renewed at the very 
hour when the soul of this excellent man 
was^ entering into the glories x)f heaven. 
It was not my happiness to be personally 
acquainted with him, but with regard to 
his christian devotion, the warmth of his 
sympathies and the excellence and amiabil- 
ity of his character, there is but one senti- 
ment among the members of this parish. 
He was not only a sincere christian, but 
on principle and conviction a strict and 
decided churchman. Though, as I have 
been informed, not brillant as a preacher, 
he was efficient, active, and zealous in the 
work of the parish, and his memory like- 
wise will long be gratefully cherished by 
this people. 

For myself, I am but the third rector 
since the foundation of this parish, both of 
the former ones having already entered 
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into their rest. Nearly the whole of the 
time which has elapsed since my entering 
into orders has been passed in your midst. 
I stand not here at this time to record its 
varied experience, its phases of personal 
joy and sorrow. I have shared with you 
alike in the seasons of pleasure and of bit- 
terness. The friendships which I have 
formed here will be cherished during my 
life. I can only regret that I have accom- 
plished so little, but I shall drop a few 
tears on this vine, and pray that with 
better tending its branch may be green 
and vigorous forever. 

It may be interesting to you to hear a 
few statistics, after which I shall suggest 
what occurs to me as suitable to be said, 
at your present state of progress, and if 1 
can think of an3rthing which would tend to 
3roar future good, will venture to speak 
boldly. 

The early records, as is very apt to be 
the case in the first struggling origin of a 
parish, are deficient. They have no doubt 
been made, but the papers have been lost 
or mislaid. There are no transcripts of 
either deaths, baptisms or confirmations, 
although there must have been many. 
There are those of marriages only. Con- 
sequendy, I cannot present the sum total 
which oiight to be rendered. The defi- 
ciency as to mere numbers could be sup- 
plied, if I had at hand a full file of journals 
of the Convention, of which several copies 
for reference ought to be on hand, at least 
with the rector and wardens. That 1 have 
not saved them carefully, is my own &ult, 
which must here be acknowledged. That 
in accurate business habits I am decidedly 
deficient, those who have known me as 
long as you have, wiU bear me witness, — 
I have got no head for them. 

During the incumbency of the Rev. Mr. 
Manser, 20 couples were united by him in 
the bonds of holy matrimony. Deaths, 
baptisms and confirmations, as I have said, 
are not recorded. 

By the Rev. Mr. Putnam, 9 couples were 
united in the bonds of holy matrimony, 43 
persons were baptized, and during his 
term of oflSce 17 were confirmed by the 
Bbhop. 



During my own rectorship there have 
been 31 mai^riages, 67 baptisms, and 50 
confirmations. 

Thus, altogether, since the foondatioa 
of the parish, 60 couples have been mar- 
ried according to the rites of the church. 
There have been, so fiur as the records in- 
form us, 107 baptisms and 67 confirma- 
tions. 

This record I quote, not to rejoice in its 
fulness, not to glory in the firuits, but 
simply to tell the truth in its meagreness. 
Perhaps more work might have been done* 
and more ought to have been done. These 
are only the beginnings and first fruits. If 
only thus few have been baptized and con- 
firmed in the most holy fiuth, yet these re- 
sults are not unimportant. God only knows 
what blessed influences may spring from 
these few persons if they only lead the 
rest of their lives according to such a be- 
ginning. Not a single rite has been per- 
formed of which it is possible for us to 
estimate.the multiplied and diversified in- 
fluences. What can be more beautiful 
and impressive than the marriage service 
according to the ritual of the Episcopal 
Church ? Who can go away without tears 
from the quiet altar, or fail to feel the 
holy benediction which is bestowed on the 
heads of the young couples, and can they, 
however thoughtiess, have ever gone away, 
and the particular form in which this cer- 
emony was celebrated, according to the 
church, have had no effect upon their 
after lives? Will nothing proceed firom 
the acts of those who have brought their 
children in £uth to the baptismal altar ; and 
when you have witnessed the beautiful rite 
of confirmation, and have heard the pa- 
triarchal benediction pronounced therein, 
have you considered that this, notwith- 
standing its temporary impressions, was 
but a mere empty show? Let me tell you 
that feeble as su^ the human agencies, 
littie as we can boast, few as are the nu- 
merical results which we can show, there 
is not an act which has been seriously and 
reverentiy jjerformed in this church, during 
these two score vears, which will not work 
with a never-ending, and still widening in- 
fluence. Those who have kneeled with 
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you at this altar in times gone by are scat- 
tered everywhere. They are thousands of 
miles away, but they remember what was 
done here, and they are inspired thereby 
with pleasant thoughts and sweet affec- 
tions, and away off in the wide prairie, 
or some remote wilderness, they go and 
plant an ofishoot of the little vine which 
they have helped to nurture here; and 
that, too, will grow, and leave out, and 
blossom, and bear fruit abundantly. 

But let us further review our course thus 
for. This church, in the aggregation of 
its first members, consisted of a mere nu- 
cleus. It was so very small and weak as 
hardly to excite in the minds of others not 
attached to it, the apprehension that it 
would encroach unduly. Those^first mem- 
bers were not men of great wealth. The 
most of them had not been educated or 
brought up in the Episcopal Church. Col- 
lected around them there were a few others 
who lent countenance and material sup- 
port. Some came from mere personal re- 
gard for those who have in turn adminis- 
tered to you ; some from a sentiment of 
predilection for the mild, genial, libera] 
and uncensorious spirit of the 'Episcopal 
Church ; others from a true admiration of 
her forms of prayer and liturgic worship. 
They were drawn by all these causes rather 
than by a particular perception or regard for 
her apostolic constitution or distinctive 
principles. It was not a homogeneous 
society. Many who had a distinct faith of 
their own, differing in important particulars 
from our confessed standard of doctrine, 
very kindly, and with a very liberal spirit, 
notwithstanding this difference, gave of 
their means and do to thb day. And I 
take this occasion to say, that if some few 
of them, not many it is to be hoped, should 
go out from this fold, where they can find 
those precise shades of doctrine which 
they profess to hold, we should be, in turn 
to them as individuals, well wishers, and 
rather remember their kind offices in the 
past than feel inclined to censure them for 
what they may choose to do, and have a 
right to do in the future. For myself, 
they will have my personal esteem and re- 
gard. The smallness of your numbers was 



then the first drawback, but that was pre- 
cisely the same as attached to the first 
origin of Christianity itself. Outside of 
the pale there was, as was to be expected, 
the usual amount of prejudice and mis- 
apprehension on the part of those from 
whom we differ in constitution and gov- 
ernment, rather than in essential Chris- 
tian doctrine. This might have been 
greater had not your first rectors been men 
of placable temper and of good judgment. 
A rash, zealous, impracticable churchman 
might have destroyed this new project in 
the embrj'o. 

In the book of your records there is fre- 
quent allusion to a church debt unliquidated, 
and discussion of means and steps to be 
taken to wipe it out, for no society can 
make satisfactory progress with an over- 
hanging debt. Such was the condition of 
things in 1854, when I first entered upon 
the duties of rector. Of the remaining 
matters it is now more difficult and delicate 
for me to speak, yet you will expect that 
something should be said. The society 
was then small ; it is so still, for it is yet 
comparatively in its infancy, and those 
who have gone before me, as well as my-% 
self, have been only pioneers. The best 
years of my life and the best fruits of my 
education have been given here, with very 
imperfect results for the present, but when 
better men shall come after me, they will 
reap. The past will not have been in vain. 
For eleven years I have administered in 
this parish, and though neither very strong 
or very robust, have been kept fix)m this 
desk but one Sunday by sickness. It 
might be alleged, and no doubt justly, 
that it might have been possible for me to 
have advanced the cause of the sodety 
with more onset and vigor. You have had 
the best opportunity, by the longest ac- 
quaintance with me, to know those im- 
perfections which are bound up in my very 
nature. At the same time I trust it will 
not be considered indelicate if I refer to 
some of the general principles which I 
have endeavored to follow out in the di- 
rection of this parish. Here there is, we 
may say, a comparatively fixed population 
with regard to numbers — not otherwise. 
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for our young people are drained off when 
they might be of .service to us, and go to 
contribute their energies to the develop- 
ment of the mighty West. There is no 
surplus population as in some teeming, 
overflowing town, where an active, bustling 

• minister could go forth into the streetsand 
alleys and gather a flock. The ground had 
been pre-occupied by religious bodies, with 
their prescriptive limits well defined, and a 
mere proselyting spirit would, it seems to 
me, have accomplished little in attempting 
to cross these bounds, nor have I directly 
or knowingly interfered with any one^s 
rights, or wounded any in their preposses- 
sions or prejudices. Spasmodic move- 
ments <^ any kind have not been tried, 
but the quiet, regular routine of the church 
in the r^;ular administration of the ser- 
vices and sacraments, on all the principal 
appointed days throughout the year, wheth- 
er &sts or festivals, has been trusted to 
work its slow, steady, but ultimately sure, 
results. With thin numbers, and an in- 
clement season nearly half the year — mem- 
bers of the parish living at fu- distances — 
I have not attempted to carry out the cathe- 

9 dral system of the church to any greater ex- 
tent ; firstly, because in a given time I am on- 
ly capable of accomplishing a given amount 
of intellectual work, and secondly, be- 
cause, in my judgment, our present circum- 
stances did not seem to warrant it. While 
no great stickler for minute forms, nice in- 
terpretation, and slavish adherence to ru- 
brics, or to whatever, according to my own 
common sense, I r^;ard of small moment 
compared with weightier matters, I have 
endeavored to conform to the general sys- 
tem of the church in all its essential par- 
ticulars — but that I should stand up here 
and assert that I have performed my full 
duty, God forbid. Outside of official min- 
istrations it has been my endeavor to keep 
the members of this flock together by the 
cords of kindly fellowship, in the unity of 
spirit and in the bonds of peace ; to assuage 
differences and to heal wounds. Of the 
sacred ties which have connected me to 
many in a place, where, notwithstanding 
my mistakes or £iults, there has been ac- 
corded to me so long an almost unequalled 



kindly sentiment, I do not propose to speak 
now. In consequence of new movements, 
you have reached a phase which will call 
for the exercise of your best judgment, and 
I would desire to state correctly the posi- 
tion in which the parish now stands. The 
church debt, which had been an incubus 
from the foundation, has been deared away. 
There is not, to my knowledge, a cent of it 
remaining. This is not due to my activi- 
ties, but to those of others, yet it is a, 
source of gratitude to me that it has been 
done in my time. You have an organ of 
the finest tone and most perfect workman- 
ship, and the constancy and effect with 
which the attractive musical services of the 
church have been maintained, has been 
extraordinary for a parish of limited extent 
and means, and is known and acknowledg- 
ed throughout the State. In the Capital, 
where many resort, it is of the utmost im- 
portance that the Episcopal services should 
be rendered as perfectly as means will 
permit, in all their parts. 

With regard to numbers at present, of 
those directly or indirectly, from prindi^e 
or from preference, attached to this church, 
there are. more than enough, when fully 
brought together, to fill all these seats. 
You have, in£act, sufficientstrengthforthe 
day and generation— only comparative 
weakness. The root is firmly implanted 
in the ground. It cannot be torn up— by 
the grace of God — no, never. You who 
have stood by when that germ was sown, 
may live to rejoice in the luxuriant foliage 
and fruitage of the vine. But you must 
give to it a more assiduous culture. There 
must be more corps d^esfrU — above all, 
more ardent affection for the cause of 
Christ, as well as for this church of Christ 
— more perfect co-operation, unity of pur- 
pose and brotherly love. Perhaps with 
even a litde interval of flagging despond- 
ency, the slow work of years might be un- 
done. Stand together with more decision 
than you have done before, and you are 
stronger than you ever have been. 

An edifice, strong, substantial, beautiful 
in architectural proportions, will be built 
at some time after I am gone. I should 
have accounted it an honor, had you 
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chosen to accord it, not to a stranger, but He left a widow and two sons. Mrs. 

to me, who have spent here the best portion Shelton, who now lives in Carthage Land- 

of my life, to see, at least, the incipience ing, was Rebecca R. S. Conkling, daugh- 

of that undertaking. But perhaps at some ter of David S. Conkling, (a brother of 

future day when I shall come here, my Judge Alfred Conkling,) who married Isa- 

eyes may be greeted by the tapering spire, bella Fletcher, a daughter of Col. Fletcher 

surmounted by the cross, and my ears of the British Army, who was a descend- 

charmed by the sound of musical chimes ant of Fletcher, the dramatist. Of the six 

on the clear mountain air, upon some children of Dr. and Mrs. Shelton, four are 

golden Sunday or on some festive holiday, dead. The two oldest, born in New York 

Present or absent, my thoughts shall city, died of scarlet fever in Montpelier the 

often recur to these courts endeared to me, second year after they came here ; a baby . 

not only by mournful, but by all pleasing 8 months old, also died in Montpelier. 

and delightful associations, and I shall hope The second year after they went to Car- 

to join with you in the same prayers which thage Landing, a boy of thirteen died, 

we have repeated to-day, and to have my The two youngest sons are now living, and 

soul uplifted by the same sacred melodies, are in business in Omaha. The older of 

It will be a great trial of my life to part them graduated at Trinity College, Hart- 

with you, and I trust that I can say with ford, in 1879. 

the Psalmist David, when he expressed his Dr. Shelton was a man of marked influ- 

joy at being called on to go up to the ence on the parishes of which he had 

sanctuary, and when he extolled the Holy charge, and this, though he had, and none 

City—** Peace be within thy walls, and knew it better than he, but little of what 

prosperity within thy palaces. For my is known as executive or business ability in 

brethren and companions' sakes, I will now his make-up. His preaching was of the 

say, Peace be within thee." best, and his own life was, in its Christian 



REV. FREDERICK W. SHELTON, LL. D. 
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graces, a model. 

Dr. Shelton's writing, whether in ser- 
mon or in book, had many charms for all 

Frederick W. Shelton was born in Ja- ^^° ^"^'^ ^^ '■^^^- ^^ ^"^ ^'^^^^ ^"^ ^^ 

maica, Long Island, in 1814, and died at "Churchman" of July 23, 1881, is found 

Carthage Landing, N. Y., June 20, 1881. *^^ toWomng: 

He was the. son of Nathan Shelton, an ..i^u^'^if^l^lV^f^ 

... ,,. . ' faculty amounted almost, if not absolutely, 

emment physician. His preparation for to genius. His invention was fertile and 

college was at the Jamaica Institute, and various, his £ancy delicate, and his humor 

he graduated from the College of New ever fresh and delightful. His mind was 

Jersey, Princeton, and from the General of the same type with Washington Irving's, 

1,, •; • 1 ^ . „ J.J although It was marked by a my.stical force 

Theological Seminary. He was ordained and tendency, evinced by the romance and 

in 1847, and was rector successively in allegory it gave birth to, which the elder 

Huntington. L. I. ; Fishkill, N. Y. ; Mont- and greaterwriter has not exhibited. While 

pelier ; and Carthage Landing. (Low Point,) a coflegkn he be^e a contributor to the 

tL , , ^ ^ XT T7 TT r Knickerbocker Magazine, then and for 

Dutchess County, N. Y. He for some n,any years afterw^d the chief organ of 

months in 1848 officiated in Montpelier in American oeriodical literature. Before 

the absence of Mr. Manser, and was rector he came of^ age, Bartlett & Melford pub- 

of Christ Church from 1854 to 1866. Dr. H^.Jl^^,/^''. ^i°> * ^^r« i? rhyme entitied, 

cu u *r 1. *. T- -*u T J "TroUopiad; or, Travelhng Gentleman m 

Shelton went from here to Carthage Land- America." annotated with Scetches of the 

ing. where he remained rector till his series of foreign travellers whose flippant 

death. His home at Carthage Landing descriotions of the land of freedom once 

was beautifully situated on the banks of Proyo^ed the ire of our native writers, 

.u TT J J u- '^ s.' *i. Besides many papers buned under the 

the Hudson, and his situation there was ^^^^^ ^f divers i^ines. he publUhed 

one well suited to a man of thoughtful and ««Gold Mania," 1850; **The Use and 

genial temperament. Abuse of Reason," 1850, and other minor 



430 



VERMONT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 



works, and " Salander and the Dragon — a 
romance," 1851 ; "The Rector of St. Bar- 
dolphs," 1 853, (second edition, 1856) ; *'Up 
the River," 1853; " Chrystalline ; or. The 
Heiress of Fall Down Casde — a romance," 
1854; ••Peeps from the Belfry; or. The 
Parish Sketch Book," 1855, (second edi- 
tion, 1856.) Latterly he has spent much 
thne and labor upon a translation of sev- 
eral of the •* Dialogues of Plato," and it i§ 
believed that his manuscript b ready for 
the press. It should also be said that hb 
sermons were characteristic compositions, 
original in thought, brightened often by 
unconscious strokes of humor and quicken- 
ed by touches of genuine pathos. 

Among the resolutions passed by the 
<^c^' present at the funeral of Dr. Shel- 
ton, was one in which they said, •• we bear 
our willing and grateful testimony to the 
delightful personal character of our dear 
friend, to the exquisite charm of his con- 
versation, to his genial hospitality, to the 
high principle which singularly distinguish- 
ed him, and to the sweetness, humility and 
devotion of his Christian life and walk." 

Two weeks after his death, a committee, 
consisting of Charles Dewey, Fred E. 
Smith, J. W. Ellis and T. C. Phinney, for 
the wardens, vestry and parish of Christ 
Church, said in a letter to Mrs. Shelton, of 
which a copy is spread upon the parish 
records: 

We remember the loyal service which he 
did for Christ while Rector in this Parish. 
We recall how he faithfully ministered the 
sacraments of life. We think of the in- 
structions which his lips gave and his walk 
enforced. We re\*iew the memor}' of his 
presence when joy was warm and fresh in 
our homes, and when sorrow brooded 
heavily upon us. We think of him as the 
genial friend who was with us, and whom 
we rejoiced to have with us. We call up 
the past relations which he bore in this 
community as a man and citizen. And al- 
though we have but recentiy learned the 
story of his declining health from his own 
lips, and felt, with him, that his life could 
not be protracted ver>' long, the news of 
his going away has come to us to awaken a 
host of memories which we cannot name, 
but only suggest. We desire to assure you 
that at this hour our prayers and thoughts 
are with you, and that we are only repre- 
sentatives of many in whom the recent 
tidings have revived many fond recollec- 
tions of that one who has gone on but a 
littie while before. 



From several unpublished poems of Mr. 
Shelton, which, with the historical sermon, 
were kindly sent to us by Mrs. Shelton 
to select from, we give : — 

THE SKEPTIC TO HIS SOUL. 

*• Aalmala, Ttfola, Maadala, 
Hocpei eoneaoae eoiporta, 
Qua Birae ablMs tai loo, 
Anidala, rigkla. BiHtola, 
Nee, nt aolm, dabit Joeost** 



iBTlilbleoM! UtUeelfl 

Wlw makeat my boMm thy : 
Hid away in Um mfcUt otmjmU, 

I have asked Kbee, like Hadiiaa of Boom, 
Have Implored with a paarionate cry. 
With a tear of aftetSon, a aigli, 

Cooie, ten me a part or tbe wiMile, 
Wbat IB it, what IB tt to diet 
Bat oerer a word in reply, 

Ot IVyebe, my Dartlag, my 8oal! 

Say, Ib It not doe to my lore, 

Tlioa eloee-DeetUnsooe, wtaped-dovo, 

Slnee tlKM hast beea with me flrom Mrth, 
Tiftovgfa thoa earnest down ttom aboTC, 

Aad I am a elod of tlie earth? 
Near, near as my tremaloss hearty 

Why Ikr, Ikr away as tlie pole. 
Gaest of mine that tlioa wilt not Impart, 
Nor tell thy poor Mend what thoa art, 
Ib a Tolee or as ton as a breath 
Am it sUps from the ehiD Itps «4^ death. 

Or load as the thaaders that ron. 
While I staod with ezpectaaee aad watt. 
Like a befEgar for enambs at a gate. 

Oh Psyehe, my Darting, my Bool! 

Forerer I eoant thee withta 

Tbe retreat of thy Inaennost dirlae. 
Hot enwrapt In a body of sin 

Shrink as if nt>m a presence diriae. 
And vain are my stra gg l es to win 

What no art of the liTing eVr stole, 
Tbe key of the mystery dread. 

And rifle it flrom thy eontroL • 
TiKNi giT^st it alone to the dead. 
As be lies in his eoKU narrow bed, 

Ob Psyche, my Darling, my Bool! 

Thns I eon thy enigma, my wife. 

One more blind than tbe Sfdtinzeonld propose. 
That we, fondly wedded throogh life. 

Should be only acqnaint at its close. 
Ah! canse of contention and strife! 
That thoa wilt not breatlie in my ear 

What Is writ 00 thy mystical seroU, 
Hot keep*st It away ttom thy dear 
As If It were sometbinir to fear, 

Ob Psyehe, mj Darling, my Soal! 

•In tbe twiliKbl of groves I have stood. 

In the shadow of solltades vast. 
Where nothing of earth could intrude. 
To question ray soul as I would 

And wrin^ out tbe secret at last. 

But tlie nif ht, it is coming on fast. 
When thou shalt be winging thy flight 

Toward the rivers of crystal that roll 

Through the regions of beauty, thy goal; 
I shall know what tliou It no west, aright, 
1 shall go where thou goest ibat night. 

Oh Psyche, my Darling, my Soul! 
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EXTRACTS 

From a Poem entitled ^Tm 8ibx«8.** delivered be- 
fore the Literary Societies of Korwleb 
UnlTer«lt7« Aag. 17, 1865. 

Ye who embark aa with the risen san. 
On the mde sea, llfB*s Toyage Jost began, 
ET*n as the East the rosy day-dawn streaks 
With parple light ofyoath apon year eheeks, 

Ponder the story well. 
Whatever shore 70a reach, wherever you may dwell! 

When ye afiproaeh the realm 
Of weird enchantment, steady hold the helm. 

For toon the Siren strain 

Will Tlslt yon again. 

Impalpable and flne. 

As If It were divine. 

Sweet as it was of yore. 

Begnlllng evermore, 
Lare yon to mln on the rock<-boand coast. 
Where all yonr preclons argosy Is lost. 

Hence ye delusive Joys! 
Stop, stop yonr listening ears with wax, my boys! 
Or mixed with silvery volce<yoa may hark 

The sea dogs bark! 
Lo! Sylla and Oharybdls on each side 

Are yawning wide! 
With strong determination bind yourselves. 
Nor own the fitters of perfidious elves. 
When the wild nymph of Pleasure from her lair 
Spreads her white arms and makes her bosom bare. 
And beckons as she shakes her flowing locks 
To woo, and lure you to the perilous rocks. 
Fly from the promise of Elyslan Joys, 
Cling to your oars for life, and pull, my boys! 

Where dwells not soul-destroying witchery? 
Whither we fly- 
To try her subtle arts 
On these fond, beating hearts. 
With necromantic spell 
To lead thro* Error^s portals down to hell- 
Watching our frail barques as we glide apace. 
On to eternal glory or disgrace. 
Around her may be amaranthine bloom. 
Flowers of loveliest hue and sweet perAime. 
And she Is sometime beantlfbl ; her wand 
Holds, like a goddess. In her milk-white hand: 
Beams a fond welcome from her starry eyes, 
And all the waste Is changed to Paradise. 
Ye mariners! ye red-lipped, rosy yontb. 
Oh! list the music of celestial truth; 
For Duty Is the polar star to guide 
To home, to Heaven, In spite of wind or tide. 
Should folly tempt yon with lis base alloys. 
Cling to your oars for life, and pull, my boys! 
Regard Ulysses In his golden prime, ^ 
And reign like him upon a throne sublime. 

Even vice may have a face 

Of bright, potential charm, 
A sofU bewildering grace 

To mitigate alarm. 
Of flowers she weaves her chain 

To bind the victim up, 
Love-phlltres for the brain 
Are mingled In her cup. 
She with fleet and gay advances, 
Son^ and viol, maay dances. 
Glancing smiles with each emotion. 
Like the sunbeams on the oceaUf 
Woos you from the path of glorj. 
Beckoning from her promontory. 
Sec thro* the flimsy ganxe, and spurn her Joys, 
Cling to your oars for life, and pull, my boys! 



Where dwells the craven coward on these hills? 
Oft glittering with their diadems of snow,— 

The air Is fraught with freedom, and the rills 
Leap forth, and chant Its pmm as they go. 

The pulses brat, the heart with rapture thrills 
At the all-beantlAil, mi^estlc scene. 
Mountains on mountains piled, sweet vales between. 
It is the dime where stalwart men have birth, 
Fnll-paooplled as from the very earth. 
When the war-bagle sounds the first alarms 
Peak back to sun-lit peak clamors, to arms! to arms! 

Once when the tide of battle raved. 
And rolled o*er many a blood-stained wreck. 

And the Star-Spangled banner waved 
Beneath tlie old Chapultepee; 

When Mexlc legions numbered strong. 
And gleamed on high their pennonM spears, 

A horseman bore the word along. 
Where stood the bold Green-Mountaineers, 

^ Help ftom Vermont, npon the right! 
Our ranks jure reeling and unsteady! "* 

Then rose the wild shriek of delight 

From those who never quailed In fight, 
^ Aye, aye, Vxbmont is usady! ** 

Onward they dashed upon the foes. 
As loose the mountain torrents break. 

And swift the starry banner rose 
Above the old Chapnltepec 
Tlien ever let ite watchword fly 
From rank to rank to rank, from earth to sky, 
And Echo catch the glad reply- 
Vermont is ready! 

SOLDIER BOY TO HIS GREEN MOUNTAIN 

MARY. 
Oh, sweet is the breath of the morning 
And sparkling the dew on the lawn. 
When fresh is the summer's adorning. 

And the winter is over and gone. 
But my Mary is purer and sweeter. 

And bright as tlie day-sUr of Truth, 
When waking or dreaming I meet her. 
In the light and the freshness of youth. 
She has cheered on her soldier to duty. 

Though afkr from the scenes of his toll. 
From htr home by the river of beauty. 
On the banks of tlie charming Lamoille. 

Oh. sweet is the carol of bIrdUngs, 

When the foresU are budding in May, 
When the bobolink sings in the meadow. 

And Robin replies on the spray; 
But In silence and gloom of midwinter. 

In battle with treason and wrong. 
One thought on the fsce of my Mary 
Steals Into my heart like a song. 
80 she tiheers on her soldier to duty, 

Though aAur from the scenes of his toil. 
From her home by the river of beauty, 
On the banks of the charming Lamoille. 

Oh, dear is the home of my childhood. 
Each valley, and mountain and lea. 
But vain without love Is the wild wood, 
Without love in the land of the free. 
When the flag floats from ocean to ocean. 

And the din of the battie is o*er, 
I wlU fly on the wings of devotion. 
And part with my Mary no more. 
Then she*U welcome her soldier ttom dnty 

To her arms from the scenes of his toll. 
By her own lov'd river of beauty 
On the banks of the charming Laoiollle. 
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Contintud from Poff 389- 
Rev. JeFemiah O'Callaghan, a priest of 
the Diocese of Corii. Ireland, was sent by 
Bishop Fenwick, of Boston, to BurlingtoD 
in the month of July, 1830. From this 
time tiU 1851, he must ha\-e occasionally 
visited the CatboUcs of MootpeUer, but no 
records exist of his laboring amongst them. 
Father O'Callaghan died at Holyoke, 
Mass., in the year 1861. About the year 
1850, Rev. H. Drolet, a Canadian priest, 
was sent to reside at Montpelier. He 
lived here till the £dl of 1854, when he re- 
turned to Canada, where he died. He it 
was who bought the old Court House, 
which was used as a chuich until the erec- 
tion of the present edifice by Father Druon . 
After the departure of Father Drolet, the 
Montpelier Catholic congregation was at- 
tended by the Oblate Fathers from Bur- 
lioglon until November. 1856, when Verj- 
Rev. Z. DruoQ became pastor af the Cath- 
olic congregation, and officiated here as 
such uatil July 15, 1864, when he was re- 
placed by Rev. Joseph Duglue. 

+ Louts, Bp. of Burlington. 



ST. augustime's. 
Rev. Z. Druon, while in cha;^ of this 
parish, btiilt in 1859 the present church, 
dedicated to St. Augustine, and purchased 
a church burying-ground. Father Duglue 
made some improvement on tfie church and 
house for the priest, and built a good 
school building on a lot adjoining the 
church, wbieh commands a fine view of 
the village and State House grounds. Thii 
institution was given in charge to ladies 
from St. Joseph's, Barlington, who have a 
large and fiourisbing school here. 

Rev. Z. Druok, V. G. 
O'Callaghan, Rev. Jekemiah. A Crit- 
ical Review of Mr. J. K. Converse's 
Calvinistic Sermon ; also, of the Errone- 
ous proposition of Two Innovators, by 
the Rev. Jeremiah O'Callaghan. R. C. 
Priest, BurUngton, Vt. Birliiigtim: 
FrirUed for the Author, 1834. i6mo. 
p. 58. 
— Usury, Funds and Banks ; also, fore- 
stalling Traffic and Monopoly: likewise 
Pew Rent and Crave TaT ; together with 
Burking and Dissecting ; as well as the 
Gallican Liberties, are all repugnant to 
the Divine and Ecclesiastical Laws and 
Deslnictive to Civil Society. To which 
is prefixed a Narrative of the Author's 
Controversy with Bishop Coppingcr, 
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and of his sufferings for justice^s sake, 
by the Rev. Jeremiah O^Callaghkn, 
Roman Catholic Priest. Burlif^on : 
' Printed far the Author y 1834. 8vo. p. 
380. 

— ^The Creation and Offspring of the Prot- 
^estant Church; also the Vagaries and 
Heresies of John Henry Hopkins, Prot- 
estant Bishop ; and of other False Teach- 
ers. To which is added a Treatise on 
the Holy Scriptures, Priesthood and 
Matrimony. By Jeremiah O^Callaghan, 
Roman Catholic Priest. Burlington: 

. Printed for the Author^ 1837. 12 mo. 
p. 328. 

— Exposure of the Vermont Banking, by 
• the Rev. Jeremiah O'Callaghan, Roman 
Catholic Priest. Burlington: Free Press 
Print, 8 vo. p. 32* 

— Atheism of Brownson^s Review — Unity 
and Trinity of God — Divinity and Hu- 
manity of Christ Jesus — Banks and 
Paper Money. Burlington^ Vt., 1852. 
R. C. 8 vo. pp. 306, (2.) 

— The Hedge round about the Vineyard, 
Dressed up. 1844. 12 mo. p. 360. 

Father O^Callaghan labored at Burling- 
ton with much success from 1830 to 1852. 

—OilmanU Bibliography of Vt, 

The books of Father O^Callaghan, that 
we have examined, have considerable pith. 
The attack on Brownson's Review was 
during his transformation, before he had 
come up to the Catholic standard. His 
biography (Brownson's) belongs to our 
next volume, or Windsor Co. 

Between the visits of Reverend Father 
O'Callaghan and Father Drolet, was the 
missionary labors of Rev. John Daly for a 
time, his field reaching from Canada to 
Brattleboro. We have not learned more of 
him. 

REV. H. DROLET, 

the first resident priest at Montpelier, must 
have come here to reside, we think, as 
early as 1850, as we learn by a letter of 
Gen. Clarke, Secretary to the Senate, who 
was here at the time, that the old Court 
House that Father Drolet purchased, as 
the Bishop states, was used as a church in 
the fall of 1850, and we find Father Drolet, 
or the General for him — the General took 
charge of the matter — succeeding in *' bor- 
rowing ground ^^ oi the Legislature for the 
society to build a vestry on in the rear of 
the old Court House, then used as a 



church, (or to the left hand,) the site, we 

understand, of the present church. 

From a letter of Gen. D. W. C. Clarke 

to his wife, Nov. 3, 1850 : 

I attended mass at Montpelier, Friday 
morning, (All Saints,) stealing quietly 
away from my seat in the Senate Chamber 
for that puipose. The poor Catholics 
looked upon me with surprise as I knelt 
among them, and declined the offer of a 
** better place. ^^ I rather like^ you know, 
to kneel right among the most humble, and 
God knows I belong there. Mass was cel- 
ebrated in the new church the Catholics 
are finishing off, (it was formerly the Court 
House,) within a dozen rods of the State 
House. The interior is wholly unfinished, 

but it did seem to me, like 
worshipping God *• in His holy temple." 

Acts of 1850, No, 87 — Resolution grant- 
ing license to a religious society to occupy 
a piece of the land of the State near the 
State House : 

Resolved^ by the Senate and House of 
Representatives, That the Sergeant-at- 
Arms is authorized to permit the Religious 
Society who are fitting up and repairing 
the old Court House, on the east side of 
the public grounds, for the purpose of re- 
ligious worship, to occupy so much land 
belonging to the State as may be necessary 
for the erection of a vestry room in the 
rear of said building ; provided, however, 
this resolution may be revoked at any 
time, by joint resolution of the two houses 
of the Legislature. 

The above resolution was adopted Nov. 
I3» 1850. 

The General, and his friends in the 
Senate and in the House, having got the 
loan of the land, it eventuated soon after 
in the purchase of it. 

Father Drolet was bom in the city of 
Quebec, Canada, and died in the Parish of 
St. Jude, Diocese of St. Hyacinth, be- 
tween the years 1861 and 1863. 

Rev. Father B. Maloney and Father 
Coopman, Oblates, attended Montpelier 
from Jan. 1856 to Nov. 1856. 

REV. ZEPHYRINUS DRUON, V. G., 

was bom Mar. 14, 1830, at Vendin le Vieil 
Pas de Calais, and ordained priest, July 3, 
1853, at Beauvab, France. He studied 
for the priesthood in the Grand Seminary 
of Arras ; came to this country in August, 
1850, with Bishop Rappe ; continued his 
theological studies in Cleveland, O., and 
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finished them at Paris in the Seminary of 
St. Sulpice ; went back to Cleveland ; was 
curate at the cathedral there 4 months ; 
came to Vermont, January, 1854; was the 
residing priest of Bennington, i year ; of 
East Rutland, 2 years ; of MonQ)elier, 8 or 
9 years ; finally of St. Albans, 16 years to 
the present. He was very much honored 
and esteemed in MonQ)elier. He has been 
called, and undoubtedly is, the mostschol- 
ariy , piquant and solid preacher and writer 
of the Catholic clergy in the State. He 
received his appointment as Vicar General 
in 1864, or at the end of the year 1863. 

REV. JOSEPH DUGLUE 

was bom Sept. 3, 1834, at Carentoir, 
Morbihan, France. He studied for the 
priesthood in the Grand Seminary of 
Vannes, came to this country in September, 
1855, with Bishop de Goesbriand, and 
continued his theological studies in the 
Grand Seminary at St. Sulpice, at Balti- 
more, Maryland, and was ordained priest 
at Burlington, Feb. 4,' 1857. He was first 
sent to MiddlebuT}', then, in i860, he was 
caUed to the cathedral. At the end of the 
year 1862, he was appointed to Fairfield, 
where he remained until July, 1864, when 
he was appointed to Montpelier. In 1877, 
he went to France, on account of ill health, 
and was absent one year. On his return, 
he was sent to Waterbury, where he was 
three months, when, in January, 1879, he 
vras replaced at Montpelier, where he is 
now pastor, of whom we may say, to quote 
the words of a priest. Father McLaughlin, 
of Brandon, in his silver jubilee discourse, 
*• Father Duglue, the Priest at the Capital, 
if it would not be savoring of a joke, 
I should say is a capital Priest.^ 

The interior of St. Augustine's is 
very plain for a Catholic church. The 
building is small, and the church will only 
seat about 950. There are two side aisles, 
but no centre aisle. The windows have 
only a partial coloring of red glass in the 
top. Between the windows, in simple 
black wood frames, the stations of the 
cross run along the walls, as in every Cath- 
olic chapel — the representative via doloro- 
sa — the path of dolor from Pilate^s hall to 



the Tomb in the Garden. The chancel, 
too, is poor in art — ^very poor— only the 
little side altars in the for^;round at tlu; 
right and left, of the Blessed Virgin and 
St. Joseph ; in the main chancel, a very 
plain wood altar, the figure of St. Augus- 
tine in the wall-niche over behind ; two 
Sacred Heart pictures on the wall beside. 
The oldest church in Christendom is plant- 
ed on the Capital Hill in almost as poor a 
state as the Cave at Bethlehem. The re- 
ligion of Rome has not been long intro- 
duced in this county. There are but three 
oth^ Catholic churches in the whole 
county, yet. One might eiqxct to find a 
handsome church at the Capital — a church 
more suitable to the place — ^an edifice sec- 
ond to none in the State in magnitude and 
decoration. Feeling particulariy the want 
thereof on this honorable and beautiful 
hillside, still the poor coiigr^;ation go in 
and out, a look very well content in their 
faces — a respectable throng every Sun- 
day and hofiday. The motheriy church 
ad24)ts herself sweetly to all peoples and all 
conditions, in the grandeurs of the cathe- 
dral, in the poorest mission chapd, ever to 
the Catholic his true Alma Mater. 

The Catholiccemetery of St. Augustine's, 
which is a little above Main street, in Clay 
Hill district, the land for which was bought 
of Thomas Reed and Charles Clark, Dec. 
1857, was not deeded or inclosed and 
blessed by the Bishop until i860. The 
first grave made therein was that of Ed- 
ward Cadieu, a young child of Theophile 
Cadieu. About an acre adjoining was 
bought of George Jacobs, Nov. 1879, ^^<^ 
blessed by Rev. Joseph Duglue, Septem- 
ber 5, 1880. 

ST. MICHAEL^S SCHOOL, 

of which Father Druon speaks as com- 
manding a fine \iew upon the hillside, is 
situated a little to the east of the church of 
St. Augustine. Outwardly, the ample 
white building, with a cross on its roof, 
attracts the eye from the street ; within, it 
is pleasantly and comfortably furnished. 
Five ladies reside at the institution, and 
have a school of some over 170 pupils. It 
has been put down 200. Father Duglue 



MONTPELIER. 



425 



thinks ** it will average 170 daily attend- 
ance and some over/^ The Young Ladies 
Sodality of B. V. M. of this congregation 
is always presided over by one of the la- 
dies of St. MichaePs, and is the best ap- 
pearing Sodality of Catholic young ladies 
that we know of in the State. 

We learn since the above was in print 
that the old Court House was bought of 
J. Barnard Langdon in 1850; also by a 
letter of Father Drolet to Bishop Fitzpat- 
rick of Boston, work was first commenced 
on remodeling the old Court House into a 
Church, July,' 1850. 

Moreover that Father Duglue has had 
the honor to say mass at Barre, Sunday, 
Nov. 13, 1881, supposed to be the first 
Catholic service ever held at that place. 



THE BAPTIST CHURCH OF MONTPELIER. 

rUBinSHED BY THE PASTOR. 

[The flrtt part of the (bllowlng Htstorioal Sketch of 
tbli eborch was wrltlen by Col. H. D. Hopkins 
aboot the time of the dedication of their house of 
worship, and pablished in a Montpeller paper Feb. 

^ 6,187J5.J 

**The church was organized in June, 1865, 
with 14 members, only five of whom were 
males. Hon. Joseph Rowell — since de- 
ceased — and Philip Hill, Esq., were chosen 
Deacons pro tem^ and the Rev. Rufus 
Smith, who was agent for the denomination 
within the State, was chosen Clerk. Mr. 
Smith also supplied the pulpit of the con- 
gregation on the Sabbath — sometimes by 
occupying it himself, and sometimes by 
arrangement with other clergymen in the 
vicinity. The first Sunday services of this 
young church were in Village Hall. 

October, 1865, a call was given to Rev. 
H. D. Hodge to become pastor, who declin- 
ed. February following a call was given to 
Rev. N. P. Foster, M. D., of Burlington, 
and he accepted, but did not enter upon the 
pastorate until October of the same year. 
Up to this time 1 1 persons were added to 
the church, four of whom entered by profes- 
sion of faith. Dr. Foster remained with 
the church till April, 1869, during which 
time, as would appear by the results, he 
labored faithfully and well for the growth 
of the church and the success of the Re- 
deemer's Kingdom. While he was pastor, 
17 persons were added to the church. The 



little organization of 1865 had in less than 
four years more than tripled its member- 
ship. 

The second pastor was Rev, William 
Fitz, who began his labors in September, 
1869, and closed them in November, 1871. 
He was a faithful minister, a pleasant, 
companionable man, an able preacher, and 
was highly esteemed outside the denomi- 
nation, as well as in. The church received 
21 members during his pastorate of a little 
more than 2 years. The third and present 
pastor, the Rev. N. Newton Glazier, began 
his labors in January of last year, and the 
friends of the Society and congregation 
can wish them nothing better in the line 
of human ministries, we are sure, than that 
he may long remain with them. A young 
man, a growing and a good man, he seems 
specially fitted to lead on this people in their 
work in the world. 9 persons were added 
to the church in the first year of his minis- 
try. This brings a partial history of this 
organization down to the present time, 
(Feb., 1873,) 58 members having been 
added to the 14 who originally united to 
form it. Two persons — one of them the 
Hon. Joseph Rowell, one of the founders 
of this church, and long an ardent friend 
and supporter of the denomination, — have 
died from among its members, and by re- 
movals it has suffered further depletion, so 
that its present number is 57. In July, 
1869, ^^ church elected as its deacons, 
£. £. Andrews and £. S. Hibbard. In 
August of 1865, a Sunday School in con- 
nection with the church was organized, 
over which Mr. Hibbard was chosen Su- 
perintendant, and he still holds the office, 
(Feb., 1873) laboring with true christian 
zeal to make it successful in its work. 

We have stated that this people began 
worship in Village Hall. Remaining there 
a few months, they removed to Freeman 
Hall — the apartment now occupied by the 
Temple of Honor; and then on the 12th 
of November, they removed to the Court 
House. Here they remained till January 
of 1868, when they were ordered by the 
Assistant Judges of the County, against the 
remonstrance of nearly all the lawyers of 
the County, and many prominent citizens 
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of MonQ)elier, to vacate the premises, and 
it was done. Though they had been la- 
boring to the ultimate erection of a place 
of worship for their use, and were slowly 
gathering subscriptions for the purpose, 
it was the action of the court, the sending 
of them adrift, houseless as they were, 
which perhaps gave them the nerve neces- 
sary for such an undertaking ; and conse- 
quently they made ready, and on the 23d 
of March, ground was broken for the foun- 
dation of their new and beatiful church ed>- 
fice. During the summer w(m1c upon it was 
pushed forward with all possible vigor, and 
in November they were enabled to enter 
the basement, though at first it lacked win- 
dows. It is worthy of mention that from 
June, 1865, ^ ^^^ ti™c they worshipped 
in no less than 16 different rooms. It was 
therefore no wonder if on entering premi- 
ses they could call their own, though not 
the most inviting and comfortable, they 
felt to ** thank God and take courage.*^ 

The New Church edifice stands at the 
comer of School and St. Paul streets, 
finonting on the former. It is of wood, 
gothic in style, and of good proportions. 
It was built fi'om plans and specifications 
generously furnished to the society without 
expense by A. M. Bumham, Esq., archi- 
tect, and speaks well for his good taste as 
a builder. The size of the main building 
is 46 by 75 feet, the auditorium is 44 by 
61 feet, 26 feet high, with sloping ceilings, 
and will seat comfortably 400 persons. 
The choir galler}', which is only slightly el- 
evated and standing in the fi^ont end of 
the building, is finished with heavy rail 
and balustrades of black walnut. The or- 
gan loft, and the recess for the pulpit — the 
latter in the opposite end of the building — 
are finished with triple gothic arches and 
scroll corbets for pendants. The chancel 
is io by 30 feet, and contains robing-room 
aud baptismal font. It is reached both by 
stairs leading from the vestr>' below, and 
by steps from the auditorium. The base- 
ment is 10 feet high, and divided in a 
most desirable manner into vestibule, class- 
room, kitchen for sociables, etc. The 
spire and bell tower are situated in the left 
hand front comer, and are heavily mount- 



ed with gable and ofl^t buttresses and 
bracketed clock-£aures. The handsome spire 
rises to 140 feet, and on the right band 
rises another tower of smaller proportions, 
finished with double cornice, with buttres- 
ses ending in turrets and finials. The en- 
trance to the churdi is by doors in the 
towers, the larger 7 by 13 feet. The ves- 
try is reached both by a side door from 
St. Paul street and by stairs leading down 
fix>m the vestibule. The basement is fin- 
ished (externally) with rustic block-work,- 
projecting ten inches from the main build- 
ing, which forms a pedestal for buttresses 
to rest upon between the windows of the 
main auditory. The windows of the audi- 
torium are pointed gothic, with heavy 
stook aud corbets, and are set with figured 
glass of extremely pretty pattern. The 
pews are similar to those of Bethany 
Church, (of which Col. Hopkins is a loved 
and honored member,) heavy black wal- 
nut fiames, with black ash panels. The pul- 
pit, which is litde more than a desk for the 
Bible, is of new design, and is constructed 
of black and French walnut. The dian- 
cel is supplied with three massive chairs, of 
a style well fitted for the purpose. The 
walls and ceilings are frescoed in modem 
Persian arches, laid in colors attractive and 
beautiful. The f^lips are cushioned, and a 
carpet of modern figure and colors covers 
the floor of the chancel, auditorium and 
singers^ galler)-. The cost of the church 
was about $17,000. It is an ornament to 
the town, and a credit to the enterprise 
and self-denial of those by whose labors 
and calculations it has been reared. 

The dedication was on Jan. 29, 1873, at 
2 o*clock, in the presence of a crowded 
and interested audience. First, anthem, 
"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel i*^ 
Invocation and reading of Scripture, by 
Rev. \Vm. Fitz, the selection relating 
chiefly to God's House, its delights and 
uses ; prayer, by Rev. Mr. Morrow, of the 
Methodist church ; ** All hail the p)ower of 
Jesus' name," by choir and congregation ; 
sermon by Rev. Mr. Glazier, pastor ; text, 
** We preach Christ crucified ;'' an able ef- 
fort, delivered with much earnestness. 
After the sermon, chant, ** I will lift up 
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mine eyes unto the hills, from whence 
Cometh my help;" prayer of dedication, 
by Rev. Mr. Smith, of St. Albans, and the 
benediction. The services seemed to im- 
press all persons present as appropriate and 
interesting, and must have been especially 
so to the little company of believers whose 
earthly temple this house henceforth is 
to be." 

Col. Hopkins, a few weeks later, in an- 
other article wrote : ** The Baptist church 
is the only place in town where the build- 
ing and the organization occupying it bear 
the same name. It is characteristic of 
these people, we believe, that they fling 
their colors to the breeze. Coming to their 
beautiful church, you are made to feel that 
you are welcome. Their pastor, Rev. Mr. 
Glazier, will impress you as a man of char- 
acter, ability and earnestness. His pulpit 
efforts will not suffer in comparison with 
those of older and more notable men. 
The audience is at present small, but it is 
the confident expectation of the few that 
their numbers shall yearly increase. They 
are well united and commendably devoted 
to work." 

Mr. Glazier closed his pastorate on the 
last day of June, 1878, exactly six years 
and six months from its beginning. Dur- 
ing his pastorate fifty-eight members were 
received into the church, two of them being 
baptised by Mr. Glazier on the first Sun- 
day after his pastorate closed. He is a 
man of most lovable and forbearing spirit. 
His public discourse is rich and spiritual, 
and Biblical in doctrine. His private con- 
versation is elevating and remarkably en- 
tertaining. His departure from his people 
was like the parting from the old home of 
a son or a brother. After a lapse of three 
years, his discourses still linger forcefully 
in the minds of the people to whom he 
ministered, and the influence of his sweet 
temper and godly life abides as a benedic- 
tion, not only upon his devoted parishion- 
ers, but also upon the pastor who succeeds 
him. He is now the pastor of the strong 
Baptist church in South Abington, Mass. 

Rev. Henr>' A. Rogers, at present min- 
istering to the church, became its pastor 
Oct. 3, 1878, ordained by the church to 



the Gospel ministry, Nov. 7, following. 
The efforts of the church during the first 
3 years of his pastorate have been in the 
line of more perfect discipline and organiza- 
tion . Distinct departments of church work 
have been organized in the interest of 
foreign missions, home missions, the Ver- 
mont Baptist State Convention, music, 
education, parish gatherings, parish visit- 
ing, temperance and Sunday-schools. 

The Sunday-schools have been a marked 
feature in the history of the work of the 
church during this period. The school in 
the church has been making a gradual gain 
in numbers, and, we think, in efficiency, 
under the superintendencyof H. B. Wood- 
ward, H. J. Andrews and Ives Batchelder, 
successively, and now of Jas. H. Burpee. 
The services of the first three of these su- 
perintendents were lost to the church by 
their removal from the vicinity. 

A mission school was organized, three 
miles distant, at Wrightsville, Nov. 27, 
1878, S. S. Towner, superintendent. Upon 
his removal to Lynn, Mass., M. C. Whitney 
was appointed by the church as superin- 
tendent, Sept. 4, 1879. At the annual 
meeting of the school district in March, 
1 881, on motion of P. C. Wright, the dis- 
trict passed a vote that their school-house 
should not be used for the purpose of a 
Sunday-school. From this time, accord- 
ingly, the school was of necessity dis- 
continued. 

A second mission Sunday-school was 
organized in*£ast Montpelier, distant five 
miles, in the school-house of district No. 
II, May 4, 1879, Samuel L. Lillie, su- 
perintendent. Sept. 4, 1879, ^*^ resigned, 
being about to go away, and George W. 
Sanders was appointed in his place, and is 
present superintendent. 

A third mission school was begun at 
Montpelier Center, distant 3 miles, May 
25, 1879, F. R.Spalding, superintendent. 
He also resigned Sept. 4, 1879, ^o go else- 
where, and Jno. W. Smith was elected by 
the church to the superintendency, which 
office he still fills. 

It was voted at the district school meet- 
ing. Mar. 30, 1880, that the school-house 
in which the services had been held should 
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be dosed against them. But a neighbor, 
Mr. West Onnsbee, who had not before 
attended the school, opened hb commo- 
dioas hall, and the school immediately 
doubled in number. 

At a called meeting, July 20, 188 1, of 
district No. 6, Montpelier, 2 miles from 
town, and immediately adjoining the 
Wrightsville district, by vote of the meet- 
ing, their house was put at the disposal of 
the Baptist pastor for Sunday-school ser- 
vice on Sunday afternoons. Accordingly, 
a adiool wa% organized on the following 
Sunday, July 24. Mr. £. K. Dexter was 
subsequently appointed to superintend it. 
None of these schools has omitted a single 
session, winter or summer, since they were 
organized. They are all supplied by the 
church with circulating libraries, and books 
from which to kam and sing sacred song. 

There have been 33 added to the church 
during this time. The church has now 97 
members, (Oct. 188 1,) but only about one- 
half are resident members, that is, live 
within 4 or 5 miles of the church. But 
none of the non-resident members reside 
in the immediate vidnity of any other reg- 
ular Bs^>tist church. The whole number 
of members belonging to the church since 
its beginning is 155. 

Henry A. Rogers, Pastor, 



ORGANISTS AND MUSICIANS. 
BT ▲. A. HADLKT, OrganM. 

Among the prindpal musicians who have 
been teachers and organists in Montpelier 
are: 

S. B. Whitney, teacher and organbtin 
1862 — for about 4 years here — who has 
since made himself famous in Boston as an 
organist and conductor. 

About this time, or before, was Mr. H. 
Irving Proctor, who taught successfully, 
and is now at Des Moines, Iowa. 

I think, following Mr. Whitney, was Mr. 
Irving Emerson, who played at the old 
Brick Church 3 years, and also taught ; 
now located at Hartford, Ct., organist and 
superintendent of music in public schools. 

In 1868, the now famous H. Clarence 
Eddy, from Massachusetts, played the 



organ at Bethany church for 2^ years; 
afterwards he studied abroad several years, 
and is now located in Chicago as director 
of the Hershey music school, and is con- 
sidered one of the greatest of living organ- 
ists. 

Following him, at the Bethany church, 
as organist, was Mr. W. A. Briggs, who 
is a fine organist, and somewhat noted as a 
composer. 

Mr. W. A. Wheaton, who teaches at 
'*Goddard,^ Barre, beside being a success- 
ful teacher, is also organist at the Unitarian 
church, Montpelier. 

Mr. Horace H. Scribner, who has 
also taught here several years, is pres- 
ent organist at the Episcopal church, and 
is liked by all as an accompanist on the 
organ and piano. 

Mr. A. A. Hadley, who has studied 
some time at Boston, has charge of the 
musical department in the ** Vermont Con- 
ference Seminary and Female College,^^ at 
Montpelier, and is organist at Trinity 
M. E. Church, this village. 

Mr. Andrew J. Phillips was chorister 
several years, ending in 1879, ^^ Bethany 
church, and teacher of vocal music. He 
married while here a daughter of Judge 
Redfield, and has a brother at present 
here, Mr. Wm. E. Phillips, a photograph 
artist with Mr. Harlow. 

Mr. Fred W. Bancroft, a resident and 
native of Montpelier, present chorister at 
Christ Church, has a good deal of local 
reputation as a fine tenor singer. 

Among the ladies, Ellen Nye, beside 
being a good teacher, is the finest pianist 
in this vicinity. 

Mrs. Briggs, who sang at the time Mr. 
Phillips was chorister at Bethany, and for 
several years, is distinguished as a very 
fine soprano, and now sings at Boston. 

Miss Cheney, also a very fine soprano, 
sang several years at the Unitarian church 
here. She now sings at Burlington. 

Among other sopranos are Josie Roleau 
and Mrs. Wheatley, much liked, and of 
the altos, Miss Mary Phinney and Miss 
Clara Dewey deserve special notice. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 

From Tiioropaoii^s History of Montpoller. 
COLONEL JACOB DAVIS. 

Colonel Jacob Davis, the first perma- 
nent settler of Montpelier, and emphati- 
cally the chief of its founders, was born in 
Oxford, Mass., in 1739. ^^^ descendants 
have preserved no memorials of his youth, 
and only know he received no advantages 
of education except from the common 
schools of the times. In 1754, the part of 
the town, in which his father's family re- 
sided, was set off from Oxford, and incor- 
porated by the name of Charlton. Here 
he lived until he removed to Vermont. 
He married Rebecca Davis, of the same 
town, a second cousin, and an intelligent, 
amiable and every way estimable young 
lady. Mr. Davis must have been a man 
of considerable property and standing in 
his town ; and he probably passed through 
all the lower grades of military office in the 
militia of his county, and became widely 
known as an active patriot in the cause of 
the American Revolution; for in 1776, we 
find him acting under a Colonel's commis- 
sion of one of the regiments of the Massa- 
chusetts detached or drafted militia, subject 
to the call of Congress or the Commander- 
in-Chief, whenever the occasion might re- 
quire. How much he was in active service 
is not known; but the traditions of his 
family make him to have been with his 
command in the little army of Washington 
in the memorable crossing of the Delaware 
to attack the Hessians at Trenton in De- 
cember, 1776. He was subsequently un- 
der contract to carry, and so did, the Unit- 
ed States mail over one of the mail routes 
in his part of Massachusetts for some years. 
A few years after there was an old Jew en- 
gaged in trafiic, who owned a large bouse, 
or ware-house, in the neighboring town of 
Leicester ; Colonel Davis, and another gen- 
tleman of the vicinity, purchased this 
building, had it fitted up, and a select high 
school put in operation. This was the 
small beginning of the afterwards well 
known Leicester Academy, founded in 
1774 ; and that Colonel Davis was consid- 
ered one of its founders is *>hown by the 



fact, since his death, his &mily have re- 
ceived a letter asking for his portrait that 
it might be placed in the Academy build- 
ing, with that of the other founders of ^ 
that institution. 

Early in the year 1780, he had turned 
his attention to the purchase of wild lands 
in the new State of Vermont; and was 
among the most active in procuring the 
granting and chartering of the township, 
which he caused to be named Montpelier, 
at the October session of the Legislature 
of Vermont in that year. From that time 
to the commencement of the meetings of 
the proprietors in the winter of 1786, which 
he attended. Colonel Davis appears to 
have been energetically engaged in his pri- 
vate business, at Charlton, or in public en- 
terprises, like the one above mentioned. 
But from this year, and perhaps the year 
before, he was obviously employed in dis- 
posing of his quite handsome property in 
Massachusetts, and arranging for removal 
to his newly elected home in Vermont. 
In the winter of 1787, after having made, 
during the previous summer and fall, sev- 
eral journeys into the State to attend the 
meetings of the proprietors, commence the 
survey of the new township, in which he 
had secured three rights, or about 1000 
acres, and make selection of pitches for 
the occupation of himself and sons, he re- 
moved his family to Brookfield, then the 
nearest settled town to Montpelier; and 
early in the following spring, still leaving 
his wife and daughters at Brookfield, till a 
comfortable home could be provided for 
them, he came with his sons and a hired 
man to make his opening in the dark for- 
ests of Montpelier. His career for the 
next 12 or 15 years, involved, to a remark- 
able degree, the history of the town.. 

Near the year 1800, he became involved 
in several large and vexatious lawsuits, 
growing out of disputed land titles or the 
sales of lands he had effected through his 
agencies under foreign landholders. In 
one of these, for want of his ability to 
make legal proof of payments that the dis- 
tant proprietors had received, a large judg- 
ment was obtained in the United States 
Circuit Court against him, which was con- 
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sidered by himself, his family and friends, 
so unjust that he, with their concurrence, 
resolved never to pay it. And in pursu- 
ance of this determination, he conveyed to 
his sons and sons-in-law the principal part 
of his attachable property, and, removing 
hb family to Burlington, so as to be within 
the limits of Chittenden county jail-yard, 
invited the service of the execution taken 
out against him on his own person. 
Here in Burlington, he kd a quiet life for 
over a dozen years, during which frequent 
offers of compromises were made him by 
the plaintiffs in the suit, which he steadily 
rejected till the winter of 1814, when they 
made an offer so nearly amounting to a re- 
linquishment of their whole daim, and so 
virtually involving an admission of its in- 
justice, that he accepted it, and the whole 
matter in dispute was amicably settled. 
But before he became prepared to remove, 
as he was about to do, to his beloved Mont- 
pelier, he was attacked by an acute disease 
which terminated his life April 9, 18 14. 
His remains were brought to Montpelier 
for interment, and a broad tomb-stone 
marlring the place where they repose may 
DOW be found in the old \illage grave-yard. 
In person. Col. Davis was 6 feet high, 
broad-shouldered, compactly formed and 
well proportioned, with unusually large 
bones and muscles. His face was round 
fiivored, and handsomely featured, and his 
whole appearance dignified and command- 
ing. His great physical powers are in- 
stanced in his ability to slash an acre of 
forest land in a day. Let one other suffice. 
Old Mr. Levi Humphrey, one of the first 
settlers, who died in this town, August, 
1859, aged 93 years, told us, about a fort- 
night before his death, he well-remembered 
being one day at Col. Davis^ log house, 
when the latter requested two of his strong- 
est hired men to go into the yard and 
bring in, for a back-log for their long open 
fire-place, a cut of green maple 4 feet loug 
or more and nearly 2 feet in diameter. In 
compliance, they each took hold of an end, 
but reported they were unable to bring it 
in, and were preparing to roll it up to the 
door with handspikes, when the Colonel, 
havmg noticed their failure to take up the 



log, came out, motioned them aside, and 
grasping the ends with his long arms, lift- 
ed and marched into the house with it, and 
threw it on to the fire, pleasantly remark- 
ing to them as he did so, that " they did 
not appear to be any great things at log- 
lifting.^^ But Col. Davis' physical powers 
were of smaU account in the comparison 
with the other strong traits of the man, 
his enterprise, energy, judgment and fiu*- 
reaching sagacity ; but even they were not 
all the good qualities of his character ; no 
needy man ever went empty-handed from 
his door; he ever gave employment of 
some kind to all who asked for it ; and so 
well he rewarded all his employees, that no 
reasonable man in the whole settlement 
was ever heard to complain of the amount 
of wages he paid, or any un£ur conduct in 
his dealings. 

[In addition, Mr. Oilman gives : Charl- 
ton, the birth place of Col. Davis, adjoins 
Leicester on the north. Hon. Emory 
Washburn, in his history of Leicester, 
states that the academy in that town, one 
of the oldest in the state, ** owes its founda- 
tion to the generosity and public spirit of 
Col. Jacob Da\ns, and Col. Ebenezer Crafts, 
whose munificence was suitably acknowl- 
edged in the Act of Incorporation. They 
purchased the commodious dwelling house, 
then recently occupied by Aaron Lopez, 
and its ^pendages, together with an acre 
of land, which they conveyed to the Trus- 
tees of Leicester Academy, in consideration 
of the regard they bear to virtue and learn- 
ing, which they consider greatly conducive 
to the wel£ure of the community. The 
value of this estate was $1716, and was 
situated directly in front of the present 
Academy buildings. The liberality of 
these gentlemen, one of them (Davis) res- 
ident of Charlton, and the other (Crafts) 
of Sturbridge, deser\'es the gratitude of pos- 
terity." Col. Davis owned a valuable es- 
tate in Charlton, adjacent to that of his 
brother, Ebenezer Davis. Col. Nathan- 
i iel. Gen. Parley, and Hezekiah Davis, 
! three brothers, early settlers in Montpelier, 
: were sons of Ebenezer Davis of Charlton, 
' and nephews of Col. Jacob Davis, not 
cousins, as stated by Thompson.] 
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REBECCA DAVIS. 

The efficient help-meet of the energetic 
man, whose life and character we have but 
too briefly sketched, was bom in Oxford, 
Mass., in 1743; married about the year 
1765, and died Feb. 25, 1823. She lies 
buried by the side of her husband in this 
village, where she peacefully passed the last 
as well as the middle portion of her useful 
and exemplary life. She early united with 
the Congregational Church after it was es- 
tablished in this village, and had long been 
considered a Christian in works, as well 
as faith, which would have well warranted 
an earlier public profession of religion. 
Unusually comely in person, with a sweet 
smile ever on her lips, kind in disposition, 
intelligent and discreet, she was the never 
failing friend of the needy and distressed, the 
judicious adviser of the young, and the uni- 
versal object of the love and respect of all 
classes of the people of the settlement. Of 
the more than half score of her cotempora- 
ries in this town of whom we have made 
inquiries respecting her, all \nost cordially 
united in affirming, in substance, what we 
will only quote as the warmly expressed 
words of one of them; **Mrs. Colonel 
Davis was one of the best, the very best, 
women in the whole world !" She was a 
mother in the early Montpelier Israel, and 
she has left behind her a name bright with 
blessed memories. 

HON. DAVID WING, JR., 

was born in Rochester, Mass., June 24, 
1766; removed with his father and family 
to Montpelier about 1790, and settled 
down with them on a farm adjoining what 
is now known as the old Clark Stevens 
place, in the east part of the town. He 
had doubtless received a rather superior 
common school education, though the ed- 
ucational accomplishments, which he al- 
most at once exhibited after coming into the 
settlement, were probably mainly the fruits 
of his native taste and scholarship, which 
is strikingly conspicuous in all the memo- 
rials, social or civil, that he has left behind 
him. He taught the second school of the 
town, which was opened, it is believed, in 
the same year in which he became one of 



its inhabitants. Within about 2 years 
after his arrival, he was elected town clerk, 
and during the next dozen years the offices 
of town agent, town representative, judge 
of the county court and secretary of state, 
seem to have been crowded upon him in 
regular and rapid succession. As an ev- 
idence of his great popularity among ^is 
townsmen, maybe cited, that while he was 
holding the office of side judge, and chief 
judge of the county court — ten-fold the 
best office held by any other inhabitant of 
the town — ^hc was elected the town repre- 
sentative 4 years previous to his election 
as secretary of state ; and not content with 
that, for the several years during that 
time, they threw their entire vote for him 
as state treasurer. Considering the jeal- 
ousies usually existing among the numbers 
found in every town who believe them- 
selves qualified for office, and who gen- 
erally raise a clamor against bestowing an 
office on a man who is already holding 
another good office, perhaps nothing could 
be adduced, which shows so strongly', the 
personal regard in which David Wing was 
universally held by his almost idolizing 
townsmen. 

In 1792, he married Hannah, second 
daughter of Col. Jacob Davis, a young 
lady of many personal attractions and 
much moral excellence. They had eight 
children, whose names show the classical 
tastes of the father, and estimation in 
which the different noted personages of 
history were held by him : Debby Daphne, 
Christopher Columbus, Algernon Sidney, 
Marcus Tullius Cicero, Maria Theresa, 
David Davis, Caroline Augusta and Max- 
imus Fabius. The two first daughters 
died in infancy ; the other children arrived 
at maturity, and took highly respectable 
positions in society, though only one of 
them appears to have fully inherited the 
tastes and native scholarship of their 
father — the Rev. Marcus T. C. Wing. 

In p^on. Judge Wing was of medium 
height, of a good form, fine head, shapely 
features and an animated countenance, all 
made the more attractive and winning by 
the dignified affability of his manners. As 
an instance of the quickness of his per- 
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ceptions, his ready business capacities and their brave uncle in command, in Fort 
the versatile character of his talents, sev- Griswold, on the Groton side of the 
era! of his yet siuiriving cotemporaries Thames, Joseph being with another de- 
have named to us the fact, of which they tachment some miles dbtant, but hasten- 
were frequently cognizant, that he would ing on to the rescue. While the infamous 
correctly and rapidly draw up any kind of Arnold was devastating New London, be 
document, report, despatch or legal in- sent out a detachment of several hundred 
strument in writing, and at the same time British troops, under Col. £>Te, to cany 
maintain a connected and lively conversa- Fort Griswold. The resistance of Col. 
don with those around him. Ledyard was gallant but una\*ailing. Part 

He was elected secretary of state in the of the works were dilapidated, and the 

£dl of 1802, and while still holding the British, after being kept at bay about an 

office, and in the midst of his usefulness hour, and suffering the temporary loss of 

and high promise, was suddenly swept their Colonel, who was badly wounded, 

away by a malignant fever, Sept. 13, 1806. and the loss of their second in command. 

Rarely has a death occurred in this sec- Major Montgomery, who, with many of 

tion of the State which produced so pro- the soldiers, was killed, poured into the 

found a sensation in community, and it Fort in overwhelming numbers, under the 

was mourned as a great loss, not only to lead of the third officer in rank, the vin- 

the town but to the whole State. dictive and brutal Major Broomfield. Col. 

[Marcus TULUUS Cicero Wdcg. son of Led>-ard surreDdered the Fort^ and, while 

David Wing. Jr.. born Oct. 17. 1798 ; S'^^-T"*^ T ' * ^'' ? *' 
graduated at Middlebuo" in the Cla-ss of Bnt^h commander, was murderously run 

i8ao; read medicine in Montpelier. i82C^ !^"«'' ^\*^>: .*»>' "^ *>'» ''^P^^' 
1821" ; was rteacher in Maryland. 1821- V^^P^'^ *f Bntoh commenced an m- 

*. J- J * ^u r- • I -ru 1 ^ I discriminate butchery of the Amencans. 

24 ; studied at the Episcopal Theological ^ . >. ^., , . . . . 

Seminary in Alexandria. Va.. 6J years; ^"'?"f ^''* ^'' ^l** *"<* ^ .^^ 

^ ^ ' ^ ^„ ^ o\: Asahel were prostrated — Asahel by a 

was tutor m Kenyon College, O., 1826-29: , „ , ... , . . . 

„^ f r. ii:ui>!i bullet, shattering the bones of his knee : 

Rector of an Episcopal church in Board- ^.. , , , , , . , , ... 

r\ .0^ ^. J-* r *u /- u- Ziba by a head-wound, which rendered him 

man, O., 1829-31 ; editor of the Gambler . f tu h a 

0&r^r7'^r, and treasurer and general agent ^ . , * ; , , oneenoug 

r jr r- 11 i T for the desperately wounded Ziba : one of 

of Kenyon College, several years, since . ... ... 

, . , . , , n- c rf 1 • ..' them made a heaw lunge with a bayonet 

which he has been Professor of Ecclesiasti- . ... , ,- °., .-'. 

1 tf • * • *u I? • 1 Tu 1 • 1 iJ^to his bowels : the wound, though, owine 

cal History in the Episcopal Theological , • . . • . ^ 

o • erw,- ^A u- « u to the strength and thickness of the new 

Seminary of Ohio at Gambler. He has re- . . . , , 

-^:j*uj rTATA/.o-\ tow shirt he had on, not proving mortal, 

ceived the degree of D. D. (1853.) . , , ,. . * .. , 

^p^M^c^taave, ^"*" another struck him senseless with the 

butt of a musket on the head. The mas- 

ELDER ZIBA WOODWORTH, • » j j * i. • 1 r* 

sacre was intended to be universal. [As 
a man whose character was marked by this account had from the lips of Unde 
many peculiar qualities, whose life was Ziba in his lifetime appears to violate his- 
checkered by many peculiar events, was tory, it will be contended by some that he 
bom Apr. 1769, in Bozrah, Ct., and was a : mistook some other British officer there 
connection of the gallant Col. Led)'ard, slain for the murderer of Led)-ard.] After 
who married his aunt, and his two broth- ' all had, or were supposed to have, received 
ers, Joseph and Asahel Woodworth, Ziba, i their death wounds, the British, in their 
the younger, but 17, became soldiers in wanton ferocity, dragged out a dozen or so 
Col. Led>*ard's regiment ; when that re- of those who exhibited the most signs of 
vengeful devil incarnate, Benedict Arnold, life, piled them into a detached cart, and 
led the British against New London, and sent it rolling down a steep bank till it 
utterly desolated it with fire and sword, struck a large apple tree, by which it was 
Ziba and his brother Asahel were, with ; stove to pieces in the shock, and made a 
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sudden end of its groaning victims. Most 
of these particulars were had from the lips 
of Ziba Woodworth. 

After a long, distressing sickness, Ziba 
recovered, except in the use of his knee, 
and in a few years, came with his two 
brothers, and perhaps other members of 
his family, to settle in Montpelier. His 
first pitch was made on the lot lying about 
I mile east of the village, which he soon 
sold to James Hawkins, and purchased 
another on the Branch, about li mile above 
the village, where he resided till hb death, 
Nov. 27, 1826. 

He married and lived some years with 
hb wife in Connecticut, when they were 
divorced, and soon after coming here, he 
married Lucy Palmer, from Canaan, N. H. 
Their children, 5, all but their son John, 
who is still living, (i860,) died in child- 
hood. 

He came into Montpelier about 1790, 
was present at its organization and its first 
town clerk. Ever after coming here, he 
was accounted a religious man of the Free 
Will Baptist persuasion. In about 1800, 
he began to exhort in public meetings, and 
in January, 1806, was licensed and or- 
dained at a quarterly meeting of Free Will 
Baptists held at Danville. He did not, 
however, preach statedly anywhere, but 
mostly confining himself to his farm, di- 
vided his spare time between politics and 
religion, and became as ardent a partisan 
as he was a Christian. 

Elder Woodworth was of small stature, 
limping in gate, but of wonderfiilly an- 
imated manner, and his heart Seemed ever 
absolutely overflowing with the gushing 
of benevolenee. Once, learning a poor 
man fi-om his neighborhood, who had 
moved to Ohio, had fallen sick and died 
there, leaving two or three unprotected 
children, he left his business, journeyed 
all the >vay to Ohio, at his own expense, 
in a single wagon, and brought all the 
children home with him. And still Uncle 
Ziba had enough faults to mingle with his 
virtues, to make him sometime the subject 
of doubtfiil remarks among the less char- 
itable of the community. He was quite 
energetic in all he did or said, and the 
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ardor of his temperament often led him 
into some extravagance of speech or action. 
But, take him all in all, he was a man of 
the kindest of impulses, a hearty firiend, a 
charitable opponent, a good neighbor and 
a good citizen. 

£>OCTOR EDWARD LAMB, 

born in Leicester, Mass., i77i,hadnot the 
advantages of a fiill public education, but 
studied at the academy, growing up in 
that town, in which the classics were be- 
ginning to be taught several years, and af- 
ter that added a respectable knowledge of 
Latin and Greek, and entered as a medical 
student with Dr. Fiske of Sturbridge, con- 
tinuing with him until he had attended a 
course of medical lectures in Boston and 
Cambridge, when, at the age of about 24, 
he removed to Montpelier, where his elder 
brother, Colonel Larned Lamb, had some 
years preceded him, and settled in his pro- 
fession. In 1803 he married Polly Wither- 
ell of Montpelier, who died in 1822, leaving 
no issue. He was constable and collector 
of the town from 1799, two years; town 
representative in 1804, 14, 15 ; and what 
should be esteemed a still greater honor, 
was one of the Presidential electors when 
Gen. Harrison was run in 1836. 

Although not much of a public speaker, 
he acquitted himself well in his public sta- 
tions, for he was a man of rare good sense, 
unusually extensive practical information, 
and had a wonderfiil memory he had stored 
with a vast fund of all sorts of knowledge 
and learning. 

We know of but two public performances 
of his, not connected with the above named 
offices— one the delivery of an original ora- 
tion at the first celebration of the fourth of 
July ever held in Montpelier, in 1806, the 
other his valuable address on the ** Science 
of Medicine," delivered before the Ver- 
mont Medical Society some 15 years later. 

But it was in his profession he was best 
known to the public, and that more favor- 
ably and extensively than often falls to the 
lot of a local physician. His opinions 
among his professional brethen, in this 
section of the State, were vddely sought 
and respected. In a knowledge of the 
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technicalities of medical sdence he scarce- 1 rectly, and in a few days passed peacefiily 
ly had a saperior. In all the ordinary dis- ; away, Nov. 4, 1845, ^^S^ about 74, on!- 
eases, his skill was equal to that of other 1 versally regretted and respected. 



good ph}'sicians — in fevers it was such as ' Personally, he was of medium height, 
to place him with the very ablest practidon- ; rather stocky, moderate in his motions, 
ers of Vermont. The estimation in which ' slightly limping in gait in consequence of 
his skill was held, in this respect, by his a fever sore on one of his legs in his youth. 



professional brethren, is sufficiently attest- 
ed, that during the general and £atal prev- 



and very neglectful in all matters of dress 
and outward appearance, — all whidi were 



alenoe of malignant fevers in 18 13 and 14, 1 at once forgotten, when one confronted his 
he had at one time no less than 14 sick | massive and noble head, manly features, 
physicians under his immediate care in this ; pleasant blue eye, and thoughtful, impres- 
part of the State. | sive countenance ; and socially, he was one 

During the run of the spotted fe^'er, in \ of the most kindly and agreeable men, fuD 
tius vicinity. Dr. Lamb had the chief care | of instructive remarks, generaUyaptiy illus- 
of 70 cases, and lost but three. His prac- ■ trated by the fund of piquant and amusing 
tice in his own town, was, at least 40 years, ; anecdotes which, in the course of his vaii- 
as full as it was successful ; while for diffi- | ous reading and experience, he had treas- 
colt cases his attendance was sought in all ; ured in his remarkable memory. 
the surrounding countr\'. If ever a people owed a great and une- 

He had some unfortunate deficiences. quivocal debt of gratitude to any one man. 
In all his own pecuniary af&irs, he was | the people of Montpelier and vicinity rest 
nngulariy remiss. More than half the j under such an obligation to Dr. Lamb, 
tioie, it is believed, he made no charges I ) 

for his services at all. He rarely dunned | ^^' J^^ "• langdon. 

any man ; and if he did, it was when he ! the successful merchant of Montpelier, was 
happened to be hard pressed for money to ■ bom in Farmington, Conn., Mar. 3, 1783. 
keep up his unusally plain and cheap way , When a youth he entered the store of 
of li\ing. Then often he would go to some ' Gen. Abner Forbes, then the leading mer- 
abundantiy responsible customer, owing . chant of Windsor, Vt., to acquire a knowl- 
him honesUy, perhaps, $50, ask for $15 or , edge of the mercantile profession, which 
$20, and on receiving it, hand back a re- j he had determined to make the business of 
ceipt, in fiiU of the whole account. In fiict, his life. And such was the progress he 

I 

he was one of the most unselfish men in made and the confidence be inspired, and 
the world, and could not be brought to care ; tact and good judgment he displayed in all 
any more for money, except for supplying : the details of trade, and more impcMtant 
his absolute present wants, than so much transactions of business coming within the 
dirt beneath his feet. And in all his ex- scope of his action, that his employer, 
tensive practice among all classes of com- ■, Gen. Forbes, before he reached the age of 
munity, it probably never once entered his 21, took him into partnership, and estab- 



head to make the least distinction between 
the richest and poorest, in the promptitude 



lished him at the head of a branch store 
in the village of Montpelier, in 1803. For 



and faithfulness of his attendance. And . the next half dozen vears he continued to 
the consequence, while his just and honest . do business under the firm of Langdon & 
earnings would have made him, well man- , Forbes ; when justiy believing he had ac- 
aged, worth $50,000, he died worth scarce- - cumulated capital enough and friends 
ly one hundredth of that amount. He • enough in this place to warrant the move- 
was ever>-body's ser\-ant, and ever}- body's j ment, he bought out Gen. Forbes' interest 
friend but his own : and being at last j in the store, and thenceforward conducted 
seized with one of the ten thousand fevers ' the business in his own name, and entirely 
he had so successfully managed in others, ! on his own responsibility, 
he at once predicted its end but too cor- 1 From this time, alone or in company 
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with different partners, the first and longest 
continued being the systematic and clear- 
headed John Barnard, who was prematurely 
cut down by an acute disease in 1822 ; and 
the next, the Hon. John Spalding, still 
surviving, [since deceased.] From this 
time, for the next 20 years. Col. Langdon 
seemed to be wafted forward on one un- 
varied tide of prosperity and success, and 
great public benefits grew out of his com- 
mercial career, as he was instrumental in 
reforming the irregularities,of trade, which 
up to his day custom had sanctioned, and^ 
in placing it on a just and honorable basis ; 
and while thus conferring untold benefits 
on his town by what he did, and by the 
force of his salutary examples, he so con- 
ducted lib dealings as well to deserve all 
the remarkable success which attended 
him. But we need not here enlarge on his 
noble characteristics as a merchant; we 
shall rather confine the remainder of our 
sketch to that which particularly marked 
him as a man and a citizen, and gave him 
that strong hold on public feeling, and that 
high place in the public estimation, which 
he retained through life. 

In 1809, Col. Langdon married Miss 
Nabby Kobbins, of Lexington, Mass., a 
union from which sprang five children, 
Amon, who died in childhood, John B., 
James R., George, and Caira R. Langdon. 
[John Barnard and George Langdon have 
died; James Robbins and Caira R., now 
Mrs. Nicholas, are still living.] 

Col. Langdon ever manifested a proper 
interest, and often took an active part in 
the public affairs and official business of 
the town, having at various times filled 
with acceptance its most important offices. 
He also entered, and was rapidly promoted, 
in the military line, till he gained the title 
by which he is here designated. In the 
year 1828, having removed over the river 
to his beautiful meadows within the bor- 
ders of Berlin, he was elected with unusual 
unanimity by the people of that town, as 
their representative in the Legislature ; and 
in the following year re-elected to the office 
still more unanimously ; and by the appli- 
cation of his excellent judgment and great 
practical knowledge in the business of 



legislation, he well justified the choice of 
his constituents. In 1828, he was elected, 
on the retirement of the Hon. Elijah Paine, 
the first to hold the office. President of the 
Bank of Montpelier, which responsible 
office he continued to hold to the time of 
his death. 

In person. Col. Langdon was well formed, 
and his features were all shapely and hand- 
some ; while his countenance was lighted 
up by one of the most kindly and winning 
smiles that ever enlivened the human £ice. 
Nor did his coimtenance belie his heart, 
inherently sincere, S3rmpathetic and hu- 
mane. And, while in all the movements 
and enterprises of puj^c benevolence, his 
liberality was commensurate with his means, 
in private charities and individual assist- 
ance, he went, as he wished, far beyond 
what was ever generally made known to 
the public ; for he was extremely averse to 
making any parade of his benefactions, 
and his favors were very generally con- 
ferred under injunctions of secrecy. And 
thus it was, that the extent of his private 
charities and pecuniary assistance to the 
distressed and those laboring under busi- 
ness embarrassments, were never known 
except through the irrepressible outgush- 
ings of gratitude from the lips of those 
whom he had relieved. 

His lenity and forbearance towards all 
who were indebted to him were remark- 
able ; and, to the credit of human nature 
be it said, as remarkable was the gratitude 
of those thus £eivored, and their determin- 
ation that he should never be the loser by 
the kindness he had conferred. After he 
had retired from business, expecting to be 
much absent, he placed his demands, over 
$100,000, in the charge of a confidential 
agent, who was an attorney, strictly en- 
joining him to sue nobody and distress 
nobody, but use all kindly, and charge 
him for all the expense and trouble in- 
curred in the collections. And though 
this great amount of miscellaneous de- 
mands remained in the hands of that at- 
torney for nearly three years, and though a 
large number of the debtors £ailed during 
that time, yet in all that period never was 
a single dollar lost out of the whole col- 
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lection. On the eve of their ^ures, or 
when they had any fears of failure, the 
debtors would come privately to the agent, 
and, with the remark, that ** Col. Langdon 
ha/i been too good to them to be injured,^ 
voluntarily placed in his hands the fullest 
securities they had in their power to offer. 
Within one week after such transactions, 
periiaps these debtors would £ul ; sheri& 
would be scouring the country for prop- 
erty, and almost every creditor would 
suffer loss except Col. Langdon. He, to 
the wonder of all, was always found secure. 
The last characteristic incident of his 
life occurred when he was on his death 
bed. Finding his end drawing near, he 
sent for his attorney, and ordered him to 
make a life lease to an old revolutionary 
soldier of the him he occupied, but of 
which the Colonel held a mortgage for 
more than its value. This was the last 
business transaction of his life. He died 
Jan. 7, 1831. As he was the idol of the 
people when he lived, so at his death he 
was lamented by more friends in the com> 
munity at large than £sdls to the lot of but 
few to have numbered among their real 
mourners. 

HON. JEDUTHAX LOOMIS 

was bom in Tolland, Conn., Jan. 5, 1779. 
After receiving a £ur academical education, 
he studied law with Hon. Oramel Hinck- 
ley, of Thetford, Vt. ; was admitted to the 
bar there, and came to Montpelier and es- 
tablished himself about 1805. 

Mar. II, 1807, he married Hannah, 
daughter of Col. and Judge Oramel Hinck- 
ley, of Thetford, who died suddenly, Dec. 
24, 1813, leaving no issue. Oct. 10, 1814, 
he married Miss Charity Scott, of Peacham, 
who died June 13, 1 821, leaving 2 sons, 
Gustavus H., the late Dr. Loomis. and 
Chauncey. Oct. 8, 1822, he married Miss 
Sophia Brigham, of Salem, Mass., who 
died in 1855, leaving Charity, — Mrs. Dana, 
of Woodstock, — now deceased ; Mrs. Jo- 1 
seph Prentiss, of Winona, Minn., and 
Charles Loomis, Esq., now deceased. ' 
Judge Loomis died Nov. 12, 1843. 

In 18 14, Mr. Loomis was app>ointed | 
Register of Probate for the District of| 



Washington, but held the office only one 
year. 

In 1820, he was elected the Judge of 
Probate for this district, and had the un- 
usual honor of receiving ten successive 
elections, the greatest number of elections 
of any other man in this County being five, 
given to the Hon. Salvin Collins. 

From 1807, up to hb death, there is 
scarcely a year in whidi he did not receive, 
and well and £iithfully execute, some one 
of the trusts or«offices of the town. And 
the last 20 years of his life he was, besides 
being an efficient friend of the common 
schools, always a laboring trustee, often 
the head prudential committee, and always 
the treasurer, and chief pillar of Wash. Co. 
Gram. School. I ft the latter capacity, for 
which, and for being so long the admitted 
model Judge of Probate of all this part of 
the State, he was mostly known to the 
public abroad. 

There was once extant an old book 
called *'The Minute Philosopher.*" We 
mention the name, because so suggestive 
of the character of Judge Loomis. He 
was a very carefully reasoning man, and 
carried his philosophy into all the minutia 
of business. Any of the little trusts or 
commissions growing out of a town, school 
district, highway district, or neighbor- 
hood or family affairs, which the more am- 
bitious or sel6sh would disdain to accept, 
or, if they did, only half execute, he would 
cheerfully accept, and alwa^-s execute with 
the most scrupulous care. Indeed, he 
seemed to consider it his duty to do every- 
thing asked of him, if, in performing it, he 
thought he could benefit his fellow-men 
individually, or the public at large. It 
was so with him in his profession, so in 
the church of which he was an officer, and 
it was so everywhere. 

Being a tall, dark-complexioned man, of 
formal manners, with a grave and rather 
austere countenance, he might be taken by 
the unacquainted for a man with few sen- 
sibilities ; but break through the apparent 
atmosphere of repulsion, and approach 
him, and you would find him as affection- 
ate as a brother. 

Being extremely strict in all moral and 
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religious observances, and seemingly rather 
set in his opinions, he might sometimes 
be taken for a bigot ; but get at his real 
views and feelings, and you would find 
him absolutely liberal, and willing to make 
all the allowance for errors which the 
largest charity might demand. 

A man of legal knowledge, ordinary 
good judgment, and of known good mo- 
tives, who is willing to perform the duties 
of every small needful office, as well as 
great one, and who is ever ready to act 
the part of adviser, assistant and friend, 
in adjusting town difficulties and neigh- 
borhood dissensions, is always a great 
blessing to a village community, and such 
was Judge Jeduthan Loom is. More than 
will ever be justly appreciated, probably, 
is Montpelier village indebted to him for 
his untiring and self-sacrificing exertions 
to advance her best interests. 

HON. TIMOTHY MERRILL. 

Emphatically a public man, was born in 
Farmington, Conn., Mar. 26, 1781, where, 
having received little more than a common 
school education, when becoming of age, 
he shouldered his pack, and travelled on 
foot to Bennington, Vt., where his older 
brother, Hon. Orsamus C. Merrill, had 
some years before established himself in 
the legal profession. Here he studied law ; 
was admitted to the bar, and commenced 
practice in partnership with the after- 
wards noted Robert Temple, in Rutland. 
But not feeling very well satisfied with his 
situation, dissolved with Temple in less 
than a year, and removed to Montpelier in 
1809, and established himself alone in his 
profession. In 181 2, he married Clara, 
daughter of Dr. Fassett, of Bennington. 
They had 5 children — a son who died in 
infancy ; Ferrand F. Merrill, our late well- 
known fellow citizen ; Edwin S. Merrill, 
of Winchendon, Mass., formerly post- 
master of Montpelier ; Clara Augusta, who 
died in 1842, and Timothy R. Merrill, our 
present town clerk. 

In 1811-^12, Mr. Merrill was the town 
representative of Montpelier. In 1811, 
was elected the first Staters Attorney of 
the new County of Jefferson, and in 181 5 
to the same office, the name of the county 



being now changed to that of Washington, 
which office he held through seven succes- 
sive elections, eight in all ; two more than 
ever received in that office by any other 
man in the county, Dennison Smith hav- 
ing received but six. In 1815, he was 
elected Engrossing* Clerk of the General 
As.sembly, and received seven successive 
elections to that office. In 1822, he was 
elected Clerk of the House of Representa- 
t tives, and received nine successive elec- 
tions to that office. In 183 1, he was 
elected Secretary of State, which office he * 
retained till his death, having received in it 
five successive elections. 

In his profession, Mr. Merrill took a 
very fair rank, and was sustained by as 
fair a patronage. But his public employ- 
ments required too much of his time and 
attention to permit him to reach the posi- 
tion in his profession to which his admitted 
talents would have otherwise doubtless 
raised him . He was ever considered, how- 
ever, a safe legal adviser ; and in his ap- 
peals to juries, as well as in his addresses 
to public assemblies, he often warmed up 
into genuine eloquence, the effect of which 
was heightened by one of the most clear- 
toned and melodious voices which it was 
ever the good fortune of a public man to 
possess ; and yet with such a fair profes- 
sional business to bring him money, be- 
sides his receipts from his public offices, 
he died worth but little property, and what 
added pertinency to the fact, his family 
ever dressed and lived, for their position, 
with great plainness and frugality ; but he 
never charged anything for advice, though 
his office was thronged by those seeking 
it ; being naturally a peace man and very 
conscientious, he would advise three men 
out of lawsuits where he would one into 
them. He never charged for his legal 
services much more than half what was 
usually charged by other lawyers of the 
same standing, and what he did charge he 
would, in any event, often remit a part 
from, and if his client was unsuccessful, be 
quite likely to give in nearly the whole of 
it. 

In person, he was below the medium 
height, but had a fine head, good features 
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and a very intelligent and prepossessing 
countenance. He was one of the most 
affectionate of husbands and fathers, one 
of the most agreeable of neighbors, and 
one of the most correct and enlightened of 
citizens — honored be his memory. 

HON. FERRAND >. MERRILL, 

son of Hon. Timothy, of whom, to a most 
singular extent, the public history of the 
father .was the history of the son. Like 
the father, and for about the same number 
of years, though at a much younger age, 
the soa was Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. Like the father, was the son 
at once transferred from the clerkship to 
the office of Secretary of State, to be 
therein retained, we believe, exactly the 
same number of years during which the 
former lived to hold the office. Like the 
fiither, the son was Staters Attorney for 
Washington County, though, through the 
altered rules of rotation, not so long ; and, 
like the fiither, was the son, for the now 
customary term, the representative of 
Montpelier in the legislature. 

By his education, by his readiness in all 
matters in form, acquired under his fath- 
er^ trainings, advantages of personal ap- 
pearance, and great courtesy of manners, 
he was unusually fitted to do well and ap- 
pear well in public life, and was an accom- 
plished and popular officer. In the legis- 
lature he became a prominent member, 
and in the difficult position in which he 
found himself placed, in the keenly con- 
tested question relative to the removal of 
the seat of government from Montpelier, 
he displayed an ability and tact which met 
the full approval of his constituents, and 
which, had he consented to be again a 
candidate, would have ensured him further 
elections. 

In private life he was blameless, in all 
his social relations much esteemed. In 
the furtherance of the interests of religion, 
morals and education, he took a conspic- 
uous part, and, in fine, he began to be 
looked upon as one of the most capable and 
useful of our citizens, when he died of apo- 
plexy, May 2, 1859, ^^ ^^c meridian of his 
usefulness, and when hLs prospects for pro- 
fessional eminence were the brightest. 



HON. ARAUNAH WATERMAN 

was bom in Norwich, Conn., Nov. 8, 1778. 
I He sprang from good Revolutionary stodc, 
his father having been at first a subaltern 
officer, and then commissary, in the con- 
tinental army, and his uncles either officers 
or soldiers. His advantages for education 
were 6 months schooling before the age of 
12. At about 13, he was apprenticed to a 
carpenter of his town, and served till 21, 
' working steadily by day, and studying at 
night by the light of pine knots, to make 
up the deficiences of his education. Soon 
after acquiring his trade, was recommend- 
ed as a master mechanic to Gen. Pinkney, 
of South Carolina, who was wishing to 
build somewhat extensively on his several 
large plantations, was accepted, and the 
first year devoted himself to the superin- 
tendency of erecting the various structures 
contemplated, among which was a fine 
summer house on Sullivan's Island, and 
the next year, having by his capacity and 
integrity gained the fullest confidence of 
Gen. Pinkney, who was appointed U. S. 
Minister to England, was made steward 
and chief supervisor over all the General''s 
estates. After leaving Gen. Pinkney^s em- 
ployment, he returned to Connecticut, but 
in 1801 or 1802, came to Vermont with his 
brothers, the present Judges Joseph and 
Thomas Waterman, and other brothers 
and sisters, and With them settled in 
Johnson. In 1804, he married Rebecca, 
daughter of Oliver Noyes, of Hydepark, 
and sister of the Hon. David P. Noyes, by 
whom he had several children, among 
whom is the Hon. Vernon W. Waterman, of 
Morristown. His wife dying in 181 2, in 
something over a year afterward, he mar- 
ried Mehitable Dodge, of New Boston, 
N. H., now deceased, but long known 
among us as a most estimable woman, by 
whom he had 7 children, two of whom, 
daughters, are still living on the old home- 
stead in Montpelier. After residing in 
Johnson about a dozen years, engaged in 
fu'ming, constructing the machiner)* re- 
quired about the different mills of that 
brisk village, and particularly by the card- 
ing and clothing works with which he be- 
came connected, he removed to Mont- 
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pelier about the beginning of 1814, and 
purchased the £Eirm and a portion of the 
water privilege, lying on the west bank of 
the North Branch, above and around the 
£cills, on the borders of this village. Here, 
besides carrying on his farm , he soon en- 
gaged in erecting, improving and carrying 
on carding and clothing works, and before 
many years, in connection with Seth 
Persons, erected and put in operation the 
comparatively extensive woolen factory, 
which was burned March, 1826, and at the 
burning of which he came near losing his 
life. After this, he mainly employed him- 
self in improving his farm, which, with his 
house, soon brought considerably within 
the village by its gradual extension in that 
direction, he continued to occupy until his 
death, coming, at the age of 80, to close 
his unusually varied, active and laborious 
life, Jan. 31, 1859. 

In 1821, '22, '23, '26, Mr. Waterman was 
elected town representative of Montpelier. 
When the new State Senate was estab- 
lished, in 1836, Mr. Waterman was tri- 
umphantly elected as one of the two first 
senators of Washington County, and on the 
following year, as triumphantly re-elected 
to complete the senatorial term, which, in 
what is called the Two Year Rule, had 
been previously adopted. In 1840, he was 
elected by the legislature to the office of 
Judge of the County Court, which office, 
however, being unsought and unexpected 
by him, he declined to accept. As a rep- 
resentative and senator, he never spoke 
for the sake of talking, and never except 
to support some measure which he be- 
lieved calculated for the public good, or to 
subserve some cherished political interest ; 
and then his extensive practical knowledge 
and accurate political information enabled 
him to speak with effect. 

We find Mr. Waterman^s name on our 
town records often associated with the 
most important of our town offices. But 
he was not much known in these, because, 
doubtless, he was almost constantly in 
higher posts attracting a more general no- 
tice. Being esteemed the best surveyor in 
this section of the country, he was, after 
our old surveyor. Gen. Davis, began to 



retire from the field, much employed on 
difficult surveys of land plots, disputed 
lines, and laying out of new public roads, 
and about 1830, when, on the completion 
of the great canal in New York, the feasi- 
bility of canals across this State began to 
be agitated, he was appointed, under an 
appropriation from the general govern- 
ment, to conduct a survey for a canal from 
Biu-lington up the valley of the Winooski, 
and over the heights to Wells River, run- 
ning into the Connecticut. This he ac- 
complished, and, in doing it, was the first 
man to ascertain the altitude of Montpel- 
ier above Lake Champlain, and the alti- 
tude of Kettle Pond, on the eastern border 
of Marshfield, the lowest summit level of 
the heights between Montpelier and Con- 
necticut river. And in proof of the accu- 
racy of his survey, as imperfect as were 
his instruments, may be cited the fact, 
that when the surveys of the Central rail- 
road were perfected, it was found that the 
engineers, with their greatly more perfect 
instruments, and their everyway better 
equipments and means, had made the leVel 
of the top of the dam across the river at 
Montpelier to vary but between 3 and 4 feet 
from the altitude recorded in Mr. Wa- 
terman^s survey made a dozen years be- 
fore. 

Mr. Waterman was active in improving 
our common schools, and for many years 
one of the most efficient of the trustees of 
our Academy. And in despite of the mul- 
tiplicity of his cares, found time to keep 
himself posted in matters of general science 
and literature. He was probably the most 
reliable geologist in Montpelier. In a 
knowledge of the principles of mechanics 
and their practical applications, he had few 
superiors anywhere. His knowledge of 
history was extensive, and of our mitional 
politics singularly ample and accurate. 
The late Jonathan Southn\ayd, 12 years 
preceptor of our Academy, was in the 
habit of often conferring with Mr. Water- 
man in the solution of difficult problems in 
the higher branches of mathematics, .me- 
chanics and other sciences, and once re- 
marked, he had never met a man, not ed- 
ucated in a college, who could compare 
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not through personal vices, he appears to 
have sunk into comparative poverty, and 
into the public neglect that too often ac- 
companies it. But even in his lowest state 
of poverty, he was the philosopher. 

** I hope you don't call me poor," he 
would say to those who attempted to com- 
miserate him. ** I consider it settled that 
a white child is worth two negro children, 
which are held at $500 apiece, and as fast 
as I had children bom, I put them down 
on my inventory at $1,000 each, till my 
estate reached the handsome amount ot 
$6,000, and, thank Heaven, I have the 
same property yet on hand." 

In structure of mind, thought, words and 
ways. Judge Ware was probably the most 
perfectly original character we ever had in 
Montpelier. And his shrewd observations 
and quaint and witty sayings were, in his 
day, more quoted than those of any other 
man in all this section of the country. 
Clear, discriminating and patient in in- 
vestigating all important cases, which he 
conducted by a silent process of mind, yet 
the result was generally made known in 
terms and phrases which nobody else would 
think of using. His brain was singularly 
creative, and it seemed to be his greatest 
recreation to indulge in its half-serious, 
half-sportive frolics. We have it from a 
lady of this village, when a small girl, she 
and her mate used to resort to his house 
night after night, to hear him improvise an 
original novel, which, for their gratifica- 
tion, he would begin one evening, take up 
the next where he left it, and so carry it 
on, in good keeping, through a succession 
of hearings, till it was finished, making 
probably a more instructive and amusing 
tale than many that have been published. 

Judge Ware married Patty, daughter of 
Gardner Wheeler, Esq., of Barre, May 26, 
1803, who survived him. They had 6 
chUdren — Gardner W., deceased; Patty 
Militiah, wife of Samuel CaldweU, of St. 
Johns, Canada East ; Cyrus Leonard, of 
the vicinity of New York ; Henry, of Ohio ; 
George, of parts unknown ; Mary, wife of 
Joel Foster, Jr., and Louisa. 

Judge Ware died at Montpelier, Feb. 17, 
1849, aged nearly 80. 

S6 



CAPTAIN TIMOTHY HUBBARD. 

To be numbered with those who, by 
their business capacities and energy of 
character, contributed most to the wealth 
and prosperity of Montpelier, were three 
brothers, Timothy, Roger and Chester 
Hubbard, who came here before or about 
the beginning of the present century. 
They were all enterprising, clear headed 
men, and, while they remained in trade, 
successful merchants, especially Chester 
Hubbard, who confined himself exclusively 
to trade, and died in 1832, leaving, though 
then only in middle life, a very handsome 
property. As the elder more particularly 
identified himself with the public offices 
and institutions of the town, and more 
largely attracted public attention, we have 
selected him as their representative. 

Timothy Hubbard was bom near the 
city of Hartford, Conn., Aug. 17, 1776, 
lived with his father and worked on a farm 
till 21, getting all the education he ever 
had at the common school. After contin- 
uing to work on his father^s farm, on stipu- 
lated wages, probably, about 4 years after 
he was of age, he came, in 1799, ^^ Mont- 
pelier, established himself in trade with 
Wyllis I. Cadwell, Esq., a connection of 
the Lymans of Hartford, Conn, and Hart- 
ford, Vt. In 1801, he married Lucy, the 
third daughter of Colonel Jacob Davis, a 
very estimable woman. In 1803, he dis- 
solved his connection with Mr. Cadwell-, 
and went into partnership in trade with 
his brother-in-law, the Hon. David Wing. 
After the death of Judge Wing, in 1806, 
he associated with him his brother, Roger 
Hubbard, till about 18 16, when he ceased 
to be any further engaged in mercantile 
affairs, and employed himself in supervis- 
ing the cultivation of his different valuable 
farms in Berlin, and particularly the one 
on the borders of Montpelier Village, 
which he soon made his homestead for 
the remainder of his life. 

In 1 8 10, he was elected Captain of the 
fine mUitary company, called the Gover- 
nor's Guards, of which Isaac Putnam was 
the first captain; and though he was 
taken almost from the ranks, he soon 
showed himself to be one of the best mill., 
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tary officeis that ever paraded a company 
ia the streets of Montpelier; and when . 
the news of the in\-asion of Plattsburgh, ' 
ia September, 1814, reached Montpelier, 
be sallied, cane in hand, into the streets, 
sununoned a drummer and fifer to his side, 
' and with them marched the streets all day, 
beating up volunteers, to start for the 
scene of action, and before night, he had 
enlisted three-fourths of his fellow citizens, 
who chose him Captain by acclamation. 
Being now at the bead of perhaps the 
largest and best company of all the Ver- 
mont Plattsbui^h volunteers, with the 
staunch Joseph Howes for his second in 
command, he gave his ordeis for the next 
day ; and at an early hour, the next morn- 
ing, Ibey were all seen pouring along, in 
hot haste, for the seat of war, by night 
were in Burlington, the next day embark- 
ing on sloops, crowding all saU for Platis- 
burgh, but did not arrive in season to take 
tbeir place in the line of battle. 

Captain Hubbard was often chosen to fiU 
town offices, especially if there happened to 
be pendingauy financial difficulty, growing 
out of conflicting interests, which others 
were unwilling to touch, which he al¥rays 
stnughtened without fear or favor to clique 
n* party ; often at the expense of another 
election, though when another such diffi- 
culty occurred they were all for calling him 
back again i when in his singulariy frank, 
independent way, he would give tbem to 
understand, it was all the same with biro, 
whether they elected him or itot. but if 
they did, they might depend on it, he 
should not fear to do his duty. And there 
can be little doubt, had he kept down this 
marked trait of character, or played even 
a little of the demagogue, we should have 
seen him in higher civil offices. 

Captain Hubbard was sometimes harsh 
in rebuking the faults of others, or in de- 
fending himself, when he unexpectedly 
met oppositioD in the path of what he con- 
Mdered hb right and duty ; but he seemed 
to give no lasting offense : for the offended 
knew as soon as he found himself in the 
wrong, he would be the first to rectify it. 
He was liberal to the poor and all educa- 
tional, religious and benevolent objects. 



When, in what had lieen called the Barre 
street school district, was built a new school 
house, some twenty years ago, [now some 
forty,] the Captain bought and caused to be 
hung in the cupola of this school building, 
a valtiable new bell. And the district 
thereupon, at a regular meeting, unani- 
mously voted that their school houseshould 
theieafter becalled " Hubbard Strut School 
//inM<,~ and the street on which it stood 
be changed from Barre Street to Hubbard 
Strt^. And this is still the only name 
that can be legitimately ajqtlied to it. 

Captain Hubbard's business and finan- 
cial talents, and trustworthiness for all, 
not excepting e\-en the most important 
posts, were widely admitted in bis day, 
and can hereafter always be made to ap- 
pear on public records, the records of the 
numerous estates, of which he was the effi- 
cient administrator, and the records of tlic 
I Bank of Montpelier which, for years, he 
I skilfully managed in the capacity of its 
president. 

About the age of fifty he reached a point 
which few wealthy men evtr reach, the 
point when he thought he had property 
enough, and that he had better be bestow- 
ing it where it would do the most good. 
Accmdingly he began giving it to the most 
needy of the numerous circle of his rela- 
tives, and continued the good work, till a 
fiiU third of his estate had been bestowed 
on tbem. His first wife dying in 1839, be 
married Anner May, who survived him. 
He died Oct. 38, i8;o. He has no de- 
scendants. 

GENERAL EZEKJEL P. WALTOS. 

In the incipient stages of the growth of 
ev'ery country village there are nearly always 
two different personages who occupy the 
largest space in the thoughLs of the people 
— the -Minister and the Editor. And in 
proportion as llKse are faithful, intelligent 
and able, so, lo an almost unappreciable 
extent, will be its moral, social and intel- 

, iectual advaucemenl. It was the good for- 
tune of Montpelier, for the first tucnly 

I years after the place could fairly lay claim 
to the dignity of a village, to have the 

I right kind of a man for her .Minister, and 
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the right kind of a man for an Editor, in 
the persons of Chester Wright and Ezekiel 
P. Walton. 

Ezekiel Parker Walton was bom in 
the year 1789, in Canterbury, N. H., in 
which town his father, George Walton, 
formerly resided, but from which h^ at 
length removed to Peacham, Vt. There 
was a good academy at Peacham, and 
young Walton, previous to reaching the 
age of fifteen, attended it a few terms, 
studying the ordinary English branches, 
and completing all the school education he 
ever received. 

There was, at this time, a small newspa- 
per, of Federal politics, published at Peach- 
am by Mr. Samuel Goss, a practical print- 
er and Editor of his own paper, which was 
called the Green Mountain Patriot, Into 
this establishment the boy Walton often 
found his way, and at length began to feel so 
much interest in the business he saw going 
on that he offered himself as an apprentice 
to the trade ; and Mr. Goss, as he has re- 
cently told us, so liked the looks of the 
bright little fellow that he concluded to 
take him in that capacity, and in despite of 
the opinions of others, who believed that 
little could ever be made of him. As Mr. 
Goss had predicted, however, the boy 
turned out a well behaved, faithful appren- 
tice, and made good proficiency in his 
trade. After serving three years at his 
trade in Peacham, he came, in 1807, to 
Montpelier, with Mr. Goss, who bought 
out the Vermont Precursor, a paper estab- 
lished here the year previous by Rev. Clark 
Brown, and changed the name to that of 
the Vermont Watchman. Here he served 
out the remainder of his apprenticeship, 
which expired in 18 10; when, being of le- 
gal age, he, in company with Mark Goss, 
a fellow apprentice in the office, bought 
out Mr. Samuel Goss ; and the paper was 
then, for the next half dozen years, con- 
ducted by the firm of Walton & Goss, Mr. 
Walton discharging the chief duties of ed- 
itor. In 1 8 16, Mr. Mark Goss went out 
of the establishment, and Mr. Walton be- 
came its sole proprietor and editor, and so 
continued nearly twenty years; when, as 
his sons became of age, he took them into 



partnership, and the business, to which 
book-selling and paper-making were at 
length added, was conducted in the name 
of E. P. Walton & Sons until 1853, during 
which he wholly gave up the proprietor- 
ship of the newspaper to his oldest son, 
the present Hon. Eliakim Persons Walton. 
Though the editorship had been entrusted 
to this son for many years previous to 
1853, General Walton continued to assbt 
in editing and writing for certain depart- 
ments of the paper, even into the last year 
of his life. 

At an early period he passed rapidly 
along the line of military promotion till he 
reached the rank of Major General, when 
he threw these kinds of honors aside and 
thought no more of them. Mr. Walton 
was never an office seeker, nor was office, 
as much as was due to him as a man and 
a politician, nor half as much as was due 
to him from his party, ever bestowed 
on him. He was, however, several times 
the candidate of his party for town Repre- 
sentative, but never when that party hap- 
pened to be in the majority. In 1827, he 
was elected one of the Council of Censors, 
and served with credit to himself and elec- 
tors, among a board of the most distin- 
guished men in the State, Judges B. 
Turner, D. Kellogg and S. S. Phelps be- 
ing included among the number. In the 
Presidential election of 1852, he was elect- 
ed one of the Electoral College for Ver- 
mont, when the vote of the State was 
thrown for General Scott. In 1854, he 
was nominated as candidate for the office 
of Governor of Vermont by a large mass 
State Convention, and could the people 
have had their way, would have been tri- 
umphantly elected. 

But out of an ardent desire to consoli- 
date the political sentiments of the people 
in one controlling organization, as well as 
out of high personal regard for the ven- 
erable Chief Justice, Stephen Royce, who 
had been previously named for the execu- 
tive chair by a Convention of the Whig 
party. General Walton cheerfully yielded 
hb place on the ticket. The name of Judge 
Royce was substituted by the State Com- 
mittee, and he was heartily supported by 
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the people; and thus was organized the 
present Republican party of the State. 
For that organization a lai^e measure of 
credit is due to Gen. Walton. 

We have named the circumstances con- 
nected with Mr. Walton^s nomination to 
the office of governor, for the double pur- 
pose of showing the remarkable lack of 
even well-warranted assumptions in the 
man, and his patriotic readiness to submit 
to any personal sacrifice which he was led 
to suppose public good required him to 
make, as well as of showing how his party, 
while so generally admitting his qualifica- 
tions for office, and the merit of his ser- 
vices in their behalf, so strangely over- 
looked him, when they so often had the 
power to reward and honor him. That he 
was ever honorable and just in his treat- 
ment towards his political opponents, the 
writer of this sketch, who was for many 
years one of them, can, and here does, 
most cheerfully attest ; and the late Araunah 
Waterman, who was ever a staunch political 
opponent, was often heard frankly to admit 
that ''General Walton was both an honor- 
able man and an honest politician.^^ That 
he, in his long, persistent, judicious and 
able editorial labors, was eminently instru- 
mental in establishing the ascendency of 
his party and keeping it in power, is a fact 
too well known to be questioned. Prob- 
ably, indeed, that man has never lived in 
Vermont who did so much toward build- 
ing up the old Whig party of the State, 
and its successor, the Republican party, 
which he lived to see become, from the 
minority in which he found it, one of the 
most overwhelming majorities ever re- 
corded in the history of party warfare. 
But while it was his lot to do so, and see 
all this, it was his lot also to be often com- 
pelled, like many another political editor, 
••to make brick without straw," or, in 
other words, manufacture great men out of 
small patterns, who, when made, carried 
their heads so high as generally to entirely 
overlook their political creator. 

Mr. Walton's style of writing was, for 
his advantages, unusually correct, and un- 
usually well calculated for enforcing his 
sentiments and enlisting the sympathy of 



his readers. During the first years of his 
residence in Montpelier, he, in company 
with other young aspirants of the village, 
got up an association for mutual improve- 
ment in knowledge and literature, oilled 
the ** Franklin Sodety."" In thb society, 
in which theme writing was a leading ex- 
ercise, he probably made much progress in 
forming his style, which was evidently 
modelled on that of Dr. Franklin, so gen- 
erally the great oracle of the printer boy. 
The ton hamme of " Poor Richard," how- 
ever, can never be successfully imitated by 
a man without a good heart. But Mr. 
Walton had that heart, and« through the 
force of finely-blended, emotional and in- 
tellectual qualities of his heart, he grad- 
ually formed a style of his own, which, 
with the vein of good common sense that 
pervaded it, gave him rank with the most 
pleasing and instructive of our editorial 
writers. As before intimated, he continued 
to write for his old paper to the last, and 
in so doing, besides hLs instructive articles 
on farming and domestic economy, he 
wrote and published in the M^a/cAman, the 
year before his death, sixteen numbers on 
the events of the Olden Times in the Valley 
of the Winooski, over the signature of 
Oliver Old-School, which deserve to be re- 
published in pamphlet, for public reading 
and preservation. 

In the political world. Gen. Walton was 
ever a person to be consulted ; among men 
he was always a man ; in the church an 
influential officer ; in the social circle a 
dignified, but a ver)' courteous and kindly 
companion, and in his family an exemplars- 
husband and ^ther. His integrity, whether 
in business or politics, appears never to 
have been doubted, by either friend or foe ; 
his general intellectual capacity was al- 
ways conceded, and his frank and generous 
disposition known to the utmost limits of 
his extensive personal acquaintance. 

Apr. 28, 181 1, Mr. Walton married Miss 

Prussia, daughter of Eliakim D. Persons, 

I of Montpelier, by whom he had 8 children 

' — Eliakim P., 6 years in Congress ; Harriet 

; Newell, wife of Hon. H. R. Wing» a 

lawyer of standing at Glen's Falls, N. Y. ; 

George Parker, a ver)' promising young 
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man, who died at the age of about 24 
years, at New Orleans ; Nathaniel Porter, 
for some years the accountant of the firm 
of £. P. Walton & Sons ; Chauncey, now 
deceased ; Samuel M., the book-binder in 
Montpelier ; Ezekiel Dodge, who died at 
the age of about 25 years, at Philadelphia ; 
and Mary, wife of George Dewey, a mer- 
chant of New York city. 

In his religious character, Mr. Walton 
was an earnest, frank, sincere Christian, 
always warm and generous in the utter- 
ance and support of his principles. He 
combined the wisdom of the serpent, the 
boldness of the lion and the harmlessness 
of the dove, in his whole Christian course ; 
was a devoted member and an honorable 
office bearer in the Congregational church 
for many years. His piety irradiated his 
household, his secular cares and his place 
of business. Everywhere, at all times, he 
was the admirable type of a Christian gen- 
tleman. In the Conference, in the Sabbath- 
school, in the support of charitable and 
religious institutions, none surpassed and 
few equalled him. The young men in his 
office felt his influence very strongly. Of 
the many who graduated from his office, 
and came to fill afterwards, with honor, 
public stations in the councils of the State 
and in the halls of Congress, and in the 
courts of justice, twelve have been mem- 
bers of churches, and two have become 
useful and respected ministers of the Gospel. 
And none could bear higher testimony to 
the i nvariable and elevated religious char- 
acter of Mr. Walton than they. 

Gen. Walton died Nov. 27, 1855, leav- 
ing, as might be expected from one of his 
liberal views, not much property, indeed, 
but that *• good name " which is better than 
riches. 

MRS. PRUSSIA PERSONS WALTON, 

widow of the late Gen. Ezekiel P.Walton, 

daughter of Eliakim D. Persons, died at 

her home Saturday, June 22, 1878, aged 86 ; 

the oldest resident at her death in the 

town ot Montpelier. The Watchman says : 

The long life of this " elect lady," though 
filled with unusual cares and responsibui- 
ties, was nevertheless rendered beauti^l 
by her naturally exuberant spirits, her 



tender regard for all her fellow-beings, and 
her unfialtering trust in Him in whom she 
believed. Her kindly heart and her dili- 
gent hands were busy to the last in works 
of charity and mercy, and few are the 
dwellings among us but contain some 
dainty token of affection wrought by her 
deft fingers. The blessing ot the whole 
communitv rested upon her as she ex- 
changed the imperfect joys of earth for the 
perfect bliss of Heaven. 

DR. JAMES SPALDING, 

who for 40 years was a successful prac- 
ticing physician of Montpelier village and 
vicinity, died at his residence, October, 
1866. The following accurate sketch and 
deserved tribute to his memory appeared 
in the Boston Medical and Surgical Jour- 
nal : [somewhat condensed.] 

**Dr. Spalding was born in Sharon, Vt., 
Mar. 20, 1792. His father, Dea. Reuben 
Spalding, was one of the earliest settlers 
in the State, whose life was not more re- 
markable for his toils, privations and 
energy, as a pioneer in a new country, 
than for his unbending integrity, and for 
the best qualities of the Old New England 
Puritanism. James was the third son of 
12 children, all of whom reached maturity 
and were settled in life with families. At 
the age of seven he received a small wound 
in the knee joint, which confined him for 
more than 6 months, attended with ex- 
treme suffering. By the skill of Dr. 
Nathan Smith, of Hanover, the limb was 
at length healed, leaving the knee par- 
tially anchylosed, however, to recover from 
which required years. While thus con- 
fined, probably from estimation of Dr. 
Smith, which estimation was retained 
through life, he decided to be a physician 
and surgeon. He never attended a high 
school or academy, but he acquired a good 
common school education, besides storing 
his mind with much general knowledge 
and that mental discipline which so highly 
distinguished him in after life. He com- 
menced study at the age of 17 with Dr. 
Eber Carpenter, of Alstead, N. H., stip- 
ulating the expenses of his education should 
be defrayed by his practicing one year with 
the Doctor after he had graduated. He 
applied himself with uncommon assiduity 
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to his medical studies, taking, at the same 
time, private lessons in Greek and Latin. 
At 20 years he graduated at the Dartmouth 
Medical Institution, ha\nng heard the lec- 
tures from Smith and Perkins. 

While a student, his opportunities for 
practice were very extensive ; the spotted 
fever prevailed generally throughout New j 
England. This epidemic was truly appal- 
ling in Alstead and the neighboring towns. 
Dr. Spalding brought his discriminating 
mind to the subject with all the close ob- 
servation of a veteran in the science, and 
arrived at the same conclusions as to its 
pathology and treatment as others who 
stood the most eminent in the- profession. 
His position was very embarrassing, being 
called the ** boy ph\*sician," having to meet 
veterans in the profession for whom he 
entertained an exalted opinion. Modesty 
would hardly permit him to differ from 
them, yet he had so studied this epidemic, 
in most cases his views and treatment were 
adopted. 

After practicing 2 years in Alstead with 
Dr. Carpenter, he commenced business in 
Claremont, but having friends in Mont- 
pelier, was induced to remove to this place. 
Though but a boy, he had seen much 
practice, and performed many surgical op- 
erations, and it required but a short time 
for him to gain general confidence as a 
physician, and more especially as a sur- 
geon, which he retained without abatement 
through life. His fixed purpose was im- 
provement in his profession : he never en- 
gaged in any other business or sought any 
political preferment. Others may have 
done more under other circumstances, yet 
by his example, integrity, industry, com- 
munications for the medical journals, and 
dissertations before the County and State 
Medical Societies, from time to time, it mav 
be said, he added something to the gen- 
eral stock of knowledge in his profession, 
and that as a surgeon he was successful 
above most others. His particular trait of 
mind was a sound judgment, based upon a 
careful, discriminating examination of all 
the evidence which gave in each individual 
case its peculiar characteristic. Well in- 
formed in books and the general principles 



of his profession, having an extensive in- 
tercourse with his medical brethren, he 
was well prepared to impart to others the 
results of his extensive experience. He 
was an original thinker, not only in his 
medical and surgical practice, but in other 
departments. It was a maxim with him 
that there should be no guess-work in his 
profession, more especially in surgery. In 
consultations, due respect was paid to the 
opinions of his professional brethren, but 
still he would suffer his judgment to be in- 
fluenced only as the e\'idence in the case 
affected his own mind, never evading re- 
sponsibility, and always governed by his 
own independent conclusions, and for this 
reason he was much sought for in con- 
sultations. He retained through life the 
confidence and respect of his professional 
brethren, and while differing from others 
in his diagnosis and treatment of disease, 
he succeeded in leaving the confidence of 
patient and friends in the attending physi- 
cian unabated, discharging his duty to his 
patients without injury to the feelings or 
reputation of any one . 1 1 being the settled 
maxim of his life, that strict integrit)- is the 
true and only policy which should govern 
ever>- man who desires his own interest or 
that of others, he never sought to appro- 
priate to himself what justly belonged to 
them. 

For more than 40 years he was an active 
member of the Vermont State Medical 
Societ}', and, through it, labored to ad- 
vance the best interests of the profession 
he so much loved, and became acquainted 
i^-ith most of the distinguished physicians 
of the State, among whom he had many 
persona] friends. In 18 19, he was elected 
secretary-, which office he held for over 20 
years. In 1842, he was chairman of a 
committee to draft a petition for a geolog- 
ical sur\ey of the State. He was vice 
president of the .Medical Society in 1843, 
treasurer in 1844, chairman of the com- 
mittee on the History of the Society in 
1845. He read a thesis in 1846, "On Na- 
ture as manifested in Disease and Health," 
which was highly commended. He was 
elected president in 1846, '7, *8, and de- 
livered a dissertation on •* Typhus Fever" 
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in 1848, which was published by a vote of 
the society. He was elected a correspond- 
ing secretary in 1850, and librarian in 
1854, which office he held until his death. 
He was also a member of the Board of 
Fellows of the Vermont Academy of Med- 
icine, besides holding many offices con- 
nected with science, literature, temper- 
ance, etc. But few men in the country 
have seen such an amount of disease and 
so carefully observed the peculiarities of 
the various epidemics occurring for nearly 
half a century ; and it is to be regretted 
that so little is left on record of his exten- 
sive observations and experience both as a 
physician and surgeon. In private life he 
was a man of much amenity of manners, of 
great worth and purity of character, en- 
larged benevolence and of high-minded 
purposes in all that goes to make the en- 
lightened Christian and good citizen. 

In 1820, he married Miss Eliza Reed, of 
Montpelier. They raised 6 children — 
James R., an editor in the city of New 
York; William C, a distinguished physi- 
cian of Watertown, Wis. ; Martha E., died 
at 18 ; Jane, who married Dr. Warner of 
Weathersfield, Conn. ; George B., a cler- 
gyman and Doctor of Divinity, of Dover, 
N. H., and editor of the New Hampshire 
Joumcd; and Isabella, wife of Mr. Louns- 
bury, of Hartford, Ct. 

Mrs. Spalding, a woman of many vir- 
tues, died in 1854, and about 2 years after. 
Dr. Spalding married Mrs. Dodd, a daugh- 
ter of the late Wyllys Lyman, of Hartford, 
Vt., who died in 1857. 

HON. SAMUEL PRENTISS 

was born in Stonington, Ct., Mar. 31, 
1782 ; his family, of a pure English and 
Puritan stock, are traceable as far back 
as 13 18, through official records which 
show the reputable positions occupied by 
branches of the family, till they came to 
New England, where the lineage at once 
took stock among the best in the colonies. 
In direct descent he was the 6th from hb 
first American, but English-bom, ancestor, 
Capt. Thomas Prentiss, born in England 
' about 1620, became a resident of Newton, 
Mass., 1752, was a noted cavalry officer in 
the King Philip war, and died 17 10, leav- 



ing Thomas Prentiss, Jr., father of Samuel 
Prentiss, ist, father of Samuel, 2d, who 
was a colonel in the Revolutionary Army, 
and £ather of Samuel, 3d, a physician and 
surgeon in the army, and the father of 
Judge Samuel Prentiss, of Montpelier. 
The whole stock of the Prentiss family 
was good, but this branch was particularly 
so, both physically and intellectually. 
Col. Prentiss, of Revolutionary memory, 6 
feet high, weighing over 200 pounds, with- 
out corpulency, was one of the best built, 
most muscular men of the times ; and the 
different members of the family descend- 
ing from him, for the last two or three gen- 
erations, of which those now living have 
been cognizant, will be remembered to 
have been, with a rare uniformity, well- 
formed, shapely and good-looking, possess- 
ing an unusual intellectual capacity and 
power. ^ 

When Samuel was about a year old, he 
removed with his family from Stonington, 
Ct., to Worcester, Mass., and from thence 
in about 3 years to Northfield, Mass., 
where his father. Dr. Prentiss, continued 
the successful practice of his profession in 
18 18, the son being kept in his earlier 
boyhood at the common schools, and 
while yet young, put into classical studies 
with the Rev. Samuel C. Allen, minister 
of the town, and at about 19, entered as a 
law student in the office of Samuel Vose, 
Esq., of the same town. He did not 
complete the course of legal studies there, 
but with that object, passed over into the 
neighboring village of Brattleboro, and 
entered the office of John W. Blake, Esq., 
from whence, Dec. 1802, he was admitted to 
the bar several months before his majority. 

In view of what Mr. Prentiss afterward 
became, all will understand he studied the 
elementar}' principles of the law before his 
admission to the Bar; but few, perhaps, 
are aware how close and extensive in the 
meantime had been his study of the great 
masters of English literature, how careful 
the cultivation of his taste, and how much 
his proficiency in the formation of that 
style, which subsequently so peculiarly 
stamped all his mental efforts, whether of 
writing or speaking, with unvarying strength 
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and neatness of expression. We recollect 
of having once met ¥dth a series of literary 
miscellany written by him, probably when 
he was a law student, published first in a 
newspaper in consecutive numbers, and 
afterwards republished by some one in 
pamphlet form, which were all alike marked 
by neatness of style and beaut)- of senti- 
ment, and which, though only intended, 
doubtless, for mere off-hand sketches, 
would have £&vorably compared with our 
best magazine literature. 

Early in the year 1803, he came into 
this part of the State, and opened an office 
in the new, but promising village of Mont- 
pelier, which was to be everafter his home, 
and the central point of the field of the 
splendid professional success which he was 
destined to achieve. 

His legal attainments, the genius he dis- 
played in developing them, the skill he 
manifested in the management of his 
cases, and his peculiarly smooth and happy 
manner as a speaker, appear almost im- 
mediately, after he commenced practice 
here, to have attracted attention, and given 
him a distinguished place in the estimation 
of all the people of the surrounding coun- 
try as a young man of unusual promise. 
But he knew better than to repose on 
laurels of this kind ; that not to ad\'ance in 
his profession, was virtually to recede; 
that he could make no real progress with- 
out exploring the great field of jurispru- 
dence, within whose portals he had only 
just entered ; in other words, not without 
devoting himself to study, careful, dose 
and unremitting ; and commenced a course, 
which, passing beyond the applications of 
all his own special cases, was as extended 
as the principles of the law itself, when re- 
garded no less as a science than a s}'stem 
of technicalities, and this course for the 
next twenty years, while a]] the time in ; 
active employ as a practitioner, he pur- 
sued with an assiduity and perseverance 
rarely ever witnessed among lawyers who, 
like him, have already reached the higher 
ranks of their profession. 

Such a course of legal research, con- 
ducted by a mind of the discrimination 
and power of analysis, which characterized 



that of Mr. Prentiss, could not long re- 
main unattended by fruits. We find the 
legislature of his State, as eariy as 1822, 
proffering him, with singular unanimi^, a 
seat as one of the associate justices on the 
bench of the Supreme Court, which honor 
he declined, but in 1824 and ^25, consent- 
ed to serve his town as their representative 
in the General Assembly, and having been 
triumphantiy elected, soon gave unmis- 
takable earnest of those abilities as a leg- 
islator and a^tatesman, which were after- 
wards so conspicuously displayed in the 
broader field of the council chamber of the 
nation . At the session of the legislature of 
1825, he was elected first associate justice 
of the Supreme Court so unanimously, and 
with so many private solicitations for his 
acceptance, he did not longer decline a 
membership in our State tribunal, and 
went upon the bench, where so scrupulously 
and ably he executed the duties of his post 
the next 4 years, that by almost common 
consent he was elected in 1829, Chief Jus- 
tice of the Supreme Court of Vermont, and 
in 1830, a member of the United States' 
Senate, and was re-elected in 1836 a 
second term to the Senate, and before his 
term of service had quite ejq)ired was nom- 
inated by the President, and without the 
usual reference of his case to a committee, 
unanimously confirmed, as the Judge of 
United States* District Court of this State, 
in place of Hon. Elijah Paine, then just 
deceased. This quiet, though highly re- 
sponsible office, whose duties were to be 
discharged so near home, he, in his de- 
clining health, preferred to a seat on the 
bench of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, which it was more than intimated 
from high quarters he might soon obtain. 
He therefore accepted the post, which he 
continued to hold till his death, Jan. 15, 
1857. 

Such was the brilliant official career of 
the Hon. Samuel Prentiss for the last 34 
years of his life ; he never passed an hour 
without bearing the responsibilities of some 
important public trust, and was never re- 
moved from one except to be promoted to , 
a higher one, till he had reached the high- 
est but one within the gift of the American 
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people ; and as a senator, he won an en- 
viable and enduring reputation in a body 
embracing almost all the intellectual giants 
in that highest period of American states- 
manship. Among the beneficent meas- 
ures, of which he was the originator and 
successful advocate, was the law, still in 
force, for the suppression of duelling in 
the District of Columbia. His speeches in 
support ot that measure have taken rank 
among the best specimens of senatorial el- 
oquence. His speech against the bank- 
rupt law of 1840 was pronounced by John 
C. Calhoun to have been the clearest and 
most unanswerable of any, on a debatable 
question, which he had heard for years. 
His stand on this occasion attracted the 
more public notice, from the &ct that he 
had the independence to contest the pas- 
sage of the bill, in opposition, with only 
one exception, to the whole body of his 
party. And there can be but little doubt 
that his argument, which was felt to stand 
stiU unanswered, had much to do with the 
repeal of that unfortunate law, a few years 
afterwards. 

Judge Prentiss was obviously held in the 
highest estimation in the Senate, alike for 
the purity and worth of his private, and 
the rare ability of his senatorial character. 
His equal and confidential relations with 
Henry Qay and Daniel Webster were at 
that day well known ; while his sterling 
talents and civic virtues were admitted and 
admired by all, who, as we were often told 
at the time, cheerfully joined his more 
particular associates in conceding him to 
be the best lawyer in the Senate. 

It is in his character as a jurist, however, 
that Mr. Prentiss will be longest remem- 
bered. It is, perhaps, sufficient praise for 
him to say, that not one of that series of 
able and lucid decisions, which he had 
made while on the bench of our Supreme 
Court, has ever been overruled by any suc- 
ceeding tribunal in this State, nor, as far 
as we are apprized, by that of any other, 
though those decisions are, to this time, 
being frequently quoted in the courts of 
probably nearly every State in the Union. 
With the legal profession, facts of this kind 
involve probabiy the best evidence of high 



judicial accomplishment which could pos- 
sibly be adduced. With those out of that 
profession, the opinions of other great and 
learned men respecting the one in ques- 
tion, might be, perhaps, more palpably 
conclusive. And to meet the understand- 
ings of both these classes, therefore, we 
will close our remarks on this part of our 
subject by mentioning a curious legal co- 
incidence, which, while it involved an im- 
portant decision, was the means of draw- 
ing forth a high compliment from the lips 
of one of the most distinguished of all our 
American jurists : 

Some time during Judge Prentiss' Chief 
Justiceship of this State, Sir Charles Bell, 
of the Common Bench of England, made, 
in an important case, a decision whicn was 
wholly new law in that country ; and it was 
afterwards discovered, when the reports of 
the year, on both sides of the water, were 
published, that Judge Prentiss had, not 
only in the same year, but in the same 
week or fortnight, made, in one of w/r im- 
portant suits, precisely the same decision, 
which was also then new law here, arriving 
at his conclusion by a process strikingly 
similar to that of the English justice. 
This remarkable coincidence, involving 
the origin of then new, but now well- 
established points of law, and involving, 
at the same time, an inference so flattering 
to our Chief Justice, at once attracted the 
notice of the celebrated Chancellor Kent, 
of New York, who, soon after, falling in 
company with several of our most noted 
Vermonters, cited this singular instance in 
compliment to the Vermont Chief Justice, 
and after remarking that there was no 
possibility that either the American or 
English justice could be apprised of the 
other's views on the point in question, 
wound up by the voluntary tribute : 

"Judge Stor}*, the only man to be 
thought of in the comparison, is certainly 
a very learned and able man ; but I cannot 
help regarding Judge Prentiss as the best 
jurist in New England.'' 

Perhaps there is nothing about which 
there is more misconception among men 
generally than in what constitutes a really 
great intellect. Most people are prone to 
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be .looking for some bold and startling 
thoughts, or some brilliant or learned db- 
play of language, in a man, to make good 
in him their preconceived notions of in- 
tellectual greatness. And should they see 
him take up a subject in a simple, natural 
manner, analyze it, reject all the fictitious, 
retain all the real, arrange the elements, 
and, thus dearly proceeding, at length 
reach the only just and safe conclusion of 
which the case admits, they would, per- 
haps, feel a sort of disappointment in not 
having seen any of the imposing mental 
machiner}' brought into play, which they 
supposed would be required to produce the 
result. Demagogues might indeed make 
use of such machinery, but a truly great 
man, never. For it is that very simplicity 
and clearness of mental operations which 
can only make an intellect efficient, safe 
and great. Grasp of thought, penetration 
and power of analysis, are the expressions 
generally used in describing a mind of the 
character of that of Judge Prentiss. But 
they hardly bring us to a realization of the 
extremely simple and natural intellectual 
process, through which he moved on, self- 
poised, step by step, with so much ease 
and certainty to the impr^nable legal po- 
sitions where he was content only to rest. 
And to have fully realized this, we should 
have listened to one of his plain but lu- 
minous decisions, on a case before sup- 
posed to be involved in almost insuperable 
doubts and perplexities — perceived how, 
at first, he carefully gathered up all that 
could have any bearing on the subject in 
hand ; how he then began to scatter light 
upon the seemingly dark and tangled mass ; 
and then, how, segregating all the irrele- 
vant and extraneous, and assorting the 
rest, he conducted our minds to what at 
length we could not fail to see to be the 
truth and reality of the case. That Judge 
Prentiss possessed, besides his profound 
knowledge of the law as a science, a finely- 
balanced and superior intellect is unques- 
tionable : and that it became so, in the ex- 
ercise of those pectiliar traits we have been 
attempting to describe, need, it appears to 
us, to be scarcely less doubted. 



In person. Judge Prentiss was nearly 6 
feet high, well-formed, with an unusually 
expansive forehead, shapely features and a 
clear and pleasant countenance, all made 
the more imposing and agreeable by the 
affid)le and courdy bearing of the old school 
gentieman. 

In his domestic system, he was a rigid 
economist, but ever gave liberally when- 
ever the object conmanded his af^roba- 
tion. Let a single instance suffice for il- 
lustration : Some years before his death, 
his minister lost an only cow ; and the hct 
coming to his ears, he ordered his man to 
drive, the next morning, one of the cows 
he then possessed, to the stable of the 
minister. But strangely enough, the cow 
selected for the gift died that night. He 
was not thus to be defeated, however, in 
his kind purpose; for hearing that the 
minister had engaged a new cow, at a 
given price, he at once sent him the amount 
in money required to pay for it. 

Judge Prentiss has gone ; but the people 
of the town, which had the honor to be his 
home, wnll cherish his memory' as long as 
they are capable of appreciating true ex- 
cellence, and be but too proud to tell the 
stranger that he was one of their towns- 
men. 

At the October session of the United 
States District Court, following the death 
of Judge Prentiss, after a suitable annouce- 
ment by the district attorney, and the de- 
liver)- in court of eloquent tributes to the 
character of the deceased, by the Hon. 
Solomon Foot, and the Hon. Da\id A. 
Smalley, the new judge, the following pre- 
amble and resolutions were entertained, 
and ordered to be placed upon the records 
of the court, as ** an enduring evidence of 
the high veneration in which his memory- 
was held by the Bar " : 

Whereas, the Hon. Sa.ml'el Prentiss, 
late Judge of the District Court of the 
United States for the District of Vermont, 
having departed this life within the present 
year, and the members of this Bar and the 
officers of this Courtentertaining the high- 
est veneration for his memor\, the most 
profound respect for his great ability, 
learning, experience and uprightness as a 
Judge, and cherishing for his many public 



MONTPELIER. 451 

and private virtues the most lively and af- 1 on her. Aijd those who know what un- 
ceasing care and vigilance, and what blend- 
'" ] ing of kindness, discretion and firmness, 



fectionate recollection, therefore, 
Jiesolvtd, That his untformly 
tatious and gcntiemanly deportmi 
assiduous discharge of his official duties, 



e required to restrain and check, without 
loss of influence, and train up with the 
rightful moral guidance, a family of boys 
of active temperaments, of fertile intellects 
and ambitious dispositions, so that they 
all be brought safely into manhood, will 
s Chairman of this meeting of the Bar, 1 appreciate the delicacy and magnitude of 
communicate to the family of the deceased her trust, and be ready to award her the 



arge 
his high sense of justice, his unbendmg 
incegntv, and the exalted dignity and pur- 
ity of his public and private character, 
furnish the highest evidence of his intrin- 
sic worth, and of his great personal merit, 
Resohied, That the District Attorney 



a copy of these proceedini 
aoce of the sincere condol 
bers of the Bar and the officers of this 
Court, on account of this great and irrep- 
arable bereavement. 

Resoh'id. That in behalf of the Har and 
the officers of this Court, the Honorable 
the Presiding Judge thereof be, and he is 
hereby, respectfully requested to order the 
foregoing preamble and resolutions to be 
entered on the minutes of the Court. 



daughter of the late Edward Houghton. 
Esq., of Northfield, Mass., was born Mar. 
6, 1786, and received a good English edu- 
cation for the limes. She married Samuel 
Prentiss, Esq., in 1804. and settled down 
with him for life in the village of Mont- 
pelier. Here she became the mother of 12 
children. George Houghton. Samuel Blake, 



Edward Houghton, John Holmes, Charles : her family, and lived 



just meed of praise for discharging it. as 
she confessedlydid, with such unusual faith- 
fulness and with such unusual success. 
Mrs. Prentiss died at Montpelier. June 15, 
1855. in her 70th year. 

It would be difficult to say too much io 
praise of the character of this rare woman. 
She was one of earth's angels. In her do* 
mestic and social virtues ; in the industry 
that caused her "towork willingly with her 
hands;" in " the law of kindness" that 
prompted her benevolence, and the wis- 
dom that so judiciously and impartially 
dispensed it; together with all the otherof 
those clustered excellencies that went to 
constitute the character of the model woman 
of the wise man— in all these Mrs, Prentiss 
had scarce a peer among us, scarce a su- 
anywhere. She did everything for 



'. her husband 



Williams, Henry FrancLs, FredetickJ; 
Theodore, Joseph Addison, Augustus, Lu- 
cretia and James PrentLss. 

George H. Prentiss died soon after ar- 
riving at maturity and settling down inhis 
profession, which, like that of all the rest 
of the brothers who reached manhood, was 
that of the law. Augustus, and Lucretia, 
the only daughter, died in Infancy. 

The cares, labors and responsibilities of 
the wife are generally, to a great extent, 
mingled with those of the husband. Much 
less than usual, however, were they so in 
thecaseof Mrs. Prentiss. Inconsequence 
of the close occupation of the time of her 
husband in his crowding legalengagements 
when at home, and his frequent and long- 
coniinucd absences from home in the dis- 
charge of his professional or official duties. 
almost the whole care and management of 
hb young and numerous family devolved 



become known as he " satamong the Elders 
of the land." and her nine surviving sons, 
all of established characters, and present- 
ing an aggregate of capacity and good re- 
pute unequalled, perhaps, by that of any 
other family in the State, and all praising 
her in their lives. These were her works, 
but not all her works. The heart-works 
of the good neighbor, of the good and 
lowly Christian, and the hand-works that 
looked to the benefit and elevation of so- 
ciety at large, were by her alt done, and 
all the better done for being performed 
so unobtrusively, so cheerfully and so un- 
selfishly. 
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THE HON. JOSEPH RE^D, 

Bom in Westford, Mass. Mar. 13, 1766, 
when about 12 years of age left Westford, 
to live with his uncle in Plymouth, N. H., 
for about 6 years, receiving only the advan- 
tages of a common school education, and 
at 18 commenced and served a 3 years' ap- 
prenticeship to the carpenter^s trade, with 
James Sargeant, of Plymouth, after which 
he worked one year for his master for |i 50, 
and then continued at his trade nearly 5 
years in the vicinity, when he relinquished 
for good his trade and entered the store of 
Mr. Mower Russell in Pl}'mouth, but soon 
removed to Thetford, Vt., where in 1803 
he opened a store. In June 1804, he mar- 
ried first. He had no children by this mar- 
riage. Iti 18 1 2, he married second, Eliza- 
beth, daughter of Rev. Jacob Bumap D. 
D. of Menimac, N. H., by whom he had 
2 sons, Charles and George W. In 18 14, 
15, 16, Bifr. Reed was elected town repre- 
sentative of Hietford and received 5 more 
elections in the next 7 years. In 1818, 
19, he was elected one of the Judges of 
Grange County Court. Having been very 
successful in trade in Thetford and closed 
op business there, he removed to Montpe- 
lier in 1827. In 1830, 31, 32, he was elect- 
ed Judge of probate for the district of 
Washington County, and in 1834, was 
chosen one of the Council of Censors to 
revise the constitution of the State, and 
in 1840, one of the presidential elec- 
tors who threw the vote of Vermont for 
General Harrison, and he was count}* 
treasurer for almost the last 30 years of 
his life. His second wife, who shared his 
cares and his fortunes through nearly the 
most active period of his life, and who v^-as 
the mother of his children, died and he 
married her sister. Miss Lucy Bumap, for 
his third wife, who dying soon after, he 
married his fourth wife. Miss Frances M. 
Cotton, daughter of the Hon. John H. 
Cotton of Windsor, who, with a daughter, 
still survives him. 

Judge Reed at his death. Feb. 6, 1859, 
left a handsome fortune, and, what is far 
better, a character which his descendants 
may be proud to contemplate. Of him, 
his personal peculiarities and general char- 



i acter, it was said, in a tribute from a dis- 
criminate source, which appeared in one 
of our public journals at the time of his 
death, — •* He was a gentleman of the Old 
School, precise and methodical in his hab- 
its ; of noble presence and demeanor ; hon- 
est and sincere in all his dealings ; reser\'ed 
and prudent in his speech, sagacious and 
comprehensive in his views, of resolute 
and unflinching perseverance, and wise 
and ample generosit}*.*' 

This single sentence finely embodies 
the whole of his general character, yet 
some of its peculiar traits may be more 
definitely told. Among which was beside 
his unbending integrity' his particular and 
nice conscientiouness. But the way in 
which Judge Reed effected the most good, 
and for which, doubtless, he will be the 
longest, and by the largest number remem- 
bered, was assisting indigent, but promis- 
ing young men in obtaining an education. 
When, in about middle life, he found he 
had accumulated a property which afforded 
a yearly surplus over the economical sup- 
port of his £unily, and the probable ex- 
pense of educating hb children, he, 'as he 
once told a friend, began to feel it his duty 
to bestow at least a good portion of that 
surplus on objects calculated for public 
good. And distrusting the vinsdom of 
many of the schemes of benevolence in 
vogue, on which others were bestowing 
their charities, he for some time cast about 
him for a system by which to bestow his 
money so that it might conduce to the 
most benefit to indiriduals, and through 
them to society at large. And he soon 
settled on loaning to any poor young man, 
showing promise of usefulness, such sums 
of money as he should need to carry him 
through College, without requiring any se- 
curity for the payment of the amounts ad- 
\*anced, and leaving the payment a wholly 
voluntar)- matter with the beneficiar\-. And 
having made known his intentions, and 
finding no lack of applications, he at once 
put his system in practice, and nobly per- 
severed in keeping it up to the last year 
of his life, and till the number of vouns: 
men educated through his means amount- 
ed to more than twenty, among whom are 
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to be found some of the most eminent men 
of the country, ornamenting the learned 
professions, or adding dignity to the offi- 
cial positions to which their merits have 
raised them. 

Other wealthy men may have been as 
benevolent, others as patriotic, in bestow- 
ing money for temporary purposes, but few 
can boast of having originated, and so 
persistently maintained, for so long a pe- 
iod, a system of benevolence so wise and 
noble, of such wide spread, happy influen- 
ces which have flowed from the one which 
stands associated with the memory of the 
late Joseph Reed. 

HEZEKJAH HUTCHINS REED, 

was bom at Hamstead, N. H., May 26, 
1795, and came with his father, Captain 
Thomas Reed, and family to Montpelier 
in 1804. From 1804 to about 18 12, he 
for the greater part of the time, attended 
the academy in Montpelier, and made 
such proficiency, and exhibited promise 
of so much executive talent, at 16, he suc- 
sessfully taught one of the largest and most 
forward winter schools in his town, and 
soon after went to Fort Atkinson, N. Y., 
and became a clerk in the store of Mr. 
Gove, while the American Army was win- 
tering there in 18 13. When the army re- 
treated southward, he followed it to Pitts- 
burgh , where it took its final stand, and 
remained with it in the capacity of sutler 
till the battle of Plattsburgh, September, 
1 8 14, at which he was present. The fol- 
lowing winter he taught school in Grand 
Isle County; after which he commenced 
the study of the law in the office of the 
Hon. Dan Carpenter of Waterbury; the 
spring of 18 19, was admitted to the Bar^ 
and, during the following summer, went 
West and settled for practice in Troy, 
Ohio ; remained about 5 years, collected 
in his earnings, and invested them in 
flour, which he put on board one of the 
flat boats of the Ohio^ and sailed down to 
Natches, sold it, and with the proceeds in 
his pocket, returned on horse-back through 
Tennessee, Kentucky and Pennsylvania to 
Philadelphia, and then by other convey- 
ance to his old home in Montpelier; 



where he went into partnership with his 
brother, Thomas Reed, Esq., who had al- 
ready opened* a law office in the village. 
This partnership lasted about 20 years, 
and was attended throughout with unusual 
pecuniary success. The Messrs. Reed did 
a very large business, mostly in collecting 
and in honorable speculations, acting as 
advocates in the courts but little more than 
in the management of their own cases. 
They invested largely in the stock of the 
first and second Bank of Montpelier, and 
bought out nearly all the stock of the old 
Winooski Turnpike, which they eventually 
sold out at a good bargain to the Vermont 
Central Railroad Company. They also 
became extensive land owners in this and 
several of the Western States, and their 
purchases of this character all turned out, 
in the aggregate, very profitable invest- 
ments. 

Mr. Reed was elected, by general ticket, 
a member of our Council of Censors in 
1841 ; was one of the delegates of Ver- 
mont to the National Convention which 
nominated Gen. Winfield Scott for Pres- 
ident, and was for many years considered 
one of the most influential politicians in 
the State. In 185 1, 52, he was by a large 
majority elected representative of Montpe- 
lier in the legislature, and on the establish- 
ment of the Vermont Bank, in 1849, ^'^^^ 
chosen its first president and retained in 
the office till his death. 

Mr. Reed was an unusually energetic, 
stirring business man ; but business and 
money-making were evidently not the only 
objects of his life. He was ever public 
spirited, entering into, and often leading 
in, all enterprises designed for the public 
good and the social, religious and educa- 
tional interests of his town, with his usual 
zeal and energy; and was always quite 
ready to help on all such movements by, 
liberal subscriptions. He perhaps should 
be considered the foremost in bringing 
about our present Union School. He gave 
1 1000 towards the building to be erected 
on its establishment. He died suddenly, 
and almost in the prime of his life, of in- 
flammation of the lungs, while on a jour- 
ney to the West, June 15, 1856, and now 
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sleeps in our new Green Mount Cemeter}-, 
which he took so much pride in planning 
and ornamenting. 

THE HONORABLE WILLIAM ITPHAM, 

son of Captain Samuel Upham, was bom 
in Leicester. Mass., Aug. 5, 1792. In 
1802, his £ither and fiimily removed to 
Vermont, and settled on a firm near the 
Centre of Montpelier, where, from 10 to 
about 15 years of age. he worked on tlie 
£uin, only attending the winter schools of 
the common school district in which he 
resided ; when he met with an accident, 
which apparently gave a new turn to his 
destinies for life: — while engaged about 
a dder mQl, his hand so caught in the ma- 
chinery, and all the fingers of the right 
hand, were so crushed that they had to be 
amputated even with the palm. This, un- 
fitting him for manual labor, led his £&ther 
to consent to what had before been his 
wish, the commencement of a course of 
education, preparatory to the study of the 
law. Accordingly he attended the old 
academy, at Montpelier, a few tenns, and 
then, with the late Reverend William Per- 
rin of Berlin for a fellow student, pursued 
the study of Latin and Greek, about one 
year, with the Reverend James Hobart of 
Berlin. In 1808, he entered the office of 
the Hon. Samuel Prentiss, in Montpelier, 
as a law student ; and, after pursuing his 
legal studies there about three years, he 
was admitted to the bar, and soon went in- 
to partnership in the practice of the law 
with the Hon. Nicholas Baylies. After 
continuing in partnership with Mr. Baylies 
a few years, he opened an office alone in 
Montpelier ; and from that time, until his 
election to the United States Senate, he, 
either alone or with temporary partners, 
continued in the constant and successful 
practice of his profession, the business of 
which was ali^-ays more than ample enough 
to require his whole time and attention. 
For the firsi thirty years of his professional 
career, Mr. Upham. with the exception of 
onlv one instance, steadily declined the 
many profers of his friends for bis promo- 
tion to civil office, though his opportunities 
for holding such offices included the chance 



for a seat on the bench of our Supreme 
Court. The excepted instance was in- 
volved in his consent to run as candidate 
for town representative, in 1827: when, 
though the majority of his party was a 
matter of much doubt, he ivas triumphant- 
ly elected. In 1828, he was re-elected, 
and in 1830, received a third election, 
serving throug all the three terms to the 
entire satisfiicdon of his constituents, and 
therein exhibiting talents as a public de- 
bator which gave him a high position in 
the Legislature. In the presidential cam- 
paign, 1840, he, for the first time, took an 
active part in politics, and. to use a mod- 
em phrase, stumped nearly the whole 
State, making himself everywhere known 
to the people by the peculiar traits of his 
popular eloquence, and by doing efficient 
political service in favor of the election of 
General Harrison. In 1841, he was elect- 
ed to a seat in the United States Senate ; 
and in 1847, was re-elected to the same 
distinguished office, and died, at Washing- 
ton, before the completion of his last term. 
Jan. 14, 1853. 

In his professional career, to which the 
main energies of his life were devoted, he 
became widely known as one of the best 
advocates in the State. He ^^-as, indeed, 
what might be called a natural lawyer, and 
the practice of his profession seemed to 
amount to almost a passion with him ; and. 
even in his youth, even before he com- 
menced his legal studies, he would often, 
it was said, leap up frx)m his dreamain his 
bed, and go to pleading some imaginar}* 
law case. And, what he determined to be, 
that, he became, one of the most success- 
ful jur)' lawyers to be found in any country. 
Never hesitating for word, and fluent 
almost beyond example, the st}ie of his 
speaking was rapid, thoroughly earnest, 
and often highly impassioned, and so mag- 
netic was that earnestness and seeming 
confidence in his case, and so skilfully 
>*TOught up were his arg:uments, that bad 
indeed must have been his side of the 
question, if he did not command the sym- 
pathies and convictions of a good part, if 
not all, of the jury. 

As a statesman it ill befits us to judge 
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him, while those, who spoke by more 
authority, and from better opportunities, 
have so well and fully done so. At the 
time the customary resoluEions. on the 
occasion of his death, were introduced in 
Congress, Senator Foot, io his obituary 
address, said of him : 

"His impaired health, for some years 
past, has restrained him from participating 
so generally and so actively in the discus- 
sions of this body, as his inclination might 
otherwise have induced him to do, or his 
ability as a public debator might perhaps 
have demanded of him. Nevertheless his 
speeches on iseveral important and excit- 
ing public questions, have the peculiar im- 
press of his earnestoess, his research, his 
ability and his patriotic devotion to the 
best interests of his country. A strihing 
example is furnished of his fidelity to the 
trust committed to him, and his constant 
aod patient attention to his public duties 
here, in the fact, which 1 had from his own 
mouth, that during the ten years of his 
service in this body, he never absented 
himself from the City of Washington for a 
single day, while Congress was in session, 
and never failed, while the condition of his 
health would permit, of daily occupying 
his seat in the Senate." 

Senator Seward said : 

"William Ui'Ha.m was of Vennont : a 
consistent exponent of her institutions. 
He was amanof strong and vigorous judg- 
ment, which acted always by a process of 
sound, inductive reasoning, and his com- 
peer? here will bear witness that he was 
equal to the varied and vast responsibilities 
of the Senatorial trust. He was a plain, 
unassuming, unostentatious man. He nev- 
er spoke for display, but always for con- 
viction. He was an honest and just man. 
He had gotten nothing by fraud or guile ; 
and so he lived without any fear of losing 
whatever of fortune or position he had 
attained. No gate was so strong, no lock 
so fast and lirm, as the watch he kept 
against the approach of corruption, or even 
undue influence or persuasion. His na- 
tional policy was the increase of industry, 
the cultivation of peace, and the patronage 
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of improvement. He adopted his opinions 
without regard to their popularity, and 
never stiHed his convictions of truth, nor 
suppressed their utterance, through any 
fear or favor, or of faction ; but he was, on 
the contrary, consistent and constant 

Mr. Upham's best known speeches in 
the Senate are his speech on Three MtUion 
Bill, delivered March i, 1847; on The Ten 
Jiegiment Bill, andlke Mexican War, de- 
livered Feb. IS, 1848; on the Billtaa- 
tablish Ttrriiorial Governments of Oregon, 
New Mexico and Ciilifornia, delivered Ju- 
ly 28, 1848 \ on the Compromise Bill, de- 
livered July I and 1, 1850. 

These were all published in pamphlet 
form, as well as in all the leading political 
papers of the day, and at once received 
the stamp of public approbation as elabo- 
rate and able efforts. But besides these, 
and besides also the numerous written and 
published reports he made during his Con- 
gressional career, as chairman of commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims, on the Ttisl 
Office and Post Roads, and of other com- 
mittees, Mr. Upham made many other 
speeches on various subjects, which, 
though less extensively circulated perhaps, 
than those above enumerated, yet received 
almost equal praise from high quarters. 

Of the latter may be cited, as an instance, 
his speech in opposition to the Tariff bill 
of 1846; and to show the approbation with 
which it was received, at the lime, among 
distinguished men, we are permitted to 
copy a characteristic note from Mr. Web- 
ster, which was sent Mr. Upham, the even- 
ing after the speech was delivered, and 
which, after hk death, was found among 
his private papers : 

Thursdav Eve., July 26, 1846. 

My Dear Sir : — If you could convenient- 
ly call at my house, at eight or nine o'clock 
in the morning, 1 should be glad to see 
you for five minutes. 1 wish to take down 
some of your statements respecting the 
market abroad, for our wool. Following 
in your track, m^ work is to compare the 
value of the foreign and home markets. 
Yours truly, Daniel Webster. 

if] had the honor of being a corre- 
spondent of Mrs. Upham, I should write 
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to her to say, that you had made an excel- 
lent speech. The point, of the duty of 
government to fulfil its pledges, so fre- 
quently and solemnly made, was exhibited 
in a very strong light. d. w. 

A firiend wrote that the Senator " was 
keenly sensible of the dignity of his office, 
and careful in th^ discharge of its duties, 
and from his constancy, industr>', and in- 
tegrity, he was one of the most useful 
members of the senate."" 

MRS. SARAH UPHAM. 

Sarah Keyes, wife of the Hon. Senator, 
wasborninAshfofd,Conn. She was a sister 
of Mrs. Thomas Brooks of Montpelier, the 
grandmother of Gen. W. T. Brooks, the 
distinguished commander of the Vermont 
Brigade through part of the war of the Re- 
bellion, and while with her sister here, 
became acquainted with Mr. Upham, with 
whom, at the early age of 19, she united 
her destinies for life. Many a public man 
has been left to regret that he had not a 
partner who, by her personal attractions, 
wit and conversational powers, was fitted 
to sustain herself in the social circles into 
which his high position brought him. Not 
so Mr. Upham ; his wife, who usually at- 
tended him to Washington, readily and 
gracefully sustained herself among the best 
society congregated at the National Capi- 
tal, and was ever, at home or abroad, the 
cordial, sparkling, intelligent woman, and 
eminently popular. Each successive season 
for years, and after her own family had 
grown up, the young people of Montpelier 
were indebted to her, more than to any 
other lady at the Capital, for her inexclu- 
sive hospitalities, and efforts that never 
wearied, to promote their happiness and 
culture ; for the numerous oleasant parties 
at which, with the approbation of her lib- 
eral, warm-souled and congenial husband, 
she delighted to gather them at her house, 
within her beautiful home, under her charm- 
ing influence. Her very presence was re- 
fining and a delight. A lady so charitable, ! 
magnetic and influential is a great gift ^o j 
society. Such was Mrs. Upham, as still 
remembered bv numerous friends, and what 
to her surviving daughters is more pre- 
cious, and for the example of women more 
beautiful, she wzs no less marked and ex- 



cellent in her every-day lifie of £unily duties 
and cares and affections — the wise and 
able woman in her own house. The rich- 
est fiiiit must ripen and £U1. After her 
husband died, though of a buoyant dispos- 
tion, and striving hard to bear her loss with 
Christian resignation, she soon b^;aii to 
droop, and on the 8th of May, after, 1856, 
followed him to the grave, mourned by 
her children and many friends. The por- 
trait of Mrs. Upham in this vohune was 
copied finom a painting done shordy after 
her marriage, while that of the Senator 
was taken many years later. e. p. w. 

WILUAM KEVES UPHAM, 

oldest son of Senator CTpham, was bom in 
Montpelier, April 3, 18 17, admitted to the 
bar there, and soon thereafter removed to 
Ohio, where he gained a laige and lucra- 
tive practice, and ultimately rose to the t 
head of his profession in that State, rank- 
ing, wrote a biographer, '*with Chase, 
Stanton, Corwin, Vinton, John A. Bing- 
ham, and others.^ This statement has 
been confirmed to the writer of this note 
by a judge of an Ohio court, in which Mr. 
Upham practiced. He died Mar. 22, 1 865, 
and a handsome monument was erected to 
him by the bar of Stark Co., O. e. p. w. 

MAJ. CHARLES C. UPHAM, 

the second son of Senator Upham, was 
bom in Montpelier, April 3, 18 19, and was 
educated there. In 1852, he entered the 
U. S. Nav)' as Paymaster, and by his con- 
duct so fiu- won the confidence of the de- 
partment that he was assigned to duties of 
a confidential character. He died sud- 
denly at Montpelier, June 10, 1868. His 
wife, Mrs. Abbie E. Upham, did not long 
survive him. e. p. w. 

MRS. GEORGE LANGDON, 

who was Sarah Sumner, oldest daughter 
of Senator Upham, was born in Mont- 
pelier, and Mary Annette, youngest 
daughter of Senator Upham, resides with 
her. Both of these ladies have inherited 
aU the beautiful graces and the remarkable 
characteristics of their mother, and are 
favorites as well in the Capitals of Ver- 
mont and the Nation, as elsewhere. They 
are both still living, [1881.] e. p. w. 
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COL. JONATHAN PECKHAM MILLER 

was born in Randolph, Feb. 24, 1797. His 
father, who died in 1799, ^^^ given him to 
his uncle, Jonathan Peckham, who, dying 
about 1805, appears to have commended 
the boy to the care of Capt. John Granger, 
of the same town, and with that gen- 
tleman he resided till 181 3, when he went 
to Woodstock to learn the tanner^s trade. 
He did not remain long there, however, 
before sickness compelled him to return ; 
and his illness settling into protracted 
feeble health, he made Mr. Granger's house 
his home for the next 4 years. But during 
this time the invasion of Pittsburgh by 
the British occurring, and Capt. Lebbeus 
Egerton, of that town, having raised a 
company of volunteers to go to the rescue, 
young Miller, sick or well, determined on 
joining the expedition, which, neverthe- 
less, turned out to be a bloodless one ; for 
the company had not quite time to reach 
the scene of action before the battle was 
over, and the enemy had beat a retreat ; 
when they all returned to Randolph, with 
no other glory than that which arose from 
this good showing of their patriotic inten- 
tions. Whether this incident started in 
Miller a taste for military affairs, or whether 
he began to feel farming would prove too 
tame an occupation for him, is not fully 
known ; but certain it is, as early as 18 17, 
he resolved to change his mode of life, and 
went to Marblehead, Mass., where a com- 
pany of United States troops were sta- 
tioned, and enlisted as a common soldier 
in the army. He continued in the service 
about 2 years, being a part of the time sta- 
tioned on our northern frontier, when, his 
health again failing, he procured a dis- 
charge, and returned to Randolph, where 
he attended the academy of that town, and 
soon began to fit for college. After dili- 
gently prosecuting his studies here till the 
summer of 1821, he entered Dartmouth 
College ; but, for some reason, left in the 
course of a few weeks, and joined a class, 
of like standing as the one he had been in 
at Dartmouth, in the University of Ver- 
mont. At Burlington College, he steadily 
pursued his studies, advancing with the 
rest of his class, to almost the last year of ' 

S8 



the prescribed course of collegiate require- 
ments, when. May 24, 1824, the college 
buildings accidentally caught fire and were 
totally consumed, and with them a portion 
of the public library and the private books 
of the students, among which were those 
of Mr. Miller. 

He was now afloat again ; but does not 
appear to have long hesitated in making 
up his mind upon a course of action for 
his immediate future. The struggles of 
Greece for liberty had by this time become 
the theme of every American fireside, and 
the appalling woes her people were suffer- 
ing from the remorseless cruelties of their 
turbaned oppressors, had already enlisted 
the sympathies of every American heart 
that could feel for anything. As might be 
expected of one of Miller's warm and pat- 
riotic nature, his feelings had been among 
those of the first to be aroused at the re- 
cital of these tales of outrage. But here- 
tofore he had been engaged in the accom- 
plishment of the task before him — the com- 
pletion of his college course. He thought 
it hardly worth his while now, however, at 
his age, to enter a new college for this pur- 
pose, and, if not, his time was on his own 
hands. Why, then, should he not go to 
succor the oppressed, as well as other pat- 
riotic Americans who had already sailed 
for Greece, or were intending shortly to do 
so ? With th e question , came the decision . 

He knew there was in Boston an asso- 
ciation of wealthy and influential gentle- 
men, styled the Greek Committee, who had 
been selected to receive and appropriate 
contributions for the Greek cause, by pur- 
chasing needed munitions, or by furnish- 
ing the means of transit to those who, 
without such means, were willing to volun- 
teer their personal services in behalf of the 
oppressed. But he must first obtain an 
introduction to them ; and lor this purpose 
he went to Gov. Van Ness, at the destruc- 
tion of whose house by fire, a short time 
before, he knew he had performed an im- 
portant and dangerous service in rescuing 
valuable property from the flames. The 
Governor, who never forgot a benefit, wrote 
a letter, not only of introduction, but of 
warm recommendation of Mr. Miller, to 
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the Hon. Thomas L. Winthrop, and the 
Hon. Edward Everett, the President and 
Secretary of the Greek Association, who, 
in their turn, gave him letters to the Pres- 
ident and leading members of the Greek 
Government, at Missolonghi, and furnish- 
ed him withal, with over $300, to enable 
him to pay his passage, equip himself with 
a good personal outfit, and have money left 
for exigencies that might arise after he 
had reached his destination ; when he, with 
other American volimteers, sailed for Malta, 
Aug. 21, 1824. After reaching that place, 
and spending a few weeks, and at some 
other of the neighboring islands, he pro- 
ceeded to the fsLttd Missolonghi, and en- 
quired out the house which Lord B>Ton, 
then very late deceased, had made his 
headquarters, and which had been retained 
for the ordinary meetings of the members 
of the government of Western Greece. 
Here he encountered Dr. Mayer, who was 
a root of the fighting stock of William Tell, 
of Switzerland, and had, for several of the 
last years, been one of the bravest and 
most useful of the European volunteers in 
Greece. Mr. Miller presented his creden- 
tials to the E)octor, and was promised an 
early presentation to members of the gov- 
ernment. He was also invited to take up 
his quarters in that house, and having been 
shown a room where he might take a little 
of the repose he so much needed, he 
wrapped his cloak around him, threw him- 
self down on the floor, and was soon asleep. 
Before long, however, he was awakened by 
the entrance of a man already widely known 
through Europe and America. This was 
Gen. George Jarvis, a son of Benjamin 
Jarvis, of New York, who held a situation 
under the U. S. Government in Germany, 
where the son was bom, educated and 
reared to manhood. He entered the Greek 
service in 1821 , and continued in it through 
the whole of that memorable struggle, 
passing through every grade of militar)- 
office to the rank of brigadier general of 
Lord Byron's brigade, and seeing, prob- 
ably, more fighting, and undergoing more 
suffering and hardship than any one of all 
the heroes of Greece. He and Mr. Miller 
appear to have almost at once made the 



discovery that they were congenial spirits, 
and a mutual friendship and respect sprang 
up between them, which soon resulted in 
Mr. Miller's appointment as one of the 
General s staff officers, with ihe rank of 
colonel in the Greek service. 

It is not our purpose to follow Colonel 
Miller through the various hardships he 
endured through the next 2 years of that 
wild and bloody conflict, nor enumerate 
those feats of arms which seem so to have 
awakened the admiration of the Greeks, 
and caused him to be known among them 
by the peculiar name of The AmerioM Dare 
Devil. Let an instance or two, which we 
have had from his own lips, ser>'e as a 
specimen of his many personal risks and 
escapes, as well as of hb individual daring. 

On one occasion, when he was stationed 
in command of a small band of soldiers in 
a walled garden, a few miles fi-om Napoli, 
he suddenly discovered the place to be 
surrounded bv a force of some thousand 
Turkish troops. Knowing that the instant 
the weakness of his band was discovered 
they would all be sacrificed on the spot. 
Col. Miller at once resolved on the des- 
perate expedient of a sally right into the 
mouth of the lion, and calling on his band 
to follow at his heels, he dashed out into 
the midst of the closely investing foe, 
firing his girdle full of pistols, and sLish- 
ing about him With his sword as he went, 
with such fuT}' as to astonish the Turks, 
who supposing, of course, the garden to be 
full of Greeks, about to scatter death 
among them from behind the walls, in- 
stantly became panic struck and fied. 

Another instance of a similar character 

occurred in a different part of the peninsula, 

when Gen. Jar\is and Col. Miller, with a 

small force, being unexf)ectedly beset by a 

large body of Turkish cavalry, were wholly 

: cut off from their companions, and, as 

. their only chance of escaping with life, 

: were compelled to run for a piece of woods 

at the top of a hill a fourth of a mile dis- 

I 

' tant. But this only resort came near prov- 
ing a fatal one. A large squad of the 
mounted fiends pursued them, and were all 
I within pistol shot, while the woods were 
I yet too far distant to be reached by them. 
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They supposed there was but a moment 
more for them in this world ; but they re- 
solved that that moment should not be 
passed unimproved . They suddenly wheel- 
ed round, drew up their pieces, and fired 
directly into the faces of their pursuers, 
who, in surprise at the strange act, came 
to a dead halt, and the next instant turned 
and fled, doubdess believing that they 
would not take such a stand unless there 
lay concealed in the borders of the woods 
a force of their foes, from whom it was 
their wisdom to escape while they could. 

The first of these instances we find in 
substance related in Post s Visits to Greece 
and Constantinople in 1827, and also in 
Dr, Howe'^s History of Greece^ and the 
latter, not before named in history, is 
doubtless an equally veritable incident. 

Besides the many personal encounters 
and skirmishes with the foes of Greece, of 
the character of those just described. Col. 
Miller was an active participant in several 
important engagements, in which his gal- 
lantry appears to have attracted favorable 
notice. Among these we find one hand- 
somely alluded to in the lately published 
volume of ^^ Travels in Greece and Russia y'' 
by Bayard Taylor : 

At the end of the Argive plain is the 
little village of Miles, where Ypsilanti 
gained a splendid victory over the troops 
of Ibrahim Pacha, and Col. Miller greatly 
distinguished himself. 

But the most continuous, the hardest 
and most important of Col. Miller's mil- 
itary services in Greece were in the terri- 
ble twelve months' siege of the ill-fiited 
Missolonghi, one of the most wealthy and 
populous towns of the Grecian peninsula. 
We have space only to give a general idea 
of the character of this siege ; and this idea 
will perhaps be the best given by a letter 
from Dr. Mayer, of whom we have before 
spoken, and who was one of the 130 per- 
sons perishing in the last defense of the 
place, written within three days before his 
death ; and in another letter from Colonel 
Miller himself to Edward Everett, after 
Missolonghi had fallen, and he had es- 
caped with the remnant of the besieged, 
as he has described, out of the city, but 
not out of danger : 



DR. MAYER'S LETTER. 

The labors which we have undergone, 
and a wound I have received in the shoul- 
der, which I am in expectation is one 
which will be m^ passport to eternity, have 
prevented me till now from bidding you 
my last adieus. We are reduced to teed 
on the most di.sgusting animals ; we are 
suffering horribly from hunger and thirst. 
Sickness adds much to the calamities that 
overwhelm us. More than 1740 of our 
brothers are dead. More than 100,000 
bombs and balls, thrown by the enemy, 
have destroyed our bastions and our houses. 
We have been terribly distressed by cold, 
and we have suffered great want of food. 
Notwithstanding so many privations, it is 
a great and noble spectacle to witness the 
ardor and devotednens of the garrison. A 
few days more, and these brave men will 
be angelic spirits, who will accuse before 
God the indifference of chrbtendom for a 
cause which is that of religion. All the 
Albanians who deserted from the standard 
of Reschid Pacha have now rallied under 
that of Ibrahim. In the napie of all our 
brave men, among whom are Noto Bot- 
zaris, Travellas, Papodia Mautopolas, 
and myself, whom the government has ap- 
pointed generals to a body of its troops, 
I announce to you the resolution, sworn to 
before Heaven, to defend, foot by foot, the 
land of Missolonghi, and bury ourselves^ 
without listening to any capitulation, under 
the ruins of this city. History will render 
us justice ; posterity will weep over our 
misfortunes. I am proud to thmk that the 
blood of a Swiss, of a child of William 
Tell, is about to mingle with that of the 
heroes of Greece. May the relation of 
the sieg© of Missolonghi, which I have 
written, survive me. I have made sev- 
eral copies of it. Cause this letter, dear 
S , to be inserted in some public jour- 
nal. 

This beautiful and touching letter to a 
friend has been preserved in the History 
of Greece. Col. Miller's letter, which was 
also embodied in the same history, is as 
follows : 

Napoli de Romania, \ 
May 3, 1826. \ 
Edward Everett : 

Honored and Dear Friend: — It is with 
emotions not to be expressed, that I now 
attempt to ^ve an account of the fall of 
Missolonghi,and the heart-rending situation 
of ill-fated Greece. Missolonghi fell into 
the hands of the Turks, eight days since, 
after a gallant defense of eleven months 
and a half. When we take into consider- 
ation the means of its defense, and the 
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overwhelming numbers that approached it ! This was the last of all systematic re- 
by sea and land, there cannot be a doubt . sistance the poor Greeks were able to 

S! £d dth« ilSdentf «^S«^' ! -"« ' -«^ *^"^Tr " ^'^^ '"^•!^ 
The particulare of its fall are enough to country, a subdued, but not conquered 

draw tears from the most obdurate and un- ! people, till the Christian nations having 
feeling heart, and will bring into action ' been aroused, the naval victor)- at Navarino 
tfie energies of the Christian w-orld, if. in- , ^^^^^ ^j,^ independence of their country, 
deed, such a world can be said to exist. I '^ 

Pardon me. my dear sir ; the agonies of j ^^^ ^^ people, in the meanwhUe, were in 

my mind cause the expression ; for who | a starving condition ; and Col. Miller, after 
can believe, that, in an a«e like thb, if lingering there tiU faD, came here to the 

^"^LT^rt^"^' ''^- ^^""^^ ^> '^' United States to arouse his countrjTnen to 
lowed to butcher an entire population ? _, r -u • ^ • • • ^ 

Missolonghi contained over 8,000 in- *"^ ^^"^ O' contnbuong for supplymg of 
habitants at the time of its surrender, or their wants. Arriving here in November, 
rather of its destruction. There were no j he lectured through most of the Northern 
more than 3.000 capable of bearing arms ; j ^^ Middle States fi-ith that object : but in 
the rest were women and children. We ! « u o u-i 1. j 1. 

were reduced to the last extremity for pro- | ^^^' '^27, while thus engaged, he was 
visions, having eaten all the mules and appointed by the N. Y. Greek Committee 



horses which were in the place, when the 



to the agenc}' of going to Greece and so- 



gloomy inhabifants were cheered by the j perintending the distribution among the 
amval of the Greek fleet; but alas ! the 1 "^ - . . f u- r i_ ^ ^ e 

gallant Mianlis found the Turkish force j suffenng mhabitants of that country of a 

too strong for his little squadron. After 1 cargo of proWsions that had been ah-eady 
sustaining considerable loss in three at- ' coUected for them. He went, was gone 
tempts to break through the Turkish fleet, i ^bout a year, and discharged his dut\' to 

he retired. Theinhabitantsof Missolonehi I . r ^^ '. r ,• r.u Z: j ri- 

were now driven to desperation. They i ^« ^^ satisfaction of the friends of Greece 
knew of the unhappy fate of those who had j here, as the proofs, published with his 
been taken at Aurtolico, and of the out- ! journal by the Harpers of New York, after 

rages the i^abs would commit if the place : his return, abundantly make manifest, 
should capitulate. They took a homd but ' t,, ^ 1 r *u j 

glorious i^esolution of blo^-ing into the air ^^"^ ^gg^^g^^^ ^'^"^ of the prousions and 
flieu- wives, daughters and sons. I call it clothing distnbuted by him in Greece was 
glorious, because the women desired it; over $75,000. Yet it was found to be well 
and there was no possible way of prevent- for the beneficiaries that he could act both 

'""^ ^^L^*'^?''.'^H'^S!"'^1?^t^''"'^^ in the character of almoner and soldier 
upon the women and boys, if they once . , _ . _ ^ , 

should get them into their power. They with equal efficiency. For. when he ar- 

all assembled at the old Turkish Seraglio, rived in Greece, he was beset by sharpers 

Their husbands and brothers, after laying and mercenar>- villains of all kinds, who 

a tnun of powder, embraced them for the i^,e„tly demanded portions of his cargo 

last time, then giving them matches, left .,/„,.. *: , r J^ 

them to set fire to the train. The men »» Respite all his judicious rules for dis- 

then prepared themselves for cutting their tribution ; and in one instance a scheme 

way through the Turkish camp, sword in was laid to get possession of his whole 

hand. And out of the 3,000, only 1,000 ^^^ j^ ^.^^^ probably have been 

are said to have escaped. * , „ T , , ,, 

There is the greatest sorrow here,women successftil, as well as the less bold attempts 

beating their breasts, and askine every of the kind, but for the decisive stand and 

Frank they meet, ** if aU the Christian personal intrepidity of Col. Miller, who. 

world has forsaken them?-' I must close ^^ ^^^^ occasions', would throw off the 

this hastv scrawl, for my heart is too mil , ^ , 1 • » . 

to write more. 1 lost all mv articles of character of the almoner as quick as the 

European clothing at Missofonghi. But Quakerdid his coat, draw sword and pistols, 

this Ls nothing. If 1 am happy enough to and drive the lying knaves from his pres- 

escape, 1 shall go to Sm\Tna. ence. 

My reeards to Mrs. Everett. I am ' , ^ - ,.1 .j 

thankful ft is not for her to endure the dis- '■^"^^'^g ^^^ ^^^"^^ ^^'^^^^ '''^'^ destined 

tress of the fair, but ill-fated daughters of to become permanent remembrancers of 

Greece. Col. Miller's expedition to Greece, was 

I am, dear sir, v^nth due respect, your ^^e adoption and education of a Greek 
humble servant, J. P. Miller. 
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orphan boy, Lucas Miltiades, who, after 
having received through his childhoodaad 
youth from the Colonel all the privileges 
and affectioaate care and kindness which 
father could have bestowed, removed West 
soon after reaching his majority. And 
Lucas Miltiades Miller has now become, 
through the advantages thus received, and 
his own capacity, energy and enterprise, 
one of the most respected, wealthy and in- 
fluential citizens of Wisconsin. 

Lucas M. was the younger of two broth- 
ers brought to ihi,'* country by Coi. Miller 
and Dr. Russ, the intimate friend of the 
former, and one of the most cultivated, 
noble and efficient of all his compatriotsir 
the Greek Revolution. 

Another momenlo was what now should 
be considered aD antiquarian relic of great 
interest — nothing less than the veritabli 
sword which Lord Bryon wore in his Greek 
campaign. Lord Bryon gave this sword 
to a young Greek named Loukas, a Cap- 
tain in his legion, who afterwards was shot 
dead in .1 sortie from the Acropolis at Ath- 
ens ; and being found with his sword 
knotted to his wrist, was carried into the 
fortress. When the sword and his clothing 
were sold for the bcnetil of his sisters by 
the English Consul of Poros, who was re- 
quested lo take charge of the effects of the 
deceased, Col. Miller, being present at the 
sale, purcha.«ed the sword and brought it 
home on his second return. He loaned it 
to a Mr. Castanis, a native Greek lecturer, 
by whom it was carried back to Greece, 
and for a long time was supposed to be 
last. Bui when, a few years since. Col. 
Miller''s daughter, who In the meantime 
had grown 10 womanhood and married Mr. 
Abijah Keith, of Monlpelier, visitedGreece 
with her husband, and while there receiv- 
ing the flattering aiteniions of the many 
who called on her in manifestation of their 
gratitude for what her father had once 
done for them, for their relatives and for 
their countr)-, she learned the whereabouts 
of Mr. Castattis and this sword, and soon 
recovered it. And being at the house of 
the now celebrated (rtorge Finlay, of 
Athens, known not only as Lord Byron's 
early British associate in Greece, but as. 



the learned antiquarian, and historian of 
the different eras of Greece, he at once 
identified the sword, and gave Mr. and 
Mrs. Keith the following eertilicate, which 
we copy from the original in their posses- 
Mr. and Mrs. Keith have just shown me 
the sword which Col. Miller purchased at 
Poros, at the sale of the effects of Captain 
Loukais ; — This sword 1 have seen in Lord 
Byron's possession, before he gave it to 
Loukas: and I was present at Poros when 
it was sold. Geoh(ik Finlay. 

Athens, 17 January, 1S53. 
Dr. Russ, who has already been men- 
tioned, and who is still living in New York, 
will also attest to all the materia! ^ts 
above presented. 

The identity of this sword, which has an 
Asiatic inscription on the blade, with 
Byron's initial and a crpwn engraved on 
the hilt, is thus placed beyond a cavil. 

Soonnfter his second return from Greece, 
Col. Miller came to Montpelier. and took 
uphis permanent residence, passed through 
a regular course of legal studies, was ad- 
mitted to liie bar, and opened a law office 
in the place In company with Nicholas 
Baylies, Est]. 

In June, i8z8, he married the daughter 
of Capt. Jonathan Arms, a capitalist. In 
1830, '31 and '33, he was elected the rep- 
resentative of Berlin, within whose borders 
he was then residing with his father-in-law. 
Capt. Arms. During the session of the 
legislature of t833. Col. Miller introduced 
the following resolution : 
Whereas, slavery and the slave trade, 
existing in the District of Columbia, are 
contrary to the broad declaration of our 
Hill of Rights, which declares that liberty 
is the inahenable right of all men ; and 
whereas they are a national evil, disgrace 
and crime, which ought to be abolished ; 
and whereas the power of legislation for 
that District is with the Congress of these 
United States, therefore, 
Rtsolvtd, the Governor and Council con- 
rrine herein, that our Senators in Con- 
ess oe directed, and representatives in 
([Congress be requested, to use their eo- 
deavots to effect the abolition of slavery 
and the slave trade in the District of 
Columbia. 

This i)reamble and resolution, which we 
have copied at large, not only because 
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Col. Miller was the mover, but because same characteristics by whiclv he was 
they constituted the first anti-slavery move- known in all his public actions — a fearless 
ment in the legislature of Vermont, were, utterance of his opinions, and a straight- 
after lying on the table some weeks, called forward, unstudied frankness, united with 
up by Mr. Miller, earnestly supported by ! a soldierly bearing, which, with the af- 
him, and, — that being long before it was | fectedly refined, was considered as ap- 
good policy for leading politicians to sup- proaching the borders of roughness. As 
port anti-slavery resolutions, — opposed by a citizen, he was public-spirited, without 
Mr. Foot, of Rutland, who moved to dis- i vices, and benevolent to a proverb. He 
miss the resolution. The House, how- \ always had around him half a regiment of 
ever, refused to dismiss it, by 20 majority, I the poor, or poor tenants, who came not 
but consented to refer it to the next ses- to pay him rents, but to obtain additional 
sion, when it was finally dismissed by 15 . £avors ; and the £actthat both these classes 
majority. continued to throng him through life is 

From about this time, however, Colonel sufficient evidence that they never went 
Miller gave his almost undivided attentions ; away emptyhanded. He must have given 
and sympathies to the cause of anti- '. away, during his residence in Montpelier, 
slavery, lecturing in all parts of the State, I in priN-ate charities, in the furtherance of 
and not only bestowing his time and ! the anti-slaver)- cause, and in aidance of 
labors, but a large amount of money for ; educational or benevolent institutions, the 
its advancement. And it probably is not : largest part of a handsome fortune, re- 
too much to say that no man ever did as ! ceiving in return nothing but the good 
much as C<d. Miller, in building up the I name he carried to hb grave, 
anti-slavery party of Vermont, and putting 1 He died prematurely, in consequence of 



it on that onward march and steady in- 
crease, which raised it to a power that 
made it necessar}' for the dominant part}', 
as a matter of self-preservation, to adopt 
Its principles and take all its members into 



an accidental injur)- to his spine, Feb. 17, 
1847, leaving a wife and one child, the 
daughter to whom we have before alluded, 
Mrs. Abijah Keith ; and he now sleeps on 
the boldest point of yonder Green Mount 



political fellowship. . Cemetery, beneath the massive, square. 

In 1840, Col. Miller, one of the two rough granite obelisk, so t>'pical, in many 
Vermont delegates, attended the World's respects, of his Roman Wrtues and strong 
Anti-Slaver}' Convention, in London,where ^ traits of character. 

he appears to have been much noticed by ; [Sarah Arms, the widow of Col. Miller, 
Daniel 0"ConneU, Lord Brougham, and ' died m Chicago, Dec. 22, 1864, aged 76. 
other leading men of the kingdom, to ! Her remains were brought back to Mont- 
whom he had formerly become known by ; pelier, and interred in Green Mount Cem- 
his championship of oppressed Greece. | ctery, by the side of her renowned and 
He took a prominent part in the debates | honorable husband.] 
of this celebrated convention. And, in ' 

glancing over the volume of its proceed- i ^^^' ^' ^' Thompson.— [For biograph- 
ings, publbhed the next year in London, • »^ ^^^^"^^ ^^ ^^''' Thompson, see Berlin, 
we are unable to perceive why his speeches P^^e 69 of vol. i y, this work.] 
do not honorably compare with the major- george robinson Thompson, 

ity of those of the many very able men of was born at Montpelier, Jan. 3, 1834. 
whom that body was composed. He was the oldest son of the late Hon. 

As a public speaker. Col. Miller was Daniel P. Thompson. He fitted for col- 
off-hand, bold and earnest, appearing more lege at the Washington County Grammar 
solicitous of bringing out his principles School, and entered the L'niversity in 
with effect, than of draping his thoughts 1849: graduating in 1853. He studied 
with the graces of oratory. And in his law at Montpelier, and was for two vears 
manners in pri\-ate life, he exhibited the clerk of the House of Representatives, and 
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removed in 1856 to New York to practice 
his profession, where he acquired a good 
position. Mr. Thompson was a man of 
fine literary attainments and very social 
tastes. On the night of Feb. 6, 1 871, on 
his way to Albany to argue a case before 
the Court of Appeals, he was instantly 
killed by a disaster to the train at New 
Hamburgh, N. Y. Mr. Thompson mar- 
ried a daughter of the late Dr. T. C. Tap- 
lin, of Montpelier, and left two children. 

Daniel G. Thompson, youngest son 
of the late Hon. D. P. Thompson, is now 
practising law in New York city, being the 
junior member of the legal firm of Jordan, 
Stiles & Thompson, the senior of which 
is Hon. Edward Jordan, late Solicitor of 
the Treasury. 



ADDITIONAL BIOGRAPHIES. 

HON. LUCIUS B. PECK, 

Lawyer and Member of Congress, and forty years a 
resident of Montpelier. 

ADDRESS OF B. F. FIFIELD, Esq., 

By request of the Bar, read be/ore the oMsembUd 
Courty — His Honor, Asahel Peck, presiding. 

May it please the Court: 

On the 28th day of December last, in a 
neighboring state, amid the friendless as- 
sociations of a strange city, Hon. Lucius 
B. Peck died of paralysis, in the 65th 
year of his age. On the 29th his remains 
were brought to his old home in Montpe- 
lier, and on the 30th, at the Pavilion Ho- 
tel, they were viewed with sorrow and re- 
gret by his old friends and fellow towns- 
men. On the 31st, at 4 o'clock, P. M.,*we 
attended his funeral in a body ; we heard 
pronounced the touching and impressive 
words of the Episcopal burial service ; we 
listened to the solemn chant of anthems 
breathing forth in melodious numbers 
consolation to the living and blessings up- 
on the dead, and as the lingering twilight 
of the departing year faded away in the 
west, we silently and mournfully followed 
the remains of him whom we respected and 
loved, and deposited them within the cold 
walls of the tomb. 

To-night, in pursuance of a time-hon- 
ored custom, we meet to testify our respect 
for our eminent friend, and upon me has 



been imposed the grateful duty, not to 
pronounce his euology, but to speak of 
those qualities of mind and heart which 
rendered him so popular with the Court, 
so respected by the public, so dear to us 
aU. 

Lucius B. Peck was the son of General 
John Peck, and was bom in October, 1802, 
at Waterbury, in this county. He lived 
there until he was nineteen years of age, 
when, having finished a preparatory course, 
he was admitted a£ a cadet to the Military 
Academy at West Point, July i, 1822, 
where he stayed one year. Although he 
was studious and scholarly, and took a 
high rank in his class, he was compelled 
to resign on account of ill health. His 
resignation was accepted Aug. 15, 1823. 
The following year, having regained his 
health, he entered the office of Hon. Sam- 
uel Prentiss as a student-at-law. 

From those who were his fellow students, 
I learn that here he first began to develop 
those powers of clear discrimination and 
accurate judgment for which he was after- 
wards so much distinguished. 

After about one year spent in laborious 
toil under the guiding hand of Judge Pren- 
tiss, he went into the office of Hon. Deni- 
son Smith of Barre, where he completed 
his studies and was admitted to the bar in 
this county at the September term, 1825. 

He immediately formed a partnership 
with Mr. Smith, who, at this time, was ad- 
vanced in years, and with a large practice. 
The duties that this connection imposed 
upon Mr. Peck were arduous, but exceed- 
ingly beneficial. He felt these responsi- 
bilities and labored like a Hercules to be 
equal to them. His modesty of manner 
excited sympathy, and his clearness of 
mind challenged attention. While the old 
clients of Mr. Smith at first naturally 
doubted his untried hand, acquaintance 
soon begot familiarity, and familiarity con- 
fidence, and in a few years, we find Mr. 
Peck in the full tide of successful practice 
in Orange and Washington counties. 

So great was the confidence of the pub- 
lic, that at this early age, soon after he 
commenced practice, he was sent to the 
Legislature as the representative of Barre. 
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Though he talked little, he always talked 
well. His deference to the opinions of 
others was always marked, and generally 
he found greater pleasure in being an at- 
tentive listener than a noisy debator. 

About 1827, Mr. Smith died, and soon 
afterwards Mr. Peck removed to Montpe- 
lier, and continued the practice of law here 
from that time till the time of his death. 
From the time Mr. Peck removed to Mont- 
ier his practice was constantly increasing. 
He began to be generally known over the 
State ; in Orange county, he was engaged 
in almost every case. 

Dillingham, Upham and Collamer also 
practiced there, — all men of superior abil- 
ity. Pitted against each other their wits 
were sharpened and the traces always kept 
tight. The sharp retort, the fier)' .sarcasm, 
the nervous energ>' of Mr. Upham found 
their match in the cool, deliberate, mental 
power of Mr. Peck ; they were generally 
matched against each other. 

It should be remembered that courts are 
not now what they were then. There were 
no railroads then ; local attachments and 
feelings were stronger than now. The 
county seat was to the county a center to 
which all eyes were turned on court day. 
The hotels were filled, the court-house 
jammed with an interested and partisan 
audience, who were keen to s)'mpathize 
with and applaud any happy hit which 
came from the lawyer who vindicated the 
cause in which they happened to believe. 
Thus emulation was created ; each lawyer 
knew what was expected of him . He stood 
not in representation of his client alone, 
but he stood to vindicate a just cause and 
hurl back all anathemas that trenched upon 
the rectitude of the intentions of his client, 
his witnesses and friends. The opposing 
counsel stood as gladiators, determined to 
win or die. 

Mr. Upham was the senior of Mr. Peck, 
but he had for him a profound respect ; 
after the battle was over they were the best 
of friends. They were wholly dissimilar. 
Mr. Upham was fiery, impetuous and 
headstrong. Mr. Peck was slow, deliber- 
ate and argumentative, but as he proceeded 
the hearers felt that a strong mental pow- 



er was operating to instruct the under- 
standing and convince the mind. 

Mr. Upham^ power lay in his extreme 
eamestnesss, his biting denunciations, and 
often his eloquent appeals to the passJons 
or prejudices of his hearers. 

Mr. Peck^s lay in the candor and £ur- 
ness of his statement, and the matchless 
elimination of truth from fiilsehood. 

These very dissimilarities in their cbar* 
acters contributed to make them friends, 
and the more that each recognized in the 
other what was wanting in himself. 

There was Dillingham, too, the last of 
them now living, whose emotional counte- 
nance and musical voice, notwithstanding 
the fire of Mr. Upham and the candor of 
Mr. Peck, were very apt to snatch die 
verdict from both if he could only get the 
close of the case. 

It was with such men, and amid such 
surroundings, that Mr. Peck practiced 
from the time he came to Montpelierdown 
to about 1845. ^o ^old any position of 
equality with such men, he was obliged to 
labor incessandy. But this he always did 
cheerfully, for he loved his [m>fession. 

About 1830, he married the daughter of 
Ira Day, Esq., of Barre, who was then one 
of the wealthiest and most influential men 
in the State. For a few years they board- 
ed, and then he went into the house which 
he continued to occupy up to the time of 
his wife's death, in 1854. After his mar- 
riage, the charms of domestic life added to 
his happiness, and the years flew swiftly by. 

I have it from his own lips that these 
years from 1830 to 1845 were the pleasant- 
est of his life. And his old friends re- 
member with great pleasure the generous 
hospitalities which were so gracefully dfe- 
pensed by him and his accomplished wife 
during these years. Happy in his home, 
and successful in his profession, Mr. Peck 
was content, though still aspiring. 

About this time he was retained as gen- 
eral counsel for the Vermont Central Rail- 
road through the influence of Gov. Paine, 
who had a thorough appreciation of his 
safe and reliable legal advice, and from that 
time to the time of his death, he continued 
their counsel. But though overwhelmed 
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with professional business, Mr. Peck, after 
1845, mingled to some extent in politics. 
From 1847 to 185 1, he represented this 
district in Congress. , While there he 
formed many valuable acquaintances, and 
among those of whom he was most accus- 
tomed to speak, were Daniel S. Dickinson 
and Gov. Marcy, for with them in particu- 
lar, he was on intimate and familiar terms. 

His congressional career was satisfactory 
to his constituents. He was respected 
and honored by all who knew him, and in 
all the speeches which he made there is 
the same precision and accuracy for which 
he was noted at home. But I think po- 
litical life was distasteful to him. 

He was essentially a man of habit. His 
profession was the profession of law. He 
had become habituated to the routine of 
that kind of labor, and when he stepped 
into a new arena he felt that he had strayed 
from home, and I think his mind ever 
turned from the dissipations of the fashion- 
able life of Washington with fond regret to 
his quiet home among his friends and the 
green hills of Vermont. Indeed, he has 
told me this in substance, many times, 
and that the greatest mistake of his life 
was in going to Washington at all. Prob- 
ably, however, when he resumed the prac- 
tice of law on his return from Washington 
in 1852, his reputation received additional 
lustre by reason of his congressional life. 
Since 1852, there have been few large suits 
in the State in which he has not been re- 
tained. 

Mr. Peck was United States District 
Attorney under President Pierce, and was 
once or twice nominated by his party as 
Governor of this State. From 1859 to his 
death, he was president of the Vermont & 
Canada Railroad. 

But his fame rests in his professional 
life. And here it was that he desired to 
have it rest. It was to this that he bent 
his energies ; here was his ambition, and it 
cannot be doubted that at last he stood 
without his peer, princeps inter principes, 

Quintilian tells us that a successful law- 
yer must be a good man. By this I sup- 
pose is meant that he must have a char- 
acter for integrity which will inspire con- 



fidence. Mr. Peck had this in a remark- 
able degree. Everybody believed not only 
in his ability, but also in his jionesty. His 
word was law. Hence his opinion was 
sought from &r and near. Every client he 
ever had was sure to return in new emer- 
gencies, and, when he again departed, it 
was with renewed and enlarged confidence. 

His kindness and patience in listening to 
the tedious and almost senseless recital of 
imaginary wrbngs by moneyless clients is 
also worthy of remark. In the very height 
of his professional reputation, I doubt if 
he ever refused to counsel a client, how- 
ever poor he might be, or however small 
the controversy, and I need hardly say 
in this presence that such controversies 
are sometimes as intricate and difficult of 
solution as they are petty and insignifi- 
cant in magnitude. 

He was seldom if ever angry — never 
abusive. I can safely say that I never 
knew him to speak ill of any person. I do 
not doubt he had his dislikes, but if he had 
he kept them to himself. He had no petty 
jealousy of his brethren at the bar. He 
never believed it necessary to success that 
it should be built upon the ruins of his 
fellows. ** With malice toward none and 
charity for all," his ambition was to rise by 
his own merit, and give others the same 
opportunity. 

His courtesy, too, to the younger mem- 
bers of the bar has become proverbial. 
For many years his position has been com- 
manding ; his opinion was therefore sought 
by those younger than himself. Who of 
us does not remember his forbearance and 
patience ? 

Mr. Peck was slow in forming his 
opinions. Every loop-hole in a question 
was revolved over and over in his mind 
before any definite conclusion was an- 
nounced. A leading though homely maxim 
with him was, ** Be sure you are right, and 
then go ahead!" He believed in the ad- 
vice of Polonius to his son : 

Beware 
Of cntraooe to a quarrel ; but, being In, 
Bear It, that the opposer may beware of thee. 

Ije was peaceful in his habits, and for 
many years past has been more inclined to 
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advise settlements than to bring suits. 
His friends were few, but as a general rule 
very select. These he bound to his heart 
with hooks of steel. In this connection I 
cannot refrain from speaking of his reti- 
cence. By those who did not know him 
well, this has been taken for coldness. But 
it was very far from that. 

Mr. Peck was one of the most sensitive 
men I ever knew ; hence he was never ob- 
trusive. His sensibilities were delicate, 
and his apparent reserve was the result of 
a retiring modesty, rather than coldness of 
heart. He was, on the contrar>', I confi- 
dently affirm, one of the kindest-hearted 
men I ever knew. If he did a favor, it 
was quite s^ apt to be behind your back as 
to your £&ce. If he bestowed charity it 
was with no ostentation. If done at all, it 
was because it was proper and right ; no^ 
because it might or might not be talked 
about. 

I have already alluded to the force of 
habit upon him. When once the wheels 
were in the groove, it was difficult to get 
him out of it. I remember well when we 
moved into our new office, about i860. 
Many a time have I known him to pass by 
to the old office, and never discover his 
error until he had got to the stairway or 
the door. It was many months before he 
felt at home in our new quarters, and I 
believe his old sign never came down from 
over the old office until within two years. 

Mr. Peck never pressed a debtor; 1 
never knew him to dun one, even. But, 
while he never troubled others, he was al- 
ways prompt in his engagements, and they 
were fulfilled with no quibbling, no mis- 
understandings. In short, he had a 
homely, old-&shioned honesty, and he was 
particularly attracted towards one who had 
the same. His dealings with other mem- 
bers of the bar were of the same character ; 
he was open, frank, straightforward, and 
he was never found in any different position 
to-day from what he was yesterday. Hence 
his word was a bond. 

He delighted in the practice of the law, 
not so much in the contentions of the 
forum, as in the law as a science. His 
mind, whether in or out of court, was ever 



dwelling upon it ; he thought of nothing 
else, cared for nothing else. Here was his 
heart, and here was he also. He had a 
mind and temperament peculiarly adapted 
to the scientific investigation of legal prin- 
ciples. For his mind, being active and 
strong, gave him great power of analysis* 
and his temperament being slow and cau- 
tious, no conclusion was announced until 
the analysis was complete. His chief ex- 
cellence consisted in his power to separate 
and distinguish things essential from things 
of circumstance, and here he himself could 
only be his parallel. Hb clear discrimina- 
tion easily penetrated the small clap-trap 
with which some lawyers attempt to con- 
ceal, rather than elucidate the truth, and 
having a clear understanding himself, he 
could make it dear to others also. 

Mr. Peck was not a man of great gen- 
eral learning, or high scholarly culture ; 
his reading was generally, though not al- 
ways, confined to the leather-bound vol- 
umes of our office ; there he revelled in 
perfect contentment. And as each new 
volume was issued, he drank from the dear 
fountains of the law, and renewed again 
his acquaintance with old and familiar 
principles as applied to new cases. 

He never indulged in satire or sarcasm ; 
at most, it could only be called a pleasant- 
ry. His kindness of heart forbid that he 
should wound the feelings of others. 

He never ventured upon flights of im- 
agination or sketches of fancy. He con- 
sidered them as but small aids in the elu- 
cidation of truth, and when these arts were 
opposed to him, they faded away into the 
thin air of nothingness as he exposed their 
worthlessness. For want of these arts it 
has sometimes been said that he was not a 
great jury advocate. If by this is meant 
he was not brilliant in his conceptions, 
and swift and rapid in that kind of imagery 
which captivates the fancy and pushes the 
mind momentarily from its true balance, I 
agree to it, but if the art of good advocacy 
consists in convincing the understanding 
and riveting the mind upon the vital and 
centralizing points of a case, then, I think, 
he was a great jury advocate, and his great 
success in this regard is the best proof of 
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the truth of it. It should always be re- 
membered that after the advocacy is over, 
comes the rigid, unbending charge of the 
court. The minds of the jury quickly re- 
gain their equanimity, and return to the 
pivotal points in the case. 

But however this may be, his pre- 
eminence in the Supreme Court for more 
than twenty years has never been ques- 
tioned. It was remarked by Chief Justice 
Redfield, many years since, that he was 
the model lawyer of the State, and one of 
the most scholarly and appreciative of our 
present judges has often said that no man 
helped the court like Mr. Peck. The ex- 
pression is peculiarly appropriate ; for, to 
help the court implies ability and willing- 
ness on his part, and confidence and trust 
on theirs. When Mr. Peck arose, he 
stood, not the friend of his client alone, 
but also the friend of the court. Instantly 
they would lean forward to catch the meas- 
ured tones of his voice, as principle after 
principle was announced, constituting an 
unbroken chain of logical deduction, never 
diverging or diffuse, but ever aiming at a 
given result, and when the conclusion was 
reached, he alwavs sat down. There was 
no repetition, no tautology. 

His appearance here was always quiet ; 
his style of address conversational. With 
great deference on his part, he and the 
court seemed to be conferring together. 
He was recognized their equal, and he 
never abused the high compliment. Hence 
the weight of his character gave great force 
to his arguments. He was a man of fiew 
words, but they were spoken with great 
precision and measured accuracy. 

In recent years I think he has not been 
accustomed to rely upon cases to any great 
extent. When a cause was to be argued, 
his first question was, what is right? and 
he never would fail to find some legal prin- 
ciple which would adapt itself to his view 
of the case. He never believed law was a 
code for the advancement of legalized 
trickery, but that in its proper administra- 
tion, it was co-extensive with the highest 
morality, and productive of the purest jus- 
tice. 

With such a head and such a heart, Mr. 



Peck practiced for 40 years in the courts of 
this State. True to his clients, true to the 
court, loved by the bar and respected by 
the public, he leaves behind him a reputa- 
tion whose lustre will illumine these altars 
of justice so long as the votaries of the law 
shall study it as a science, or practice it 
with fidelity. The future law student will 
find our reports full of the imprints of his 
masterly mind, and will read with uncea.s- 
ing delight those pages in which legal 
principles have been so moulded under his 
guiding hand as to adapt themselves justly 
to the ever-varying and changing circum- 
stances of life. 

The barbarous conception of the poet, 
that • 

Tlie evil that men do, Uvew niter them ; 
11)6 good l8 oft Interred with their bones, 

will find no verification in his case. 

His gentleness, his courtesy, and the 
noble qualities of his heart will be remem- 
bered by all of us who are living, and the 
monuments of his learning, spread all over 
our jurisprudence, will be remembered by 
those who come after us. 

But, may it please the court, he is gone 
from us now ; his labors are over, his des- 
tiny accomplished. Placidly and calmly 
he has laid off the armor of life. The 
armor was battered and worn ; it had been 
through many a battle, for he had fought a 
good fight. Truthfully and appropriately 
may we apostrophize it. 

Braised pleoet go 
Ye have been nobljr borne I 

Mr. Peck, said the Hon. Timothy P. 
Redfield on this occasion, was the veteran 
leader of this bar, and for more than a 
quarter of a century had stood among the 
foremost of his profession in the State. 

He was also a model in courtesy and ur- 
banity in court. He loved and honored, 
but never, by a professional act, degraded 
the profession ; and his kindness and cour- 
tesy were extended alike to his brethren 
and the court. As a mere lawyer, it is not 
probable this bar will soon find again so 
perfect a model. 

He was in attendance upon the last ses- 
sion of this court, in his usual health. At 
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the General Term of the Supreme Court, 
in November, he had the responsible care 
of a large number of important cases, and 
it was observed that he exhibited more 
than his accustomed elasticity and vigor. 
A few days afterwards, while upon profes- 
sional business in the city of Lowell, Mass., 
he was suddenly stricken, and lingered, with 
the windows of his intellect darkened, until 
the 28th of December, when the light went 
out. 

[Of the resolutions on his death, passed 
by the bar, we most admire :] 

Rtsdved^ That we respected him for a 
modesty that never assumed, and a cour- 
tesy that never gave offense ; we loved him 
for his honesty ; we admired him for his 
learning ; and that in all these character- 
istics, so happily united, he has left us a 
rare example. 

STODDARD BENHAM COLBY. 

BT HOST. T. r. RKDriXLD. 

Stoddard Colby was the second son of 
Capt. Nehemiah Colby, born at Derby, 
Orleans County, Jan. 18 16. 

In 1829, he began fitting for college in 
the office of the late Judge Redfield, who 
had then commenced the practice of the 
law, in the littie village of Derby Center, 
in which Capt. Colby was the chief citizen 
and actor. 

Stoddard was an easy and ready scholar, 
and acquired language, especially, and its 
use, with great fecility. Judge Redfield, 
fresh from college attainment, undulled by 
professional labors, was to young Colby a 
thorough teacher in the Greek and Latin 
languages. Colby entered the freshman 
class of Dartmouth College in the £ei11 of 
1832, and, in due course, graduated in the 
summer of 1836. He was among the few 
best scholars in the class ; was, without 
question, elected one of the Phi Beta Kappa 
members from his class, which comprise 
the best recitation scholars, not exceeding 
one-third of the whole number in the class. 
He was a good recitation scholar in all de- 
partments ; but his special gifts were in 
the languages ; and as a ready writer and 
debater, he was among the best. After 
his graduation, he studied law in the office 
of the late Senator Upham, at Montpelier, 
and was admitted to the bar in Orleans 



County, at the December term, 1838, and 
entered upon the practice of his profession 
at his old home in Derby Center. He was 
elected representative from the town of 
Derby in the year 1841, on the democratic 
ticket, although a lai^ majority of the 
voters of Derby were, at that time, Whigs ; 
which shows that personally, Mr. Colby 
was highly esteemed by the citizens of his 
native town. 

He practiced his profession at Derby 
with all the success in business that could 
be expected in the limited sphere in which 
he necessarily moved in that place. The 
first case he argued in the County Court 
was in behalf of his uncle. Dr. Moses F. 
Colby, in the famous suit. Nelson v. CMy^ 
for malpractice as a surgeon in treating 
the fracture of the neck of the thigh bone 
of the plaintifTs wife. The theory of the 
plaintifPs case was that Dr. Colby had 
needlessly confined his patient in splints, 
till her health gave way, and she became 
insane, in consequence of the treatment, 
when, in £act, there had been no fracture. 
The surgeons of the plaintiff claimed that 
such a fracture could seldom be united, by 
a bony union, in persons of the patient^s 
age ; and if so« with shortened limb, and 
imperfect motion, and that in Mrs. Nelson's 
case, there was no shortening of the limb ; 
**and perfect s>Tnmetry of motion." 

Mattocks, Cushman, Bell, and the late 
Judge Smalley, giants in those days, were 
all engaged, and took part in the trial, and 
young Colby opened the argument to the 
jury, in the defence. By the argument he 
established a reputation as a good advocate, 
which followed and adhered to him for 
more than 20 years of hb professional prac- 
tice in this State. He always used choice 
and beautiful language ; was facile in illus- 
tration, and in figures of speech, and ever 
ready in wit and sarcasm. His client after 
three jury trials was cast in that first suit ; 
and while the suit was pending on excep- 
tions, and petition for new trial in the Su- 
preme court, Mrs. Nelson died, and it was 
then ascertained that the limb had been 
fractured, and the fragments had united in 
a perfect bony union ; and the plaintiff dis- 
continued his case from the docket. 
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Mr. Colby removed to Montpelier in 
1846, and soon after formed a law partner- 
ship with the late Lucius B. Peck. The 
law firm of Peck & Colby was then a lead- 
ing firm in the important legal business of 
the State, and continued so till 1863, when 
it was dissolved, and Mr. Colby was made 
Register of the Treasury, and removed to 
Washington. He continued to hold this 
position in the Treasury until his death, in 
the fall of 1867. He died at Haverhill, 
N. H., and was buried in the beautiful 
cemetery on the highlands, near Haverhill 
Comer. 

Mr. Colby was twice married. His first 
wife was Miss Harriet E. Proctor, the 
eldest sister of Gov. Proctor. She per- 
ished on the ill-^ated steamer, Henry Clay, 
which was burned on the Hudson River. 
He afterwards married Miss Ellen Hunt, 
who survives him. By the first marriage 
he had four children, two of whom sur- 
vive ; and by the second marriage, two 
children. 

He will be remembered by his intimate 
friends and acquaintances for his genial 
wit and fertile resource in conversation, 
and the rich-garnered treasury of story and 
anecdote. 

But his reputation as a public man must 
rest, mainly, upon the character won in 
the varied and various tilts in the legal 
tournament, during the practice of a quar- 
ter of a century at the bar of Vermont. 
In that tournament, he was conceded to 
be one of the most brilliant advocates at 
the bar of his native State. He had no 
evil habit — no tarnish upon his good name ; 
was for many years a consistent member of 
the Protestant Episcopal church ; and died, 
seemingly, before his work was finished, 
at the age of 52. 

SAMUEL GOSS, 

our most venerable citizen, said the Watch- 
tnaHy in a notice of his death, one who for 
his age, character, and fidelity as the ruler 
of his house, well-deserved the title of pa- 
triarch, died at Montpelier, Sabbath morn- 
ing, — Aug. 19, 1866-— in his 90th year. 
He was born in Hollis, N. H., Nov. 1776; 
served an apprenticeship as printer with 



Amos Farley and Rev. Leonard Worces- 
ter in the office of ** Isiah Thomas, the 
father of printers," at Worcester, Mass., 
entering the office at the age of 15, and at 
21, (says Col. Hopkins in a notice of Mr. 
Goss in the Boston Journal,) he went to 
Boston and purchased a second-hand press 
and other printing materials, to set up 
business for himself. Setting his Bace 
toward Vermont, he arrived with his 
scanty outfit at Peacham, on the 24th of 
Jan. 1798, and for want of better accom- 
modations, established his office in a small 
school-house, a building scarcely large 
enough, as he used to say, to seat 20 chil- 
dren, and 8 days afterwards, issued the 
first number of the Green Mountain Pat- 
riot^ a paper which he edited and published 
9 years, in company with Mr. Farley — firm 
Farley & Goss — when he removed his print- 
office to Montpelier," [see Walton, page 
291,] and commenced the Vermont Watch- 
man. Selling the Watchman in 18 10, to 
the late Gen. E. P. Walton and Mark Goss, 
(a younger brother,) both of whom were 
apprentices to Farley & Goss, he engaged 
in paper-making, which he continued for 
many years at Montpelier. Ardent in 
temperament, clear and strong in con- 
victions of duty, everything entered into 
he prosecuted with energy and zeal. In 
the church and Sabbath-school no one was 
more earnest and faithful. We think he 
has served more years in the Sabbath- 
school than anybody within our knowledge, 
unless it was his friend and brother in the 
church, the late Col. Asahel Washburn. 
Next best he loved his country, and from 
youth till he had reached almost a century 
of years, George Washington was his 
model of a statesman, with his announce- 
ment of whose death in his paper, appear- 
ed from his pen : 

AN ODE, OCCASIONED BY THE DEATH OF 

GEN. GEORGE WASHINGTON, 

DEC. II, 1799. 

Why do these nioamftil aoeenU flow. 

Why drope tlie vnaTmllInf tear. 
What dire event, what Altai blow, 
Whieh thvs ezcltet a pang eewre f 
In wiA reepomet eehoee through the eklet, 
Colombians Parent, Friend and Savior dies! 
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*T1« tnie, Alas! too triM, we moarn 

The exit of oar Hero Chief; 
While on eelestUI plnloot borne 
He toara aloft o*er pain and grief; 
Yet grateful mllUona will their loaa deplore, 
TUl timers extinct, and Thrtoe Is no more. 

In hlni those charms that bind the heart. 

And tranqalllae the baman mind, 
Beam*d sweet eAilgenoe thro* that part. 
Which now Is to the tomb consigned. 
In scenes of Joy, in days of gloomy strife. 
Benign and calm the Hero paasM throagh life. 

No monarch on his shining throne 
Can, Justly, equal honors claim; 
His modest worth resplendent shone, 
UnrlvallM on the llsU of feme. 
Nor lives the man, with grief Columbia cries. 
So good, so kind, so temperate and so wise. 

O, could C<>lumbU*s deepest groan, 
Be-animate his slumb*rlng clay. 
No longer would affllctiou^s moan 
Pervade a realm so lately gay. 
But prayers, nor tears, nor virtuous deeds could save. 
Nor magic aru can raise him from the grave. 

Then cease to mourn the great u;an*s fete. 

Let Heaven's superior will be done; 
And ftitnre heroes Imitate 
The matchless deeds of Washington: 
Who once our troops lo splendid victory led, 
JEstabilshed peace, but now, alas. Is dead, 

Mr. Goss was a contributor to the Poets 
and Poetry of Vermont j revised edition. 

During the years of the rebellion, his 
heart was with his country. It was a 
habit with him to visit the old ** Watch- 
man ^^ office, ever to him an endeared spot, 
twice a day to get the latest war news. 
** On one of his last visits, he submitted a 
patriotic poem," says the editor, ** which 
was to have been published, but he took 
it back to make some changes in it, doubt- 
less, forgot it ; we now regret its loss." 
We think, perhaps, we have found the 
poem. The following, contributed by his 
daughter, was among his last, if not his 
last, poetical efforts : 

fugitive's directory — Impromptu, 

BY SAMUEL 0O88. 

Old Gov. Wlte is all in a foam 
Because his black cattle to Nortliem Slates roam. 
And bids us poor Yankees to send them all back. 
Without e*en a bloodhound to scent out their track. 
But humanity says, no, let them rest here a while. 
And their fears of re-capture in slumbers befrulle. 
But when they resolve to quit the straw as their bed, 
Just stuff their old pockets with dried beef and bread. 
And bid them go forward alone, in the niirht. 
With the star in the north as their guide and their 

light. 
To degree 45 near the line of the State, 
And the beautiful plain of Canada East, 
Where prudenee suggests a permanent stand. 
Quite removed from the lash of the slave<Klrlver*shand. 
And here let them rest, and effectually prove. 
The obvious fact— a pleasant remove. 



Samuel Goss was one of the first per- 
sons with whom the Editor of the Gazetteer 
became acquainted in Montpelier. We 
have of him a special remembrance, and 
for him— as he was then in his fine, ripe 
old age— a special reverence. The few 
last years of his life he suffered much, it 
is recorded of him, from the infirmities of 
age, and prayed for patience to wait his 
change, and went gladly to his rest. He 
was buried with Masonic honors, from the 
residence of his son-in-law, Hon. O. H. 
Smith, in Green Mount Cemetery, in 
the spot selected by himself, almost side 
by side with his ancient colleague and 
pupil, Farley and Walton. 

For 60 years he had been a worthy and 
prominent citizen of the place. " His life 
has extended over three generations of 
men," . . said the Rev. Dr. Lord in 
his funeral discourse, *'and he was ever 
one of the first in all excellent enterprises 
and institutions, and one of the last to 
withdraw his hand. He began life for 
himself in Peacham, about the close of the 
last century. He established in that place 
a paper which he published and edited, 
doing all the work with his own hands for 
several years. He was a nervous and vig- 
orous prose writer, and often enriched his 
columns with poetic effusions of no mean 
merit. When he removed to this town, it 
was in its infancy. He brought with him 
his press and his paper, and the developed 
energies of a confident, earnest, self- 
reliant Christian man. He conducted his 
paper, as its early copies will show, with a 
marked ability. He held a. sharp and 
trenchant pen, never forgetful of Christian 
principles and Christian charity, however, 
but the foithful index of a clear, acute, 

active and intense perception 

Long after he was 70 years of age, he was 
wont to labor with his hands through the 
whole day, and in the evening give him- 
self to some Christian work, or while away 
time with his book or his pen. But how- 
ever much he was interested in all pyblic 
affairs, I think he most of all delighted in 
the welfare and upholding of the church. 
He was one of the seventeen who organ- 
ized and constituted the first Congregational 
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church in this town. He was the first 
clerk, and its records were kept by his 
hand and attested by his name. No name, 
unless it be the pastor^s, appears there so 
often as his. There was no trying duty 
of his profession he ever sought to avoid, 
and no fitting and beneficent work he did 
not eagerly perform. ... A teacher 
in the Sabbath-school for 35 years, his 
name was always fragrant in it like ointment 
poured forth." 

Of the 17 original members of the Con- 
gregational church, he was the last sur- 
vivor but one. 

* 

Samuel Goss was the son of John and 
Catherine (Conant) Goss, the second of 
10 children, the eldest being John, Jr. 
Samuel Goss married, June, 1803, Mary 
French, bom Oct. 1784; children: Wm. 
A., Benjamin F., Mary, Mary W., Eliza, 
Samuel P., Lydia French, Lucy A., John, 
and Samuel French. Mrs. Goss died Oct. 
27, 1861. Of the children, only two are 
living, Mrs. O. H. Smith, of Montpelier, 
and Samuel F. Goss, of Chicago. 

Benjamin Franklin Goss, son of 
Samuel, born in Peacham, 1806, brought 
to Montpelier in 1808, was brought up in 
this town, and prepared for business in the 
store of Roger Hubbard, (now deceased.) 
He went from here to Northfield, and was 
several years in successful business con- 
nection with Gov. Paine ; from thence to 
Waterbury, Brandon and Vergennes, where 
as elsewhere, he was an energetic man of 
business, and zealous in benevolent and 
religious enterprises. He died in Ver- 
gennes in 1878. His disease, of the 
brain, had the peculiarity to bring out viv- 
idly, almost to the exclusion of his bodily 
sufferings, his early boyhood, the lessons 
of his parents and the Sabbath-school. 
Hour after hour, he would repeat from the 
Scriptures and hymns of youth, at the 
same time recognizing every attention. 
He was exceedingly courteous and grateful 
to his attendants during his long 5 months* 
illness, withal as vivacious and cheerful as 
in his most fortunate days. It was sad to 
see mind and body slowly, but surely 
wasting away, but comforting to see he 
recognized no sorrow. He was buried in 



the family lot in Montpelier Green Mount 
Cemetery. 

Mrs. Lucy A. (Goss) Cobb, the young- 
est daughter of Samuel Goss, died in Kal- 
amazoo, Mich., 1879, of whom the local 
paper speaks as a most estimable woman. 

HON. ORAMEL HOPKINS SMITH 

was born in Thetford, Oct. 1798, came to 
Montpelier about 1830; studied law in the 
ofllice of Judge Prentiss, admitted to the 
Bar in 1825, and remained in Judge Pren- 
tiss' office 2 years after. In his earlier 
professional years, he repeatedly served 
as assistant clerk in the House of Repre- 
sentatives ; was State's attorney 3 years, 
ending in 1844; justice of the peace 25 
successive years ; 40 years a constant at- 
tendant upon the services of the Congre- 
gational church in this village, and during 
a quarter of a century led its choir. Of 
his professional ability, the fact that his 
name appears in the court records for 25 
years preceding i860, as counsel in nearly 
all the cases of those days, is conclusive 
proof. 

July, i860, at White River Junction, 
arising at midnight in the hotel, without a 
light, to take a train north, he stumbled 
against a piece of furniture and fell, strik- 
ing a wardrobe on the back of his neck. 
Every physical power from his neck down- 
wards was instantly paralyzed, but his vocal 
organs and every faculty of the mind re- 
mained in active play. To Dr. Dixi 
Crosby's remark that he had about one 
chance in one hundred for recovery, he 
promptly replied, ** Til take that chance!" 
In the course of a year, his will power and 
wonderful vitality so fer triumphed, he re- 
sumed practice in his office as a counsellor, 
though his right side remained perma- 
nently paralyzed, and for 18 years longer, 
under difficulties that would have appalled 
a less resolute man, plied his profession 
with energy and industry. Late at night, 
the light shining from his office window, 
on the second floor of the building at the 
corner of Main and State streets, fi^quently 
told of the old painstaking faithfulness 
triumphing over his infinnities. 

He was one of the organizers of the 
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Montpelier Gaslight Company, and an 
officer in it several years ; his was the sec- 
ond house in Montpelier piped for burning 
gas. He also in its early days devoted 
much time to the afiairs of the Vermont 
Central R. R., losing, like many others of 
the early friends of that road, many thou- 
sand dollars. For several of his last years, 
from age and infirmities, he was not able 
to attend to business, and died at his home 
at the *• Riverside," in 1881, in his 83d 
year. He was the oldest surviving mem- 
ber of the Washington County Bar except 
Hon. Paul Dillingham, of Waterbury. 

He married, in 1830, Mary Warner, 
daughter of Samuel Goss. They had 4 
children: Chas. F., who was graduated 
at Dartmouth in 1854; studied law in his 
fether^s office ; removed to Michigan, and 
died at the age of 31 ; another son, who 
died in infancy ; and two daughters, both 
married and live in Montpelier — Ellen J., 
wife of C. J. Gleason, and Lucy A., wife 
of Chas. A. Reed. 

The widow of Mr. Smith still resides at 
the ''Riverside," Nov. 1881. 

Mr. Smith was also an honored member 
of Aurora Lodge, No. 22, F. & A. M. 
The following is from the record book of 
the Lodge : 
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j^ro. f^ramet ^afihins ^mith. 

Born in Thetford, Vt., Oct. i6, 1798; 

Died at Montpelier, Vt, January 23d, 1881 ; 

Aged 82 jrrs., 3 mos. and 4 days. 



Affiliated with Aurora Lodge, No. aa, F. & A. M. 
Dec 12, 1853. 



Past Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Vt. 

Treasurer of Aurora Lodge, No. 22, 
From December 4, 1854, to December, 1857. 
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Awaiting the sound of the gavel 
in the East." 



[From Obituary in the Vermont Watchman.] 
COL. THOMAS REED 

was born at Hamstead, N. H., Mar. 29, 
1793. He was a son of Capt. Thomas 
Reed, and came with his father to Montpe- 
lier in 1804, where he resided until his de- 
cease. He was by profession a lawyer, 
and at his decease the oldest attorney in 
the court in this County ; though for many 



years prior to the ^rst stroke of his disease 
— some five years prior to his death* 
and from which he never rallied — he had 
not been an active practitioner at the bar. 
For the last 20 years, his active labor 
was mainly as a fumer, a porsoit in whidi 
he took much delight, and which he thor- 
oughly understood, as indeed, he under- 
stood everything which he undertook to 
do. During the last 5 years he was 
an invalid, and for 3 years was with- 
drawn from all business, the slow progress 
of his disease undermining a naturally vig- 
orous constitution until April 18, 1864, 
when another shock of paralysis rendered 
him unconscious, and he remained in that 
state unul he quietly passed away on the 
19th. 

For more than 40 years he was one of 
the leading citizens of our town. 

His early life was, in many respects, a 
severe struggle with adverse circumstances. 
He held himself not at all obliged to for- 
tune or the fevor of any one, for the success 
he achieved, and he became austere, almost 
combative in his manner. He despised all 
shams. Humbugs stood no chance under 
the severe scrutiny of his eye and the 
arrows of his searching interrogation. 
His sagacity was seldom at fault. Few of 
his ventures failed of returning with profit. 
He exacted of others what he was always 
ready to yield to them, equal and exact 
justice. No deserving charity, no worthy 
enterprise ever sought his aid in vain. 
Many hearts have been warmed by unob- 
trusive gifts from his hand, for which he 
would not patiently listen to thanks. 

He had a capacious intellect. Hb mind 
was as stalwart and vigorous as his body, 
and he never allowed either to become en- 
ervated by idleness. His reading was va- 
ried and thorough. There were few sub- 
jects with which the general scholar b fa- 
miliar that he had not searched. He never 
forgot anything of value to him, whether 
he had found it in books, or in observa- 
tion, which with him was never superficial, 
but always critical and complete. He be- 
lieved what was worth knowing at all was 
worth knowing well. His learning was ac- 
curate and full, hb opinions well matured, 
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deliberate and precise. We have regarded 
Mr. Reed as mentally one of the strongest 
men in the State, and if he had early had the 
advantages of a complete education, and 
had given his great force of character and 
strength of will to intellectual pursuits, he 
would undoubtedly have reached the first 
rank among the intellects of Vermont, if 
not of New England. 

He was one of the strongest, most hon- 
est and most worthy citizens of Montpe- 
lier. He belonged to a generation which 
is now nearly gone, the vfen whose energy, 
strong will, business activity, commer- 
cial sagacity, integrity and generous enter- 
prise, have made our town what it is. Of 
his cotemporaries, many have gone before, 
and few remained to attend at his funeral. 
Well will it be for us all, if we, like Mr. 
Reed, do our work well, and leave a fra- 
grant memory to be cherished by those 
who shall one day take our places. 

Addition by E. P. Walton, 

The foregoing just tribute to Col. Reed, 
appeared in the Green Mountain Freeman, 
and was doubtless from the pen of the late 
Hon. Daniel P. Thompson. It should be 
added, that as a banker for many years 
Col. Reed was at the head of the financiers 
of the State, an acknowledged authority, 
from which there was no appeal; and as a 
writer on political questions, he was caus- 
tic in controversy, sure of his facts, and 
powerful in argument. On the record of 
the old bank of Montpelier will be found 
a very able and conclusive argument 
against the free banking act, which grew 
out of the party clamor of *' Smilie and 
bank reform'' ; but the following extracts 
of a letter to Stq)hen Foster, Esq., of Der- 
by Line, written Dec. 6, 1855, are given 
as evidence of Col. Reed's wisdom and 
prudence as a banker : 

** Keep in mind always that if you have 
good security for all your loans your bank 
can't fail, nor the stockholders £ail to get 
good dividends. 

'* When a man comes by other banks to 
yours for a loan, you may know that he has 
borrowed as much as he is entitled to from 
his capital or that he is discredited at home. 

60 



** Keep in mind the fact that many men 
are made great and rich by distance, and 
you may be sure that if any go by other 
banks to do business at yours, that they go 
there because they are obliged to, and not 
from love. 

** If a man asks you for a loan whom 
you don't know to be responsible, the only 
safe way is to consider him good for noth- 
ing and take security accordingly. Chari- 
table presumption and banking presump- 
tion in regard to men are entirely differ- 
ent : the charitable presumption in regard 
to a man that you don't personally know 
about, is always that he is good and rich ; 
but the banking presumption is that he is 
good for nothing— ?in6. the cashier who does 
not act by this rule will first or last, if not 
constantly, be a loser by his error. 

** Have no dealings with a stranger in 
buying drafts or checks of him unless he 
can refer you to some responsible man in 
the neighborhood as to his character. 

** Never take a draft of anybody without 
its being first accepted, unless it is other- 
wise secured than by the drawer's name — 
and never do so if you know the drawer to 
be good, for how do you know he will ac- 
cept? Many buyers of produce, wool, &c., 
will often present such drafts, and if the 
cashier takes them, he has no security but 
the drawer, and he is often a stranger. 
Many banks have lost by such careless- 
ness. 

** In fine, pay out no money but on se- 
curity of more than one name — and never 
regard as security an endorser or under- 
signer who is connected with the principal 
as partner, or one who must fail if the prin- 
cipal does. 

** Banks, being allowed to take only six 
per cent, can't afford to lose anything, and 
therefore it is expected by their customers 
that perfect security will be required — and 
if any one objects to this, there is a double 
reason why you should require it of him. 
Many men, who are known to be good, 
think they should not be asked to give se- 
curity for what they want to borrow — but 
such can have no difficulty to find se- 
curity, and they should be required to find 
it, otherwise you will find it difficult to get 
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security of those who are more doubtful, 
and be subject to the charge of partiality. 
Security, Security, Security, that is the 
main thing — and mind always to have the 
security taken before you let the money go. 
It is scarcely ever got afterwards." 

Mr. Reed was commissioned Colonel of 
Vermont militia Aug. ii, 1825, by Gov. 
Van Ness ; and honorably discharged June 
27, 1827, by Gov. Butler. 

The late Daniel Baldwin, shortly before 
his death, said to the writer of this note, 
that he regarded Col. Reed as being, intel- 
lectually, the strongest man that Montpelier 
has had. Mr. Reed was certainly pre-em- 
inent in his chosen role as banker, but not 
superior to many others in other profes- 
sions. It is doubtless true, however, that 
if he had adhered to the profession of the 
law, and limited himself as counsellor in 
the supreme court and cases in chancery, 
he would have reached a very high rank. 
The severity of his manner and speech un- 
fitted him for a jur)' trial. He always 
won by honest force, if he did win, and 
not by suavity or tricker>'. 

CAPT. ISAAC RICHER. 
[From Inrormatlon hirulshod by the f«nilty.] 

Isaac Ricker wasborn in Dover, N. H., 
Christmas day, 1784. Here his early years 
were passed, and from Dover he enlisted 
in the old N. E. 4th Reg. Infantry, U. S. 
A., in 181 1, and was in the service all 
through **the last war with Great Britain," 
as the old soldiers ot 1812, I have noticed, 
in speaking of it, almost invariably style 
the war of 1812, '14, with England. He 
was under Col. Boyd, and the regiment 
was called the best in the United States at 
that time. He was also under Harrison 
when he took command at Cincinnati. 
Boyd's regiment was with Gen. Harrison 
when he won his brightest laurels. Capt. 
Ricker was there, and led his company 
in to the battle of Tippecanoe. 

His weight being 200 at this time, tall 
and massive, he was an imposing looking 
and bold officer. 

The Indians surprised them, as is well 
known, that night. He was in HulPs army 
when he surrendered at Detroit his brave 



soldiers to the English, and he, like all the 
rest of Huirs infamously sacrificed men, 
suffered more in his imprisonment, follow- 
ing thereupon, than has ever been written. 
He was 7 years in the United States ser- 
vice, and never got scratch, wound or pen- 
sion, though his widow, a second wife, has 
had one for about 2 years past. After the 
war he was, for about 2 years, a recruiting 
officer of the U. S. A. 

He came to Montpelier in 1817, and set- 
tled on the site where is now the residence, 
store and shop of his son, Rufus Ricker, 
merchant tailor. State street, just opposite 
the post-office. He was deputy sheriff of 
the County and constable some years. 
Capt. Ricker was a staunch Democrat. 
** He fought too many years for the whole 
country to be anything else,'' says his son. 

We were told by an old native citizen of 
this County, at Burlington, the other day 
— Mr. Leonard Johonnott — that Captain 
Ricker and Senator Upham were particular 
friends; that he always worked enthusi- 
astically and efficiently in any election for 
Upham. **Why,'' said his old Barre 
neighbor, **any history of Montpelier vil- 
lage of 50 years ago, without Capt. Isaac 
Ricker, would be no histor)* at all." He 
cared little for town offices, or political 
honors for himself, but was all alive and 
energetic for 'his friends. And yet says 
one who knew him best in Montpelier, 
*'he was a man who did not usually talk 
much ; he had been under military tactics 
too long ; but a prompt man when he did 
take hold, and acted with so much integrity 
as a sheriff, and so kindly, he was uncom- 
monly respected and trusted by those he 
took into custody." 

Captain Ricker married, first, Nancy 
Dame, of Rochester, N. H. She had 7 
children, of whom Rufiis R. Ricker, Fran- 
cis Derancis Ricker and Mrs. Priscilla 
Holmes, widow of Edwin C. Holmes, are 
now living here. Another son, George P. 
Ricker, was for many years engaged in busi- 
ness in town, and died from accident, 
in August, 185 1. His first wife dying, he 
married, about 1828, Loramie W. Hart, of 
Burlington, who survived him, and still 
lives in Montpelier. She had two children : 
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Harrison Hart Wright, now living in San 
Francisco, a ^49er, one of the pioneers oi 
that State, born in Montpelier ; and a son 
of 12 years, who died of typhus. Capt. 
Ricker died July i6, 1837, and is buried 
in Green Mount Cemetery. 

THOMAS NEEDHAM 

was born in Salem, Mass., Nov. 1785 ; re- 
moved to Mount Vernon, N. H., in 181 2, 
where he married, that year, Eleanor 
Dodge, and they came to Montpelier in 
18 19, where they resided the remainder of 
their days. Mr. Needham was a cooper by 
trade, which vocation he followed through 
life. He was a man of brain, a great 
reader, and kept himself thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the affairs of the country'. 
Politically, he was a Democrat, an ardent 
worker and earnest supporter of his party, 
which was in a majority in town in his 
day. For 25 years he wielded an influence 
in town, either at town or State elections, 
far greater than any other man. He 
never, however, aspired for office. Re- 
peatedly, he was asked by his party to ac- 
cept of their nomination of him as their 
candidate for town representative, which 
was equivalent to an election, but always 
refused to accept of it. Of town offices, 
he was for several years a justice of peace, 
selectman, and overseer of the poor ; the 
poor being bounteously cared for under 
his management. He also held the office 
of first jail commissioner many years. In 
all of the offices held by him, he was faith- 
ful to their trust. He died June 12, 1872, 
in his 87th year, leaving 2 sons, Algernon 
Sydney, for many years a sea captain, now 
residing in Montpelier, and Daniel, resid- 
ing in Barre. His wife, Eleanor D., died 
Oct. 9, 1880, in her 93d year. C. B. 

THE OLD VILLAGE SEXTON. 

(Prom obituary bT Hon. Joseph Poland and 
Cul. U. D. Hopkins.] 

Aaron Bancroft was born in Wood 
End, now within the present limits of 
Boston, Mass., Feb. 2, 1784. He wasone 
of a family of 12 children, and a son of 
Samuel Bancroft, who was a brother of 
the Rev. Dr. Aaron Bancroft, of Worcester, 
Mass., father of George Bancroft, the his- 



torian ; being a direct descendant of Thos. 
Bancroft, a Puritan, who landed in Boston 
in 1632. 

Aaron, the subject of our sketch, was 
married in 1804, to Anna Foster, of Wood 
End, and removed to Montpelier in 18 13. 
He began work at his mechanical trade, 
that of a shoemaker, which he followed 
uninterruptedly until he was 84 years of 
age, when, by an accidental j^l, he re- 
ceived injuries which disabled him from 
further service . I n 1 8 1 3 , the year he came 
to town, the old Elm Street Cemetery was 
opened, and he was soon after made its 
sexton, the duties of which office he faith- 
fully performed for nearly 50 years, until 
July, 1857, when the new cemetery, Green 
Mount, was occupied, having been dedi- 
cated the previous year. What a tale of 
mortality could the old sexton tell : 

** Nigh to a grave that was newly made. 
Leaned a Sexton old on his earth-worn spade; 
His work was done, and be paused to wait 
The fbneral train through the open gate. 
A relic of by-gone days was be, 
And his Iock9 were white as the fbamy sea; 
And these words came firom his lips so thin, 

* I gather them In, 1 gather them In.* 

" I gather them In for man and boy; 
Year afier year of grief and Joy ; 
rve buUded the houscii that lie around 
In every nook of this burial ground; 
Mother and daughter, father and son. 
Come to my solitude, one by one,— 
But come they stranger, or come tiiey kin,— 
I gather tliem in, I gather them In. 

'* Many are with me, bat still I'm alone, 
I'm king of the dead— and I make my throne 
On a monument slab of marble cold. 
And my sceptre of rule Is the spade I bold. 
Coma Uiey from cottage, or oome they nrom ball. 
Mankind are my subjects— all, all, all! 
Let them loiter In pleasure, or toUftally spln~ 
I gather them In, I gatlier them In. 

** I gather them In— and their final rest 
Is here, down here. In the earth's dark breast! * 
And the Sexton ceased, for the ftineral train 
Wound mutely o'er that solemn plain ; 
And I said to my heart. When time Is told, 
A mightier voice than tliat Sexton*B old 
Will sound o'er the last trump's dreadftil din— 

* I gather tliem In, I gather them In ! "* 

In 1819, when the old brick church was 
erected, he was made its sexton, in which 
capacity he officiated for two score of 
years. In **form and feature" he was 
the exact representation of his office, gray, 
bowed, kind, slow-spoken and courteous. 
In his earlier day, he possessed great phys- 
ical strength and muscle even up to the 
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age of 50 ; he repeatedly bore off the palm 
in ¥rrest]ing matches and foot-races. He 
was also endowed with a remarkable mem- 
ory, which he retained to the last. To him 
we are indebted for the record of the vital 
statistics of the town, making a list of 
about a thousand deaths, which he kept 
for 40 years, until 1857, since which time 
the State law has required the registration 
of all deaths by the district clerk. 

In 1804, Mr. Bancroft and his wife united 
with the Congregational church, of which 
they remained faithful members till their 
death. Mrs. Bancroft died in Oct. 1865, 
aged 82 ; and Mr. Bancroft, Mar. 26, 1872, 
aged 88 years. That he was a sincere 
Christian, no one ever doubted who knew 
him, for his daily life gave uniform testi- 
mony to the genuineness of his profession. 
His Bible wa^ his daily food, even upon 
his dying bed, and he found great comfort 
in the songs of Zion, which he always 
dearly loved, until the summons came. 
Artless and as trustful as a child, faithful to 
all bis trusts, cheerful under the worst 
trials, a peacemaker everywhere, pure in 
heart and exemplary in life, Aaron Bancroft 
may well be said to have lived and died an 
honest man. 

He reared a family of 5 sons and 3 
daughters : Aaron, Sarah, Henry, Mary, Ed- 
ward C, Daniel Foster, Eliza and Charles 
E ; two more died in infancy. All now are 
deceased but two, Daniel Foster, now re- 
siding in New York city, and Mrs. Mary 
Rogers, in Cabot. The sons all learned 
various mechanical trades, which they fol- 
lowed through life, all being superior work- 
men at their several trades. 

CAPT. LEMUEL BROOKS, 

born in Connecticut in 1767, married 
Rhoda Barber, of Simsbury, Ct., and came 
to Montpelier in January, 1798. He was 
present and cast his vote in the first town 
meeting held in Montpelier. He first set- 
tled in the part now called East Montpelier, 
where he lived for 40 years, when he re- 
moved to Montpelier village, where he 
died in 1846, during the session of the 
Legislature here, aged 79 years, and was 
buried in the old Elm Street Cemetery. 



He is remembered by his descendants as a 
large man, almost of heroic size, a kind 
old gentleman, fond of a joke and of his 
grandchildren. He and his wife lived 
happily together 48 years. They had no 
sons, but a family of 5 daughters, four of 
whom married : Mary, A. Sidney Wing, of 
Montpelier ; Rhoda, General Humphrey ; 
Amanda, another Mr. Humphrey ; Fanny, 
Loomis Palmer. 

MRS. RHODA BROOKS. 

Rhoda Barber, born in Simsbur}% Ct., 
Nov. 17, 1798, immediately after her mar- 
riage with Lemuel Brooks, Jan. 1798, came 
to Montpelier. There were but two framed 
houses at that time, and the frame of an- 
other, in the old town of Montpelier, com- 
prising the present Montpelier and East 
Montpelier. The frame was that of the 
Cadwell house, still standing at the head of 
State street, that became and continued for 
many years to be the most spacious and ele- 
gant private dwelling in town, and the quar- 
ters of successive governors of the State. 
When Mrs. Brooks first saw the frame, it 
was surrounded by the stumps and trunks 
of trees that had been cut down to open a 
site for the building. Mrs. Brooks went 
to the farm of her husband, now in East 
Montpelier, where they remained till their 
removal to this village in 1838. After the 
death of Mr. Brooks, she resided with her 
son-in-law, Loomis Palmer, until her death, 
Dec. 21, 1873, ^g^^ 85 years. 

Mrs. Brooks was large and elegant in 
person, of perhaps the finest English type 
of beauty; dignified in her manners, genial 
in her temper, and of great intelligence. 
Mr. Thompson was largely indebted to her 
for material for his history of Montjjelier. 

A lady of a well-ordered life, whose 
Christian faith was illustrated by hospital- 
ity and charity : whose end was more than 
beautiful. Awaking without sickness on 
the mornins: of the anniversan* of her hus- 
band's birth, she calmly told her daughter 
that she was going, and entered at once 
upon the way from earth to Heaven. 

THOMAS BROOKS, 

brother of Lemuel, settled in Montpelier 
not far from the time that his brother did. 
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Children of Thomas and Roxa Brooks : 
Delorma, Lemuel, Keyes, Maiy, Melanc- 
thoD, Sarab, Lorenzo, Joseph, Harriet, 
Thomas, Roxa. 



JONATHAN 

Oneafieranolberthe now thinly scattered 
bandof ourfiistsettlers are all fast passing 
away. Of the earliest pioneer settlers of 
Montpelier, Jonathan Shepard went to his 
long rest July 26, 1863. He was bom in 
Haverhill, Mass., June 31, 1772, and at 
the age of 21, came to Montpelier, where, 
for the lirst two or three years, he was in 
the employment of the first settler. Col. 
Jacob Davis, being constantly engaged 
with others of the Colonel's band of hardy 
laborers in clearing up the lands now con- 
stituting the site of our flourishing village. 
After a few years, he married a Miss Bur- 
dick, of Waitafield, who died of spotted 
fever in iSro, and afew years subsequently, 
he married the widow of Wm. Hutchins, 
many years since deceased. His first 
"pitch" was on the lands afterwards 
known as the Silloway farm, near Henry 
Nutt's. Soon selling this, however, he 
purchatied the well-known \-aluab!c farm 
lying around the mouth of Dog river, 
which he held till a few years ago, when it 
passed into the hands of hLs son, Ceorge 
C. Shepard, Esq. While carrying on this 
farm, he became the occupant of the 
Hutchins', or Farmers' inn, which, to the 
very general acceptance of the public, he 
kept for nearly 30 years. 

Mr. Shepard was never known as an 
office-holder : for, though often ofTered 
them, he uniformly declined all offices. 
He was a man of much decision of char- 
acter— of great energy, of fine business ca- 
pacities, and from the first has been among 
our most active and enterprising citizens, 
and by these qualities, he accumulated a 
very handsome property ; and what is 
better, he' was an honest man, ever re- 
garding his word as sacred. — Obit. 

HON. JOSEPH HOWES AND WIFE. 

Joseph Howes, bom in Lebanon, Conn., 
March z8, 1783, died in Montpelier, April 
26, 1863. He was descended from one of 
the early puritans who settled in Plymouth 



County, Mass. Judge Howes came to 
Montpelier with his wife in i8o3, both re- 
mained there during their lives, and both 
were among the members of the FirstCon- 
gregational church, now commonly known 
as Bethany church, at its organization in 
1810, of which they were ever faithful and 
highly-honored members. Judge Howes 
was intelligent, decided and immovable in 
his religious and political opinions. Be- 
ginning as a Jeffeisonian Republican, he. 
with the most of that party in Vermont, 
supported John Quincy Adams for presi- 
dent in 1S24, and after Gen. Jackson's 
election in 1838, adhered successively to 
the National Republican, Whig, and the 
modern Republican parties. He was pat- 
riotic, served nearly two years on the 
frontier as adjutant in the war of i8i2-'i5, 
and served so well that a commission in 
the regular army was offered him, which 
he declined on account of the pressing 
needs of his young family. In Sept. 1814, 
however, he started for Plattsburgh as 
second lieutenant in the volunteer MoDt~ 
pelier company, a roll of which, in his 
hand-writing, has been found among his 
papers. He represented Montpelier in 
the Legislature of 1813, and while holding 
that office, left for military service on tfie 
frontier ; was also a Judge of Washington 
County Court, 1819 to 1827; and served 
several years as surveyor of public build- 
ings, his duty being to provide for sweep- 
ing, heating and lighting the State House, 
and furnish stationery for both Houses. 
His bill for these services in the session of 
37 days in 1825 was $68.71, $3 of which 
only was for his personal service — less 
than $3 per day for all, which is less than 
the daily pay now of a page. He was also 
long engaged in the most responsible town 
offices, — moderator, selectman, overseer, 
and magistrate. He was thoroughly con- 
scientious in the discharge of all his public 
and private duties.^severely justasagainst 
himself, and severely censorious of all 
wrong ; but he was also generous to those 
who bad wronged him. 

P ATT vW I LDER, daughter of Al}el Wilder, 
of Norwich, and grand-daughter of Lieut. 
Gov. Elisha Payne, of Lebanon, N. H., 



478 



VERMONT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 



was born in 1786, married Judge Howes in 

1808, and died January 20, 1871. While 
her husband was of a severe type, she was 
gentle, mild, charitable, and these mingled 
qualities made a household of obedient and 
affectionate children, of whom there were 
nine, to wit: William, born April 21, 

1809, went to Prescott, Wis., about 30 
years ago, became mayor of the town, and 
was judge of probate for his district sev- 
eral years, and until his death ; Almira, 
widow of Lieut. Gov. David M. Camp, of 
Derby; Joseph Wilder, born Nov. 5, 1812, 
was a merchant and sheriff of this county 
in 1849 : [for more, see ante, pages 394- 
396.] George, bom Nov. 14, 18 14, was a 
merchant, cashier of the Bank of Mont- 
pelier from 1841 to 1858, and State treas- 
urer 1847 to '53 ; Sarah Sophia, bom July 
27, 181 7, married E. P. Walton, Jr., June 
6, 1836, and died Sept. 3, 1880; Solon, 
born Aug. 6, 18 19, died in early manhood ; 
Martha is widow of Rev. Calvin Pease, 
Professor and President in the Universit)' 
of Vermont, and at his death pastor of a 
Presbyterian church in Rochester, N. Y. ; 
Henry, born March 7th, 1826, died in 
childhood ; and last, Henr)-, born Apr. 3©, 
1829, was for some years a cashier, and 
since 1865 has been employed in the Na- 
tional Treasury and Interior Departments. 

Judge Howes was a blacksmith, and I 
have a very fine engraving of the interior 
of a blacksmith^s shop, which I have al- 
ways called myivife's coat of arms, E p. w. 

DR. JULIUS YEMANS DEWEY. 
[Extract! ft*oui an obituary b Dr. Sumner Putnam.] 

Julius Yemans Dewey was born in 
Berlin, Aug. 22, 1801 ; his father, Simeon 
Dewey, being among the first to settle in 
that town, coming from Hanover, N. H., 
nearly 100 years ago. Julius was one of a 
family of 8 children, and very active when 
a lad, not only working upon the farm, 
but traveling about the country, both on 
foot and on horseback, as an assistant 
drover. But in his nineteenth summer, 
one-half day's work, which consisted in 
loading and pitching 17 loads of hay, de- 
termined his choice of a profession, from 
the fact that for a long time afterward he 



was sick with pain and inflammation in 
the hepatic region, from which, however, 
he finally recovered, and outlived all the 
members of his father^s &mily. Having 
acquired a good preliminary education at 
the Wash. Co. Gram. School, he studied 
medicine with Dr. Lamb., a celebrated 
practitioner in those da3rs, resident at 
Montpelier, and in 1823, received his de- 
gree from the medical department of the 
Vermont University, and commenced prac- 
tice at Montpelier. In consequence of his 
activity, intelligence and skill, he soon ac- 
quired a large professional business, and 
June 9, 1825, married Miss Mary Pcrrin, 
daughter of Zachariah Perrin, of Berlin. 
The fruit of this union was 18 years of 
happy domestic life and 4 children : Chas. 
and Edward Dewey, of Montpelier, Geo. 
Dewey, of the U. S. Navy, and Mrs. Dr. 
Geo. P. Greeley, of Nashua, N. H. Fur- 
thermore, these years were crowned with 
professional and financial success, but all 
too soon, the ^thfiil wife and mother was 
called from her earthly home, and the circle 
thus painfully broken, remained severed 
about 2 years, when it became restored by 
a second marriage with Mrs. Susan L. 
Tarbox, of Randolph, an estimable lad}', 
who brought with her an excellent daugh- 
ter, now the wife of his oldest son, which 
arrangement proved very happy in all re- 
spects. 

Though brought up in a family the heads 
of which were rigidly Puritan, Dr. Dewey 
chose the Protestant Episcopal church, in 
which he was long a faithful office-bearer, 
a liberal supporter and an influential ad- 
viser, especially against the modern fash- 
ions which find no countenance except in 
the Roman churches. In polidcs, he was 
ardent and intelligent, and to him, per- 
haps, quite as much as any other one, is to 
be ascribed the defeat of the anti-masonic 
Gov. Palmer in 1835, ^^^ the subsequent 
success of the Whig and Republican par- 
ties in Vermont ; yet he was never an 
office-seeker, but acted simply upon his 
convictions of what was best for the State 
and the nation. 

In 1850, Dr. Dewey, with others, or- 
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ganizcd the National Life Insurance Com- 
pany of Montpelier, and soon became its 
president and chief manager, and so re- 
mained until his death. Under his auspi- 
cious management, in 27 years, the com- 
pany has acquired a large number of 
policy-holders, presenting a record of suc- 
cess unequalled, and worthy the confidence 
and patronage of those who desire at death 
to doubly ensure, if possible, a legacy to 
their families. Indeed, amid the financial 
ruin and distress prevalent, this noble 
monument of his provident care and in- 
dustry affords relief to many a worthy 
debtor, and stands against the invasion of 
want as a bulwark to many a widowed and 
orphaned home. 

In 1854, being' deprived by death of a 
second wife, at 53 years of age, apparently 
in the prime of life, and by nature strongly 
inclined to nfake the best of life and its 
blessings, especially the endearments and 
comforts of home, he fortunately married 
Mrs. Susan E. Lilley, of Worcester, Mass., 
a beautiful and excellent woman, who also 
brought with her a beautiful daughter, now 
the wife of his second son, and for the last 
20 years made his home a paradise, until 
his final departure shrouds it in mourning, 
(1876.) 

During his last years, his relations as 
husband, parent and grand-parent were 
eminently happy. 1 have heard him je- 
mark that few men had been so unfortunate 
as himself in the loss of excellent wives, 
and that no man could' have been more 
fortunate in replacing them. He was very 
strongly attached to home and its endear- 
ments — his wife, children and grand- 
children, and they always received from 
him the kindest attention, care and pro- 
vision ; and, in return, he received from 
them, and carried with him at his depart- 
ure, their utmost love, confidence and re- 
spect. 

Dr. Dewey was eminently a strong, self- 
made man, — a person who thought care- 
fully, intelligently and broadly; conse- 
quently, every enterprise to which he put 
his hands, proved a success. Education, 
the church, all forms of public vrelfare — 



town, state and national, as the found- 
ation and defense of home, social order, 
progress and wealth, were near and dear 
to his heart, and always received his cor- 
dial support. During a long and active 
life, his ability and integrity reached and 
maintained the highest standard. Socially, 
he was fi'iendly, open and cheerful. 

On the 2oth of May, 1876, he partook of 
a hearty dinner, over-exercised, and be- 
came much excited in discussion. Imme- 
diately, symptoms of disturbed digestion 
began, and a bad night followed, the pulse 
soon falling to 28 or 30 per minute. This 
state continued until the morning of the 
29th, at 3 : 30 o'clock, when, in full con- 
sciousness, in the 76th year of his age, the 
heart instantly ceased to beat, the counte- 
nance flushed^ soon became full and dusky, 
efforts at respiration ceased almost imme- 
diately, consciousness was gone, and the 
paleness of death settled over the featiu-es. 

** Soul, thought, will. Ideation— 
All, 80 quickly severed 
From iheir loved abode— 
O, who may or e^er cao. 
The mystery of life. 
Of death, illume, unveil. 
To the mourning circle 
Lea behind?*" 

MEDICAL MEN OF MONTPELIER. 

BY DK. 8UMNKB FUTHAM. 

FREDERICK W. ADAMS 

was born in Pawlet, in 1786, and his lit- 
erary remains show him to have been ed- 
ucated. He studied medicine with Dr. 
Oliver Harmon, of Pawlet, attended med- 
ical lectures at Dartmouth College, and 
began practice in Fairfield before he grad- 
uated. Remaining there some time, he 
moved to Cambridge, and from Cambridge 
to Barton in 18 14, and in 1822, returned 
to Dartmouth, and received his diploma. 
He continued to practice in Barton and 
vicinity till 1836, where he acquired great 
reputation as a physician and surgeon, 
being called at times a distance of 50 miles 
to perform capital operations. He was 
also the first, or one of the first, to call 
attention to the American hellebore or 
veratrum viride in practice. In the winter 
of 1835 and 1836, he attended medical lec- 
tures at Philadelphia, with a view of set- 
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tling in Montpelier, which he did in 1836, 
his name and reputation soon following, if 
it had not already preceded him. 

Located at Montpelier, he was at first 
shunned by many on account of his re- 
puted skepticism ; but being a large, gen- 
tlemanly appearing man, of dignified pres- 
ence, destined to excite attention and 
command respect or fear anywhere, he soon 
became a leading practitioner in the town 
and surrounding country. 

Dr. Adams was a man of literary taste, 
and having long been esteemed an infidel 
or atheist, he, in 1843, ^^ ^^ request of 
firiends, published a book entitled ** The- 
ological Criticism,^^ which eniitUs him to 
rank with Paine and Ingersoll in their esti- 
mate of the -Bible, the church and the 
clergy. But only as respects these points 
did his skeptical philosophy seem to touch 
his heart, as the following may tend to 
show : When he first came here, a lead- 
ing church felt it a duty to circulate papers 
asking its members to sign their names 
promising not to employ him profession- 
ally. After a time, the same men, one a 
deacon, who circulated the first paper, 
came to him with a subscription paper to 
help repair the church, to which appeal 
he replied, ** God forbid that he should so 
misapply his money. He much preferred 
to give it to the poor and needy whom he 
knew.*' 

All of those formerly acquainted with 
him here, with whom I have conversed, 
declare the Doctor to have been a very 
benevolent, generous, honorable, kind- 
hearted man. Says one, '* He lived more 
practical Christianity daily, than any other 
man in town.'* When a poor man asked 
him for his bill, he would say, '* How 
much money have you ? " • • O, not much ! " 
would be the reply. ** How many children 
have you?" ** Four or five,'' as the case 
might be. ** Well, then, you will want all 
the money you have, and more too ; here, 
take this," handing out five dollars, per- 
haps. Also, every now and then he would 
buy a web of calico, cotton cloth, or what- 
ever he thought might be needed, and 
slyly hand it in at the back door of the 
poor. On the other hand, of the usurious 



rich, he would take a good bill, but no 
more than professional, saying to himself, 
if I get the money, I shall give some of it 
to the needy, and that they will not do if 
they keep it. A lady, whose family phy- 
sician he had been, said, ** do not have it 
go into his biography that he was an in- 
fidel, for he was not. See the lines he 
composed on the death of my daughter,'' 
handing me the long-preserved lines, fiill 
of beautifiil sentiment : 

O, God! forgtre as the dtetnitt 

Deep ugonj hath wrought, 
Ofdlspeniation doobUeMjutt, 

With bidden mercies flraagbt. 

Bat when aii idol Is remoTed, 
Aithongh trova earth to Heaven, 

Our hearts rebel, that one so loved 
Should have been lent, not given. 

O, hard, and harder yet to bear 

The cross we now sustain ; 
While memory will not fiort>ear 

To ambrotype our pain. 

We own that we should be resigned. 

And pat In God our trast; 
Tet human selllshness is blind, 

Nor sees that God Is Just. 

Hence, we should solemnly Invoke 

The Faith too seldom glv*n. 
That sees this mercy in the stroke, 

A soul transferred U> Heaven. 

It is said that he and Dr. Shel ton, Rector 
of the Episcopal church in this place at 
that time, were on particularly good terms, 
often joking and bantering each other — 
Shelfon often inviting Dr. A. to attend 
church, while he would as often contempt- 
uously decline to so misspend his time. 
But Dr. S. having prepared a sermon for 
him, continued to jnvite him to church, and 
at last he came, when the usher seated him 
well up in front. Dr. S. now took from 
the drawer his long-prepared sermon, on 
the text, "The fool hath said in his heart, 
there is no God," and delivered firom his 
pulpit a powerftil discourse, which Dr. A. 
seemed to take pretty much to himself, 
meanwhile, sitting uneasily in his seat, and 
sweating profusely. The old Doctor had 
a good mind to be mad, but then he con- 
cluded to blow it off. 

Dr. Adams was a musician, and also 
made violins, which are said to have chal- 
lenged the admiration of Ole Bull. Ole 
Bull called on him when here, and he and 
the Doctor had some music. 
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He was twice married, and a daughter 
of his now resides in Barton. He died 
Dec. 17, 1858, of pneumonia, aged 72, 
with a clear intellect, and when asked if 
he died as he had lived, answered, *'If 
there is a Christianas God, I am not afraid 
to trust myself in his hands." 

▲bridgiNl from memoir In Transactions of tbe 
Vermont Medical Society. 

DR. C. B. CHANDLER 

was bom Apr. 24, 1796, at Chester. Dur- 
ing his minority, he resided at the home of 
ITis father upon the farm, and acquired at 
the common school and Chester Academy 
sufficient education to become a successful 
teapher. 

He read medicine with Dr. Bo wen, at- 
tended lectures at Woodstock, and after, 
at Brown University, R. I. ; where he grad- 
uated, and commenced practice in Tun- 
bridge in 1823. About the same time, he 
married Miss Nancy Atherton, of Balti- 
more, by whom he had two sons, who are 
now alive, and one of whom succeeded 
him in business in this town, and is now 
in full practice. In 1837, his first wife 
died. After this he married Miss Amanda 
Chapman, of Tunbridge, who died in 1841, 
His third marriage was to Mrs. F. A. C. 
Harvey, of Cabot, who survived him. 

Having practiced his profession suc- 
cessfully 33 years in Tunbridge, he came 
to Montpelier, and bought out Dr. Orrin 
Smith, and soon acquired a good practice, 
showing himself, in the 10 years which he 
resided here, to be a careful, judicious 
physician, a good surgeon, a friendly, gen- 
erous, and strictly honorable man. With- 
out sickness, warning or premonition, he 
died instantly, Jan. 8, 1867, in his 71st 
year, while unharnessing his horse after a 
long ride ; it was supposed of apoplexy, as 
several of the family had died from that 
cause. 

The high estimation in which he was 
held in every respect may be inferred from 
the following extract from a daily paper 
published in Montpelier at the time of his 
death. '* He removed," says the editor of 
the Freeman, "to Montpelier in 1856,' 
where for his high reputation as a skillful 
surgeon and physician, and his excellences 
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as a citizen, ever ready and zealous in 
every good work, he was highly esteemed. 
Though far advanced in years, he seemed 
to be physically and intellectually vigorous, 
and to the last was actively engaged in his 
profession. His death is, therefore, a se- 
vere loss to his family, to the medical pro- 
fession, and to the community. They 
find consolation in the remembrance that 
his life had been one of great usefulness, 
founded upon his firm conviction of the 
genuineness of practical Christianity. Ir- 
reproachable in all his relations in life, 
invaluable as a friend, of most excellent 
example as a citizen, and performing with 
scrupulous fidelity anc^with untiring labor 
every prompting of the warmest and kind- 
est heart, he was in all his life the truest 
type of the upright, benevolent, beneficeitt 
man. Others have left us more noted, 
perhaps, for talents and high position be- 
fore the public, but never one more missed 
and mourned than is, and long will be, 
this worthy, active, and intelligent Chris- 
tian physician. 

Ever humane and self-sacrificing, he as 
cheerfully bestowed his professional aid on 
the poor, when he never asked or exi>ected 
pay, as on the wealthy and influential ; 
and it has been this noble trait, in addi- 
tion to his fine social qualities, his entire 
sincerity and sterling worth as a man, 
which has so widely endeared him to all 
classes of people in this region of country. 
He once told a friend that he wanted no 
higher fame, and no better reward, than to 
have it thought and said at his death, that 
he sincerely endeavored to do all the good 
he could, and to be a kind and honest 
man. 

DR. C. M. RUBLEE. 

Chauncey Moore Rublee, son of Luman 
and Mrs. Luman (Burbank) Rublee, was 
born at Montpelier, Nov. 25, 1823. At 
fourteen, he left the Academy in this place, 
and became a clerk in the drug store of 
E. H. PrentisSjand, after 2 years' service, 
began the study of medicine with Dr. 
Charles Clark ; attended medical lectures, 
and graduated at Woodstock, after three 
years^ study. In Dec. 1848, he sailed for 
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Paris, and writes to his friends of the pas- . city ppctice, but before long his health 



sage : ** We had but two storms, and I 
assure you I never wish to witness another. 
I wished myself in Vermont. When I saw 
the noble ship in which I was about to sail, 
lying at the dock, it did not seem possible 
for it to be blown about by the wind, but 
after getting out to sea, I realized what the 
wind and waves could do, and then the 
ship appeared to me as it was — a mere 
egg-shell dancing upon the water. On 
reaching Paris, I hired a room, furnished 
with everything necessar}', and a femmt^ 
as they are called here, to take care of it, 
for which I pay td per month, and I get 
my food where I ^ease. I devote con- 
siderable of my time at present, to learn- 
ing to speak French, and am able to talk a 
little.'' Again : *• In the fore part of the 
day, I am either at the lying-in hospital 
with Paul Dubois, or in the surgeons* hos- 
pital with Velpeau ; in the fever hospital 
with Louis, or at the venereal hospital 
with Ricord. Paul Dubois is considered 
the most able man in his hospital in Paris. 
I had a letter of introduction to him. He 
received me very kindly, and offered me 
any assistance he could render. He speaks 
English very well.'' 

In the same letter he writes of the Rev- 
olution of 1848: **The Frenchmen have 
accomplished a great work, drove Louis 
Phillip from his throne, . . . and pro- 
claimed France a Republic, in the presence 
of 700,000 people." Of the Socialist In- 
surrection which followed in June, he wrote 
Aug. 6 : •* Several pieces of cannon were 
stationed near the street where I live, and 
it was one continual roar. After each shot, 
a load of wounded would be carried by my 
window. Of 400 in one command, all 
killed but 30. Next morning 1 went to the 
dead house where the killed were deposit- 
ed before burial — a sad picture — fathers 
and mothers after their sons, sisters for 
their brothers, and when they found them, 
it would seem as if they would die with 
sorrow." 

On returning to Montpelier, he began 
practice, and soon married Miss Sarah E. 
Clark, daughter of Dr. Charles Clark. In 
1855, he moved to Boston, to engage in 



began to fail ; it never had been strong, 
and while at Boston he bled at the lungs 
two or three times, which induced him to 
return to Montpelier, where he continued 
to do office business, making a specialty 
of diseases of the eye and ear, and surgi- 
cal cases. In the winter of i860, he spent 
3 months in Paris, by which his health 
was improved. 

He had one son, Chas. C. Rublee, M. D. 
Dr. CM. Rublee was a clear-headed, en- 
ergetic, honorable man, a good ph}'sicia!h 
and surgeon, and accumulated property 
from the practice of his profession, though 
his body was weak and infirm. He kept 
office hours 5 years after he was unable to 
walk any considerable distance, seldom, 
or never, mentioning his own sufferings 
and infirmities. During the last month of 
his life he ^^-as confined to his room, his 
cough becoming worse, prostration rapidly 
increased, and death came to his relief 
Jan. 26, 1870, 

DR. W. H. H. RICHARDSON, 

son of Samuel and Martha Richardson, 
was born in Orange, V^t., in 1824, and died 
of cerebral apoplexy, in Winona, Minn., 
June 5, *74. At an early age, having shown 
an aptitude for learning, he was fitted for 
college at Thetford Academy, and entered 
Dartmouth, where he remained to the end 
of his junior year ; on account of ill health 
he was obliged to omit the senior year; 
but left college with a good reputation for 
scholarship and moral character. 

After regaining his health, he com- 
menced the study of medicine in the office 
of Dr. Taplin, of Corinth, Vt., and at- 
tended lectures at Pittsfield, Mass., grad- 
uating in 1849. Subsequently, he grad- 
uated at the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, New York city, and entered 
BellexTje Hospital, where he remained one 
year as house physician. 

In Oct. 1850, he married Miss Cynthia 
P. Stewart, and in 185 1, commenced the 
practice of his profession in East Mont- 
pelier, removing to Montpelier in 1856, 
where for 1 1 years he enjoyed a large and 
lucrative practice. By rigid economy and 
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close attention to business, he acquired a 
very respectable competence. 

In 1866, becoming tired of riding over 
the adjacent hills at all hours of the day 
and night, realizing, as only a physician 
can, the magnitude of the burden as age 
advances, which many times is a thank- 
less task, he determined to remove to a 
more densely populated country, and, after 
traveling through the Western States, he 
purchased a residence in the beautiful city 
of Winona, Minn., on the westerly bank 
of the great Mississippi, where, surround- 
ed by his family, possessed of urbanity and 
great good sense, he enjoyed the confidence 
and respect of his neighbors and towns- 
people and the profession to which he be- 
longed, as well as that of those who sought 
his counsel and advice. 

CAPT. NATHAN JEWETT 

was bom in Hopkinton, N. H., March 
8, 1767, and died in Montpelier Dec. 
29, 1 861, in his 95th year. About the 
time Vermont declared her independence, 
the church in Connecticut, which ruled that 
State, commenced a persecution of the 
brethren who preferred the Cambridge 
Platform, which drove several clergymen 
and many excellent men into other states. 
Several of the fugitives came to Vermont 
and New Hampshire and .settled in or near 
the Connecticut river valley, and among 
these was the Hon. Elisha Payne, who was 
very influential in effecting the two unions 
of New Hampshire towns with Vermont, 
and for a time held the offices of Lieut. 
Governor and Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court of Vermont, though residing in what 
is now Lebanon, N. H. 

Capt. Jewett commended himself to Gov. 
Payne so well that he won the Governor's 
daughter Ruth, born at Plainfield, Conn., 
July 9, 1770, and married her Dec. 10, 
'793* ^t Lebanon. From this marriage 
came the son, whose notice follows, and 
tM^ughters who were long ornaments 
ifr^e society of Montpelier: Julia Jew- 
ett, widow first of Chester Hubbard, a 
successful merchant, and last of Hon. Au- 
gustine Clarke, who was State Treasurer ; 
and Eliza S. Jewett, widow of the Hon. 



William R. Shafter, of Townshend. Mrs. 
Clarke died June i, 1881, at the age of 
87 years. Mrs. Shafter is still living. 

Capt. Jewett came to Montpelier in 1807, 
and resided there until his death, always 
highly respected for perfect probity, and 
generosity beyond his means in behalf of 
the best interests of the community. I 
remember him as a well formed man 
and dignified and gentlemanly in bis 
demeanor — qualities which contributed 
to his election to the captaincy of the 
Washington Artillery. This company was 
specially incorporated as the Governor's 
guard, consisted of picked men, and was 
entirely independent of other military 
organizations. The dignity of a Cap- 
taincy in such a company was equal to that 
of a Major General of the militia. Inc'eed, 
on election day the Captain was quite as 
great in the eyes of the customary crowd 
as His Excellency the Governor, His Hon- 
or the Lieut. Governor, the Honorable 
Council, and the General Assembly. 

COL. ELISHA PAYNE JEWETT 

was born in Lebanon, N. H., June 5th, 
1 801, and married Miss Julia Kellogg 
Field, daughter of the late Hon. Charles 
K. Field of Brattleboro, Jan. 15, 1861. 
He wa» the only son of Nathan and Ruth 
Payne Jewett, and he has an only daughter 
who bears her grand-mother Jewett's 
name. 

Col. Jewett at 15 years was apprenticed 
to the late Hon. Daniel Baldwin as a clerk 
in the mercantile business, and after ser- 
vice for six- years he engaged in trade for 
himself successfully, in the firms of Hub- 
bard & Jewett and Jewett, Howes & Co. 
On retiring from that business he was in- 
terested in the construction of a portion of 
the Vermont Central Railroad, and of the 
Great Western from Suspension Bridge to 
Hamilton, Ontario. 

Later he engaged in agriculture, pur- 
chasing the beautiful farm on the Winooski, 
in the south-west corner of the town, on 
which the first settlement was made. He 
has greatly improved that farm and other 
lands in his possession. It is however 
for Col. Jewett's active exertions, by his 
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personal influence and very generous con- 
tributions for the good of bis town, to 
churches. State houses, and other things 
touching the interests of his neighbors, 
that he will long have **a name to live/^ 

His integrity and reputation as a finan- 
cier are fiilly attested by the offices he has 
held. He was a bank director in Montpe- 
lier for 42 years ; president of the State 
Bank (Montpelier) 6 years ; State Treas- 
urer — 1846 and 7, and town representative 
in 1855. He was also Presidential Elec- 
tor at large in 1872. Some of the services 
of Col. Jewett, in getting up the Vermont 
Central Railroad, have been already no- 
ticed in the history of Montpelier, but one 
incident remains to be recorded. The 
Vermont Central Railroad never could 
have been built without a connecting road 
in New Hampshire, and the dominant par- 
ty in that State was hostile to railroads. 
A committee of Central men, of which 
Col. Jewett was one, was therefore sent to 
Concord to wait upon the legislature and 
secure a charter. A scheme was arranged 
by Franklin Pierce, soon afterwards Presi- 
dent, Judge Upham and others, to have 
charters granted on condition that no rail- 
roads should be built except on the con- 
sent of a board of commissioners, who of 
course would be of the dominant party. 
Col. Jewett therefore ensconced himself at 
the Democratic head-quarters and soon 
prevailed upon an influential anti-railroad 
man to accept the office of commissumer, and 
the charter was granted. Soon after- 
wards Col. Jewett assisted in Gov. Paine's 
flank movement in favor of the Fitcbburgh 
line, when the Railroad Commissioners 
hastened to approve the charter of the 
Northern N. H. Railroad Company. 

Col. Jewett derives his military title from 

having been, with Gov. Charles Paine, on 

the staff of Maj. Gen. Ezekiel i\ Walton. 

E. p. w. 

SAMUEL WELLS. 

If intelligent and successful devotion to 
the highest interests of a community for 
the best portion of a more than average 
life entitles one to grateful mention when 
the record of that community is made up, 



then surely does the subject of this sketch 
deserve a no mean place upon the roll of* 
honor of Montpelier. 

Samuel Wells was bom in Milton, 
Chittenden County, Vt., Sept. 23, 1822. 
His father, William Wells, was a respected 
farmer of that town, and a veteran of the 
War of 1812, having served five years as a 
non-commissioned officer. The record 
says : *' He was in the expedition which 
invaded Canada under Gen. Scott, and 
participated in the battles of Chippewa, 
Frenches Mills, and the siege and capture 
of Fort Erie. He was also one of the sur- 
vivors of the memorable charge at Lundy^s 
Lane, under Col. Miller, when two-thirds 
of the attacking force was cut down:" 

Samuel was the eldest of seven children, 
five of whom died in childhood. With no 
educational advantages in early life but 
the common schools of that day, these 
were so prized and utilized as to enable 
the farmer boy himself to become a suc- 
cessful teacher at the early age of 18. Sub- 
sequently he entered the law office of Hon. 
A. G. Whittemore, of Milton, where he 
not only completed his course of legal 
studies, but, better still, became so thor- 
oughly imbued with the high-toned pro- 
fessional practice and honorable business 
habits of the distinguished gentleman with 
whom he studied, as to furnish him a model 
in all his subsequent life. While studying 
law he also acquired a knowledge of prac- 
tical surveying, which was of great service 
to him in after years. 

After admission to the bar In Chittenden 
County, Mr. Wells opened an offio« in 
Bakersfield, Franklin County, where he 
practiced his profession for some two years. 
During this period he interested himself in 
the subject of fire insurance, and finally 
became impressed with the advisability of 
the farmers of the State effecting insurance 
by themselves, and thus avoiding liability 
for the more hazardous classes of lire 
risks. Accordingly, in October, 1849, he 
came to Montpelier, and after enlisting 
other parties, an application was made to 
the legislature, then in session, for an act 
to incorporate the Farmers' Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company. The application was 
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strenuously opposed in various quarters, 
but finally prevailed, and on. the day suc- 
ceeding lis passage the company was or- 
ganized. At this organization Mr. Wells 
was chosen Treasurer and also a Director 
of the company, both of which positions he 
continued to hold by unanimous annual 
elections for 28 years, and until the day of 
his death. With a single exceplion, there 
*as not another instance of like service in 
the histor)' of the company. With that 
exception, not one of the original Directors 
remained in office, and ten out of the fifteen 
had long before passed away- 

With his company organiied. Mr. Wells 
entered at once upon the discharge of his 
official duties with all the ardor of his na- 
ture, and in an almost incredibly brief 
period of time the '■ Farmer.s" Mutual" 
became one of theeslahlished and honored 
insdtulions of the Slate. It was both the 
pride and monument of all his after life. 
Its management led him lo visit all sec- 
tions of the Slate, and he thus became 
more generally and favorably known than 
falls lo ihe lot of most of our public men. 
Of the three thousand losses which the com- 
pany sustained prior to his death, he 
doubtless person,-illy adjusted more than 
one-half, and no party ever had reason to 
accuse him of injustice or trickery. Of all 
the moneys which he recieved and dis- 
bursed as treasurer of the company — 
amounting lo neariy a million of dollars — 
not a single dollar was ever misappropriat- 
ed to his persona! advantage or diverted 
from its legitimate use. 

But fidelity to these public trusts by no 
means circumscribed or measured the ex- 
tent and value of his services to the im- 
mediate community in which he lived. 
With a generous spirit, and a ready and 
skillful hand, be welcomed all the broad 
and varied dudes of the good citizen. 
His own limited advantages for early edu- 
cation led him to devise liberal things for 
the youth of later generations. The long 
and bitter struggle which finally resulted 
in ihe establishment of Montpelier's ex- 
cellent Union School, was inaugurated by 
Mr, Wells and three or four associates. 



and the almost endless and delicate labor 
required lo supersede the time- honored 
district system by the infinitely better plan 
of uniim and gradaUan, with all the legis- 
lation needful to render it complete and 
harmonious, devolved more largely upott 
him than upon any other one individual. 
And for several years after the new system 
was adopted he afforded it the benefit of 
his aid and counsel as a member of the 
prudential committee. The same is true 
of the excellent Fire Department, which 
has been maintained during (he last 3j 
years. An enlire re-organisation was ef- 
fected, improved engines purchased, new 
companies formed and equipped, and a 
new departure in discipline and efficiency 
taken, largely through his instrumentality. 
For several years he held the responsible 
position of chief engineer, and was a lead- 
ing actor in this department long after 
failing health warned him to desist. 

In 1870. in consultation with others, he 
procured the chartering of the Alontpelitr 
Savitt£s Bank and Trust Company, of 
which he wa.s one of the corporators — an 
insiiiuiion now, (1881,) with more than 
half a million dollars of deposits and cap- 
ital. In 1874 he obtained the charier of 
the Uiuott MutHal Fire ftuurance Com- 
patiy, with a view of providing insurance ia 
home companies for such classes of prop- 
erty as could not be insured in the Farm- 
ers' Company, and which had hitherto - 
been compelled 10 seek accommodation 
largely outside of the ^tate. In this com- 
pany he was an active director until his 
death. 

In 1872 he became impressed with the 
absolute need of a belter water supply for 
the village, and with such aid as he could 
command, secured the consideration of the 
subject at the annual village meeting of 
that year, which resulted in the appoint- 
ment of a commiliee to examine and re- 
port upon the desirability of the general 
project, and the comparative merits of the 
several sources of supply. Mr. Wells wa» 
chairman of that committee, and much 
time and labor were expended in the ex- 
amination of localides, analysis of waters, 
survey of routes, and estimates of the cost 



486 



VERMONT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 



of materia] and construction — all of which 
was submitted in an exhaustive printed re- 
port at the annual village meeting of 1873. 
That report strongly recommended that 
the supply be taken from Berlin Pond 
brook, and that the work be undertaken at 
once ; and the reasons given for that re- 
commendation have never been contro- 
verted. When the village finally decides 
to meet this imperative necessity — and it 
is believed that that time is in the very 
near future — it will be found that the work 
is all plainly mapped out in Mr. Wells^ 
report of 1873. 

Charters for the Montpelier Manufactur- 
ing Company zxi^ also the Pioneer Manufac- 
turing Company y'wtrt prepared and their 
enactment procured by him, the establish- 
ment of which have added largely to the 
population and industrial interests of the 
town ; and if all the benefits anticipated 
therefrom have not been realized, it is 
solely because the monied men of the 
place persistently withheld their pecuniary 
aid and fostering care. Mr. Wells also 
actively aided in the work of securing the 
Wells River railroad, and expended no 
little time and labor in efforts to secure other, 
in some respects better, connecting railway 
lines. He was principally instrumental in 
the purchase and fitting up of Village Hall, 
which has ever since not only supplied an 
essential need, but proved a source of no 
small profit to the village ; also the Town 
Farm, where our poor, whom we ** always 
have with us," find a comfortable asylum. 
And while acting as one of the ** Fathers 
of the town," which he did for several 
years, it is far within the truth to say that 
more was accomplished by way of opening 
new streets, improving old ones, extending 
and repairing sidewalks, providing suitable 
drainage, and improving the external and 
sanitar>' condition of the village, than was 
ever effected in the same length of time be- 
fore or since. These, and nameless kin- 
dred enterprises, show the creating, shap- 
ing and fostering hand of Mr. Wells, and 
generations yet to come will share the ben- 
efits of his generous and .self-denying 
labors. Nor did he shrink from assuming 
his full proportion of the burdens of these 



public improvements, for the records of 
each one will* testify to an outlay of time, 
labor and money which furnish the best 
possible guaranty of good fisiith, and which 
show a degree of liberality entirely dispro- 
portioned to his means. And while the 
more conservative portion of the commu- 
nity looked upon some of his enterprises as 
visionary and impracticable, time is rapidly 
demonstrating that his only misfortune was 
to be but a tithe as far in advance of the 
times as his critics were in the rear. 

Though the general practice of the law 
was abandoned on coming to Montpelier, 
Mr. Wells nevertheless retained his con- 
nection with the bar, making a specialty 
of insurance law and practice. He was in- 
dustrious and thorough in the preparation 
of his cases, and sought for the solid 
ground of equity, which he regarded as the 
very essence of law. Some points of in- 
surance law of the first importance became 
permanentiy settied through his instru- 
mentality. 

In politics Mr. Wells was an unwaver- 
ing Democrat, thoroughly imbued with 
the principles of the schools of Jeflferson 
and Jackson. He was unskilled in the 
party tactics of modern times, and might 
well have said, with Addison : 

^ Believe who will Uie artAil shamft— not I.^ 

However, he followed the fortunes of 
his party, and the esteem in which he was 
held by his associates is well certified by 
his having been made at different elections 
their candidate for Congress, State Treas- 
urer and Presidential elector, and also 
chosen a member of the State Committee 
and chairman of the District Committee. 
He was also made a candidate for various 
county offices. His party being uniformly 
in the minority, however, he received no 
elections to office save such as were con- 
ferred by bis political opponents ; but in 
such esteem was he held that for many 
years he was chosen a selectman, town 
agent and justice of the peace. 

The leading traits of Mr. Wells* char- 
acter were well stated by one of the local 
papers at the time of his decease : 

** Montpelier had no better citizen than 
Samuel Wells. Honest in all his convic- 
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tions and actions ; public-spirited and lib- 
eral in all projects for the general good ; 
favoring all improvements that promised 
to enhance the prosperity of tlie town; 
very generous in aiding all objects of char- 
ity ; ever ready to assist those who were 
trying to assist themselves ; careful in form- 
ing opinions, and then courageous in avow- 
ing and standing by them ; a considerate 
and kind-hearted man, a true friend, an 
excellent neighbor, an affectionate husband 
and fiather, he was one of those whose true 
worth will be more and more realized as 
time develops what was lost when he was 
taken. His proudest monument will be 
that all are fully justified in speaking well 
of him, and that he was really an honest 
man — **the noblest work of God." Than 
this, no higher eulogy can be given any 
man." 

Though not a communicant, Mr. Wells 
was a habitual attendant and liberal sup- 
porter of Bethany church. For many 
years he ser\'ed upon its prudential com- 
mittee, and had the custody, as surveyor, 
of its church edifice. 

In Sept. 1854, Mr. Wells was married 
to Mary P. Leslie, of Newbury, who, to- 
gether with two daughters, survives him, 
a son having died in childhood. 

Jan. 31 , 1878, before completing his 57th 
year, Mr. Wells died — prematurely, as the 
record runs and as the world judges ; but 

** We live In deeds, not years ; in thoughts, not breaths ; 
In feelings, not In figures on a dial. 

He most lives 

Who thinks most, feels the noblest, acts the best." 

Judged by this standard, 

**The hand of the reaper 
Sought the ears that were hoar>'." 

J. P. 

HON. JOHN SPALDING, 

son of Reuben Spalding of Sharon, born 
1790, died April 26, 1870, in his 8ist year. 
He came to Montpelier in 18 13, and en- 
tered into trade for himself, and afterwards 
was a partner in the firms of Chester Hub- 
bard & Spalding, Langdon & Spalding, 
Langdon, Spalding & Co., and John & 
Charles Spalding, retiring from mercantile 
employments in 1840, after which he spent 
much of his time in agricultural pursuits. 
He married a daughter of Hon. Salvin 
Collins, who bore him two sons and three 
daughters, John and Eliza now [1881] 
only surviving. Judge Spalding was a 



large and good looking man, of a kind 
disposition, and excessively affectionate to 
his children. His integrity was undoubt- 
ed, and so earned for him the responsible 
offices which he held. He was some time 
Director and President of the old Bank of 
Montpelier, and also President of the Ver- 
mont Mutual Fire Insurance Company, 
Judge of Washington County Court 1840, 
and State Treasurer 1841 to 1846. 

MAJ. RICHARD W. HYBE 

was born in Lebanon, N. H., Oct. 11, 
1801, died in Montpelier Nov. 13, 1865. 
He came of good stock, which contributed 
many good men to this State, Lieut. Elihu 
Hyde having served as representative for 
Lebanon in our Legislature 1781, under 
the second union with New Hampshire 
towns, and been commissioned as a mag- 
istrate. Maj. Hyde came to Montpelier in 
1828, and lived thereuntil his death. The 
following account of his business life, and 
beautiful tribute to his character, from the 
pen of the late Hon. C. W. Willard, writ- 
ten in Nov. 1865, will make the best biog- 
raphy of this worthy man. 

** Some 35 years ago Major Hyde came to 
Montpelier and embarked in mercantile 
business, which he followed without inter- 
ruption and with well-merited success up 
to the time of his death — at which time he 
was senior partner of the firm of Hyde, 
Foster & Co., a house of the first respecta- 
bility and prosperity. The gradual but 
steady success which attended the busi- 
ness life of Mr. Hyde through all those 
years which brought vicissitudes to perhaps 
most of his cotemporaries, was the result 
of no tricks of trade or hazardous specula- 
tion : but the legitimate fruit of enlighten- 
ed judgment and honorable dealing. And 
his example in this respect,now bequeathed 
to the junior members of the firm, is a rich 
legacy in itself, and a sure harbinger of 
success if properly followed. 

** But Mr. Hyde^s business habits in no 
degree rendered him indifferent or narrow- 
minded in respect to the best interests of 
our community. No man among us more 
heartily seconded all enlightened plans to 
promote the material interests and pros- 
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pcrity of the town — to improve our schools 
— to build and support our churches — to 
meet the calls of general benevolence and 
charity, and espedaUy to supply the neces- 
sities of the poor. 

*• In his political associations Mr. Hyde 
was a life-long democrat ; but with him 
democracy meant pcUriotism^ and he re- 
fused to follow any banner but the flag 
of his country. And during the late war 
no man in* the community labored more 
earnestly or contributed more freely than 
be to furnish men and means for bearing 
that loved banner onward to victory and 
peace. Thank God that he lived to see 
the desire of his heart granted ! 

••Mr. Hyde himself was no stranger to 
bereavement. Death had repeatedly vis- 
ited his family, and stirred to their very 
depths the deep fountains of his nature. 
But his great. lo\'ing hearty so susceptible 
of grief, turned as if by superior attraction 
to the still greater and more lo\'ing heart 
of the Father of us all ; and here he found, 
not only consolation in his grief, but a firm 
foundation for his religious creed, in the 
confident belief that the Infinite God, who 
desires the salvation of all, will bring them 
in His own good time and manner to the 
joys of His heavenly home. 

**The home of Mr. Hyde was proverbially 
the abode of hospitality and good cheer. 
Here all ages and conditions found a com- 
panion and friend. Here the benevolence 
and geniality of his nature were fully de- 
veloped, and from this central sun influen- 
ces of love and good will radiated through 
all the community. To his beloved fami- 
ly the loss is un.speakable — inconceivable. 
We offer no word of consolation, for vain 
is the help of man. The profound respect 
and sympathy of the community was appro- 
priately manifested on the occasion of the 
funeral, by the closing of our places of 
business, and the attendance of a large 
concourse of people to mingle their tears 
with the bereaved, and testify their grief 
that the manly form, the pleasant smile 
and the cheering voice of our departed 
friend would be seen and heard among us 
no more forever. 
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As we conveyed the mortal remains of 
our departed brother to their chosen rest- 
ing-place in our beautiful Cemetery, toward 
the close of a pleasant autumn day, with 
the partially-veiled sun sinking tranquilly 
to his rest, and committed •• earth to earth 
and dust to dust,*^ commending his spirit 
to Him who is the Resurrection and the 
Life, — we could but inwardly exclaim — 

** Be thy Tlrtnet with the UrteK. 
And Uiy tplrtt onn.** 

Maj. Hyde first engaged in the bakery 
business as junior member in the firm of 
Cross & Hyde, and this was foUowed by 
the large mercantile business above mllud- 
ed to. He left, surviving, a son, Edward 
D. Hyde, who has succeeded to bis £ath- 
er's business, and two daughters — all borne 
to him by Sarah L., youngest daughter of 
the late Jacob F. Dodge of Mon^lier. 

JAMES T. THURSTON. 

BT HOJf. C. W. WILLARO. 

The death of James Tottingham Thurs- 
ton, long a resident of Montpelier, de- 
mands of the public journalist more than 
the mere mendon of his decease ; and per- 
haps here, even more than ordinarily hap- 
pens with men of equal worth, because he 
never by any ostentation of virtue seemed 
to challenge commendation, is it proper 
that we should recognize the value of a 
life singularly industrious, honest and tem- 
perate, successful in its connection with 
business interests and public concerns, dear 
to those who had the pleasure of his friend- 
ship, and made happy by the love of those 
who enjoyed the affection of his home. 

Mr. Thurston was the son of Moses 
Thurston and Hannah Bolton Thurston, 
and was born in Cambridge, Vt., Feb. 19, 
1818. His father was a farmer, and the 
education of which the son had the bene- 
fit at home was only such as a youth of 
quickness of intellect could obtain in the 
common schools of the town, at a time 
when such schools could hardly be called 
I institutions of learning, but only served to 
' give boys an acquaintance with the rudi- 
ments of knowledge. He came to Mont- 
pelier when he was 15 years of age, living 
with his brother-in-law, Henry W. Sabin, 
and serving part of the time as his clerk. 
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attending for two or three years the dis- 
trict school during the winter months, 
and possibly a term or two at the academy. 
His after life, however, served to show 
how little the fitness for responsible po- 
sitions and ability to do well everything 
that a prominent business man and citizen 
has to do, depends upon the learning of 
the schools. In 1838, he was employed 
as clerk in the Vermont Mutual Fire In- 
surance Company, where he performed his 
work so satisfactorily, that in 1842 he was 
made treasurer of the company. This 
position he occupied — with the exception 
of a period of 14 months in 1850-51, when 
he acted as secretary of the National Life 
Insurance Company — for 32 years. At 
the time he was made treasurer, Daniel 
Baldwin was president of the company, 
and such men as Joseph Reed, Joseph 
Howes, John Spalding and George Worth- 
ington were active directors. The com- 
pany then, though well established, was 
doing a small business in comparison with 
what it afterwards commanded, and no 
small share of its subsequent success is 
due to the feithful and intelligent labors of 
its treasurer. In 1874, Mr. Thurston was 
made president, succeeding Mr. Baldwin, 
who had held the office 34 years. In 1877, 
he resigned the office on account of his in- 
creasing infirmity, which made even its 
lightest duties a severe tax upon his 
strength. 

Mr. Thurston was, besides his connec- 
tion with the Fire Insurance Company, a 
director of the National Life Insurance 
Company fix>m 1852, until his death, and 
for nearly the whole time a trusted and 
continually-consulted member of its finan- 
cial committee. He was also a director of 
the First National Bank of Montpelier 
from its organization, and his acquaintance 
with men and afiairs and his prudent judg- 
ment made him a valuable officer. He was 
at different times clerk, selectman and 
lister of Montpelier, and latterly for many 
years a favorite presiding officer in town 
and public meetings. 

In politics Mr. Thurston was, until 1861, 
a democrat, and associated with such dem- 
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ocrats as Paul Dillingham, Danfel Bald- 
win, Chas. G. Eastman, T. P. Redfield, 
Charles Reed, John A. Page, Stephen 
Thomas and W. H. H. Bingham. He was 
the candidate of that party for state treas- 
urer from 1856 to i860. Since the com- 
mencement of the rebellion in 1861, he has 
acted and voted with the republican party. 
He was not, however, either as democrat 
or republican, a zealous partisan, but al- 
ways h^ld his opinions of public men and 
measures subject to his intelligent estimate 
of their real worth without much respect 
for their party labeb. 

Mr. Thurston united with the Congrega- 
tional church in Montpelier, where he had 
formerly worshipped, in 1858, was a mem- 
ber of its communion at his> decease, and 
a regular attendant upon its services when 
his health permitted. His religion was a 
matter of judgment rather than of emotion, 
a belief in the present value of an upright 
life rather than in the saving power of 
ecstatic stites of mind or unreasoning faith 
in creeds — in short, an intelligent, con- 
sistent, exemplary, practical Christianity, 
a Christianity that believes the road to 
Heaven should be traveled not on Sundays 
alone, but on other days in the week as 
well. 

In 1843, Mr. Thurston was married to 
Fanny W. Witherell, of Montpelier, who 
died in 1865, leaving one son, John B. 
Thurston, now a respected citizen of 
Montpelier. Afterward, Mr. Thurston 
married Mrs. Sevira J. Currier, of Mont- 
pelier, who survives him. His home was 
a delight to him and to those under its 
roof, a place to which he always turned 
with fondness and longing when away, a 
home now darkened by the shadow of 
death. 

It may justly be said of Mr. Thurston's 
life that it was calm and steady, flowing 
like the current of a river that, between 
even banks, keeps its quiet course to the 
sea. He was a conservative rather than a 
reformer, but conservative more in action 
than in thought, as often happens with 
men of a temper seldom stirred by the 
heats of passion or emotion ; but no gen- 
uine reform that commended itself to the 
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sober judgment ever lacked bis sympathy 
or sui^Kirt. Rev. Mr. Hincks, in remarks 
at the funeral service, said tbat Mr. 
Tburston was not aggressive in bis re- 
ligion ; and be migbt bave said witb equal 
justice diat be did not bek>ng to the ag- 
gressive type of man. He was not of the 
men who found states and conquer king- 
doms, but of the other equally valuable 
men who bdd &st the progress already 
made, yet never refuse to advance when 
new ideas open the way. He bad a lively 
sense of humor, a rare aj^Mnedation of the 
ridiculous, was a keen observer of men* en- 
joyed a good story and told one exceeding- 
ly well, and was genial and witty as well as 
philosophic and thoughtful in conversa- 
tion. He was quick to see the force of logic, 
just and intelligent in his estimate of his 
assonates and the men of bis time, alwajrs 
giving countenance and aid to every work 
tbat met his approval, liberal in contribu- 
tions to all benevolent objects, ready to 
aid with his labor and his purse every en- 
terprise that contributed to the growth, 
the reputation and the influence of his 
town, fiuthfii] to his many friends, and not 
unjust to his few enemies. He had a ju- 
dicial temper of mind, that peculiar excel- 
lence which commands respect rather in 
the long run than in moments of excitement 
and the heat of controversy, that calmness 
that not seldom frets impatient minds be- 
cause it does not jump with their conclu- 
sions and run with their speed, but which 
always proves its worth and vindicates 
itself as time wears on. He loved life, and 
had joy in living. In his long struggle 
with disease, he would gladly have wel- 
comed returning health, for the delight he 
always found in seeing the iaces and hear- 
ing die voices of his friends, for his love 
for the sweet pleasures which nature in a 
hundred ways offered to him, and for the 
sense of being a part of a living, moving 
world. Yet he met his death patiently, 
without vain regrets, mourning most of all 
that with those he loved so well he should 
no more from our breezy hills look out on 
the fair pictures that summer and autumn 
spread over our mountains and along our 
valleys, nor hear the ** various language ^^ 



which nature addresses, to him who. in 
love of her, **bolds communion with her 
visible fiDrms." 

The writer of thb notice cannot forbear 
adding to this imperfect sketch an espces- 
tion of his own high esteem for Mr. 
Thurston, and his sense of penonal sorrow 
at his death. An acquaintance for more 
than a score of yean, nrach of tiie time 
femiliar and friendly, had revealed many 
of his excellent qualities of mind and 
heart, but three months spent last winter 
with him in a fiu--away, sunny valley of 
the Ozark mountains, and die daily de* 
lights of a cordial, frank, confiding conft- 
panionship, ripened this friendship of so 
many years into a warm penonal attadi* 
ment that will ever be a treasured memory 
to him who survives. 

From the Resolutwms passed by the Vt. 
Mutual Fire Ins. Co. after his death, we 
give 2^ 

Be U resdved, we deeply fed and mourn 
the loss of James T. Thunton, oiir true 
friend aid associate, whose upright de- 
portment, integrity of character, good 
judgment and usefulness as a citizen en- 
deared him to all, especially to us who 
knew him so well. May his many virtues 
be ever cherished by us, and be an exam- 
ple for those that follow him. May we re- 
member in the words so often quoted by 
him, ** Tis not all of life to live, nor all ot 
deaUi to die.** 

And from the resolutions passed by the 
National Life Insurance Co : 

Ruatved^ that we sincerely mourn and 
profoundly r^;ret the death of our friend 
and associate, James T. Thurston, whose 
(juick perception, great caution, sound 
judgment, unblendshed character, and per- 
fect integrity, together with other argu- 
able qualities of nis head and heart, have 
endeared him to us for many years. His 
many virtues will be long remembered by 
us the survivors. * • Afay he rest iu peace J^ 

JOSEPH W. WHEELOCK. 

[From Ml article by Hon. Charlss W. Willard In 
Uie Grten Mountain Fiteman of March I, ltf76.] 

Joseph Wilson Wheelock, who died at 
his home in Berlin, Feb. 23, 1876, was 
bom in Eden. His fiather, Martin Whee- 
lock, had 5 sons and 2 daughters. Joseph 
had a common school education, and when 
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about 18 entered the office of the S/, Al- 
bans Messenger^ learned the printer's 
trade; remained till Aug., 1847; ^^^ 
worked at his trade in the office of the 
Green Afauntain Gasette, at Bradford about 
5 years, and came, Feb., 1852, to Montpe- 
lier, as foreman into the office of the 
Green Mountain Freeman, of which the 
late Hon. D. P. Thompson was proprietor 
and editor, and remained in charge of that 
office, as foreman, during the proprietor- 
ship of Judge Thompson, and that of S. S. 
Boyce, and from April, 1861, to Jan., 1869, 
while Mr. Willard owned the paper. Mr. 
Boyce, during his ownership of the Free- 
fnan, purchased the subscription list, and 
became the publisher of the Vermont 
Christian Messenger, and the Messenger 
has been published at the Freeman office 
since that time. Jan., 1869, Mr. Whee- 
lock became a half owner of the Freeman 
and Messenger subscription list and print- 
ing establishment, and from that time had 
the entire management of the business of 
the office, and the practical management 
of the papers until Jan., 1873. when he 
purchased Mr. Willard's remaining inter- 
est in the business, and became and re- 
mained managing editor and proprietor 
until his decease. 

Mr. Wheelock's active life was in the 
printing office, and was identified with his 
craft. Few men have had a busier life, or 
one into which more work has been crowd- 
ed. For many years subject to an infirmi- 
ty which made office work often painful, 
he never shirked any of the responsibili- 
ties of bis position, but often insisted, 
against the remonstrance of his employers 
on undertaking work that could only be 
done by giving his own labor at unusual 
hours. In that respect, he always held bis 
personal comfort subordinate to his devo- 
tion to the business in hand. He seemed 
more solicitous to make his service for 
others profitable, than to spare himself, 
and when he became owner of the print- 
ing establishment, almost for the first 
time began to take an occasional rest from 
the exacting duties of the office ; yet never, 
until compelled to keep away by his final 



illness, quite surrendered an immediate 
supervision, as in the former days when, 
as foreman, no detail of the work escaped 
his notice, and his hand was ready at the 
case, at the make-up, or at the press, as 
the exigency might require. 

He seemed to have no ambitions out- 
side of his profession ; yet he had, un- 
doubtedly, the aspiration of the true men 
of his profession to become the owner and 
manager of an influential newspaper, and 
he deservedly reached that position. But, 
unfortunately, his strength was then too 
much broken by the gathering forces of 
the disease that he had fought against so 
stoutly for years, to admit of his doing for 
the papers he managed, what he would 
otherwise have done. He appeared to an- 
ticipate this, and hesitated as to the pur- 
chase of Mr. Willard's half of the paper, 
because he feared his health was gradually 
but surely failing him, and finally made 
the venture rather to establish his sons in 
business than on his own account. With 
the valuable acquaintance with public men 
and public affairs which his long connec- 
tion with a newspaper at the Capital of 
the State gave him, and with the higher 
education as an editor, which an intelligent 
man gets in a printing office better than 
anywhere else, Mr. Wheelock was as well 
titted to be the manager of a leading Ver- 
mont newspaper as ^y person in the 
State ; but the printing department drew 
him quite too much away from the edito- 
rial room for his own reputation as a 
writer and editor. While Mr. Willard was 
editor of the Freeman, Mr. Wheelock 
wrote many articles for which others got 
undeserved credit, some of them having 
been copied as widely and with as much 
appreciation as anything ever written for 
Ihe Freeman. His style as a writer was 
clear, graceful in turn of expression, and 
forcible and pointed enough to leave no 
doubt of his meaning, a compliment that 
cannot always be paid to editorials in 
either country or city newspapers. He 
had, moreover, what hb readers will call 
to mind, a vein of wit and humor in idea 
and expression, which made some of his 
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descripdve articles highly enjoyable, and 
established for him a reputation among his 
contemporaries as one who had few equals 
and no superiors in that really difficult, 
yet very popular kind of newspaper writ- 
ing. If he had devoted himself, as he was 
often advised, more to editing his paper 
and less to printing it, he would have 
achieved a reputation second to that of 
no editor in the State, and would very 
likely have prolonged a life in a large de- 
gree useful to his friends and to the public. 

Mr. Wheelock's residence, for most of 
the lime he was connected with the Free- 
man, was just on the south side of the 
Winooski river in Berlin. He was for a 
long time clerk and treasurer of that town, 
and represented it two years in the legis- 
lature. He was one of the most trusted 
advisers of the authorities of the town, was 
ever solicitous for its interests, and, ap- 
parently without effort to become so« was 
influential in all town matters. In the 
politics of the town and of the county his 
judgment and advice were always prudent 
and wise, and were listened to and followed 
as often and as far as those of any other 
man. A robust common sense « a quick 
understanding of men, a plain and direct 
method of dealing with men and meas- 
ures, a faithfulness and integrity in his 
associations which made others believe in 
him and trust him, were the elements of 
character which gave him strength with 
his fellows, and won for him the good 
name which he enjoyed and merited, but 
he was almost bashful in his modesty, and 
was best known for the really strong man 
he was by his intimates and those who 
sought his advice. ♦ ♦ ♦ The strug- 
gle and the pain, as well as the joy 
and hope, of life for him are over, while 
yet he was scarcely past the prime of his 
years ; but he performed each day the duty 
the day brought with it ; and what better 
epitaph can the longest life win for its 
close ? 

Mr. Wheelock married Laura E. Phil- 
lips, who survives him, and he leaves two 
sons and a daughter trained to his own 
calling. ♦ * * 



HON. CHARLES W. WILLARD. 

BT II. A.. BUSS. 

(From the Qrttn Mountain Fr ttmmn of Wedii«MUy, 

Jane 9, 1880.] 

Mr. Willard died Monday night, at twen- 
ty-five minutes after twelve. Sunday he 
was about his room, as he has never fiuled 
of being for years, though bis hold on life 
has been so slender, but began ^ing, 
and from that time sank rapidly. His 
mind had all its native clearness till within 
three or four hours before his death, when 
he became unconscious. 

Charles Wesley Willard was the son of 
Josiah Willard and Abigail (Carpenter) 
Willard, and was bom in Lyndon, June i8, 
1827. He graduatedat Dartmouth college 
in 1 85 1, and soon after leaving college, 
came to Montpelier, where he studied law 
in the office of Peck & Colby, and was ad- 
mitted to the Washington County Bar in 
1853. He became a partner of Ferrand F. 
Merrill for a time after his admission. 

In 1855, '56, he was secretary of state, 
and alfter that declined a re-election. In 
i860, ^61, he was a member of the senate 
for this county. In the latter year, he 
became editor and proprietor of the Free^ 
man, and so remained until 1873. About 
1865, he for a time was in Milwaukee, 
Wis., in the editorial chair of the Sentinel. 
And during his later years his pen has not 
been idle, as some of the leading journals 
of the country could say. The columns of 
this paper have also been favored now and 
then by good doctrine and wise words 
over his well-known initials. 

In 1868, Mr. Willard was elected to 
congre.ss, and represented this district 
from Mar. 4, 1869, to Mar. 4, 1875. He was 
laborious in legislation, as in all things, 
and his congressional work told on his 
constitution, and since his retirement he 
has been in very delicate health. Visits 
to Colorado and elsewhere failed to re- 
establish his health. But he was not a 
man to give up or rust out, and last year 
he accepted an appointment as one of the 
commissioners to revise the statutes. Col. 
Veazey, the other commissioner, having 
gone upon the bench, the burden of the 
work fell upon Mr. Willard. He took it, 
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and the work was done and well done — 
the copy all prepared, and about three- 
fourths of it put to press under his super- 
vision — before he was taken away. He 
liked to work ; like any good workman he 
knew he could do good work, and we re- 
joice to know that the activities of the 
past year cheered his last days with the 
thought and knowledge that he was yet 
doing a man^s work among men. 

Of Mr. Willard's home life here in 
Montpelier, among his neighbors and 
friends, we need not speak. He was known 
of his townsmen, and many more had per- 
sonal knowledge of his straightforward kind- 
ness than the casual observer of his re- 
served ways would ever suspect. He was 
a member of the Bethany Congregational 
church. In 1855, ^^ married Miss Emily 
Doane, daughter of Hezekiah H. Reed. 
Mrs. Willard has left with her four chil- 
dren : Miss Mary, Ashton R. (who grad- 
uated at Dartmouth last year), Eliza May, 
and Charles Wesley. Mr. Willard leaves 
a brother, A. J. Willard, of St. Johns- 
bury, and a sister, Mrs. Hannah Flint, of 
Concord, N. H., surviving him. 

To say the things that should be said of 
Mr. Willard, we are not able. To say the 
truth, and not to say that which to those 
who did not know him might seem to 
come from affection instead of judgment, 
from the heart and not from the head, is 
a hard task. But the people of Vermont, 
and especially those who for so many years 
knew through the columns of this paper 
Mr. WiUard's every day thoughts, will 
make no mistake in this matter. They 
will know that when it is said he was the 
*» first citizen of the State," the words are 
words of truth and soberness, and not 

« 

those of over-zealous friendship. 

He had their well-deserved esteem, con- 
fidence, and indeed affection. The quali- 
ties that gave these to him were not those 
of the *• magnetic" order. He captivated 
by no studied arts, by no assumed effu- 
siveness of manner, but rather in spite of 
the total lack of those too common attri- 
butes. He was refined, scholarly; in 
manner as in mind, he was the gentleman. 

Mr. Willard had this good judgment of 



his fellow-citizens, and with it their affec- 
tion, as any one may find who will go 
among the people of the State in the vil- 
lages and on the farms, because of the 
honesty of his purpose and of his act, be- 
cause of his fearlessness in maintaining 
what he thought was right and because of 
the strength which was in his fearless blow. 
A private citizen in after years, and hold- 
ing to life by the lightest thread, he was 
looked to for counsel by those in the full 
strength of manhood, and honored by a 
following of his thought which fails to come 
to most of those in high places. His later 
life taught well the lesson that **the post 
of honor is the private station." 

To give even the briefest history of Mr. 
Willard's work would require much time 
and labor. To give even what he did 
while in congress the merest mention 
would require time and space and study 
that are not at command. • He was a care- 
ful legislator, and one whose counsel bore 
fruit in the halls of legislation when given. 

When he spoke, he spoke for effect on 
legislation, and that, at times, he was 
overborne was because he stood up against 
friend and foe when he thought what they 
wanted was wrong. Had he always thought 
with his party, had he always consented 
to costly schemes which fellow-members 
urged, instead of always standing for 
what he believed was right, and trying to 
head off unnecessary appropriations, he 
might have been more popular in con- 
gress — he could not have been more useful. 
But he did as he did, and he did well. 
For it is better to have lived as he lived, 
to leave as he left a good name, that will 
for many a year be held as the synonym of 
that which is pure, right and devoid of 
fear or shadow of (urning — a name that 
represents an ideal manhood — than to have 
had continuance in or accession of public 
station. His life was an honor to his 
State and a good to those who knew him. 

MAHLON COTTRILL, 

in every sense of the word a Vermonter, 
was born in Bridport in 1797, his life 
thus dating back almost to the birth of the 
State. He came to Montpelier in 1826, 
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and went into the employ of Watson Jones, 
who was then running a line of stages be- 
tween Montpelier and Burlington. At that 
time the line between Montpelier and 
Royalton was opened by Ira Day, of 
Barre, and Samuel Blodgett, of Royalton. 
Day and Cottrill soon bought out Jones, 
and together established what became the 
great central stage route through the 
State, and the main thoroughfare for travel 
between Montreal and Boston, and con- 
tinued such until the advent of railroads 
in this part of the State. He was an ex- 
tensive mail contractor, £tivorably known 
at the Post-office Department at Washing- 
ton. While engaged in the stage busi- 
ness, he purchased the Pavilion hotel at 
Montpelier, which he kept until 1856, 
when he sold it to Col. Boutwell. Mr. 
Cottrill then purchased the residence next 
east of the Pavilion, which he owned at 
the time of his. decease, and where he re- 
sided until 1861, when he, in company 
with other gentlemen, contracted to carry 
the United States mail from Kansas City 
to Santa Fe. He wa.s at Kansas City, 
Mo., in the active superintendence of this 
line of stages, when he was attacked by a 
remittant fever, which terminated fatally, 
Oct. 1864. 

He married in 1822, Catherine Couch of 
Bath, N. H., a lady possessing in a remark- 
able degree the administrative ability which 
made her celebrated as a hostess, to which 
she added a frankness and heartiness of 
manner, which seemed to have no dis- 
guises, to despise pretence, and to be open 
as the day. She died at Montpelier in 
1861. 

Mr. Cottrill was a successful man, and a 
person of superior common sense. What- 
ever he did, he did well, and had not much 
patience with one whose work was not done 
thoroughly and on time, and yet, never 
hurrying, never appearing anxious or ex- 
cited — a reticent, self-reliant man. 

As host of the Pavilion he was best 
known, both in and out of the State, far 
and wide, as the prince of landlords, and 
whose hotel was the traveler's as well as 
the sojourner\s home. He seemed like a 
gentleman of the olden time, stately, yet 



not even cold in aspect, of unruffled tern' 
per and wonderful^ self-possession. He 
made for the Pavilion a most excellent 
character, and he got for himself, by his 
connection with it, a respect wider than 
the State, and eminently deserved. 

In Montpelier he was much esteemed. 
Almost the whole of his active life was 
passed here, and he was identified with all 
the interests which have aided to make the 
town what it is. His means, which his 
business sagacity and ability enabled him 
to accumulate, were spent liberally. He 
gave generously, but without ostentation, 
to every deserving charity, and to all ben- 
evolent and religious institutions ; and be 
was a ready helper of all public improve- 

mentS. ^Wmtckmmm ObUmmr^, 

Jed. p. C. Cottrill, son of Mahlon 
CdKrill, bom in Montpelier, graduated at 
Burlington College in 1857. He now 
lives in Milwaukee; his profession, the 
law. Of him the Milwaukee News says, 
**he confessedly stands among the fore- 
most at the bar of Milwaukee County.*' 
And he was **at the 13th annual communi- 
cation of the Grand Lodge of Free Masons 
of Wisconsin, June 9, 1874, elected Grand 
Master." The productions from his pen, 
in the reports of the committee on foreign 
correspondence of the Grand Chapter of 
Wisconsin, are among the ablest and best 
in American Masonic literature. 

The other children of Mr. Cottrill are 
William, a famous hotel-keeper in the 
west ; George, a lawyer in New York city ; 
Lyman and Charles. 

COL. LEVI BOUTWELL 

was bom in Barre, Feb. 5, 1802. He was 
early in life thrown upon his own resources^ 
and thus acquired self-reliance, energy 
and perseverance. Having learned the 
spinner's trade, he followed it in Hartland 
and afterwards in Strafford. Then going 
to Thetford, he bought an interest in a 
carding and cloth-dressing establishment, 
the buildings of which were swept away by 
a great freshet in 1828, leaving him penni- 
less. From 1830 to 1837, he was engaged 
in mercantile pursuits in West Fairlee. 
Meeting with poor success he tried hotel 
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keeping, first in Lebanon, N. H., later in 
Chelsea, where he remained 5 years. He 
came to Montpelier in 1846, and leased 
the Union House, which stood on ground 
now occupied by the Church of the Mes- 
siah. Ten years later he became proprie- 
tor of the Pavilion, and for about 12 years 
served as its landlord. Then he rented it 
to others ; but it remained in his posses- 
sion till his death, March 27, 1874. 

His first wife was Miss Jerusha Peabody 
of Reading, by whom he had three children, 
two of whom are now living, — Harry Syl- 
vester, and Elizabeth Jane, the wife of 
Hon. T. R. Merrill. His second wife, 
married a short time before he came to 
Montpelier, was Miss Eliza Burbank, a 
sister of the late Silas Burbank of this 
place. She is yet living. 

For nearly a generation Col. Boutwell 
was actively and prominently identified 
with the interests of Montpelier. His po- 
sition as landlord of the leading hotel 
brought him into contact with large num- 
bers of influential men ; and his physical 
and mental characteristics were so striking 
that those who met him once were not 
likely to forget him. For almost half a 
century he was connected with the Mason- 
ic Order, and he held many positions of 
honor in that fraternity. From his youth 
he w^ an outspoken Universalist, although 
not trained in that faith ; and after having 
for many years assisted in the maintenance 
of churches noty>f his choice, he rejoiced 
in the opportunity of joining with others 
in organizing the Church of the Messiah, 
in Montpelier, of which he continued to 
be, during the rest of his life, one of its 
most enthusiastic and generous supporters. 
Goddard Seminary, in Barre, was largely 
indebted to his munificence. The Ver- 
mont Conference Seminary in Montpelier 
came in for a share of his benefactions. 
His hopefulness and energy, and resolu- 
tion, did much to make the Wells River 
Railroad an assured £tict. He was a man 
of remarkable force, both mental and phys- 
ical ; he belonged to the class of inspiring 
men, men who communicate their own 
strength to others; he was a man ** born 
to command," a bid recognized in his elec- 



tion to the colonelcy of a regiment of mili- 
tia. In him we saw that paradox in hu- 
manity, a young old man, whose three 
score and twelve years strove in vain to 
quench the fire of his youth ; for, though 
for a year he had been somewhat enfee- 
bled, still he kept about his business till 
within some two weeks of his death, and 
did not take his bed till his last day. 

He was a man in whom there was no 
lukewarmness ; he was always either cold 
or hot, — a hearty hater and an ardent lov- 
er, a man of impulse, intensity, impetuos- 
ity, a man of head-long self-forgetting 
generosity, a quick-responding friend of 
the poor and needy, always vulnerable in 
his sympathies, a hater of cant, and shams, 
knaveries and deceptions, quick-witted 
and keen; often coarse of speech, but 
kind of heart ; as one said of him, •* made 
up rough side out f — a man whose deed 
was frequentiy better than his word. In 
truth his word sometimes repelled men. 
He was often more forcible than polite, 
and no doubtfulness of mind, or fear of 
man ever led him to stop the current of 
his vehement speech till he could substi- 
tute a smooth phrase for the rough one 
that was on his tongue's tip. But those 
who knew him well discerned the man 
through the manner^ and honored the rug- 
ged honesty, the bluflf benevolence, the 
thorough-going truthfulness, the unawed 
independence, and the deep tenderness, 
too, which characterized him. 

GOV. ASAHEL PECK, A. M., LL. D. 

He was descended from Joseph Peck, 
who was in the twenty-first generation 
from John Peck of Bolton, Yorkshire 
county, England. Thus the genealogy 
of the Pecks has been traced as for back 
as, and proJ>ably farther than, that of any 
other Vermont family. Joseph Peck, the 
American ancestor of the subject of our 
notice, came from Hingham, England, to 
Hingham, Mass., in 1638. Asahel, third 
son of Squire Peck and Elizabeth Goddard, 
was bom at Royalston, Mass., in Sept., 
1803, and brought by his parents about 
1 806 to Montpelier, who settled in what is 
known as East Montpelier. Receiving 
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the discipline of a fiarm until he was of 
age, the benefit of the common school, 
and fitting for college at Washington 
County Grammar School, he entered the 
University of Vermont, but in his senior 
term left college for a course of study in 
the French language in Canada. The 
incipient eminent judge and governor en- 
tered then upon the study of the law with 
his oldest brother, Nahum Peck, of Hines- 
burgh. Asahel Peck^s name as attorney, 
at Hinesburgh, appears in Walton^s Reg- 
ister for 1833, when he was thirty years of 
age. In that year he removed to Burling- 
ton, where all hb professional life was 
spent. Doubtless his progress at the bar 
was slow, as he was not a man to push his 
way, but to honestly win it by merit. In- 
deed, a characteristic of him is that he was 
slow in everything, but in the end he was 
almost always sure to be right, and that he 
regarded as the only point worth gaining. 
He was a thorough and patient student, 
and a conscientious lawyer and judge. 
Possessing a tenacious memory, he held 
all that he had secured in years of study, 
and could instantly bring his great store 
# of learning to bear upon any legal question 
presented to him. Touching his abilities 
as a lawyer, we cite an incident that oc- 
curred several years ago : The late Ruftis 
Choate, who will be remembered as one 
of the most eloquent and eminent lawyers 
of Massachusetts, met Mr. Peck as an an- 
tagonist at the trial of an important case, 
and at its conclusion Mr. Choate was so 
astonished to find such a lawyer in Ver- 
mont, that he went to Mr. Peck and urged 
him vehemently to remove to Boston, as- 
suring him that he would win fame and 
fortune. No inducement, however, could 
move Mr. Peck ; having once made up his 
mind, nothing could change it. Burling- 
ton he had selected as the place to practice 
his profession, and Burlington it must and 
should be, and was. Of his reputation as 
a lawyer and judge, an eminent member 
of the bar declares that no man in New 
England since Judge Story has equalled 
Judge Peck in his knowledge of the com- 
mon law of England and the law of equity. 
As Governor, we can bear testimony that 



he was one of the very best that Vermont 
has ever had — thoroughly independent, 
prudent in every act, and carefully in- 
specting the minutest detail of everything 
presented for his official approval. Mr. 
Peck was a judge of the Circuit Court 
from 1851 until it ceased in Dec., 1857, 
and of the Supreme Court from i860 until 
1874, when, it being understood that he 
had retired from the bench to a £uin in 
Jericho, to renew the employments of his 
youth, he was elected Governor for the 
term 1874-1876. He was never married. 
Since leaving the executive chair, he has 
been often employed as counsd in impor- 
tant cases; and doubUess, had his life 
been spared, would for some years more 
have shown himself as a grand master of 
the law. In speaking of the probable ac- 
tion of the Republican state convention of 
1874, at which Judge Peck was nominated 
for Governor, the Watchman spoke of 
him in the following terms, which his 
course while in the gubernatorial chair 
fully vindicates: **The State would be 
honored by his selection for it. So long 
as Vermont designates such men as he is 
for its highest offices, it is not liable to 
the old Tory reproach against Republican 
government, which condemned republics 
* not because the people elected their offi- 
cers, but because they elected unworthy 
and ignoble men to office.' He would be 
a worthy successor in the executive chair 
of Moses Robinson, Galusha, Palmer, 
Tichenor, Skinner, Williams, Van Ness, 
Royce and Hall, who were his predecss- 
eors on the bench. His name will evi- 
dentiy harmonize the diverse interests of 
the Republican party, and will reconcile 
all differences. It is not merely unobjec- 
tionable. It is in every respect honorable 
and fit to be made. His nomination 
would be followed by a triumphant elec- 
tion." 

Gov. Peck was a citizen of Montpelier 

1855 to 1875, ^^^ fro"^ ^^21^ ^^"^^ resided 
on his farm in Jericho, where he died May 
18, 1879. E. P. w. 

[Inserted by request.] 

Hon. E. P. Walton: Dear Sir — I 
thank you for the interest you are taking 
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for the memdry of my late brother, Gov. 
Peck. And withal you will recollect that 
he had A. M. added or prefixed to his 
name by the University of Vermont, and 
LL. D. by Middlebury College, and which 
is written on his I700 granite monument 
at Hinesburgh, and whose attachment to 
the people of Montpelier was never abated 
or withdrawn. Yours Truly, 

Nahum Peck. 

carlos bancroft. 

[From the obltnarlefl In the Argta and the Watehtnan 
at Uie time of bit death.] 

Mr. Bancroft, who contributed much to 
make the town of Montpelier everywhere 
honored and honorable in business and fi- 
nancial circles, was born in Plainfield, this 
county, Mar. 20, 1809. At three years of 
age he lost both of his parents, and was 
brought up by Arthur Daggett of East 
Montpelier. He went to Massachusetts at 
16 years and learned the stone-cutter's 
trade ; worked in the Navy Yard at Charles- 
town ; went to Norfolk, Va. Navy Yard and 
worked for a time, and returned to Mont- 
pelier. He engaged with his brother, 
Watrous, on the stone work of the second 
state house, afterward burned. Much of 
that exceptionally fine work, which was 
so much admired, was wrought by his 
hand. After this, he formed a part- 
nership with Geo. P. Ricker, and after 
the death of Mr. Ricker with E. C. 
Holmes, terminating after 25 years by the 
death of Mr. Holmes in 1870. The firm 
has since been C Bancroft 6r* Son — 
Arthur D., the oldest son, being the part- 
ner. In 1839, Mr. Bancroft married a 
daughter of Col. Cyrus Johnson of Ber- 
lin, who was the mother of his children, 
and died Sept. 15, 1856. Feb. 3, 1858, 
he married Margaret Wallace, widow of 
John McLean, Esq., of Cabot, and sister of 
Dr. M. P. Wallace, who survives him. Of 
his 6 children but one survived, Frederick 
W. ; of the others, but two reached the 
age of maturity, his daughter Jennie, who 
married a Mr. Scott and died about two 
years after her marriage, and his oldest 
son, Arthur D. 

From his youth up, Carlos Bancroft was 
one of the leaders of the Democratic party 
here. Besides repeatedly filling various 
town offices, selectman, &c., he had, for 
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many years, been an acting director and 
vice-president of the Farmers' Insurance 
Co., and a director of the Montpelier Na- 
tional Bank ; both were benefited largely by 
his prudent counsel and sound judgment. 
Though entirely successful in business, he 
never accumulated a dollar but by honora- 
ble dealing. His word was never called in 
question, and his opinion in matters of bus- 
iness generally put an end to all contro- 
versy. He was one. of the building com- 
mittee of Christ Church, where he attended 
worship. In one word, as a citizen, neigh- 
bor, and friend, he was a man of large 
worth. 

He died of the insidious, slow old-fash- 
ioned consumption ; so insidious that none 
suspected the familiar face of one so uni- 
versally known and respected would be so 
soon removed from our thoroughfares and 
business places. Monday evening, he re- 
tired apparently in his usual health, for 
the last few months not his former robust 
health, a state of increasing feebleness, but 
which did not debar him from attention to 
his business. Early the next morning, he 
had a coughing fit in which he ruptured a 
blood-vessel ; hemorrhage ensued and be- 
fore the physician could be summoned be 
was dead. Age 67, Oct. 24, 1876. 

Arthur Daggett Bancroft, son of 
Carlos, who had all the traits of his £ither, 
inherited consumption and died at 37. He 
was one of the selectmen of the town, much 
esteemed by his townsmen in life, and left 
a very handsome estate. He nuuried Ju- 
liette, daughter of Algernon S. Camp, form- 
erly of Montpelier, now of Chicago. They 
had children, who with his widow reside 
at Montpelier. 

watrous family in montpelier. 

Some sixty years ago Erastus Watrous, 
the hatter, lived on Main street, a very 
intelligent man, who worked quietly 
away at his trade many years, died Dec. 
16, 1828, aged 54, and was buried in Elm 
street cemetery. 

Mrs. Erastus Watrous was a lady of 
much natural talent, and handsome per- 
sonal appearance. At the visit of Gen. La- 
fiyette to Montpelier, in 1825, she was 
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•elected and made the welcome address to ' 
the French general in behalf of the ladies 
of MoDtpelier. She died July 4, 1831, 
aged 40. 

Charles Watrous, a sod of the hat- ; 
ter, bom in Montpelier, graduated at . 
Middlebury in the class of 1817. He read 
theology in Montpelier for a year after. | 
and then learned the printer's trade of . 
Walton ; but soon after went South, where 
he taught for a short -time, and then relin- 
qnishing teaching, worked at hb trade for 
short intervals in different States. He at 
length became deranged, or partially so. 1 
While insane, he wrote and published in 
Troy, N. Y., a book on the craft and dan- 
gers of masonry. — For title of his work 
see Montpelier bibliography by Gilman. 
page — . Soon after the issue of his book, 
he returned to Montpelier, where he stayed 
only a few months, and went to Concord. 
N. H., where he died, about 1835, by hb 
own hand. 

Erastus B., son of Erastus, Sen., a stir- 
ring character, went to New Mexico and 
became immensely rich. He b supposed to 
be still living. 

Sophia Watrous. daughter of the hat- 
ter, was bom in Montpelier, and resided , 
here till her marriage with Mr. Bemis, ' 
when she removed to Northfield, where 
she resided the last twenty years or more 
of her life. She embraced the Spiritualist 
belief some years before her death. She 
and her husband have both been deceased 
tome years, now, and are buried at North- 
field. Before her marriage, while she re- 
sided at Montpelier, she published a small 
volume of her poems, which had the honor 
at least of being the first volume of poems 
written and published in the county. From 
Mis. Sophia Watrou-t IJemis' little book, 
"The Gift," and the prelliest lines, we 
think, she ever wrote, a mortuary poem : 
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The imbecile was her brother. We are 
told the fomily were all odd or singular in 
their ways ; yet streaked with talent. 

They are all gone and have left no de- 
scendants but Erastus B. so. 

HON. GEORGE WORTHINGTON, 

a native of Connecticut, came to Mont- 
pelier at an early day. married the youngest 
daughter of Col. Jacol>Da\'b,andengaged 
in the hatting business with Erastus 
Watrous. He became a prominent man ; 
was high sheriff in 1814, representative, 
1819, councillor, 1827 to 1831, and judge 
of probate, 1840. Retiring from the hat- 
ting business to agriculture, on the baia 
now largely occupied by State, High and 
Middlesex streets, and residing in the 
present dwelling of Charles A. Reed, he 
was largely employed in ihe settlement of 
estates. He was a deacon of the First 
Congregational [liethany} church from 
Feb. 7, 1812, for about half a century, 
when he removed to Irasbur^, where he 
died, and also hb two sons, JohnandHon. 
George, Jr., who was representative and 
senator from Orleans County. 

REV. ELISHA BROWN, 

formerly a member of the New Hampshire 
Conference, was bom in Gloucester, R. I., 
May 14, 1802, anddiedin Montpelier, Feb. 
11, 1881, in his 79th year. When about 
ten years old. his &ther moved to Sutton, 
Vt., where he lived until he was about 
thirty years of age. Early converted, in 
default of any Methodist society in his im- 
mediate community, he was for a season a 
member of the Freewill Baptist com- 
munion. His religious views, however, 
being Methodistic. of the most pronounced 
type, he subsequently connected himself 
with the Methodist church, and after spend- 
ing several years in teaching, entered the 
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itinerant ministry of that denomination, 
joining the New Hampshire Conference at 
a time when it included all the territory of 
Vermont east of the Green Mountains. 

During the earlier period of his ministry 
he preached at Greensboro, Troy, West- 
field, Walden, Cabot and East St. Johns- 
bury, touching, meantime, the top and 
bottom of the toils and trials, joys and 
triumphs, of the itinerancy in very difficult 
fields at that early day. About forty years 
ago he moved, with his £timily, to New- 
bury, to give his children the benefit of 
the old Newbury Seminary. During his 
residence of fifteen years, or more, at that 
place, he supplied several churches in the 
vicinity of Newbury, also devoting much 
time to teaching. In the year 1855 he re- 
moved to Montpelier, and for several years 
supplied churches at East Montpelier, 
Wright's Mills and Berlin. He was the 
•* stated supply" of the latter charge, in- 
deed, for nine consecutive years, during 
much of that time occupying, with his ven- 
erable mother, the old parsonage, and per- 
forming most acceptably all the duties of 
the pastorate. During the past ten or 
twelve years he has spent many months, 
from time to time, in the family of his son- 
in-law, the writer, and will be well re- 
membered at Monson, Brookfield, Danvers, 
and especially at Milford — supplying with 
great acceptance, during the writer's pas- 
torate at the latter place, the adjacent 
Mendon charge for the space of one year. 
For the last four or five years of his life, 
*• in age and feebleness extreme," he 
*• halted feebly to the tomb," tenderly cher- 
ished and cafed for in the home of his son, 
Col A. C. Brown, Montpelier. 

Of the life, gifts and activities of Father 
Brown, much might be said. He was 
an instructive, sensible, and sympathetic 
preacher, and a most successful pastor. 
Very tall, and large and massive physically, 
his personal appearance, with his flowing, 
patriarchal beard, was very impressive. 
Exemplary in all his walk and character, 
and always ready for every good work in 
the interest of religion and humanity, being 
particularly ardent and active on temper- 
ance lines, he commanded the universal 



and affectionate esteem of all classes of 
citizens in the several communities where 
he labored. No teacher, or preacher, per- 
haps, was ever more fondly regarded or 
tenderly remembered. Hence his ser- 
vices to preside at weddings and on funeral 
occasions were in constant requisition. 
The aged were wont to seek his companion- 
ship, while the young and those in middle 
life looked to him for counsel ; and even 
little children always had a glad word and 
a pleasant smile for Father Brown, cheer- 
ing his last days by gifts of flowers, not 
more fresh and fragrant than the innocence 
and love of their sweet young lives that 
prompted these gifts. He warmly appre- 
ciated and very gratefully remembered all 
the kind and thoughtful attentions of 
neighbors and friends during his declining 
years. 

Though his life of nearly fourscore years 
brought to him his full share of burden- 
bearing, and responsibility, and physical 
suffering, and sorrow, he never wavered 
in his convictions, or shrank from any post 
of duty when clearly presented to him. 
Not only so, but endowed by nature with 
a fine vein of humor, his strong religious 
trust conspired with his very genial tem- 
perament to enable him, in the midst of 
all his troubles and sorrows, to maintain 
an untroubled serAity and cheerfiilness. 
He was one of the sunniest and most 
kindly of men. Father B. was a great 
Bible reader, having, in the course of his 
life, read the Sacred Volume through scores 
of times. His fisivorite text, and one which 
in his later days he has been often heard, 
and with great fervor, to repeat, was : •• I 
have been young, and now am old, yet 
have I never seen the righteous forsaken, 
nor his seed begging bread." — Ps, 37 125 . 

Over a quarter of a century ago Mr. 
Brown buried the companion of his youth. 
Three out of five children survive him. In 
the weakness of his last days he was con- 
stantly *' waiting and watching" for the 
moment that should announce his happy 
release. Very quietly at last, as if he had 
laid him down to sleep, he entered into 
his final rest. Rev. N. Fellows, his pastor, 
on the occasion of his funeral, which was 
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very largely attended, gave a very oompre- 
henshre, appropriate and nnpresshre review 
of Mr. Brown^ life and character, eamesdy 
recommending to die church of which he 
was a member, and to all who knew him, 
to ioDow the example of his consecrated 
life. R. H. H. 

Mr. Brown was a member of the Blasonic 
fraternity, and had taken the several de- 
grees op to and including die Knights 
Templar. He was a member of Aurora 
Lodge, No. 22, from the records of which 
we take die following : 

A 



BRO. ELISHA BROWN. 

Bom in dooccster, R. I., May 14, iSm, 

Died at MootpeKer, Vl, Fthrauj ttth, 1881: 

A^ed 78 jean and 9 moDtbi. 



Took his decrees in Aurora Lodge, No. aa, 
as follows: 

Initiated Feb. 8th, 1869. 

Passed Feb. 15th, 1869. 

Raised Feb. sad, 1869. 



Chaplain of Aurora Lo^lge, No. 22, 
Fnun December 13, i^6g^ to AprO 15, 187&. 



f« 



SnnunoQed frocn hbor to refreshment" 



MAJ. A. L. CARLTON. 

Alfred Lathrop Carlton was born in 
Morristown, Lamoille County, in 1829. 
His £(ither, Benjamin Franklin, and mother, 
Betsey Lathrop, a cousin of Daniel Web- 
ster, were married in Waterbur\' in 1826. 
Mr. Carlton was the eldest of four sons, 
of whom but one survives. His mother is 
still living, being 84 years of age. He ob- 
tained an excellent education, and was for 
some years a teacher. In 1854, he married 
Margaret, eldest daughter of Hon. Clark 
Fisk, of Eden, and removed to Montpelier, 
where he engaged in mercantile pursuits, 
which he steadily and successfully followed 
until the day of his death, with the ex- 
ception of a few years' absence in obeying 
the call of his country. 

In the .summer of 1862, Mr. Carlton en- 
li.sted in the Eleventh Regiment, in camp 
at Hrattleboro, and was soon commissioned 
by Gov. Holbrook as quartermaster of the 
regiment. This regiment, it will be re- 
membered, was for some time employed 
in the defenses of Washington. While 



thus engaged, Lieut. Carlton was promoted 
to the responsible position of commissary 
of sobsistence, with the rank ol captain. 
Exceedingly capable and fiuthful a.« an 
oflicer, his field of duty was rapidly en- 
laigcd, ontfl the immense work of famish- 
ing supplies and cattle to the Army of the 
Potomac fell upon his shoulders. 

In a single trip to Western Pennsjdvania, 
iar the purdiase of cattle, he took out half 
a million of dcdlars, and drew on govern- 
ment for another half million. To dis- 
charge promptly and efficiently the duties 
of his position, he recpiired die assistance 
of from one hundred to two hundred fiuth- 
ful men, and often a detailed escort <»f as 
many more in taking herds to the fixmt, 
and yet, so well organired was his depart- 
ment, so systematically conducted, and so 
well kept constantly in hand, that he 
might defy even the exigencies of war to 
find his account in an unsettied or unsat- 
is£u:tory condition. Indeed, so enviable 
was his reputation as an officer, that when 
Senator Collamer, through whose kindness 
he received hb promotion, inquired at the 
headquarters in Washington after the 
standing of his appointee, the reply was, 
** He is a model officer. His capacity, 
integrity, efficiency and invariable habit of 
closing up his affairs ever)* day, are worthy 
of all praise.'^ Mr. Carlton was also de- 
tailed for similar service in New York 
city, and at some southern points, being 
retained in service nearly, a year after the 
general mustering out took place. Many 
were the bribes he refused during these 
years, saying, ** I rather go home with a 
clear conscience." He was twice very 
dangerously ill ; once with his regiment, 
and again at Aquia Creek. As an attesta- 
tion of his honorable record as an officer, 
he \^'as made Major by brevet before leav- 
ing the senice, and that without any 
agency or knowledge on his part. 

Like hundreds of thousands of his asso- 
ciates, Mr. Carlton returned from the field 
of strife to assume the avocations and re- 
sponsibilities of a good citizen. Soon 
after his return, he made a public pro- 
fession of his faith in Christ, which he had 
long cherished, and united with Bethany 
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church. From that time he was an active 
and influential member, holding various 
positions of honor and trust in both the 
church and society, and particularly in the 
Sabbath-school. He was a man of deep 
convictions and strong prejudices, and he 
would far sooner endure a sharp contro- 
versy than yield a point which he believed 
to be right. His natural frankness and 
freedom of speech was augmented by an 
instructive and overwhelming detestation 
of hypocrisy and duplicity. He was an 
earnest worker in temperance and all moral 
reforms. The same qualities which con- 
stituted his superiority as an officer in the 
army, marked his discharge of the various 
official trusts committed to him both in the 
church and community. Capacity, in- 
tegrity, system and promptness in under- 
taking and completing a given duty, were 
his prominent traits. He was a strong 
power for good in the community in which 
he lived. He died in Montpelier, May 29, 
1874. 

ROBERT HARVEY WHITTIER 

was the son of John Whittier and Sally 
Edgerton, of Cabot, was born in that 
town June 16, 1822, and died at Montpe- 
lier Feb. 13, 1879. At the age of 21 years 
he came to Montpelier, under the friendly 
agency of the late Schuyler Phelps, Esq., 
of Berlin, and entered the service of the 
late William S. Smith, who for many years 
conducted a meat market in this village. 
After spending three or four years in this 
position, he went for a brief period to Bos- 
ton, and then returned to Vermont and 
opened a meat market in St. Johnsbury. 
After the expiration of about a year, and 
upon the death of Mr. Phelps, the friend 
and patron of his youth, Mr. Whittier was 
married to his daughter. Susan C, and re- 
moved to the Phelps homestead, in Berlin, 
where he remained for seven or eight years. 
In 1858, he came to Montpelier and bought 
out the old and popular meat market of 
the late William B. Hubbard, •• on the 
corner,^^ which business he successfully 
and honorably conducted until the day of 
his death. The character of his business 
was such as to bring him a very extended 



acquaintance, and his proverbially genial 
nature and buoyant spirits made friends 
of all who knew him — insomuch that the 
business men of the town are few who 
were so extensively known or whose death 
would be so seriously felt. In the death 
of Mr. Whittier the community has lost a 
public spirited citizen, whose shoulders 
were always ready for his share of the bur- 
dens ; the poor a generous friend, the ex- 
tent of whose quiet charities will never be 
revealed in time ; the church of his choice 
a habitual attendant, and appreciative lis- 
tener and a ready and cheerful supporter ; 
his family the kindest of husbands and 
fathers. Mr. Whittier leaves a widow and 
son, who share the heartiest sympathy of 
the entire community. The funeral was 
observed on Saturday, Rev. Mr. Hincks, 
of Bethany church, officiating. A large 
concourse of people were in attendance, as 
were the Masonic fraternity in a body. 

— Watehman. 
THE DODGE FAMILY. 

In 181 1 two brothers, Jared and Thomas 
Dodge, who were born in New Hamp- 
shire, came from Barre to this town. 
Jared, the eldest of the two, early be- 
came a member of the Congregational 
church, and was a devoted member until 
his death. He married Naomi Olcutt, of 
Keene, N. H., and reared a family of 6 
sons and 3 daughters, another daughter 
dying in infancy. Mary, the eldest, mar- 
ried for her first husband a Mr. Wallace, 
and for her second, William Storrs, for 
many years a merchant in town, who died 
in March, 1870. She was a Spartan 
mother, for she gave her two only sons to 
the late war, who were both sacrificed upon 
the altar of their country. (See the town 
military record.) Of the other daughters, 
Angelina and Abigail died when in their 
teens. Almira married, and is yet living. 
Of the sons, Theodore A., the eldest, was 
a very eccentric man. When the rebellion 
broke out, he offered his services to his 
country, but for age and disability was re- 
jected. We give an extract from one of 
his poetic effusions, to the tune, ** Scots 
wha hae wi' Wallace bled" : 
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THK TERMOMT VOLUMTEKR. 

Wbo ftyr Treedoin*» oune aiid Isw, 
Freedom's iword of J vtUee draw. 
For the hope that saffet nw, 
** Let him IbUow me.** 

By the blood oor Aithera shed, 
Beeklnft In a fory bed. 
By the jcreat Immortal dead. 
On to Tletoryl 

Be thia Freedom's call to earth. 
Mindless oTwhate'er their birth. 
Let all people shoot It forth. 
Boose the world to arms! 

Here hath Freedom's son aroee. 
On the hearth-stone 'mid Its fbes, 
Flashhig brlfrtit on eeaseless Mows, 
Confllet and alarms. 

Blades are crossed and red with gore. 
Let OS rise as those of yore. 
From the moontain and the shore. 
And relljiht their brands. 

Heroes sleeping 'neath the sod, 
Shall time waken onto God, 
When nis only His the rod. 
Then shall right abide. 

He died in 1879, ^^ ^5* Eleazerwent 
to California at an early day, where he yet 
resides. Gilman B. has been for many 
years janitor of Bethany church. 

Richard S. is the veteran of two wars. 
(See town military record of Mexican War 
and Rebellion.) At the battle of Chepul- 
tepec, Mexico, he was complimented by 
his officers for bravery in the storming of 
the fort. He was the first man to scale 
the walls, and when handing down the 
enemy's flag, received a bayonet wound in 
the face, which scar he carries to this day, 
as he does also several others received in 
action. When a boy he was dubbed with 
the title of ** Shack,'' which he is familiarly 
known by to this day. To give all of the 
narrow escapes which he has passed through 
would fill a volume . He was never ' • dared " 
but what he made the *• attempt," regard- 
less of the result. The other two, Wm. 
and Joel, also reside in town. Jared died 
Mar. I, 1859, in his 82d year, and his wife 
in Aug. 1877, in her 92d year. 

Thomas married twice ; had 4 children 
by his first marriage — i son and 3 daugh- 
ters, — Job Dodge, the son, died a year 
since, in Illinois, leaving a large estate ; — 
his second wife was Abby S. (Cady) Grant, 
by whom he had two daughters. He was 
for several years a partner with Silas C. 



French, in the boot and shoe 
He died March 31, 1867, aged 78. 
wife is now living, at the age of 79. He is 
credited as being the author of the quota- 
tion of *'A longfndl^ a strong puU^ and a 
puUaitogeikerJ^ We are informed that the 
late U. S. Senator Jacob CoUamer beings 
informed of this, asked him for his pic- 
ture, which upon receiving, had a portrait 
painted from it, and placed it in the Na- 
tional Art Gallery at Washington, D. C. 

GEORGE LANGDON, 

fourth son of Col. James H. Langdon, was 
bom in Montpelier in 181 5, and died there 
Nov. 10, 1870, aged 55 years. Educated 
in the schools of Montpelier, and having 
received a handsome patrimony, he eariy 
in life married Miss Sarah Sumner, oldest 
daughter of Senator William Upham. Mrs. 
Langdon inherited the remarkable graces 
of her mother, and from the moment Mr. 
and Mrs. Langdon established themselves 
in a home, their gracious hospitality at 
once attracted the best society, not only 
of Montpelier but of the State, and from 
other States. Mrs. Langdon bad the ad- 
vantage of experiences in the best society 
'in the national capital, and thus with her 
qualities was admirably fitted to shine so- 
cially. But it was not in polite society 
alone that Mr. Langdon was distinguished. 
He had a genial and generous heart, and 
knew the blessedness of giving to the poor. 
The late Rev. Dr. Lord wrote of him as 
follows : 

There are few of the prominent public 
men of Vermont who will not recall his 
genial presence and his modest and gener- 
ous courtesy and kindness. Placed by 
inherited wealth above the necessity of 
toil, and beyond anxiety, he has made the 
pleasant amenities and courtesies and hos- 
pitalities of life his business. He was as 
kind to the poor as he was hospitable to 
his own class associates. We have known 
him to drive in a cold, stormy day in win- 
ter, six miles, to carry to a desolate and 
aged widow, whose situation accidentally 
became known to him, a load of provisions 
suited to her necessities. His heart was 
ever overflowing with neighborly kindness, 
and his hand ever quick to assist in any of 
the troubles of those around him. Few 
men will be more missed from our social 
life. 
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The tidings of his death will carry sor- 
row to many hearts, and few who knew 
him will not give the tribute of a warm 
and honest tear to his memor)^. The 
places that knew him will miss his accus- 
tomed £ace, and will mourn for one of their 
most gentle and welcome visitants, and his 
many friends and associates will never for- 
eet that presence, now made sacred by 
death, Which always brought with it a most 
agreeable and genial atmosphere. 

MRS. JAMES R. LANGDON. 

[A brief of her funeral sermon by Dr. 
Lord, as the sweetest description that 
could be given* from this the sweetest of 
his printed sermons. We regret we have 
not space for the beautiful discourse en- 
tire. — Ed.] 

•• She hath done what she cotdd,^^ — Mark 
14 : 3. It is a beautiful tribute to an af- 
fectionate woman. It was the simple ac- 
ceptance by the Son of God of a humble 
and fragrant nature which had bloomed out 
in hearty love for her Divine Lord. . . . 
In this memorial service for one who has 
been the companion of '' honorable wom.en 
not a few ^^ in this church and community, 
I may with propriety select these blessed 
words of our Saviour as most accurately 
descriptive of her character and work in 
life. I love not to lose/from my sight the 
faces of my dear friends and parishioners. 
I love not to bid farewell to those endeared 
to me by a long and gentle ministration of 
kindness and help ; but if I must, . . . 
it is with delight I may think and speak of 
them in such words as were consecrated by 
our Saviour to be the perpetual memorial 
. . . of those noble women who, how- 
ever reserved and quiet and domestic, . . 
have yet in their place . . . earned for 
themselves, by their sweet and patient de- 
votion, the generous applause of the Son 
of God : "they have done what they could." 
. . . What is the work of women in 
this world as servants of the blessed Jesus? 
Have they influence peculiarly their own ? 
. . . If they are unfaithful is any one 
else able to take their place, and make our 
societies, our homes, our churches more 
and more like Heaven ? . . . When I 
look upon such pure, gentle, unostentatious 
women as Mrs. Langdon was ; upon those 
beaytifiil, honorable Christian women, not 
a few, who have lived among us, . . . 
1 cannot doubt how such questions will 
have their answer. Such women as have 
lived in this village as Christian mothers, 
wives and sisters, . . . whose names 
are embalmed with the spices of their own 
modesty and purity and love, with the fra- 



grance of their own faith and charities, 
give us some idea of the saintly work 
which Christ has eiven to women to do in 
this world, and of their surprising fitness 
to do it ; both to soften its asperities, to 
subdue its roughest and worst characters, 
and to carry the self-sacrificing ministry of 
the Son of^ Man into all of our human 
abodes. ... I love to think that our 
Saviour places the seal of his benison . . 
on the qualities of spiritual sincerity and 
gentleness ; on the possible graces of a 
quiet Christian life ; on the offerings of 
self-denving love. She hath done what 
she could. She hath adorned her station 
with the precious graces of tenderness and 
love. This is the central and most de- 
cisive test of the excellence of all char- 
acter, especially of those whose lives se^m, 
but seem only, to be confined to a nar- 
rower sphere than pertains to manly life, 
secluded within the walls of domestic care 
and duty and love. . . . We all know 
how great loveliness and sweetness there 
are in personal offices of love. We are 
familiar with the . . . supremacy of 
personal relationship and bonds. The per- 
sonality of affection just suits itself to our 
natural wants. A religion that did not 
provide for the exercise of the domestic 
and personal offices of love would lack 
hold on our human sympathies, and Christ 
has blessed the sex with which his incar- 
nated human life was alone positively affil- 
iated and related, by bestowing a peculiar 
honor upon the quiet duties of personal 
love. . . . The kindness which watches 
over our earliest steps, the voice which di- 
rects our first prayers and songs, the love 
which surrounds nome with the charms of 
a re&;ained Paradise, and fills the air of 
the household with the scentof violet*iand 
lilies, and with the perfume of personal 
service to the sick, the dying and the dead : 
these are the qualities and offices that 
meet the full benediction of Christ^s word. 

Our Saviour had a very blessed personal 
relation with many noble women when he 
was here. His personal influence on the 
womanly hearts around him can be clearly 
traced as His work went on. She whom 
all the generations will call blessed, whob 
the only human medium of the assumption 
of our nature by the Infinite God, gave 
Him his first caress and received his last 
words of human love. What a wonderful 
relation ! In which her heart glowed with 
incomparable love, adding the sacredness 
of a religious feeling to the wealth of a 
mother^s affection ; in which his heart beat 
with an unwonted pulse, adding the ten- 
derness of human dei)endence, gratitude 
and trust, to the sentiments of celestial 
pity and love. Sacred type of all blessed 
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maternal and filial love ; which is ever di- 
vested of all the usual qualities of human 
passion and selfishness, and blends every- 
thing that is best and purest in the human 
with everything that is sweetest and holiest 
in the Divine. What her happiness must 
have been in the more than thirty years in 
which she had Him to herself as a deep 
wellspring of deli&;ht, watching over Him, 
waiting on Him, beholding His glory and 
believing that glad, prophetic hymn which 
her own lips had sung before He was bom, 
as to ** how her soul rejoiced in God her 
Saviour.^ And what a happiness there 
must have been in his long troubled heart 
for her sake, we have some glimpses in 
the words which broke fh>m his dying lips 
to the dearest disciple and the legacy He 
sives to the beloved John, *' Son, behold 
thy mother." The domestic life of Christ 
is veiled, but if that veil were lifted, doubt- 
less we should see how much his pure 
heart was strengthened by a ministry more 
sympathetic than that of the angels, how 
much a woman's hand soothed his spirit, 
and a mother's love solaced and helped his 
sorrows. We should see some of the 
blessed interchanges between the human 
mother and the Divine Son. 

But not from her alone did He have the 
ministry of personal kindness. A few 
devotea, grateful women waited upon Him 
all through his journeys. They gave him 
their entnusiastic sympathy in his work 
until the close of his life, and when He 
finished his suffering career on the cross, 
*• Many women were there beholding and 
ministering unto Him.'' . . . Blessed 
were those daughters of Jerusalem, . . . 
who bewailed their King as he trod the 
wine-press alone. But did these women 
alone have the honor .^ The service of 
Christ was not their monopoly. They 
were the first fruits ; they were examples 
. • . not to be envied ; but to be imi- 
tated, by all their sisters who desire to 
know the unspeakable joy of Christian ser- 
vice, and they have been imitated. Faith 
works by love, . . . and its power 
has not failed since *• Holy women," . . 
in all the relations of life, in the lowly 
offices of Christian ministration, have filled 
the houses which they adorned as wives, 
mothers and sisters, with the outpoured 
fragrance of the graces of Christ, . . . 
and refreshed the hearts that trusted in 
them. Many sons have crowned their 
heads with blessings. Their husbands 
have praised them in the gates of the city. 
They have made the deserts of this rough 
and arid life green as the land of Elim, 
and woven their precious golden threads 
through the whole fabric of society till it 
has brightened with the warmest and deep- 



est colors. Eternity alone can measore 
the influence of a virtuous woncian ; a true- 
hearted daughter ; a loving sister ; a £uth- 
fill wife ; a (fevoted mother. Her price is 
above rubies. The heart of her husband 
safely trusts in her. She stretcheth ber 
hana to the poor 

I need not say the memories I cherish 
of Mrs. Langdon have colored and im- 
pressed all these thoughts which I have 
spoken to-day. . . . She was a Chris- 
tian wife and mother, who consecrated her 
life to her holy domestic mission. . . . 
She made her home fragrant with the per- 

fiime of piety and love The 

thanks of the poor she has blessed; the 
tributes of the sick she has visited ; the 
sweetness of the charities she has b e st owed 
throng to make the fading light of her 
evening tranquil and beautmil. 

Mrs. Langdon has resided here 38yeais. 
She was the daughter of Mr. Charles 
Bowen, of Middlebury, whose life has not 
been unknown to us, and who, at his great 
age, remains to mourn over his datu^ter, 
and to look for the welcome she will sdve 
him to his long looked for home. She 
was married Dec. 22, 1836. Not long 
after, she united with the church whose 
welfare she has never for a moment for- 
gotten. ... To those who die in the 
Lord, death is only the gate ; its iron side 
turned toward us, its golden side turned 
the other way. w. H. L. 

Mrs. Langdon was Lucy Pomeroy Bowen, 
bom Sept. 29, 1814, at Northfield, Mass.. 
and died Aug. i, 1873. Her children were : 
Luc>' Robbins, bom Apr. 10, 1841 ; Har- 
riet Frances, February 2, 1845 ; Elizabedi 
Whitcomb, Apr. 6, 1847 ; James Henrj-, 
Apr. 9, 185 1. 

THE GEORGE W. BAILEY FAMILY. 

I think no couple have ever contributed to 
Montpelier more stalwart, energetic, suc- 
cessful and popular men than did the late 
Hon. Geo. VV. Bailey and his wife, a sis- 
ter of Hon. Abel K. Warren of Berlin. 
They were both natives of Berlin, but 
spent most of their active life in Elmore, 
where their children were bom, but, until 
the senior Bailey's death, resided in Mid- 
dlesex, on the border of Montpelier. , 

George VV. Bailev, Jr., was the first 
to depart, in early manhood. He had 
adopted the law as his profession, was 
Secretary of State for four years, which at- 
tested his fidelity in that office, married 
Georgiana, daughter of the late Col. Thorn- 
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as Reed, but was soon stricken down by 
consumption, dving in Montpelier, July 13, 
1864. 

Charles W. Bailey was one of the 
firm of Bailey Brothers, active and shrewd 
business men of Montpelier, en^iged main- 
ly in furnishing horses, cattle and sheep to 
Boston markets, where his attendance was 
regular, and by bis fine personal presence 
and blutf but genia] manners he was a fa- 
vorite. While attending personally to the 
care of sheep on a freight train at Essex 
Junction, he was instantly killed, Sept. 
33, 1876. More than a thousand people 
honored him, when his remains were 
brought to Montpelier to be borne to his 
home. Mr. Bailey lefta widow, two sons 
and a daughter. Hb age was 45. 

J. Warren Bailey, the oldest of the 
brothers, was also a member of the firm 
for several years, and was also largely em- 
ployed in civil offices in the town, in which, 
as in his own business, he was very effi- 
cient. He died of a brief illness, April 
31, t88o, aged 56. He left a widow and 
two daughters. , 

The Boston yottmeU said : 

He was a brother of T. 0. Bailey of the 
Pavilion, a member of the firm of Bailey, 
Bullock & Co., commission merchants, 
Chiaigo, and of V. W. Bullock & Co., 
Burlington, Iowa, grain dealers. Mr. Bai- 
ley was in the grain business at Moatpolier, 
a Director in the savings bank, and has 
held several town offices. He was univer- 
sally liked and was very liberal in the use 
of his large property. He was the eldest 
of six brothers, three of whom now survive 
him, and was widely known. j 

The Waickmati &* SttUt JourntU said : I 

Born in Elmore May i, 1834, he was' 
near the completion of his 56th year. 
About 25 years ago he came to Montpelier 
and eng^ed with John Peck in a general 
produce business in the store west of the 
■■arch." The following year Mr. Peck 
withdrew, and the firm of Bailey Brothers 
was formed by the admission of Charles 
Bailev, — a partnership that was destined 
to achieve a widesprrad reputation for the 
extent and fearlessness of its operations 
and the combination of business acumen 
and high sense of commercial honor it 
displayed. In 1846, the brothers gave up 
the store and confined their opeiatioas to 
a general live-stock business. At the dis- 
solution of the partnership in 1872, each 
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continued to employ in distinct operations 
the comfortable fortunes their united ef- 
forts had secured. Five years ago Mr. 
Bailey engaged with V .W. Bullock, Esq., 
in the grainljusiness at Burlington. Iowa, 
and about a year ago his operations in that 
direction led to the formation of the firm 
of Bailey, Bullock & Co., in Chicago, his 
brother, E. W. Bailey, Esq., of Montpe- 
lier, moving to Chicago to assume the act- 
ive management of tne business of this 
company. In 1855, Mr. Bailey was mar- 
ried to Miss Harriet Guyer of Wolcott, who 
survives him with the daughters, Misses 
Ella and Clara. The funeral was largely 
attended on Saturdav, the citizens, repre- 
senting every class of the community, form- 
ing an honorary escort to the cemetery. 
The funeral services were conducted by 
Rev, J. H. Hincks, assisted by Rev. N. 
Fellows of Trinity church. Among the 
mourning relatives was the venerable 
mother of the deceased, now verging on 
four score years, who has survived to fol- 
low to the grave the three eldest of her six 
sons, each dying under peculiarly afflicting 
circumstances. Mr. Bailey was distin- 
guished for the native keenness and pre- 
cision of his judgment in business trans- 
actions. It was eminently speculative, 
but tempered with an element of caution, 
that taught him to shun Iiazardous ventures. 
In this community and among his former 
associates his bluff ways and ready humor 
will be greatly missed ; and his name will 
long survive tn local anecdotes, illustrating 
his.readiness at repartee and power of pun- 
gent expression. In the loss of their nat- 
ural guardian and protector, the widow and 
daughters will have the unfeigned sympa- 
thy of this commuuitv, which will also ex- 
tend to the aged motner, and to the sur- 
viving sister and brothers the assurance of 
its participation in their sorrow. 

A fact but little known is that Warren 
and Charles Bailey furnished the United 
States with horses for a regiment in the 
war for the Union. ' It was a gift worthy 
of iniUionaineSt but they were not that, 
though wealthy, patriotic and generous. 

Both Warren and Charles also very large- 
ly aided their brother, 

Theron O. Bailey, in constructing and 
ftimisbing the Pavilion, which has won 
rank among the very best hotels in New 
England, has made himself thereby widely 
famous. 

I The other brothers are Doct. James, 
I residing in Ticonderoga, N. Y., and Ed- 
I ward, who while retuning his business 
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interests in Montpelier, is largely engaged 
in the wes te rn states. A sbter and the 
aged mother still reside in Elmore, e.p.w. 

CHARLES GAMAGE EASTMAN, 

bom at Fr>'ebargh, Me., was brought to 
Barnard, the home of his father, at an early 
age, where amid the roral scenes of a town 
beautiful in mountain scener}*, hb early 
years were mostly passed. 

**His mother, Rebecca Gamage of Frye- 
burgh, was a woman beautiful in mind, 
person and affections,^ in all whidi the 
son strongly resembled his mother. 

Bom to dependence, chiefly upon his 
own resources, Charles Gamage worked 
his way through the district schools and 
neighboring academies up to college, com- 
pleting his preparation at the academy in 
Meriden, N. H. ; he entered Burlington 
College, the University of Vermont, when 
about i8 years of age. Here he wrote for 
the old Burlington Stniind first, and suc- 
ceeding to the admiration of his party — 
he was a Democrat from his earliest years ; 
'* always a Democrat and never anything 
but a Democrat " — he soon was contribu- 
ting to the other Democratic papers of the 
State. His articles for the newspapers 
winning immediate appreciation most flat-' 
tering to a young author, his mind was 
soon turned to the after profession of his 
life, that of an editor, which he left college 
before graduating to adopt. 

His first enterprise in opening his pro- 
fession was the starting of a small journal 
in the interest of the Democratic party at 
Johnson, Lamoille Co., which obtained 
considerable attention, and was regarded 
a credit to the young editor, but not prov- 
ing a money success, was relinquished, and 
in 1840, the no way discouraged editor 
established himself at Woodstock, the 
county town of old Windsor, and inaugu- 
rated ** The spirit of the Age,"' and his 
journal at once assumed a high position 
among the Democratic organs of the 
State. The earnest, skillful editor, still in 
flush of early manhood, confident of the 
strength of his principles, entered like an 
athlete the newspaper arena, giving battle 
with vigor in all the political contests on 



the tapis, and consequently soon became 
"a leader in the councils of his part)' 
throughout the Stote,'^ and duly •• a prom- 
inent director of its policy in national 
affairs.'' 

In 1846, he sold out Tk£ SfiirU 0/ the 
Age at Woodstock, and came to Mont- 
pelier and bought out the Verwumi Fairioi, 
of which he continued the editor and pub- 
lisher for the remainder of his life. At the 
same time that he established himself in 
Montpelier, he established for himself also, 
a home-^how happily, he himself teaches 
in song. He married a daughter of Dr. 
John D. Powers of Woodstock, Mrs. 
Susan S. Havens, whose £alrest praise b 
in that song firom their domestic he2u-th : 

tone 



I toodi Bi J harp Air ' 

or aU the world 
WboM beftit !• Uke Uie golden aheaTos 

That erowB ttie ripeoed year; 
Wboee ekeek !• fldrer than tlie aky 

Whea \ UMlice iBto moTB, 
Wboee TOlco was In tlie saanner sight 

OTtflveri 



Tlo one whoee eye the brightest etar 

Might Ibr a iMer own. 
Upon wboee Up (be honey-bee 

Mlilitballd her waxen throne: 
Wboee breath la like the air that 

The bods la April boara. 
That stln within tlie dreamy heart 

A seaae of opening flowers. 

I toneh my harp for one to me 

Of all the world most dear, 
Wboee heart Is like the clnstertng Tine 

That crowns the ripened year; 
Wboee lore is like the llTing springs 

Tlie monntaln traTdiers taste, 
Ihat stormy winter cannot diiU, 

Nor thirsty sommer waale. 

They had 2 sons and one daughter, all 



bom in Montpelier. 

Eastman to his sleeping child : 
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SWEETLY SHE SLEEPS. 

SweKly she sleeps! her cheek so fklr 

Soft on the pillow pressed. 
SweeUy, see! while lier Saxon hair 

Watches tier liearing breast. 
Hush! all low, thou moTinir breeze, 

BreaUie UirouKli hercnrtain white; 
Ck>lden birds, on the maple trees. 

Let ber sleep while her dreams are lljrfat. 

Sweetly she sleeps, her cbeek so fkJr 

Soft ou ber while anu pressed. 
SweeUy, see! and her clUidish care 

Flies fW>m her quiet rest. 
Hush! Uie earliest rays of light 

Their wings In the blue sea dip. 
Let ber sleep, sweet child, with her dreams so 
bright. 

And the smile that bewilders ber Up. 
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Mr. Eastman continued to prosper in his 
newspaper and political afBurs. His paper 
was the leading Democratic organ of the 
State. We quote from the George R. 
Thompson and Gilman biography, prefac- 
ing the last volume of bis poems (1880.) 

It is as the conductor of this journal 
that he is the most widely remembered 
amon^ politicians ; and he managed it with 
an abihty and faithfulness that secured it a 
reputation and influence seldom possess- 
ed by a country newspaper. His writings 
in this paper were in accordance with the 
character of the man, — direct, incisive, and 
earnest. He never hesitated to say what- 
ever was true, if it were proper to be said ; 
and in his exposures of the errors or frauds 
of his opponents he employed intellectual 
weapons of the sharpest and most cutting 
kina. His ar^ments were convincing, his 
logic clear, and his convictions were stamp- 
ed with truth. His paper was not in any 
way pre-eminent as a literary one. It 
might be supposed* judging from his al- 
most idolatrous love of literary pursuits, 
that his journal would have been more 
prominent in that respect; but he never 
seemed ambitious to make it so. These 
inclinations were gratified in another way. 
Though a member of a political party never 
in the ascendancy in Vermont, he occupied 
many influential official positions. He was 
a leading member of the Democratic Na- 
tional Conventions of 1848, ^52, ^56 and 
^60, and at the time of his death was a 
prominent member of the National Demo- 
cratic Committee. 

In 1852, '53, he was a senator of Wash- 
ington County; **a laborious and useful 
one," and twice candidate of his party for 
a member of Congress, and postmaster of 
Montpelier about 6 years. 

In person, he was inclined to be large — 
not too large, — very handsomely formed, 
with open, magnetic, beautiful counte- 
nance, that drew almost at will hosts of 
friends to his cordial heart. The idol of his 
party, he had a multitude of friends, also 
out of it. True to a poet nature, abstract- 
ed, rapt, fltfiil, sombre at times, even ; now 
and then November, — probably, at a De- 
cember tide — the height of the weird, when 
he traced that "scene in a Vermont win- 
ter, '' that ** fearful night in the winter time, 
as cold as it ever can be " — when ** the 
moon is full but the wings of the furious 
blast dash out her light." 
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All day bad tlie snows oome down— all day," 



**The flsnoe was lost and the wall of stone." 
-^— -~ ** on tlie monntain peak 
How the old trees writhe and shriek .** 

** Such a night as this to be found abroad." 
The ••shivering dog" ••by the road." 
•• See him crouch and growl " ••and shut his 
eyes with a dismal howl." •• And old man 
from the town to-night," that •• lost the 
travelled way." •* The midnight past," 
•• the moon looks out," the Morgan mare 
•• that at last o>r a log had. floimdered 
down," the old traveller •• in coat and buf- 
falo," stark and stiff in his sleigh in the 
snow-piled mountain hollow ! 

But an occasional mood ; he had the heart 
of June inhis nature— the spirit of spring 
in his spirit — whose verse oftener trailed 
over,one line blossoming into another, like 
a trailing arbutus in May woods. The old 
liked him. He was so genial ; young men 
and women liked him ; little children loved 
him. Long by those who were children in 
Montpelier in his time, will ** his contagious 
laugh be remembered," and the charm- 
ing hilarity with which he would push 
forward their innocent sports. It is said 
of him that no young man ever sought en- 
couragement from him in vain. He had 
wide and generous views of life, an ample 
charity for thoughtlessness or ** repented 
erring." As the head of a family, we may 
quote the words of Dr. Lord to his mourn- 
ing family at his funeral : 

You will remember him first and longest 
for what he was to you personally, — for 
what he was in his domestic and social re- 
lations. You will not forget the kindness 
of his heart, the amenity and cheerfulness 
of his manners, the liveiine.ss of fancy and 
wit with which he cheered the household. 
. . . You will not lose the recollection 
of his kind words, of his considerate atten- 
tions, of his fatherly acts and affections. 
You will remember the melody of his flute 
as it led the voices of his children in their 
songs and hymns; the written prayers, 
which I am told he composed for them, to 
be used morning and evening in their devo- 
tions. And so long as love has a place in 
your hearts, this household will not cease 
to have a shrine where his memory shall 
be kept green and sacred. 

The favorite of his party, as a politician, 
a lovely family and society man, it is still 
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as a poet that Eastman has been the widest 
known and his memory will be most peren- 
nial. Fluent in composing, laborious in 
revision — from his college days, or a little 
before, he wrote and pruned, and pruned 
and rewrought, and pruned again, refining 
and changing almost ad infinitum till the 
day of his death. The result : •• As a lyri- 
cal poet there is no American writer who 
can be called his superior.^^ He was the 
first American poet named with praise in the 
Edmbur^ Review^ the old Scotchman, 
wary of American poets, broke through the 
ice and praised Eastman handsomely over 
20 years since, while he yet lived to catch 
the beautiful over-the-ocean-glow coming 
from the fire he had kindled. Facile, agree- 
able, amusing, as a poet, but not confident. 
Strange ! Did he not know his own pow- 
ers? It seems he did not; — "sensitive 
and doubtfiil as to their reception ^ — when 
his poems were committed to the press, 
when his book appeared and was winning 
golden laurels, *' almost sorry he had pub- 
lished it." The writer remembers to have 
heard him say, he had made up his mind, 
he believed, to never publish any poem 
until it had been written seven years and 
he had re\ised it every year. 

Mr. Eastman brought out his first vol- 
ume of poems in 1848; from which he 
contributed with manifold retouchings, to 
the poems, ten pages to Miss Hemenway^s 
First Edition of the Poets and Poetr>' of 
Vermont in 1858, including: ** A Picture." 

The Aurmer Mt In his eaiyohair 
Smokluff his plp« of oUy— , 

Eastman's *• Dirge " : 

'•Bofttyi 

She Is tying 

With lier Ups apart: 
Soniyl 

She Is dying 

Of a brolcen heart.** 

** I see her not" — ** Uncle Jerry," and 
other pieces ; and in the same work, rexised 
and enlarged, *' A scene in the Vermont 
Winter," specially for the volume, and 
other poems ; as many pages in this sec- 
ond volume as in the first. 

Mr. Eastman's health began steadily to 
fail from May, i860. *' An obstinate and 
painful disease burdened his spirit and 
wasted his frame." Never man needed 



rest more ; ** but his pride and S3rnipathies 
were enlisted in the business of his party,'* 
and too £uthfiil to the complicated respon- 
sibilities identified with and accumulated 
upon him, be unwisely, but most unsel- 
fishly, (says Mr. Thompson in his sketch), 
made secondary his own interest of health 
and life. ** But he was at home in the 
bosom of his femily when his eyes dosed 
to the scenes he loved so well ; and his 
last moments, painless and calm, were 
brightened by the love of fisunily and 
friends, and cheered with the substantial 
hope of eternal happiness and joy.** He 
died at his residence in Montpelier, Sept. 
16, i860. 

Mary Avery Eastman, ,the last and 
only living descendant, was bom in Mont- 
pelier, in 1849. ^^^ married, 1S72, £ldin 
J. Hartshorn, son of Hon. John W. Harts- 
horn of this State, and now resides at 
Emmetsburg, Iowa, where her husband is 
practicing his profession of the law ; has 
been State Senator, &c. 

John G. Eastman, eldest son of Chas. 
G., died in Montpelier in hb 20th year. 
May 30, 1870. 

Edward S., second son of Charles G., 
died in Montpelier in his 19th year, Oct. 
2, 1875. 

Mrs. Eastman, for several years after 
her husband's decease, until after the 
death of her two sons, continued to reside 
at Montpelier, spending a part of each 
year with her daughter at the West ; but 
within a few years has again taken up her 
residence in Woodstock. 

To the first and sweetest of our Poets — 
pre-eminently our State bard, we must — we 
could not satisfy Montpelier otherwise, nor 
yet ourself, though crowding to a close — 
make space for yet a cluster from his pK>ems 
to lay at the foot of his biography at the 
Capital : 

THE FIRST SETTLER. 

His hair is white as Uie winter snow. 
His years are many, as you may know,— 

Some eighty-two or three ; 
Yet a hale old man, still strong and stout. 
And able when His fair to go out 

His IViends in the street to see: 
And all who see his face still pray 
That for many a long and quiet day 

He may live, by the Lord's mercy. 
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He oune to the State wben tlie town waa new. 
When the lordly pine and tbe hemlock grew 

In the place where the court booae atanda; 
Wlien tbe stanted aah and the alder black. 
The slender fir and the tamarack. 

Stood thick on the meadow lands; 
And tbe brook, that now so feebly flows. 
Covered the soil where the fknner hoM 

The com with hla hardy hands. 

He built In the town tbe first Iok hut; 
And he Is tbe man, they say, wbo out 

Tlie first old forest oak ; 
His axe was the first, with Its echoes mde. 
To startle tbe ear of the soUtade, 

With lU steady and rapid stroke. 
From bis high log-heap through the trees arose. 
First, on the hills, mid the winter snows. 

The fire and the curling smoke. 

On the land be cleared the first hard year. 
When be trapped tbe beaTcr and shot the deer, 

Swlngfi the sign of tbe great hotel ; 
By the path where he drove his ox to drink 
The mtll>dam roars and the hammers clink. 

And tbe Ihctory rings Its bell. 
And where tbe main street comes up flrom the south 
Was the road he ** blazed ^ trom tbe rlver*s mouth. 

As the books of tbe town will tell. 

In the Tillage, here, where the tree<s are seen. 
Circling 'round the beautlAil Green, 

He planted his bills of com ; 
And there, where you see that long brick row. 
Swelling with silk and calico. 

Stood the but he built one mom; 
Old Central street was his pasture laue. 
And down by tbe church he will put his cane 

On the spot where his boys were bom. 

For many an hour I have heard him tell 
Of the time, be says, he remembers well, 

Wheu high on the rock be stood. 
And nothing met his wandering eye 
AboTc, but tbe clouds and the broad blue sky. 

And below, the waving wood; 
And bow, at night, the wolf would bowl 
Bound his huge log fire, and tbe panther growl. 

And the black fox bark by the road. 

He looks with pride on tbe village grown 
Bo large on the land that he used to own; 

And still as he sees tbe wall 
Of huge blocks built, in less than the time 
It took, when be was fresh In his prime. 

To gather bis crops in tbe IMl ; 
He thinks, with tbe work that, somehow, he 
Is IdenUfled, and must oversee 

And superintend it all. 

Hla hair is white as tbe winter snow, 

And his years are many, as yon may know,— 

Some eighty-two or three; 
Yet an who see his Iboe will pray. 
For many a long and qalet day 

By tbe Lord's good grace, that be 
May be left In tbe land, still bale and stoat. 
And able still wben *tls fldr, to go out 

His friends In the street to see. 

THE BATTLE OF PLATTSBURGH. 

He who has stin left of hla two hands bat one, 

WlUi that let hlm grapple a sword ; 
And be wbo has two, let him handle a gan; 

And forward, boya! IbrwardI tbe word. 



The murmuring sound of the fierce battle-dde 

AlreadT resounds trom alkr; 
Forward, boys I flsrward, on every side. 

For Vermont and her glittering star! 

Who lingers behind wben tlie word has parsed down 

That the enemy swarm o'er the line? 
When he knows In the heart of a Korth border town 

Tlieir glittering bayonets shine? 
Push on to the Nortlil the fierce battle-tide 

Already resounds from aflir; 
Push on to tbe North from every side. 

For Vermont and her glittering stan 

Forward! the State that was first In the fight 

When Allen and Warner were here. 
Should not be tbe last now to strike for the right. 

Should never be found In tbe rear! 
Then, on to the North! the fierce battle- tide 

Already resounds from a/kr; 
Push on to the North from every side. 

For Vermont and lier glittering star! 

Hark! booms from the lake, and resounds from the 
land. 

The roar of tbe conflict. Push on ! 
Push on to the North! on every hand 

Our boys to tbe rescue have gone ; 
Forward I the Stete that was first In the figlit 

When Allen and Warner were here. 
Should not be the last now to strike for tbe right. 

Should never be found In tbe rear. 

OF LOVE AND WINE. 

Of love and wine old poets sung. 

Old poets rich and rare,— 
Of wine with red and ruby heart. 

And love with golden hair; 
Of wine that winged the poet*s thought. 

And woke the slumbering lyre ; 
Of love that through the poet's line 

Ran like a fiasb of fire. 

But wine, when those old poets sung 

Its praises long ago. 
Was something subtler than tlie bards 

Of modem ages know ;— 
Ay, wine was wine wben Telan girls. 

Flushed with tbe rosy dew. 
To old Auacreott's fiery strains 

Through wanton dances flew. 

And love, when those old poets sang 

Its praises long ago. 
Was something warmer than tbe barda 

Of modem ages know;— 
Ay, love was love when Telan girls. 

Flashed with tbe melUng flre, 
With roses crowned Anaereon's brow, 

With kisses paid hU lyre. 

PURER THAN SNOW. 

Purer than snow 

Is a girl I know; 
Purer than snow la ahe; 

Her heart is light. 

And her cheek is bright,— 
Ah! who do yoa think she can be? 

/know very well. 

But I never shall IaU, 
Twoald spoil all tlie fUn, you 

Hereyelsbtae; 

And her Up, like dew. 
And red as a mulberry. 
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THE APPLB BLOSSOM. 
Han*! aa appto Mompmi IU17; 



HcN*a •■ appto Mompmi Maiyi 
Lat BM waava It !■ jowr balrl 



Ak! thrhatrtonTaiulCarj, 

▲ad tlia aarta aia ihlek aa4 tolgkt; 
▲ad Ihia appla bloaaon, Mary, 

la to baautmoij wtitia! 

• 

Tlier^ fha appla bl oaaa m , Vary, 
Looka ao avpeat amoBf yoar aailal 

Aad tliii apiila btoai om . Mary, 
Crowaa tka awaaiaal ar tba firla. 



Bat tlia appla MoaaaM, If afj, 

Toa Btaai hava a UCtta aara 
Not to tell yoar oMtbar, Mary, 

That /woTe It la foar halrl 

HON. RAWSBL R. KEITH, 

oldest son of Hon. Chapin Keith, bom in 
Uxbridge, Mass., Nov. 21, 1790, died in 
Montpelier Oct. 35, 1874. Coming to 
Barre with his fother in 1793, he remained 
there until 18 17, when he came to Mont- 
pelier as deputy sheriff, and held that office 
and the shrievalty until 183 1. He was 
Judge of Probate 1833 to 36, and long a di- 
rector and finally president of the Bank of 
Montpelier, retiring voluntarily from these 
positions. He was a man of firmness and 
integrity, and highly esteemed by his fel- 
low citizens. He married Mary T. Wheel- 
er of Barre, who bore him 2 sons; R. D. 
W. Keith, now of Chicago, and Alonzo T. 
Keith, now of Montpelier. 

LUTHER NEWCOMB, ESQ. 

BT H. A. HUaX. 

lAither Newcomb, for many years the 
county clerk of Washington County, was 
bom in Derby, Apr. 10, 1826, and died 
from Bright* s disease, at his home in Mont- 
pelier, Jan. 2, 1876. His father was Dr. 
Luther Newcomb, whose wife was Lucretia 
Martin. Dr. Newcomb was the first phy- 
sician to locate in that part of northern 
Vermont, and was eminent in his profes- 
sion ; among his students was Dr.Colby, the 
father of Stoddard B. Colby. Dr. New- 
comb died when Luther was 5 years old, 
and the boy remained with his mother 6 
years after his father's death. 

The family was intimate with Hon. Isaac 
F. Redfield, and when Luther was 1 1 years 
old, he came to Montpelier and became the 
same as a member of Judge Redfield's | 



fiimlly. He studied under the direction of 
the Judge and entered Wash. Co. Gram- 
mar School, where he punued his studies 
until prepared to enter coU^e. He then 
read law under the direction of Judge Red- 
field, and was for a time a stndent in the 
office of O. H. Smith, Esq. Though fit- 
ted for admission to the bar, he did not 
apply for it, but recei^ng an appoint- 
ment in the customs service he was 2 years 
a revenue officer on Lake Champbdn. 

Jan. I, 1849, ^c ^>^^ appointed Deputy 
Qerk of Wash. Co. Court under Shubael 
Wheeler. He was in Dec., 1857, appoint- 
ed Gerk and held the position duiiogr the 
rest of hislife. He was a model officer, and 
had not only the respect and affiectioa of 
the Washington County bar and the court, 
but as the general term of the Supreme 
Court was held here, that of members of 
the bar of the whole State. 

Mr. Newcomb married June 25, 1857, 
Amanda Thomas, only daughter of Gen. 
Stephen Thomas. His wife and 3 sons, 
Charles, Luther, cmd Stephen T., survive 
him. 

Mr. J. W. Wheelock, who died the 
month after Mr. Newcomb, on the death 
of the latter wrote for his paper, from his 
own sick bed, a few words concerning his 
old friend, and among them were the fol- 
lowing : 

He was in many respects a remarkable 
man. Beneath a business-Uke and, to the 
casual observer, almost stem exterior, was 
hidden a heart tender as that of a woman, 
and one ever prompting him to those kindly 
thoughts and acts which so ennoble and 
exalt human nature. Unobtrusive, and 
apparendy concerned only about the proper 
performance of his duties as clerk of the 
court, he yet possessed so comprehensive 
and discriminadng powers of mmd that he 
took in almost intuitively the bearines and 
consequences of matters brought before 
him ; and many a sentence of crisp brevity 
has contained, as in a nut-shell, the law 
and wisdom of it, and the decision at 
which the learned judge arrives after a 
most elaborate and exhaustive review. 
. . . He was always ready to aid and 
encourage the inexperienced or timid, and 
many a success has been achieved through 
a timely word of advice and aid frgm him. 
He was judicious as a counsellor, valuable 
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and safe as an adviser, and faithful, even 
unto death, in his friendships. 

The funeral of Mr. Newcomb was in the 
Court House, Rev. J. E. Wright conduct- 
ing the services, and Hon. Charles W. 
Willard making an address. Mr. Willard 
in his address spoke not only as the rep- 
resentative of the bar, but, indeed, as the 
nearest friend, and said that the friend- 
ship of Luther Newcomb had been the 
friendship of his manhood and his life. 

CHARLES CLARK, M. D., 

son of Nathaniel and Lucy (Perry) Clark, 
was bom in what is now known as East 
Montpelier, Jan. 31, 1800. His parents 
were among the early settlers of the town, 
and had come from Rochester, Mass. It 
is claimed by some members of the Clark 
family still residing in Rochester, that they 
are descended from Thomas Clark, mate 
on the Mayflower, who returned on the 
brig Anne, and settled in the Plymouth 
colony in 1623. One of the oldest stones 
in the cemetery at Plymouth bears the 
name of Nathaniel Clark, who died in 17 14, 
at 74. 

Charles was the second son in a family 
of 6 children. An injury of his left knee, 
in his fourth year, caused its amputation 
3 years after. This was before the day of 
anaesthetics. As illustrative of the spirit 
of the boy, when the surgeon, Dr. Nathan 
Smith of Hanover, proposed to bind him, 
as was usual in such cases, the child re- 
fused, placed himself on the table, sub- 
mitted to the painful operation without the 
quivering of a muscle, without a word or 
any sign of pain. 

His £%ther died wh.en he was but 10 
years of age, and from that time on, with 
an indomitable courage characteristic of 
his whole life, he supported himself by his 
own labor. 

I'he record of the next 20 years is astory 
of trials and privations, which a less brave 
spirit would not have overcome. His ed- 
ucational advantages were limited to the 
common school and a few terms in the 
Washington County Grammar School. He 
studied his profession with Dr. Edward 
Lamb, of Montpelier, and as early as 1819, 



attended lectures at Castleton Medical 
College. He began the practice of med- 
icine with Dr. N. C. King, of North Mont- 
pelier, in 1 82 1, and removed to Calais 
2 years later, where he pivchased a small 
form of 20 acres, and set up for himself. 
He was soon af^er married to Clarissa 
Boyden, daughter of Darius Boyden, Esq., 
of Montpelier, where he resided 14 years. 
In speaking of these early days he used to 
say, ** Medical practice in these days of 
warm wraps and nice robes is quite another 
thing from my experience in the dead of 
winter on horseback, or at best in a bare 
sleigh, with insufficient clothing.^^ . 

In 1837, he removed to Montpelier, pur- 
chasing the Boyden homestead, where he 
resided for 12 years, securing an extensive 
practice not only in Montpelier, but in 
surrounding towns, winning public confi- 
dence and affection wherever known. 

In 1849, ^^ moved into the village of 
Montpelier, both for the better education 
of his children and the more convenient 
practice of his profession, in which he con- 
tinued actively engaged till 1865, when be 
met with an accident resulting in a severe 
and protracted illness, from which he never 
wholly recovered. After this, he retired 
from general practice, retaining only office 
and consultation business. In 1868, he 
was again severely injured by being thrown 
from his carriage. From this he had par- 
tially recovered, when a year later he was 
stricken with paralysis. With patient en- 
durance he lingered through 5 years more 
of suffering and prostration till his death, 
June 21, 1874. 

Dr. Clark was a man of more than or- 
dinary natural gifts, or he would never have 
accomplished what he did — left poor in 
this world's goods, crippledby his physical 
infirmity, and with but very limited op- 
portunities of education. In person be 
was 6 feet of stature and fine presence and 
great physical endurance. He was re- 
markable for his keen observation of men 
and things, and was rarely mistaken in his 
judgment. His genial manners, generous 
sympathies, and fund of anecdote, made 
him always welcome at the bedside of his 
patients, and contributed not a little to his 
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success. He was tlioroughly devoted to 
his profession, kept himself well infomied 
of tiie p ro giess of the science throi^ 
standard medical journals, and was always 
ready to accept and try new methods. But 
his own eaq)erienoe and observation served 
him better than books. He compounded 
his medicines with Uttle regaid to received 
formulas, and more from his joclgment in 
eadi particular case. Those best ac- 
quainted with him, greatiy regret that he 
did not write out for the benefit of the 
profession the results of his large and 
varied experience. 

As a man and a dtizen, it is not too 
much to say that he was universally es- 
teemed — a man of public spirit, interested 
in every movement and enterprise that 
looked to the welfere of society. Though 
not a professor of religion till late in life, 
he started and superintended a Sabbath- 
school during his short residence at North 
Montpelier, was one of the earliest and 
staunchest advocates of temperance, and 
was always urging improvements in meth- 
ods and opportunities of education. He 
spared no self^lenial and sacrifice to give 
his own children advantages which were 
denied to himself, and in the same gen- 
erous spirit sought the welfare of others. 
He was for 12 years president of the board 
of trustees and chairman of the prudential 
committee of the Washington County 
Grammar School, and for many years treas- 
urer of the Vermont Medical Society, of 
which he was an active member. He was 
too much given to his own special work to 
engage in political life, yet he yielded to 
the wishes of his friends, and served as 
representative of Montpelier in the Legis- 
lature in 1846, ^47. He was not a public 
speaker, as he felt the need of proper 
culture for this, but was esteemed as a very 
useful working man on* committees. His 
judgment was always valued in practical 
questions of politics. One incident, how- 
ever, he was wont to recall with a good 
deal of satisfaction in later years. A bill 
for a license law was being pushed through 
the legislature, and was likely to pass, 
greatiy to the regret of friends of tem- 



perance. Just at the last moment when 
an amendment was possible. Dr. Clark 
rose to his place without previous con- 
sultation with others, presented a brief 
amendmoit, urged it home with a few 
chosen words, and secured its prompt 
passage by the House. A leading politi- 
cian who had been interested in canying 
the measure, rushed across the hall at 
once, and said to him with much excite- 
ment, *'Your amendment has Idlled the 
bill.'' *«Just what I intended,^ was the 
reply. He was warmly congratulated by 
friends of temperance at once and fcMr 
years after on the defeat of a measure 
which he felt would have been attended 
with serious injury to the best interests of 
the State. 

The following tribute was rendered him 
by his pastor, the Rev. Dr. Lord : ** His 
life began with suffering, it closed in suf- 
fering, but its long intermediate years were 
filled with hard work, with brave labors, 
irradiated by a warm, genial spirit, by de- 
votion to the best interests of his fellow- 
men, with zeal for education, good morals 
and religion, by professional skill, fidelity 
and enthusiasm. He received, as he em- 
inentiy merited, the respect, confidence 
and love of all who knew him.'^ 

DEA. CONSTANT W. STORRS 

was bom in Royalton in 180 1, came to 
Montpelier in 1822, and from that time 
until his death was engaged in merchan- 
dise — more than half a century. In 1831, 
he became a member of the First Congre- 
gational Church, and in 1835 was elected 
one of its deacons — an office which he tried 
to magnify as long as he lived. For 22 
years he was treasurer of the Vermont Do- 
mestic Missionary Society. He was great- 
ly interested in religious matters, and la- 
bored incessantly in season and out of 
season. Early in life he married a daugh- 
ter of Wyllis I. Cad well, who bore him two 
sons and a daughter, the beautiful daughter 
dying when about to reach maturity. The 
widow and son survive. Dea. Storrs died 
Mar. 23, 1872. E. p. w. 
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MONTPEUEB. S'S 

HON. CHAKLES REBO. publbbing committee, and alao as its li- 
ar uT.j.aDviaa «ri«b«. brarian. He represented Montpelier in 

Charles Reed was born in Thetford, the Legislatures of 1863 and 1863. and for 
Nov. 24. 1814. and died in Montpelier, the three following year* occupied a seat 
after a sickness of less than three days, j^ ^he Senate chamber. WhUe in the 
Mar. 7. 1873- He was the oldest child of senale, he interested himself ardently in 
Hon. Joseph Reed, and his second wife, the instimtion of the Vermont Reform 
EliMbeth Bumap, daughter of Rev. Jacob school, now located in Veigenncs, and be- 
Burnap. of Merrimac, N. H.. and sister camechairmanofitstiist board of tniatees. 
of the scholarly Unitarian minister long „hich position he retained till his death, 
settled m Baltimore. Md.. Rev. George At iheestablishmentof Green Mount Cem- 
W. Bumap. D. D. Montpelier was Mr. tery in Monlpeiier, Mr. Reed was chosen 
Reed's home from 1S37, when his father qq^ gf j^g commissioners and was re- 
came here to reside, He pursued his pre- elected to that trust, which he had held 
paratory studies at the Washington County for many years, on the last day of his 
Grammar School, entered Dartmouth Col- active business life. He was one of the 
lege, and graduated in 1835. Among his (omt far-sighted men who advocated and 
classmates and intimate friends there was secured that change in the school system 
the late Governor Peter T. Washburn. ofMontpelier.whichbrought.the Washing- 
He studied law in Montpelier, in the office tonCountyGrammarSchooland the district 
of Hon. William Upham, and afterwards schools into harmonious relations under 
for 3 years in the Dane Uw School, Har- the same board of management and in the 
vard University, where he received the de- same building; and he was repeatedly 
gree of LL.B. in 1839. He was admit- elected chairmanoftheunited committees, 
ted to the Washington County Bar in i^ ,869. he was chosen a member of the 
1838. and in Sept:, 1839, formed a partner- Council of Censors, and in that capacity 
ship with Hon. Homer W. Heaton. which advocated extending the right of suffrage 
continued for a third of a century without to women. Politically he was a democrat 
change in the location of the office, being -,„ early life, but from the breaking out of 
only dissolved by Mr. Reed's death. He ,he rebellion, he took aides with the repub- 
married Emily Eliia. eldest daughter of n^^ party. His last illness was occasion- 
Hon. Daniel Baldwin of Montpelier. June ^j ^y a cold taken in the chUly air of the 
5. 1842, by whom be had five children ; unwarraed State Library, while he was in- 
two of whom, EliMbeth Bumap, wife of vestigating some hUtorical topic. This 
Col. J. H. Lucia of Vergennes, and Maria ^^ increased by exposure a few days later. 
G., with their mother, survived him. « the March meeting, which his interest in 
(Mrs. LucU died, leaving husband and 3 Temperance Reform led him to attend ; 
children, Jan. j. 1881.) and thus were developed, in a constitution 

From time to time Mr. Reed's fellow originally strong, but weakened by over- 

ciUiens honored themselves In honoring work, the pleuro-pneumonia and conges- 

him with positions of trust. He was cbo- (ion which ended his earthly career, 

sen justice ot the peace for a number of Mr. Reed was, first of aU, a man of 

years ; was elected stale's attorney in 1847, inte^ity. This appeared in his business 

and again in 1848. and was appointed reg- relations with others, and won for him 

isterof probate in the latter year,— per- their utmost confidence ; and It was shown 

forming the duties of the office by deputy, jjso In his fiuthfulness to his own convic- 

For somes years he was one of the select- tions. He never seemed to stop to ask if 

men of Montpelier. In 1858, he was cho- the course conlempUled would gain for 

sen trustee and librarian of the State libra- him profit and applause or involve loss and 

ry, and also a member of the Vt. Historical unpopularity. Among those of a different 

Society, in whose work he was deeply in- fajth. he adhered steadfastly to the Unita- 

terested, serving as one of its curators, and rfan views with which he was imbued in 
6S 
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his childhood ; and, when opportunity of- 
fered, entered zealously into the work of 
establishing in Montpelier a church that 
should represent what he thought to be 
the truth in religious doctrine. He was 
among the foremost in the organization of 
the Church of the Messiah, and was inde- 
fiitigable in laboring to promote its inter- 
ests. He acted with like decision, energy, 
and straight-forwardness in regard to the 
Temperance agitation, and die Woman 
Suffrage Reform. 

He was also a man of marked public 
spirit. With private cares that were by no 
means small, he undertook a great variety 
and amount of work for the general wel- 
hxt — work for which he received little or 
DO remuneration, direct or indirect. The 
value of the services he rendered to his 
town and State, in Yab devotion to educa- 
tional interests, the Reform School, the 
State Library, and the Historical Society, 
cannot be estimated in money, and can be 
appreciated in its full extent by very few. 
Rttreiy, indeed, does any philanthropist 
contribute so freely from his purse to char- 
itable objects, as did Mr. Reed lavish from 
the wealth of his time, and physical and 
mental strength, for the public good. 

' Further, he was ever loyal to his native 
State. In the words of another, ** As a 
Vermanttr^ believing in Vermont and the 
genuine Vermont character, deeply inter- 
ested in the past history of the State, and 
its present prosperity, Mr. Reed will be 
much missed. He was one of the no- 
blest and truest of loyal Vermonters. 
As an officer of the State Historical So- 
ciety he rendered invaluable service in 
getting up and putting in form for pres- 
ervation much of the early history. . . . 
The State has not another — if we except 
those who have been associated with him 
in this work, Hons. Hiland Hall and £. P. 
Walton — to fill his place." 

In his chosen profession, Mr. Reed 
reached a proud eminence, (yet singularly 
without pride,) and gained a handsome 
property. H. A. Huse, Esq., a fellow- 
member of the bar, at one time his assist- 
ant, and later his successor in the charge 
of the State Library, said of him, in a 



memorial sketch read before the Vermont 
Hbtorical Society, '* Charles Reed was a 
true lawyer, taking pride in bis profession, 
and loving the law as a science wherein 
reason has her most perfect work, and be- 
cause his knowledge of it enabled him to be 
truly a counsellor to those in trouble. 
Grounded by severe study in the founda- 
tion principles, hb directness and the im- 
patience with which he viewed worthless 
and irrelevant matter made him a good 
pleader. His papers always gave him a 

standing in court Mr Reed, 

on trial of a case, presented clearly to 
court or jury the fincts proved and the law 
applicable to them. This was done not by 
the use of rounded periods, impiassioned 
gesture, or appeal to the emotional nature. 
His imagination supplied him neither with 
fincts not in the case, nor with the coloring 
and magnifying power which often distorts 
things from their true relation, and gives 
what is unimportant undue prominence. 
But it was, I think, in the court of chan- 
cery, and perhaps still more in the supreme 
court, that Mr. Reed showed the qualities 
most clearly that stamped him as one of 
the leaders of the bar. In the court of 
last resort the premises were fixed and un- 
changing, and from them he worked most 
unerringly to the concliision. The brief 
method of statement, the condensed argu- 
ment, had there their true sphere and al- 
ways their due weight. While it was not 
given to him to charm by silvery speech, 
it was given him to convince by the close- 
ness of his logic. The clear-cut intellect, 
trained by careful study, made him in- 
valuable as a legislator. During his term 
of service the laws passed received more 
careful scrutiny, and were more carefully 
framed from the very feet of his presence ; 
and much of the'intelligible legislation of 
the last few years owes its shape to his 
skill, as well since as during his occupancy 
of a seat in the law-making body. 

•* In yet another direction was his ability 
as a lawyer called into activity. Before 
1858, the State Library was a mass of leg- 
islative documents without form, and void 
of any use. A few law reports were inter- 
mingled, and formed a stock from which 
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impecunious and coDscience-lacking men 
plundered at will. To make this one ol 
the best libraries in the Union in the De- 
partment of American Law, without large 
expense to the Stale, was a labor of years 
with Mr. Reed. His success, with the 
means at his command, has, 1 am sure. 
not been paralleled. The bar and bench 
of the county and Stale owe a great debt 
to him for the thoroughness of the work." 

Charles Reed was no courtier, nor 
trimmer. He Could not cajole, he could 
not flatter, he could not fawn and curry 
favor. His sincerity appeared often as 
bluntness, and sometimes gave offence. 
But those who were acquainted with him 
had in their minds an ever ready explana- 
tion of his occasional roughness of speech 
and manner, in the knowledge that they 
were dealing with an upright, downright 
honest man. who, under an exterior some- 
what hard, carried a heart throbbing with 
devotion to the welfare of all. a man of 
Roman firmness, and of Jacksonian wil- 
lingne.ss to assume the responsibility in an 
emergency; a man whose record, whether 
public or private, had always been sin- 
gularly free from stain ; a man whose very 
presence strengthened the worthy ptir- 
pose.s of the timid and hesitating about 
him, a man whose 

. . . ''DmllTpnrer.nir better nndenlnod 

JAMES G. FRENCH. 

Hon of Micah French, of Barre. was born 
in Peru, N. Y.. in 1B24. and died in Mont- 
pelier, .suddenly, Aug. 8. 1 878. Employed 
for a while as a derk. he opened a clothing 
store in Monlpelier. in which he was quite 
successful. He was postmaster 8 years 
under I'resident Lincoln, and subsequently 
entered into the construction of the Mont- 
l>clier & Wells River Railroad. He was 
also very energetic, and even daring, in 
real estate operations, and To him, more 
than to any one man. Montpelier owes the 
construction of its spacious and elegant 
stores. Mr. French married a daughter of 
the late Joel Goldsbury, of Barre, and she, 
with an only daughter, Mrs. W. T. Dewey. 



-UTHER CRO.SS, 



born ia Swanzey, N. H., 1802, establi.shed 
himself in mercantile business tn Mont' 
pelier in 1827. In the same year he mar- 
ried Miss Polly M. Day, of Woodstock, 
who bore him four children ; Gustavus 
T., who died March r3, 1867. aged 33 
years ; Luther Burnel!, now of Montpelier ; 
Royal D.. now in the West; andLudaD., 
now wifeof Marcus A. Farwell, of Chicago. 
Mr. Cross was interested in politics, and 
personally very popular : hence he was 
often the Whig candidate for represent- 
ative in the old town of Montpelier, and 
always received more than his party vote j 
but the town was so strongly Democratic 
that success was impossible. He was, 
however, a magistrate many years in suc- 
cession, and by the Legislature was re- 
peatedly elected sergeant-at-arms. He 
built three brick dwellings, which were 
the best in Montpelier in his day. and two 
of them are the best of the brick houses 
now. The three are the two houses oa 
State street now occupied by Hons. John 
A. Page and B. F. Fifield, and the Cross 
homestead on Elm street. He also built 
the " Willard block" on Main, at the head 
of Stale .street. He died, .suddenly, Mar. 
9. 1873, aged 71 years, 

chari.es and timothy cross 
came to Monlpelier about the time of the 
advent of Richard W. Hyde, and with him 
started the first bakery in town. 

Chas. H. Choss was bom in Tilton, 
N. H., Feb. 13. 1813, and his wife was 
Ijoro an hour or two before him. He 
is highly esteemed, a staunch Methodist, 
and a liberal contributor to that church 
and its educational institution on Seminary 
Hill. He is still engaged in a large bakery 
and confectionary business with his eldest 
and well-known son, L. Bart. Cross. 

TiMOTHv Cross died some years ago. 
His house was destroyed in the last great 
lire, and his widow and children removed 
to Cambridgeport, Mass. 

[To Charles Cross the Methodist church 
are also indebted chiefly for the fine wood 
engraving of their church building— £D.] 
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DANIEL BALDWIN 
(BT AST. J. BDWXIID WBIOHT.) 

Was born in Norwich, Vt., July 21, 1792, 
and died in Montpelier, Aug. 3, 1881. He 
was the youngest of the seven children of 
Daniel and Hannah (Havens) Baldwin. 
His mother was a daughter of Robert 
Havens, of Royalton, whose house was 
the first entered by the Indians when 
Royalton was burned. He was orphaned 
before he was two years old, and the des- 
titute brood was scattered. He came to 
Montpelier in 1806, and remained till he 
was of age under the guardianship of his 
older brother, Sylvanus, a man of prom- 
inence and marked ability. With him he 
learned the caipenter^s trade, availing him- 
self also of some brief opportunities for 
attending school ; but, from the time of 
attaining his majority for many years, he 
was engaged in mercantile pursuits, with 
gratifying success. He relinquished these 
in 1848, to devote himself more exclu- 
sively to his duties as president of the 
Vt. Mutual Fire Insurance Co., of which 
he was the original projector, and in which 
he took the first policy, March 31, 1828. 
He was president of this Company from 
1841 to 1874, and regarded with a well- 
grounded satisfaction the remarkable pros- 
perity and growth of the Company during 
his administration. While cautious and 
conservative, he was eminently progressive 
both early and late in life. In 1827, he led 
in the effort to establish salt works in 
Montpelier. ''He was called again and 
again into the direction of the Bank of 
Montpelier and the Montpelier National 
Bank, and was a director in the latter at 
the time of his decease. He was among 
the first to advocate and further the build- 
ing of the Vermont Central Railroad, and 
agitated the subject from 1830 until the 

desired end was attained He 

was also one of the first board of directors 
of the Vermont Central, but retained that 
position only a year, having always stren- 
uously maintained, in opposition to the 
Norlhfield interest which prevailed, that 
the route should be by way of the Wil- 
liamstown Gulf. As long ago as 1850, he 
was one of a committee of eight, of which 



the Hon. J. A. Wing was cfaainnan, 1^ 
raised a subscription, and procured at con- 
siderable expense to themselves a survey 
of a route for a railroad from Montpelier 
to WeUsRiver.^* He wasalso one oftbe 
originatofi and the general manager, dur- 
ing the early years of its existence, of the 
Montpelier Gulight Co. **He was town 
treasurer in 1828, and then again lor 11 

consecutive years bwa 1835 

From 1837 to 1847 he was trustee of the 
* Surplus Fund.^ For many years from 
and after 1837, he was the chief engineer 
of the fire department. During the years 
1846 and 1847, he occupied the bench as 
associate judge of the Washington County 
Court, but from 1850 on, with the excep- 
tion of one yearns service as Ibter, he uni- 
fbnnly avoided public office.^ ^ In early 
life he held high position in the Masonic 
Order. **He was connected with the 
Vermont Colonization Society during aJl 
its active existence, a large part of the 
time as its treasurer, and then as its pres- 
ident." * In politics he was a democrat — 
during the rebellion a ** war democrat,^ 
voting more than once for the republican 
candidate — and in religion he was em- 
phatically a " li^al Christian,^ avowing 
deep interest in ** Spiritualism," but con- 
tributing generously to chivches of various 
creeds, and joining most heartily with 
Unitarians and Universalists in the organ- 
ization and support of the MonQ)elier 
Independent Meeting-House Society, of 
whose board of trustees he was chairman 
fix>m the establishment of the board in 
1866 to the day of his death. In his will 
he manifested his undying interest in 
Montpelier, by bequeathing $2,000, to be 
used under certain conditions in securing 
a suitable water supply for the village. 

He married, in 1820, Emily Wheelock, 
grand-daughter of the first president of 
Dartmouth College. She died in 1872. 
A son and four daughters were born to 
them, all of whom reached maturity and 
were married ; but only two, the first and 
second daughters, Mrs. Charles Reed and 
Mrs. Marcus D. Gilman, have survived 
their parents. The society of their six 
grand-children was a delight to Judge 

•Memorial iJermon by B«v. J. Edward Wright. 




'^^^'X'^K^tyC' '^O CC^o^Clf-f-y^ 



m 



MONTPELIER. 



5 '7 



Baldwin during the last summer of his 
life. 

He was a man extensively known in the 
State, and universally esteemed for .his 
probity, his sound judgment, his public 
■pint and his benevolence. Delibente in 
planning and moderate in moving, he was 
yet positive in his decisions and «nergetic 
in his actions. A man of a peculiarly 
placid and even temper, and sustained by 
a Christian trust, he bore earth's trials 
with great calmness, and his declining 
years furnished the** community an im- 
pressive illustration of what it is to "grow 
old beautifully." Though not free from 
all the infinnitieB which'commonly attend 
old age, he was wonderfully vigorous in , 
mind and body, and found life enjoyable 
down to his last day; when suddenly his i 
powers all collapsed, and with a brief 
struggle he passed on, leaving an honored 
name and a blessed memory. It is rare 
that a life is more entirely successful in both 
ts material and moral aspects, j. E. w. 

[Lucia L.. wife of W, C. D. Grannis. of 
Chicago, and daughter of Hon. Daniel 
Baldwm, died in Chicago, aged 28.] 

From the records of Aurora Lodge, No. 
22, F, & A. M.. we take the following : 



RO. DANIEL BALDWIN, 

BocD in Norwich, Vi., July it. i;9J. 

IMcdii MonipcliM, Vl, Augu«]. iSSi^ 

Aged B9 yein and ij djjr^ 

iaicd in Aumn Lodiee, No. 9, tr Mantpclin 

PaHcd'jMujirVji.lSui 
liied in CDlmnbian Lodge, &«I<ii, Miu., 



td ihraurt ihc fiiry iTiiU of ihi 
'liod, and ilul he wu UDvieldiiif 
ID the fialcmily is evinctd "by ^hi 



r/uKvh How 

m^i ord"AuR« iwln'e'.' No. g In ihu' h^ 

irumbed la »hal wu pnibably ineviublc. md il 
wuToud,SepL 10. iSii.ioHimiHla'Iba charter 
He iwxcHTTCly GUcd all ihs oftceaof ihe Lod^e 
fitm thil dI Tyler u Wmhipfal Muter, w vhich 
lauer odia ht wu ekcUd Jun* tC iSm. 

iBcm R, A. Chapter, No. J, god ■ ncmbn ol 
Monlptliir Cniindl, R. ft S. M. 

chiiily, Jind wu .)»iy. reiiiy Id whuper gnod 



ADDRESS 

Of the Vermont Mutual Firt fniuraiue 
Company. 

At the first meeting of the directors of 
the Vt. Mu. Fire Ins. Co. after the death 
of Mr. Baldwin, Aug. 3. 1881, the Presi- 
dent offered the following resolutions, 
which were unanimously adopted : 

Rtiolved. That we have learned with 
profound regret of the death of Hon. Dan- 
iel Baldwin, so lon^ connected with this 
Company, and identified with the best in- 
terests of the towp for three fourths of a 
century. We duly appreciate his eminent 
services as an officer of this company, and 
his usefulness as a citizen. 

Resolved, That we extend to his hjaWy 
the sympathy of this Board in ihe loss of 
one who has so long been a kind friend 
and able counselor. 

And a committee was chosen to prepare 
a memorial address to be read at the An- 
nual Meeting of the Company, which was 
prepared and read by Dr. Hiram A. Cut- 
ting, of Lunenburgh. 

"The Vermont Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company " is a name so familiar to every 
Vermonler, in fact, so woven into the af- 
fairs and interests of the people of this 
State, that when its originator, Daniel 
Baldwin, died upon the 3d day of August, 
in his 90th year, it sent a thrill of sorrow 
through the hearts of thousands. It was 
his foresight which planned a system of 
insurance that recommended itself for its 
cheapness, and won for itself golden opln- 
supplying, as it did, the unfortunate 
with means to reconstruct their homes 
promptly when the fire-fiend had swept 
them away. Rightly has it been said of 
this company, "That it has clothed the 
naked, fed the hungry and supplied the 
destitute," and just was the sorrow for the 
departed man, for he was both the father 
and patron of this most beneficial associa- 
tion in our State. It was a happy inspi- 
ration which induced George Bliss, a can- 
vasser for the Springfield Fire and Marine 
Insurance Company, about the year 1818, 
to call upon Daniel Baldwin, who was tem- 
porarily stopping in Boston, for the pur- 
pose of soliciting his insurance. Mr. 
Baldwin was at that time a prosperous 
young merchant. He investigated the 
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subject carefully, was pleased with the idea, 
had his property insured, and accepted the 
agency of the company for this section, 
which he retained for 2 years, receiving 
premiums to the amount of over l4,ooo, 
with only $2,000 in losses. It was during 
this period that the idea of cheaper insur- 
amce, based upon the mutual plan, sug- 
gested itself to Mr. Baldwin. He coun- 
seled with a number of the business men 
of that day, but could get little encourage* 
ment from any, with the exception of 
Thomas Reed, Jr., James H. Langdon, 
Joshua Y. Vail, and Chester Hubbard. 
With these coadjutors, at a second trial, 
Nov. 10, 1827, the Vermont Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company was chartered; yet 
not without great opposition. The mem- 
ber from Middlebury, one of its opposers, 
moved an amendnient pf the bill, granting 
a charter, requiring the company to pay 
6 per cent, of the profits into the State 
treasury annually. This shows that that 
member of our Legislature, at least, knew 
little of mutual insurance. 

Under this grant the company was or- 
ganized, Jan. 21, 1828. As Daniel Bald- 
win originated the charter, he was elected 
president of the meeting, but declined, 
and J. H. Langdon was elected in his 
stead. There were but six persons pres- 
ent. A board of directors was chosen, and 
that board, of which Hon. Mr. Baldwin 
was an active member, elected Chapin 
Keith of Barre, president, J. Y. Vail, sec- 
retary, and George Worthington treasurer, 
both of Montpelier. Their first policy was 
issued in March, 1828, to Daniel Baldwin. 

In October, 1828, the directors reported 
186 policies issued, and that the company 
was gaining in strength and popularity. A 
small banning, truly, for a company that 
now issues between 5,000 and 6,000 poli- 
cies annually. 

Mr. Keith was succeeded at the end of 
the year by Israel P. Dana of Danville, as 
president, who held the office until 1838, 
to be followed by John Spalding of Mont- 
pelier, who held the office until .1841, when 
the subject of this sketch was elected, 
holding office as president for 33 years. 
During this time, he administered the af- 



fiurs of the coqxiration as its head. He 
had around him trusty men, tried and true; 
yet he has probably traveled more miles 
on insurance business, and talked insurance 
with more persons than any other 50 men 
in the State. His heart and scnil weie in 
the work, and with him that meant success. 
He undentood the principles and rules of 
insurance as few ever do. He adjusted 
equitable rates for various classes of pnp- 
erty with a tnily wonderful precision. His 
devodon to the duties of his office were 
both consdentioos and enthusiastic . As 
an ladjustor, he was almost without an 
equal; while he settled closely and eco- 
nomically for the 'company, he gained the 
respect and good will of the insured, for 
he was frank and honest, dealing as he 
would have others deal with him. Few, if 
any, ever felt aggrieved, and many were 
the testimonials showered upon him in 
kiter years, for his honest dealing with 
them, when they through loss were render- 
ed almost powerless to contest the validity 
of their insurance, had they been forced 
so to do. 

The prosperity of the Vermont Mutual 
Fire Insurance Company is the proudest 
testimonial he can have of his zeal and 
well-directed services, and those who par- 
take of the benefits of that organization 
cannot £eu1 to gratefully remember the man, 
who* more than any other one has made the 
strong and reliable concern what it is. 
That its progress may be the more evident, 
I would say that the number of policies in 
force in 1831 was 1,869; in 1841, 12,012; 
in 1851, 11,790; in 1861, 22,237; in 1871, 
27,488 ; and in 188 1, 29,413. Such an in- 
crease in business is without precedent in 
any mutual company in our Union, and 
shows definitely that the true and unwav- 
ering course of all connected with it, has 
gained the confidence of the people, and 
the company is an honor to our State, and 
it is fitting that we should honor the man 
who originated the philanthropic scheme, 
and with untiring zeal pushed it to so 
grand success. 

Age creeps stealthily on us all, and as 
Judge Baldwin felt the pressure ujwn him, 
and looked with a just pride upon an insti- 
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tution, almost his own ; and surrounded Abraham g. d. tuthill 

by helpers in the insurance business which was born at Oyster Pond, Long Island, 

he had himself educated, he thought that and in due time chose to become an artist, 

they had better allow him to retire ; and To perfect himself, he spent seven years 

so after his election as president for the as a pupil of the great painter, Benjamin 

31st year, he sent in the following resigna- West, in London, and one year in Paris, 

tion, in March, 187 1 : Returning to thb country, he spent a few 

To the Directors of the Vermont Mutual years in Montpelier. where a sister resided. 

Fire Insuratue Company ; and where now there are to be found many 

Gentlemen :-Owing to infirmities in ^^"^^, specimens of his work His 

rij fj »,c y artist life was mainly spent at Buffalo, 

consequence of old age, I do not feel com- ^ . , , "^ . . , ' 

petent to discharge the duties of president ^^^^^^ ^^^ ^fte™ au^ ; but he 

c ^\^' *u I. ij u J returned to Montpelier, and died there, 

of this company as they should be, and 9. Af^ 

therefore resign the office, to take place as ^ * ^^* ^ ^' 
soon as some person shall be elected to fill Joshua y. vail 
the responsible place 1 have so long occu- ^^ ^ne of the very early lawyers of Mont- 
pied. D. Baldwin. P^'^^**- "^ *«»^ed awhile as Preceptor of 
Montpelier, March ist, 1871 . Washington County Grammar School, and 

., ,. , ^1 was County Clerk 1810-1839, '8 years. 

No action was, however, taken upon ,, ^ ^^ 7 ^ zT .. 

^,. J, 1 *j- /-wL He was also Secretary of the Vermont Mu- 

this, and he was again re-elected m Octo- , r-. , JL ^ t 

, --. j-°, ju* tual Fire Insurance Company from the or- 

ber. He immediately resigned, but was . . . „ « , « 

. . J . J . ganization m 1828 until 1850, and member 

over-persuaded, and consented to serve ^ . ^ ^ , ^ ., /-r- 

... XT' T^ 'jx ^ and Secretary of the Council of Censors m 
one year more by having a Vice President . ,,. .^ , ... 

, . : r .1- J .. L. L 1820. His wife was a devoted chns- 

to relieve him of some of the duties which . . . - »# • . /■ .. ^ 

, . . ., ,. , tian mother, Mary M., sister of the artist 

now rested quite heavily upon him. James ^ ..,, . „ ^u u-u i. i_ 

_ _, ^ , j^r- t^ J Tuthill, and all of her children have been 



T. Thurston was elected Vice President, 
and thus he was continued until Oct. 14,. 
1874, when Mr. Thurston was elected 
President ; but Hon. Mr. Baldwin was re- 
tained as director, so that his counsel and 



well connected. Two of her sons, Solon 
J. Y. and Oscar J., still reside in Montpe- 
lier, and two daughters survive, one at 
Newbury and one in the West — four out 

. , , , ., , , , , of nine children. Mr. Vail died in 1854, 

advice might rightly be available. Judge .... ^1 , . . -r • ol 

^ ^ * -^ , "^ ® in his 70th year; and his wife in 1876, 



aged 90. Both were born on Long Island. 



Baldwin, however, soon withdrew almost 
whoUy from the office, but still retaining 
his mental faculdes in a remarkable de- the wood family. 
gree up to the day of his death. Late in the last century three brothers 
All honor to the departed, and may his were bom in Leominster, Mass., the eldest 
valuable counsels and noble example live of whom spent half of his life in Mont- 
with the company; and his original and pelier, and the others much the largest part, 
true principles of insurance be carried out They were Cyrus, John, and Zenas Wood, 
by the insurer, and the household word of They were aU of Puritan stock, and mem- 
Vermont continue to be the •• Old Ver- bers of the first Congregational church in 
mont Mutual. ^^ Let us here to-day, as offi- Montpelier. 

cers of this company, pledge ourselves Cyrus Wood setUcd in Lebanon, N. H., 
anew to the duties, and thus wc may hope about 1809, toking his brother John with 
to retain with our prosperity, which seems him, who was then about 20 years of age. 
assured, the good will and honor of our \^ ,814, both came to Montpelier and en- 
patrons, that we may, in part, share in the tercd into partnership in the cabinet- 
tributes of praise so justly given to the de- making business, which was continued 

parted. until the death of Cyrus, Nov. 25, 1840. 
W. H. H. Bingham, ') . „. i_ r , 00 

L. G. Hinckley, \Com, John Wood, bom July 20, 1788, mar- 

HiRAM A. Cutting, ) ried Miss Mary Waterman, of Let>anon, 
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N. H., who was truly a helpmeet for hin), 
ao industrious, pious and pnidcnt womiD. 
Bearing his share in the miiilary burdens 
of hin time, he became capiain of Waah- 
iogton Artillery, which was a high honor, 
liiii it was in the churches that he wa.i 
most conspicuous. Long a deacon in the 
linit Congregational church, he went to 
the Free chuirh on its organ iiation, and 
ou its dissolution, to the Methodist church. 
In all he was an earnest worker, instant 
and earnest in prayer and nhortation. and 
his pure, honest and loving life attested 
the sincerity of his religious convictions. 
He died Jan. 14, 1873. in his S4th year, 
leaving a son and daughter, the son being 
Thomas W. Wood, the now highly dis- 
tinguished artist. 

Zenas Woou, born Jan. 1, 1793. came 
to Montpelier at a somewhat later date, 
and engaged in the slove and lin-ware 
busincsii, in which he was quite success- 
hil. He had all the excellent character- 
istics of hLs brother John, but was some- 
what less demonstrative. He sympathized 
keenly with the sick and suffeiing. as the 
writer of this note had occasion to Icnow 
by personal experience. Mr. Wood was 
a prudent business man, and for some 
}ears was a director in the old Bank of 
Montpelier. In the last great fire here 
his real estate was destroyed, and he went, 
a lone and sad man, to his alTectionate 
daughters In St. Johtisbury, where he died 
Oct. 29. 1876, in his 84th year. e. p. w. 

For notice of Thomas W. Wood, see 
fiott. 

THE COTTRILL FAMILY— CbTTHttoM. 

Malilon Coltrill, born in Bridport, Vi., 
Aug, 29, 1797 ; died in Kansas City, Mo., 
Oct. 20, 1864. 

Catherine Smith Couch, his wife, bom 
in LandalF. N. H., April 1, 1792: died in 
MontpeUer, April 38, 1861. 

Their children were: WillUm H., bom 
June 6, 1B23, now a very popular hotel- 
keeper at Appleton, Wis. Lyman Hawley, 
born May 10, ■('25, and died in Oregon, 
Nov., 1877. Charles Edward Huntington, 
bom July ii, 1826; died Feb. 3, 1833. 
George Washington, bom May 18, iSiK; 
DOW a law)er in N. Y. City. Henry Clay, 
bom June 36, 1830; died Feb. 12, 1833. 

tedd PhiioC, bom Apr. 15, 1832; now a 
iwyer in Milwaukee, Wis. Charles Mah- 
lon, born Oct. 20, 1834 ; now in Milwau- 
kee, Wis., and a prosperous man. 



OFFICERS HCnm-ELIEX. 

CoL. Nathan Lord, Jr.. commissioned 
colonel of the 6th Vt. regl.. Sept. 16, 1861; 
resigned Dec. 16. 1862. Now resides in 
Cleaveland, Ohio. 



Col. Fhancis V. Randall, i 
aioned capt. of Co. F. 2d regl.. May ij, 
1861, promoted cot. of the 13th r^., 
Sept. 24, 1S61; mustered out of service 
July 21, [863; enlisted and cora missioned 
col. of the 17th regt. Feb. 10, 1864; mas- 
tered out of senice July 1 7, 1865 ; remov- 
ed from .Montpelier to Brookfield in 1877. 

Cm.. I'EHLEV P. Pitkin, commissiooeil 
quartermaster of the 2d regt, June 6, 1861 ; 
promoted captain and assistant quarter- 
master of U. S. vols. Apr. 3. i86a. and 
subsequently to the rank of colonel and 
quartermaster of the depot departmeol of 
the army of the Potomac : wa^ chosen 
quartermaster genera! of Vt. after the dose 
of the H'ar. which office he held several 
years, and has since remained a resident 
of Montpelier. 

LiEi'T.-CoL. Edward M. Brown, adj. 
5 regt. Sept. 16. 1861 ; promoted Ueut.-col. 
of the Sth regt., Jan. 9, 1862 ; resigned 
Dec. 13, 1863. Col. Brown now resides 
in Bismarck, Dakota.rcceiving the appoint- 
ment of U. S. land agent, and removing 
thenre in 1873. 

LiEt;T.-CoL. Andrew C. Brown, com- 
missioned lieut.-col. of the 13th regt,. 
Aug. 25. 1861; resigned May j, 1863, and 
continues to reside in Montpelier. 

LiEUT.-CoL. John H. Edson. cotnmb- 
sioned lieut.-col. of the loth regt. Aug. 
27, 1S62; resigned Oct. 16. 1862; resides 
elsewhere. 

Maj. JohnD. Babtlett, commissioned 
capt. of Co. C, 1st regt., Vt. cav., Oct. 
14, 1861 ; promoted to major Nov. iS, 
1861; resigned Apr. 25, 1862; removed 
to Ma>is. in 1870. 

Maj. James S. Peck, commissioned 
2d lieut. of Co. I. 13th regt., Aug, 25, 
1861; promoted to adj't. Jan. 1863; mus- 
tered out July 21,1 863 ; enlisted as pri\-ate 
in Co. E. 17 regl., Dec. 3, 1863; commU- 
sioned adj't. of the regl. Apr. ii, 1864; 
promoted major July 10, i86j ; mustered 
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out July 25, 1865 ; was chosen adj't. and 
inspector-gen. of the State in 187 1, hold- 
ing the office ten years, receiving re-elec- 
tion, and resigning in 1881, receiving the 
appointment of postmaster of this town in 
April, 188 1. 

Adj't. J. Monroe Poland, commission- 
ed adjutant of the 15th regt. Oct. 2, 1862 ; 
mustered out of service Aug. 5, 1863, and 
continues to reside in town. 

Capt. William T. Burnham, commis- 
sioned captain of Co. H. 2d regt.. May 23, 
1 861 ; resigned Oct. 25, 1861 ; died in 
Montpelier, June 20, 1862. 

Capt. Horace H. Crossman, commis- 
sioned 2d lieut. of Co. F. 2d regt., May 
20, 1861 ; promoted ist lieut. Jan. 24, 
1862; capt. Oct. I, 1862; honorably dis- 
charged Oct. 30, 1863, for wounds receiv- 
ed in battle, necessitating the amputation 
of his leg. He died in Washington, D. 
C, a few years after. 

Capt. Dayton P. Clark enlisted as 
private in Co. F. 2d regt. May 7, 1861 ; 
promoted to sergt. June 20, 1861 ; com- 
missioned 1st lieut. Jan. 29, 1862; pro- 
moted to capt. Nov. 3, 1863; was acting 
adjutant of the regt. for some months, and 
at the battle of Spottsylvania, May 12, 
1864, Was in command of the regt. ; mus- 
tered out of service June 29, 1864, and 
continues to reside in Montpelier. 

Capt. Joseph P. Aikens enlisted from 
Barnard as private in Co. D4th regt. Aug. 
28, 1861, receiving promotions to corp. 
and sergt. ; re-enlisted from Montpelier 
Dec. 15, 1863; commissioned ist lieut. of 
Co. C. May 6, 1864; promoted capt. Aug. 
9, 1864; wounded at Cedar Creek, Oct. 
19, 1864, and honorably discharged Mar. 
8, 1865, for wounds received. 

Capt. Charles H. Anson, enlisted and 
appointed to quartermaster-serg. of the 
nth regt. Sept. i, 1862; commissioned 2d 
lieut. of Co. E. Aug. 11, 1863; promoted 
to 1st lieut. Dec. 28, 1863, ^^^ ^o captain 
Apr. 2, 1865, for gallantry in the assault 
on Petersburgh, Va. ; mustered out of ser- 
vice June 24, 1865 ; now resides in Mil- 
waukee, Wis., where he is engaged in 
business. 

Capt. James Rice enlisted Aug. 24, 

66 



1861, as leader of the 5th regt. band ; dis- 
charged April II, 1862 ; enlisted in Co. F. 
I ith regt., and commissioned as capt. Aug. 
12, 1862; honorably discharged for disa- 
bility, Apr. 28, 1865 ; now a resident of 
Pueblo, New Mexico, where he removed to 
soon after the war, and has held the office 
of mayor of that city since his residence 
there for some years. 

Capt. George S. Robinson of Mont- 
pelier, as a credit from Berlin, commis- 
sioned 1st lieut. of Co. C. 13th regt., Aug. 
29, 1862 ; resigned Feb. 16, 1863 ; enlisted 
and commissioned capt. of Co. £. 17th 
regt., Apr. 12, 1864; wounded April 12, 
1865 ; mustered out June 14, 1865, and 
continues to reside in Montpelier. 

Capt. Alfred L. Carlton, commis- 
sioned regt. quartermaster of the nth regt. 
Aug. 14, 1862 ; promoted to 2d lieut. of 
Co. C. Dec. 12, 1862; to captain and com- 
missary of subsistence of U. S. vols.. Mar. 
II, 1863 ; mustered out in 1865 ; died in 
Montpelier, May 29, 1874. 

Capt. John W. Clark, commissioned 
quartermaster of the 6th regt. Sept. 28, 
1 861 ; promoted to capt. and assist, quar- 
termaster of theU. S. vols., Apr. 11, 1864; 
resigned Dec. 7, 1864; appointed post- 
master of Montpelier, Mar. 1869, holding 
the office 12 years, retiring July i, 1881. 

Capt. Fred E. Smith, commissioned 
as quartermaster of the 8th regt., Nov. 23, 
1861 ; honorably discharged Nov. 30, 1863, 
and continues to reside in Montpelier. 

Capt. Edward Dewey, commissioned 
quartermaster of the 8th regt., Jan. 12, 
1864 ; promoted capt. and assist, quarter- 
master of U. S. vols., Feb. 11, 1865, and 
continues to reside in Montpelier. 

Q. M. Nelson A. Taylor, commis- 
sioned quartermaster of the 13th regt., 
Nov. 28, 1862; mustered out July 21, '63; 
residence Nov. i, 188 1, Council Bluffs, la. 

Surgeon Charles M. Chandler, com- 
missioned assist, surgeon of the 6th regt., 
Oct. 10, 1861 ; promoted to surgeon Oct. 
29, 1861 ; resigned Oct. 7, 1863, ^^^ re- 
sumed his practice in Montpelier, where he 
continues to reside. 

ist Lieut. Walter A. Phillips, com- 
missioned 1st lieut. Co. F. 2d regt.. May 
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21, 1861 ; dischaiged Dec. 31, 1861 ; en- 
listed as a credit from Calais, as private 
of Co. H. 13th regt., Aug., 1862 ; pro- 
moted Corp. and sergt., and com. as ist 
lieut., June 4, 1863 ; mustered out July 21 , 
1S63 ; enlisted and com. as 2d lieut. of 3d 
battery, Dec. 12, 1863 ; promoted to ist 
lieut. Jan. 2, 1864, honorably discharged 
Feb. 3, 1865, for disability, and now re- 
sides in Peoria, 111., where he is engaged 
in business. 

1st Lieut. Russell T. Chamberlain, 
enlisted as private in Co. G. 4th regt., 
Aug. 27, 1861 ; promoted corp. March 3, 
1862; re-enlisted; promoted sergt. June 
10, 1864; regtl com. sergt., Jan. i, 1865; 
2d lieut. Co. A. Feb. 27, 1865 ; ist lieut. 
June 4, 1865 ; mustered out July 13, 1865 ; 
was taken prisoner, and in confinement 
several months ; he now resides in Oregon. 

1st Lieut. Charles C. Spalding, 
commissioned sergt.-maj. of the 5th regt., 
Sept. 16, 1861 ; promoted to ist lieut. of 
Co. D. Nov. 5. 1861 ; honorably dischaig- 
ed for disability Oct. 10, 1862 ; died in 
Boston, Jan. 19, 1877. 

1st Lieut. George H. Hatch, regtl 
com. sergt. Oct. 15, 1861, of the 6th regt. ; 
promoted 2d lieut. of Co. H. Oct. 22; 
1862; 1st lieut. May 4, 1863; mustered 
out o( service Oct. 28, 1863 ; now resides 
in Nashua, N. H. 

1st Lieut. Henry C. Abbott, enlisted 
Nov. 9, 1861 , as private in Co. C. 8th regt ; 
promoted ist lieut. in 2d Louisiana regt. 
Sept. I, 1862. 

1st Lieut. William B. Burbank, en- 
listed in Co. £. 17th regt. ; com. 2d lieut. 
April 9, 1864; promoted ist lieut. Aug. 
22, 1864; mustered out of service July 25, 
1865 ; died in Montpelier, Nov. 5, 1870. 

1st Lieut. James C. Lamb, enlisted as 
private in Co. E. 17th regt., Dec. 23, '63; 
promoted quartermaster sergt. Oct. 17 '64; 
1st lieut. Co. B. July 1/65 ; mustered out 
July 14, ^65 ; died in Montpelier, March 
18, 1869. 

1st Lieut. George D. Howard, com- 
missioned 1st lieut. Co. M. frontier cavjdry, 
Jan. 3, 1865; resigned Mar. 16, -65; now 
resides elsewhere. 

1st Lieut. Frank Anson, enlisted as a 



credit from Halifax as private in Co. £. 
iithregt., Jan. 5, 1864; regtn com. seigt 
Jan. 17, 1864; regtl qoarteniHHrtfT aagt 
Sept. I, 1864; promoted 3d lieut. Co. A. 
May ij, 1865; 1st lieut. May 23, 1865; 
mustered out of service Aiig^. 25, 1865; 
now resides in Milwaukee* Wis., wlieie be 
is engaged in business. 

1st Lieut. Ezka Stetson, ooounisnoo- 
ed ist lieut. Co.B. lothrcgt., Aiag. 4, 'te; 
killed at Cold Harbor, June i, 1864. 

1st Lieut. Edward J. Stickney, ea- 
listed as private of Co. B. Julj 50, 1862; 
promotedcorp.Mar. 27, 1864; BergLSepiL 
I, 1864; 2d lieut. Dec. 19, 1864; ist Kent 
March 22, 1865; mustered oat July 21, 
1865 ; died in Montpelier, Jan. 12, 1875. 

1st Lieut. Charixs W. Clark, ap- 
pointed as regtl com', sei^gt. iitfa r^, 
Sept. I, i86a; promoted ad lieut. Co- G. 
March 29, 1863; 1st lieut. Nov. a, 1863; 
mustered out of service June 24, 1865 • ^^ 
sides at present in Montpelier. 

ist Lieut. John R. Wilxson, enlisted 
as private of Co. L i ith Vt. July 15, i86a ; 
promoted corp. Jan. i, 1864; sei^gt. Sept. 
22,1864; 2dlieut. Dec.2, 1864; wounded 
March 27,. 1865 ; promoted ist lieut. June 
1865, mustered out of service June 24, ^65 ; 
and now resides in Maiden, Mass. 

1st. Lieut. Albert Clark, enlisted as 
prix-ate in Co. I. 13th regt. Aug. 25, 1862; 
promoted sergt. Oct. 10, 1862 ; ist lieut. 
Co. G. Jan. 22, 1863 ; mustered out July 
21, 1863; now resides in Boston, Mass. 

1st LiEyT. Samuel F. Prentiss, enlist- 
ed as private in Co. I. Aug. 25, 1862; 
promoted ist lieut. Feb. 23, 1863; muster- 
ed out July 21, 1863; now resides in New 
York city, where he is successfully engaged 
in the practice of law. 

2d Lieut. Charles W. Randall, ap- 
pointed sergt. maj. of the 13th regt. Oct. 10, 
1862 ; promoted 2d lieut. Co. G. Jan. '63 ; 
mustered out July 21, '63; enlisted and 
com. 2d lieut. of Co. C. 17th regt., Feb. 
23, ^64 ; honorably discharged for disabil- 
ity March 9, 1865 ; died in Montpelier Oct. 
20, 1868. 

2d Lieut. James B. Riker, enlisted 
Dec. 31, 1 86 1, as private In ist battery; 
quartermaster sergt. Sept. 20, 1862 ; pro- 
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moted sergt.-maj. Sept. 1863 ; 2d lieut. 
April 4, 1864; mustered out of service 
Aug. 10, 1864; now resides in New York. 

2d Lieut. Eben Taplin, enlisted as 
private in 3d battery, Dec. 16, 1863; pro- 
moted Corp. Jan. i, 1864; wounded Aug. 
8, '64 ; promoted Aug. 23, 1864, quarter- 
master sergt. ; 2d lieut. Feb. 28, 1865 ; 
mustered out June 15, 1865; now resides 
in Burlington, Vt. c. de f. Bancroft. 

Dec. I, 1881. 

MILITARY NECROLOGY. 

Soldiers who have died in iewn since the war, 
(9m nilllUry tAble, pp. 842-M9.) 

Thos. C. Alexander, Nov. 27, '69, age 
39, 13th reg. 

SamU. Andrews, Aug. 27, '70, age 25, 2d 
Vt. bat. 

Lieut. Chas. E. Bancroft, Feb. i, '79f 
age 49, Co. I, 13th reg. (Waterbury.) 

Lieut. Wm. B. Burbank, Nov. 5, '70, age 
33, 17th reg. 

Capt. Wm. T. Burnham, June 20, '62, 
age 5 1 , 2d reg. 

Maj. Alfred L. Carlton, May29, 74»age 
45, nth reg. 

John S. Collins, Nov. 27, '67, age 30, 
F. C. cav. 

L. M. Collins, Dec. 8, -71, age 26, 17th 
reg. (East Montpelier.) 

Solomon Dodge, Dec. 11, '64, age 39, 
Ohio reg. 

Lorenzo Dow, Dec. i, ^69, age 25, 2d 
Vt. bat. (Berlin.) 

William Dow, Sept. 18, '71, age 33, 2d 
Vt. bat. (Berlin.) 

Olin French, Sept. 29, '68, age 28, ist 
cav. reg. (Barre.) 

John C. Hackett, Oct. 13. '75, age 56, 
6th reg. (Berlin.) 

Orlena Hoyt, June 30, '78, age 72,5th reg. 

Timothy Hornbrook, Dec. 24, '74. age 
32, 2d reg. (Berlin.) 

John W. Ladd, Dec. 4, '70. age 34, 13th 
reg. 

Lieut. James C. Lamb, Mar. 16, '69,. 
age 38, 13th and 17th reg. 

Lieut. Chas. S. Loomis, Dec. 8, '68, age 
38, on Gen. McPherson's staff. 

Peter Lemoine, Apr. 3, '67, age 22, ist 
Vt. bat. (Plainfield.) 



Chas. W. Randall, Oct. 20, '68, age 22, 
13th and 17th reg. 

Benj. Spinard, May 21, '79, age 39, i ith 
reg. (Albany, Vt.) 

Louis Seymour, Dec. 29, '72, age 39, 
Co, M, 1st Vt. cav. 

Lieut. Edward J. Stickney, Jan. 12, '75, 
age 30, loth reg. 

Andrew St. John, Jan. 5, ""jy, age 57, 
17th reg. 

Cyril Wheeler, Mar. 18, '76, age 47, 2d 
reg. (East Montpelier.) 

Alfred Whitney, July 30, '76, age 48, 
nth reg. (Berhn.) 

Surgeon Jas. B. Woodward, Oct. 4, '79, 
age 55. (Kansas reg.) 

Edwin C. Cummins, Feb, 27, '73, age 
34, 4th reg. (East Montpelier.) 

Montpelier soldiers who have died elsewhere 
since the war, 

Jerome E. Ballou, Jan. 25, '75, age 32, 
13th reg., at Cincinnati. 

Henry M. Bradley, Nov. 12, '65, age 24, 
loth reg., at Williston. 

Curtis A. Coburn, Nov. 7, '66, age 25, 
loth reg., at New Orleans. 

Capt. Horace F. Crossman, 2d reg., 
at Washington, D. C. 

Franklin S. French, ist cav., at Chicago. 

Alfred Girard, 17th reg., at Coaticook, 
Que., Apr. 9, 1875. 

Frank J. Brunell, in 1864. 

Wm. Guinan, Nov. 6, -74, age 44, 2d 
and 17th reg., at Springfield, Mass. 

David Goodwin, Feb. 27, '73, age 33, 
5th reg., at Hartford, Conn. 

Thos. H. McCaulley, Mar. 26, '67, age 
24. 2d reg., at Hanover, N. H. 

Chas. D. Swasey, died June, '65, age 
31, 13th reg., at Minneapolis, Minn. 

George S. Severance, 3d reg., killed in 
railroad accident in Illinob, 1869. 

Curtis H. Seaver, June 29, '72, age 32, 
13th reg., at Richmond, Vt. 

Robert Patterson, Dec. 27, '74, age 57, 
loth reg., at Fitchburg, Mass. 

Hiram D. Sinclair, Aug. 25, '71, age 58, 
8th reg. 

Lieut. Chas. C. Spalding, Jan. 19, '*'jy, 
age 50, 5th reg., at Boston. 

Peter Tebo, ist cav., died in Plainfield 
a few years since. c. de f. b. 
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GREEN MOUNT CEMETERY. 

Revolutionary War. — Elder Ziba Wood- 
worth died in 1826, aged 66. Eliakim D. 
Persons died in 1846, aged 81. 

War of 1812. — George W. Bailey, Sr., 
died in 1868, aged 70. William Bennett 
in 1878, aged 85. Darius Boyden, 1850, 
aged 85. Abel Carter in 1869, aged 83. 
Col. Parley Davis, '48, aged 82. Jacob F. 
Dodge in 1838, aged 56. Amos Farley in 
1836, aged 59. Lieut. Joseph Howes in 
1863, aged 80. Abijah Howard in 1840, 
aged 62. Capt. Timothy Hubbard in 1840, 
aged 66. Roger Hubbard in 1848, aged 
65. Azro Loomis in 1831. Jonathan P. 
MiUer in 1847, aged 50. Lieut. Thomas 
Reed in 1864, aged 71. Capt. Isaac Rick- 
er in 1837, aged 53. Jonathan Shepard in 
1863, aged 91 . Cyrus Ware in 1849, ^^^ 
80. Araunah Waterman in 1859, aged 80. 
Daniel Wilson in 1875, aged 70. 

War cf the Rebellion, — ist Lieut. Chas. 
E. Bancroft, Jerome E. Ballou. 

Henry Black, member of 2d Maine regt., 
died at Sloan hospital, Montpelier July 
9, 1864. Capt. Lucius H. Bostwick, Co. 
F 13th Vt. regt., died June 4, '63, age 25. 

Capt. William T. Burnham, Lieut. Wm. 
B. Burbank, Maj. Alfred L. Carlton, John 
S. Collins, Luther M. Collins, Wm. Dow. 

Surgeon Elihu Foster, surgeon of the 
7th regt., died in Hydepark, Jan. 9, 1867. 
John Fisk, nth regt., died in Hydepark, 
Oct. 4, 1863. 

John C. Hackett, Thomas Hand, 2d Vt. 
regt., died at Sloan Hospital, Jan. 8, 1865. 

John W. Ladd, Lieut. James C. Lamb, 
Lieut. Charles S. Loomis. 

Vernon L. Loomis, member Co. H 3d. 
regt., died Feb. 3, 1863, aged 19 years. 
Arthur M. Pearson, member Co. F 2d regt., 
died in Berlin, Sept. 15, 1876, age 40. 



ELM STREET CEMETERY. 

Revdutionary War, — Col Jacob Davis 
died Feb., 18 14, age 75. Aaroo Griswok 
died in 1847, age 95. Luther King dkc 
in 1842, age 88. 

War of 1812.— Stukeley Angell died u 
1870, age 73. David Barton in 1839, agi 
57 ; Silas Burbankin 1847, age 78. Josepl 
Buzzell in 1833, age 68. Simeon Cum 
mins in 1836, aged 55. Thomas Hazan 
in 1856, aged 7$. Qx^t. Eben Morse ij 
1858, age 85. Samuel Mead in 1827, a^ 
40. Irara Nye in 18 — , age — . Iia Owci 
in 1836, age 48. George Rich in 1834 
age 48. Diah Richardson in 1866, age 72 
Harry Richardson in 1862, age 70. 

War of Rebellion^ 1861. Selden E 

Harran, Co F 2d regt., died at Gecngc 
town, D. C, Nov. 14, i86i,age 20. Scigt 
Omri S. Atherton, Co. C 17th regt., die 
Nov.* 6, 1864, age 23. Sei^. Thoma 
McCaulley. 

CENTER CEMETERY. 

War of 181 2. —James Arbuckle died I 
1844, age 61. Moses Parmenter in i86g 
age 85. Benjamin Phinney In iSji^ag 
61. Nathaniel Proctor in i866« age 88 
Josiah Wing in 1849, aged 73. Johi 
Young in 1876, age 89. 

Mexican War. — Capt. George W. Esta 
of the navy died in 1871, aged 60. 

Mar of 1861. — Samuel Andrews, EA 
win C. Cummins. Lorenzo D. Cutler, Co. 
C 13th regt., died July 24, 1863, age 21. 
Lorenzo Dow. Andrew H. Emerson, Co. 
E 17th regt., died July 27, 1864. aged 18. 
Albert N. Mann, Co. I 9th regt., died 
Sept. 8, 1872, age 28. Orvis Ormsbee, 
Co. G 4th regt., died in Virginia, Jan. 19, 

1862, age 21. Hiram D. Sinclair. WU- 
lard Snow, Co. C 13th regt., died July 19, 

1863. age 23. Cyril Wheeler. Lemuel B. 



Philander A. Preston, Co. C ist cav., * led | ^^'^"S' ^d Co. Sharpshooters, died in 1867, 
in Florence, S. C, Jan. 20, 1865, age 31. | ^S^ ^^* 

Harian P. Sargent, Co. I 9lh Vt., died at j catholic cemetery. 

Fortress Monroe, Nov. 30, 1863, age 25. 1 War ^/ 186 1.— William Blair, Co. I 

Lieut. Charles C. Spalding. Lieut. Ed-] 13th regt., died in Beriin, June 7, 1873, 
ward J. Stickney, Charles D. Swasey. ! age 28. Walter Burke, Co. H 13th regt., 

Wallace H. Whitney, Co. M ist cav., died at Wolfs Run Shoals, March 4, 1863, 
died at Sloan hospital, Montpelier, Jan. age 23. Frank Lanier, Co. C nth regt.. 
27, 1865. Alfred Whitney. j died in Berlin. Abraham Leazer. Co. C 
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13th regt., died in Virginia, March j6, '63, 
aged 45. Rock Lemwin, Co. E 17th regt., 
March 11, 1864, age 43. Peter Lemoine, 
Erank Sanchargrin, died at Sloan hos- 
pital, Montpelier, in 1864. Louis Sey- 
mour. Joseph Shontell, 3d Battery, died 
in Washington, D. C, March 13, 1864, 
age 19. Andrew St. John, Peter Tebo. 

ON STATE ARSENAL GROUNDS. 

Seminary /////.— William Whitney, 3d 
regt., died at Sloan hospital, Jan. 27,1865, 
age 27. 

Monuments in Green Mount Cemetery of 
those buried elsewhere, — Charles W. Storrs, 
Co. K 7th regt., died of wounds at Mobile, 
Ala., April 10, 1865, age 23. Oilman D. 
Storrs, Co. B loth regt., killed at Orange 
Grove, Nov. 27, 1863. age 20. Oscar 
Maxham, Co. E 8th regt., died at Salis- 
bury, N. C, Feb. II, 1864, age 27. Or- 
rin Maxham, Co. E 8th regt., died in 
Louisiana, Feb. 6, 1863, age 23. 

Eliphalet Bryant, nth U. S. A. regu- 
lars, died in Wchmond, Va. 

May, 1 88 1, there were 28 headstones 
furnished by the government, and erected 
for the soldiers buried in the different cem- 
eteries of Montpelier. 

BURIED IN NATIONAL CEMETERIES. 

James M. Carr, loth regt. Co B. John 
H. Brown. 3d Battery. Ezekiel S. Wal- 
dron, loth regt. Co B, City Point. 

Tuffield Cayhue, loth regt. Co. B, Cold 
Harbor, Va. Joseph Ladue, 4th regt. Co. 
G, Culpepper Court House. 

Robert Brooks, loth regt. Co. B, Dan- 
ville, Va. 

Felix H. Kennedy, loth regt. Co. B. 
Benjamin F. Taylor, 2d regt. Co. F, Cy- 
press Hill, N. Y. 

Benjamin N. Wright, 13 regt. Co. I, 
Gettysburgh, Penn. 

James E. Thayer, 8th regt. Co. E, Chale- 
mette, near New Orleans. 

Sydney A. Gilman, 4th regt. Co. G, 
Andersonville, Ga. 

Charles Storrs, 7th regt, Co. K, Mo- 
bile, Ala. 

Roswell Franklin, 3d regt. Co. H. Allen 
Greeley, loth regt. Co. B, Alexandria, Va. 

Harris Buxton, nth regt. Co. H. Har- 
mon O. Kent, 4th reet. Co. G. Albert J. 
Aver, loth regt. Co, B, Asylum, Washing- 
ton, D. C. C. DE F. B. 



ANECDOTES AND INCIDENTS OF MONTPE- 
LIER SOLDIERS. 

The first man to offer his services to his 
country from Montpelier was Robert J. 
Coffey, who at the age of 19 years enlisted 
in Co. F, 1st Vt. regt., which was mus- 
tered into service May 2, 1861. Five 
more boys from the town responded to the 
call and enlisted in the same company 
within a few hours after. On being mus- 
tered out with the regiment, • Aug. 15, 
1861, Sergt. Coffey enlisted Sept. 5, 1861, 
in Co. K, 4th regiment. At the battle of 
Banks^ Ford, Va., May 2, 1863, one inci- 
dent occurred, it being the next day after 
the 6th Army Corps had charged and 
captured Mary^s Heights. During the 
battle, Co. K, 4th regiment was deployed 
as skirmishers. After making a charge 
and capturing a number of prisoners, and 
withdrawing back towards the rear, ist 
Lieut. Chas. Carter who was in the command 
of the company, shouted ** come on boys ; 
we will get more of them yet." Sergt. 
Coffey went forward with the lieutenant a 
short distance, when spying a rebel taking 
aim at the lieutenant from behind a tree, 
he fired, the ball taking effect in the rebel's 
arm, when he advanced and gave himself 
up a prisoner, and was sent to the rear. 
They then advanced to the brow of a small 
hill. The bullets coming thick, they 
crawled behind an old tree-top, for protec- 
tion. Sergt. Coffey reloaded his rifle here, 
an Enfield, and as they were rising up to 
take their departure, — things getting a 
little warm there — when they were front- 
ed by three rebels, an officer and two men, 
who upon the demand made by the serg- 
geant and lieutenant, surrendered and 
threw down their arms. As Lieut. Carter 
started with the prisoners to the rear, 
Sergt. Coffey heard the clanking of a sword, 
and ran around the tree-top, and was met 
by a large, fine looking rebel ofilicer. The 
reply to the demand of surrender made by 
Sergt. Coffey was a blow across the ser- 
geant^s bayonet from the sword of the offi- 
cer, which was parried off. As the rebel 
drew his revolver to fire, the sergeant dis- 
charged his rifle at him from a position of 
charge bayonets. The officer fell dead, 
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being shot through the head. At this mo- 
ment Lieut. Carter called on Sergt.Coffey to 
come back with him. As the sergeant 
started to go, he saw a rebel captain and 
six men just below him, which was on the 
bank of a small stream. At this moment, 
when the captain was giving an order to 
his men. the sergeant pointed his empty 
rifle into his face and ordered him to sur- 
render. The captain thinking that they 
were surrounded exclaimed, •• don't shoot," 
and ordered his men, who were in the rear 
of him several feet, to surrender. The cap- 
tain gave himself up ; the other six men 
came upon the bank, five of them privates, 
all armed with Enfield rifles, and the 
other, a lieutenant, also well armed. 
Dropping their guns, the sergeant threw 
them into the stream below. As they ad- 
vanced towards where the captain stood, 
the lieutenant says to the captain, ** what 
are we a doing here? he is all alone.'' 
The sergeant pointed his rifle into the lieu- 
tenant's &ce and cocked it, and told him 
to march on. As they advanced a squad 
of Co. A boys, who were forming a skir- 
mish line on the right, came in sight ; the 
sergeant called on them for assistance, as 
they were but a few rods off; which call 
they responded to by coming. Taking 
the swords from the captain and lieutenant, 
the sergeant marched them in the direction 
of his regiment, which had just formed a 
line of battle on a little rise of ground sev- 
eral rods in the rear. The sergeant deliv- 
ered them over to Col. Stoughton in the 
presence of the regiment. The colonel 
directed him to take them to the rear and 
deliver them to the prevost guard. On 
their way the rebel captain informed Sergt. 
Coffey that his name was Carpenter, and 
that he was captain of a company in the 
2 1 St North Carolina regiment, that the 
lieutenant belonged to the same regiment, 
and also that the officer whom he killed, 
was a major of the same regiment. The 
five privates belonged to the 8th Louisiana 
regiment. There being no vacancy for 
promotion at that time, Sergt. Coffey was 
detailed with six other deserving men to 
go to Vermont and assist in making out 
the draft. Six days after he rejoined his 



regiment; he was wounded at Faiitu 
Court house, Va., in such a manner as to 
further disable him for service in tiie war. 
The above narration is authenticated by 
several comrades of his regiment as a true 
narrative. 

In addition to this narrative might be 
added many more of the daring deeds per- 
formed by Montpelier •• boys" in the army. 
Among them that performed by private 
Wallace W. Noyes of Co. F, 2d regiment, 
who received special mention from the 
commanding officer at the battle of Spott- 
sylvania. May 12, 1864. He mounted the 
enemy^s breast works and fired some 30 
rifles down into the enemy in rapid succes- 
sion, they being loaded and f»assed up to 
him by his comrades from below ; the bul- 
lets passing like rain above him, but he 
escaped unhurt, although a bullet passed 
through his cap and was knocked off; he 
was afterwards severely wounded, but re- 
covered, and now resides in Montpelier. 

Anotlier deed which is credited in history 
from his commanding officer, was by Cor- 
poral William L. Washburn of the 3d Vt. 
battery, at the engagement before Peters- 
burgh, Va., in April, 1865. At one stage 
in the engagement, the severe firing fi-om 
the enemy's guns compelled the 3d battery 
boys to leave their guns and retire behind 
some breast-works in the rear. Corp. 
Washburn remained by his gun, a 12 
pounder, and loaded and fired alone, that 
the battery might not be silenced. There 
he continued until the **boys" returned to 
the guns. He escaped without a scratch. 

NOTES AND NECROLOGY. 

Samuel Abbott, engaged in the jewelry 
business for many years in town, died May 
4, 1 86 1, aged 70. 

Aaron Bancroft, Jr., an excellent me 
chanic at several trades, and in early life 
engaged in the jewelry business, was a 
I great **wag,'' always full of jokes. He 
I was commissioned captain of a militia 
I company in town, which office he held 
1 several years from 1833. He died March 
i 23, 1869, aged 60 years. 

I Chas. E. Hancroft, for some years eng^g- 
I cd in the stove and tin business in this 
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town ; was a man of mechanical genius, 
having taken out several patents, principal- 
ly on tinman's tools. He died Feb. i , 1879, 
aged 49, leaving one son, Chas. De F., 
and one daughter, Alice D. 

Cornelius Watrous Bancroft, (see biog- 
raphy of Carlos Bancroft,) was engaged 
many years in the mercantile business ; an 
excellent business n\jin and citizen, died 
Jan. 22, 1856, aged 48, leaving a son, 
Howard, now residing in Columbus, O. 

Arthur D. Bancroft died April 11, 1881, 
aged 37. (see biog. page 497.) 

James Boyden came about 1830; was 
for some years engaged in preaching the 
Universalist fiaith, but giving this up, fol- 
lowed his trade, that of cabinet maker, 
until his death, fan. 22, 1875, aged 77. 

Milton Brown, Esq., son of Aniasa 
Brown, was born April, 1801, in Winch- 
endon, Mass. ; came to Montpelier with 
his father in 1807, resided in Worcester, 
representing that town 7 years in the legis- 
lature, and removing to Montpelier, was 
high sheriff several years. He died July 3, 

i853» aged 54- 

Geo. P. Blake, a merchant, died sud- 
denly, Aug. I, 1854, aged 51. 

Silas Burbank, a native of Montpelier, 
for many years successfully engaged in 
business in town, died Aug. 14, 1872, aged 
65 years. 

Hon. Augustine Clark, who had held 
the office of state treasurer while a resi- 
dent of this town, but was for many years 
previous a resident of Danville, holding 
many offices in that town and county, died 
June 17, 1841, aged 59. 

Wyllys I. Cadwell, who came to this 
town in 1799, and was successfully en- 
gaged in business, died in 1823, aged 
about 45. 

Wm. W. Cadwell, son of Wyllys I., for 
many years engaged in business, and also 
holding various town offices — justice of 
peace, overseer of the poor— died Dec. 17, 
1877, aged 78. 

Col. Abel Carter, a leading citizen of 
this town, born in Lancaster, Mass., died 
Jan. 9, 1869, aged 83, in Lowell, Mass. 

Lyman G. Camp, who came about 1830, 
was a contractor and builder, and Wash- 



ington County jailor many years. He died 
May 15, 1879, aged 84, leaving 5 daughters 
and 3 sons. 

Zebina C. Camp came in 1820 ; was a « 
contractor and builder of railroads, held the 
office of sergeant-at-arms of the State for 
several years, and the town office of road 
commissioner many years ; died Jan. 3, 
1 88 1, aged 76. 

Geo. W. CoUamer represented the town 
in the Legislature; was extensively en- 
gaged in manufacturing, and accumulated 
a large property ; died October 15, 1865, 
aged 62. 

Jacob Davis, Jr., son of Col. Jacob 
Davis, the first settler of the town, who 
came with his father at the age of 19 years, 
died May 4, 1851, aged 83. 

Thomas Davis, who was the youngest 
son of Col. Davis, was 17 at the time of 
its settlement. He was the builder and 
owner of the first Pavilion, and died Dec. 
17, 1864, aged 95 years. 

Anson Davis, son of Thomas, held va- 
rious town offices, and was some years 
sheriff; died Sept. 11, 1880, aged 71, leav- 
ing one son, James, residing in New York 
city. 

Simeon Dewey, one of the first settlers 
of the town of Berlin, but for the last 20 
years of his life residing in this village with 
his son, Dr. Julius Y. Dewey, died Jan. 11, 
1863, aged 92. 

Osman Dewey, son of Simeon, a worthy 
citizen, died Feb. 5, 1863, aged 68 years, 
leaving four sons, Frank, now a wealthy 
merchant of Boston ; Denison, Simeon and 
Orville, of Montpelier; two daughters, 
Mrs. John W. Clark, of this village, and 
Mrs. H. L Proctor, residing in Iowa. 

Amos Farley, a member of Montpelier 
Co. at Plattsburgh, in 181 2, and for many 
years foreman of the IVatchman office, 
died Feb. 5, 1836, aged 59. 

Gen. Shubael B. Flint was Brig. Gen. of 
the State militia several years, was engaged 
in the harness business some years, and 
died Dec. 18, 1856, aged 57. 

Stephen Freeman, engaged in the jew- 
elry business in town from 1864 until death, 
was an exceUent citizen; died Apr. 13, 
1872, aged 54. 
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Silas C. French, for many years engaged 
in the boot and shoe business in town, 
died Aug. 28, 1863, aged 79. 

Geo. P. Foster, for 15 years proprietor 
of the Union House, from 1865, an en- 
ergetic citizen, died Jan. i, 1881, aged 48, 
leaving one son, Chas. O. Foster. 

Fernando C. Gilman, a son of Jehial 
Gilman, born in Montpelier, was engaged 
many years in the manufacturing of car- 
riages in town, until his death, Nov. 26, 
1880, aged 56, leaving one son, Septimus 
C, now residing in Boston. 

David Gray, one of the early citizens of 
Montpelier, a member of Montpelier Co. 
at Plattsburgh, died Nov. 16, 1865, aged 
83. Two sons, men o£ property, William 
and David R., reside in town. 

John Gray came to Montpelier with his 
father in 1974, at the age of 8 years ; was 
a farmer, and accumulated a large prop- 
erty, in speculations, being an active busi- 
ness man. He died in the village, Dec. 
14, 1877, aged 91. 

Nehemiah Har\-ey came here in 1810; 
was a partner of Silas C. French in the 
shoe business many years, and died April 
22, 1869, aged 75. His two sons, Howard 
died in the West, and Alonzo K. in Mont- 
pelier. 

Robert Hargin, born in Ireland, came to 
Montpelier in 1832, was many years con- 
nected with the old Pavilion in Cottrills 
day ; was constable of the town several 
years, and an active member of the Meth- 
odist church, died Aug. 17, 1878, aged 64. 

Chester W. Houghton, proprietor many 
years of the old Union House, also en- 
gaged several years in the tin business, 
died May 26, 1826, aged 47. 

Abijah Howard came in an early day, 
held various town offices, was a much- 
respected citizen, a member of the Mont- 
pelier Co. at the battle of Plattsburgh, and 
died Dec. 30, 1840, aged 62. 

Edwin C. Holmes came to .Montpelier 
in 1826, when a boy ; became a successful 
merchant ; was a partner of Carlos Ban- 
croft about 20 years ; married a daughter 
of Capt. Isaac Riker; died May 17, 1871, 
aged 59, leaving a son, Edwin C, now re- 



siding in Texas, and a daughter, Helen* 
wife of Geo. Howes. 

Roger Hubbard, a brother of Captun 
Timothy Hubbard, came at an early day, 
and was engaged in business many yean. 
He was a member of the Montpelier Co. 
at Plattsburgh, and died Nov. 1848, aged 
65, leaving three sons, Erastus, Gustavns 
and George, the t^w> former resi di ng in 
town, and a daughter, Fanny, who married 
Martin Kellogg, and resides in New York. 

Chester Hubbard, another brother of 
Capt. Timothy, also came at aui early day ; 
was a successful business man, and died 
Aug. 27, 1832, aged 44, leaving one son, 
Timothy J., and a daughter, who married 
Anderson D. Dieter, a merchant of New 
Orleans, since a resident of MonQielier, 
and now deceased. 

Timothy J. Hubbard, who accumulated 
a handsome property in real estate specu- 
lations, died Nov. 7, 1880, aged 57. 

William B. Hubbard came here in iSjo, 
accumulated a large property in business, 
and died Nov. 21, 1871, aged 70 years, 
leaving one son, Wm. £., residing in town. 
Two daughters, Mrs. Geo. Wilder and 
Mrs. Kinsman, are both deceased. 

John Barnard Langdon, eldest son of 
Col. James H. Langdon, engaged in busi- 
ness in early life, died July 2, 1868, aged 
57, leaving one son, John B. Jr., now of 
Montpelier. 

Azro Loomis, merchant, of an early 
date, died in 1831. Left one son, Hora- 
tio S., of this town. 

Edwin C. Lewis, a boot and shoe mer- 
chant, died May 13, 1867, aged 57 years. 

Joel Mead came to Montpelier at an 
early day, and married Lucy, sister of Col. 
James H. Langdon ; was engaged in busi- 
ness; on the loth of March, 1838, was 
drowned by the breaking of the ice when 
crossing Lake Cham plain, aged 53 years. 
He left four sons, Almon A., of this town, 
James and Joel, now in the West, and 
Lucius, deceased, and a daughter, who 
married Harr\' S. Boutwell, of this town." 
His widow is yet living, aged 92. 

I^vi Pierce, druggist and apothecary, a 
worthy young man, died at the age of 36, 
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Jan. 19, 1864, leaving two sons, Clarence 
C. and John C. 

Addison L. Paige, for many )'ears in the 
livery business, and also held the office of 
sheriff, died April 4, 1865, aged 55. 

Loom is Palmer came in 1829, was en- 
gaged in business several years, and died 
Apr. 9, i?75, aged 63. 

Dea. Alfred Pitkin, who was engaged in 
trade many years from about 1820, died 
Oct. 26, i855f aged 64. His only son, 
Alfred Jr., died Oct. 8, 1846, aged 22. 

Orrin Pitkin, engaged in the meat busi- 
ness for about 50 years, from 1820, died 
April 25, 1879, aged 76. His youngest son 
Charles C, died in Montpelier, Sept. 11, 
1872, aged 19. 

Nathaniel Proctor came at an early day, 
was a member of the Montpelier Co. at 
the battle of Plattsburgh, and died Mar 31 , 
1866, aged 88. 

Dr. Chas. R. Pell, an excellent citizen, 
who opened a dental office in town in 187 1, 
died Mar. 4, 1881, aged 35, leaving four 
sons all in their teens. 

Luther Poland, father of the Hons. Luke 
P. and Joseph Poland, came in 1850; was 
engaged in lumbering, and died June 16, 
1880, aged 90. 

Luman Rublee came in 18 18, was en- 
gaged in the hat manufacturing business 
many years, and died May 12, 1879, ^g^^ 
86. (See biography ofDr. C. M. Rublee.) 
\ Barnabas Snow, an esteemed resident 
of the town, born in Montpelier, 1797, 
died June 30, 1873 ? married a sister of Car- 
los Bancroft, by whom he had 3 daughters, 
Mrs. N. C. Tabor, Mrs. Luther Cree, of 
Montpelier, and Mrs. Watson of Mass. 

Philip Sprague, son of the Hon. Wooster 
Sprague, who was president of the horti- 
cultural society .of Boston, died Aug. 6, 
1874, aged 44. 

Isaiah Silver, for many years a leading 
merchant in town, died May 5, 1865, aged 
74, . leaving five sons, George, William, 
Albert, Charles E., and Henry D., a 
sergt. of Co. F of ist U. S. artillery, who 
had the honor of planting the American 
flag on the bloody hill of Cerro Gordo, in 
the Mexican war. He died at San Juan 
de Ulloa, Mexico, June 7, 1848. 

67 



William S. Smith came in 1841 ; was en- 
gaged in the produce business until his 
death. Mar. 19, 1870, aged 62, leaving one 
son, Carlos L., and two daughters, one, 
now wife of Wm. O. Standish, all of Mont- 
pelier. 

Peter G. Smith, colored, came to Mont- 
pelier in 1832, and opened hair-dressing 
rooms, which business he continued in 
until death ; was a citizen of the highest 
character, respected by all of his towns- 
men. He died Dec.^7, 1878, aged 71. 

Wm. S. Storrs came in 1823, was en- 
gaged in business many years, and died 
Mar. 5, 1870, aged 65. His two sons 
were killed in the Rebellion. (See war 
record, page 350.) 

Josiah Town came in 18 10, and com- 
menced business, which he continued until 
his death, March 30, 1826, aged 49, leav- 
ing two sons, Josiah, who died Sept. 20, 
1832. aged 31, and Ira S., a jeweler of 
this village. 

Preston Trow came in 1830, was en- 
gaged in house building, and accumulated 
a handsome property. He died Oct. i, 
1879, aged 69. 

Dr. B. O. Tyler came to Montpelier in 
1852, and engaged in the druggist busi- 
ness for some years; died May 21, 1878, 
aged 80. 

Elisha Town, an inventor of consider- 
able note, taking out several patents, 
died Apr, 12, 1844, aged 63, leaving 
five sons, Snow, Samuel, Benjamin, Bar- 
nard, and a physician residing in Marsh- 
field. The first four, whose ages are from 
60 to 76, all reside in town, within a few 
rods of where they were born, each being 
a few rods from each othjr. 

John Taplin, Esq., one of the first and 
leading settlers of the town of Berlin, 
(see Berlin,) but'residing the last years of 
his life in Montpelier with his children, 
was married twice. By his first wife he 
had 12 children ; by his second, 9, all but 
one living — that being accidentally scalded 
in infancy— to maturity, marrying, and 
settling down as the heads of families, thus 
furnishing an instance of £unily fruitful- 
ness and health which perhaps never had a 
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paraUel in the State of Vermont. He died 
Nov. 1835, aged 87. 

Jackson A. Vail, Esq., son of Joshua Y. 
Vail, represented the (own in the Legisla- 
ture, (see Washington Co. Bar,) and died 
Apr. 16, 1871, aged 56. 

Col. Asahel Washburn, a highly esteem- 
ed citizen, being the originator of Sunday- 
schools in Vermont, died Apr. 9, 1856, 
aged 84. 

Gamaliel Washburn, for upwards of 30 
years a worthy resident of Montpelier, and 
for several holding the office of sheriff and 
jailor, was a Mason of the highest degrees 
in the Masonic order. He died Dec. 28, 
1868, aged 66, leaving three sons, Miles, 
now of Boston ; Geo. C.» a physician of 
Waterbury ; and Justus W. F., of Mont- 
pelier; and two daughters, Mrs. D. S. 
Wheatley, of this town, and Mrs. Emory 
Bailey, of Boston. 

Chas. Wood, son of Cyrus Wood, en- 
gaged in the tin business several years, 
and died Feb. 5, 1864, aged 54, leaving one 
son, Charles E. 

Jonathan E. Wright, a most esteemed 
dtizen, son of Rev. Chester Wright, was 
several years engaged in business in town, 
removed to Boston, where he continued 
in business about 20 years, and returned to 
Montpelier, where he died, May 9, 1872, 
aged 61, leaving one son, Rev. J. Edward 
Wright, pastor of the Church of the 
Messiah, Fanny, a daughter, having de- 
ceased some years since. 

ADDITIONAL CITIZENS' NECROLOGY. 

1857 Abbott, Christopher 29 

1875 Abbott, Timothy 49 

1880 Ainsworth, Nathaniel D 52 

1827 Bacon, Samuel 27 

1838 Bancroft, Henry 24 

1848 Bancroft? Azro 29 

1845 Bancier, Ambrosie Jr 24 

1847 Bancier, Ambrosie. 67 

1862 Bancier, Louis 52 

1834 Baldwin, Edward 33 

1839 Barton, David 57 

1867 Bickford, Ebenezer 57 

1875 Bixbv, Luther 59 

1837 Bigefow, Silas. 37 

1880 BLsconers, John 45 

1877 Benway, Eli 59 

1872 Belair, Edward 55 

1878 Braley, Andrew J 50 

1853 Bryant, Jeremiah 56 
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870 Bryant, Henry. 

846 Brooks, Zolates 

828 Brooks, Lorenzo D. 23 

866 Brockway, Abner 49 

874 Brown, Josiah L 64 

844 Brown, Stewart 6$ 

849 Broody, Mathew 22 

843 Buckley, Francis 56 

874 Bumham, Lewis «. 68 

874 Buswell, George M 51 

833 Buzzel, Joseph 68 

874 Butterfly, Napoleon 19 

880 Buck, Dana 62 

828 Campbell, Henry 49 

830 Campbell, David 18 

833 Carr, Samuel Af> 

836 Carrigan, John 48 

836 Caravan, John 27 

866 Carpenter, David 59 

844 Cartemarche, David 45 

881 Carson, Thomas 31 

862 Chase, Austin 22 

842 Clark. Ira 24 

873 Clark, Bradley M $4 

839 Oeaves, Charles R 45 

868 Qifford, Thomas 02 

872 Clough, Moses 56 

874 Coffey, Richard 23 

831 Collins, Salvin 62 

875 Cowdry, Daniel 64 

852 Conners, James 54 

859 Cree, George 

849 Crosby, Nicholas 62 

867 Cross, Gustavus 34 

852 Cross, Albert A 36 

853 Culver, John W 33 

837 Cutler, Miles 40 

841 Cutler, Prentiss 33 

875 Cutler, Timothy B 66 

828 Cutler, Jonathan 56 

854 Culver. D. W 38 

865 Currier, John Q 4ri 

865 Cutting, Israel ^ 68 

845 Day, Benjamin 24 

854 Darling, Joseph 38 

863 Dewey, Osman 68 

864 Dewey, SamueL 45 

878 Dieter, Anderson D 53 

Doty, H 38 

Dotv, John 65 

Dodge, Jacob F 56 



841 
861 
838 



879 Dodge, Theodore A 65 

866 Ducnarme, Francis 46 

834 Dugar, Horace 25 

842 Dumas, Joseph 49 

853 Dumas, Edward 26 

835 Dunninc, Mr 31 

843 Eaton, Leonard 42 

848 Emerson, Orin 45 

875 Ed^erly, Albert W 27 

871 Estis, Capt. Geo. W .60 

872 Fales, Chas. H 22 

844 Foster, Deacon 44 

847 Foster, Douglas 47 
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1879 

1831 
1850 
1826 
1871 
1843 
185 1 
1865 
1877 
1877 
1877 
1877 
1S41 
I8S7 
1841 
'839 
1842 
1869 
"875 
1878 
1871 
187s 
1875 
1866 
1877 
1847 
1K33 
1826 
1830 

1843 
1842 
'843 
187 1 



1873 

1854 
I8S3 
1879 
1879 

1876 



1848 
1852 
1844 
1841 
1880 
1836 
i«S9 
1859 
'8S3 
I8s6 
1868 
18SI 
1845 
1835 
1851 
1841 



Fish, Orville E 21 

Finn, John 33 

Frssier. Daniel 32 

French, Hent7 28 

Fuller, David 64 

Gaylord, Thomas 67 

Gauthier, Jiimes 15 

Oilman, J. D 29 

Oilman. Jehial 60 

Gireaux, John B 68 

Gerard, Peter 19 

Gerard. Joseph 18 

Gary, Kphraim 67 

Gary, William H 30 

Gravlin. Peter 54 

Gravlin, Joseph 28 

Gleason, Dr. Jacob 34 

GreenoiiRh. ra 34 

(iri'oii, Wciley 21 

Gould, Rodney 55 

Gould, Lorenzo D 48 

Gould, Orlando 28 

Gray. James 57 

Gray. William 21 

Gray. Mark W 28 

Guernsey. Madison 57 

Guernsey. Lorenzo U 66 

Guernsey, Mr 47 

Hall Georf;e 35 

Hatch, Timothy 36 

Hatch, Enoch 38 

Hatch, Jeremiah 52 

Hatch, Ira 29 

Hal!, Moses E 35 

Hayward, R. B 34 

Har\'ey, Alonzo K 41 

Harran, John 41 

Hawley, Cieorje P 60 

Haskins, Curtis 50 

Hazard. George 64 

Hersey, Heman F 50 

Mersey, Elijah 68 

Heaton, Volnev 37 

Heath. Theron H 18 

Haven, William T 46 

Hibbard, Edwin S 37 

Hines, John N 48 

Hollis, Charies H 46 

Holmes, Ebenezer 85 

Holmes, BarzUlai 44 

Hopkins, Nathaniel SS 

Howes, Solon 22 

Houghlon, Rev. James C 69 

Houghton, Lucius 36 

Htirne, William 29 

Howland. James 60 

Hyde. George 23 

Hubbard. Elijah 

Hubbard. Zadock 2$ 

Hubbard, William L 34 

Hutchins, James 39 

Hulchins, William 38 

Hutchins, Orison 39 

Jacques, Thomas 30 



Jenkins, James 33 

Jennings, Solomon 31 
on,i.,Valson 57 

Joi«., lame. *. 

Jones. Elmer 21 

Jones. William 18 

Johnson, D. P 28 

Johnson, Willis 63 

johonnott, Peter M 

Kane, Moses 48 

Kimball, Jacob F 46 

Kimball, Seth ....4a 

Kilbourne, Ralph 57 

Kilboume, Dr. G. H 32 

Kilbourne, Edward R 20 

Kinsman, Newell 63 

Kinsman. John A 

Kinson. William K s6 

Koeler, Andrew 43 

Kent. Htrmon C 69 

Uidd, EzraW 41 

Ladam, Joseph 43 

Lamb. Center 40 

Lamphere, Mr 65 

Lawrence, David 35 

Lawrence. Isaac 63 

Lawrence, Charles 65 

Lease, Gerdin 65 

Leland. James 64 

Lewis. David 65 

Lllllelon. Samuel 56 

Luce HubWd 35 

Lyman, Simeon 45 

Marsh, Lewis 31 

Marsh, William D 41 

Marsh. Ezra 67 

Marsh, Emerson 18 

Marsh. Julian 39 

Marsh, John 35 

Mathieu, Edmund 33 

Mailhot, Eustache 61 

Mathieu. James 80 

Mead, Samuel 40 

Medler, Patrick 62 

McKay, Alba 36 

McC-iully, James 63 

McClure, William F 19 

McCue, John Jo 

Mclntire, Timothy 25 

McFarland Jimes 56 

Miller. Albert 38 

Miller, John 47 

Milliken, Dr Edward 39 

Morse, Almon C 38 

Mosely Harmon G 45 

Myers, Leslie 31 

Neveaux, Dieu D 41 

Newton, Jcduthan 38 

Newhall, Joseph 43 

O'Nicl, Xnomas 21 

Owen. Ira 47 

Parker, John 45 

Parker, Josiah L 35 

Parker, Temple W S7 
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Park. William 63 

Patterson, James 64 

Paine, Richard 74 

Paddock, James 67 

Pitkin. WilUam L 38 

Pitkin, Alfred 22 

Pitkin, Charles C 20 

Peck, Ichabod 62 

Peck, Moses 68 

Percival, Thomas 35 

Phinney, Elisha 

Phinney, Jay 26 

Potter, Luther 20 

Prescott, Enoch H 31 

Poland, Charles F 28 

Prentiss, Geoi^e 24 

Reed, Tames M 48 

Reynolds, Elisha 52 

Redfield, Frederick 22 

Rice, Thomas P 60 

Rich, George 46 

Richardson, James M 45 

Richardson, Redfield J 21 

Rivers, Paul 60 

Rivers, Felix 35 

Ripley, Franklin 24 

Rowell, Hiram 26 

Robinson, Geo. W 34 

Robinson, Charles C 22 

Robinson, Nelson A 63 

Safford, Charles 37 

Sanders, Otis 29 

Sargent, John P 35 

Sanoorn, Lucius L 32 

Scott, Samuel P 70 

Shepard, Leander 40 

Sherburne, Enoch 18 

Sherburne, Henry 67 

Simonds, George 22 

Slade, Thomas 50 

Smalley, Waters B 48 

Smith, Dr. Hart 33 

Smith, George H 35 

Smith, Leander W 37 

Smith, Alexander 55 

Smith, Walter J 19 

Stearns, Lewis 63 

Staples, John W 69 

Sterling, Henry 31 

Stickney, Orin 37 

Stickney, Asa 34 

Stickney, William 55 

St. John, Andrew, Jr 27 

St. Onge, Mitchell 67 

Skinner, Ephraim C 39 

Sullivan, Timothy 64 

Taplin, Guy C 42 

Thombury, Philip 19 

Town, Josiah 31 

True, Ziba R 62 

True, Charles H 35 

Tyler, Lorenzo D 62 

Tuller, Martin 21 

Tuthill, William 60 



852 Wainwright, Alfred 62 

846 Warner, M. D 

850 Walsh, William 42 

851 Wilder, A. W. Sr 57 

846 Washburn, Judah 58 

844 Washburn, Ephraim 45 

840 Walton, Edward 

850 Walton, John 56 

862 Weed, Nathan 41 

843 Whiten, David 37 

849 Whitney, Levi 45 

849 Wheelock, Loomis 42 

849 Witherell. Elijah 32 

862 Wing, David 45 

856 Wing, A. Sidney 61 

867 Wing, Christopher C 33 

856 Wing, Lemuel B 36 

850 Wing, M>Ton 27 

854 Wing, Melvin 

830 Worcester, William 22 

872 Wright, Jerome 29 

839 York, Chester 29 

834 Young, James 34 

C. DE F. BANCROFT. 

GREEN MOUNT CEMETERY. 

History from : Serrlees at the Dedleatlon of G 
Mount Cemeterr, Montpeller. Vt.. Sept. 15. 
Published by order of the OonioilseloDers. 
lisr: E.F, WaUon^ Jr. ^printer ^ 186ft. 

Calvin J. Keith, (see page 47) who 
died in 1853, left a bequest of $1000 in bis 
will for "purchasing a suitable place for a 
burying-ground in Montpelier, and inclos- 
ing and planting trees in the same," and 
named Constant W. Storrs with the trust- 
ees of his estate to **lay out the ground into 
lots and dispose of the same at a reasona- 
ble price, reserving a portion to be given 
gratuitously to the poor. The amount re- 
ceived for lots to be used by said trustees in 
improving said ground and in planting the 
same thickly with trees." To the liberality 
and public spirit of this gift, **the town 
responded equally liberal, and at the next 
annual meeting appointed Hezekiah H. 
Reed, James T. Thurston and Stoddard 
B. Colby a committee to act on the behalf 
of the town" with the trustees. The joint 
committee purchased of Isaiah Silver at a 
cost of $2210 about 40 acres, which are 
now inclosed and constitute Green Mount 
Cemetery, work on which was commenced 
in the Autumn of 1854. By act of the 
Legislature that same year, the whole man- 
agement was vested in five commissioners 
to be chosen by the town ; Elisha P. Jew- 
ett, Hezekiah H. Reed, Charles Reed, 
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James T. Thurston and George Langdon 
were elected at the annual March meeting 
1855, the first board of commissioners. 



us. Let not the ceremony, in which we 
engage, be merely listless and formal ; but 
ennsting our minds and hearts, may it send 
them forth to the contemplation of that 



The town at the .same time placing at their j promised inheritance of Thy people, where 
disposal to defray the expenses of the Cem- '. there is neither death nor the grave, and 



etery $5000. The grounds were so for 
completed as to be dedicated with the 
usual forms and exercises Sept. 15, 1855. 
Dedication Services. — Chant, written for 



where no funeral monument and no conse- 
crated sepulchre shall ever be seen to indi- 
cate the mortality and to mark the corrup- 
tion of its inhabitants. For however beau- 
tiful and attractive we may make this place 



the occa.sion, by Col. H. D. Hopkins, per- ; of sepulture, we yet confess. Great God, 



formed by the Union Choir Association, 

words. Psalm 90, adapted ; reading of the 

Scriptures by Rev. F. D. Hemmenway : 

Man that is born of a woman is of few 
days and full of trouble. He cometh forth 



that it is, in all its parts, significant of our 
transitory and perishing estate, and that its 
various attractions cannot conceal from our 
thoughts the solemn use to which it is de- 
voted, and the still more solemn fact that 
makes its use imperative. We beseech 



as a flower and is cut down— 7<7^. . . . Thee, that as often as we visit this spot, it 

And Abraham stood up from before his may suggest the most serious and salutary 

dead, and sjmke unto the sons of Heth, 1 reflections, and lead to the most earnest 

saying : I am a stranger and a sojourner and holy purposes. And while we may 

with you, givemeapossession of a burying- here attest our considerate and generous 

place, that I may bury my dead. . • • | affection for the dead, let this common 

And the field of Ephron, . . . the home of us all, teach us most impressively 

field and the cave which was therein and our duties to the living. As we here dis- 

all the trees that were in the field, that cover the certain destination to which we 

were in all the borders round about were are all tending, may we learn wisdon^ to 

made sure unto Abraham for a possession guide us amid the various relations of hfe, 

in the presence of the children of Heth. — and find fresh and strong incentives to the 

Genesis. . . Behold I show you a mys- performance of every duty, and to the cul- 

tery ; we shall not all sleep, but we shall tivation of every grace. May we look to 

all be changed. Inamoment in thetwink- Him, Who, from out of the darkness of 

ling of an eye at the last trump. — \st Cor. the grave, has brought life and immortal- 

. . . ity to light, and in His gospel spoken to us 

Prayer—^)' Rev. Wm. H. Lord: of a resurrection from the dust of the 

Almighty and most merciful God, the ^^'■^^- "^^^ ^"^ *^^J^ ^^^^J) to cherish and 

Father of our spirits and Framer of our f^ Y,^"^ Jjl^ »\«P« ^^ f ^et er life revealed 

bodies: itbecometh us to recognize Thee S-^*'^xrJ^''''?n ^"""^ ^? ^^'T .\^'^i^^' 'k 

at this time, and adore thy glorious Maj- "^"^» ^*^« will soon destroy death and rob 

esty. Thou hast formed us out of the dust the grave of its victims. And when we 

of the earth, and passed upon us the irre- ^°"^""^ ^^^^ ^^J^^^^ °^ ?"[; fr^^Jl?^, ^?. *^^ 

versible sentence of Thy holiness; dust consecrated earth, may it be with the lively 

thou art, and unto dust thou shalt return, and assured hope, that through the blood 

We acknowledge the justice of the decree ^^ J^^f ^*^"«*' appropriated by faith, we 

which consign! these earthly tabernacles S^X ^ ^^ ^f "'^^^^^ '"^ Thy kingdom of 

of our spirits^ to the darknesk and silence blessedness, to go no more out forever 

of the giave. And as we contemplate the "^ V^lf ^"^ P^^^^' ^""^ ""^^ 7^' 

multitudes of successive generations, who "^'"f' J^ther. Son and Holy Ghost, be 

have all returned to the eSth from whence everlasting praises ; Amen, 

they sprang, our^earts are impressed with Address — By Rev. F. W. Shelton : 

the reality of Thy government over us. We stand upon a hill-side which, almost 

and with the solemnity of our present con- yesterday, lay unreclaimed in its original 

dition and future destiny. And most Holy | wildness, and now already it begins to 

Father, as we are now assembled in this look like an embellished garden. Art has 

place, to consecrate to our own use, and to redeemed it from its rude estate, with an 

the use of the generations that .shall follow almost magic transformation. It has its 

us, this burial place for the dead, we be- winding walks, and will have its shady 

seech Thee, that serious thoughts of the avenues. It is the most choice position in 

greatness and majesty of Thine adminis- this valley, and its natural sur£sice presents 

tration, and of our own weakness and frail- the charm of great variety. There is no 



ty, may take possession of us. Remind 
us, we pray Thee, of our personal relations 
to thy moral law, and to the future before 



stretch of landscape, in this neighborhood, 
around the abodes of the living, which can 
vie in beauty with this Paradise which you 
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now dedicate, as the resting place of your 
beloved dead. And it is easy to predict 
what its aspect will be in a few years, 
when its remaining roughness shall have 
been assuaged : when e\-ery returning sum- 
mer shall bring with it a richer shadow, 
and an added bloom -. — when affection 
shall have beautified it in every nook, and 
watered its flowers with tears. 
On this occasion, so fraught with sol- 



hand was always open with a generous 
largess, and who devised a portion of his 
wealth for so benevolent an end. The 
heart is cold in death which lately throbbed 
with sympathy for the living, but if no 
chiselled shaft should rise ingratltudeupon 
the height to bear the record of his vir- 
tues, this spot shall be his noblest monu- 
ment. Peace to his ashes. 

You, too. have done well, and have re- 
sponded to a true sentiment in consecra- 
ting these acres to a purpose so hallowed. 
Here, indeed, the hu.sbandman shall not 
put in the grain, nor shall the plough-boy 
carol, nor shall the waving corn be seen 
upon these hills. They snail receive the 
eerms of a richer harvest in their 
bosom. This land shall not change hands. 
It is the inalienable heritage of the dead 
forever. It is their riches, their right, 
their possession : — theirs, with all its 
abundant variety of hill and dale, and 
rocks, and flowing water: — a little dust, 
but it is enough to satisfy the wants of 
many. It will be protected with a jealous 
care, and none will be so nide in instinct 
as to pluck a flower. The winds alone 
shall rifle the buds which grow in this gar- 
den, and the frosts of heaven shall nip 
Iheir heads. The laws which truly guard 
it, are not the statutes inscribed on pillars ; 
they are those which are gra\-en deep in 
human nature : and the sentinels which 
keep watch over the tomb, are the most 
delicate sensibilities of the heart. Thus 
shall it descend as a burial place from gen- 
eration to generation, till it shall become 
50 rich and holy with beloved dust, that all 
the treasures upon earth would not wrest 
it from your possessitin. It is now offered, 
with all its boundaries which lie beneath 
tlliHie skits. The deeds will be presented 



An innate sentiment teaches us to have 
respect to the aslies of the departed. Thus 
when the .spark of life is fled, the mourner 
stands long to gaie upon the casket which 
contained the jewel. Tenderly does he 
close the eyes which shall know no more 



"their wonted fires," and imprints a last 
kiss on the lips which Death has sealed. 
He scatters flowers upon the silent bosom. 
He enrobes the form of the sleeper in fair 
and while habiliments, and at last tnsilence 
and in sorrow commits it to the pnrifviog 
monid ; — earth to earth, — ashes to a^tes, 
— dust to dust. Nor does he rest con- 
tented when he has put it from his sight 
with the latest ceremonials which decency 
requires. He guards the sacred spot from 
each pro&ne mtrusion, and there he lin- 
gers long, if he has loved well. 

We find a care for sepulture existing by 
the proof of earliest records. 

"Abkaham stood up, and bowed him- 
self to the peopU of the land, even to the 
children of Heth. And he communed 
with them, saying, 'If it be your mind 
that I should bury my dead out of my 
sight, hear me. and intreA for me to 
Kphon the son of Zohar. thai he may give 
me the cave of Machpelah, which he hatti, 
which Ls in the end of his field ; for as 
much money as it is worth be shall ^ve it 
me. for a possession of a burial place 
among you.'" — Gen. 23. 7-9. 

Ail people have exhibited Ibe like trait 
of humanity. The dreamy Turk will leai-c 
the living crowd which is by the Bosphorus, 
and sit all day beside the graves of his 
kindred. The red man of the forest cher- 
ishes within him the same germ and attri- 
bute of a higher civilization : for as a hard 
fate drives the tribes still onward to the 
" Father of Waters." the List thoughts of 
their hearts is directed towards the spots 
where rest the bones of their fathers. 

He who does \iolence to such a send- 
ment, lacks even the refinement of the 
sai'age. It is the tendency of the age to 
disregard in some things that which the 
past held sacred, and to bear them down in 
a \'ast development of physical means and 
physical energy. Thatutihty is short-sight- 
ed which sh^dl ever trample on the dictates 
of a genuine decency. Thepjramids still 
rise sublime, with no better base than the 
sands of the desert : but we must only 
look for ruins where Mammon builds his 
altars on a dead man's bones. 

When we gaze ujjon this crowd, in con- 

■ction with the object which has brought 

em here, and consider how la[ge a part 
of it shall, at some time or other, be dis- 
solved and mingle with this surrounding 
dust, it awakens a throb of feeling to 
which words cannot do justice. There is 
a poclrv, it is (rue, connected with the cul- 
tivation of rural cemeteries : but I trust 
thai il is something better than the senti- 
meiit.tlism which is without depth and 
vapiil. For it is not the ih.irm, which we 
may throw around these melancholy places, 
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that can deprive death of its sting, or ' passed away, — from its location by nature, 

soften one shadow on the brow of the it will be only a village still. 

King of Terrors. It is not that the dark- This place shall be a city ; the youngest 

ness of the grave can be mitigated, because here present may live to see how it snail 

the outside of it is beautified like a garden, outstrip the other, in the number of its 

nor that the sleeper will rest more softly on inhabitants. There will be no such compact 

a bed which is perfumed with violets. It masses and ranks of men in yonder streets 

will be as cold and hard and dark beneath as shall be assembled here. Thus death 

the clod, as if no garlands were above gains upon life in all places, until life shall 

it. But the teachings of a holy faith can gain the final victory over death, 

give a meaning to such adornments, and On the border of that village there is 

surround them with a tender solace, as the already a cemetery of the dead, but it 

emblems of an immortal bloom. would soon be overcrowded. It clamors al- 

Itis because of the effect which they ready for a larger domain. Thus necessity 

will have upon ourselves, and not for any itself has coincided with feeling in selecting 

good which they wUl do the silent sleepers, a more ample and eligible place. There 

To be occupied in such pious rites, is to are many tender and touching associations, 

disengage us a little from the world's in- no doubt, connected with that spot, for its 

crustations ; to break asunder from the consecration is coeval with the settlement 

bonds of a prevailing selfishness ; to pay of this \nllage. How many tears have 

that which Ls due to memory, and raise our fallen on its hitherto untroubled and quiet 

eyes to the halo which invests the future, graves. There the child slumbers, and the 

It is to gain strength for ourselves to look young man, cut down in the nobility of his 

down fearlessly into the portals of the sol- strength ; there the blossoms of the almond 

emn tomb ; to pay in thought, and study, tree have fallen ; there the lovely daughter 

and reflection, something of what we owe has been borne away, when bursting into 

to the characters of the good and noble, the grace of womanhood, and when 

We know that man but* poorly, whom we ^ ., ,.^ . .^ ^ ^ 

u^. ^ 11 u 1 1- • -T-L ConiumpUoii, like a worm In the bud, 

nave only known when he was living. The Preyed on her damask cheek." 

best may be said only to begin to liv^ when There, truly, are deposited the richest 



ou shall 



the grave has closed upon them I speak treasures whicl. you had on earth, 
not this of their own destiny, but their y^,^ j^ j^ j^ve and tenderness y 
major influence IS given forth only when jj^j^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ ,^^i ^^ ^ ^ 
they have ceased to be It is the memory „;„ ^^ ^„, ^^ ^,j,^„ „„^ ^^S „ ^earranM a 
of their lives, more than their very lives. ^^,„^^ ^y^^ ,^ . ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^S 
which can sink at last into our hearts. ^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^ / j, j.^^^^.^^ „^ 
or fully exhibit their own. They are ,^,„ ^^^^ afterwarcf to smooth their 
like those things which we might not ^,3^.^,^ ^ed, to recall their virtues, to re- 
have noticed, it they had not passed „ew your vows of constancy, and to say.- 
by. So. the nver rolls on over an and -My Father! my Mother! my Brother! 
Undscape. but when its chiefest volume ^gi^j^^, ^y^child! forget thee!- 
has left the banks, then the vegetation -^ -^ ^ 
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springs up It is from the past. tLe past. ^^^^^;^^ ^y, ^^^^ ^j,^ ^^ 

that we gather all our wusdom and live a ; ^^^^ „f \^^^ t„ ^^^^^ ^ ^. 

housand ;,ears m a day. Thus we see g^j^ge. Hither, when the winter is pist, 

ha 1 springs from a refined motive, and ^^en the rain is over and gone, when the 

hat Its tendency IS salutary when we seek fl^^^^ j,„ ^he eart^. and the time 

o adorn a spot like this. It is to chensh ^f ^^ ^^^ ^f y^ds is ^ome, and the 

the memory of th<»e who have gone before voice of the hirtle is heard in our land; 

us. and to show that love is not an empty ^jj^^^^ ^j^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^,5^^^ 

^^"^^' with mellow tints and hectic colors ; and 

•* How sleep Uie brave, who sink to real, you will reflect uDon it without a pang, and 

^tSl Jpfc'IS^iW.SrSiid, y«>V yo««|:>ves w.ll covet no better lot than 

Kcturni lo drek their hallowed niouid, at last to lie down With these sleepers. 
She tbere tbiill dreM m awecter w>d ,,,. .. .... , .. . 

Thiin Fancr't fMt have ever trod." Who ever thought these rocks and jageed 

, . ... . J .L r hUls, which Nature fashioned in her wild- 

In surveying this spot, and the uses for ^^ ^,^ ghould so suggest the idea of 
which It IS designed, some might be dis- .^^J jjo love of sordirweal could have 

posed to inquire-what need of these ex- Accomplished that which you have thU 

tensive domains ? At a httle distance from ^ a5,ieved by your affecUon. Well 

where we are now standing, among thwe ^/ i^^^^^t i ^^Ich towers sublime, 

wi d Green Mountains, there is a Eumble ^^^ ^ y^,^ ^^jj ^^„ before his eyes. 

village in the valley. It is full of thnft •' 

and industry, yet when centuries shall have * Cdnerk Hump. 
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to gaze on this assembled multidude. goodness, and relate their worth and v^iii 

Here shall the rough rocks be transformed ' excellence : are ever hallowed in the miiu 

to snowv marble ; but if no sculpture mem- of men. We do, then, give utterance i 

orized the dead, these glorious hills would the common sentiments of human natnr 

be a monument. Yon silver stream shall when we comply with your request, ai 

chant a constant requiem. What spot formally consecrate and set apart, to its d 

more silent and select than this among the signed and appropriate uses, this Cem 

' gorgeous scener\' of the mountains, where tery. 

j Summer paints her richest contrasts, and w^e do now, therefore, dedicate all th 

Winter strews her costliest jewelry around ground, herein described, stretching fro 

the realms of Death \ There is an Echo Xts rockv battlements on the east to i 

, here which mocks the ear, but wakes up fljntv ramparts on the west ; from its lof 

: s>'mpathies within the heart. The chaunt- nortiiern boundar>', along down its sloph 

ing voices and the rich harmonic chords, ^i^^^. . ^j^h its central mounds, its alluvi 

} which just went up into the open sky, re- heart, and its interval reaching near to ti 

[[ turned in undulations, fainter still to mor- banks of the beautiful river that flows at i 

|» tal sense, but never obsolete. Even now ^^se ; with ^11 its trees and rocks, its \-a 

com^stealing back the soul of wild flowers w-s and hills, its springs and ravines ; irii 

on the soft, Septembral breeze. It is all its arranged and stiff unfinished lots : i 

Death alone which dies. 1 his is the ^e a perpetual possession unto us and i 

Chnstian s solace. This shall cheer the q^^ children, as a place where we nu 

mourning crowds which wind through yon- piou^lv bur>' our dead, and rear over the 

der gateway, when they come to lay be- ^shes ' the s>Tnbols of our aflfection, an 

neath the turf the loved and lost. All who ^^e mementoes of their worth. We ded 

are in the grave shall come forth, for this ^^^ j^^ as ^ pi^ce of reverent and moun 

corruptible must put on incorruption, and f^,^ ^.^t sweet recollections, of the departec 

this mortal must put on Immortality. ^f f,igh and solemn contemplation upo 

Presentation of the title deeds by H. H. the uncertainty o{ human life and its cc 

Reed, Esq..in behalf ot the commissioners. : J?ip ^^^^iP)' ^ ^^ ^."O"? P?T^?f«« ?^ J^^ 
.... 7- 1, « r^ T J living and preparation for death : of cheei 

Deiftcalwn.^liy Rev. Dr. Lord. ^1 ^^^ glorious anticipations of that tim 

Sir : We receive these Title Deeds as when the graves shall be opened, and th 
representing and describino; these beautiful ' dead, both small and great, shall com 
and extensive grounds, which have been se- , forth to the promised resurrection, and re 
lected with so much taste, and enclosed new, amid scenes far brighter than these 
^ and arranged with so great propriety and \ the holy affections and the pious friend 

i beauty, for the purpose of a burial place ships of their primeval abode. And while 

• for our dead. The munificent provision of i we consecrate it to the dead, we commil 

one of our citizens, together with the un- 1 it also to the generous care of the living; 
usual and noble lil)erality of the town, in ' with the hope, that it may be preser\-ed id 
furnishing the large means to procure and ' its present loveliness ; with the prayer, that 

! embellish such a spot as this, have been whenever its turf may be broken, it shall 

I; equalled onl^- by the energy, the economy 

and discretion with whicn you have ap- 
plied them. In reaching the close of your 
labors, you have far exceeded our anticipa- 
tions ; and now present to us a lot, in it- 
self, and in all its arrangements, perfectly 
adapted to the use for which it was de- 
signed, and most fit to be consecrated for- 
ever to the purpose of christian sepulture. 
It has ever been the practice, both of 

humanity and of religion, to commemorate ] Here ail the months the year may know 

I the dead by material monuments, and to; shaii watch this " E«ien of the Dead,- 

T regard the spot, which furnished a restin^^ I To wreathe with flowers or crown with sbow 

I l)lace for their bodies, as peculiarly sacred, j T»»« 'ireamless sleeper's narrow bed. 

The enclosures wherein the si)irit of love , And when aiH»v€ its graves we kneel, 
and mourning has perpetuated, by the KesiKniug to the mouidorinK uru 
planted flower, by the rude cross, by the' Thoft-u-nds whose sUent hearts shall fwi 

k simple stone, by the marble shaft, or by I No bahny summer's glad return ; 

; the maicnificent massive monument, some ^ , ,, , ^ , . 

'=*. . x-r • r 1 •! 1 r Each marble shaft our hands may rear, 

traces ot the affection ot children, of par- ' ^^ ^^^^ ^.,,^^ ^^^^ ^ j„^j „ ^,^.^„^ 
ents and of friends, and which recall the | ghaii m lu chiselled column, here, 
images of youth and beauty, of wisdom and j to point our tcamii eyes to Heaven. 



be but to receive to its keeping the body 
of one who believes in our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ, as the Resurrection and 
the Life. 

Hymn — By Charles G. Eastman. 

Hits fliirest spot of hill and frtade. 

Where blooms the 0ower and waves the tree. 
And silver streams delight the shade. 

We consecrate, O Death, to thee. 
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Bmuiikliou — l(y Rev. K, U. Hemmenway. 

Titus was this most beautiful indosure 
dedicated lo Monipelier's dead, just 27 
years ago this fall. Tht number of inter- 
ments to date, Dec. 24, 1881, is 999, Sim- 
eon Lyman, a merchant, buried Oct. 3, 
'855, aged 45 years, being the first. 

A thousand times the turf has already 
Ijeen broken in <:reen Mount to receive the 
household props of this people, the treas- 
ures of its happy homes. We see on this 
spot how death takes toll. How many 
sleep around the monument of the bL-nefi- 
cent Keith, upon every side, who as.sisted 
in the beautiful consecration just portray- 
ed : Constant W. Storrs. among the first, 
and all the commissioners, but one, who 
seltcted and piepared the grounds are here. 
The ra.slor who otl'ered the first jirayer on 
this spot — by the side of his little liessie. 
The Poet who wrote Its hymn of beauty, 
the Poet of this cemetery still. Slielton 
of the lovelj' address, ever; paragraph like 
a duster of precious stones, sleeps, .ilso — 
in the bosom of the neighboring Slait 
upon the West. 

Here are the graves of Thompson, East- 
man, Lord, Samuel (loss, Daniel Baldwin, 
Charles Rued, Samuel Wells and a few- 
others whose names are identified with our 
early acquaintance at Montpelier. Most 
of those whose biographies are written in 
this book rest here ; even some buried in 
old Elm Street Cemetery with their old 
sexton, have been brought up and re- 
interred here; whose histories have been 
so studied, though otherwise unknown, the 
names on the headstones look like old 
frienils. It is but our second visit, and 
yet we cannot feel quite like a stranger 
here. What Vermonter could by Thomp- 
son's grave ? by his grave as yet without 
mununient or stone ! the author of the 
(ireen Mountain Hoys has built himself his 
own monument more enduring than of 
marble — " J'ete Jones" is liiS monument 
more resonant than brass ;" May Martin,** 
a fairer headstone than another could raise. 
It is not doubted this grave will yet have 
the due commemorative stone. Only, we 
miss it here now — ■' D. P. Thompson" 
was so well known and endeared to the 
68 



people.of the State ; in Montpelier so long- 
time and honorable a resident — -her pleas- 
ant historian. An early friend to our 
Ga/elleer ; he was first engaged to write 
for it the cha])ters of Montpelier History ; 
a few months before his death finding he 
would not be able, wrote " take therefore, 
anviliing I have ever written for Montpc- 
ler, or for Washington County, or for the 
Stale, whether printed or in manuscript, 
the whole or in part, as you would if it 
were your own, for I shall not be able lo 
do as I had intended ; and I noutd name 
to you the Hon. E. P. Walton. as the man 
the best qualified to aid you and to write 
the history of Monlpeher." Having been 
so succcs.>ful in the history of Montpelier, 
nearing its close, plea.sani to-day is (he re- 
menibrance of his intention — the thought- 
ful kindness of his last letter \ and we shall 
be very happy if we ma;- see, as we may 
if contriliuted by his friends, his portrait 
stand with his biography in this County 
volume, for which he would, no doubt, have 
written .so mudi and so well, had he lived 
lo this day ; and where it may stand in the 
one town which has a prior claim, his own 
beloved Iterlin, adjoining Montpelier on 
the pleasant south, where was his father^ 
old farm, where he was born, just over the 

A handsome monumental pile! — worlliy 
the Sleeper below. A name in the mar- 
ble, by author, man or woman, never for- 
gotten — the first literary benefactor — the 
handsome and the gracious patron, who 
pruned till they gleamed almost like fresh 
poems, and sent his beautiful contribu- 
tions with words of confidence to your 
first book in press, and when it came 
gave it notice through his nenspijier at 
the capital, and sold man\ copies in his 
old l)ook-store on Slate Slriet, and ad- 
vised and contributed to Us successor 
The sighi of tliis beautiful tomb swells our 
heart full ;— glad for as proud of his fame, 
— talented, bland, witty, generous East- 
man ; the vigor, point, beauty and ntazy 
grace of his poetry all seem concentrated 
and perpetuated here. 

A granite stone ; the tenant here that 
blulT, iorn-framed, but golden-hearted old 
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landlord at fbe Pavilicw, the lirat time 
that we were at Montpdier, who declared 
promptly that he had no bill for a young 
' woman who had given Vennonl the hand- 
■omest book ever printed In the State. 
Poor book-nulten might hope to live out 
their days were all landlords Col. Bout- 
weDi. Peace to the aahes, !«\'erely silent, 
of the every-inch-alive. stirring old host. 
His monument is just what it shotdd be — 
granite— large. We would 1ik<: his stout 
£gure in bronie in the grounds of the Pa- 
vQion.' We are very glad of his portrait in 
our book. Joint vote of praise from the 
ftnte Home, Levi Boutwcll did better; 
Imad is better than bnx. 

Here; — Samuel Goss! Fari^v, Wal- 
ton, his amfrerts. Father Goss had one 
of those countenances it stirs the heart 
agreeably to look into, pleasant as intelli- 
gent, sensible as gradous. Gen. E. P. 
Walton we almost seem to know in his 
son, Hon. £. P. 

The grave of the first lady with whom 
we became acquainted at Montpelier — the 
first wife of Dr. G. N. Brigham, who re- 
sided some 30 yean in Montpelier Ul- 
lage. Mrs. Brigham was a cheerful, 
active litde woman, storing her home 
with the honey of comfort; but when 
saw her last the rose of consumption \ 
painted on her cheek. Never was her 
cordiality so touching. 1 could not pass 
her resting-place without pausing, 
would plant one historical flower on 
grave. It shall be the poetic hyacinth, 
that sweetest poem, to our thought, from 
the pen of her talented husband, and which 
was inspired by a scene connected with her 
death-bed. 

SONG OP THE HVACIKTH. 




The grave of Dr- Lord ^ain; i 
words were poetry and whi 
poems, though we knew him first hbtori- 
cally. We had not been at Montpelier Ibr 
several yean; staadii^ at the dosed 
doors of the Historical Sodety, '-a pmaCe 
session," as there ttJd, — that is a business 
meeting, the annual meedng having dosed 
a half day earlier than we had expected. 
Dr. Lord, hearing the name of the woman 
at the door, came down as she was lurniitg 
to leave, and taking both hands — princeof ,, 
a man as he was in manners and coanenj ' 
— would not suffer, saying as he led her 1 
within, there was not any closed sessiaa '^ 
to her. or there should not be, and th^. , 
within, were only all her brothers in Ac J 
same work, as she who had done mon '] 
than them all, and having led her to a '^ 
seal, so easily and pleasantly introduced ^ 
her, a woman alone with the assembled ^V 
historical gentlemen of the State, Mt M 
awkwardness. He inquired if she n 
member.and, informed " itwas contrur 10 <^ 
aby-law,"by his motion, seconded by t) 
Hilaod Hall of Bennington, presiding, the 
bar was immediately removed against a 
lady''s admission to membership in the So- 
ciety ; pronounced and made obsolete by 
an unanimous vole of welcome to the first 
woman admitted to the State Historical 
Society, in the old State House, and which 
coming at the capital, and thus naturally, 
never liaving been before asked, or expect- 
ed by the recei%-er, but which came, when 
introduced by Rev. Dr. Lord — wbo was 
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made President of the Society the same 
day — so whole and genially, it wiped away 
in one moment, gracefully, all the exclu- 
siveness of the past. For its being an hon- 
or received in Montpelier, pardon, the per- 
sonal relation : as Montpelier is one of the 
few towns of the State which have given us 
more roses than thorns, let us toy with one. 
The resting-place of one of the patri- 
archs of the village. On one of the 
sultriest days of a sultry summer — the op- 
pressive noon — winding out from the street 
of the Capital, down by the river — a vein 
of delicious coolness bv the roadside — a 
gentle south breath from over the river, 
brushing softly aside the heated atmos- 
phere that beat down from above — the 
funeral of the man who had lived the most 
years in Montpelier came to Green Mount, 
gradually ascending the hill-side to the 
shade of trees into which the carriages 
wound and stood while the venerable old 
man was laid in the evergreen-lined grave. 
The coffin resting deep down on the mosses 
at the bottom, the breath of the mourners 
and of all the crowd stilled to listen to the 
ser\'ice ; all hearts touched to sympathy 
with the cool, sweet pulse of nature here, 
we thought, and it seemed the whole crowd 
thought with us, more beautiful is the gar- 
den of the dead than the home of the liv- 
ing ; and a place not to lose its attractions, 
how many will follow, drawn on, attnicted 
while they know not how. Where the old 
man and the young man lie down together, 
beautiful encampment-ground I — to-day, 
and what may it be a hundred years from 
to-day ? The descendants of the people 
of Montpelier no doubt may in a hun- 
dred years make this place more beauti- 
ful than now. He who may then come 
up to these grounds may find the en- 
trance, upon the south by the river, the 
same as now, but an inclosure extended 
northward and eastward and westward — a 
city of the departed instead of a gar- 
ien ; walls in inscriptions, ornamentations, 
mossings. The ponderous gate lettered 
on the iron in bronze ** Where the 
Weary are at Ricst.'" Within, near the 
gate where the mourners go by a colossal 
crass from the granite of our mountains. 



in raised letters upon the body — **jEsrs 
Christ Died For all." All the streets 
longer — more streets, more graves in all 
the streets, and over every walk and grave, 
the beauty of age in nature. Nature never 
loses in beauty ; — more leaves, more flow- 
ers, more tints, more mosses, richer paint- 
ed rocks. How beautiful the rocks grow 
old ; softened, garnitured with moss, vine 
and flower, more and more every lapsing 
year. Man lives for a hundred years, na- 
ture for a hundred hundred. How beauti- 
ful in marble, too, its visitor may find this 
city, one hundred years more past. 

And on Uie boldest cliff 
Of these expanded grounds, swelling niountalnward— 
ir we may look through Uie haze of Aiture yean— 
What statue, grander than living man. 
Stands, counting the multitude, slumbering 
So long at his f^et— trumpet in hand. 
Waiting to summon up these long sleepers? 

I note the change, as the years ran on 
And art with the people grew, how the crevices 
In this hillside showed, until this Eden 
Of the dear dtrparted was bu fair and famed. 
The traveller Itqux over the seas called 
It 'The Art Garden of the Departed ' 
Of this land ; in every rural recess. 
Scripture history was so put in marble : 
So fair upon the hills and mounds and plains. 
Within the dales and rocks ami caves and woods 
And lawns, beside the river and the rills- 
Beseeming the cemeteries of the dead 
In the capital of a State where the rocks 
Are marble— the statues of the native sculptors : 

Fair as the white rose growing liy the grave. 

The Ruler's daughter, standing by her couch, 

.lust risen— the dear Master of Life, 

Holding the little damsel by the hand. 

Over whose fkce new breath and beauty breaking. 

Eastward-^" In the rocky battlements,** that cave 
By tall trees, half-emlmwered. I^zarus statue. 
Or figure, grave-swathed, coming forth— there ! 

Where the sun touches first the grave. 
All alirubs and flowers of fragrancy crowding 
To depict that garden of the resurrection- 
Jesus Christ and Magdalene standing within.. 

The marble shaft, the massive monument, 

Tlio simple stone, shrubbery hO surrounding,— tree 

And flower and vine adorning,— each did seem. 

As the eye gathered It in, more beautiful : 

Tlie chiseled column— the planted flower, 

Rivaled by the pure lilies on the stone,— 

The rose in tlie foliated marble : 

The oiliest stone, most mossed, most l»eautifUI; 

As the ancient rocky rampart, the brown moss 

Clinging to, the golden moss, th' gray wand-moss 

in every crumbling Assure, scarlet tipped. 

Most filr country : for all the people thought 
Afl^tlon could not make too fair the Eden 
Of their Dead— deposited In hope. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF 
LIVING PERSONS. 

TIMOTHY PARKER REDFIELI), 
(BY B F. FIFIXLD, BSQ.) 

the son of Dr. Pelegand Hannah (Parker) 
Redfield, was born at Coventry, Nov. 3, 
18 1 2. The father was born of sturdy 
English stock at Killingworth, Conn., the 
grandson of Capt. Peleg Redfield, who j 
bravely fought through the revolutionary 
war. The mother was the daughter of 
Lsaac and Bridget (Fletcher) Parker, born 
at Westford, Mass., in Nov., 1785, and 
married at Weathersfield, Vt., in .March, 
1803. They removed to Coventry, \'t., 
with two children, in the fall of 1S07, and 
raised a family of 6 sons and 6 daughters, 
amid the perils and hardships of frontier 
life. [See Coventry, Vol. II, this work.] 
The subject of this sketch had the u.sual 
experience of Vermont boys born and 
brought up on a farm, but here were laid 
the rudiments of that industrv, self-reli- 
ance, and independence, which have so 
much distinguished him and which is pecu- 
liar to the stock. At Dartmouth College 
he ranked among the first of his class, 
was elected a member of the Phi Beta 
Kappa Society, and graduated with high 
honors in the class of 1836. He imme- 
diately commenced the study of the law in 
the office of his brother, the Hon. Isaac 
F. Redfield, was admitted to the bar in 
Orleans county in 1838, began the practice 
of his profession at Irasburgh, and con- 
tinued it there until his removal to Mont- 
pelier in 1848. He was senator from Or- 
leans county in 1H48. He practiced his 
profession at Montpelier from I>^48 to 1870, 
when he was elected Judge of the Supreme 
Court, and has received successive elec- 
tions from that time to the present, 1881. 
He was married to Helen \V. (irannis of 
Stanstead, Province of (Quebec, P'eb. 6. 
1840, by which marriage he had 4 children, 
three of whom sleep in (/reen Mount Cem- 
etery at Montpelier, and the only surviving 
child, Alice, the wife of Andrew J. Phil- 
lips, now resides at St. Louis. Mo. 

While in the practice of his pn)fession 
at .Montpelier, he became widely known 



through the State as one of the most reli- 
able, painstaking and thoroughly well-read 
lawyers in the profession. From 1856, to 
the time of his elevation to the bench he 
was a constant attendant upon the courts 
in Orleans, Caledonia and Washington 
counties, and it is no disparagement to 
others to say that he had no superiors 
either in the knowledge of the law, or its 
practical adaptation to the complicated 
alTairs of life. His sturdy inde]>endence, 
elevated character and fine legal attain- 
ments, commanded respect and admira- 
tion from all who knew him, and a man 
who was once his client was always his 
client. 

In 1870, a vacancy occurred on the su- 
preme court bench- Mr. Redfield had 
always been a democrat in politics, but his 
fitness for the position was so generally ac- 
knowledged that he was elected to the 
place by a legislature overwhelmingly re- 
publican, and against numerous competi- 
tors. His dignified judicial bearing and 
acknowledged impartiality made him at 
once a general favorite with the public, 
the bar and his associates. His lame may 
and will jusdy rest upon his judicial life. 

His brother, Isaac F. Redfield, occupied 
a seat upon the bench of \'ermont for 25 
vears, and he left it in i860 onlv to extend 
his fame and establish it as one of the fore- 
most jurists of the age, whether English or 
.American. 

In each of the brothers is found in like 
degree that quality of all others the most 
rare, the judicial temperament, and in each 
is also found the intellectual grasp on the one 
hand and fine sense of justice on the other 
hand which is so essendal to the just ad- 
ministration of the law. 

Judge Redfield is an excellent .scholar, 
and while his bearing is reserved and dig- 
nified, such as becomes his position, \et 
in social life he is one of the most charm intr 
of companions. His reminiscences i>f the 
old bar and his fund of anecdotes are the 
delight of those who enjoy his friendship, 
and will be long remembered by those who 
come after him. He is a meml)er of the 
i Kpiscopal church and a devoted christian, 
not only in profession but also in practice. 
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In short, Judge Redfield is a model in all 
that constitutes a conscientious, christian 
gentleman, and an able, upright, impartial 
judge. 

To speak thus of his record is but the 
**just meed of praise to acknowledged 
worth," and **to keep the memory of such 
men green is but to strengthen and stimu- 
late public virtue.'- 

HON. ELIAKIM PERSONS WALTON. 

[From M. D. Gilinan*8 Bibliography of Vermont, now 
In cour»e of preparation.] 

Eliakim Persons Walton was born in 
Montpelier, Feb. 17, 18 12, and was the 
first-born son of the late den. Ezekiel 
Parker Walton and Prussia Persons. On 
the Walton side the genealogy goes back 
with almost absolute certainty, through 
Ezekiel P.'s father, who was the late Geo. 
Walton, of Peacham, born at New Market, 
N. H., in 1762, and married Mary Parker, 
of New Hampshire, to George Walton, a 
Quaker born in England, in whose house 
at Newcastle, N. H., in June, 1682, oc- 
curred the best authenticated case of witcli- 
craft which has ever been lecordcd in New 
England. See Matiier's Mai^nuiia C/iristi 
Amencana, edition of 1820, vol. 2, p. 393, 
and Brewster's Rambles alumt Portsmouth, 
second series, pp. 343-354. On the Persons 
side, all that can be asserted is that Eliakim 
Davis Persons was a native of Long Island, 
and his wife, Rebecca Dodge, was of Mas- 
sachusetts, probably Northfield, who had 
numerous relatives, (one of them inter- 
married with a Houghton, uncle of the 
late Mrs. Samuel Prentiss, of Montpelier,) 
residing near the south-eastern line of 
Vermont. Her father and two of her 
brothers, A.sa and John, settled in Harre, 
Vt., and a third, Daniel, in Northern Ver- 
mont. They have numerous descendants 
at this day in Eastern and Western Ver- 
mont, and in the Western States. It was 
and is a race of sterling virtues. The par- 
tiailar subject of this notice was educated 
first by his mother in letters and reading 
the notes of music ; second, by an occa- 
sional attendance at the district school, in 
which he was specially noted for his habit 
of running away on every possible occasion ; 
third, by many terms in Washington 



County Grammar School, in which he was 
fitted for college by one of the best prin- 
cipals that school ever had, the late Jona- 
than C. Southmayd. But the young E. P. 
was not permitted to go to college, and 
thereupon entered the law office of Samuel 
and Samuel B. Prentiss, when Judge Pren- 
tiss was in the United States Senate. 
Here he obtained the elements of the law, 
and moreover an insight into national pol- 
itics, through the books and documents 
received by Judge Prentiss as senator. 
But largely he was educated in his father's 
printing office, and an excellent school 
every printing office is to any boy or girl 
who has obtained the elements of an 
English education, and will improve the 
opportunities of the office. From the time 
the lad was '* knee-high to a toad, *^ and 
had to stand in a chair to get up to the 
' *• case," this boy was put into the office, 
I and kept there in vacations from schools. 
: Another very useful school was the old 
I Montpelier Lyceum, with its written essays 
' and extemporaneous del>ates. In i826-'7 
I lie spent a year in Essex, N. Y., and there 
edited and printed his first newspaper, a 
single issue of the Essex County Republican, 
The editors and publishers were away, and 
had suspended publication for a week : but 
the young and ardent politician could not 
have it so. Without any authority from 
his masters, he got up a paper full of edi- 
torial matter — })art of it written and part 
of it composed at the case — and took 
proof-sheets. The question. Shall it be 
printed? was a doubtful one.^ The proof- 
sheets were thereupon submitted to the 
late (ien. Henry H. Ross, of Essex, then 
a member of Congress, and a zealous 
Adams man. Bringing back the proof- 
; sheets, the ( general came with his face 
beaming with smiles, put both hands on 
the boy's shoulders, and said, '* Print it, 
boyi print it I '' From that moment, though 
preferring the law, the business of printer 
and editor seemed to have been ordained 
for him. On becoming of age, in 1833, 
i he became a partner with his father in the 
■ publication of the Vermont Watchman and 
I State Gasette. (len. Walton wrote occa- 
1 sionally for that paper, but other branches 
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of a ver>' extensive business demanded his 
attention, and the newspaper and printing 
department were in the charge of E. P. 



1 88 1, and also of the Vermont Historica] 
Society since the Rev. Dr. Lord retired. 
Mr. Walton married, June 6, 1836, Sarah 



Walton, Jr.. as his signature commonly Sophia, second daughter of the late Hon. 
was during the life of his father, although j Joseph Howes, of Montpelier, who died 
not correct except when the initials of it Sept. 3, 1880. 

were given. In 1853, the paper, then the Yoi a li.st of .Mr. Walton's publications, 
Vermont V\ 'aichman and Staie Journal, \ see ante. Bibliography of *Montpelier. 



came into his possession exclusively, and 
.so continued until the siile to the Messrs. 
Poland, in 1868. 



In addition to those referred to there 
are the following printed papers by Mr. 
Walton : 



During all this period the editorship of j Oration delivered at Northfield, July 4, 
Haltons Verrnont Register was in his ; 1837, and printed in the Watchman and 
charge, as it still is in all except the Bus- 1 Journal oi July 24, by request of Charles 
iness Directory. The Vermont 6 tf//W, > Paine, chairman of the committee of ar- 
1857, consisted mainly of his reports ; vol- ' rangements. 

ume two of the collections of the Vermont 1 Remarks on the death of Charies Paioe, 
Historical Society was edited by him ; and ' delivered at Northfield, July 29, 1853. 
also the eight volumes of the Records of Printed in the Watchman and Journal oi 
the Governor and Council, together with Aug. 4, and also in pamphlet form, 
documents touching the early history of j Speech delivered on the battle-field at 
the State. Although an active and zealous Hubbardton, July 7, 1859, on the inaugu- 
politicianfrom his youth, and helping many ! ration of the battle monument. Printed 
men to high offices, he never sought offices 1 in the li'atchman and Journal as an edi- 
for himself. Nevertheless in 1853 he was ' torial, and reprinted in pamphlet form at 
elected representative of Montpelier : and ! Rutland. 

in 1856, greatly to his surprise, he was j Address on Hon. Nathaniel Chipman, 
called upon by the late Senator Foot, and delivered on the unveiling of his monu> 
another member of the Vermont delegation ment at Tinmouth, Oct. 2, 1873. Printed 
still living, to become a candidate for in some of the Rutland, Burlington and 
Congress in the first congressional dis- ' .Montpelier newspapers, 
trict, on the grounds that a change was , Letter to Hon. Geo. F. Edmunds, Jan. 
absolutely necessary, and that the member I^^72. with elaborate and carefully prepared 
then to be elected, according to the usual ' tables on the apportionment of members 
courtesy in such cases, should come from ' of Congress on the census of 1870. Print- 
Washington County. Under the very del- ed by order of the United States Senate, 
icate circumstances of the case, Mr. Walton The apportionment by the old rule under 
was unwilling to be a candidate, and urged I the cen.sus of i860 gave Vermont two 
the late Ferrand F. .Merrill to stand in his members of the House instead of three., 
stead. Mr. Merrill refused, and ultimately ^Mr. Walton had no personal interest in 
Mr. Walton was nominated and received , the matter, as his last term in Congress 
three elections, after which he declined was covered by the old apportionment : but 
further service. In 1870 he was the del- he had a deep interest for his native State, 
egate of Montpelier in the Constitutional which he dearly loved and had long tried 
Convention: and he was also senator for to serve. IJoth houses had passed a bill 
Washington County. 1874 until 187S. reducing Vermont to two members, when 
The honorary (le<;ree of Master of Arts lias Mr. Walton carefully examined the sub- 
been conferred upon Mr. Walton by the ject, and demonstrated that the bill did 
University of \'erniont, and also by Mid- not fairly ol)ser\e the national constitu- 
dlebury College. He has been jjresident tion and was unjust to eight states. He 
of the Publishers* and Editors' Association then explained the matter to Senator Col- 
of \'ermont from its organization until lamer, and under his lead the Senate 




7;hy/g^^ 



i 



MONTPELIER. 



543 



passed a supplementary bill, and the re- 
sult was that Vermont and the other seven 
states got the additional member. Under 
the census of 1870, precisely the same 
process was repeated. Mr. Walton again 
interfered, and Senators Edmunds of Ver- 
mont and Thurman of Ohio carried an 
amendment to the House bill, which saved 
the suffering states. It is but justice to 
say that Vermont is very largely indebted 
to Mr. Walton for saving her third mem- 
ber of Congress for twenty years. 

HOMER WALLACE HEATON, 

a member of the Washington County Bar, 
and now, and since 1832, a resident of 
Montpclier, was born in the adjoining 
town of Berlin, Aug. 25, 181 1. His par- 
ents were Dr. Gershom Heaton and Polly 
Wallace, daughter of Matthew Wallace, 
one of the early settlers of Berlin. 

Mr. Heaton\s educational advantages 
were the common school, one year at 
the St. Lawrence Academy of Potsdam. 
N. Y., and two years at the Washington 
County Grammar School at Montpelicr, of 
which J. C. Southmayd was the excellent 
principal. 

In Aug. 1832. Mr. Heaton commenced 
the study of the law with Col. Jonathan 
P. Miller and Nicholas Baylies, Jr., of 
Montpelier, and was admitted to the l)ar 
of the Washington County Court, at the 
Nov. Term, 1835, when he commenced 
practice in company with Colonel Miller, 
and so continued until 1839, when from 
failing health Colonel Miller retired. In 
Sept. 1839, Mr. Heaton and Charles Reed 
entered into partnership for the practice of 
the law, as Heaton & Reed, which was 
continued until the death of Mr. Reed, 
Mar. 7, 1873. (Stic plate, p. 356.) 

Mr. Ileaton was the treasurer of the 
Vt. Mutual Fire Insurance Company for 2 
years — 1837 and 1838 ; and was state's 
attorney for Washington County 4 years — 
was elected by the Legislature at the Octo- 
ber sessions, 1839 and 1841, and the an- 
nual Sept. elections in i860 and 1861. 
Upon the retirement of Joshua Y. Vail, a 
long time county clerk, the office was ten- 
dered Mr. Heaton by Judge Isaac F. Red- 



field and the county Judges, which was 
declined. 

July I, 1841, Mr. Heaton married Miss 
Harriet Stearns, daughter of John Stearns, 
of Boston, Mass. She died April 26. 1859, 
at the age of 42 years. Of this marriage 
three sons are now living, Charles H., 
James S., and Homer W. 

Mr. Heaton was the representative of 
the ori ginal town of Montpelier in the 
Legislature, at the October session, 1848, 
when the town was divided, and the towns 
of Montpelier and East Montpelier crea- 
ted. At that session Mr. Heaton was the 
candidate of the Democratic party for 
Speaker; there being three parties — the 
Whig, Democratic and Free Soil — and 
neither in a majority : there resulted a dead 
loik\ which continued through four days^ 
session, when the Whig candidate was 
elected on the 46th ballot. 

At this session the National Life Ins. 
Co. was chartered. The bill for that pur- 
pose being referred to a select committee 
of three members — Mr. Heaton being one 
— was reported favorably and passed. Mr. 
Heaton was one of the directors of this 
company and a member of its finance com- 
mittee for several years. He, at the same 
session, introduced a bill for the incorpo- 
ration of the Vermont Bank, which was 
passed, and Mr. Heaton was one of its di- 
rectors during its existence as a State 
Bank, and for 2 years its president. 

Since the organization of the Montpelier 
Savings Bank & Tnist Company in 1871, 
Mr. Heaton has been one of its trustees 
and the president. 

In politics, he has always been a Demo- 
crat, having cast his first presidential vote 
for Andrew Jackson at his second election. 

Mr. Heaton was the Democratic candid- 
ate for governor at the annual election in 

1869, and the first biennial election in 

1870. He wiis the Democratic candidate 
for member of Congress from the first Dis- 
trict at the elections in 1 872 and 1874. He 
was a delegate to the Democratic National 
Convention at Baltimore in 1872, when 
Horace Greeley was nominated for Pres- 
ident. He has also been a candidate of 
his party for Presidential Elector. 
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JAMES ROniJINS I.AN(iIX)N, 

third son of Col. James H. and Nabl>y 
Robbins Langdon, born Oct. 3, i>^i3, was 
educated in Washington County Grammar 
School, and then from clioice entered his 
father's grist-mill, and applied himself to 
learn the miller's trade and the wav to 
manage the business of a Houring-mill. 
This was in fact the turning point in his 
business life, but his father did not ap- 
prove, and tempted him to leave the mill 
by offering to furnish capital and share the 
profits with his .son in a promising specula- 
tion. At 15. then, the lad .started out to 
.scour New England and New York, and 
purchase Spanish coin, and sell it in 
Canada at a moderate profit. Persisting 
in this business until Spanish coin be- 
came scarce, he retired with a net profit 
of $3,400, which was divided between 
father and son. Spending a short time at 
Derby Line as a clerk, he, at 17, busied 
himself in settling his father's estate, and. 
after receiving his patrimony, invested 
part of it in a store at Greensboro ; but 
the store and goods were soon burned, 
and then he entered upon his long and 
very successful career as Hour merchant 
and manufacturer, in whieh. by doing an 
immense l)usiness at a small profit, he ac- 
cumulated a very large fortune for a coun- 
try merchant. Indeed, it is certain that 
no merchant of Montpelier has ever 
handled property to so great an amount as 
he has done, or with .such uniform success. 
His rule has been to keep accurate ac- 
counts of every branch of his business, 
and to understand it all thoroughly, even 
to the smallest detail. Hence, by his sa- 
gacity and this perfect knowledge, success 
was unavoidable. Hut the profits of this 
large and successful business figure only 
as a part of bis i)rcsent fortune. Mr. 
Langdon has ever been a sagacious, i)ru- 
dent and fortunate financier. The profits 
of niercantile business have been invested 
in the slock of sound hanks, not one of 
which ever failed or i)roved unfortunate, 
and in United Stales bonds. At 20 he 
was elected a director in the old Bank of 
.Montpelier, and for 48 years he has been 



director, and for many years president, in 
three successive banks in Montpelier. 

In another field, however, Mr. Langdon 
has rendered, and is still rendering, very 
important .services : in the Vermont Central 
Railroad, and the succeeding Central Ver- 
mont Railroad. In preceding pages, 304-'5, 
Mr. Langdon*s work for the Central road 
has been noted, but it is to be added that 
he was a director for the first 2 years. In 
1H73, he entered the Central Vermont 
road, and has been made vice president 
and chairman of the finance committee. 
In the last position hea.ssumeda responsi- 
bility which few private citizens are ever 
called to : but nobody doubts his ability 
and his will to discharge it wisely and well. 

Although Mr. Langdon has opinions of 
his own on the current political questions 
of the day, he has never put himself forward 
as a politician, or a candidate for office. 
There was, however, an un\^'ise and long- 
continued division among the Republicans 
of the town in 1S68, which was, by common 
consent, settled by the election of Mr. 
langdon as representative, and he was re- 
elected in 1S69, doing good ser\ice, es- 
pecially in financial matters. 

In early life Mr. Langdon was by an ac- 
cident di.sabled sufiiciently to discourage 
most men from personal labors; but he 
has been content to do, patiently and per- 
sistently, greater work than most thor- 
oughly endowed men, physically, are able 
to accomplish. 

Mr. Liingdon has two children : Lucy, 
formerly Mrs. Man.sfield, of Nyack, N. Y., 
and now the wife of Mr. Schroeder, of 
lirooklyn, N. Y., first superintendent of 
the Astor Library; and Elizabeth W. The 
latter received a shock some years ago, 
which has ever since made her an object of 
the tenderest solicitude and care, and noblv 
' is her father doing his part. E. P. w. 

For a notice of Mrs. James R. Langdon, 
see page . 

; Hon. Nicholas IJayliks resided here 
25 years, 1810-1835, see, also, page 314, 
when he removed from Mcntpelier. We 

' regret that we have no further notice of 

. the Judge for these pages. 
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JOSEPH ADDISON WING, 

son of Josiah and Polly (Gray) Wing, was 
born in the part of this town now known 
as East Montpelier, Dec. 26, 1810. He 
opened a law office one year before his ad- 
mission to the bar, May 13, 1835, in Plain- 
field, this County, where he remained until 
June, 1838, when he removed to Mont- 
pelier village, where he has lived ever 
since. He married, Jan. i , 1840, Samantha 
E. Webster, of Cabot, daughter of Jesse 
Webster, of that town. Mr. Wing has two 
sons, Geo. W., the eldest, a practicing at- 
torney in the same office with himself on 
Statestreet, and John G., his youngest son, 
also a lawyer in his office, and four daugh- 
ters, Florence A., Annette M., Alice M. 
and Elizabeth li. Mr. Wing has for many 
years handled the pen, writing for the 
newspapers, paying to incidents and oc- 
casions of public interest the tribute of his 
verse, and in 1878, brought out a small 
12 mo. vol. of 252 pp., printed in this vil- 
lage, of no little interest to the many friends 
to whom it was thus presented. 

A few extracts from Mr. Wing's book, 
which is the second volume of poems pub- 
lished by a native of the town : 

^' Go forth my little book, devoid of pride; 

Go Uke tbe brooks ttiat tliroiigli the valleys glide. 

And greener niake the verdure by their side; 

Go like tbe dew that silently doth fkll 

When o*er the earUi night spreads her sable pall ; 

Go you, and xealously mankind entice 

To seek for virtue and to flee fkx)m vice.** 



^1 



EXTRACTS FROM ** PLUCK. 

( Without pluck.) 
'See yonder man with downcast look pass by, 
Mark you his fkce—no Ore is in his eye; 
His coat Is seedy, and his hat is old, 
Ills pockets empty of both bills and gold. 
Silent he passes through the busy tlirong; 
No Mend doth cheer him as he goes along. 
No one is there that old man*s hand to clasp 
And warm his heart with fk'ieudshlp^s kindly grasp 
Onward, unnoticed, to hfs cot he goes. 
Where ftom tJie world he buries all his woes ; 
There will he dwell unnoted and unknown 
Tin deatirs cold hand shall claim hf m as his own.** 

( With pluck.) 
^Next view the great Napoleon, 
When in Its zenith glowed his sun ; 

Napoleon wore as sweet a smile . 
When banished to fair Elba's Isle, 
Aa when In Bassla*8 northern sky 
He saw bla eagles proudly fly.** 

•59 



WHAT SHALL WE DO ? 

What shall I do ? what shall I do ? 

*Tl8 trutli I can't decide. 
So many smiling maids I view. 

Which I shall make my bride. 

I can*t decide, I can*t decide— 

There's Ann, so gay and witty. 
And lovely Sue, tbe village pride. 

And Mary, young and pretty. 

There's blooming Helen, Fan, and Prue, 

With fairy fbrms and features. 
And Lydla, Betsey, Esther too. 

All lovely, charming creatures. 

I cant decide, I can't decide, 

* Mid eyes of every hue. 
From Mclvell*s of tbe glistening black 

To Kate's of melting blue.' 

A WAIL. 

A wall Is on the southern air, 

A wall across the sea; 
A rebel wail the breoxes bear, 
A wall of woe and fell despair 

Wlierever traitors be 

A wall of fear, of want and pain, 

A wail of grief and care; 
It sweeps along each Southern plain, 
'TIs heard from o*er the stormy main 

From every traitor there. 

It comes ftom Georgia's fertile land. 

Where her broad rivers flow. 
Where Sherman's gallant vet 'ran band 
Before Savannah made a stand 

And humbled tlie proud foe. 

' Tf s heard IVom Charleston's burning balls. 

Which late the world defied. 
And trom Columbia's blackened walls. 
Where Sherman's host the fee appals 

And spreads destruction wide. 

It comes from Carolina's shore 

As mourners at the grave; 
The pride of Wilmington Is o 'er 
Tlic stripes and stars forevermore 

Above her towers shall waTe. 

It comes from Richmond's crowded street. 

Where Davis reigns In pride : 
Where want and woe yon constant meet. 
And starving women oft entreat 

With bread to be suppUed. 

But louder still that wall shall be 

That floats along tbe air. 
Until the starry flag you aee 
Float o *er a land flrom slavery Itte 

And flnd no traitors there. 
April 3, 1866. 

Obit ;— Mb8. Sabah Euzabkth Bancroft, Mar. 
IS, 18W. 

Upon her silent tomb 

The sweetest flowers shall bloom 

Of early spring ; 
Tbe willow's branch shall ware,' 
And birds around ber crave 
Their matlnt aing. 
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CHARLES G. EASTMAN. 

WRITTEN AT UI8 ORATX IX ORHX MOUNT 
CSJfSTKUT, MONTPSUSR, VT., 1880. 

Thert U a Told In bower and ball 

And frricr obccures tlie day, 
A loved one flroni tlie circle uuall 

Ilatli passed (toni earth away. 

]>eaUi iramered her«« no wtittenvd theaf 

Ripe for the klckle ke<:n. 
Be fcamered here no hud or leaf 

Krom SprlcK** fair fields so green. 

A noble oak lies prostrate now. 

It fell In all lU pride; 
Its trunk was sound and green each tiougli. 

But still, alas ! it died. 

Ah, Eastman, ever kind and true. 

Lies buried 'ueath thi« sod ; 
Ills soul, we trust, in garments new 

Has flown to meet his God. 

He IumI not reached tlie noon of life. 

His sun knew no decline; 
His path of life was rendered gay 

By fklrest flower and vine. 

His lyre, that late the soul could move 

To smiles and tears at will 
And warm the heart to fkltb and love. 

Is tuneless now and still. 

Now here within tills sacred ground 

He rests in deatir» cold sleep. 
And often on this humble mound 

His wife and children weep. 

Bring flowers u{Min his grave to place. 

And set the trees around: 
He loved the flowers In all their grace — 

He chose this sacred ground. 

Here let him rest where first the sun 

Its morning beams illume. 
And when its glorious race is run 

Last shines on Eastman's tomb. 

NKLSO.N A. CHASE 

wa.s born in Petersham, Mass., Feb. i8, 
1802, and brought to Calais, Vt., in 1804. 
DiiC. 13, 1827, he married Clarissa, daugh- | 
ter of Gideon Hicks, E.sq., town clerk ; 
of Calais almost time out of mind. Mr. 
Chase was town clerk of Calais 16 years, 
town repreentativc 2 years, and delegate to 
two Constitutional Conventions. He re- 
moved to Montpelier in 1836, and has re- 
sided here since, except Sept. 1841 to 
Sept. 1865. when he was a^^ain in Calais. 
He has been town clerk of Montpelier 3 
years. Judge of Probate 2 \ears. Register of 
Probate 20 vears, Countv Comnii>sion- 
er 3 years, and is widely known as a 
land-surveyor. He is highly esteemed for 
his capability and honesty. 



HON. RODERICK RICHARDSON 

<BY UOX. T. P. BBDFIBLD.) ; 

Was born at Stafford, Conn., Aug. 7, 1807. 
He was the second son of Roderick and 
Anna (Davis) Richardson ; came to Waits- 
field, Vt., with his parents, when 2 years 
old. When a bov he went into mercantile 
business with his father, and when 17 years 
of age, went to Boston, to do the routine 
duties of a country merchant. It was so 
well done, that he continued to do all that 
important and responsible business while 
thus connected with his £%ther. When of 
full age, he went into bu.siness for himself, 
and continued in general and extensi\'e 
business at Waitsfield until he removed to 
Montpelier in 1855. While at Waitsfield, 
he was elected for 5 successive years rep- 
resentative for said town in the legislature 
of the State, and for 4 years senator for 
the County; also associate* judge of the 
County Court for one term, and dedineda 
re-election. In all these various and re- 
sponsible public trusts he was vigilant, in- 
fluential and respected. While in the 
legislature, he was efficient in procuring 
the charter of the Vermont Bank at Mont- 
pelier; was a director of the bank firom 
its organization ; was the chosen agent of 
the bank to procure the re-organization, 
under the National Bank System ; was 
president of said bank for several years. 
Thus while at Waitsfield, he became largely 
interested in the public aifairs of the County 
and the State, and the local public in- 
terests of Montpelier, and had the full 
confidence of his associates. After he 
came to Montpelier, his interest in all that 
concerned the public weal, not only con- 
tinued, but was enlarged. Schools at 
.Montpelier had become neglected, and all 
interest in them, seemingly, supplanted 
by other matters that engrossed public at- 
tention. Judge Richardson, with his ac- 
customed energy, entered upon the plan 
of rc-organizing the schools in Montpelier, 
and devoted more than 2 vears of ora- 
tuitous, hard labor to the building of the 
new school-house for the graded school. 
And as a consequence of the efl'ort and in- 
terest enlisted at that time, the whole 
I school system at Montpelier has become 
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revolutionized, and educational interests 
have become cardinal. 

He was a member of the Episcopal 
church, and was active and efficient in all 
the affairs of the diocese. He was three 
times elected from this diocese delegate to 
the National Triennial Conventions in 
New York city and Philadelphia, and one of 
the standing committee continuously until 
his removal to Boston. By his liberality, 
and two years of gratuitous personal labor, 
Christ church, Montpelier, was built. The 
obstacles in his way were many, and to 
the ordinary man, formidable : but his zeal 
did not flag until the capstone of the spire, 
in solid granite, had crowned his labor. 

He was married to Harriet E. Tavlor, 
Feb. 28, 1839. I'bey had 4 sons; 3 of 
whom survive, are married, and in business. 
Mrs. Richardson still survives, and. in 
vigorous health, graces their hosi)itable 
mansion at Newton Highlands, Mass. 

The subject of this sketch descended 
from vigorous Puritan stock. His ances- 
tor, Amos Richardson, was resident and 
householder on Wash inj^ton street. Boston, 
just north of the Old South Clnirch, in 
1640; removed to Stonington, Conn., in 
1666, and was there elected representative 
to the General Court, and was the agent 
of (iov. Winthrop for New England. He 
will be remembered, and valued, not for ■ 
any brilliant speech he has made, or for 
any beautiful scrap of poetry he has writ- 
ten ; but as a man of alTairs, of keen per- 1 
ception, and just discrimination, and of 
judgment so well balanced, and of such 
unfaltering energy- of character, that in 
whatever he engaged, he enlisted his whole 
soul, and overcame all impediment; nor! 
could subtlety delude or deceive him. In , 
whatever undertaking, he is, therefore, 
necessarily, successful. And it will justly | 
be said of him, that the world is better 
that he has lived ; and for that he will be ! 
remembered. 

The graded school system for which Mr. | 
Richardson labored so well has been verv 
successful in this place ; combined with the i 
old Washington County Grammar School, I 
they take the children from the a b c up to 1 



prepared for college; on the tax of the 
grand list, ever}- citizens's boy or girl may 
have a solid education. 

Mr. Walton gives the first schoolhouse, 
on page 262, — a log-house, the second, a 
year or two after, 1793 or '4, a frame-house 
was "on the road to the hills on the 
Branch Falls, near the spot now occupied 
by the old burying-ground. The school 
in this house was taught by Abel Knapp, 
afterwards Judge Knapp of Berlin. In a 
few years this house was burned, and an- . 
other was built near where the Methodist 
chapel now stands." — {Tho7Ptpson^ i860.) 

The act of the incorporation of the 
Washington County Grammar School was 
procured by the Hon. David Wing, Jr. 
Mr. Thompson says in 1800, (a print mis- 
take). Mr. Walton's date, page 290, is cor- 
rect. The first board of trustees, when 
incorporated, were Col. Jacob Davis, Hon. 
Charles Bulkley, David Wing, Jerahmel 
B. Wheeler and Thomas West, Jr. ** In 
1 800-1-2, the school districts in town re- 
ceived a remodelling, ■• and were then ten 
in number, four of which were formed into 
the present Union and Graded School, 
1858-9, leaving 6 districts. 

The number of scholars in town in 1802, 
was about 400 — the present number 1882, 
about 

TOWN TRKASiniERS. 

Jonathan Cutler, first, 1792, i year; 
after Elnathan Pope, I year; Joseph 
Wing, alternately 29 years; Joshua Y. 
Vail, I year; John Barnard, 2 years; 
Daniel Baldwin, alternately, 12 years: 
H. N. Baylies, i year; Carlos Bancroft, 
2 years; Timothy Cross, i year; J. A. 
I'age, 6 years to 1856; R. Richardson, 
1856-59; George W. Scott in i860. — 
Thompson, 

TOWN CLERKS. 

Ziba Woodworth. first town clerk, 1791 ; 
Clark Stevens, 1792; David Wing, Jr., 
[793-1807; Jo.seph Wing, 1 807-1 835 ; 
Lyman Briggs, 1835-1846; James T. 
Thurston, 1846-185 1 ; Jona. E. Wright, 
1851; W\ W. Cadwell, 1852-1855; Geo. 
L. Kinsman, 1855 to 1859; Adams Kel- 
logg, 1859. — Thompson, 
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SELECTMEN. 

James Hawkins, 1791, '92; James Tag- 
gart, Hiram Peck, 1791 ; Benj. I.Wheeler, 
1792, '93, '94» '96-1802, 'II '12, '14 to '19; 
Rufiis Wakefield, 1793; Parley Da\is, 
1794, '97 to 1 80 1, '02, '03, '08, '23 ; Barna- 
bas Doty, 1794, '95; Jacob Davis, 1795, 
'99; Joseph Woodworth, 1795, 1805 to 
1813,^14; A. Nealey, J. Putman, 1795; 
Elnathan Pope, 1796; David Wing. Jr., 
1797 to 1807 ; Arthur Daggett, 1 801, 02; 
Paul Holbrook, 1803, '04; Clark Stevens, 
1804, '05, '10; Jerahmel B.Wheeler, 1806 
to '10, '13; Cyrus Ware, 1808; James H. 
Langdon, 181 1, *2o, '21, '22, '24; Ziba 
Woodworth, 1812; Jeduthan Loomis, 
1813; Samuel Rich, 1813; Sal vin Collins, 
1814, '17, '18; Timothy Hubbard, 1815, 
'16, '19, '29; Nathaniel Davis, 1815, '16; 
Nahum Kelton, 181 7 to 1822 '26. '27, 
'28; Joel Bassett, 1819; Isaac Putnam, 
1820; Aranuah .Waterman, 182 1, 1830; 
Joseph Howes, 1822, '23, 1825 to 1829, 
'52, '53; Josiah Wing, 1822, 1825 to 
1829, '31 '32: Joseph Wiggins, 1823: 
Thomas Reed, Jr., Andrew Sibley, 1824; 
Samuel Templeton, 1825, 1829, 1830: 
Stephen Foster, 1829; Apollos Metcalf, 
1830; Royal Wheeler, 1831 to '36: Jo- 
seph Reed, 1831, '32; Jared Wheelock, 
1833: Harry Richardson, 1833, '34, '35' 
'36; George Clark, 1834, '35 ; Isaac Cate, 
1836, '37, ^48 ; William Billings, 1836, '37 : 
Lewis Sibley, Alfred Wainwright, 1837: 
John Gray, Joel Bassett, Alfred Pitkin, 
1838; R. R. Keith, Lamed Coburn, Cyrus 
Morse, Ig39. 40; Charles Sibley, Ira S. 
Town, 1841, 42; John Vincent, 1841, '42, 
'43 ; Thomas Needham, L. A. Hathaway, 
1843, A4'i Hiram Sibley, 1844, '45; John 
J. Willard, Carlos Bancroft. 1845, 46; 
Charles Walling, 1846, '47: George S. 
Hubbard, 1847, '48 ; John I. Putnam, 1847 ; 
S. F. Stevens, 1848 ; Thomas Reed, 1849: 
C. W. Bancroft, 1849, 'S^- *55 ; ^' H. 
Collins, William Howes, 1850; George 
Worlhington, 1851 ; John Spaldinj;, 185 1, 
'54; B. F. Walker, 185 1 : Geo. C. Shep- 
herd, 1852; Wm.N. Peck, 1852. 'S3' *54. 
'56, *57; Henry Xutt, 1853, '54: Charles 
Reed, 1855, '56, '57, '59; A. W. Wilder, 
1855. [St'c'P. 549, 



HON. JOHN A. PAGE 

was born at Haverhill, N. H., June 17. 
1 8 14, son of Gov. John Page and Hannah 
Merrill Page. Receiving an education at 
Haverhill, he at 15 became clerk in a dry 
{ goods store, and at 17 engaged in a whole- 
sale dry goods store in Portland, Me., and 
was speedily put in charge of the counting- 
room, and made confidential and financial 
clerk. In 1832, in his 19th year, he ac- 
cepted a partnership in a well established 
mercantile firm in Haverhill, N. H. In 
the. spring of 1837, his business was closed 
and he intended to go to the West, but he 
accepted the cashiership of the Grafton 
Bank in Haverhill, which he held until the 
expiration of the charter, when he took the 
cashiership of the Caledonia Bank in Dan- 
ville, Vt., and in September, 1848, was 
elected representative of Danville in the 
Legislature. While in that office he was 
prevailed upon by Gov. Erastus Fairbanks 
to become Financial Agent of the Pas- 
sumpsic and Connecticut Rivers Railroad 
Co., and removed to Newbur}*. In March, 
1849, he accepted the cashiership of the 
** Vermont Bank," and removed to Mont- 
pelier, where he has since resided. This 
brief resume of Mr. Page's experience and 
success as a financier sufficiently shows 
that he is admirably qualified for the posi- 
tions of still higher responsibility, to which 
he \V3S speedily called. In the autumn of 
1853, he was elected State Treasurer by 
the Joint Assembly, there having been no 
election by the people. Mr. Page affilia- 
ted with the Democratic party, as his father 
had long done, and in 1854, he was suf>er- 
seded in the treasurer's office bv the first 
treasurer elected by the Republian party. 
On the organization of the First National 
Bank of Montpelier, in 1865, Mr. Page 
was elected a director and president, and 
still holds these positions. In 1866 he was 
elected State Treasurer, and has been sub- 
sequently re-elected at every election. Mr. 
! Pa^je hiis been for several vears an active 
i member and deacon in Bethany Church, 
1 and a liberal supporter of it, and ot kin- 

I 

I dred institutions, such as the Sabbath 
1 school, Bible Society, P'oreign and Domes- 
i tic Missionary Societies, &c. E. p. w. 
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David W. Wing, 1856, '57; R. W. Hyde, 
1858, '59; Ebeijezer Scribner, 1858/59: 
Joseph Poland, Joel Foster, Jacob Smith, 
i860. — ThompsotCs List, 

TOWN TREASURERS — 1860 TO 1 88 1. 

George W. Scott, i86o-'6i -'62-^63-64 
-'65- 66-'67- 68-^69. L. Bart Cross, 1870 
-'71 -■72-73. James C. Houghton, Jr., 
1 874-75-76-77-78- 79-'8o-^8 1 . 

TOWN CLERKS — 1860 TO 188 1. 

Adams Kellogg, 1860-^61-62. W. E. 
Adams, 1863 -'64 -65 -'66. Nelson A. 
Chase, 1867-^68-69. George W. Wing. 
1870-71-72. Timothy R. Merrill, 1873 
-74- 75- 7^77- 78-79-^8o-'8 1 . 

OVERSEERS OF POOR — 1860 TO 1881. 

H. Y. Barnes, i86o-'6i-'62. B. H. 
Snow, i863-"'64-'65-'66-'67. Henry Barnes, 

1878, resigned, and Timotliy Cross elected 
May 19, 1868, at a special meeting. Wm. 
W. Cadwell, 1869-70-71. Chester Clark, 
1872. Wm. W. Cadwell, 1^73-74-75 
76-77 (fhcd.) Denison Tat't tilled re- 
mainder of 1877-78 as overseer. Geo. 1 
S. Hubbard, 1878-79-80-81. ! 

SELECTMEN — 1860 TO 1 88 1. 

Joseph Poland, i860; Joel Foster, Jr.,. 
i860. '61, '62, '65, "81 ; Jacob Smith, i860, j 
'61, '62; Carlos Bancroft, 1862, '66; Hen- ' 
ry Nutt, 1863, '64, '66, "67 : Jas. T. Thurs- . 
ton, 1865, '66, '67; Charles Reed, 1861, 
'67; Perley I^ Pitkin, 1868, 74, '80: Sam- 
uel Wells,' 1868, ^69, 70: Albert Johon- 
nott, 1868, '69, 70, 78, 79, '80 ; H. Bost- 
wick, T. O. Bailey, E. F. Kimball, 1871, 
72; Joel Foster, Jr., 1873, ^^ ' Dennison 
Dewey, 1873; Dennis Lane, Homer W. 
Heaton, 1874, 75, 76, 77; J- Warren 
Bailey, 1874, 75, 76, 77» '78; Sumner 
Kimball, 1877, 78; Arthur D. Bancroft, 

1879, '80 ; Willard C. Walker, Clark King, 

188 1. T. R. M. 

From the Records. — Town meeting, 
March 29, 1792: Caleb Bennett, sealer of 
leather; Truman West, pound keeper; 
David Parsons, tithing man. 

Haywards. — Perley Davis, Isaac Put- 
nam, Lemuel Brooks, Jacob Davis, Jr., 
Edmund Doty. 

Grand Juror, — Nathaniel Parks. 



Sealer of Weights a7id Measures, — Jona- 
than Cutler. 

Auditors. — John Tempi eton. Rufus 
Wakefield, David Wing. 

Town Meeting, March 8th, 1813, John 
Templeton, [first J Overseer of the Poor. 
T. R. Merrill, Town Clerk. 
Dec. 1 88 1. 

FIRE department. 
[THOMPSON TO I860.] 

In 18 14, the first fire company was or- 
ganized in town, the sum of $380 raised by 
subscription among the citizens of the vil- 
lage for the purpose, and an engine and 
hose purchased. In 1835, another com- 
pany was formed, and a second engine 
purchased. And in 1837, a third engine 
was purchased, with about 800 feet of 
hose ; and a third company was organized 
to man it, with a hook and ladder compa- 
ny to act generally. About this time the 
whole fire department was re-organized, 
and placed under the direction of the Hon. 
Daniel Baldwin, who was appointed chief 
engineer. Mr. Baldwin acted in this ca- 
pacity many years, and, at length resign- 
ing the responsible post, was succeeded 
by Carlos Bancroft, who, in 1852, was 
succeeded by Capt. Almon A. Mead, who 
has ever since been the efficient chief en- 
gineer of the department. In January, 
i860, **tw() large Button engines were pur- 
chased," the fire department having been 
re-organized in December, and companies 
organized to manage them. No. 4 engine 
arrived in Febniary, and No. 5 in April. 
The Chief Engineers of the department 
from 1859 were Capt. A. A. Mead, from 
1852 to '66: Samuel Wells 2 years from 
1866; Jas. W. Brock, 2 years to 1870; 
Geo. C. Clark in 187 1, and Gen. P. P. 
Pitkin from that date, 10 years, andnow 
continues to hold the office. 

The Foremen of the several companies 
from the same date, are : No. 4, John W. 
Clark, i860, '61, '62 ; Levi Pierce in 1863, 
who died in January, 1864 ; Denison 
Dewey in 1864; Edwin C. Lewis in 1866, 
who died in 1867; Freeman Bixby, 1867, 
'68 ; Lewis Wood, 1869. 7o» 7i« 7^; now 
resides in Taunton, Mass. ; Alex. Jan- 
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graw, 1872 to ^^^ : Chas. F. Collins, 1877 ' Engine Company^ N'o. 4 — Chas. F. Col- 
to '81, inclusive. No. 5, — Henry Barnes, , lins, foreman; Samuel Luke, ist assist- 
three mos. in i860, now resides in Wave- ant; Ed*Donwoodie, 2d assistant; C. \V. 
land, Iowa; Horace F. Crossman, the re- Guernsey, clerk and collector; Hiram At- 
maining 9 months of i860. He died in ; kins, treasurer; Otis G. Nfiles, steward. 
Washington, D. C, about 1867. Geo. S. ' Engine Company^ JVo. 5 — Afoses Pear- 
Robinson, 1861, '62; Oliver R. Dutton in son, foreman; Janus Crossett, ist assist- 
1863, now resides in Ohio; Robert J. ant; Marcus Lynch, foreman of hose; 
Hargin in 1864; Geo. C. Clark, 1865 to . Charles D. F. liancroft, secretary- and col- 
'71. He died in Holland, Mich., Apr. 22, lector; Robert J. Hargin, treasurer; Lu- 
1878. Isaac M. Wright, 1871, '72 ; A. O. \ cius S. Goodwin, ste^^-ard. 
Seabury, 1873, '74» 75» '^o^' resides in The Hook and Ladder has 60 men; 
Boston; fohn W. Page, in 1876, now re- . No. 4, 70 men; No. 5, 75 men. There 
sides in Nebraska ; Robert J. Coffey, 1877, ' are three other engines that have no com- 



'78, now resides in Richmond, Vt. ; Chas. 
C. Ramsdell, 1879, '80, '81. 

Hook and Ladder Co. No. i : Geo. S. 
Hubbard in i860; Adams Kellogg, 1861, 



pany ; but are never needed now as the 
village has four pumps. Theron O. Bai- 
ley s steam pump at the Pavilion, JEdwin 
W. Bailey's mill-pump, water-power, the 



'62 ; now resides in Louisiana. Isaac A. ; cab shop pump, by water power and the 
Lathrop in 1863 ; Curtis S. Newcomb, ' Lane Manufacturing Co. pump by ¥i*ater 
1864, '65. He died in Springfield, Mass. ! power, and these pumps are so situated as 
in 1867. Lewis B. Huntington, 1866. '67; : to be sufficient, with the present companies, 
Andrew J. Howe, 1868, '69 ; John L. Tut- ■ in all cases of fire that may occur here, 
tie, 1870, '7'; Moses Kane, 1872 to '80. A very handsome cart, cost about $1000, 
He died Oct. 2, 1881. Horace Mills in was purchased for the Hook and Ladder 
in 1880; Joseph B. Morse, 1881. Company some 12 years since. The fire 

No. 2 was re-organized and was dis- companies are all volunteer companies, 
banded in December, 1875. Foremen : | exempt from poll taxes for fire ser\-ices; 
Lewis Wood, 1868: Samuel Wells, 1869; have a good business account, and were 
he died Jan. 1878; Wm. O. Standish, 1 never in l>etter condition than at the 
1870 to '74' ^^^*"- J*- Foster in 1874 — he present. [c. de f. b.] 

died Jan. i, 1881. Charles H. Carter, in Tadditioxal] 

1875. All the ex-foremen of the compa- , I'MON mutual fire ins. co. 

nies are residing in town at the present ' Mr. Walton's history of Montpelier was 
date— Dec. 24, 1S81, but those given as! written nearly a dozen years ago, before 
residing elsewhere. ' the above-named company was organized. 

The fire department of this village has ; and in hastily making it out that company 
been eminently successful, and has unques- ' was accidentally omitted. It commenced 
tionably already been instrumentil in sav- business July 28, 1875, and Aug. i, 1881, 
ing hundreds of thousands of dollars ofiithad $2,716,590.50 in.sured, with premi- 
property. And now, with its 5 engines, urn notes to the amount of $163,105.82. 
nearly 2000 feet of hose, ladders, and all The officers are W. G. Ferrin, Pres., J. 
other needful equipments, and with its al- ^V. Brock, Vice Pres., A. C. Brown, Sec, 
most three hundred firemen to work and ^^' • 1* • Braman. Freas. 
manage them, is probably the best and imonkek abolitionlsTS. 

most efficient fire department in the State. The first antislavcry votes for President 

There are now three companies in this ^*^^r cast in Montpelier. were -ivon lo 

village, otticered for 1882 as follows: James G. Birney in ICS40, and the honor 

.r I J r jj /A LI z'- heloniis to Zenas Wood, John Wood, 

I/ook and Laadcr Lom/tanv — H. C. ,, -^ ,^ ,, ,, 1 • i xi- j , 

^ - Henrv 1. Barnes. Hezekian Ward and 

Lull, foreman: Wm. (;oodwin. ist assist- Joseph Somerby. The whole number cast 

ant: John Portal, 2d assistant; M. C. in the State was 319. 

Kin.son, clerk; L. Rodney, steward. [See portrait of Zenas Wood, opposite.] 
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GRADUATES OF MONTPELIER. 

Some of the graduates of Montpelier, to 
which further additions can be made in 
this work, in a supplementary form. From 
President Buckham, of Burlington 
College, we have received the following 
account for this town of 



:y, University of Vt., ) 
[NGTON, Nov. 24, 188 i. J 



graduates from the vt. university: 

Library 
Burling 

7o President Buckham: 

My Dear Sir. — I beg to hand you below 
the information which 1 understood you to 
desire yesterday, regarding the graduates 
of the University who have entered from 
Montpelier. This list is necessarily very 
imperfect, from the fact that no annual 
catalogues were issued before 1808; and 
the further fact that we possess no copies 
of those of the following years: 1809 to 
1821, 1824 to 1833, 1864 to 1865. 

In 1824, (Ieorp;e Washington Houghton 
was graduated ; in 1827, Nicholas Baylies ; 
1838, George Washington Reed ; 1840, 
James Reed Spalding; 1844, Carlos Allen 
Sprague ; 1845, Charles Dewey and Na- 
thaniel George Clark : 1846, James Pren- 
tiss and Jonathan Allen Wainwright : 1847, 
George Washington Cottrill ; 1848, Edward 
Bingham Chamberlain and Geo. Sennott ; 
1847, Charles Carroll Spalding; 1849, 
Charles Loomis ; 1852, Jedd Philo Clark 
Cottrill; 1853, Cieorge Robinson Thomp- 
son; 1856, Charles Colburn Prentiss, Geo. 
Bailey Spalding and Henry LinganLamb; 
1858, Alfred Bowers Thompson; i860, 
James Stevens Peck ; 1861, John Pushee 
Demeritt and John Wright Norton; 1862, 
James Wilson Davis and J. Monroe Poland. 

Besides these, I tind record of William 

K. Upham as a sophomore in I^^34 and 

Theodore l^rentiss in 1839; J^^^^n Barnard 

and George Bradshaw as juniors in 1840; 

Henry Lee Dodge, a senior in 1845 \ Alfred 

Washburn Pitkin, .sophomore in 1843; 

Oscar Silver, freshman in 1842 ; Samuel 

Mo.sely Walton, sophomore in 1843; Pim- 

othy Abbott and Charles Warren Badger, 
freshmen in 1844. 

From East Montpelier. — Lewis I^rned 
Coburn and Milo Latimer Templeton in 
1859; Salvin Collins Clark, freshmen in 
1854. 



If Montpelier Ls credited with A. B. 
Thompson, (1858,) I .see not why Charles 
Wheeler Thompson, (1854,) should not 
be set down to the same town — though in 
point of fact both of them came from the 
same house on the Berlin side of the 
Winooski river, and C. W. T. called him- 
self of Berlin, as he truly was. So, too, 
J. W. Norton, if I rightly recollect, was 
not really from Montpelier, but from Berlin 
or Middlesex. 

The above is the best showing I can 
make, by reason of our lack of over 30 an- 
nual catalogues. j. e. g. 

(Gov.) Asahel Peck was in college at 
Burlington in his senior term, and Charles 
G. Eastman entered and was for a time 
there, and Dr. Julius Y. Dewey graduated 
at the medical department in 1823. E. P. 
Walton and Hon. S. S. Kelton also, give 
as graduates at this college from Mont- 
pelier : David M. Camp, 1810; Charles 
! Strong Smith, and Thomas Davis Strong, 
! 1848; Charles H. Heath, 1854; Benjamin 
Franklin Fiticld, 1855; Charles Daley 
Swazey, 1859, of Montpelier, and Geo. B. 
Nichols, now of Chiciigo ; Henry Dodge, 
now in California ; C. A. Sprague now in 

Watertown, Wis. ; Hollister, of 

East .M()nti)elier. 

graduates at middlebury college. 
Class of 1^06. — Rev. Chester Wright, 
tirst pastor of Bethany church ; ante^ page 

38«. 

Class of 1807. — Jona. C. Southmayd. 

Class of 1808. — Joshua Y. Vail. 

Class of 18 1 7. — Charles Watrous, 
page 498. 

Class of 1 820.— Marcus Tullius Cicero 
WiN(;, and Daniel P. Thompson. 
Class of 1825.— Asahel C. Washburn. 

(;rai)uates at Dartmouth college. 

C7t7Jj^i/*i825.— -Rev. George Barney 
Manser, first pastor of Christ Church ; 
ante, see pages 411, 414, 415. 

Class of 1832.— Charles William 
PRENTLSS, son of the Hon. Samuel and 
Lucretia (Houghton) Prentiss, was born at 
Montpelier, Oct. 18, 18 12. He read law 
and commenced practice at Irasburg ; rep- 
resented it in the Vt. legislature 2 years ; 
removed his office to Montpelier. He 
married Caroline Kellogg, of Peacham. — 
Alnmni tabUt. 
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Class of 1835. — Charles Rekd, page " Miretta (Witherell) Town, was bom ai 
513, whose wife, savs the record of Dart- : Montpelier, July 4. 1840. He read Uw. 
mouth, is grand-daughter of President " ^^^d,)^^ «!^'\^,^/'^ ^^^ i*^ ^^^^^^ 
tilcazer W iieelock 

Clasi of 1H36.-REI.FIEI.D and Coi.by; CAiw'/i^S— Hiram AuGLSTrsHcsE, 
Stoddard Colby, page 468 : Judge Redfield, ^"^^ *°" "^ "•'^'" S- and Kmily M. (Blod- 
DiL'e -^o 8*^*0 Huse, was born at Randolph, Jan. 

^ ., ,, . ,. I7» 1843: resident lawver at Montpelier, 

TiMOTiiv Parker Redfield, A. M., , , . t. • r ^i_ i- ^- t»- . 

the son of Dr. Peltg and Hannah (Parker) ^"^^ P^^^'^^ \^hx^mxx of the \ t. bt. Hist. 

Redfield, was born at Coventry, Nov, 3. Society ; contributor for Randolph in \-oI. 

181 1. He read law and began practice at n. this work, and to the present volume. 

iT'r.'^r.ii^nr'.r^n^ \^l'™ltl''^\^l <-'l^^ of i866.-Chestf.r W. Merrill. 

v t. Leijislature in 1830; was also a State ., •' c j^ j r ^* j i-i- 

o^«o»«^ :« .Q.c. ^Z....^A ♦u^* ...o,. ♦.. the son of Ferrand Fassett and Eliza 

.senator in I040: reniovecl that vear to .- - .,,. • i^x %. -n l ^%» ^ 

Montpclier. and there continues.' promi- Mana (\V r.ght) Merr.ll. xvas born at Mont- 

nent in his profession. He married Helen f ''?=''; •t'''-..^^. 1846. He has been an 

\i' ,i,.„ ,1./^ .♦ \f.,: \\':ii:o«> /'«««:- Assistant at the New Ipswich Acadera v. — 
\\ ., ciaugiitcr ot .Maj. William dranniss, jj ■ a lj a 

ofSlanstead, W o., Feb. 6. 1840. Isaac •*^^"""" '''^'^^• 

Redfield, I). C. 1S25, is his brother.— | Mr. Merrill is now Librarian of the Cin- 

Alumni tablet. cinnati Free Public Librar)'. 

Stoddard Benham Colby. A. M., the Class of 1866. — George Washington 

son of Capt. Nchemiahand Melinda (Lar- Wixc;, the son of Joseph Addison and 

rabee) Colby, was born at Derby, Feb. 3, Samantha Elizabeth (Webster) Wing, was 

1S16. He read law at Lyndon; began horn at Plainfield, Oct. 22, 1843. — Alumni 

practice at Derby; represented it in the tablet. \See pwxt pag€\ 

Legislature of Vt. ; rt-moved to Monlpelier. ,^, *- .0/:.. u .,„»«,» r u.,, ^u 

^ : 1 ♦•! .0/:. e* « ' \» L lass of 1867. — Howard F. Hill, the 

and remained until 1864; was States At- r t 1 v/v-i ^ a n: i *u i _j 

r M' I • ... .0 1 son of John M Llarv and Elizabeth Lord 

tornev for Wasninerton Co. in 1851 and /,-, \ it-h i ' * r* j vt u 

,u„, - 1 .7 r 4i I T e r (Chase) Hill, was born at Concord, N. H., 

1H52 ; became re;:ister of the I. . S. Troas- > , ^/ .q^I 1, -a ui^* 

^ • . .oi- II i..!! Julv2i, 1846. — Alum fit tabUi, 

urv m .Aug. 1S04. lie married, 1st, Har- -'-•*<' r - 

riet Elizabeth, daui^^liter of the Hon. Jabez . ^"^^r. Hill is now Rector of Christ Church, 

Proctor, of Proctor.sville, Feb. II, 1840; Montpelier. 

2d. Kllen Conulia, (Kiuiihter of Caleb Hunt. TH0.MAS w. wood 

of Haverhill, N. H.. Juh 12, 1855. — Alum- ..,. .^ .r ♦!, . i.,» . r..K« w^.^^ \^ ^\^^ ^ 

■ . 1, ^ •' ' ■'■' onlv .son 01 tlie late John W ood, is also a 

ni t ablet. ' . . ^ • 

son ot .Montpelier, of whom her people 

am,;/-i843.-Kev. Wii.uam Haves ^^e vcrv justlv and hishlv proud. With a 
L..RU. i)astor ot lictliai.y church, p. 393. , „a,ural'j;enius for sketching and painting, 

Clasx of 1847.— O/iAs O.R.swAi.i. I'lT- : he has i)ersevered until, bv his long e.vpe- 
KlN.thesoM..tUea •\ltn.damlOri,ha\V.,^i^.„^^. .,„,, ^^^^^^^ taste, 'he has t)ecome 
Pitkin, was born at Montpelier, Mav 2, r i i t- • j 
1S27. He taught at .Morrisville 2 years ; , '^"^' of the best realistic and portrait pamt- 
was head of the high school at Taunton, ers in the country, and has so commanded 
Ma.ss.. 5 years ; removed to Chelsea Mass., the admiration and respect of his brother 
in 1854. He marrie(I Caroline .M dau. of ^^^^^^^ ^,^^j j^^ is honored with the office ot 
W m. Muen.scher, ot Taunton, Mar. 1852. .^ . , , . . ... 
^4ljfffifij tablet. ' President of an association of artists m 

^, - o .. ... ,,r i New York citv. .Mr. Wood's winter studio 

Class ot\^^\. — Charles W KSLEV \\ IL- ■ . . ^, ,. ', . 

' IS in New \ ork city, but his summers are 
LAKD, p;ige 492. I ,, . -" ,, 

,., • o A- r- gencrallv si)ent in \ ermont, at**Athen- 

LUiss of [<S54. — Chaki.ks Fkanki.in , .. ' . 

S.MITH. Hie .son of Oramel Hopkins and ' ^^■^^^^^^' ^'^" ""^^1^^^ ^"^ beautitul cottage in 
Mary ((ioss) Smith, was born at Mont- a mountain gorge, which, however, over- 
l>elicr. about 1833, and died at Hancock, looks the village of .Montpelier. He is 
Mich., Apr. 23 1864, aged 31. He re.id ^^^^ ,,,,.,^.^. ^ ..^^v successful artist, but a 
law with his lather: went into practice at , ' 1 •' 1 • , , , , 

Chicago, 111., init removed to Hancock, . ; -^''^^^^'"^•^" '^''^^^ ^-^^ ^^'-^^'>' ^'-^teemed by all 
or 3 years prior to his death.— .////////// ^vho know him. We have hoped to re- 
tablct. I ceive data for a more detailed notice, but 

Class of 1862.— Chauncev Warrlner are obliged to go to press with this imper- 
TowN, the son of Ira Strong and Frances feet one. e. p. w. 



MONTPELIER. 



553 



{^Dartmouth Graduates ^ continued.) 

Herbert Stebbins, now at Andover Theo- 
logical Seminary, John W. Page, William 
A. Lord, Rush P. Barrett and Ashton R. 
Willard of this town, are also Dartmouth 
graduates. 

Amherst College — Class of 1869. — 
D. G. Thompson, Henry K. Field. 

Class of 1870. — John B. Thurston, J. 
Edward Miller. 

Class of 187 1. — J. C. Houghton, Jr., 
John V. Brooks. 

Class of 1876. — Albert A. Redway and 
Osman D. Clark. 

Deniso.n University, (Ohio).— Rev. 
Henry A. Rogers, present pastor of the 
Baptist Church, Montpelier. 

Grand Se.mlnary OF Arras (France). 
Very Rev. Zephyrinus Druon, — page 423. 

Grand Se.minarv of Vannes, (France.) 
Joseph Duglue, present pastor of St. Au- 
gustine's church, Montpelier, — page 424. 

Harvard College. — Class of 1^58, 
Rev. Charles A. Allen, first pastor of the 
Church of the Messiah; Rev. J. Edward 
Wright, present pastor of the same ; class 
of 1878, William Zebina Bennett, Profes- 
sor of Chemistry and Philosophy in W^or- 
cester University, Ohio; and Charles J. 
Hubbard, Romeo G. Brown and Carrol 
King are now collegiates at Harvard. 

Princeton College, N.J. — Rev. Fred- 
erick W. Shelton, who was rector of Christ 
church. 

Tufts College. — W. L. Warren, 1869. 

Union Theological Seminary, (New 
York city). — Class of 1863, James W. 
Davis. 

Yale College. — Rev. J. H. Hincks 
graduated at this college, A. B., in 1874, 
and at the Theological Seminary S. F. B., 
in 1876; and J. R. Brackett, Principal of 
the High School here has the ** P. H. D.^' 
from Yale, received in 1879. 

The following Montpelier clergymen 
have received the D. D. : Rev. Wm. H. 
Lord, Rev. F. W. Shelton, Rev. Andrew 
Hull, and Rev. Eli Ballou. 



Indies who have graduated at college : 
Clara Pitkin at Oberlin, Letitia Durant 
at Burlington, or U. V. M., Emma 
Hoyt at V'assar. 

origin of the christian messenger. 

A recent visit to the rooms of the New 
England Methodist Historical Society in 
Boston, has given us an opportunity to 
find the files of the early issues of the 
** Vermont Christian Messenger, -^ and from 
them we have the following definite infor- 
mation regarding its origin. The first 
number was issued under date of Mar. 12, 
1847, ^t Newbury, Rev. S. P. Williams 
being the publisher; Rev. Wm. W. Wil- 
lett and Rev. E. J. Scott, editors; N. 
(iranger agent, and L. J. Mclndoe printer. 
Mr. Williams (then presiding elder of 
Danville District) retired from the publish- 
ing interest as announced in the issue of 
July 16, 1847, and Messrs. Willett & Scott 
became the proprietors as well as editors. 
On Jan. i, 1848, the " Messenger" was 
removed to Montpelier, and on March 11, 
of the same year. Rev. E. J. Scott became 
the sole proprietor and chief editor, with 
Rev. J. T. Peck, A. M., (now Bishop 
Peck) as the corresponding editor. On 
Sei)t. 6, 1848, Rev. A. VYebster became 
joint proprietor with Mr. Scott, and on 
Mar. 6, 1850, the names of E. J. Scott 
and A. J. Copeland appeared as proprie- 
tors. On Nov. 6, 1850, Mr. Scott was 
announced as sole proprietor, and on Jan. 
I, 1 85 1, as sole editor also. We have not 
been able to find the files of the .succeed- 
ing years to 1 861, and will be very grateful 
for information which will give us access 
to any which may be in existence. 

J. R. Bartlett. 

Barre, Vt., Dec. 30, 1881. 

golden weddings. 

Mr. and Mrs. Capt. Joseph Somerby, 
celebrated the first golden wedding in 
Montpelier village many years ago. 

Mr. and Mrs. Worcester Sprague, cele- 
brated their golden wedding Mar. 11, 1878. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Nutt, celebrated 
their golden wedding June 18, 1878. All 
of this village. 
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THE 4TH OF JULY, 1807. i and roughly floored over, and the plates 

Well does the writer remember the ap- an^ some other of tJie heavy upper timbers 
pearance of the village the first time he ranged round the borders of this ground 
entered it, which was on the fourth of i frame-work. Near the centre of the area 
July, 1807. State street had then been thus formed, was erected a broad platform. 
sur\'eved, but not opened. There had '• on which w-as placed a table and several 
been Wfore one bridge across the Branch, " c»^airs for the orator of the day and those 
and that was at the Union House: but who assisted m the usual ser\ices : while 
even that had l>een carried awav, we think, i around it, on the borders of the whole 
bv the flood of the previous spring. At , area, w-ere erected bushes, or rather small 
afl events, no bridge was there then. The : trees, freshly cut and brought from the ad- 
men and women rode through the stream : joining woods on the hill, to ser\e for 
on horses, or in carts and wagons, and we ' ^^^^*^ ^^r the speaker and audience. The 
bovs rolled up our trowsers over our knees ', orator was Paul Dean, a Universalist mm- 
anil waded across, not one in ten of us be- 1 >ster, who resided in Boston, but who 
ing cumbered with either stockings or I about that Ume preached for some small 
shoes. The point of attraction was the ; P^nod m different parts of Montpelier. 
new State House grounds, and our way led | This was the first general public celebra- 
along the old road down the river, under I tion of the Fourth of July ever held in 
the hill, where the back street now ex- 1 Montpelier. A small village celebration 
tends from the Union House to the Cath- '■ was, however, held the preceding summer, 
olic Church. All on our left, after passing | in a booth, built in a meadow near the 
the Colonel Davis establishment, and one Davis mills on the Branch, and Dr. Ed- 
or two .small houses on the bank to the ' ward Lamb wrote and delivered the ora- 
east of it, was a smooth, broad, well-tilled \ tion. — Thompson. 
meadow, covered with waving green corn. 
Two lines of stakes running east and west 
could be traced through the midst of the 
meadow. 

** What in the world are all those stakes 
for, setting up so straight and curious, all 
in a row tnere .^" asked one of the older, 
out of town boys. ** Those stakes ? Why 
they are to show wliere we arc to have a 

new handsome street from the new Slate ,» , ,> i u* 1 .u t 

House right across the Branch, with a I^erley P. was brought up under the eye of 

fine, elegant new ])ri(lge," rei)lied a village ^'^'"- t)avis, married in East Montpelier. 
boy, pricking up with pride at the thought, j represented that town 2 years, and resided 
- A street" rejoined the other. - well, I i there until the breaking out of the rebell- 

wonder wheie thev expect to find houses ' • , a .or \ • • j 

. x.«;» 1*^... .... , -1 ; ion. June 6, 1861, he was commissioned 

to put upon It. It appears to me vou vil- 1 -' 

lage folks are trying to grow grand all at j Q"^rter Master of the 2d Regt. of \'ermont 
once. When you get the new State House 1 Volunteers, and went to the front. The 
up, 1 expect we shan't be able to touch \ writer of this notice was then in Washing- 

vou with a rod pole.'' ' j n 1 *i * • u 

' 'r^\^' * 1 i-*.i I * r 1 I ton, and well remembers the astonishment 

This natural little bout of words among . ,\ , , ^ . ,.. , 

the boys of that time, showed two things : «^ ^*^^ red-tipe gentlemen of the \V ar De- 
better than a page of elucidation; — first, partment at the promptitude of (J. M. Pitkin 
the extent of the important changes and ! in the discharge of his duties, and the vim 
improvements in contemplation for the 1 .j^^, ^^^^^^ j^^ demanded supplies. His 
village, and second, the st;\rting points of ' ... • , , ,. 

the simultaneous growth of that village controlling idea was that \ ermont boys 

pride and country jealousy, which, proh'a- w/^vV he taken care of, and they were, as well 

l)]y, are ever in a greater or less degree to as an efficient ofticer could do it. Hisvalu- 

l,e foimcl. wherever villages exist, to crow ^^^^ qualities were soon discovered, and in 

and atlet t supenoritv, and country towns , , , , , 

to Iniiid up and sustain them. ' '^'^^ ^^^''^" "^ >'^''^^ ^^' ^^'^^'" promoted to the 

When we reached the jjjace where tlie rank of Captain, and not ]on<,^ after to that 

then novelty of our national jubilee was to of Colonel and head of the Dej^ot Depart- 

he celel)rate(l, we found the exercises of ment of the armv of the Potomac. He re- 
the (lav were to he jicrformed on the . . m ' i- . i- .- •, 

ground'-work of the new State House, the ^'^"'^''^ ^^ Montpelier. where his tamily was 

foundation walls of which were all up, the located, and entered into busine.ss with 

sills and flooring timbers framed together, , Dennis I^ine and J. W. Brock in the manu- 



GEN. PERLEY P. PITKIN 

was born in Marshfield, son of Truman 
Pitkin, and grandson of Hon. Stephen of 
Marshfield, and Gen. Parley Davis of 
Montpelier. HLs father removed to what 
Ls now East Montpelier, and shortly his 
! mother died, leaving three young children. 
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facturc of saw-mills, which now have a wide 
reputation ; and this has been developed 
into the Lane Manufacturing Company, 
which now has the largest and most suc- 
cessful business which any manufacturing 
concern in \fontpelier has ever had. He 
resigned his colonelcy and was elected 
Quarter-Master General of the State, and 
having charge of the State Arsenal, and 
military supplies far beyond the wants 
of the State, he succeeded in making sales 
to foreign governments, which materially 
aided the State treasury and reduced the 
burden of taxation of the people. He rejv 
resented Montpelier in the legislature 
1874-5, ^^^ since his residence has al- 
most constantly been employed in town 
and village offices. E. p. w. 

FIRST ELECTION DAY IN MONTPELIER. 

By the terms of the act, locating the 
seat of government at Montpelier, the 
State House was to be completed by the 
first of September, 1808. It was done; 
and great were the preparations made 
among the villagers, and great the antici- 
pations raised among them and through all 
the surrounding community, in view of the 
advent of the new and important day of 
'* Election.''^ Streets were cleared of lum- 
ber and rubbish, side-walks prepared of 
plank or gravel, houses painted, new suits 
of clothes purchased, and everything made 
to assume the sprucest appearance. A 
fine artillery company uniformed through- 
out with plumed Bonaparte hats and the 
dress of field officers in all except the epau- 
lette on the privates, was organized from 
among the first citizens of this and the 
neighboring towns, to serve as the gover- 
nor's guard, and be in special attendance 
on Election days. Of this company Isaac 
Putnam, a man nearlv six feet high, weigh- 
ing over two hundrecl pounds, well propor- 
tioned, and as noble in soul as in body, 
had the honor of being chosen the first 
captain, and no one of those pre.sent now 
living can fail to recall his fine and com- 
manding military appearance on those oc- 
casions as he stood up between his soldiers 
and the encircling crowd, like Saul among 
the people. An iron six-pounder field 
piece had been procured ; and a thrill of 
excitement ran through the excited hearts 
of all the boys of the community at the 
news, that when the election of State 
officers was declared on Election day, ** a 
cannon, a great cannon, was to be fired in 
Montpelier Hollow !" 

The eventful day at length came, and 



with it two-thirds of the population of all 
the neighboring countrj-, 15 or 20 miles 
around, came pouring into the village. 
But instead of attemptmg any further gen- 
eral description of the then entire novelties 
of the day and their effect on the multitude, 
we will, at the risk of the imputation of 
losing our dignitv as a historian, again 
have recourse to the reminiscences of our 
boyhood. We were, of course, there on 
that day among the throngs of excited 
boys, congregated from all quarters, to 
witness the various sights and performances 
expected on that important occasion. A 
showy procession had been formed in the 
fore part of the day, led by the military in 
all the marching pomp of flying colors and 
rattling drums, and followed by the* State 
officers, members of the legislature and a 
concourse of citizens, and the Election 
sermon had been preached by the Rev. 
Sylvanus Haynes, pastor of the Baptist 
Cnurch of Aliddletown. The House of 
Representatives had been organized by the 
election of Dudley Chase, Esq., of Ran- 
dolph, Speaker; and a canvassing com- 
mittee appointed still earlier in the day and 
j)ut to work in counting the votes for State 
officers. And as the hour of sunset ap- 
proached, and as there had been for some 
noui:s no public demonstrations to be wit- 
nessed, a great proportion of the crowd 
was scattered all over the village. We 
and a lot of other boys were standing in 
the street somewhere against our present 
Court House, when, sudden as the burst- 
ing of a thunderclap, the whole village 
shook with the explosion of the cannon on 
the State House common. We all instant- 
ly ran at the top of our speed for the spot. 
When we had got about half way there, 
we met a gang of other boys from one of 
the back towns, who, taken by surprise 
and seized with panic at the stunning 
shock, were fleeing for their lives in the 
opposite direction; but gaining a little 
assurance from seeing us rushing toward 
the scene of their fright, one, braver than 
the rest, stopped short, boldly faced about 
and exclaimed, '*Hoo! I an*t a n^attom 
afraid I" and all now joining in the race, 
we were, in another minute, within a few 
rods of the smoking gun, which had been 
discharged on the announcement of the 
election of Isaac Tichenor as Governor. 
The next moment our attention was at- 
tracted bv the voice of Israel P. Dana, 
sheriff of the county, standing on the upper 
terrace of the State House, and loudly pro- 
claiming — ** Hear ye I hear ye! hear ye! 
the Honorable Paul Brigham has been 
elected Lieutenant Governor, in and over 
the State of Vermont, by the suffrages of 
the freemen . God save the people !" Then 
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another discharge of the piece saluted our 
recoiling ears and sent its sharp echoes 
from side to side between the encircling 
hills. Then came the announcement of 
the election of Benjamin Swan as Treas- 
urer, followed by a third gun ; then the 
last announcement of the election of Coun- 
cillors, followed bv a fourth gun ; and then, 
without further official announcements, the 
salute of guns was continued till one for 
each of the states had been fired. 

Such were the performances on the first 
'Election day in Montpelier, and such the 
interest and excitement they created among 
the multitude. — Thompson. 

HON. JOSEPH POLAND, 

second son of the late Dea. Luther and 
Nancy (Potter) Poland, was born in 
Underbill, Mar. 14, 1818; removed with 
his father in 1821 to Coit's Gore, now 
Water\'ille, and worked on a farm till 1835, 
when he came as an apprentice to the 
Montpelier Watchman office, and remain- 
ed until 1839. Januar)* i, 1839, he com- 
menced the publication of the Voice of 
Freedom^ but in less than a vear sold out 
on account of ill health. In June, 1840, 
he started the iMmoilU Whig at Johnson, 
and continued it 3 years. In 1844, he re- 
turned to Montpelier, and established the 
Green Mountain Freeman^ and continued 
it until Dec. 1848. In 1868, in connection 
with his son, J. Monroe, he purchased the 
Watchman and yournal, of which he is 
still in charge. It is probable that no ed- 
itor in Vermont, now in the harness, has 
had Mr. Poland's experience of 25 years in 
connection with the public press. 

Mr. Poland has held numerous public 
offices, the duties of all having been faith- 
fully performed: In 1842, assistant clerk 
of the House of Representatives; i852-'3, 
judge of probate for Washington County ; 
i858-'6o, state Senator: i870-'7it town 
representative; i86i-'68, collector of U. 
S. Internal revenue for the first Congres- 
sional District; 1 849-1 881, secretary and 
director of The Fanners^ Mutual Fire fn- 
sura?he Company — offices which he has 
held ever since the organization ot" the 
conii^any, and to which he has been an- 
nually elected by unaniinoiis votes. 

Mr. Poland may well be ranked as a 
veteran in the celebrated anti-slavery 



movement which has now become histori- 
cal, having enlisted In 1843, and conducted 
the organ of the party in Vermont, and 
served as chairman of its State Committee, 
for many years ; so that he may now prop- 
erly indulge in the double boast of both 
him that girdeth on the harness and he 
that putteth it ofT— ha\ing lived to see 
American slavery not only forever extin- 
guished by the organic law of the land, but 
remembered only with such detestation 
that history blushes at the record. 

In 1840 Mr. Poland married Mary Ann, 
daughter of the late Joseph Rowell. They 
had 7 children, of whom 5 have died: 
3 in infancy, Clara A., a beautiful 
daughter, in 1865, and Charles F., when 
developing into a promising manhood, in 
1875. Two sons survive, J. Monroe and 
Edward R. Mrs. Poland died in 1862, 
and in 1873 ^^^- ^* married Miss Julia M. 
Harvey, daughter of James K. Har\'ey. of 
Barnet, deceased. 

Mr. Poland joined the first Congrega- 
tional (Bethany) church in 1839, and for 
several years he has been one of its deacons, 
an earnest worker in its Sabbath-school, 
and a promoter of all reformative and 
Christian enterprises. He is favorably 
known in the churches of Vermont, and is 
now publisher of two religious newspapers, 
the Vermont Chronicle and the iVew Hamp- 
shire yournal. E. P. w. 

OLD PEOPLE OF 1881. 

The oldest man living in town is Dr. 
Nathaniel C. King, born July 19, 1789; 
settled in the north part of the old town in 
1805, and came to the nllage to reside in 

187s. 
The oldest woman residing in town is 

Mrs. Lucy Mead, born July i^^s 1789; hcos 

been a resident of the village since 18 13. 

The oldest person living in the village, 
and born in the limits of the old town. i> 
Grin Cummins, born P^b. 23, 180 1. 

The oldest person living in the villa;^e. 
born in the limits of the new town, is John 
(.). A. Peck, born in 1808. 

The oldest person living in town and 
born in the village limits, is Snow Town, 
born in 1806. 
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The oldest person living in the village, 
and born in the village, is Wm. Nelson 
Peck, born Sept. i8, 1811. 

The oldest resident of the village is Hon. 
Elijah Paine Jewett, who has resided here 
since 1805, and is 80 years of age. 

The oldest French resident of the town 
is Joseph Wood, who came in 1831, and 
is now 85 years of age. 

The oldest Irish resident in town is 
James McLaughlin, who came in 1832, and 
is now So years of age. Mr. John Murphy 
came in 1834, and is now 86 years of age. 

WILLIAM W. CADWELL. 

Among the very old and worthy citizens 
of Montpelier was William W. Cadwell, 
who was born in Hatfield, Mass., May 12, 
1 799, and in the same year was brought to 
Montpelier by his father. Wyllis I. Cadwell. 
He succeeded his father in trade for many 
years, and on retiring was employed as 
town clerk, magistrate, overseer of the 
poor, &c. He was esteemed as an honest 
man, always having the interests of the 
town at heart. He died suddenly in 1877, 
aged 78 years. 

The above was not written in time to 
appear with the biographies of deceased 
citizens of Montpelier. e. p. w. 

[W^e had filed and overlooked till now.] 

.MRS. GOVERNOR RANSOM, 

a native of Montpelier, and a sister of 
William W. Cadwell, Esq.. who died at 
the residence of her son-in-law in Fort 
Scott, Kansas, Nov. 17, 1877. She was 
for many years a resident of Michigan, of 
which state her husband was both 'gover- 
nor and chief justice. Mrs. Ransom's 
name before marrLige was Almira Cadwell. 
The home of the Cadwells was in the old 
house still standing at the head of State 
Street. Mrs. Constant W. Storrs and 
Mrs. (ieo. P. Ricker are the only represen- 
tatives of the old family left here, now. 
Almira Cadwell, it is said, was a beautiful 
girl. The old house was considered the 
only house in Montpelier worthy to re- 
ceive Lafayette in, on his visit to the capi- 
tal of the State of the Green Mountain 
Boys, for whom the great French General 
always had a particular admiration. 



MRS. SARAH SPALDING, 

widow of the late Hon. John Spalding, who 
was for many years the treasurer of the 
State of Vermont, died at her home in 
Montpelier Jan. 19, 1874, in her 83d year. 
Mrs. Spalding, a virtuous and excellent 
woman, was a great sufferer for many 
years previous to her death, and an inv^i- 
lid for over 40 years. A few days before 
her death, she had a second paralytic 
shock, after which she was never able to 
speak. She was the mother of 8 children, 
among whom was 

CHARLES C. SPAI.DING, 

a graduate of Burlin^on College, see page 
**Charles Spaldmg was first civil en- 
gineer for a time. In 1849, when the 
California gold fever broke out, he was 
among the pioneers who sought that auri- 
ferous land, making the passage in a sailing 
vessel around Cape Horn. His success at 
mining was indifferent. Returning home 
via the Pacific coast and the Gulf of Mexi- 
co, he spent about a year in Montpelier, 
when he went to New York and entered 
the ser\'ice of Harnden & Co. as express 
messenger between New York and Boston. 
Soon going West, he engaged in survev- 
ing and railroad engineering in Ohio, Illi- 
nois and Kentucky. At tlie time of the 
establishment of Kansas as a territory', he 
was living in one of the border counties 
of Missouri, where he married a Mi.s.souri 
ladv. He took part in the establishment 
of Its territorial government, making pre- 
liminary surveys and encouraging immigra- 
tion by writing special letters to the New 
York Tribune^ which attracted no little 
attention in the East. He published a pa- 
per in Lawrence, Kansas, and was elected 
an alderman, and was for a short time 
mayor of the city. He took the democrat- 
ic side on the outbreak of the Kansas war, 
and soon after left the state. He after- 
wards taught school, and at the breaking 
out of the war returned to the East, en- 
listing in the 6th Vermont Regiment, 
served 2 years, came home and started the 
Newport News^ at Newport, Vt. This he 
sold, and went to Boston in 1866, and took 
a position on the Boston Post, In 1869, 
he became connected with the Boston 
HeraUi^ and remained with that paper up 
to the time of his decease. He had been 
suffering from a complication of diseases, 
and his death was not unexpected. — Bur- 
lington Free Press, 

He was perhaps best known to the pub- 
lic through the police court column of this 
journal, which he has written almost con- 
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tinuously for several years past. The hu- marcus d. gilman, 

mor the philosophy, the philanthrom , I bom in Calais, Jan. 28, 1820. came to 
which he has there introduced into his ., ^ ,. . o j 

homilies upon the doings of the criminal ! *«o°^Pe''«'' '^ 1835. and was engaged m 
classes of thb Metropolis, have endeared j merchandise there and at Northfield until 
him in the hearts of thousands of people ■ 1845, when he started out on a tour in 
who knew him not personally, and who | search of a favorable place in which to 
will reCTet sincerely his demise. — Rutland i^^*^ t-. • . . j ^u * i • 

Herald ' locate. This tour embraced the Atlantic 

^^ ' , ^„ r . o ,j. cities from Boston to Baltimore, and the 

rSee biocraphv of Hon. John Spaldins:, . ... • , . . ^ , 

oa^e d87 1 *~ •&• , western aties and promising towns to the 

I Mississippi river. He was ereatlv im- 

JA3IES REED SPALfMNG, \ ^ ^ a v. r-x.' *u ^ ^ '• r 

•' I pressed by Chicago, then a fresh an- of 

of the class of 1840 died at Dover, N. H., ; about 8000 inhabitants, among whom ierc 

early in October, 1872, in the fiftieth year ^ \r * u . • , 

of hfs age. He was a native of Montpelier, I "^°> Vermonters. Ha>nng m the mean- 
and chose journalism as his profession, \ ^'""^ married Maria Malleville, daughter of 
soon after his graduation. He first gained ! Hon. Daniel Baldwin, of Montpelier, be 
reputation as the chief editorial writer of i left that town in June, 1845, with his wife 

the New York Courier and Enquirer^ dur- 1 ^^1 . • /• ^ ^a^^^ c r-u- j • 1 

^. , ^ r .^ : . * U ! and hLs few effects, for Cbicafo, and m less 

mg the last year of its existence. From | ' *--s"» «"" *" *«» 

that paper he went to the New York 1 ^"^"^ ^ week after his arrival formed a co- 
Worhi^ which he was interested in estab- j partnership with Charles Follansbee for a 
lishing as a religious, rather than a political ' general mercantUe business, wholesale and 
newspaper ; but the experiment soon failed .^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^ ^ ^ 

in that form, and when Mr. Marble got , , , / *^ 

possession of the paper, and turned it into : chased the entire stock, and from that 
a democratic organ, Mr. Spalding left it time, either alone or with different part- 
and went upon the Times, where he re- j ners, Mr. Oilman prosecuted his business, 

mained many years and did his best work. ; formostof the time in two wholesale estab- 
His daily leader — generally upon a politi- ' . . - , , , , 

cal subject— was uniformly the best piece j lishments--one of dry goods and the other 
of writing upon the editorial page, uniting ; of groceries — and so successfully prosecu> 
vigor with finish, full knowledge of his ted it, that he was content to retire in 1868, 
theme, and a statesman's grasp of its rela- ^-hen for two years he with his family re- 
tions. He had his hrst attack of paralysis ., . ^ «• ' -j v- ,, ' , 

beforethedeathof Mr. Raymond; and re- '^^^^^ ^^ Riverside, Newton, .Mass., and 
tired to the counirv. but for some months, then returned to the old homestead and 
at least, kept up his consUnt contributions the scenes of their childhood and vouth, at 

to the editorial department of the paper. Montpelier, where their beautiftil home 

He was a man of high literary attainments .|, . 

and was an essayist rather than an editor. 

To a moral character of great purity was Politically Mr. Oilman has been from 

added the fervor of Christian faith, which youth a Democrat, and his familiar ac- 

did not find utterance in noisy declaration, quaintance with and friendship for ** The 

but shone luminously in the simplicity of i r,^,^]^ r';o«f *« c*^r.k^« \ t^ 1 

1. J .1' ^' / 1 . Little oiant, btepnen A. Douglas, m- 

his manners, and the consecration of his • j • 1 • ill & . •" 

splendid powers to the advocacy of such ^P*^^^ »" "*"^ ^ ^^"^ ^^^^ "^ i^ever flagged, 
principles as he deemed best calculated to He has been the candidate of his p>arty for 
benefit mankind. The disease which im- Mayor, and also Treasurer of Chicago: 
paired his powers iri later life and eventu- ; ^^^^ ^e was tendered the candidacy for 
ally caused his death was apoplectic paraly- 1 „ _ - ,,,. . ,. , 
sis'. One of his finest public efforts was ^^^^ Treasurer of Illinois, which he de- 
an oration delivered at the semi-centennial clined. He was the representative of 
celebration of the foundation of this Uni- Montpelier. 1874-5, and the onlv man 
versity. in 1854.— <:'. /'. M. Obituary. ^^,^^ elected as a DcnuKrat since 'the di- 
Mr. Spalding was brother of Rev. George vision of the old town: but a Republican 
H. Spaidin^i of Dover, N. H., editor of legislature had so high an appreciation of 
tlic XrcK.' Hampshire Journal, and son of his integrity and business qualities that 
Dr. James Spalding— p. 445. Dr. James he was elected a Director of the State 
and Hon. John Spalding, father of Charles Prison. He was Librarian of the Vermont 
Carrol, were brothers. Historical Society. 1874-18S1, and has 
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rendered the Society and the State inval- 
uable services, and his declination of further 
service is a great loss. His taste is for 
antiquities, history and biography, and his 
private library in these lines is probably 
more extensive and valuable than any 
other in the State. He is an honorary 
or corresponding member of various his- 
torical and other organizations. He is 
President of the Vermont Numlsmatical 
Society, and will ere long appear as author 
of a Bibliography of Vermont^ which he 
has been industriously preparing for sev- 
eral years. 

Mr. Gil mart's political record to this date 
cannot be completed without adding that 
he was chairman of the Vermont delega- 
tion in the National Democratic Conven- 
tion of 1876, and voted for Samuel J. 
Tilden every time. His democracy is cer- 
tainly both unimpeachable and unappeas- 
able. 

For additional notices of Mr. Oilman 
and his family, see ante^ pages 155-157. 

E. p. w. 

A soldier's letter— war of '61. 

Extract : — Curtis A. Coburn was ap- 
|)ointed regimental |)ostmaster at Hrattle- 
i)oro, Vt., and also brigade postmaster 
while in camp near Wasliington ; we all 
liked him much. He was always very 
anxious that we should get our mails 
promptly and daily, if it was to be got at. 
He was transferred to the Signal Corps in 
August last, and was captured by the reb- 
els while on our retreat from Culpepper to 
Hull Run, in October. 

Sergt. Hiram M. Pierce, (in whom I 
feel more particularly interested, he always 
being with the Company,) has been a good 
.soldier and done his dut^* well in every 
spot and place, and by his good conduct 
won the esteem of every member in the 
company ; always cheerful and happy. 
While a detachment of Cos. B, G, and K, 
were doing picket duty at Conrad's Ferr)', 
Md., one year ago, he was detailed as act- 
ing quartermaster and also sergt. -major of 
the detachment, and in those positions he 
was found fully competent. By his gal- 
lantry at the battle of Orange Grove, he 
proved himself to be an earnest, brave and 
noble champion to the cause of humanity, 
liberty and his country. In the progess of 
that battle as we were ordered to fix bayo- 
nets and charge, on approaching the rail 
fence he spoke so loud that he was heard 



by every one in the company, ** Come' on 
Co. B,^' and was one of the first to climb 
the fence. He had been over but a mo- 
ment when I heard him exclaim — ** I am 
wounded, my arm is broken.'' The next 
time I saw him was at Brandy Station, Va., 
several days afterwards ; as soon as I heard 
that the wounded had arrived, I went down 
to see them, and I found Sergt. Pierce ; 
he appeared quite glad to see me, as I was 
to see him, but I felt ver)- sorry to see him 
with but one arm, (his left arm was taken 
off abov'e the elbow). He told me that it 
had been very painful, for on account of 
the hasty retreat of the medical corps from 
the field in light marching order, his arm 
was not attended to until two or three days 
after the battle. 

Lieut. Stetson, who had been in com- 
mand of the company most of the time 
since we have been in the service, drew 
my attention at the battle of Orange 
Cirove. He stood bravely at his post, re- 
marking **boys, keep cool, and do not 
shoot until you can see something to shoot 
at V Lieut. Abbott of Co. D, (then act- 
ing as 1st Lieut, of Co. B,) was doing all 
all he could to keep a good line, and also 
to preserve good order in the company. 
After (lilman Storrs was shot, a boy that 
we have missed very mi4ch, Lieut. Stetson 
(whom you all know is not verv ea.sily 
scared), grasped a musket, and asKing the 
boys if^ they had any ammunition for nim, 
I gave him some caps, and some one el.se 
some cartridges, when he loaded and fired 
as fast as he could, remarking that ** he 
hoped that each bullet would do good exe- 
cution, for they had killed his boy Gim." 
Lieut. Abbott camt out with us as orderly 
sergeant, and after he was promoted to 2d 
lieut. of Co. D, the company very gener- 
ously presented him a sword, oelt and 
shoulder-straps, costing about $50, as 
a testimony of their regard for him. — 
H'^a/c/tman, 

Curtis Coburn, who enlisted from Mont- 
pelier, learned the printer's trade at the 
Repository office, of Mr. Charles H. Sev- 
erance, now of the Watchman ofiice. 
Coburn died in New Orleans; see page 
523. Lieutenants Abbott and Stetson, see 
page 522. 

CHARLES W. LYMAN, 

[To whom we find the following tribute 
in the Baltimore American^ 

Died, Oct. 10, 1866, in Shelby. Ohio, 
after a short illness, C. W. Lyman, former- 
ly of Montpelier, leaving a young wifb, 
child and numerous friends to mourn his 
untimely end. 
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Ife wa> amun^ ihe foremosl who rallied 
to his f(iuntry"s defense when the tocsin of 
war sDUndcd, sening laithhilly and gal- 
lantly as a line officer in ihe "Wallace 
Zouaves" of Indiana. Subsequently he 
was promoted lo a position of great respon- 
sibilily in ihc Southwest, where, for al.ility. 
intCKrity and honor, he won the highest 
encomiums from such men as " Grant, 
Sherman and Mci'herson"— men whom 
the nation loves to honor. As a man and 



a friend he was generous to a fault, and 
few can boast of more nncere friendship 
or wanner admirers. As a father and hus- 
band he was all that love and fidelity could 
make him; young and fiiU of ambitious 
hopes, he passed from our mid.st a bright 
example to all who love the generous and 
the good.— H 'aickmait. 

His remains were brought to Monlpelier 
and interred in Green .Mount. 



CE.\TRAI. VERMONT DEPOT AT MONTPELIER. 
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crcEiiintiisoftheSl.ite low.dk through: 
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cjn^ph and exjiress offices upon the right. 
The whole building, wanned by steam, 
with all motlern conveniences. 

The first train of ears entered .Mont- 
pelier, June 20, [S49. The travelling 
public foundaccommodationsa few months 
until the first depot house was built, in a 
freight house, first built, just over the track 
south. 

At this point in our description, failing 
lo lind exact data to continue, we wrote lo 
J. W. Hobart. Gen. Supt. of the Cen. Vt. 
R. K. M St. Albans, that we had the en- 
firaving of the df]>ot, were preparing a 
sketch, and asking for such data anil in- 
lormation as he could give, who has sent 
the following descrijitive letter, which, find- 
ing so ill It resting, we have concluded 10 
give entire : 
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St. Albans. Vt., Jan. 2. iK8!. 
Miss Hemeswav : 

,I/<((/rtOT.— Your la vor of the 31st ult. came 
duly to hand, and i fttl much interest in 
the subject of your enquiries. Probably 
there is no one living who is more fa- 
miliar with the early hLstory of the railroad 
in Montpelier than myself. The advent of 
the cars into that beautiful town occurred 
OD the 4th of July, 1S49, andthe first train 
consisted of ten iilaiforni cars, loaded with 
100 bills, of Hour each, and covered with a 




; called the 



new while chetw canv^Ls over each tar. 
The train was drawn by engine Winoonki. 
John Uanforlh was eiyineer, ami the writer 
of lliis was the toiiduclor. Later in ihe 
day, passenger train.s ran in charge of the 
same persons, and well do I rememl)er the 
interest manifested and the lomniolion 
created among (lie people who came in 
from the surroundmg country. There 
beingacircus upon the meadow near Mrs. 
Nicholas" house, on the Ik-rlin side, which 
taken together with ihe usual 4tb of July 
as a holiday, the town was packed, and we 
were com|>elled to send men in aiivance to 
dear the way for the train. Kvery build- 
ing from which the cars could be seen was 
covered, everj' available window oecujjied, 
the tops of buildings were covered if pos- 
sible, and even the tree-tops were alive 
with )>eopk'. 

Warner Hine, who was then master of 
transportation, was the acting agent at 
that station during the summer of 1P49. 
In the autumn of that year the road wa.<i 
completed to Waterbury, and Mr. Hine 



with his force was removed to thai station, 
and Mr. J. Edwards Wright was made the 
first permanent station agent at Montpelier, 
where he remained until Aug. iKsi, re- 
signing his position at that tinie to engage 
in the purchaseof wool in Ohio. A. V. H. 
Carpenlcr, now the General Passenger 
Agent of the Milwaukee & St. Paul K. K., 
succeeded Mr. Wright, and remained in 
that position until June, 1IS62. at which 
time he was relieved to take another po- 
sition, and J. W. Hobart was enslalleJ as 
the agent. Up to that time Mr. Hobart 
had been a clerk for both Mr. 
Wright and Mr. Carpenter, 

As vou are aware, Montpelier 
is at the terminus of a branch 
of one and one-fourth of a mile 
in length, and up to October of 
that year, all the trains passed 
in and out over the branch. In 
October they discontinued run- 
ning the main line trains into 
Montpelier, but in place estab- 
lished a branch train, consisting 
simply of a small engine, fitted 
up w.th seats each side of the 

This engine ' 
"Abigail .Adams.' It was de- 
termined in the course of a very 
few (lavs that it would be im- 
|H>ssibte to del the business of 
the Capita! with the facilities 
then provided, .Sii the Presi- 
dent, Gov. I'aine, ordered a 
small car liuilt. as the engine 
— „;~^ |,,,jj „„( sufficient capacity to 
i> Siji .iKL.i haiiille a large tar, except under 
the most favoralile circumstan- 
ces. Meantime, however, a large car was 
[irovided, and when the business reuuircd 
It, the car was attached to this miniature 
engine, wliich in many instances proved 
imequal to the task, and the conductor, 
who was none other than the agent at 
Montpelier, Ihe cars of the branch trains 
having l)cen addeil to his duties, the 
baggage master, and many times the en- 
gineer, were compelled to push in aiding 
the engine the whole distance, and it was 
not unlrcquently the case, that the pas- 
sengers themselves, in resiKinse to a re- 
quest, would aid in furnishing power to 
move the train, 

1 cannot now gii-c you the name of the 
first engineer of this Iktle engine, but one 
of the engineers who is now there, came 
soon afterwards. (1 refer to >Mr. James 
Itowers, and I have no doubt he will give 



u the n; 



<■■) 



In due tinie the small car was finished, 
and we had less trouble. This car proved 
<fuite a novelty, it having been finished 
like an omnibus, with seats upon Ihe side. 
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who, lij the way. were not 
over and a.\n>yt: friendly t(i 
Miintptlicr, that the lacililii? 
were entirely lna<l(^|Uate : >i 
a full and (jiiite a res]n;ctalili. 
train was pruvided. lOnslslin}; 
of an eiij;ine caltt^I the "Klyinfj 
Dutchman." a baggage and a 
tirst-(;lasspassengercar. Soon 
after the management clianK- 
ed from Northtield to St. Al 
bans, and Montpclier »a^ 
evidently improved h\- the. 
James llowirs. whu 
.■ of thf 




is Mill t 



whor: 



idie-Fl> 






engineers w ..... 

Dutchman." J. W. Holiait 
remained there until .March. 
■H59. and vian .succeeded by 
the present incumbent. S. L. 
Huwe. Ks().. who was for some 
vious tlie assisUini of .Mr. Ilobari. 1 am 
very ncarlyas familiar with the hi>t()rviif the 
rallniad interest of Muntpulier since this 
period, liulaKitcoversa iieriiid of about :: 
years, aiul my time is limited, I leave it for 
others, .Mr. Howeand m.-inyothn-.s in Mont- 
pelier licin^; perfectly familiar with affiiirs 
since the aimve li.iie'of i.-^jy. It );ives me 
muchplea.suri-iotumiiiiiiiii;He ihe.-t; faas. 
andifthevareof any value to you in making 
up the historv ol the be".t linvn in the 
Slale. I shall" c.rl.iinlv be v.rv uell jiaiti. 
I k.i..M VL'i V wril all the ^inlll-mtn «hi>sc 
portrait.- \'<m h,m-. and ihev veruunlv will 
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Through the hall of the Central depot 
you pass on a broad pavement of brick 
over to State street and the Pavilion hotel, 
from the sle|)s of which jou look back and 
have a good view of the depot. The view 
was taken from the steps of the Pavilion. 
It is at the Pavilion the Governors always 
stop during the sessions of the Legiskiture. 

The baggage masters have been: Z. R. 
True. Gamaliel \V'a.shburn. S. E. Bailey. 
C. T. Hohart. H. W. Drew. T. W. liailcj. 
K, W, Thomji-son, W. H. I'ingree. Jam^ 
Kinii. The st.ition agent was conductor 
on the liranih till the Itarre road opened. 
sinie which T. W. liailey has been con- 
<luctor. S. L. Howe Is the present station 
agent. 

VA,- TiUs'aph ami Eifrfss (i?f.i-.— The 
\'ernioiit and Itoston Telegraph Company 
w.is incorporated h>' the October Se.ssion 
of the legislature. 1848. and a station es- 
I.-iblished at Montpelier in connection with 
an expres-s otiice of Cheney & Co.. of 
Boston, opened in 1849. The cxpres.-' 
oiiicc H.is tirst kept, until the opening of 
the p.i.-^sen^er depiit. here, in the Hubbard 
building. Col. 11. D. Hopkins wa.s the 
(irsi nian.n;ir of both the telegniph and 



r ;4 > 



\\\; 



naph oper 



IkilT. li.F..\lerrill.Willi,imtiii 
regg.lXuid Daiiicls.A, .S. Cas\ 



r iif the tclegr,i])h oltice : .Mr. 
operator. 
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The next building pflike public interest, | 
after tlie Central depot, is the depot of 
the 

HOXTPELIEK AND WELLS HIVKR R. R., 

run under W, A. Stowelt's administration 
since this road was opened, Nov, 24, 1873 ; 
J. G. Farwell station agent to the present. 
The conductors from here to Wells River 
have been, H. S. Doutwell, son of Colonel 
Levi Bout well, of Montpelier, George 
Smith, of this village, Henry VVhitcoml>, 
of Jonesville, Charles Ferrin, of this vil- 
lage, and Eugene Rand, present conductor. 

S«pt. — \V. A. Stowell; Cashier and 
GiH'l Pasitnger Ageitt. Fretl. \V. Morse; 
Traill Maslrr, Henry W, Whitcoinb, 

linginetrs and ftremeii. — John Carter, 
James Hadloek, Charles Field, James 
Boutwell, George Cunimings. Geo. Morse, 
Charles Noyes, W. S. Keelcr. Hcrlierl 
e aild Hancv ICd"t'ri\-. 



the most doubting and timid. He said in 
his life-time a thousand things which for 
genuine originality and severity were 
worthy of a professional satirist. Many a 
time have we seen in town or village meet- 
ing a prosy debate cut short, and the vote 
reached by one of his hrief, grutF speeches, 
as in the meeting of the Wells River rail- 
road company in Jan.. 1874. The meet- 
ing was about to ballot for directors, when 
one gentleman suggested that the Board 
should cimsisl of live instead of nine, as 
heretofore. Another suggested seven ; 
still others were on their feet ready to make 
some motion or suggestion, or engage in 
a little speech, when the sturdy old Colonel 
sprang nervously up, and said, " I think, 
.Mr. Chairman, we will have it nine. I 
want some to watch, as well as others to 
pray." This six-ech was the end of the 
deb.ite on that subject. The nine direc- 
tors were immediately ordered, and the 
election made. 

Once he w.is silling in the bar-room of 




Col. lloutwell,— there 
wide circle of his actiuaintanci 
who had seen another like him, 
was singularly expressivi 



avagc enough to chill you with fear, oj 
kindly enough to inspire the confidence o: 



viliim." with his knees well spread 
I before that familiar old fireplace, while he 
all the I looked intently on Ihe burning pile l>efore 
a person him. His face hi>n; a specially stern look. 
His lace j Some one came in. and .saluted him with, 
«uld look '" How .ire you. Colonel ?" His reply was 



as .ipt as original. " Well," he said: 
I manage to keep tolerably even tcmperc-d, 
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thank VI-; mad as llii' (k\ il ck'ar llirini;;li 
all lilt' limi'." 

Oil. Itfiutttell was a siipiinrttr •>( ilii- 
"Churcli of till.' Mes^i.lh"— Ctiitariiin— 
and a faithful atlt-ndant upon its scrvici's. 



T\\ 



■ lllrt. 



. -ipri. 
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season, sume litlk lioy.s of ihi: m-ij;hlior- 
liood got in tht way of loiterinf; about the 
door and vcsliliule of iht^ churcli durin;; 
servict hours Sunday evL'nings. As iht'y 
Iwcaine familiar, they htcomc also bold 
and somewhat noisy. Al li-njith (hey f;ot 
so curious as to ^o up and push the door 
to the audience room a litlk- open, and 
look in, I'hen if somd'ody in the audi- 
ence ( handed positi.m a little, so th.ll they 
apjirehended danger, thev would " i ut and 
run": bill ]iresenlly. when all w.is quiet 



n-U I, 



h <\U- 



E STKKKT.] 



ners. The Imys left the house by the 
shortest way. and run. some U)i sireet, 
some down, and some across. The Col. 
pursued liody in one direction. Leaving 
his hat in llie church, he soon lost also his 
wi;;. IJul without stopping to replace that. 
he followed on. Al length he closed in 
with one of the intruders, and shaking him 
and cuffing him in a way more frightening 
than damaging, and heading him toward ' 
the church, he said. " what are you about 
here, you little cuss, you ? Why ain't you 
up in there getting some religion, as you 
ought to be, instead of being out here 
raising fhe devil in this viay ?" 

The Colonel was uncommonly hald. and 
wiiliciut his heavy dark wig looked not a 
hit like himself. Once he w,is in the w.isli 
r.".m of ihe Pavilion, and for eomenii-nce 
in his .ibUitions had laid lii.s wii; ,i,ide. 



■Ltify thing-., and give 
ins in morals and good iii 



(piired, ■■well. L'ncle, why don't 
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some hair on your head ?" It was an im- 
pudent question, and the Colonel knew it. 
Looking savagely on the red head of the 
saucy young stranger, he replied, " When 
they made me, and had me ail finished ex- 
cept my hair, they told me that they had 
nothing left except red hair. I told them, 
then, 'I gad," 1 wouldn't have any. I 
had rather go without. They might save 
that for impudent young popinjays and 
fools." The young inquisitive and joker 
was perfectly willing to drop the subject. 




"At lo (a. .«.) he w.is met and wel- 
comed by the committee of arrangements, 
at Mr. Stiles', in Htrlin. The [jrocession 
was then formed, under direction of the 
marshals, and proceeded to MontiJclier. 

A little before 1 1, a discharge of artillery 
announced the near a[)])roach of the Chief 
Magistrate of the nation. On entering 
the village, he alighted from his carriage, 
and proceeded with the cavalcade, on 
horseback, to the Academy, through the 
Main street, lined on each side by citizens, 
under direction of Joseph Howes, Ksq, 
Returning to the head of State street, the 
President dismounted, was received by the 



the .State House under a national salute 
from the 'Washington Artillery,' 

In front of the State House, between 
three and four hundred masters and misses, 
students of the Academy and members of 
the scliools in the village, dressed in a neat 
uniform, each tastefully decorated with 
garlands from the lield of nature, were ar- 



ranged in two lines facing each other, in 
perfect order. Previous to the arrival of 
the escort, the two companies of Cavalry, 
with an expedition and regularity which 
did them honor, had placed themselves at 
a proper and convenient tlistance on the 
left of the juvenile procession. 

The President walked through thisassem- 
blage of youth, uncovering his head, and 
bowing <is he j)a.ssed, entered the Stale 
House under a fanciful arch of evergreens, 
emblematic, we trust, of the duration of 
our liberties, on one side of which were 
these words; 'July 4, I776:'an theother, 
■ Trenton, Dec. 26. 1776.' When in front 
of the house, in the portico of the second 
story, the Hon. James Fisk, chairman of 
the committee of arrangements, in presence 
of the military and a great concourse of 
as.<ieml)led citizens, delivered the following 
address : 
To the Presideitl of he United StaUs:— 

•• Sir : — The citizens of MontjJelier and 
its \icinity have directed their committee 
lo ])re«ent you their respectful salutations, 
.ind bid you a cordial welcome. 

Theinfancy of our settlements places our 
prt^ress in the arts and sciences something 
behind most of our sister state.s ; but we 
shall not be denied some claim in a share 
of that ardent love of liberty, and the rights 
of man, that attachment lo the honor and 
interest of our connlry, which now so dis- 
tinguish the American character ; while the 
fields of Hubbardlon. the heights of Wal- 
loomsack. and the plainsof Pittsburgh, arc 
admitted to witness in our favor. 

Many of those we now represent, ven- 
tured their lives in the Kevolutionary con- 
test, and permit us, sir, lo say, the value 
of lilts opportunity is greatly enhance<l by 
the consideration, that we now tender our 
respects to one who shared in all the hard- 
ships and dangers of that eventful period, 
which gave liberty and independence to 
our country ; nor are we unmindful that 
from that period until now. every public 
act of your life evinces an unalterable at- 
tachment to the principles for which you 
then contended. 

i With such pledges, we feel an unlimited 
I confi<lence, that should your measures 
' fulfil your intentions, your administration 
under the guidance of Divine I'rovidence, 
will be as prosjierous and happy as its 
commencement is tranquil and promising ; 
and that the honor, the rights and inter- 
ests of the nation will pass from your hands 
unimpaired. JA.MliS FISK, 

/■'or the Committte. 

•' To this address the President made an 
affectionate and appropriate reply, which 
was received with three times three ani- 
mated cheers by the citizens. 
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The I'n^skknt then, with his suite, timi- 
niillLt'. marxhals and clergy, visited the 
schools in the Repress natives' room, 
which was adorned with mai>s and globes 
drawn Ity the scholars ; while the front of 
the K^llcry and chandelier displayed a 
l>eaulilul v.iricty of vines and ornaments. 
The scholars received him bv rising, and 
Mr. Hill, the preceptor of tlie Academy, 
liy s-aying. ■ ! present to Yoiir Excellency 
tlie finest lilossom!! and fairest flowers that 
our climate produces' — he replied. ■ They 
are tlie linest nature can produce.' .After 



after Uking an aflectiooate leave of the 
committee of arrangements, ascended his 
carriage, and resumed his joumev to Bnr- 
lington." 



(iEOKGK W. 

.Mr. Barker was at one time postmaster 
of .Montpelier, and then high shentTof the 
County, and at the time of his death, a 
nell-known railroad contractor at Manito- 




For r 



: he 1 



inspecting the maps and globes, with ap- 
priiliation. he retired : was received at the 
doorliy the 'Washington .Vnilliry.' com- 
manded bv Capt. Timiilhy Hubbard, and 
escorted tlirough a line of citizens extend- 
ing from the Stale Hou-^e Ki the dwelling 
of Wvllis 1. Cl(iwcII. Ksi].. where he par- 
to<)l; of a c.lii i< .11,1 (ill., strved up "ill' ;id- 
niiral>le t.isle and tltgaute. 

The stlli>(il> tbiTi Irirnieil a proci-ssinn. 
prL-itded t>y the ■ I'irst l.iyhl Cimipanv." 



Vermont, a leading man 
at the Capital, and exert- 
ed a strong influence in 
shaping the action of the 
democratic party, both 
personally and through 
the I'trmorU Fatriol . with 
which he was for a time 
connected. When the \'t. 
Central railroad was build- 
ing, he was one of the 
contractors, and made 
about (lo.ooo — a hand- 
some amount for the time. 
He . subsequently took & 
contract on the New Yoric 
end of the Rutland and 
Washington railroad, but 
when a crash came in the 
afiairs of that road, he, 
with others, was obliged 
to succumb and go down. 
His loss was a heavy one, 
and involved others than 
himself, notably the late 

-rHEKT. jjjj^ ^ j{ Keith, who 

suffered to the amount of 
515.000. -Mr. Barker's next venture was 
at I'aliiL'ville. Ohio, and would have result- 
ed fa^'orabIy to him but for the fact that 
the company proved to be insolvent. His 
next move was Manitowoc above named. 
Judge Keith, who knew Mr. Barker better 
than any other man in Montpelier. though 
be lost by him. always had confidence in 
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a kind neighbor, and especially 

■ delighted to speak encouraging words to 

young iHcii. and the results of some of his 

endeavors in ^bi^ line h.ippen to he known 

(i> ibe writer of iliis brief notice. Mr. 
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Barker was a man not lobe forgotten. In 
stature, he ^¥as verj' large, and in manner, 
exceptionally genial. Though a man of 
position and well -formed opinions, he could 
tenaciously maintain his own view of a 
question without wounding the feelings of 
another. Mr. Darker was very fond of 
church music — especially ofthe fugue tunes 
in vogue in th<: early years of the present 
century, and he, Ferrand F. Merrill, Capt. 
A. A. Sweet and Dr. Gustavus H. Looniis, 
all of whom were as fond of that style of 
music as Mr. Barker was, used to have 
many a plcatant sit-down together, re- 
hearsing them, and deploring their de- 
parture from the choirs and the choir re- 
pertories. Of these four gentlemen, only 
Capt. .Sweet is living at this present writ- 
ing. Jan. 1882. 



ing a home as the town can boast of. Mr. 
Shepard availed himself so well of Our 
schools and Academy, that he has been 
able to discharge successfully every public 
duty. He is prominent socially, polit- 
ically and financially. For some years he 
was Director, Vice-President and Presi- 
dent of the old Kank of Monipelicr, and 
he has been Director and Vice-President 
of the Montpelier National Bank. He 
represented the town in the Legislatures of 
1862 and '63. and has also represented his 
Congressional District in a National Con- 
vention of the Republican party. 




RESIDl^SCE OF CII»»tGK C. SHKPAltl), 



Geokuk C. Shei'.\hi>, youngest son of 
the late Jonathan Shepard, was born in 
Montpelier. Aug. 26, 1820, and has been 
eminently a Montpelier man, not only 
spending his life here, but bringing a wife 
here, who is a grand-daughter of one of 
the earliest citizens of Montpelier, Thomas 
Brooks, and daughter of Joseph Brooks, 
who was a native of Montpelier: and he 
brought her to a beautiful Montpelier 
home, in the dwelling of the late Hon. 
Samuel Prentiss, which has been remodel- 
ed and improved so as to become as chann- 



who during the last days of his life occu- 
pied the house now owned and occupied by 
Col. Fred E. Smith, on Elm street, was a 
man to be remembered. 
He was by trade a saddler 
and harness- maker, and a 
man of very positive feel- 
ings and opinions, espe- 
cially in politics. As an 
abolitionist, he was out- 
.spoken, even to bitterness, 
and delighted to get into 
an argument with a con- 
servative whig, that he 
might ply him with hard 
([uestlons. His hatred of 
slavery, slave-holders and 
^' their apologists — Northern 
dough-faces, as he delight- 
ed to call them, wa.i most 
intcn.se. He was sheriff of 
STREET. Washington Co. from 1833 
to 1837, and held the office 
of .Sergcant-at-Arms at the State House 
one year, 1837 to '38. 

Another prominent and well-known cit- 
izen of Montpelier for many years previous 



WASHhUKN, 

who occupied a small cottage house on 
Elm street, opposite the old cemetery. 
He was for many years jailor, and also 
janitor in the old Brick Church, and his 
polite attentions to the needs of all wor- 
shipers there, are well remembered. He 
was a prominent Mason, and as such was 
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highly resficcied. Two lodges of the order 
are nsmrd in honor of his memory, one at 
Danville, and another in Montpelier. He 
died in Dec. i86S. H. I). H. 



.Appreclaling the uses of Christian wor- 
!thi|>. the fatliers of the town i^gan in 1817 
to discuss the propriety and necessity of a 
house for ttiis [luqmse. The first act was 
the fi)rmini; of ihi- " Monl[)elier Meeting- 




Wiggins, Joseph Howes •' to view the sites 
proposed, ascertain prices and conveniences 
of each." Nov. 11, ■■committee on plan" 
made their report, not accepted ; w^re in- 
structed to furnish a plan with steeple or 
cu]>ola. 

Nov. 34th, it was voted the houseshould 
be for the use of the Firet Congregational- 
ist Society in Montpelier, under the control 
of the proprietors; the sale of pews to 
at the State House, Nov. 2gth : 
forthepurchaseof a pewshould 
be pa_\-able to the society, 
and divided into three equal 
annual payments, one-half 
in neat slock or grain, and 
one-half in money : and the 
house was to be 6a x 70 feet, 
"exclusive of cupola or stee- 
ple," with t22 pews. 

Three lots were sharply 
contested for, one the site 
of the old brick house back * 
of Mrs. Hyde's ; one the lot 
of Mrs. Joseph Keed, oppo- 
site the State House, and 
the other that on which the 
[trickchurchwasbuilt. They 
had to resort to the ballot, 
taken at the -State House, 
Dec. loth, which resulted 
for the Houghton "spot."' 
The house Co.st over $6,000. 



We 






housL- Society, consisting of 62 gentlemen 
at first, ami which lis! embraces, we judge, 
all the then prominent men of Montpelier : 
Samuel Prentiss. Samuel (ioss, K. I'. Wal- 
ton, (k-o. Wiirthinglim. Nicliol.is liiivlics, 
Syhaini-; H.,ld\vin. Daniel ULililwin. H..ldcn 
I'uliiam. Jr>n:illi,in S!n-panl. and others. 
In Dec, iH:!o. (he list w.is augmented U 
2$ n.imi-.s more. (If tho^u .i.iive men 
mine are n<n\ living. 

The .Mniety at ic^ lirsi meclin;;. Nov. 4. 
(Kr;, volfd lu Uiilil a house. Sylvanus 
Baldwin. Jeduih:in l,i>omis, .Samuel tloss. 
Calvin Winslow :ind J. H. Langdon to re- 
port .1 jjbn; Loveivell Warren. Joseph 



,s ready for occupancj', 
n but its use was tendered to 

the General Assembly for 
the Election Sermon on the 2d Thursday, 
Oct. 1820, and to the .Masonic Society the 
day previous, and Dec. 29th. 105 pews had 
been sold for S7,63o, of which Calvin Wins- 
low, the contractor, received $7,000. The 
highest price paid for a pew was S151. by 
Josei>h Hoives. Richard Wilkins. Jedu- 
th.in Loomis and Samuel Go,ss paid S150 
each for a pew : Chester Houghton. S140 : 
Jonathan Shepard, ?I20: Salvin Collins. 
Sd?. . . . And the old Brick church 
remained the Sabbath home of this s >ciety 
for more tli.in 45 years. The last .-ervice 
in it was Sunday. .May 6. 1S66. In a few 
riavs the walls of the old church and the 
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Masonic hall were leveled lo the ground, 

and the present Bethany church occupies 
the site. 

lletliany exterior, 134x72, height of 
nave. 65 feet ; Gothic architecture ; tower 
height, 68 feet, zixzi; chapel, 50x35; 
ridge, 36 feet from ground ; church and 
tower, walls and buttresses, dark red stone : 
arches, mouldings, etc., dark blue stone ; 
chapel walls, Burlington stone, almost 
white, with warm Hush of rose ; trimmings. 
of dark red stone ; at eastern vestibule. 
with wide corridor and three porches, with 1 



opens up: Interior divided by columns 
into nave and aisle, with an apsidal chan- 
cel; church and chancel, deep wainscotted 
in chestnut, with black walnut cap and 
base ; beams of the roof cased in chestnut ; 
ceiling, a clear blue ; walls, a soft stone 
color: aisle-roof, nave-roof, arches, clere- 
story, spandals pierced with capsed open- 
ings, all highl}' ornamental ; principal tim- 
bers of the roof, nchly moulded ; roof open 
quite to the ridge, 60 feet high from the 
floor of the audience room The roof of 
thechani.cliS!>upporlcdby detached shafts, 




RKSiriENCE OF JOSEPH I>OLAND, SCHOOL s 



tall gables finished with cappings of the 
dark blue stone, terminated with foliated 
crosses; and in the gable of the centre 
porch, in wall-recess, with pointed arch, 
the great rose-window, rich in tracery and 
stained glass ; from the cornice of the 
belfry rises the spire, enriched with shafted 
windows, canopies, ornamental slating, to 
a linial and cross of gold, 153 feet from 
the ground ; between the side walls of the 
church, arched windows, supported by but- 
tresses, filled with tracery ; roofs of church, 
chapel porches, covered with slating in al- 
ternate bands of plain and shell-work. 
As you enter from the ve.stibule, thus it 

73 



their moulded liases resting on corbels in 
the angles of the apsis ; carved ribs rising 
from these shafts to the stained glass sky- 
light in the centre ; the chancel is separated 
from the nave by a richlj-moulded arch, 
resting on clustered shafts; windows all 
with arched mouldings, resting on orna- 
mental corbels. 

Choir and organ in the chancel, sepa- 
rated from the pulpit by columns and in- 
terlacing arches. The blue ceiling here 
and buff borders, panels with 
in color and panels with me- 
dallions. The walls of the chancel are 
maroon, border of crimson and butT, vine 
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of oak k-avcs in blue : cli.incel »in<low>. 
stained kI^*-"- l)or(1<.-n.-cl in blue, each wiih 
medallion in I'rimsim ; [>ur]jle wall Ijtlow 
eacli winduw. liorder uf olivt. wliltt: and 
Xreeii, wiili two panels with (iuthii' heads 
and s]iaiulrds lilk-d with urnamcnis. The 
nholc Cdlorinji nf die interior is exceed- 
ingly rich and eluistv. over nave anil ai^IL'S. 
as well as chaniel. The iximpartinent^ 
formed in the liliie ceilin); by the riiol 
liinlicrs, have wide, rieh borders — di.nj- 
onal bandh oi triiiison and buiT. The rool 
limliers are a rich maroiin. lieckeil widi 
oran)^'. yellnw, and a .slL-ll.ir pallcrn in 
li^lhter niariHin : the ^ineids nil the en(l> of 
haninier-beam>. a white ground with crim- 
son Imrder and scroll ornamenLs: •■walls 
and eoiiimnn l>eliiw. neitlral }:ray: shafts. 




colors of the stained glass in the whole 
interior, chancel, side walls, clere-slory, 
exceedingly beautiful. The chancel win- 
dows and large rose window*.s arc es- 
pecbtty rich." with a declaration of the 
.Most Holy Trinity in thi; centre light of 
the great rose window. 

l.lur view represents the Interior of 
this church, for the history of Rethany, 
^ce Mr. Walton's paper. ))age 2SS : also 
396-407. For the historian who writes 
up tlie history of the next hundred j-earsof 
.Monipelier. this handsome edilice of stone 
wilt remain perfect, as now : to the old 
U'liieh has already passed away, we tliere- 
forc give the mure space and ihc more care 
to gather up iLs fragment-s now. before ir- 
revocably lost. 

The organ is superbly 
pleasing lo the eye. har- 
moniies admirably with 
the interior of the church, 
and for general quality o( 
tone, and chaiacteristic 
voicing of individual stops,- 
-^- we have never heard ex- 

celled : The clarionette 
seems like the ^■erLtable 
iiiKlmment itself, the obeo 
approximates more ncarlv 
t(i the true imitation than 
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heard called by its name — 
ihi- T'lir kunutna — people 
liearing it are actually de- 
cei\e<l by it, and lix>k 
around to see who is sing- 
ing. We have many times 
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vcnlioDS, and for 37 years conducted the 
musicin "Bricl("aDd "Bethany" churches, 
and so on ; who knew the leaders in the 
" Old Brick"' from the first day 10 the end, 
and who ought to have beeii asked for a 
paper on this subject, and would have 
been, had the Compiler been aware of his 
relations to these matters in time. Moses 
E. Cheney, of Barnard, the old popular 
singing-master of the State, says, " Brother 
Hopljins must be remembered when you 
notice the churches, certainly. He has 
done more free labor in Montpelicr than 
any other man. and that so well." 

The first transient singing-master that 
ever taught here, says Mr. Eiojitins. was 
Joseph Wilder, from Derby, Vt.. and the 
early choristers of the Brick church were 
Hon. Joseph Howes, O. H. Smith, Es([., 
several years. Dr. (;us^a^us Loomis, Chas. 
W. liadger, and Moses E. Cheney, who 



May. 1839, and was attended by towns- 
people not only, but by clergymen and 
lawyers from all parts of the State. The 
facts relating to this convention should 
not go unmentioned. and the honor of it 
should be placed where it Ijclongs. with 
Moses E. Chene)'. ilic true Vermonterand 
antiquarian . 

John H. Paddock was the first organist 
here. George W. Wilder, who is in busi- 
ness now at the head of State street, an 
esteemed citizen of Montpelierat the pres- 
ent time, was another organist at the old 
Brick, also Miss Ho.sford and a Mrs. 
Itigelow ; and John and Zenas Wood were 
leading singers at the "Old Brick" in its 
palmy days, and perhaps others— doubtle.ss. 

.Mr. H. assisted at. and reported for all 

the mu.sital conventions held ai Montpclier 

for morn than 20 years, in which he .says, 

in rejmrt of the Annual Central Vermont 

Mu-Mcal Conven 




Uon held at Wash 
int:ton Hall 
villa{,e Jin 67- 



thiR 






Mr 



Phillips of St 
Albans elicited 
the fir^t hearty 
a])pliusc, and Pro 
fessor N L I hil 
Il[) of Barre the 
nnn \ho perhaps 
has taught more 
1 ngcrs thtn any 
other m Central 
iv \ rmont appeir 
— ^ — asuperbsolo. 
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led the singing of the old lirick church 
about 1840, for 3 years, and did much to 
inspire the .service of song with new life. 
He, also, was the projector and conductor 
of the first musical convention ever held 
in Vermont, and it is believed in America. 
It has been so stated in the public prints. 
and has never licen denied. The con- 
vention was held in the old Brick church. 



vigor and force of 

that voice, a grand 

type of what we 

wish all voices might be at sixty. The 

5th and 6th same annual conventions Mr. 

Hopkins directed. 

His first letter to the Boston Journal 
was written in l8;9. and until the failing 
of his health, in 1875. he was the only 
regular Vermont correspondent of that 
paper. He has also written quite exten- 
sively for the Montpelier and other Slate 
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pai>ers. For some few years he has been 
too much of an invalid for business labor, 
but occasionally now writes a good article 
for press. We havcbeenindebtedon these 
last pagL's to his present pen and huKc old 
scrap-l>ook for several articles. As a S|«ci- 
men of the Colonel's humorous vein, we 
purloin the followin}; : 



SONG OF THE DYING YEAR. 



TO ^ 



11,1) BOOTS. 
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Josephine M. Sweet, a 
native of Montpelier. a 
contributor to the H'a/ci- 
urati. Green .UouiUain 
Freeman, etc, under the 
m»n de plume of " Evan- 

The zephyTS commence 
to come, the poets from 
,i1iroad join to help Mont- 
pelier sons and daughters 
sing — one. [was it the 
Hon. Wm. C. Bradley?] 
It is like his'Hit, very, and 
of his jialmr time, joins 



[Written soon after the 
adjournment of the \'er- 
mont legislature. Nov, 

1826.] 



\\t KunrrilioB arihc p*ople'a r 
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ThfT Inul Uif Ir Itolatr, Ia>l Ilwlr C»U<I. 
AbiI IrMt llu'li rH4f, and /^h. ind fl 

Amos W. liaritum. Vergennes. 
Itcnjamin F. HaiUy. Hurlington- 
His Excellency Eira Hullrr, Wat' 

Samuel H. Bilker. Arlington. 
Samuel Clark, nrattleboro ; Jona 

Middlctown. 
Benjamin Swift, St. Albans. 



David Barber, Hubbardton. 
' Abel W. C'>l'"'. Pownal. 
Leonard Walker, Springfield; James O. 

Walker, Whiting. 
i Leonard Mason, Tra. 

Ira Smith, Onvell ; Aiahel Smith, Ludlow; 
Israel H. SmitA, Thetford ; Joab Smith, 
Fairfield. 
Luther Carpenter, Orange ; Dan Carpen- 
I ler, Waterbiirv. 
Alexander .\ftlle'r, Wallingford. 
i Nathan Fisher, Parkerstown, now Mendon. 
Robert ». ^^/«,' Middieburi-. Speaker. 
spear— na such name in list of the Legis- 
lature in Walton's Register, for 1826. 
Johnson I'inny. Monkton. 
; E^ra i'ike. Jr. .Vineyard, now Isle LaMotte. 
Benj. Snvaii, Woodstock. Suie 'I'reasurer. 
U A'r K I lick CI elsea 
Sh a In b Welh 

W 11 am \ Me Charlotte. 
N-itlianKo( g Strafford. 
Moody ^( ^ Maidstone. 
D ght ( ay Stockbridgt. 
rhomis let Highgate. 
Willam Spei /.Corinth. 
J bt/ I rit r Councillor. 
Eiarn-ibi P 1 Weathersfield. 
\V II in A / Jhier. Danville. 
Kol rt 7e pie Rutland. 
Jinesyrf/ Walden. 
LI irlc C/ ir I Hancock. 
\lrdani / ill Athens. 
\hin Iloii Montgomery. 
William Hall. Rockingham. 
Jarius Hall, Wilmington, 
KurgL'ss Hall. Shelburne. 
Samuel /////. Creensboro. 
William lihinies. Richmond. 
Josiah lAiiif. Wheelock. 
(Iciirge Warren, Fairhaven. 
John Bridge. I'omfR't. 
Jonah Sheitil. I'eacham. 
Melvin Barnes. Jr.. CIrand Isle. 
Wells De Forrest, Lcmington. 
Nathan Wmid, \'crnon; Jonah Wood, 

Sherburne; Ziba Wooiis, Westford. 
Major Hawley, Manchester. 
David M. Camp, Derby. 
Richard Scott, Straiton. 
Thomas G. French. Brunswick; John 

French, Minehead. now Bloomfield. 
Samuel C. Crafts, Orleans Co. Councillor. 
James Ambler. Jr.. Huntington. 
Nathan Wheeler. Grafton. 
William Steele, Sharon. 
John Feck. Washington Co. Councillor. 
I Ephraim Kice, Somerset. 
I Wolcott H. Keeler. Chittenden. 
I Calvin Solace. Bri(l[Jort. 
Thomas Child. Dakersfield. 
I Darius I'ride. Williamstown. 
Dana Hyde. Jr., Guilford. 
Nathan Botfum, Shaftsbury. 
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Patsnts, we have not had any paper 
prepared for: Dennis Lane to<^ out a 
patent for improvement in head, blocks for 
saw-mills, Sept. 6, 1864 ; Asbbd Stim- 
son, in 1876, for spring-binges for doors. 

At THE Centennial, Montpelier Man- 
ufiu^turing Company took the award for 
. diUdren^ carriages, and F. C. Gilman for 
sulky and buggy. 

. SONS AND CmZENS QF MONTPELIER 

ABROAD. 

We have not yet obtained a satbfiurtory 
list. We will mention here briefly the 
few not already included in a fiuniJy no- 
tice in these pages, that have been fur- 
nished to us diiefly by Chas. De F. Ban- 
croft and Mr. Walton, and will be pleased 
if a more extensive Ibt may be given for 
the County volume. — Ed. 

L. L. Walbridge, a nadve of Mont- 
pelier, has been reporter for the Boston 
Jnumml^ and city editor of the St. Louis 
Democr4U\ is one of the best short-hand 
writers In the country ; was one of the wit- 
nesses on the impeachment trial of Presi- 
dent Johnson. 

Wm. Pitt Kellogg, present U. S. Sen- 
ator from Louisiana, the son of Rev. Sher- 
man Kellogg, we counted once as a ** Mont- 
pelier boy ; '' also, Henry C. Nutt, son of 
Henry Nutt, of this town, now President 
of the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad ; Joel 
Mead, a wealthy lumber merchant in She- 
boygan, Wis. ; James Mead, his brother, 
a leading banker in Oshkosh, Wis. Their 
aged mother still resides with us ; Wm. P. 
Strong, son of the old hotel-keeper here. 
President of the Atchison, Topeka and 
Santa Fe Railroad, a brother of his in 
Faribault, Minn., and another, a prominent 
business man in Beloit, Wis. ; Edwin S. 
Merrill, son ot the late Timothy Merrill, 
in Winchendon, Mass. ; George Silver, 
son of Isaiah Silver, in Tivola, N. Y. ; 
James Davis, son of Anson Davis, and 
great-grandson of Col. Jacob Davis, Pro- 
fessor in an Institution in New York City ; 
Dodge W. Keith, son of Hon. R. W. 
Keith, who gives his father's portrait to 
the work, a successful merchant in Chicago ; 
Harold Sprague, a merchant in Chicago; 
R. J. Richardson, of Des Moines, Iowa, 



a grain merchant; Jambs and Fjlank 
Muux)ON were bom pocn- boys, now 
successful traders in Wisconsin ; Henry 
L. Lamb, in Troy, inspectcH- of banks, has 
been editor on the Troy Times \ Col. E. 
M. Brown, editor of the New Orleans 
Ddta during Butler^ administration ; Azel 
Spalding, a member of the Kansas House 
of Representatives in 1861 ; Hon. A. W. 
Spalding, son of Azcl, Senator of Jeffer- 
son County, Kansas, in 1863 ; Fred. T. 
BiCKFORD, who has been Superintendent 
of the U. S. Telegraph Co. at Pittsburg, 
Pa., and Superintendent of the Russian 
Extension Tel^p^h Co's. line in Siberia, 
now at Washington, D. C, we think ; and 
many others whom the old friends at home 
would be pleased to see enrolled on their 
list of sons and citizens abroad. 



Omission in Mr. Gilman^'s list of Mr. 
Walton^s printed papers — an address on 
the death of Stephen A. Douglass in 1863, 
printed by order of Congress, e. p. w. 

Page 365 should read, ** we do not give 
sermons when the statements seem suffi- 
cient ; ^ we sometimes give sermons — his- 
torical ones. 

Page 539, ** where the sun touches first 
the grove,'' not ** where the sun touches 
first the grave."' Same paper, page 537, 
iron-framed ; not corn-framed. 

Page 478 should read, an obituary by 
Dr. Sumner Putnam. 

Page 424, The interior of St. Augustine's, 
for there are two side aisies. but no centre 
aisle, should read, there are two side aisles 
and a centre aisle, and ** Between the win- 
dows, in simple black wood frames, the 
stations," should read instead, in gilt 
frames. In this last mistake we wholly 
exonerate our compositors — it was our own 
mistake^ in the press of our cares but too 
carelessly made ; and it should have been 
added, the church has very handsome vest- 
ments and altar adornments, a lovely statue 
of the Blessed Virgin, and upon a Christ- 
mas night or Easter morning appears very 
fresh and beautifiil. — Ed. 

Page 530, John W. Culver in 1833, not '35. 

Montpelier's Lament, page 572, from old 
scrap-book of Dr. Bradford, of Northfield. 



EAST MONTPELIER. 575 



EAST MONTPELIER. 

BY HON. H. 8 KELTOX. 

The town of East Montpelier was organ- 
ized Jan. I, 1849, having been set off from 
Montpelier by the General Assembly at 
their session in 1848, on the petition of 



bers 2,750 trees, all supplied with tin tubs, 
the sugar-house and fixtures being fully 
equal to the requirements of so large a 
number of trees. In a good season they 
make 10,000 lbs. of sugar, for which there 
is a ready sale, rendering it one of the best 



citizens of Montpelier village. The meet- 1 industries of a large farm, 
ing for organization was called by Addison j The industries of East Montpelier are 
Peck, a justice of the peace, on the peti- ' chiefly, almost exclusively, agricultural ; 
tion of 6 freeholders to him directed for ! the farms are of medium size, generally 
that purjwse. containing from 75 to 150 acres, some of 



The officers elected at this first meeting 
were : Mod. Addison Peck ; town clerk. 
Royal Wheeler; selectmen. Stephen K. 
Stevens, Isaac Gate, J. C. Nichols ; ireas.. 



200 to 300, and a few as large as 400 acres, 
devoted to a mixed husbandry, the dairy 
decidedly takin;; the lead ; some attention 
is given to the rearing of blood stock, — of 



A. Peck; overseer of poor, A. Peck; con- horses, cattle, .sheep and swine. 

stable, J. P. VV. Vincent. i There are two small villages in town. 



The first child born in town, after organ- 



EAST VILLAGE, 



ization. was Clara Davis, daughter of Pear- j situated on the Winooski, containing a 
ley and Cynthia Davis. Jan. 19, 1849. ! meeting-house, school-house, store, lav- 
The first marriage was Rodney G. Bassett ern, post-office, established about 1825, a 
and L. Amelia Willard, Jan. 21, 1S49, hy , grist-mill, saw-mill with planer, two car- 
Charles Sibley, justice of peace. penters and joiners and blacksmith shop. 

The town is bounded northerly by Cal- 'I'liis village has suffered great loss by 
ais, easterly by Plainfield and a small part fires: 1817, or thereabouts, a hulling mill 
of Marshfield, southerly by Herlin. from ' was burned; 1825, or '26, a blacksmith 
which it is separated by the Winooski riv- shop: 1847, the tavern-hou.se, store, two 
er and a part of Harre, and westerly by learns and all the out buildings,— property 
Montpelier and Middlesex, and conUiins ' of John Mellen ; 1852, the Union store 
18,670 acres: population in 18S0, 972 ; and goods ; 1859, the blacksmith shop of 
grand li.st in I881, 59,251. ^'- ^V. Lewis; 1868, the store and goods 

The township is watered by the Winooski of C. H.Stevens, together with the barn 
river, which runs through the southerly ! of C. C. Willard ; 1869. the store of J. C. 
corner, and along the southerly boundary, , Nichols, with the goods, the property of 
by Kingsbury Branch, which, after drain- 1 Col. Randall; also in the immediate neigh- 
ing the numerous ponds in Woodbury and borhood, 1857, the house of Norman 
Calais, crosses the northeasterly corner | French : 1866, the house of George Dag- 
of the town, and enters the Winooski : _ gett. one of the best houses ever built in 
(its name was derived from that of an ' town— struck by lightning ; 1871, the Iwrns 
early settler living near the stream,) and 1 of C. A. Tabor, together with all the farm 
by numerous small streams, affording i produce, tools, and four horses, 
many excellent mill-sites. The surface of [Store and tavern since burned.— Ki).] 
the town is uneven, but the soil is good north montpelier, 

and productive, and there is scarcely any 1 situated on Kingsbury branch, contains 
waste land in town. The prevailing char- ■ a post-office, store, grist-mill, saw-mill, 
acter of the rocks is slate and lime, with '■ woolen-factory, l)oot and shoe-shop, black- 
granite boulders scattered in the easterly ' .smith shop, and the manufacture of musi- 



part. Of timber, the .sugar maple, beech, 
spruce and hemlock largely predominate, 
with a great variety in less quantity. 

There are some very fine sugar orchards 
in this town ; that of Cyrus Morse num- 



cal instruments by E. D. & G. G. Nye. 
The water power in this place is very ex- 
cellent. 

There arc ten school districts in town, 
each supplied with a good, well-finished 
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school-house, where a school is kept from of Elder Benjamin Page. They held their 
6 to 9 months each year, besides four frac- meetings in barns, dwelling-houses, or 
tional districts, where the scholars attend anywhere where the way was open for 
school in adjacent towns. i them. Subsequently there was a church 

LIBRARIES. organized by the same denomination in 

In 1794, a circulating library was estab- the north part of the town, under the 
lished at the center of the town, in the | preaching of Elder Paul Holbrook. 
house of Pearley Davis, — he being librari- ' universalists of east moxtpelier. 
an,— conUining 200 volumes, made up of Twoof the most active pioneers of this so- 
history, travels, biography, and works of cicly were the late Gen. Parley Davis of 
scientific, philosophic or moral character. Monti)elier Center, and Arthur Daggett, 
These books were freely circulated through ■ ^-ho lived and died near the East village. 
the town for a long period of years. The . These first settlers in town had preaching 
ladies' circulating library was established of the faith they cherished, at an early day. 
in East village in 1859, containing 223 vols. ; Rev. William Fanvell, Hosea Ballou, l»aul 
A Sunday school library of 290 vols, in jjean and John E. Palmer were the first 
1850: one at North Montpelier of 160 vols, ministers. Their society here was organ- 
in 1867. In 1861, an agricultural library i^ed Feb. 8, 1834. The cause prospered 
was organized at East village of 116 vols., until there was more of this faith in town 
which was burned in C. H. Stevens' store, than any other. The resident pastors of 
in 1868. ,*'The Universalist Societv" were Rev. 

church edifices. ; Tracy R. Spencer, R. M. BjTam, Simeon 

There are four meeting-houses in town : Goodenougli and Lester Warren. Rev. 
that belonging to the Society of Friends Mr. Warren, now living in town, says he 
was first used as such, in 1802, having ^.^s employed for this society by l^ariey 



previously been used «xs the store of Col. 



Davis, Arthur Daggett and others, in May, 



Robbins. The Union Meeting-house at | jg^g. He preached once or twice a month, 

the center of the tr)wn was built in 1823, i„ the Center and at the East village, for 9 

and is also used as a town-house. years. And now he has '* vesper service" 

At east villa«,a* In a rnivcrsalist house, in the new church at the North villa«;e, 

Iniilt in 1S33, the Rev. Jolin K. rainier, ^^^^^.^. jp two weeks. The meetings are 

of Harre,preachin«; the dedication sermon, ^vell attended, as are also a •* course of 

Jan. 8, 1834. lectures" arranged by "The Pnidential 

.'VtNorthMonlpelierarnixersalist house committee" of *'The Lyceum." Rev. K. 

was built in 1S67. This is nuuh the he.st . Ballou also preached alternately with .Mr. 

house, in the belfry of which is one of the \v. f^^^ several vcars, until the settlement 

l>L-st bells in the vicinity. of the lute Rev. T. R. Spencer. 

REI.If.IDlS SOCII-.TIKS. KI-ISCOl'.M. METHODISTS. 

In 1793. ll"--ri; «:is a religions society of j^^.^. j^.^^^ , ^,^.^ ^,.,,„ „._^^ ,,,e pi„„t.er of 

Friends orjtani/.ed in the east part of the M,.ti,„jiis„, i„ .\».w Kngland, first preached 

town.whoformany years assembled them- ;„ this town in 1795. and formed the rirst 

selves together regularly twice a week, a ^,,^.5^.^^. jje was succeeded hv Rev. Ralph 

meek and ontritepeoi.le. under the preach- ^yilli^ton, Nicholas Sneath'en. (Gideon 

ing of Clark Stevens. It was their custom jj,.,^^^^.^^ _^,,^, „^,,^.^^ 

to hoUl silent meetings, when the spirit ot ;^^^.^.^^^^^, p.,rker, his wife and two or 

the Lord did not move them to speak. „,_.^,^ ^^^ ^,^^5^ daughters, Enoch Cate and 

KRKEWil.i, n.M'TlSTS. I \vife, Svlvanus Mor.se and wife, David I'er- 

There was a P'reewill Bai)tist church sons and wife, John Stevens and wife, 

or<^anize(l in the east part of the town at Josei)h and James (loukl and their wives, 

an early day, and a j^jreat awakening in the were among the early Methodists of the 

religious cause, under the efficient labors town. 
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Since the organization of the society 
they have, like most institutions, experi- 
enced at intervals seasons of prosperity 
and decline. 

THE CHRISTIANS. 

There was a society of Christians organ- 
ized in this town a few years since, who 
supported preaching a portion of the time. 

EPIDEMICS. 

Of epidemics, only 4 deserving the name 
have occurred from the first settlement of 
the town to the present day. The first of 
these was the dysentery, which fatally pre- 
vailed in the summer and fall of 1802. 
The second was the typhus fever, which 
prevailed to considerable extent in the 
summer of 1806. The third, that fearful 
disease known by the name of spotted 
fever, which suddenly made its appearance 
in the winter of 181 1. In the fall and 
winter of 18 13, the typhus fever again very 
fatally prevailed. The number of deaths 
from this disease in the whole (old) town, 
was 78 : much the larger number of which 
were outside the present limits of East 
Montpelier. 

The town is believed to be one of the 
healthiest in the State ; the average num- 
ber of deaths for the last 20 years has been 
17 ; the largest number in 1862, being 29 ; 
the smallest number in 1867, only 7. 

The oldest person living in town is Anna 
Gould, born at Sutton, Mass., Aug. 12, 
1787; came to this town in 1803; is the 
widow of Simeon Gould, who died in 1879, 
aged 98 years, by whom she had 9 chil- 
dren, of whom 7 are now living at this 
writing, (Sept. 1881). Mr. and Mrs. 
Gould^s marriage life was 70 years. 

The oldest person who was born in town 
is Mrs. Paulina Davis, widow of the late 
Timothy Davis, and daughter of Clark 
Stevens, born Sept. 15, 1795. (Oct. i,'8i.) 

Mrs. Harriet Goodwin, widow of Hon. 
Israel Goodwin, and daughter of Capt. 
Isaac Putnam, born July 29, 1796. 

The oldest inhabitant of the town is Mrs. 
Sally Vincent, widow of Capt. Isaac Vin- 
cent, and daughter of Darius Boyden, Esq., 
born at Worcester, Mass., July 4, 1793; 
came to East Montpelier early in 1794, 



and has lived in town continuously since, 
87 years, 7 months. 

The oldest person who ever lived in 
town was Mrs. Molly Gould, who died in 
1851, aged 102 years, i month. Mrs. 
Gould was born at Sutton, Mass., in 1749 ; 
married John Gould of the same town in 
1768; raising a large family of children; 
came to this town in 181 1. 

THE EARLY SETTLEMENT. 

It is by no means certain, who cut the 
first tree, or built the first house. Gen. 
Pearley Davis undoubtedly made the first 
pitch, being two lots of the first division, 
at the center of the town, of which he re- 
ceived a deed from Jacob Davis, May 28, 

1788, the consideration being ** eighty 
pounds, lawful money. ^^ He made a be- 
ginning soon after, putting up a log-house 
and barn that season, but returned to 
Massachusetts to teach school the following 
winter. He cut and stacked the hay on a 
beaver meadow in the north part of the 
town, (now owned by E. H. Vincent) that 
season, which was mostly drawn to Col. 
Jacob Davis' the following winter, he fall- 
ing short of fodder for his teams, and those 
of new settlers who would stop for a time 
with him on their arrival. 

In June, 1788, John Templeton and 
Solomon Dodge came to Plast Montpe- 
lier, from Peterboro, N. H., and com- 
menced felling the forest on their respect- 
ive lots, (being adjacent) preparatory to 
establishing their new homes, returning to 
New Hampshire to do their haying, after 
which, they worked the remainder of the 
: season, clearing their land, and building 
each a log-house. The following spring, 

1789, in March, they returned with their 
families for a permanent settlement, ac- 
companied by their father-in-law, James 
Taggart. After stopping about three weeks 
with Col. Jacob Davis, they proceeded to 
their new homes, 5 miles distant, the 
snow at this time being 2 feet deep. On 
arriving at Mr. Templeton's house, the 
roof having been covered with bark, a part 
of which had blown off, they found the 
snow nearly as deep inside the house as 
out. This had a decided cool look, but 
there was no backing down, the snow was 
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shoveled out, a fire built, and they spent 
the remainder of iheir days an that farm, 
whidi is still owned and occupied by their 
grandson, Austin Templeton. 

Mr. Dodge and wife lived and died on 
their adjacent farm, where their youngest 
(laughter still resides, the wife of J. R. 
Voting, These were the first families that 
moved into the town of East Slontpellcr. 

rjuring the liist season all iheir grain 
had to be brought from Brookiield, (getting 
it ground at Williamstown) a distance of 
30 miles, — on a man's back. 

In the fall of this year, (t789) as their 
nrst crops were harvested. Col, Davis' mill 
on North Branch was ready to do the grind- 
ing, and save the Brooklieid tramp. 

Mrs, Templeton was accu.slomed lo say 
in her later years, that she did not see a 
woman, except her two sisters, (Jenna 
Taggart who lived with her and Mrs. 
Dodge,) for a year,' lacking one day, and 
that no family (except as above) lived 
nearer than Col. Jacob Davis', being ; 
miles, Mr. Templeton died May iS, 1S13, 
aged 48 years. 

The third family that moved into town, 
was Jonathan Snow and wife, in March, 
1790, — Mr. Snow having been here and 
made a small beginning the summer be- 
fore, in the east part of the town. They 
stopped several days with Mr. Templeton 
on their way. After living on Iheir land 
two or tliree years, Mr. Snow sold out to 
his father-in-law, Barnabas Hammett, and 
lived a year or two below Montpelier vil- 
lage, returning to an adjacent lot of his 
lirst beginning, now owned and occupied 
by his youngest son, Alonzo Snow, where 
he continued to reside. Mr. Snow was born 
at Rochester, Mass , July 12, 1768, mar- 
ried Lydia Hammett Feb. ti, 1790, and 
came to this town by the /Aeu express train, 
an ox team ; after rearing a large family, 
died Mar. 31, 1846, 

During 1790, quite a large addition was 
made to the population, for we find that 
March 29, 1791, at the organization of the 
old town, of the 37 voters present, 34 ' 
re.sidents of East Montpelier, viz : Benja- 
min I. Wheeler, David Parsons, Pearley 
Davis, Ebenejeer Dodge, Sotomoo Dodge, 



Nathaniel Peck, David Wing, Lemuel 
Brooks, Clark .Stevens. Jonathan Snow. 
Hiram Peck, James Taggart, John Tertl- 
ptelon. Elisha Cummins, Jonathnn Cutler. 
Charles McCloud, Isaac Putnam, Nathan- 
iel Davis, Jerahme! Wheeler, Smitli Ste- 
I'ens, Charles Stevens, Edmund Doly, 
Duncan Young. The last suri'ivor of this 
pioneer land, was Eliiha Cvmmms, who 
died Nov. 31, i860, aged 93 years. 

The first child born in town was James 
Dodge, .son of Solomon Dodge, Apr. 5. 
1790 ; the first female child born was Mary 
Templeton, daughter of John Templeton, 
May 3, 1791 . The first death was that of 
Betsey Cate, a child of Enoch Cate, 8 
months old. The Srst resident of East 
Montpelier who was married was Oark 
Stevens, with Huldah Foster of Rochester. 
Mass,, Dec. 30, 1793. The lirst meeting- 
house was a log-house, built by Clark Ste- 
vens and Caleb Bennett. (Friends), on Ihc 
highway near the line of their farms, in 
'793' and used as such till i3oi. This is 
believed to be the first meeting-hous« ever 
btiill in Washington County, 

Dr. Philip Vincent was the first physi- 
cian who came into town ; he came from 
New Itraintree. Mass., in February, 1795, 
and settled where his grandson, Horace 
M. Vincent, now resides; died In 1813, 
aged 54 years. The first merchant was 
Col. David Robbins, who built and began 
trade in what is now the Quaker meeting- 
house, in 1796. The first tavern kept in 
town was by Freeman Snow, opened In 1798 
or '99, near where George Davis now lives. 
The first saw-mill was built by Pearlej- 
Davis, on the brook at the N. W. comer 
of lot no. 45. 1st div., in 1793, he having 
bought 2 acres of land for that purpose, of 
Caleb Bennett, for which he paid '* three 
pounds, lawful iiuiiiy.'" 

The first grist-mill was built by Samuel 
Rich, in 179J, on Kingsbury Branch, 
where the mill of M, V. U, Hotlister now 

SAMtJEL. RICH 
was born at Sutton. Mass., Feb. 24. 1769. 
He came to this town in 1792; was mar- 
ried to Margaret McCloud Dec. 1, 1796. 
Besides doing an extensive farming busi- 
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ness, (owning 700 acres of land) he buDt 
and run a grist-mill, a saw-mill, a carding- 
machine, a fuIllng-mill, a brick-yard and 
distillery ; he also kept a tavern for a num- 
ber of years subsequently to 1805. 

In 1805, he built a very nice, large 
dwelling-house, said to have been the best 
house in the County at that time. The 
place was known for a long term of years, 
as Rich's Hollow, so largely did his busi- 
ness predominate over that of all others. 
He was a carpenter by trade, and built the 
large barn (80x32 feet) for Nathaniel Da- 
vis, in 1793, being the first barn of any 
magnitude ever built in this town. He 
died in 1827, leaving 10 sons and daugh- 
ters, one of whom, Jacob Rich Esq., resided 
at the old homestead at the time of his 
death, in 1878. 

BENJAMIN 1. WHEELER. 

Born at Rehoboth, Mass., Sept. 19, 
1766; settled at an early date in Montpe- 
lier, now East Montpelier, on the farm 
where he lived until his death. In the 
spring of 1793, he married Huldah French, 
of Attleboro, Mass. At the org;inization 
of the town of Montpelier. in 1791, he was 
elected one of the listers and one of the 
highway surveyors, and the same year 
town grand juror. In 1792, he was elect- 
ed selectman, and held that office 16 vears 
previous to 18 18. He died March 7, 1845. 

JERAIIMEL H. WHEELER. 

Born at Rehoboth, Mass. ; settled in 
Montpelier, now East Montpelier, at an 
early date, on the farm where he lived till 
his death. He married Sybil French, of 
Attleboro, Mass. In 1792, he was elected 
first constable, and that year warned the 
first freemen's meeting ever held in that 
town. Afterwards, between 1806 and 
1813, he held the office of selectman 5 
years, and was justice of the peace several 
years. He died in the spring of 1835. 

MAJ. NATHANIEL DAVIS. 

Among the men of busine.ss prominence 
in the early histor}* of the town, none were 
more conspicuous than Nathaniel Davis. 
He was born at Oxford, Mass., Nov, 25, 
1769; in 1789, he came to Montpelier and 
purchased a tract of land in the north-east 
part of the town, and commenced a clear- 



ing at once, there being but two families in 
what is now East Montpelier at that time. 
In 1792, having married Miss Dolly Davis 
of his native town, he commenced house- 
keeping, and doing business on a large 
scale. The following year, he built a saw- 
mill on his farm, having turned a brook 
a mile above him to obtain .sufficient 
water to run the mill. In addition to 
clearing up his farm very rapidly, in 1793, 
or '94, he built a barn 80x32 feet ; in '95, 
1 he built a two-story house 42x32 feet, — 
the same being occupied by his son Col. 
Nathaniel Davis, at the time of his death, 
in 1879 ; this is the oldest house in town at 
this writing, 1881. Before the year 1800, 
he built a potash and store, and did an ex- 
tensive and successful mercantile business 
for about 25 years. 

Soon after 18 10, Mr. Davis commenced 
what is now the village of East Calais, by 
building at that place, a grist-mill, saw- 
mill, nail factory, a scythe factory, and 
opening a store ; subsequently this prop- 
erty was surrendered to 2 of his daughters, 
. having married the Hon. Shubael Wheeler 
and Samuel Rich, Jr. Esq. Another 
daughter, who married N. C. King, Esq., 
was equally as well provided for. 

In 1825, Mr. Davis having closed his 
mercantile business, and disposed of his 
outside proi)erty, as above, in connection 
with his .son commenced doing a more ex- 
tensive farming business, by buying farm 
after farm, till they were able to sell more 
than 100 head of beef cattle per annum. 

In 1838, they built the large woolen fac- 
tory at North Montpelier, which, in con- 
sequence of an unfortunate partnership, 
entered into at the completion of the build- 
ing, was a very disastrous enterprise. He 
died in 1843, aged 74 years. 

(From Tlionipson's History of Montpelier.) 
GEN. PEARLEY DAVIS, 

a son of Nathaniel and Sarah Davis, was 
born in Oxford, (in the part afterwards 
becoming Charlton,) Mass., Mar. 31, 1766, 
and, after receiving rather an unusually 
good English education, at the then new 
academy m the neighlwrinij town of Lei- 
cester, including a knowledge of survey- 
ing, he came into town with Col. Davis, 
I bringing his .set of surveyor's instruments. 



58o 



VERMONT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 



and at once engaging in the original sur- 
veys of the township, first as an assistant 
and finally as a principal suneyor of the 
town and county. 

It was while thus employed, as he once 
told the writer of this sketch, that, coming 
on to the splendid swell of forest land then 
crowning the elevation at the center of the 
town, he was so struck with the general 
indications of the soil and the natural 
beauty of the location, as seen beneath the 
growth of stately maples, cumbered with 
nttle underbrush, that he resolved he would 
here make his pitch, feeling confident that 
this must be the seat of town business, and 
then believing even that it would become 
the site of its most populous village. 

The mistake of (^en. Davis, so far as 
regarded the growing up of much of a 
village on the highlands of the town, ap- 
pears to have been quite a common one 
with our early settlers. Impressed at first, 
as he was, with the inviting appearance of 
the higher parts of their respective town- 
ships, when contrasted with the forbidding 
aspect of the dark and tangled \*alleys, the 
most able and enterprising of them, for a 
general thing, made their pitches accord- 
ingly, as in the instances of the settlements 
of Randolph, Danville, and dozens of 
other towns in this State. But they soon 
found their anticipated villages slipping 
down into the vallevs, to leave them, in 
that respect, high and dr>' on the hills, 
with the most traveled roads all winding 
along the streams. First, there must be 
mills ; then a place near to shoe horses : 
then a place for refreshment of both man 
and horse ; and while all this is going on, 
it is a convenience and a saving of time to 
be able to purchase a few family necessa- 
ries ; thence, to meet these calls, first 
comes the blacksmith's shop, then the tav- 
ern, then the store ; and vou have the 
neucleus of a continually growing village 
alreadv formed : while people soon find 
out it Is easier going round a hill than over 
it, and build their roads accordingly. 

So far, however, as regarded the seat of 
town business. Gen. Davis' predictions 
were fulfilled ; for he, having pitched on a 
tract of 300 acres of land at the center, 
and built a commodious house, had the 
satisfaction of stein"; it the receptacle of 
all town meetings till a public house was 
erected : and the latter was the place of 
such meetings, either for the whole town 
or his part ot it, up to the day of his death. 
At all these town mcetin;^s he was alwavs 
an active and inriuential jxirlicipator. 
And in looking over the records of the 
town for the hr.st halt" century of its corpo- 
rate existence, we can scarcely find a page 
on which his name does not appear coup- 



led with some of its most important trusts 
or offices. 

In 1794, h^ was elected captain of the 
first military company ever organized in 
town ; and before the vear had closed he 
was promoted to the o£ce of major of the 
regiment formed from the companies of the 
dittierent towns in this section. In 1798, 
he was elected a colonel of the regiment ; 
and in 1799, ^^ ^'^ ^^'^ further promoted 
to the prominent post of general. In 1799, 
he was also honored by his townsmen 
with a seat in the legislature, and received 
from them 2 elections as their representa- 
tive in the General Assembly. 

In 1794, Gen. Davis married Miss Re- 
becca Peabody, daughter of Col. Stephen 
Peabody of Amherst, N. H., the lady of 
whose medical skill and general usefulness 
we have particularly spoken while treating 
of the incidents and characters of the earlv 
settlement. From this union sprang 7 
daughters, most of whom liveii to connect 
themselves with the best families of this or 
other towns; and one of them, (now 
(deceased,) Mrs. Truman Pitkin, whose 
family occupy the old homestead, was 
the mother of Perley P Pitkin, Esq., the 
present representative of East Montpelier : 
while of the sur\'iving, one, endowed with 
high gifts of poesy, is the widow of the 
late Hon. S. Pitkin, and another the wife 
of the Hon. Royal Wheeler. 

Gen. Davis, in the expanded benevolence 
I of his mind, appeared to take an interest in 
the welfare of all his fellow-men, and par- 
' ticularly so of the voung, for whose im- 
I provement in knowledge he labored eam- 
j estly and always. He was one of the most 
, active and liberal in establishing a Town Li- 
; brar)'. He was ever anxious to see our com- 
mon schools supplied with competent teach - 
ers ; and in subscriptions, and in the educa- 
tion of his daughters, he largely patronized 
our academy. He was one of the most 
pleasant, animated and instructive of com- 
panions, one of the best of neighbors, and 
one of the most public spirited and useful 
of citizens. In short, with his strong, 
massive person, prepossessing face, intelli- 
gent eye, genial and hearty manner, and 
earnest tone of conversation, he was one 
■ whom the world would unite in calling a 
' grand old fellow, and as such he will be 
remembered till the last of the sreneration 
who knew him shall have followed him to 
the grave. 

He died April 14, 1S48. at the age of a 
little over 82 years. His relict, Mrs. Re- 
becca Peabody Davis, died F>b. 5, 1S54, 
aged about 83 years and 6 months. 

CLARK STEVENS 

was born in Rochester, Mass., Nov. 15, 
. 1764. At the age of 18, he was di"afted as 
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a soldier, and served in that capacity sev- 
eral months during one of the last years 
of the American Revolution. After leav- 
ing the army, he engaged himself as a sea- 
man at the neighboring port of New Bed- 
ford, and spent several years in the ven- 
tures of the ocean. But the perils he had 
here encountered in the whaling and coast- 
ing trade, not only revived the religious 
impressions formerly experienced, but led 
him to resolve on the quiet pursuits of 
husbandry, and to remove, with that object 
in view, to the new town of Montpelier in 
Vermont. Accordingly he immigrated in- 
to this town in 1790, in company with 
David Wing, the elder, and his sons, pur- 
chased and at once began to clear up the 
valuable farm near Montpelier East villajje, 
which has ever since been the family 
homestead. After effecting a considerable 
opening in the wilderness, and building 
the customary log-house and barn, he re- 
turned to the land of his fathers, and, Dec. 
13. 1792, married Miss Huldah Foster of 
his native Rochester : brought her imme- 
diately on and installed her as the mistress 
of his heart and household. 

Soon after his marriage, Mr. Stevens 
appears to have been more deeply than ever 
exercised with his religious convictions; 
when soon, by the aid of some neighbors 
who, like himself, had previously united 
themselves with the Society of Friends or 
Quakers, he built a log-meeting-house on 
the bank of a little brook a short distance 
to the north-west of his dwelling. And 
here, under his lead, that little band of 
congenial worshipers established in the 
wilderness the first altar for the worship 
of the living (iod ever erected in Wash- 
ington County. Subsequently this band 
was received into membership with the 
New York Society of Friends, who held 
monthly meetings in Danby, in the south- 
western part of Vermont, which meetings 
were eventually established at Starksborb, 
in this State. Of the latter, he became a 
regular monthly attendant, and in 181 5, 
having, besides being the leader and 
teacher of his Society at home, travelled, 
each year, hundreds of miles to attend 
monthly, quarterly and yearly meetings in 
Vermont, New York, and in the different 
States of New England, and everywhere 
evinced his faithfulness as a laborer, and 
his ability as a religious speaker and teach- 
er, he was public!)- acknowledged by the 
Stark.sboro Association as a regular and 
accepted minister of the gospel. Years 
before this, through his instrumentality, 
and that of his worthy and perhaps most 
energetic fellow-laborer in the cause, the 
late Caleb liennett, his Society at home 
had been considerably enlarged, and a 



commodious meeting-house erected a half 
mile or more distant from the first primi- 
tive one above mentioned. 

But if Clark Stevens was a man of the 
intelligence and virtue which caused him 
to be placed in such a prominent position 
in his religious connections, why was he 
not, as well as other citizens of his town of 
the same grade of capacity, promoted to 
posts of civil trusts, or other wordly hon- 
ors ? 1 1 was because, after having been made 
the second town clerk of the town, and 
reluctantly consented to serve in that ca- 

m 

pacity one year — it was simply because he 
ever uniformly declined to accept them. 
Time and again would the town gladly 
have made him their rej)resentalive m the 
Legislature. But all movements of that 
kind were by him promptly discouraged 
and stopped at the outset. On the organ- 
ization of the new county of Jefferson, in 
such high esteem were his worth and abili- 
ties held by the leading men of the county 
at large that, on their united recommenda- 
tion, he was, without his knowledge or 
consent, appointed by the Legislature to ' 
the more important and tempting ofllice of 
a judge of the court. But this he Jilso 
promptly declined, and gave the public to 
understand that civil honors had .so few 
charms for him that it would thereafter 
be in vain for them to offer them for his 
acceptance. 

Thus, *' he had wrought out his work, 
and wrought it well." Thus he lived, and 
thus, at the ripe age of nearly ninety, he 
peacefully passed away, at his old resi- 
dence, on the 2oth of December, 1853, 
with the characteristic words on his lips : 
** 1 have endeavored to do what I appre- 
hended was required of me. I have nought 
but feelings of love for all mankind ; and 
mv hope of salvation is ba.sed on the mercy 
of (iod through his Son Jesus Christ."" 

Personally, Clark Stevens was one of 
the finest looking men of his times. F'ull 
6 feet high, and nobly proportioned, with 
a shapely contour of head and features, 
dark eyes and a sedate, thoughtful counte- 
nance, his presence was unusually impos- 
ing and dignified. He was a prince in 
appearance, but a child in humility. He 
was unquestionablv a man of superior in- 
tellect, and that intellect was, in all its 
traits, peculiarly well balanced. But it 
was his great and good heart which shown 
out the most conspicuously through all the 
actions of his long and beneficent life. In 
fine, Clark Stevens, in the truest .sense of 
the term, was a great man. D. p. T. 

** OoodncM without greatncM 
Is but an empty show : 
But. O, how rich and beaiitlAil! 
When they togethvr xrow.** 



ISAAC GRAV 

died in East Monlpelier, Oct. 7, 1874. 
aged 97 years. 2 months, 16 days. He 
was the oldest man in the county at the 
time of his tieath, having resided in the 
town where he died one day over 80 years. 
He was born in Rochester, Mass., July 32, 
1777. John and May Gray, his parents, 
started with their 9 cliildren for Vermont, 
Sept. 14, 1794, and arrived at Caleb 8eij- 
nett's, in Montpelier — now East Monlpe- 
lier— Oct, 6, following, having been 22 
days on t!«e road, their only means of con- 
veyance of family and goods having been 
an ox-carl drawn by two pairs of oxen. 
Mr. liennett had come from New Bedford, 
Mass., two or lliree years earlier, and with 
him Mr. Gray and family, being old ac- 
quaintances, .stopped a number of day.s, as 
did Thomas Allen and family, who had 
traveled with the Grays from the old Bay 
State; this made a pretty thick-settled 
family, but large houses were not such a 
necessity then as now. 

SAML'EL TEMPLETON, 

born at Peterboro, N. H., Nov. 15, 1788, 
came to East Montpelier in March, 1789. 
He was al the time of his death one 
of the oldest residents of East Montpe- 
lier, — aged 89 years, 7 months, 1; days. 
When the deceased was but 4 months old. 
his father, John Templeton. in company 
with Solomon Dodge, removed to East 
Monlpelier from Peterboro, N. H., at that 
time there being no families in that local- 
ity, and bul one, Col. Jacob Davis, in the 
then limits of Montpelier. On their arri- 
val here the snow was so deep that they 
were unable to proceed further, and were 
compelled lo stop with Col. Davis a week. 
Reaching their new home, they discovered 
thai the roofs of the rude shanties which 
they had erected the year previous had 
been blown olT, and the snow was as deep 
in their houses as on the ground, they be- 
ing compelled to shovel the snow out, and 
make their beds as best they could. The 
two men had married sisters, named Tag- 
gan, and cleared farms adjoining, that on 
which Sam'l Templeton died being the one 
cleared by his father, while a daughter of 
Mr, Solomon Dodge, Mrs. John K. Young, 



resides on the one which her father clear- 
ed. The deceased was a good, reliable 
citizen, and leaves one son and a daugh- 
ter — Austin Templeton, of East Montpe- 
lier, and .Mrs. James M. Howland. of 
Montpelier. Although Mr. Templeton 
had always lived on the same place, yef he 
has resided in four counties and two towns, 
and paid taxes in three counties. 

RR, NATHA-VIEL CLARK KING, 

[B1 DK. BVursB PltTKUC.] 

came lo Montpelier. now East Montpelier, 
about 1812. He was born in Rochester, 
Mass., July 19, 1789, being one of five 
brothers, and the third son of Jonathan 
King and Mary Clark King. 

In his boyhood he attended district 
school until fifteen years old, when his 
father gave him his lime, and he was to 
provide for himself. He immediately en- 
tered a private school to fit himself for 
teaching, and the study of medicine. He 
studied the languages, Greek and Latin, 
and made such progress (hat he taught 
school the winter after he was sixteen, and 
began to read medicine in 1S08 ; and con- 
tinued to teach, and read, until the fall of 
iBii, Having studied, mixed medicines, 
and visited patients more or less with Dr. 
Foster of Rochester for 3 years, he attend- 
ed medical lectures at Hanover, N. H., 
Dr. Nathan Smith being at the head of the 
medical department of Dartmouth College 
at that time. 

He began practice at North Monlpelier 
about 1812, having a sister residing in that 
vicinity, and in 1814, at the call for volun- 
teers he went, as surgeon, with others, to 
Plattsburgh when the British invaded that 
place. In 1817, he married Miss Fanny, 
second daughter of Maj. Nath. Davis, one 
of the foremost settlers in town, engaged 
in mercantile pursuits. About this time 
his father-in-law DavLs offered him a good 
chance to go into trade, which he accept- 
ed, and gradually ceased to visit the sick 
generally, prescribing for and visiting only 
those who were especially anxious for his 
counsel. After years of iratie and careful 
investment of savings, he became perhaps 
the wealthiest resident in East Montpeiiet, 
In 1849 and 1850, he represented the town 
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in the legislature, and for many years did 
a large justice business ; many sought his 
advice in matters important to them, and 
being a well-informed, social man, of large 
acquaintance, many couples formerly ap)- 
plied to him to join them in marriage. 

Between 18 18 and 1835, six children 
were born to him, only three of whom 
reached maturity, and are living at the 
present time — two of them at Montpelier, 
with one of whom he now resides at the 
age of 92, and until within a few months 
retaining his faculties in a remarkable de- 
gree. Naturally a man of strong mind. 



capable, honest and conscientious, yet full 
of pleasantry and anecdote, he has endur- 
ed with fortitude and even cheerfulness 
whatever misfortunes came upon him, and 
in the course of a long life has made nu- 
merous friends, many of the younger class 

! of whom yet often call to see him, while 
few or none of his earlier associates now 
remain. 

Although his father was an orthodox 
deacon, and his oldest brother a clerg)'- 
man of the same denomination, views 

! broader and more hopeful have ever found 
a place in his heart. 



EAST M()NTPKLIER LONGEVITY LIST. 



Persons over 80 years of a^e who have lived and died in East Montpelier. 

Dec. 1st, 1 88 1. 



Molly Gould. 
Mrs. Chamberlain. 
Triphina Shepard, 
Betsy Carroll, 
Simeon Gould, 
Isaac Gray, 
Benjamin Ellis, 
Elias Metcalf, 
Bethiah Parker, 
Phoebe Uudlev, 
Mary Gould, 
Daniel Gould, 
Samuel Davis, 
Rachel Bliss, 
Lorane Templeton, 
Isaac Vincent, 
Theophilus Clark, Sr. 
Elisha Cummins, 
James Foster. 
Lucinda Cutler, 
Eunice Vincent, 
Polly Waters, 
Samuel Patterson, 
Joanna Wakefield, 
Jemima Morse, 
Margaret Holmes, 
Abigail Cutler, 
Clark Stevens, 
Sylvanus Morse, 
John Chase, 
Elizabeth Boy den, 
Edward Clough, 
Willard Shefwrd, 
Reuben Waters, 
Harriet Hamblin, 
Samuel Templeton, 
Daniel Bassett, 
Ruth Daggett, 
Abigail Nash, 
William Gray, 



102^ 

lOI 

99 
98 

97h 
96 

95 

95 

95 

95 

94 

94 

94 

94 

93i 

934 

93 

93 

93 

92 

92 

9' 

9' 

91 

91 

91 
90 

90 
90 

90 
90 

90 

90 

89i 
89 

88 

88 

88 



Lucy Templeton, 
David Wing, Sr., 
Marv Stevens, 
Sally Morritt, 
Lucinda Sanders, 
Freeman Snow, 
(.jeor^e Clark, 
John Upton, 
Rebecca Giles, 
Susanna Clark, 
Ruth Bennett, 
Oliver Merritt, 
Pauline Davis, 
Jesse Bassett, 
Huldah Wheeler, 
Hezekiah Tinkham, 
Edward West, 
Reliance Stevens, 
John (iray, Sr., 
Anna (iray, 
4<eliance Stevens, 
Cieorge Clark, 
Ezra Paine, 
Nathaniel Ormsbee, 
Lovina Tracy, 
Timothy Davis, 
Annis Tabor, 
! David -Daggett, 
I Abigail Hathaway, 
John Putnam, 
Caty West, 
Sally Parmenter, 
Sally Ormsbee, 
Daniel Russell, Sr., 
I Jesse Bailey, 
I Elijah McKnight, 
! John Boyden, 
Benajah Putnam, 
Abigail Lawson, 



88 ' Nicholas D. Bennett, 83 

88 Daniel Russell, Sr., 83 

88 Rebina Davis, 83 

88 Gen. Parley Davis, 82 

88 Caleb Bennett, 82 

87 Esac Howland, 82 

87 Joseph Gould, 82 

86 Abial French, 82 

86 Ezni Bassett, 82 

86 Jeduthan Doty, 82 

86 Sarah Wing, 82 

86 I Paul Hathaway, 82 

86 Cyrus Stoddard, 82 

86 Abigail Beckley, 82 

85 Polly Nelson, 82 

85 Sally Parker, 81 

85 Betsy Phinney, 81 

85 Moses Parmenter, 81 

85 Shubael Short, 81 

85 Temperance Russell, 81 

85 Polly Peck, 81 

85 : Lot Hathaway, 2d., 81 

85 Lot Hathaway, Sr., 80 

84 Smith Stevens, 80 

84 I Sally Parker, 80 

84 I Jonn Stevens, 80 

84 David Gould, 80 

84 I Su.sanna Ellis, 80 

84 ' Arthur Daggett, 80 

84 . Eunice Hammett, 80 

84 Eunice Williams, 80 

84 David French, 80 

83 Polly Stoddard, 80 

83 Nancy Holbrook, 80 

83 Barnabas Hammett, 80 

83 Job Macomber, 79 

83 Nahum Kelton, 79! 

83 Nathaniel Cutler, 79 

83 ; Wm .Templeton, Jr., 79 
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AnnAGoaldt 
FoOy Goold, 
Sj^Vinont, 
LjfdBi P« PtfiiCfff 
Cyras MofSe« 
pyMiviM Pidne, 

Harriet P. Goodwin. 
PoOyRkhanb, 
WOfiam Holmes, 
Ann CmBmiiis, 
Hurtet Chonte, 
Catherine Stevens, 
Mahah Templeton, 
Culver W. Lane, 
Eleanor Noccroas, 
Abigail Soathgate, 
Tlmphihis Cbric, 
Rodney Cummins, 
Fanny Gray, 
Betsey Gray, 
Hannah Blus, 
Putnam McKni^ht, 
Mttgaiet McKnight, 
Polly Hathaway, 
Willard Cutler, 
Ralph W. Warner, 
Cummings, 



94 

i 

2^ 

Si 
8i 
8i 
8i 
8o 
8o 
8o 

79 
79 
79 
79 
79 

^ 

7« 
77 
77 
77 
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77 
77 
77 
76 

^ 

76 
76 
76 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
74 
73 
73 



Stephen Gould, 

fil•eph Richards, 
almih Teaipleton, 
l/Orhida Dodgie, 
Lwion Hammett, 
Loienao D. Gtmy, 
I^bebe Pierry, 
Reliei M* Stewart, 
John R. Young, 
AnnaBeddey, 
Timothy Bhke, 
Samud Davis, 
Duloena Edwards, 
Ahnira Wheeler, 
VnOafd Sandefs, 
Edward G. Davis, 
Samud Edwards, 
Betsey Harvey, 
Aureua JaGOM, 
AUgail Lawson, 
Luther M. Farmenter, 
Betsey M. Sibley, 
Lvdia Young, 
Aimira Warner, 
Chester S. Guernsey, 
Elhanan Norcroas, 



P^Goaid,ad. \ n 

Maicns B« Hambfin, 72 

Pieuliak M. She|Miid« T' 

Freeman N. West, 73 

Hosea Gould, 73 

FoD^ BnnMK ' 71 

Lucy B. Chifc, 71 
Jefloaon F. W. Do4fe, 71 

loacphGfxy, 71 

Maiy F. SiUey* yt 

AlouoSnow, 71 

AnuBbke, 70 

Ludus Ounnuns, 70 

Ahnira Fleming, 70 

Phihua D. HambKn, ' 70 

Harriet H. Feck, yo 

Sheriock Feck, 70 
William Templeloii, 
Squier Baifey, 
Mercy E. CkNigh, 
Diana Holmes, 
Ettkiel D.Nye, 
JodOrmsbee, 
Harriet Stevens, 
Maiy B. Southwidc, 



A vei)r remarkable instance of longevity, is, of js Mrs. Betsy Carroll and her three 
daughters of this town. Mrs. Carroll died at the age of 99 3^ears ; one daughter, 
Mrs. Luanda Cutler at the age of 93 ; the second, Mrs. Abigail Cutler at the age of 
91, and the other now living in town, Mrs. Polly Gould at the age of 90 years. 



SUIClDEb AND CASUALTIES 

Within the present UmUs of East Afonipeiier 
/ram its settlement t0 Dec., 1881. 

BT TBUMAN C. KSLTOll, TOWN OLIBK. 

A little girl, daughter of B. Nash, was 
Idlled by a £dling tree in the east part of 
the town previous to 1800. 

A man by the name of Chamberlin, 
about 21 years of age, was killed by a fidl- 
ing tree during the year 1801, near the 
center of the town, and another the follow- 
ing year by the name of Robinson, in the 
north part of the town. 

The wife of John Cutler hung herself in 
1801. 

The foregoing are taken from D. P. 
Thompson's History of Montpelier. 

A man by the name of Alonzo Kingsley 
was killed by a tree on the farm now owned 
by George H. Chase, about 1800; and 
Daniel Blanchard was killed by a falling 



tree Sept., 1803, near the site of No. 5, or 
four comers school house. 

A child of Jonathan Edwards fell from a 
raft and drowned in the lower pond of N. 
Montpelier, fbout 1835. 

Charles Phunb was drowned while bath* 
ing, about 18^9, just below the Clark Ste- 
vens bridge, aged 16 years. 

Nancy Waugh conunitted suicide* by 
drowning in the brook east of Geoige Da- 
vis'' residence, about 1829. 

EJisha Gray, aged about 28, drowned 
or died in a fit occasioned by plunging in 
the water when over-heated, Aug. 19, 
1 83 1. A child of Heman Powers was 
drowned by falling from a raft, at East 
village mill-pond. 

The wife of Henry French committed 
suicide with the razor, near East ViUage. 
Also a man by the name of Ladd. 

William Stoddard committed suicide by 
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hanging, at the present residence of Aro 
P. Slayton. 

A child of Theophilus Clark died from 
being scalded by sitting into a pail of hot 
water. 

William Alger died from a gun shot 
wound, (accident) April 5, 1844, on the 
farm now known as the Norcross farm. 

Charles Pitkin died at A.J. Hollister's 
from accidental gun shot wound. 

Dec. 22. 1857, George W. Jacobs died 
from poLson by taking a solution of corro- 
sive sublimate by mistake. 

June 25, i860, Abner Chapman, aged 
13 years, and Herbert L. Nye, aged 7 
years, son of George G. Nye, were drown- 
ed while bathing in the Branch below N. 
Montpelier. 

July 5, 1862. Nathan Parker, aged 72, 
died from being gored by a bull. 

Oct. 31, 1863, Ellison Albee, aged 26, 
fell from a loaded wagon and was run over 
and killed, while at work for Elon O. 
Hammond. 

Feb. 15, 1866, Eustice Morris, aged 53, 
was killed by a falling tree while chopping 
for T. C. Kelton. 

July 13, 1868. Zadock H. Hubbard, aged 
25, died from sun-stroke, while at work for 
Charles A. Tabor. 

Nov. 9. 1873, Pliny P. Pearsons, aged 
34, died from a cut on the head by a circu- 
lar saw, while working under the mill at 
N. Montpelier. 

Nov. 22, 1875. Bessie K. Lord, aged 5, 
daughter of Rev. W. H. lx)rd, of Montpe- 
lier, was thrown from a carriage and killed 
in the west part of the town. 

Arbuckle murder, — Hiram W. Arbuckle, 
aged 27, living with his mother at East 
Village, April 13, 1877, shot George Shortt, 
a young man of 16, who was sitting on a 
bench by the stove in the grist-mill. The 
ball striking the breast bone, glanced down 
to the left side. Shortt starting to leave 
by a back door was hit in the arm above 
the elbow by a .second ball, after its passing 
through the stove-pipe, he at the same 
time stumbling over some wood on the 
floor. The appearance was that the last 
shot was fatal. Arbuckle immediately left 
the mill and went to the black-smith shop 



of his brother-in-law, George W. Bancroft, 
and shot him twice and then returned back 
near the mill. About that time. Bancroft 
came out of the shop and started for hLs 
house. Arbuckle seeing him, ran after 
him and chased him round some lumber 
near the road. Bancroft then changed his 
course and ran for the mill, followed by 
Arbuckle, who fired again just as he was 
entering the mill door, he falling dead on 
the floor. Arbuckle then went to his 
home and remained there until the arrival 
of the constable, George Howland, who 
had been sent for about a mile distant, 
when he stepped out at a back door and 
shot himself, falling dead instantly. The 
situation of the mill, shop and house are 
is about like the points of a triangle, 12 
rods apart, and Bancroft's house next to 
the other house. The young man, Shortt, 
strange to say, was not fatally hit, the ball 
of the first shot was taken out on the out- 
side of the left ribs, some 8 or 10 inches 

■ from where it struck him. At the time of 
the shooting, the miller, Mr. Clifford, and 
two other neighbors were in the mill, and 

j no one except Bancroft was in the shop. 
; No cause can be assigned for the shooting, 
] except an unpleasantness with Shortt, 
I growing out of a collision of teams some 

■ time previous at a ride, and the dissipation 
I of Bancroft and treatment to his wife, who 

was the sister of Arbuckle. 

July 18, 1878, Henry R. Campbell fell 
from a load of hav and was killed. 

Dec. 20, 1878, Bert R. Macomber, aged 
17, committed suicide by shooting. 

Nov. 30, 1879. ^oct. John H. Peck died 
from over dose of chloroform. 

April 24, 1880, Byron Eastman, aged 
20, was drowned by the upsetting of a 
boat at North Montpelier. 

SYLVANUS SHEPHERD 

is remembered by the citizens of Montpe- 
lier as an odd character about town in its 
early days. His brother, Willard Shep- 
herd, was one of the early settlers of East 
j Montpelier, and became an opulent farm- 
er. The old two-story brick house he 
built near the line of East Montpelier and 
Plainfield is occupied by his descendants. 
He was the author of '*The Phcenix Chron- 
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ide." The word Phtenui signifies arising 
oui of iis own ashes. The Bonfire in 
which 450 books were burnt i A view of 
Montpelkr and all the country places in 
the State, &c. &c. By Sylvanus Shep- 
herd. Printed for the author. 1825, 8vo. 
pp, li.—Giiman'i /iihliography. 
THE STISl'-mOTKI'.H. 

It * Uxlf MM HI a •*»»< <Hfr. 
X Me|^iDoihHr*H lot u (ftm Ural "4 tmrtf— 
Sbg MBd Ik cuutuc on Iwr (Uird : 
nwm ■» M> nuior wind* to [il*Mt. 



See biogtaphy of Clark Stevens, page 
In hU old age he often amused hitn- 
idf with rhyming tributes for his friends, 
astica largely- This, just given, is 
ken from a quarto blank book, S4 pages. 
)| Written after he Kas 85 years of age. 



T1»WN 
iTiww a<rr-t— Royal Wheeler, 1S49 to 
Bf5 inclusive; Austin D. Arms, t3;6 to 
"Mi inclusive. Truman C. Kelton, 1863 
Bthe present time— iSSi. 

Treasurer — Addison Peck, 1S49, '50, '51. 
N. C. King. 1853 to i86t inclusive. S. 
S. Kelton. (36i, to 1877. T. C. Kelton. 
1877 to the present time — 1881. 

Overseer of the Poor — Addison Peck. 
1S49, '50. '51. Jacob llenneli, it<52 to 
1S60. Addison Peck. 1S60 to 1865. John 
G. Putnam, 1865-66. John M. Willard. 
1867 to 1875 inclusive. Solon F. Cum- 
mins, 1876 to the present time— i38i. 

\it SeUctman — J. C. Nichols. 1845-50. 
'51; Jacob Rich, 1852; Samuel Temple- 
ton, 1853; Lorenzo Gray, 1854: Edson 
Slayton. 1855, '56; Eiekiel D.Nye. 1857; 
Ha/en Lyford, 1858; Jas. Bennett, 1859; 
Orlando F. Lewis, i860. "61 ; Truman C. 
Kelton, 1862; John C. Tabor, 1863; Jas. 
A. Coburn, 1S64; S. S. Kelton, 1865; 
John M. Willard, 1866; J. L. Coburn. 
1867: Thomas B. Stevens. tS68 ; Squire 
Bailey. 1869; M. D. Willard, 1870, "7 r ; 
Clark King. 1873. '73. '74; E. H. Vin- 
cent. r875; Eri Morse. 1876; S. W. Hill, 
1877; D. H. Patterson, 1878; J. C. Paine, 



1879; G. H. Dix, 1880; Orlando Clark, 
1881. 

Kepmentathie—ii- C. King, 1849, '50; 
J. P. W.Vincent, 1851, '52; James Tem- 
pleton, 1853, '541 Stephen F. Stevens. 
1855. '56; Larned Coburn. 1857. "58; P. 
P. Pitkin, r8sg."6o; E- U. Nye. 1861. "62; 
T. C. Kelton. 1863. '64; Prentice M. 
Shepard. 1865, '66; Timothy Davis, 1867. 
I '68; J. A. Coburn, 1B69. '70; T. B. Ste- 
vens, 1873. '73: H. D. Foster, 1874; J. 
L. Coburn. 1876; Austin Templeton, 
1878: A. A. Tracy. 1880. 

Represtntatnts from East MontpeUer be- 
fore division of town — Pearley Davis. 
1799. 11*02: Nahum Kelton. 1816'. 'i?, 'iS. 
'20. '39; Wm. Billings. 1834, "35; Royal 
Wheeler, 1838. '39: Addison Peck, 1842, 
'43; Dr. Charles Claric, 1846, '47. 

VOTES FOR GOVERNOR AND PRESIHENTS. 
1849— Horatio N. Needham. free soil, 
313; Carlos Coolidge. whig. 76; Jonas 
Clark, dem.. at. 

1850— Lucius B. Peek, dem.. 193: 
Charles K. WillUms, whig. 85: John 
Roberts, free soil. 3a. 

1851— Timothy P. Redfald, free dem.. 
146; Chas. K. Williams, whig. 59; John 
Roberts, dem. 34. 

1852 — Lawrence Brainerd, freesoil, 107; 
John S. Robin.son, dem., 8? : Erastus Fair- 
banks, whig, 65. Presidential, Winfield 
Scott. 37; Franklin Pierce. 47. 

1853— John S. Robinson, dem., lol ; 
LawTence Brainerd. free soil. 91 \ Era.stus 
Fairbanks, whig, 51. 

1854— Stephen Royce. whig.98 ; Merritt 
Clark, dem., 95 ; Lawrence Brainerd. free 
soil, 5. 

1855— Stephen Royce. whig, 163; Mer- 
ritt Clark, dem., 95; Lawrence Brainerd. 
free soil, 1 . 

1856 — Kyland Fletcher, whig, 168; 
Henry Keyes, dem., 87. Presidential, 
Fremont. 139; Buchanan, 40. 

1857 — Ryland Fletcher, whig. 138; 
Henry Keyes, dem.. 93. 

1858— Hiland Hail, whig, 145; Henry 
Keyes, dem., 92. 

1859— Hiland Hall, whig, 163 ; John G. 
Saxe, dem.. 103. 

i860— Erastus Fairbanks, whig, 180; 
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John G. Saxe, dem., 87. Presidential, 
Lincoln, 113; Douglass, 32. 

1861 — Frederick Holbrook,repub., 141 ; 
Andrew Tracy, whig, y^\ H. B. Smalley, 
dem., 13. 

1862 — Frederick Holbrook, repub., iii. 

1863 — ^John G. Smith, repub., 161 ; 
Timothy P. Kediield, dem., 62. 

1864 — John G. Smith, repub., 149; 
Timothy P. Redfield, dem., 56. Presi- 
dential, Lincoln, 131 ; McClellan, 25. 

1865 — Paul Dillingham, repub., 122; 
Charles N. Davenport, dem., 49. 

1866— Paul Dillingham, repub., 129; 
Charles N. Davenport, dem., 41. 

1867 — John H. Page, rep. 176; J. L. 
Edwards, dem., 39. 

1868 — John H. Page, repub., 174; John 
L. Kdwards, dem., 51. Presidential, 
Grant, 156; Seymour, 28. 

1869 — Peter T. Washburn, repub., 143 ; 
Homer VV. Heaton, dem.. 48. 

1870 — John VV. Stewart, repub., 129; 
Homer W. Heaton, dem., 41. 

1872 — Julius Converse, repub., 155; 
Abraham H. Gardner, dem., 47. Presi- 
dential, Grant, 107; Oeeley, 19. 

War of the 



1874 — Asahel Peck, repub., jy \ W. 
H. H. Bingham, dem., 41. 

1876— Horace Fairbanks, repub., 134; 
W. H. H. Bingham, dem., 57. Presiden- 
tial, Hayes, 109 ; Tilden, 33. 

1878 — Redfield Proctor, repub., 145; 
W. H. H. Bingham, dem., 55. 

1880 — Roswell Farnham, repub., 166; 
Edward J. Phelps, dem., 56. Presidential, 
Garfield, 108; Hancock, 17. 

SOLDIERS OF EAST MONTPELIER. 

Soldiers of the Revolution^ who lived 
and died in East Mofitpelier. — Hezekiah 
Tinkham, Edward We.st, Elias Metcalf, 
John Putnam, Job Macomber, Daniel 
Russell, Sen., Theophilus Clark, Clark 
Stevens, Samuel Southwick, Enoch Cate, 
John Gray, Joshua Sanders. 

Soldiers of the IVar of 181 2. — Rowland 
Edwards, Enoch Kelton, Nathan Kelton, 
John Gould, John B. Kelton, John Morgan, 
Jasper M. Stoddard, Moses Parmenter. 

Soldiers of the Mexican H^'ar. — Daniel 
Cutler, Orange McKay.' 

Rebellion. 



COMI'ILED MAINLY FROM THK ADJUTANT OKNERAI-V REI*ORT BY CHARLES DE F. BANCROFT. 



VOLUNTEERS FOR TIIRKR 

Nanios. 
Andrews, Gustavus A. 
Bancroft, Charles F. 
Bancroft, Daniel P. 
Bailey, Hiram A. 
Beaudreau, Stephen 

Bent, David J. 
Burnham, Andrew 
Carley, Charles 

Carley, Henry 
Carley, William 
Carr, Chester 
Connell, Thomas 

Cummins, Edwin 
Cutler, Charles F. 
•Dearborn, Roswell H. 
Dillon, William 2d., 

Field, Reulien R. 
Gcro, Geoige 
Gray, WillUm C. 
Hammond, Elon O. 
Hargin, Ira J. 
Hill, Amasa 
Hill, Henry H. 
Hill, Joseph P. 



YEARS CREDITED PREVIOL'S TO CALL FOR 300,000 MEN, OCT. 1 6, 1863. 
Age. Co. Regt. Eiillstnicnt. 
3 July 10 61 



n 



K 



I Bat. Jan. i8 62 
23 C Cav. Aug 28 62 
19 H 3 June I 61 



20 G 4 
36 H 2 
22 F 6 



Aug 30 61 
do 20 61 
do 15 62 



24 F 6 Sept 23 61 

44 K 8 Nov 28 61 

26 I II Aug II 62 

22 K 3 July 10 61 



22 
21 



G 4 Aug 27 61 

K 7 June I 62 

G 4 Aug 29 61 

F 6 do 1 5 62 



24 


BCav 


do do do 


28 


K 3 


July 10 61 


22 


CCav 


Sept 13 61 


4i 


K 3 


June 1661 


18 


F 2 


Aug 14 62 


29 


K 3 


July 10 61 


21 


G 4 


Sept 21 61 


20 


K 3 


June I 61 



Kt'inarks. 
Discharged Dec. 9, 62. 
Died June 14, 62, in Ix)uisana. 
Discharged May 18, 65. 
Mustered out July 27, 64. 
Credited, but does not appear to have 

entered the service. 
Died May 7, 62. 
Discharged Dec. 17, 61. 
Transferred to U. S. Navy Apr. 1 5, 64 ; 

discharged June 6, 6c. 
Mustered out Oct. 28, 04. 
Trans, to V. R. C. ; disch. June 4, 64. 
Deserted July 26, 64. 
Died July 4, 62, of wounds rcc'd at Lee's 

Mills. 
Discharged C.)ct. 10, 62. 
Died at New Orleans, Sept. 3, 62. 
Killed at Fredericksburgh Dec. 13, 62. 
Pro. cor p. ; wounded Aug. 21, 64 ; must. 

out June 19, 64. 
Mustered out June 21, 65. 
Discharged Nov. 22, 61. 
Mustered out Nov. 18, 64. 
Captain ; resigned Aug. 14, 61. 
Killed in action May 3, 64. 
Died April 14, 62. 

I. St lieut. ; died May 9, 62, Wash'n, D. C. 
l*rom. Corp. ; discharged Dec. 23, 62. 
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Ntmoi. 


Am. 




HowUnd. Hiram R 


41 


G 3 


June IS 61 


j™.lyn. Triffley 
lapKre, Cypren 




G i 


11 


F ! 


Lapiere, Joseph 


3, 


F 3 


do s6i 


Lawrente. Stephen D. 


IS 


F ! 


Aug 14 6! 


Minn. AlUft N. 




1% 


May 13 6l 


M»xham. George 


38 


Dec 8 61 


Mitchell. John 


is 


K 3 


July 10 6i 


Mo.se. Joseph Jr.. 
Mama, Jowph 


'.1 


H 2 
CCiv 


Aug 20 61 
Aug 14 61 


Muckler. Henry 


s8 


G 4 


do 17 61 


Ormsbee. Elhanan W. 




C A 


Aug 3061 


Ormibe*. M.n«ur A. 


u 


F J 


May 7 61 


Ormsbee, Orvis 




G 4 


Aug 30 61 


Person*. Chwies E. 




G 4 


Aug J? 6: 


Persrais. Levi A. 




G 4 

F 6 






13 


Feb 2S S» 


Pitkin Perley P. 


35 




June .i 6, 


Prescon. Dcilcr S. 


,; 


G 4 


Aug 22 61 


Putnam, Isaac A. 


34 


G 4 


do 34 61 


Sanders, Charles A. 


S9 


G 4 


Aug 24 61 


Seynmuf. Isaac 


44 


I 9 


June 23 62 


Shorey, Theodore 


19 


F 2 


May 7 6. 


Silloway. Scth P. 


39 


51 Bat 


Uec 7 61 


Sinnotl, William 


44 


I ; 


Aug 27 62 


Slayton. Austin C. 


21 


K 3 

F S 


July 1061 


Smith, Times H. 
Snow. Oscar D. 


'9 


t)cl 2 61 


'9 


H 3 


June 1 61 
June t6 62 


Sonlhwick, George W. 


33 


siBa 


Stevens. William B. 


53 


G 4 


Aug M 61 


Steward. Dexler G. 


'4 


f^> 


July 10-61 


Templelon. Charles A. 




Oct 7 61 


Thibeault. Amoine 




7 2 


Aug 38 6: 


Trow, Georae K. 
Washburn, William I. 




H I 


Aug !o 62 


IS 


G 4 


do !8 6i 


Wheeler. Cyril 


33 


I i 


do 3o6» 


Willey. Alonio D. 


i* 


K 3 


July 1061 


Wemi. James 


38 


G 4 


Apr s63 


Barnet, Lucius H. 


21" 


C>3 


Aug 29 62 


Carson, Charles H. 




do 


do 


Cobum, Lewis L. 


28 


do 


do 


Cutler, Lorcnio D, 




do 


do 


Flint, Norris W. 


25 


do 


Aug 29 61 


Genait, Victor 




do 


do 


Hill, Horace L. 




do 


do 






do 


do 


Lawson, William E. 




do 


do 


Lewis, William H. 


19 


do 


do 


Martin. Henry H. 




do 


do 


Nye, Alanson 




do 


do 


Ormabee, Hosea B. 




do 


do 


Onnsbee, William H. 


18 


do 


do 


Pierce, George 
Pratt, Alto A. 


H 


do 


do 


;i 


do 


do 


Slayton, Rufus H. 


H.3 


do 


Snow, Willaid C. 




C 13 


do 


Stoddard, Francis F. 




do 


do 


Templeton, Albert C. 


IS 


do 


do 


Tucker, Marcus F. 


'9 


do 


do 


Wakefield, Christopher 


H. 24 


do 


do 


Wakefield, Henry 




do 


do 


Wakefield, William H. 


22 


do 


do 



Discharged Jar 
W'dalWildert 



1.63. 



Sept. 30.64. 
Trans, lo V. R. .C, Apr. ao, 63 ; must. 

out July 20.£5. 
Discharged SepL 13, 62. 
Rejected by Brigade Surgeon. 
Discharged Nov. 5, 62. 
Pronioled corp. ; re.enlisled June 5, 64. 
Deserted Jan. 21,62. 
Mustered out Sept 13, 64. 
Discharged Nov. 2£^ 6l. 
Discharged April 19, 6a. 
Killed at the Wilderness Mav 5, 64. 
DlHcharged Jan. 14, 63. 
Died Jan. 19. 62, at Camp Griffin, Va. 
Mustered out Sept 30, 64. 
Sergeant 1 discharged Apr. 17, 62. 
Discharged July 31, 62. 
Quartermaster ; pra capl, and assist. 

quartermaster U. S. A., April 13. 63. 
Discharged Nov. 10, 62. 
ist sergt. ; ptinn. 2d lieul. Co. H, Jan. 

IQ, 62 ; 1st lieut. Co. C, Oct. 20, 63 ; 

killed at the Wilderness May 5, 64. 
Discharged April 4, 62. 
Discharged Feb. 20, 63. 
From. Corp. 1 sergt. ; re-enlisled ; must. 

out July 15,65. 
Discharged April 30, 64. 
Discharged May iB. 63, for wounds rec'd 

at Fredericksburgh. 
Mustered out July 27, 64. 
Discharged Oct. 30, 64. 
Died Oct. 14, 61. 
Mustered out August lo. 64. 
Pro. serg't ; died of wounds rec. at Cold 

Harbor, Juue 12, 64. 
Discharged Sept. 17, 62. 
Corporal; died OcL 17,62. 
Died at While Oak Church, Uec. 54, 62. 
Mustered oul i>ept. 12, 64. 
Discharged Feb. 17, 63. J18, 63. 

Wounded at Fredericksburgh 1 dis. May 
Killed at Lee's Mills, Apr. 16, 6:. 
Discharged July 8, 6j. 

E MONTHS. 

Mustered out Julv 21, 63. 

do 
Captain ; mustered out July ii, 63, 
Serg't ; died at Brattlcboro, July 24, 63. 
Mustered oul July si, 63. 



WtL July 3, 63 ; must, out July ei, 63. 



Pro. corp ; must, out July 2 



Mustered out Jaly i 
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CREDITS FOR 
Niiiues. 
Ainsworth, Eugene D. 

Barton, Geo. M. 
Batchelder, John D. 
Burnhani, Edwin 

Carson, Charles H. 
Clark, Isaac 

Collins, Luther M. 
Goodell, Lewis 
Gove, George D. 
Howland, Arthur L. 
Howland, William H. 

Jackson, Marcus N. 
Langdon, John C. 
Mason, Gilman 
Mason, Joseph 
O'Neil, Daniel 
Pierce, David 
Roscoe, Curtis W. 
Sanders, Charles A. 
Thomas, William W. 
Wakefield, Henry 
Washburn, Ira A. 



Francis, Edgar A. 

iangraw, Francis 
f orris, Joseph 
Morris, Francis 
Dana, Alpheus T. 
I^wis, William H. 
Potter, Robert 
Rowe, Joseph 
Skiddv, Lawrence 
Stevens, Henry A. C. 
Hoyt, Enoch S. 



3 YEARS, UNDER CALL OF OCT. 1 7, 1863, ^^^ 300,000 MEN. 
Age Co. Regt. Enlistment. Remarks. 

I II Nov 2363 Wd. at Cold Harbor, June i, 64; dis. 

Apr. 27, 65. 
Pro. corp ; mustered out June 1 5, 65. 
Died at Ft. Slocum, D. C, Feb. 27, 64. 
Wd. at Cedar Creek, Oct. 19. 64 ; pro. 

corp ; must out July 17, 65. 
Corp; killed at Wilderness, May 6, 64. 
Died June 6, 64, of wounds received at 
Cold Harbor. * 



18 

17 
21 

20 

21 
3' 



3 Bat Dec 26 63 
I 1 1 Nov 2 1 63 
do 2363 



I II 



E17 
I [I 



Sept 14 63 
Nov 29 63 



18 

»9 
»7 
18 

23 

20 
21 
18 
iS 

44 



H 17 do 9 63 

I 1 1 do 23 63 

3 Bat Dec 23 63 

E 17 Sept 21 63 

do 14 63 



E17 
I II 

3 Bat 
In 
I II 

B 5 



Nov 23 63 
Oct 30 63 
Dec 4 63 
Nov 27 63 
do 24 63 
20 K Cav Jan i 64 



19 

27 

19 

^^ 
18 



H II 
3 Bat 

I II 
E 17 

I II 



Dec 2 63 
Aug 5 64 
Dec 23 63 
Sept 1$ 63 
Dec 28 63 



Mustered out July 14, 65. 

do June 29, 65. 

do June 15, 65. 

Deserted from hospital in 65. 
Corporal. Died May 10, 64, of wounds 

received May 6, 64. 
Mustered out Aug. 25, 65. 

do May 13, 65. 

Discharged Apr. 15, 64. 

do [65. 

Trans, to V. R. C. Apr. 64 ; dis. June 1 5, 
Killed in action March i, 64. [22, 64. 

Corp ; died at Andersonville prison, Sept. 
Mustered out June 15, 65. 
Discharged Jan. 31, 65. 
Died at Salisb. prison, N.C., Feb. 20, 65. 
Mustered out Aug. 5, 65. 



VOLUNTEERS FOR ONE YEAR. 



D 2 Aug 20 64 Mustered out June 19, 65. 



21 3 Bat do 17 64 
20 do do 

19 do do 

20 K 7 Feb I 65 

21 Ft Cav Jan 3 65 
19 E 8 Feb 20 65 
24 3 Bal 

33 D 7 Feb 13 65 
19 Ft Cav Jan 3 6 



Bat Aug 18 64 

13 65 
365 

V. R. C. Feb 17 65 Died Oct. i, 65. 



do do 15, 65. 

do do 

do do 

do Jan. 31, 66. 

do June 27, 65. 

do do 28, 65. 

do do 25, 65. 

do Feb. 13, 66. 

do June 27, 65. 



Holmes, Ira 
Maxham, George 

Aldrich, Levi H. 

Grav, George S. 
Ripfey, William C. 



V(^LIINTEERS RE-EN LLSTEI) FOR THREE YEARS. 
24 E 8 

do 



41 



First en. a credit to town of Woodbury. 
Deserted May 28, 64. 
June 5 64 Wounded at Cedar Creek, Oct. 19, 64 ; 
must, out July 17, 65. 



Bigelow, John B. 
Giovanni, Don 



Benjamin, David 
Bliss, George E 
Buzzell, George W. 
Cummins, Luther 
Davis, George 
Davis, Nathaniel Jr., 
Davis, Oscar L. 
Edwards, Samuel Jr., 



DRAFTED MEN WHO ENTERED THE SERVICE- 

24 K 3 July 1363 Wounded at Cold Harbor, June 3, 64; 

des. Oct I, 64. 
22 C 2 do Killed at Wilderness, May 5, 64. 

20 D 2 do Wd. Mav 5, 64, and Sept. 19, 64 ; pro. 

corp. Oct. 31, 64; serg't. Feb. 7, 65; 

must, out July 15, 65. 

SUBSTITUTES FURNISHED BY DRAFTED MEN. 

48 B C July 24 63 Substitute for John H. Peck ; must, out 

lune 26, 65. 
do Substitute for Darwin A. Stewart ; des. 

before assignment to Co. or Reg*t. 

DRAFTED MEN WHO PAID COMMUTATION. 



Foster, Edwin H. 
Gould, Henry M. 
Gould, John M. 
HoUister, Martin V. B. 
Holmes, Henry C. 
Ordway, Edward, 
Parmenter, Marcus 



Pierce, Aaron 
Seaburv, Edward T. 
Smith, 'WillardG. 
Stevens, Thomas B. 
Templeton, Austin 
Templeton, H. H. 
Wasson, David H. 
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KBCAnTULATIOII. 

Vidmitoefs fcr 3 y^us. • ••••• ••••■•• ••••••••• • ••••« 

Volunteers for i jtar » 

VolniiteeriforQ montht ««..^ «^.. 24 

Drafted men who entered serrioe 3 

Fnmisbed sobetitate a 

Plikl oomimititkm as 

Mastered oot at emratkm of Ume of ■enrioe, or the doae of the «ir 64 

Diidiarged for disability 30 

Killed in battle. 8 

Died of woimd#receiired in action. , 6 

Died of disease contracted in service 11 

Died in Rebel prisons s 

• ••••• .•••.. •• 6 



ROLL OF HONOR. 

VmtB of deatti. 



Boncroftt Charles F. 
Batcfaeldcr, John-D. 
Bent, David J. 
Canon, Charies H. 
Qarlc, Isaac 
Cornell, Thomas 
Cutler, Charles F. 
Cuder, Lorenzo D. 
Dearborn, Roswell H. 
Gray, George S. 
Haigin, Ira J. 
HiU,Amasa 

HOI, Henry H. ist lieut. 
Howland, William H. 
HojTt, Enoch S. 
Ormsbee, Elhanan W. 
Ormsbee, Orvis 
Pierce, David 



June 14, 1862. 
Feb. 27, 1864. 
May 7, 1862. 
May 5, 1864. 
June 6, 1864. 
July 4, 1862. 
Sept. 3, 1862. 
July 24, 1863. 
Dec. 13, 1862. 
May 5, 1864. 
May 5, 1864. 
April 14, 1862. 
May 9, 1862. 
May 10, 1864. 
Oct. 3, 1865. 
May 5, 1864. 
Jan. 19, 1862. 
Mar. I, 1864. 



Putnam, Isaac A. ist lieut. May 5, 1864. 



Roscoe, Curtis W. 
Snow, Oscar D. 
Snow, Willard C. 
Stevens, William B. 
Templeton, Charles A. 
Thibeault, Antoine 
Wakefield, Henry 
Willey, Alonzo D. 



Sept. 22, 1864. 
Oct. 14, 1861. 
July 19, 1863. 
June 12, 1864. 
Oct. 17, 1862. 
Dec. 24, 1862. 
Feb. 20, 1865. 
April 16, 1862. 



ERRATA. 

[or MB. WALTOK.J 

Page 329, Miranda C. Storrs should be 
Maria Cadwell Storrs. 

Page 357, William H. Upham should 
be William Keyes Upham, E. p. w. 

Page 299, soldiers furnished by the town 
given as 236, quota 189, should be 336, 
and a quota of 289 to fill. 

[OF C. DE K. BANCR 'FT.] 

Page 331, Willie Kelly, aged 11 years, 
killed by a sweep on Barre street, in 1869. 



Page 331, a MHUey child killed on Main 
street ; run over, age 6, 1870. 

Page 331, Michael McBlahon Idlled, 
should read, aged 30 3^ears. 

Page 231, William Mouner, not William 
Monsier. 

Page 332, D. K. Bennett, Aug. 3, not 
Aug. 8. 

On page 348 should be added the names 
of Edward Ordway, Edward Seabuiy and 
Willard G. Smith to the list of drafted 
men from Montpelier as having paid com- 
mutation. They are erroneously given in 
the Adjutant General^s printed report of 
1864, as credits from East Montpelier. 

P^ 545t '6, Frank V. Randall, Jr., 
enlisted Jan. i , 1863, at the age of 1 1 years ; 
a credit from thb town as a musician in 
Co. F, 13th Reg't., and mustered out of 
service July 21, '63; enlisted Jan. 5, '64, 
as musician in Co. E, 17th Reg't. ; mus- 
tered out July, '65. 

Page 342, Ansel H. Howard, aged 18 
years, enlisted Aug. 20, '61, in Co. H, 2d 
RegH. ; promoted corporal ; re-enlisted 
from Montpelier, Dec. 21, '63; promoted 
sergeant; mustered out of service July 

Page 345, William Goodwin, enlisted 
Aug. 25, 1862, at the age of 24, in Co. I, 
13th Regt. Mustered out with the regi- 
ment July 21, 1863. 

Page 524, Center Cemetery should read 
Cutler Cemeter>', 

Page 530, James Conners' age should be 
24, not 54. 

AdditiofiaL — Mrs. Rhoda Brooks, page 
476, the date of her birth should be 1788, 

J. A. Wing, p. 545; birth Oct., not 
Dec. 26, 1 8 10, remained in Plainfield 58. 

Page 289, Drolette, should be Drolet. 



COMMEMORATION. 



PORTRAITS AND DONORS. 



Clark Stevens of East Montpelier, old town clerk and Quaker minister — first 
preacher in old Montpelier. Donated by Hon. S. S. Kelton, historian of East 
Montpelier, and Thom.is B. Stevens, grandson of Clark Stevens. 

Gen. Parley Davis of East Montpelier, first general surveyor of Washington 
County. Donated by his grandson, Benjamin 1. Wheeler of East Montpelier. 

Gen. EzEKiEL P. Walton. By Hon. E. P. Walton 

Mrs. pRirssLA Persons Walton. By Mrs. Harriet N. Wing of Glens Falls, N. Y. 

Hon. E. P. Walton. By Hon. E. P. Walton. 

Col. James H. Lanodon. Mrs. James H. Lan(;i>on, James R. Langdon. By 
James R. Langdon. 

George Langdon. By Mrs. Geo. Langdon. 

Dr. Ji'Lius Y. Dewey. By Hon. Charles and Edward Dewey. 

Hon. Daniel Baldwin. By Mr. and Mrs. .Marcus D. (Oilman. 

Hon. Charles Reed. By Mrs. Charles Reed. 

Hon. Charles W. Wii.lakd. By Mrs. Charles W. Willard. 

Senator Willia.m Upham, Mrs. William L-I'HAM. By Mrs. George Langdon. 

Hon. Samuel Prentiss. By Joseph A. Prentiss, Esq., Winona, Minn. 

Rev. William H. Lord. By Ladies of Bethany Church. 

Rev. Frederick W. Shelion. By Episcoi)al Churcii Society. 

Rev. Chester Wright. By Rev. J. Edward Wright. 

Capt. Nathan Jewett, Col. Elisha P. Jewett. By Col. E. P. Jewett. 

John Wood. Tho.mas W. Wood. By Thos. W. Wood. 

Judge Ti.MOTHY P. Redfield. By Hon. T. P. Redfield. 

Hon. Ho.MER W. Heaton. By Hon. Homer W. Heaton. 

Jo.seph a. Wing, Esq. By J. A. Wing, Esq. 

Gen. Perley P. Pitkin. By Gen. P. V. Pitkin. 

Hon. Lucius B. Peck. By his daughter, Mrs. Anna ^L Mallary, Towanda, Penn. 

Hon. Stoddard B. Colby. By his daughter, Mrs. Col. Carey, Washington, D. C. 

Charles (j. East.man. By Mrs. Charles G. Eastman. 

Jonathan Shepard. hy George C. Shepard. 

Gov. Asahel Peck. By Nahum Peck of Hinesburgh. 

Hon. Rawsel R. Keith. By Dodge W. Keith of Chicago. 

Mahlon Cottrill, Mrs. >L\hl(jn Cottrill. By Jedd P. Cottrill, Esq., Milwaukee. 

Col. Levi Boutwell. By Mrs. Levi Boutwell and H. S. Boutwell. 

Dr. Nathaniel C. Kin(j of East Montpelier, Dr. Sumner Putnam of Montpelier. 
By Dr. Sumner Putnam. 

Carlos Bancroft. By Mrs. Carlos Bancroft. 

Aaron Bancroft. By Chas. De F. Bancroft and two old citizens. 

Zenas W^ood. By his daughters at St. John.sbury. 

Richard W. Hyde. By Mrs. R. W. Hyde and family. 



VERMONT HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

Hon. John A. Page. By Hon. J. A. Page. 

Hod. Joseph Poland. By Hon. J. Poland. 

CHAitLES W. Bailev. By Mrs. Chas- W. Bailey. 

J. Warren Bailev. By Mrs. J. W. Biuley. 

Major Alfred L. Carleton. By Mrs. A. L. Carleton. 

Rev. Elisha Browx. By Col. A. C. Brown. 

LiiTiiEK Cross. By Luther B. Cross. 

Robert H. Whittier. By Mre. R. H. Whittier. 

Dea. Constant W. Storhs. By Mrs. C. W. Siorrs. 

Mahcus D. Gilman. By M. U. Gilman, 

Hikah Atkins. By H. Atkins. 

Hon. RoUERtCK Richardson. By Hon. R. Richardson. 

Dr. CNARI..ES Clark, fly the family. 



WOOD ENGRAVINGS SPECIALLY FOR THIS WORK. 

LoKENZo Dow and PEGcy, and Bridgman. By L. J. Hridgman. 

Church of St. Augustine. From the Catholic Sociely. 

Trinitv M. E, Church. By the Society— Mrs. Laura A. McUermid, solicitor. 

Church of the Messiah. By the Unitarian Society, through John G. W^ng, Esq. 

Baptist Chvrch. By Society and friends, through John W. Smith. 

Central Vehmont Depot. From Cen. Vt. R. R. Co., St. Albans. 

Vjermost Mutual Fire Insurance Hvilding. From the Company. 

Residence ok Marcus D. Gilman, From Mr. Gilman. 

Washington County Court House. By the Montpelier lawyers, through Hiram 

Cailetun, Esq. 
Residence of George C. Shepard. From Mr. Shepard. 
Riverside House. From C. J. Gleason, Esq. 
Ftates before eHgraveti.—CHKKT Chlrch — By favor of Mr. Atkins of the Argu.-i. 



Note to the Portraits.— Those of Col. Langdon and wife, and Gen. Walton 
and wife, were painted by Tuthill, (a pupil of Benjamin West) ; those of Mahlon 
Cottrill and wife, by Mason, and all when the parties were so young, their portraits 
will be recognized by only a few persons. The same is true to some extent of the 
portraits of Gen. Parley Davis and Mrs. Upham. The signature of Prussia Walton 
was writren at the age of 82. 



FINIS. 

MoNTPELtER, thou hast won my heart 

By ail thy generous ways; 
It is my joy, my pride, thy noble men, 

Thy matrons beauteous in their days — 
To praise. 

And I would write thy happy name 

On the historic page. 
In letters as of gold, to hand 

Down to the future age — 

Montpeuer. 



AMy Maria Htmarway 
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